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2Bc  Cflrc fal  to  (©tFertJC, 

THAT  the  only  Genuine  Edition  of  the  Hfiiry  an(\ 
Preceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Lord  s,  from  the  Re^ 
fioration  to  the  End  of  the  Second  Seffion  of  the  Third  Parlia\ 
mcnt  of  his  prefent  Majefly  King  George  II.  \s  fubfcrib\ 
with  my  Name  on  the  Back  of  the  Title- Page  of  the  Eightj 
Volume»  which  1  have  entered  in  the  HalhBeok  of  th 
Stationers  Company ^  according  to  the  A^  of  Pariialnent 
that  tlaje  made  and  presided. 

Ship- Yard, 
1743- 
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HISTORY  and  PROCEEDINGS 

'  OF     T  H  E 

HOUSE  of  LORDS, 

DURING 

The  Third  PARLIAMENT  of 
King  GEORGE  11.  held  in  the 
Years  1741,  and  1742. 

Being  the  Eighth  Volume  from  the  Restoration. 

CONTAINING 

The  moft  Remarkable  Motions,  Sp£ech£S, 
D££AT£S,  Ord£Rs  and  Resolutions^ 

WITH 

All  the  P  ROTE  ST  s  in  every  Seffion, 

AND    THE 

Numbers  Tro  and  Con  upon  each  Di^djn./  ■- 

With  an  AccovNT  of  /  **<  '  /^-    •       X 

The  Promotions  of  the  feveral  PEERS,  hnd  ifie  Altera- 
tions in  the  P  £  e  r  a  g  eI 

Conneded  with  the  Tranfadtions  of  the  CO  M^^I^S/  and 
the  H  I  s  T  o  R  Y  of  the  T  I  M  £  St^  ^^^ 

AND  ^^  /  ^  i    ^ 

flluftrated  with  Historical  NOTES  and  OBSERVA 

To  which  are  added  proper  IND  EXES. 

Together  with  the 

Debates  in  the  Parliament  ^Scotland,  relating  to  the  Union. 
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THE 

BOOKSELLER 

T  O    T  H  E 

READER. 

IHB  general  good  Reception 
which  Mr  Chandler'/  Edi- 
tion of  the  Hiftory  and  Vro- 
ceedings  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  from  the  Refto- 
ration  to  the  Dijfolution  of 
the  lafi  Parliaments  have  met  with  from 
the  Tuhlick^  under  the  "Patronage  of  his 
Royal  Highnefi  the  Pkince,  indudd  me  to 
^uhlifi)  the  Hiftory  and  Troceedings  of  the 
Houfe  <?/ Lords  during  the  famelPeriod. 

Of  that  fFork  the  following  is  a  Con- 
tinuations in  which  not  only  all  Juch  Tar- 
tkularsy  as  have  alreatty  ajfpeard  in 
Print,  are  rangd  in  their  proper  Order^ 
hut  a  great  Variety  of  Matters  occur  hi- 
therto conceaPd  from  "Publick  Notice. • 

Throughout  the  whole  Work  the  utmofl 

Impartiality  is  ohjerv'd',  and  where  d'fi* 

Vol.  VIIL  a  .  rent 
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rent  Accounts  hcive  been  given  of  the  fame 
Debate^  fuch  Speeches  only  are  retairid^ 
as^  upon  thejirivfeji  Examination^  appeared 
to  be  genuine. 

But  as  Envy  is  the  conftant  Attendant 
of  publick  Approbraion^  it  is  the  lefs  fur- 
prifing  to  find  that  certain  Bookfellers  have 
taken  uncommon  Tains  to  perfuade  the 
Tublic^  that  my  Edition  of  the  Htflory  and 
Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  is  only 
a  Copy  of  an  imperjed  Irilh  ColleSiion  of 
Debates^  lately  reprinted  by  one  Torbuck. 

To  put  this  Matter  therefore  beyond 
Controverfy^  I  beg  Leave  to  offer  the  jol^ 
lowing  ''Particulars :  This  I  do  with  the 
greater  Confidence^  in  regard  the  FaBs  al^ 
l€d£d  are  inconteflibly  true^  and  will  be 
fully  jufiified  by  the  Experience  of  every 
Gentleman  who  gives  htmfelj  the  Trouble 
to  make  the  Comparifon. 

My  Edition  begins  Eight  Years  before 
hi>,  with  an  Hiflorical  jiccottnt  of  the  fe^ 
.veral  Steps  introdudory  to  the  Reftora-- 
tion :  The  State  of  the  Peerage  upon  King 
Charles  the  Seconds  being  reliored  to  the 
CrowHy  with  the  Progrejfive  Alterations 
therein^  by  Exttniiions^  new  Creations^ 
or  Advancement  in  Peerage  \  together 
with  the  ^peecheSy  Debates^  and  all  the 
Protejis  in  every  Sejffton :  Illuji  rated  with 
Hijiorical  NoteSj  ana  conneBed  with  a 
brtef  hijtory  oj  the  Times. 
'  Alfo  an  Account  of  Promotions^  -R?/^- 
natmis^  orBjumovals  oj  the  \evcral  Peers z 
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Ex/Ul  Indexes  of  the  Karnes  of  the  feve^ 
ral  Lords  Speakers  and  Lords  Protefters 
aurinj^  the  Courfe  of  every  Volume^  by 
which  may  be  feen  at  one  View^  whether 
any  particular  Teer  has  at  any  Time  en^ 
terd  bis  Trotejf^  as  alfo  when^  where^ 
and  upon  what  Occafion. 

AdA  to  thiSy  that  when  any  Lord  ap^ 
fears  in  a  new  CharaBcr^  as  for  InltancCy 
the  late  Duke  of  Buckingham,  ^Sheffield] 
in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  Jpeaks  by 
the  Title  of  Earl  of  Mulgravej   in  th:it 
of  King  William  as  Marque/s  of  Norman- 
bjr,  and  in  that  of  Slueen  Anne  as  Duke 
of  fiuckxngbamfliire ;  the  Reader  will  find 
a  Fo^t-Notey  fpecifyin^  the  Time  of  each 
Advancement,     tor  the  Jame  Reajon  the 
Family-Name  of  each  Bifhap  is  addea  by 
Way  off^  Explication  in  the  Index,  with  an 
Account    of  his    refpeSive   Tranjlation. 
Without  Jucb  Helps  as  thefe  it  is  impoffible 
to   have    a    confiflent   Idea    of  Terfons 
throughout  Jo  long  a  Teriod  ofTears^  un^ 
Ufs  it  can  befupposd  that  every  Man  car^- 
ries  in  his  Head  a  Chronological  Table  of 
Preferments. 

Torbuck'j  Edition  opens  abruptly  with 
a  ^eecb  of  the  Duke  of  BuckingbamV,  at 
a  Conference  between  the  two  HoufeSy  con^ 
cerning  the  Difpute  between  the  £aft- India 
Company  and  one  Mr  Skinner,  Anno  166%^ 
but  gives  no  Account  of  the  Beginning  or 
End  of  the  (aid  Difpute ;  or  of  any  other 
Jfairs  tranjaSed  in  either  Honfe  till  the 
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Tear  1671,  where  he  lugs  in  the  Speech  of 
the  Lord  Lucas,  on  the  prodigal  Grants  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons^  but  without  the 
leafl  Explanation  of  the  faid  Grants 
which  gave  Rife  to  it. 

Of  the  Twelfth  SeJJion  of  the  fame  Tar^ 
liament  he  makes  not  the  leafl  Mention  ;  of 
the  Kings  Speech  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Fifth  SeJJion^  he  gives  but  one  Paragraph ; 
and  the  Lord  Keeper  FinchV  Speech  he 
barely  mentions  and  no  more. 

The  Debates  of  the  Tear  xdji^fuhlifBd 
by  Mr  Andrew  Marvell,  Member  for  King- 
fton  upon  Hull,  he  hath  not  one  i^yllable  of. 

Of  the  wljole  Tarliamentary  Troceed^ 
ings  of  the  Reign  of  King  James  II.  as  well 
Lords  as  Commons^  he  is  totally  fUent. 

Of  all  the  intereflingV  articular  s  relat-^ 
ing  to  the  Revolution,  he  gives  hi%  Readi- 
er s  only  the  Debate  on  the  ^<7r^/ Abdicate, 
and  the  two  Declarations  of  Rights  of 
England  and  Scotland. 

The  Journals  of  both  Houfes  neither  hey 
nor  the  Irilh  Editor  he  ferviley  copies^ 
ever  confulted:  j^nd  that  his  whole  Col^ 
le5Hon  rather  conjijis  of  Scraps  and  Frag^ 
tnents^  without  Order^  Connexion,  or  Ter^ 
fpicuity,  and  is  rather  to  be  called  a  Chaos 
than  a  Hijiory,  the  Jlightefi  Examination 
of  any  one  of  his  Volumes  is  fufficknt  to 
demonftrate. 

On  the  contrary y 

Both  Mr  Chandlei'j  Ktfiory  and  Tro^ 
ceedings  oj  the  Commons^  and  mine  of  the 
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Lords,  as  hefore  hinted^  btgm  from  that 
mod  remarkaAie  'Perioa  the  Reftoration; 
and  both  are  continued  regularly  down  to 
th'  Eld  of  the  Ftrii  Sefton  of  the  frefent 
farliament  ;  in  each  of  thefe  IVorks  the 
Journals  of  both  Houfes  have  been  eon^ 
julted^  and  many  very  remarkable'? arti- 
aihrt  haue  been  mferted  which  never 
"^ere  in  'Print  before. 

Many  obfcure  Taffages  are  tlluftrated 
vifth  curious^  h'tftorical  and  critical  Motes^ 
as  likc-juife  -with  many  State- Paper s^Juch 
as  Proclamations^  Orders  of  Council^  De- 
clarations of  IVar,  Treaties  of  Peace,  &c^ 
fcarce  any  of  which  are  to  be  found  m  the 
Irilh  ColleBion  ;  and  Mr  Torbuck  has 
been  extrentely  careful  not  to  render  that 
Edition  IVafe-'Pafer,  by  making  any  Im- 
provemevts  in  his  own. 

Having  faid  thus  much  with  regard  to 
the  General  Plan  of  the  Work^  I /h:tll  pro- 
ceed to  obfervey  that  my  ColleBton  not  only 
contains  every  Thing  to  be  met  with  in 
Torback'j  Edition,  but  alfo  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Speeches,  Protefts,  ^c.  amounting 
to  above  1600  Particulars  entirely  omit- 
ted in  bis.  Nor  has  the  Irilh  Compiler 
been  left  negligent  with  regard  to  the 
Commons,  for  it  appears  by  the  A^ertfms 
Prefix'd  to  the  Contents  of  the  fir/t  five 
ro/umes  of  Mr  Chandler'j  Hijiory,  that 
between  1660  andx-jx^  there  are  nolefs 
thaii  1 200  Particulars  omitted:  And  m 
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vi  Omifjions  in  the  Lords, 

the  (even  laft  volumes  from  1714  w  1742, 
the  Omijfions  are  equally  proportionable. 

1  hope  therefore  Ijhall  not  be  accused  of 
Vanity  in  afferting^  that  my  Edition  oj  the 
Hiftory  a -id  Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  Mr.  Chandler' j  Edition  of  the 
Commons,  is  the  only  compleat  ColledHon 
of  Dfbates  in  both  houfes  oj  Parliament 
from  the  Rcftoration. 

The  following  Particulars  injerted  in 
my  I  wo  fir  ft  volumes  only,  are  intirely 
emitted  in  (he  Irifh  Collection  reprinted  by 
Torbuck,  and  may  ferve  as  a  fmall  Spc- 
timen  of  what  may  be  expeBed  from  the 
Whole  oj  that  boajfed  Terjormance. 

*  l/f  0  NC  K*$  Letter  to  the  Gentlemen  of  Dwom 

*  -*  *  -*   His  Speech  to  the  Members  at  IVhitiball     His 
'  Declaration.    The  King's  Letter  to  the  Houfe  of 

*  Peers.     Votes  thereon.     King's  Speech  to  the  Lords, 

*  relating  to  the  Aft  of  Oblivion.    A  Summary  of  the 

*  Proceedings  relating  to  the  faid  Adl.    And  of  the  Ait 

*  itfclf.     Lord  Chancellor's  Speech. 

•  Second  SeflTion  of  the  Convention-Parliament. 
'  Proteft  on  a  Bill  to  vacate  certain  Fines. 

•  The  firft   Scflion   of  the  Second  Parliament  of 

*  King  Charks  II.     Lord  Charxellor's  Speech.     Lift 

*  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords.     Precedencies  of  the  Lords  in 

*  Parliament.     A  Bill  to  make  void  Fines  levied  by 

*  Sit  Edward  Pmelh  paflcd.     Proteft  thereon. 

•  The  Second  Ssflion.  The  Lcrd  Chancellor's  Ac- 
^  count  of  certain  Plots.     The  Uniformity  and  Militia 

*  Bill  brought  in.    Some  Account  of  the  faid  Bills; 

*  and  of  the  Hcarth-Money  and  Corporation  Bills  ; 

*  as  like  wife  that  for  reverfing  the  Earl  of  Strafford^  % 

*  Attainder.     The  remarkable  Cafe  of  the  diftrefled 

*  Cavaliers,    agreed   to.      Proteft   thereon.      Bill  to 

*  reftore  the  Earl  of  Derby  to  certain  Eftatcs,  p:ifled. 

*  Proteft  ihereon.     Bill  for  difuniting  certain  Hundreds 

♦  from 
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from  tbc  County  of  the  City  of  Ghucefter\  and  Pro- 
tcft  tbereon.  A  Provifo  to  refcrve  the  King'5  Right 
touching  the  difpofing  of  6000  /.  among  indigent 
Officers,  rejeQed  ;  and  Proteft  thereon.  Report  dl  a 
free  Conference  on  a  Bill  for  mending  the  Highways. 
Proteft  thereon. 

•  ITjird  Seflion  of  the  Second  Parliament.  Articles 
preferred  againft  the  Earl  of  Clanndon  by  the  Earl  of 
BriflsL  Ordefj  thereon.  Opinion  of  the  Judges, 
Lord  Chief  Juftxe  Foftirh  Account  of  the  Debates, 
Vt.  which  followed.  Votes  upon  the  Queftion.  A 
Note  upon  the  Cafe  by  the  faid  Lord  Chief  Juftice. 
Kll  for  the  Encouragemerrt  of  Trade,  palled.  A 
Claufe  in  a  Bill  for  Relief  of  fuch  as  were  difabled 
from  Aibfcribing  to  the  Declaration  in  the  A£t  of 
Conformity,  agreed  to.     Proteft  thereon. 

•  Fourth  Seflion  of  the  Second  Parliament.  The 
Earl  of  BriftoP%  Speech  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
Proteft  occafioned  by  the  Cafe  of  Roberts^  Vc. 

^  Fifth  Seftion  of  the  Second  Parliament.     Account 
of  the  A£t  for  taxing  the  Clergy  in  Parliament. 
^  Sixth  Seflion  of  the  Second  Parliament.    Account 
of  the  famous  Five-Mile- Aa. 

•  Seventh  Seflion  of  the  Second  Parliament.  Notice 
taken  of  certain  Quarrels,  while  the  Houfe  was 
fitting.  Bill  for  importing  Irijh  Cattle  j  and  Proteft 
thereon.  Bill  to  determine  Differences  touching 
Houfes  deftroyed  by  the  Fire  of ^  London.  Proteft 
thereon.  Manner  of  proceeding  on  the  Lord  Vifcount 
JkbrJaunt^s  Impeachment ;  and  Proteft  thereon.  A 
firee  Conference  with  the  Commons  refufed  ;  and 
Proteft  thereon.  Bill  for  rchuMingLondani  and  Proteft 
thereon.  Another  Proteft  relating  to  the  Impeach- 
ment of  the  Lord  Vifcount  Mordaunt,  Proceedings 
relating  to  the  taking  of  the  publick  Accounts. 

•  An  intermediate  Seflion.  The  Treaty  of  Bnda^ 
Account  of  the  Difgrace  of  I>ord  Clarendon, 

•  Eighth  Seflion  of  the  Second  Parliament.  LordC/tf- 
•  rendon  impcach'd.  A  Meflagcto  the  Commons.  A 
'  Conference:     Lords  refufe  to  commit  the  Earl.  The 

&id  EarKs  Petition.     A  Bill  to  banifh  the  faid  Earl. 

The  Lord's  Concurrence  defired  to  a  Vote   of  the 

'  Commons  for  apprehending  him  by  Proclamation. 

*  Reafon 


viii  OmiJJions  in  the  Lords, 

*  Rcafons  for  not  agreeing  to  it.    Protcft  on  the  Cafe 

*  of  the  faid  Earl.     Anoiher.     A  Third.    A  Fourth. 

*  Ninth  Seflion  of  the  Second  Parliament.     Caufc 

*  of  Grenvde  and  Ehves  voted  properly  before  the 

*  Houfe.    Pitt  and  others,  Petitioners  againft  Peiham 

*  and  others,  voicd  Relief;  andProteft  thereon.     Peti- 

*  tion  of  one  Cujack^  and  Proteft  thereon.    Declara- 

*  tion  of  War  with  Holland, 

^  King's  Speech  to  the  Lords.      An  Addrefs  of 

*  Thanks,  and  his  Majefty's  Anfwcr.    Lord  Bri/iorB 

*  Speech  on  the  Teft  Adt.     An  Account  of  the  (aid 

*  Aft.     Two  Speeches  of  Lord  Chancellor  Shaft f/bury. 

*  The  Manner  of  taking  the  Seals  from  him. 

*  Articles  of  Peace  with  the  Dutd,    Proclamation 

*  againll  fuch  as  report  the  King  intended  to  diflblve 

*  the  Parliament.    Lord  Arlington's  Voyage  to  H&Uand^ 

<  and  its  Effects. 

*  Proteft  on  the  Vote  of  Thanks  for  his  Majefty*^ 
«  Speech.    Proteft  on  the  Meflage  from  the  Commons 

*  relating  to  the  Cafe  of  Shirley  and  Fagg.     Proteft  on 

*  the  Cafe  of  Barret  and  Lord  Lojlus.    Conference  de  - 

*  fired  in  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Onjlow.    Proteft  thereon, 

<  Conference  between  the  King  and  Sir  H^illiam  Temple^ 

*  on  reconciling  the  Lords  Danby  and  Arlington. 

*  Remarkables  in  the  Inieival  between  the  Seffions. 

*  Reprefentaiion  of  the  Lords  of  Trade.  Dr.  Caty  im- 
^  prifon'd  and  fin'd.     Addrefs  againft  one  Aaron  Smithy 

*  Three  Bills-  fent  to  the  Commons.     Proteft  qn 

<  that  for'fecuring  the  Proteftant  Religion.  Conference 
^  between  the  King,  Duke,  and  Sir  JV,  Temple.     An- 

*  other  between  the  King,  and  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

*  Order  againft  Mr.  A/jrz^^ys  Growth  of  Popery,  &c. 
^  Two  Adjournments  and  a  Prorogation.     Remarka- 

*  bles  between  the  SefTions. 

«  Claim  to  the  Title  of  Vjfcount  Purbeck  ;  and  Pro- 

*  teft  thereon.  Another  Proteft  ihereon.  Petition  to 
«  the  King  touching  the  Claim  to  the  Title  of  Vif- 
^  count  Purbeck^  agreed  to.     Proieft  thereon. 

*  Account  of  the  Popilh  Plot.    Lords  Addrefs  there- 

*  on.     C«?/^w<2«'s  Examination.     7//tt5  0tf//j  vindicates 

*  the  Duke  of  lori.     A  Conference  betiveen  the  two 

*  Houle-  relating  to  the  ifluing  certain  Commiflions. 

*  NobleBthaviourofthc5/»^ff/)aAmbaflador.  Debate  on 

•  the 
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*  theJTeft  againft  Popery.  Quarrel  between  the  Lords 
'  Pminii  and  Darjet.  Mifunderftanding  between  ihc 
^  Marqult  of  fFinton  and  Earl  of  Clarendon.  King  re- 
'  fcfes  to  pai3  the  Militia  Bill.     A  remarkable  Hint  gi* 

*  Tcii  ro  the  Houfe  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,     A  Me- 

*  nioiul  to  his  Grace's  Honour  entered  in  the  Tour- 
^  Dais.    Lord  Audlej  takes  his  Leave  of  the  Houfe. 

*  Aditrs  in  his  Favour.     An  Irregularity  in  Lord 

*  ff^jr/^'s  taking  the  Oaths  complained  of.  Order 
'  thereon.    Odser  Complaints  of  the  like  Nature.    A 

*  C  nfcrence  on  the  Forces  in  flandtrs.  Proteft  on  the 
'  Bill  to  diiami  Papifts.     Remaikables  in  the  Interval 

*  between  the  Seflions* 

*  Lord  Danhy  withdraws.    Proteft  on  the  Bill  to dlf- 

*  able  nis  Lord(hip.    Farther  Proceedings  againft  his 

*  Lordfliip.     Scheme  of  a  new  Privy  Council.     His 

*  Mijefty's  Declaration  in  Council  thereon.  A  Lift  of 
'  -he  uid  Council.     Farther  Proceedings  on  the  Earl  of 

*  Danbf^  Cafe.  Bill  for  freeing  the  City  of  London  of 
'Pzpifc,  paflcd.     Proteft  thereon.    Earl  of  Danhfs 

*  ?!ca.    Conference  wiih  the  Commons  on  appointing 

*  *  H"^h  Steward  5  and  Proteft  thereon.    Proceedings 

*  cf  iht  new  Privy  Council. 

*  Proceedings  and  Diflblution  of  the  new  Council. 

*  Rl  ot'  ExcIuCon  carried  up  to  the  Lords.  Proteft 
'  th.rton.  Debate  on  the  State  of  the  Nation.  Pier^ 
'  ^\  Petition  for  the  Earldom  of  Northumberland. 
'  P:o'cit  thereon.    Vole  concerning  the  Plot.    Alte* 

*  m-ons  at  Court* 

*  Fiizbarris  impeached.    Some  Account  of  the  faid 

*  htzharris.     Parliament  diflblved.     Death  of  King 

*  Chsrlts  II.  King  James's  Srft  Speech  in  Council. 
'  Kegoes  publickly  to  Ma6,  and  continues  theReve- 

*  rue  by  Proclamation. 

'  T^anly  Parliament  held  in  the  Reign  of  Kins  James 
the  Second  J 

'  Twenty  Lords  introduc'd  in  one  Day.  Proceed- 
'  T.p-in  the  Cafe 'of  ihe  Popifh  Lords;  Proteft  there- 
'  orf.  Caic  of  Mrs.  Harvey  \  Proteft  thereon  Bill 
'  0  reverie  Lo:d  St-ifford^s  A  tainder ;  Proteft  thereon* 
'  I/vids  vote  CO  ftaiKl  by  the  King>  and  his  Majefty*s 

*  An- 
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«  Anfwcr.     Tragical  Fate  of  the  Earl  of  Argyle. 

*  Duke  of  Monmcuth^s  Landing  and  Declaration. 

*  The  Second  and  Laft  Seffion  of  the  only  Parlia- 

*  ment  held  in  the  Reign  of  King  James  II.     Debate 

*  on  the  Addrefs  of  Thanks.  King's  Anfwer.  Petition 

*  of  the  Lord  Delamere.  Addrefs  thereon  5  and  King's 
'  Anfwcr.   Lord  Chancellor  Jeffreys^  Account  of  the 

*  Proceedings  againft  the  faid  Lord.    Earl  of  Stamford's 

*  Petition.     Orders  thereon.     He  pleads  the  general 

*  Pardon.     Proclamation  relating  to  an  univerfal  Li- 

*  berty  of  Conference,  fcf^.  Prince  of  Or^/r^^'sfirft  De- 
^  claration.    An    additional  Declaration.     A  fpurious 

*  Declaration.    King's  Declaraiion.    Petition  of  feveral 

*  Lords  to  hb  Majcfty.    His  Majcfty's  Anfwcr.    Lord 

*  Devonjhiri^  Paper.  Nottingham  Paper.  Proclamation 

*  for  a  general  Pardon.     King's  Propofal  to  the  Prince^ 

*  and  his  Highnefs's  Anfwer.    Kinedilbands  his  Army. 

*  Meeting  of  the  Peers  at  Guild-Hail     Their  Deda- 

*  ration.     Addrefs  of  the  City  of  London  to  the  Prince^ 

*  The  Lords  meet  hb  Highncfs  at  St.  James\    His 

*  Highnefs's  Speech.     The  Lords  Vote  of  Thanks. 

*  The  King's  Papers  left  behind  him  on  his  cfcaping  to 

*  France.     The  Peers  affemWe  at  Wejlminfier. 

*  A  Form  of  Prayer  ordered.     King  Jamah  Letter 
'  to  the  Lords  of  the  Council.     Another  Letter  to  the 

*  Lords  and  Commons ;  rejedlcd  by  the  laft,  and  drop*d 
'  by  the  firft.     Debate  occafioned  by  the  Commons 

*  Vote  of  Vacancy.    Farther  Debate  on  the  Commons 

*  Vote.     Debate  on  the  WorJs  Abdicated  znA  Defer  ted, 

*  Forty  Lords  Proteft  againft  the  Vote,  of  the  Throne's 

*  being  vacant.  Tumultuous  Peiition  fet  on  Foot, 
^  and   difcouraged  by  the  Prince.     Lord  Mayor    ol 

*  London^  Order  thereon.     Order  of  the  Lords  with) 

*  refpeft  to  the  King's  Birth-Day.  A  Lift  of  the  Priv  j 
'  Council.  Promotions.  Earl  of  5/^;/^/ri7//rf's  Letter  ir 
'  Jullification  of  hij?  own  Condudl.  Earl  of  Netting- 
^  /jr/w  movesfora  Bill  of  Comprchenfion,  and  receive 
^  thcThanksoftheHoufe.  Inquiry  into  the  Death  of  th^ 
'  Eai  1  of  lijex,  A  Mcflage  from  the  King,  relating  to  hi 
'  i'ccurinjt  certain  fufpe^ted  Perfons.  Addrefs  thereoi^ 
'  King  Jdmes's  Expedition  to  frehv/d  communicate^ 
'  by  Mtllage.  Scvcrul  Lords  decline  lakin?;  the  Oaths 
'  king's  Speech  in  Favour  of  Difisntcrs.     Bill  brough 
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*  in  to  abrogate  the  former  Oaths  5    rejedcd.     Proteft 

*  thereon.  His  Majefty's  Meflagc  by  the  Earl  of  Shrewf^ 
'  krj^  relating  to  a  general  Pardon.  Bill  to  naturalize 
'  Prince  George.  Addrcfe  of  Thanks  thereon.  Bill 
*for  uniting  Proteftant  Subjcfts  reported.     King  and 

*  Queen  crown'd.  A  Conference  between  the  two 
'  Houfcs  ;  reported  by  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater.     War 

*  declared  with  France,     Proceedings  on  the  Poll  Bill. 

*  Attainders  reversed-    Cafe  of  the  Earl  of  Devonjhire. 

*  Judges  examined  thereon.  Their  Decifion.  Dr.  OaU^% 
'  remarkable  Cafe.  Oats  pctittens  the  Lords.  Opinion 
'  of  the  Judges.  The  Judgment  againft  him  to  Ibnd 
'  unreverfcd  ;  Proteft  thereon.     A   Provifo  that  Oat\ 

*  (hall not  be  received  as  a  Witnefs  ;  agreed  to.    Con- 

*  ference  between  the  two  Houfes  in  OaU*%  Affair^ 
'  Free  Conference.  Reply  of  the  Commons.  Both 
'  Houfes  adhere.  Addrcfs  to  the  King  that  OaU  might 
'  he  pardoned.     Amendment  to  the  Bill  of  Rights  and 

*  Sucoeflion*  in  Favour  ot  the  Princcfs  Sophia  ;  dita- 
'  greed  to  by  the  Commons,  and  efpoufed  by  the  King. 

*  Reafonsof  the  Lords.    Birth  of  the  Dxxkc  o(Glouce/ier. 

'  Addrefs  to  put  the  Coafts  in  a  State  of  Defence,  6fr.  , 
'  Addrefe  relating  to  the  Mifcarriages  in  Ireland^  and  the 
'  King's  Anfwer.  Two  orher  Addreflcs  on  the  fame 
'  Affiir  3  and  Anfwer.  Addrefs  for  removing  French 
'  Papiils  9  and  the  King's  Aniwer.  A  tumultuous 
'  Petition  of  the  Silk- Weavers,  occafionedby  a  Woolen 
'  Bni ;  and  Anfwer  of  ihe  Lords.  Addrefs  for  Guards, 

*  and  Order  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  Governor  of  the  Tow- 

*  cr,  Wr.     The   Woolen  Bill  rejeded.     Conference 

*  on  a  Bill  to  attaint  feveral  Perfons.  Moiion  occafi- 
'  cned  hy  the  Bill  for  Payment  of  the  Dutch,  Addrefs 

*  thereon  ;  and  King's  Anfwer.    Vacant  Bjfhop  .vks 

*  £!lcd. 

'  The  S  cond  Seflion  of  the  Convention-Parliament. 

*  Lcird  Grijfin  declines  taking  the  Oaths  ;  and  k  taken 

*  n:o  Cuftody.  Debate  concerning  him.  Petition  of 
'  Lord  Viicount  Prejlon  j  who  is  fent  to  the  Tower. 

*  Bill  of  Indemnity.  Mr.  Hampdtn^  junior,  appears 
'  before  a  Committee  of  Lords.  A  Claufe  added  to  the 
'  Bui  of  Rights.  Debate  on  the  difpenfing  Power.  Bill 
'  to  dtfabic  Minors  from  marrying  without  Confent  of 

*  Paicnis  or  Guardians,  pafled  ;  Froteft  thereon,  Dif- 

'  folution 
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•  folution  of  the  Convention  Parliament  and  Prefcr- 

nienis. 

*  The  Secmd  Parliament  of  King  William. 

*  Report  of  allowing  ihe  City  of  London  farther 
Time ;  Not  agreed  to  j  and  Proteft  thereon. 

*  Lords  Addrefs  to  the  Kinp.  And  to  the  Queen. 
Admiralty  Commidioners  Bill  pafled ;  and  Proieft 
thereon.  Report  concerning  Impeachments.  Lords 
Salijbury  and  Peterborough  difchargcd  from  their  Bail. 
York  Buildings  Water- Works  BiJl  pafled  ;  and  Pro'eft 
thereon.  The  Grand  Congrcfs.  His  Majefty's Speech 
at  the  opening  thereof.     Refoluiions  taken  thereon. 

*  Bill  to  diflblve  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  Marriage. 
Queftion  concerning  Proxies  carried  in  the  Negative  ; 
and  Proteft  thereon.  Proceeding  on  the  Poll- Bill. 
Proteft  thereon.  Queftion  wheiher  any  Entry  (hall 
be  made  in  the  Book,  relating  to  the  laft  Claufe  in 
the  Bill,  pafled  in  the  Afiirmativc;  Promotions. 
Afl^airs  Abroad. 

*  Queftion  for  a  Conference,  pafs'd  in  the  Negative  j 
and  Proteft  thereon.  Trial  of  Lord  Mohun  5  and 
Proteft  thereon.  Bill  for  reviving  certain  Laws ;  and 
Proteft  thereon.     Promotions. 

*  Leave  given  to  the  Dutcbcfs  of  Grafton  to  with- 
draw her  Petition  5  and  Proieft  thereon.  Eifliop  S//7- 
lingfleefs  Speech  in  the  great  Caufe  of  the  Earl  of 
Bath,  Tonnage  Bill  pafled  ;  and  Proteft  thereon. 
Promotions.     Affairs  Abroad. 

*  Death  of  Queen  Mary.  Addrefs  of  Condolence 
thereon,  and  King's  Aniwer.  AfiFairof  the  Convex 
Lights,  and  the  Concern  of  the  Marquis  of  l^rmanfy 
therein,  together  with  the  Speech  of  the  (aid  Marquis. 
Queftion  pafled  in  the  Negative  j  and  Proteft  thereon. 
Joint  Commitiee  of  both  Houfes  to  inquire  into  A- 
bufes  and  Corruptions.  Mcflige  to  the  Commons  re- 
lating theiero.  Sir  Thomas  Coot  heard  by  the  Lords. 
Dvke  of  Leedi^s  Motion  that  he  {hould  purge  the 
Peers  upon  Oath,  over-ruled.  A  qualifying  Meflage 
from  Sir  Thomas  Coot ;  which  gives  Offence.  Bill  >o 
indemnify  him.  7  he  Depofition  of  Mr.  Bates,  whh 
refpeft  to  the  Duke  of  Leeds.  And  of  Sir  Ba/l  Fire- 
brace.    Duke  of  Leeds  impcach'd.    His  Speech  ori 
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*  ihe  reading  the  Lords  Committee's  Report.  The  Ar- 
^  ricb  of  Impeachment  againft  him  read  ;  and  his 
'  Grace's  Speech  thereon.     His  Anfwer  thereto.    Mcf- 

*  iage  to  put  the  Commons  in  Mind  of  the  Impeach- 

*  Dent  of  the  Duke  of  Leeds.  His  Grace  complaint 
'  of  their  Delay,     And  dcfires  hb  Impeachment  may 

*  be  difcharged.     Meflage  from  the  Commons.    The 

*  Djkeof  JLf/ij  arraigns  the  Condudl  of  the  Commons. 

*  Abftraft  of  the  Adl  for  imprifoning  Sir  Thomas  CocJtj 
'  ^f.  Proclamation  for  fecuriog  Mr  Robart.  Promo- 
^  tbns.    And  Affairs  Abroad. 

'  An  Account  of  the  AlTaflination  Plor.    The  At- 

*  tinder  of  Sir  J$bn  Fenxvici  j  and  Proteft  thereon. 
'  Sir  'Jin  FenwicFs  Papers  left  with  the  Sheriffs.     Bill 

*  to  rdbin  Stock-jobbers  ;  and  Proteft  thereon.  Pro- 
'  modons.    Congrefi  of  Ryjwick, 

'  Earl  of  MaccUsfiM%  Cafe  ;   and  Plea.     Proteft 

*  tiiereon.  Earl  of  Warwick  and  Lord  Mohun  tried 
'  and  acquitted.     Bill  to  diffolvc  the  Duke  of  Norfolk^ 

*  Mam'age  ;  and  Proteft  thereon.     The  fa  id  Duke's 

*  Ufe.    Duke  of  Glomefiir^s  Death,  and  other  Inci- 

*  3cnts  during  the  Recefs- 

'  An  intercepted  Letter  of  the  Earl  of  Mefort% 
'  roramanicated  by  the  King.  Capt.  Norris*s  Sufpen- 
'  hi  uken  off ;  and  the  Proteft  thereon.  King  James 
'  d«3,  and  his  Son  is  proclaimed  by  the  French  King. 

'  Great  Alterations  at  Court.  Exploits  Abroad. 
'  AEiirs  Abroad. 

*  Lords  Add refe.  Queen's  A  nfwer.  Proceedings  on 
'  Ae  Occafional  Conformity  -Bill.  BHhop  of  Sal'i/bury^ 
'  Speech.  Lord  Haverjbam'^  Speech.  The  Bill  re- 
'  s3ei  Abftrad  of  the  Occafional  Conformity-  Bill. 
'  A  Lift  of  Peers  who  voted  for  and  againft  the  Bill. 
'  S:.-/!  Plot.    Controverfy  with  the  Commons  thereon. 

*  Aidrefi  to  the  Queen  on  the  Deficiency  of  Seamen  ; 

*  and  her  Majefty*s  Anfwer.     Votes  againft  Admiral 

*  Grs}Jl»n,  Votes  on  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Com- 
'  miuec.  The  Lords  Committees  thank'd.  Altera- 
'  lions  at  Court.    Exploits  or  the  Year  1704. 

*  Addrefi  to  fecurc  the  Northern  Borders  againft  the 
'  Srs/j.  Bill  to  enable  the  Earl  of  Bath  to  make  Leafes ; 
'  Proteft  thereon.    Bill  for  recruiting  the  Land  Forces ; 

*  ^  Proteft  thereon.    Promotions.    Affairs  Abrcad. 

*Divi- 
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*  Divifion  on  the  Queftion  for  inviting  over  the  Prin- 

*  ccft  Sbpbia  ;  and  Proteft  thereon.     Bill  for  the  better 

*  Security  of  her  Majefty  brought  in.    Another  for 

*  Naturalizing  the  Hanover  Line.     Another  for  ap- 

*  pointing  a  Regency  on  the  Qyeen's  Deceafe.  A 
«  Fourth  for  an  Union  with  Scotland.     A  Fifth  Bill  for 

*  the  better  Security  of  her  Majefty's  Perfon.  A  Rider 
«  rejected ;  and  Proteft  thereon.  The  Bill  pafled  j  and 
«  Proteft  thereon.    Exploits  Abroad. 

^  Lords  Addreis.    Queen's  Anfwer.    Honours  be- 

*  ftowed. 

*  Debates  on  the  Addrefs  of  Thanks.  The  Sentiments 

*  of  the  Earl  of  tVharton  and  Lord  Somen.    Lord 

*  Haverjhdm's  Speech.     Bill  for  rendering  the  Union 

*  morecomplea;  pafled ;  and  Proteft  thereon.  A  Com- 
'  mittee  of  Lords  examine  Gregg.     Refolution  of  the 

*  Houfe  thereon  prefented  to  the  Queen  j  and  her  Ma- 

*  jefty's  Anfwer.     The  Pretender  arrives  at  Dunkirk. 

*  Lords  Addrefs  on  that  Occafion ;  and  Queen's  An- 

*  fwer.     Manner  of  elefting  the  Sixteen  Scots  Peers, 

*  &ff .    Lift  of  the  Privy  Council  for  the  United  King- 

*  dom.     Exploits  Abroad. 

*  Lords  Addreis.    No  Peace  again  voted  without  the 
«  whole  Monarchy  of  Spa.n  be  leftored  to  the  Houfe 

*  oi  Aujiria,  Addrefsof  both  Houfes  on  reducing  G>&/»/.  i 

*  1  he  Motion  of  the  Demolition  of  Dunkirk  ^xt{tT\t^A 

*  to  the  Queen  j  and  her  Majefty's  Anfwer.    Bill  for  a 

*  general  Naturalization  ;  and  Proteft  thereon.    Rider 

*  to  the  Bill  tor  improving  the  Union  refufed  j  and  Pro- 
<  tcft  thereon.  Protein  on  tiie  pafling  that  Bill.  Ab- 
«  ftradl  of  the  faid  Bill.    Affau-s  Abroad. 

'  Lords  Addrefs.     Articles  exhibited  againft  Dr.  Sa^ 

*  cheverell     Refolution  that  the  Words  Juppo/ed  to  bt 

*  criminal  are  not  neceflary  to  be  expreflfed  m  Impeach- 

*  mcnts }   and  Proteft  thereon.    Proceedings  on  the 
«  Articles.    Votes  on  the  firft  Article  j   and  Proteft: 

*  thereon.     Vote  that  the  Commons  have  made  good 

*  their  Charge  \  and  Proteft  thereon.     Queftion  to  be 

*  put  in  WefimivJler-HaW  j  and  Proteft  thereon.  Oian- 
'  ges  at  Court.    Affairs  Abroad. 

*  Motion  about  returning  Thanks  to  the  Duke  of 
'  Mariborcugh,    The  Misfortune  at  fir/Ai^^j  com mu-| 

*  nicated  by  MeiQge  j  and  Addrefs  thereon.    A  Let- 
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ter  from  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  to  the  Earl  of 
Peter bw^iigh*  Queftion  put  to  the  Lord  Gahvay^ 
Why  he  gave  the  Right  to  the  Portr/gtaje  in  Spain  ? 
Which  is  voted  DiQionourablc  to  the  Britiib  Nation. 
The  Lords  enquire  into  the  Number  of  effe£tive  Men 
in  Spsin  at  theiime  of  the  Battle  of  Almanza.  Quef- 
uon  with  relation  to  two  Regiments  in  the  Spanijb 
Senricc ;  and  Proteft  thereon.  Queftion  with  rela- 
lion  xo  the  Deficiencies  in  the  faid  Service ;  and  Pro* 
reft  thereon.  Reprcfentation  to  the  Queen,  relating 
to  the  AffaB^s  of  Spain.  Mr.  Harley  made  Earl  of 
Oxferdy  and  Lord  Treafurer.  Lord  Keeper's  Speech 
to  htm.  Operations  of  the  Campaign.  Congrefs 
appointed  at  Utrecht. 

*  The  Queen  flays  in  the  Houfe  incog.  Debate  a- 
bout  a  Claufe  in  the  Addrefs  offered  by  the  £arl  of 
Naitinibam.  The  Qaufe  inferted  in  the  Addrefs. 
The  &id  Addreis.  Proteft  on  the  Addrefi.  Debate 
about  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's  Cafe,  as  to  his  being 
created  Duke  of  Brandon.  Bill  of  occafional  Confor- 
mity, brought  in  by  the  Earl  of  Hotvngham.  Petiti- 
on of  the  Dutch  2Li^  French  Churches  received.  Ab- 
tbrzet  of  the  faid  Bill.  Debate  about  the  Duke  of 
Hamli^s  Patent.  Proteft  thereon.  Addre&  relat- 
ing to  the  Treaty ;  and  thcQueen's  Anfwcr.  Twelve 
Peers  created.  Promotions.  The  Queen's  Anfwer 
lo  the  Lords  Addrefs  about  the  Negotiation  of  Peace. 
Mefiage  from  the  Queen,  defiring  the  Lords  toad- 
pum ;  with  which  the  Lordscomply.  The  Queen's 
Anfwer  to  the  Reprefentation  of  the  Scotch  Lords. 
The  Queen's  Melfege  to  both  Houfes  for  a  farther 
Ad^urnment.  A  fecond  Meflage.  The  Lords  Ad- 
dreis; and  her  Majefty's  Anfwcr.  Dukt  of  Devon- 
^ire^s  Motion  for  fettling  the  Precedency  of  the  Houfe 

of  Hanover.  The'  Affair  about  the  Duke  of  Ham:U 
tzn'%  Patent  drop'd.  The  PJace-Bill  rfjefled  by  the 
Leads.  The  Grant-Bill  read  the  firft  Time ;  and 
Ddsate  thereon.  The  Sentiments  of  the  Duke  of 
Argyb^  Earl  of  U^arton^  an3  the  Lords  Ccfwpcr  and 
IhlBfax.  The  Bill  dropt.  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John 
made  Vifcount  BoUngbrokc.     Affairs  Abroad. 

•  The  Malt-Bill  committed  by  the  Lords.     Proteft 
*  thereon*     Rcmarkables  between  ilic  Seflions. 

To 


XVI  ■  ;  I 

To  point  out  the  /everal  Omiffions  in 
the  fubfequent  Volumes,  would  only  tire 
the  Reader  :  But  if  Mr  Torbuck  and  his 
Colleague*  think  this  not  fufficient,  the  Par- 
ticulars omitted  between  17 14  and  1742, 
fliall  be  fpecified  at  Large  for  their  SatiC- 
fddion. 

Ebenezer  Timbekland. 
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DEBATES  and  PROTESTS  therein, 

DURING 

The  First  Session  of  the  Tai no  Par- 
liament of  King  GEORG E  11. 


RON  the  DilTohnion  of  the  lafl  Pailinrnv-nt  An.  i 
Haf:  Bro>,:/c:j  Kfq;  \v:is  crcatcJ  u  l'>uron  ' 
ottjrJt  Brfiiihi,  by  tlie  i:^tile  and  Title  of  ^"^ 


<;.  Cco. 


II. 


uouiitv   or 


Ca-h-V 


shb  .S'.-; 


?^<^^    created    Hriicn   of    ILle'fcr^ 


tl'.c 


Ct^nr,'  ijf    A^-Fjerfft  ;  a;id    7;-'^;   //:'7'r,    Efq;  create  J  h>aron 


ui  Crfiz:'-r!hy  ia  ti?  Cor.iuy  of  i'/:!ts  :  ^nd,  (luring  li'.J 
Kfceft,  the  lyOrd  \  ifconnt  7 'j'/.\ :';/;-,  (  r..:rl  of  V /-;,•;  ^;;./ i;: 
l-^L-y  )  died  ^vithcut  Ufcc  ;  the  "iiij  c::i.-ct. 

VgL,  VIII,    ..^     .A  ^'51 


in:a 


(      2      ) 

Ao.  15.  Ceo.  IT.  On  the  13th  of  June  came  on  the  Eledlion  of  the  Sixteen 
^  1741.  Peers  for  Scotland^-,  theState  of  the  SCOTS  PEERAGE 
*—"'  — w*^  1"^    is  as  follows  : 

Sute  ofthcScoti  DUKES  lo.  Hamilton  (a),  Buccleugh,  Lenox  (h),  Cor- 
Pcci\ige.  donf,  Queenlberry  (c),  Argyle(d),  Douglas,  Athole  f  (e), 

Montrofc,  Roxburgh. 

MA  RQJJ  E  SS  ff.Vg.  Annandale,TweeGale,Lothian-t. 
EARLS  52.  Crawford*,  Sutherland*,  Rothes,  Mor- 
ton f,  Buch  a  a*,  Glencairnf,  Eglington,  Caffils  f ,  Caith- 
nefs,  Murray t>  Horaef,  \Vigtoun|,  Strathmore,  A^er' 
come,  Kelly  f,  Haddingtoun,  Gallgway,  Lauder  Jalc  t , 
Hinnoul  (,f),  Loudon -f,  Dumfries,  Sterling,  Klgin(g),  Tra- 
quair,  Weems,  Dalhoufie,  Findlater  f ,  Leven -f,  Dyfeit, 
Selkirk,  Northefk*,  Kincardine,  Halcarras  f,  Aboyne,  Kil- 
marnock j*,  Dundonald,  Kintore  *,  Broadalbin  I ,  Aber- 
deen, Dunmore  f,  iMurch,  Marchmont,  Hyndford  *,  Cro- 
rnarty  f,  Stair,  Kofeherry  I,  Glafgow,  Portraore,  Bute, 
hoptoun  *,  Dclorain,  llay  -f . 

t^  I  SCO  U  NT  S  8.  Falkland,  Stormont,  ArSuth- 
not,  Oxenford,  Irwin,  Dunblaine  (h),  Strathallan,  Gar- 
nock, 

BARONS  -^2.  Forbes  t,  Salton  *,  Gray1,  Cath- 
cart,  Mordington,  Semple  f,  Flphinafton,  oliphant  *, 
Lovat,  Borthwick  f ,  Rofs  f ,  Somerville  f ,  Torpichen  *, 
JLindores  -f  Balmerino,  Blantyre,  Cranfton,  Napier,  Rae  f , 
Kirkcudbright  f,  Forrei.er,  Banff,  Colville,  Elibank,  Hal- 
kerton,  Sinclair,  Belbaven  f ,  RoUo  \ ,  Rutherford  f ,  Bal- 
lenden,  Kinnaird,  Newark  f. 

Thofe  dilHnj;uifhed  by  a  f  were  prefent  at  the  Eledion, 
thofe  with  a  *  fent  their  Proxies. 

The  following  Sixteen  were  ele^led  without  Oppofition  ; 
NawsofthciS  ^'^^'^'"  ^"^'^  Marquis  o{  Lothian  ;  John  Lin'^ayy  FLarl  of 
elcftrd  t'lir  the  Crawford ;  John  Suiherlan^^  Earl  of  Sutherland  ;  James 
Ni  th  Par'im-  D)Uj/aSy  Eirl  of  Morton  ;  J  Jwes  Stuarty  Earl  of  Gar- 
ment of  Gnat  rajf.  Xli^.Wa'n  Hmey  Earl  of  Hme  :  %  Charles  Mait^ 
iitain.  y^^^^  £j^|  Qf  i^^.f^^grdale  :    John  Ca^nphel^  Earl  of  Lotiffon  ; 

James  O^ilviej  Earl  of  Findlaier  ;  Ge'irge  Camphelj  Ear!  of 
Acc^oMt  of  that  Broadalbin  ;  George  Murray^  Earl  of  Dunmore  ;  Join  Car'-^ 
EicdiM.  mkhael.    Earl   of  Hyndford -^    Charles  Collier ^    T.turl  of  Port ^ 

more  ;  Charles  Hopey  Earl  of  Hoptoun  ;  Arch  hald  Campbe!, 
Earl  of  Hay  ;  %  James  Somervilley  Lord  Somerville  :  C)f 
which  thofe  diftinguifh'd  by  J  are  in  the  Room  of  the  Duke 
of  Bucc'eughy  and  the  Earl  of  Bute  ;  the  Duke  of  Atho^e^ 
who,  upon  the  Demife  of  the  late  Earl  of  Derby ^  fucceeded 

to 

(a)  Duke  of  Brandon,  (b)  Duke  of  Richm  nd.  (c)  Dske  of 
Dover.  (d)  Duke  of  Greenwich.  (e)  Lord  Strange.  (  f )  Baron 
Hay  of  Prdwardrn  in  the  County  of  Somerfet.  (g)  £arl  of  Ajle&ury, 
(h)  Duke  ot  Le.d8. 


«74« 


(    3    ) 
to  rbc  Title  of  Lord  Strange  in  England*^  and  the  Lord  An.  15.  Geo.lI 
CjtK'art,  deceased. 

Copies  of  the  above  Lift  were  fent  figned  by  the  Duke  of 
L'^-t,  the  Earls  of  Selkirk ,  Port  more  j  .'Ibercorve,  and  (^a!- 
;.',  and  the  Lord  Kinnaird -^  Lxyrd  Bal  nerino  fent  his 
Ucier  for  tlie  Earl  of  Morton  only,  bccaufe  that  Earl  hid 
notified  by  circular  Letters,  that  he  was  to  (land  Candi- 
date, and  dcG'-ed  the  Votes  of  the  Peers. 

The  Dukes  o? Hamilton,  B  cc^eu^'h^  Queens hrryy  Ar^y^Cy 
ani  V',ntt^/ey  the  MarquiHes  of  Tivee.^a'e  and  jnn:.'n/a'e  ; 
t'c  Earls  of  Aberleen^  ^larchnon^j  and  Sta'^*-j  tho*  ztEMn- 
:  -;/,  did  not  thinly  fit  to  be  prefent  a^  the  Eledion. 

T£%r  KT¥,  cf  th  VEE?.AG  E  ^t  the  Opening 
tri  Frfi  Sefion  of  the  Ninth  Parliament  g/*  Great 
Britain,  Dec.   i,  174 1. 


Tr.fe  marked  \  don't  fit 
Charter  J  k.  t.  Knii^ht  of  the  Thiftlej^    k.  b,  Kuight  of  the 


in  the  Houfe,  k.  ^,  Kni^h  of  the 
b,  Khi^ht  c 
Batb^  p.  c.  Privy  Counceilory  u.  a  Then  Under  jV^r. 


DUKES,   17. 

HIS  Royal  Hi?h'  rfi  Fredenck 
Prnc-of  Wal«,p  c    k.  %. 
ff-  Acyal  Highnefs  Wilium  Duke 

o<r*Ci:niberknd,  k.  g. 
E'wvdHcvfc^rd  Duke  ofNorf  Ik  f 
ChBrles  Seymoor  Duke  or  Somer- 

'ft,p.c.  k.  g. 
^ilS-ni  Fttzroy  DbaC    of   Clcvc 

Chaik?  Lcnot  Dake  of  Ridunond, 

F-  c    k.  g. 
C&  rla  Fftsioy  Duke  of  Grafton, 

F.c,  k-  g. 
Hi^inr  Sr  merfet  Duke  of  Beaulbrt. 
Gba  iei  Beabjckrke  Duke  of  St  AI- 

•«n«,   k     |[. 

*Tht  f.thmmg  created  Dukes  ^ff(« 

tbe  Rrrolution. 
CbaHci  Povffktt  Duke  of  Boltcii, 

p.  c   k.  g. 
Thr-mxt  Clborne  Duke  of  Leeds. 
J  ^nlU>l  D.keofBc'f  rd. 
W}' um  CiTcnd'ih  Di|ke  ofDevon- 

(kire.  p.  c    k.  g 
€:ur'e»  Spencer  Dvko  of  Marlbo- 

mogh,  p    c.  k    g 
J  b-i  Manners  Doke    of  Rutkiid^ 

^  r.  k.  g 
}'^  M«ntagQ  Duke  of  Montagu, 

^c•k•  «. 


r>L    f     ^     t     .*  .        r   WN         The  State  of  the 
Charges  D>uglM  Duke    of   Dover,  e^^.a,  ieeiagc, 

"*  ^    '     .  at  the  Opening  of 

James  Hamilton  Duke  of  Brand^^n  f  ^^  Seihon- 
Pereg'ine  Bertie  Duke  of  Ajicafter, 

p.  c. 
Evelyn  Picrpoint  Duke    of  King- 

fton,  k  g 
Tborou  Holies  Pcham   Duke   of 

N'wcift!c,  p.  c  k.g. 
Wiliam  Bentiack  Duke    ofPo't- 

hnl,  k.  f, 
John  Csmpbcll    Duke    of  Green- 
wich, p.  c.  k.  g. 
Ro^crt  Montagi  D.  of  Manchefter. 
James  Brydgcs  Duke    cf  Chandos, 

p.  c.  k.  g 
Liorel  CratiBeld  Sackville  Duke  of 

Dirfct.  p.  c.  k.  g. 
ScToop  EgpTton  D.  o '  Pr  I'gewater. 

M  A  R  (yj  I  S  S. 
William  Herbert  Marq.  01'  Powis  ^ 

EARLS.    71. 
George  Ta.hot  E.  of  Shrc  %fbuiy  \ 
EdwTd  Sta  '.ley  Eirl  of  Derby. 
Th^^phllus  Haftings  Earl  of  Hun* 

tingdon 
Henry  Herbert  Earl  of  Pembroke, 

p.c. 
Hen.y  Clintin  Eirl  of  Lincoln. 
Henry  Howard  Earl    f  Su^  Ik. 
James  Cecil  £ari  uf  S«li(bury. 
A  a  Brownlow 


( 

^,  15.  Geo.  II.  B^o^K*nlow  Cecil  Earl  of  Exeter. 

'74>«  J^^"  Sidney  Earl  of  Leiccftcr,  p.  c. 

J?niesC  .mpton  E.  of  Northampton. 

Edw-ird  Rich  Earl  of  Warwick  and 
Holland 

William  FicMing  Earl  of  Denbigh. 

John  Fane  Earl  of  Wcftmorcland. 

Henry  Bowes  Howard  Eari  of  Berk- 
/hire. 

Charles  Mor Jaunt  Earl  of  Peter- 
borough. 

Hany  Gray  Earl  of  Stamford. 

Daniel  Finch  Earl  of  Winchclfca 
and  Nottingham,  p.  c, 

Philip  Dormer  Stanhope  Earl  of 
Chefterfield,  p.  c.  k.  g. 

SackvilJe  Tufton  Earl  of  Thanet. 

John  Montagu  Earl  of  Sandwich. 

Henry  Hyde  Earl  ofClarcndun  aJid 
Rcchefter. 

WillinmCapcl  Earl  ofElTcx,  p.  c. 

kf  g. 

George  Brudenel  Earl  ofCirdigan. 

Richard  Anncflev  Ear!  of  Anglcfey. 

Henry  Howard  Eari  of  Ca.ine. 

Thomas  Bruce  Eail  of  Aylefbury  f  . 

|lichard  Boyle  Earl  of  Burlington, 
p.  c.  k.  g. 

Anthony  Alhlcy  Cooper  Earl  of 
Shaftfbury. 

George  Henry  Lee  Earl  of  Litch- 
field.       . 

John  Robarts  Earl  of  Radnor. 

Auguftus  Berkeley  Earl  of  Ber- 
keley, k.  t. 

Moi.tagu  Vcfables  Bertie  Earl  of 
Abingdon,  p.  c. 

Paftift  Ni;cl  larl  of  Gainfborough. 

Robert  D'Any  Earl  of  Holderncfs.  - 

Oth-3r  Lewis  "Windibr  Kickmin 
Farl  of  l*lymout)i,  u.  a. 

William  Scitio'.d  Howard  Earl  of 
Staftbid  t 

Ti^e  jVJ'jawng  Eleven  created  fna 
the    Rezclttfion. 

Thomas  Lumlcy  bannderfon  Earl 
of  Scarborough,  k.  b. 

George  Booth  Earl  of  Warrington. 

Rich-rd  Newport  Earl  of  Bradfurd. 

FieJcrick  Zulcitcin  E.  of  Rochford. 

Willi  ni  AniiC-V'an  iCcpel  Earl  of 
AitHmirl?,  k.  H. 

William  Cnntry  Earl  of  Coven- 
try, p    c. 

Wil!i.^m  Villlcrs  Earl  r  f  Jcrfey. 

i  1  c  , ry  D'A  u vcr quel ijuc  Earl  of 
Cjur.t'  T.r^y  p.  c. 

jwiia  i'wu^.L  i:.4rl  Poulet,  k.  g. 
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Francis  Godolpliin  Earl  of  Godol- 
phin,    p.  c. 

George  Cholmondelcy  Earl  of  Chol- 
mondcley,  p.  c. 

Tbe  following    created   fince     tte 
Union. 

Edward  Harley  Earl  of  Oxford. 

William  Wcntworth  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford. 

Henry  Shirley  Earl  Ferrers. 

William  Legge  E.  of  Dartmouth. 

Lewis  Watfon  Earl  of  Rockingham. 

Charles    Bennct    Earl    of  TaiUtcr- 
ville,  k.  t. 

Heneage  Finch  Earl  of  Aylesford, 

John  Hervey  Earl  of  Briftol. 

George- Mont.igu  Earl  of  Halllfox. 

George  Yeivcrton  E  irl  of  Suffcx,  u.a. 

William  Cowptr  Earl  Co>*T>er. 

Philip  Stanhope  Earl  Stanhope, 

Pliilijj  Sherrard  E.  of  Harborough. 

d  eorge  Va  r  ker  E.  of  Macdesiteid . 

Thomas    Fermor  Earl    of  Ponte- 
fraft,  k.  K 

Wil  lam  Graham  Earl  Graham  of 
Bciford. 

Robert  Ker  Earl  Kcr  of  Wakefield. 

James  Wald grave  E^rl  Waldgravc 

Benjamin  Miidmay  Earl  Fit* waiter, 
p.  c. 

John  Afhbamham  Earl  of  Aihburn- 
ham,  u.  a. 

Spencer    COmpton     Earl    of  Wil- 
mington, p.  c.  k.  g. 

Francis  H*  ward  Eail  of  Effingham, 

Thomas  Wcntworth  Ear)  of  Ma'iton. 
VISCOUNTS   I4« 

Price  Dtvereux  Vifc.  Kercford. 

Anthony  Brown  Vifc.  Montagu  -J- 

L.'.uienc'e  Ficncs  Vifc.  Say  and  Selc. 

'i  homas  Bellafyfe  Vifc.  Fauconbcrg:. 

Charles    Townflicnd  Vifc.    Tbwn- 
fliend. 

Thomus  Thynnc  Vifc.  Wt-ymcuth. 

Wi.liam  Hatton  Vifcount  Katton. 

Toefollowinjr  Seven  created  Jincc  th* 
Rcvchuion. 

Henry  Lowthcr  Viic^unt  Lonfdalc 

Ke  'ry  St.  John  Viicount  St.  John. 

RiLiurd  Temple  Viicount  Cobhani. 

Hugh  Pofcawen  Vifc.  Falmouth, 

Johlj  Wallop  Vifc  Lymington. 

Sim'jnHarcourt  Vifc.  Harcourt. 

Pa  tee  Byng    Vifcount  Torrington, 
p.c. 

BARONS,    66. 

William  Ncvill  Lord  Abergawnnj» 
Ja*n«^ 


( 

Jiioa  Toucbet  Lord  Audley  (  Earl 

cfCafiiehaTcnt) 
AJ^non     Seymour    Lord     Picrcy 

(Earl  of  Hettford) 
John  Weft  Lord  de  la  War,  p.  c. 

K'j^  Foitercue  Lord  Clinton,  k.  b. 
F^rdjundo  Dudley  Lea  L.  Dudley. 
Tbf'tms  Stxmrtos  Lord  Stourton.  f 
Rscbaid  Vemey  Lord  WUloughby 

deB^t>ke. 
Hsfji  Wnioaghby  Lotd   WUlough- 

by   a£Vzxhzta 
Trads    North   Lord    North    and 

W^Jliam     Ferdljiand    Girey     Lord 

Hta£ion 
Jota    St    J^  Lor/i  St  John    of 

Ekt&o, 
Rofcet  Pietrc  Lord  Petre  f 
Philip    Gerard    Lord    Gerard     of 

Thionas  Anindel  Lord  Arundel  of 

Wazdodr  t 
Edward  B2igh   Lord  Cliftott  (  Earl 

cfDamiey) 
Cbirfes  DoniKr  Lord  Dormer  f 
Heiry  Itchier  Lord  Teynham,  u.  a. 
Fraods  GrerJlJc  Lord  Broolc 
kho  Bonkt  Lord  Hlnton 
H^ry  Bffaynanl  Lord  Maynard 
James  Marray  Lord  Strange  (  Duke 

of  Athol  )  k.  t. 
Chzrles  Mruc£  Lord  Bruce 
TJwmasLe  gh  Lord  Leigh 
^Oiam  Bvron  Lord  Byron 
J'ia  Ward  Lord  Ward 
3'Iaiaadake  Langdale   Lord  Lfeg- 

i.Ief 
lAlIIiam  Berkeley  Ix^rd  Berkeley  of 

StxaCtQa,  p*  c« 
Cjiarks  ConiwaUis  Lord  Cornwal- 

hi,  p*  c. 
]teim    Arundel    Lord    Anuilel   of 

Trerice. 
WstTar  Craven  Lord  Craven 
H:;^  C&fibrd  Loiti  Clifibrd  f 
J^  Carteret  Lord  Carteret,  p.  c. 
Wi^a^Stawell  Lord  Stawell 
E^zsdOiiffin  LordGrif&n 

Ti^  /sSpwpittg     erratcd  fince    the 

RevolutioA. 
Ckarles  Butler  Lord  Butler  of  Wc- 

ftna'  £m1  of  Arran) 
Maocke  Tbompron  JL«  Haverihain. 
<^bcn  Vane  Lord  Barnard 


J  ) 

John  Lcvefoh  Cower  Lord  Cower 
Francis    Seymour     Conway     Lord 

Conway 
John  Hrrvey  Lord  Hcrvey,  p.  c. 
John  Bovle  Lord  Boyle  (Earl  of 

Orrery) 
Ge  rge  Hay  Lord  Hay  (Earl  of  Kin- 

nowl) 
Herbert  Windfor  Lord  Montjoy 
Th<  mas  Manfcl  Lord  Manfcl 
Francis  Willoughhy  L.  Middletoa 
Thomas  Tre%oi  Lord  Trevor 
Samdel  Maihara  Lcrd  Maihaixi 
Thcma^  Foley  Lord  Foley 
Allen  Barhu:ft  Lord  Bathurft 
Richard  Onflow  Lord  Onflow 
Robert  M*ir/ham  Lord  Romney 
Charles  Cad  .^gan  Lord  Cadogjn 
Machew  Ducic  Morton  L.  l>ucie 
Robert     WaJpole     Lord   Walpole, 

k.  ^b. 
Peter  King  Lord  King 
John  Flobart  Lord  Hobart,  k.  b. 
John  Monion  Lord  Monfon ,  k.  b. 
Thomas  Coke  Lord  Lovcl,  k.  b, 
William    Stanhope    Lord  Harring- 
ton, p.  c. 
Robert  Raymond  L.  Raymond 
Philip  York  L.  Hardwicke,  p.  c. 
William  Talbot  Lord  Talbot 
Henry  Bromley  Lord  \f  ontford 
Stephen  Fox  Lord  llchefler 
John  How  Lord  CbcJworth 

^be  following  mre  PeertJJes  in  their  . 

envn  Right,  either  hy  Defant  or 

Creation. 
Erengard  Schulemberg  Dutchefs   of 

KenJal 
Jemima  Campbel    Marchior.els    d« 

Grey 
Grace   Carteret    Vifcountc6    Car- 
teret and  Countefs  of  Granville^ 

Mother  of  the  Lord  Carteret 
Melon  na    Stanhope     Coontcfs     of 

Walfingham,  Niece   to  the  Du- 

che''s  of  Kendal,  and  Wife  of  th« 

Earl  of  Cheftcrfield 
Ma!garet    Coninglby    Countcfs     of 

Coninglby,  Wife  of  Sir  Michael 

Newt.»n,  k.  b. 
Amelia  Sophia  Walmoden  Counteft 

of  Yarmouth 
Catherine  Lady  Eernca 
Martha  Lady  Jchnron,  Baroncfs  of 

Wcatwo.th. 


Ail.  15.  G€o.n 

1741 
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ARCH- 


An.  15GM.  n. 

1741. 


Names f  ^n,  1741. 
Dr.  John  P  ttcr 

l^rd  Archhtjhof  of 
Dr.LarcelotBla^  kbourn 

totd  Arthhijbop  of 

Dr  Edmund  Gibfon 
Dt  Edward  Chandler 


Dr  Benjamin  Hoadley 


Dr  John  Hough 

Dr  John  Wynn 

Dr  '1  homas  Seeker 

Dr  Robert  Butts 

Dr  Richard  Reynolds 

Dr  Jofeph  Wilcox 
Dr  Henry  Bgerton 

DrR.chard  SmaJlbroke 

Dr  Stephen  Wefton 

Dr  Robert  Clavering 

Dr  Samuel  Peplc  e 

Dr  Mstthias  Mawfon 

Dr  Kaac  Maddox 

DrThcmas  Sherlock 

Dr  Nicholas  Claget 

Dr  Th  mac*  Gooch 

Sir  Geo.  Fleming,  Bt. 
Dr  Jo'eph  Butler 
Dr  Martin  Benf*  n 
Dr  Thrmas  Herring 
Dr  John  Gilbert 
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Sees 

Oxford 

Canterbury 

Exeter 

York 
r  Lircoln 
L  Lotidon 

r  Lichfield  and  Co 
i  ventry 
C  Durham 
^Bangor 
J  Hereford 
y  Salilbury 
Lj^incbefttr 

SCxford 
Lichfield  and  Co- 


Date  In  the  Rem  ef 

1725  Talhot  tranjlated 
1737  Wak    deceafed 
2717  Blackball  dec. 
1724  Dawes  dec, 

1716  Wake  tr. 
1723  Robirfon  dec* 

17 1 7  Hough  tr, 
1730  Ta  *>ot  dee, 
1716  Evans  fr. 
1 71 1  Ri^'c  dec* 
1723  WiUis  tr, 
1734  Will  s  dec, 
1690  Pa  kcr  exiPd 


1     vcrtry 
C  fTorcefler 
I  St  Afaph 
I  Bath  andlf^etts 
I  Briftol 
I  Oxford 

rNo.wich 
Fly 
r  Bangor 
I  Jaincoln 
r  Gloucefter 
L  Kocbtper 

Hereford 
rSt  Dav;d*8 
<  Liclfield  and  Co 
V.      ventry 

Exeter 
\  Llandaff 
\  Peterborough 

Chefier  ^ 

rLland.iff 
I  aiebefier 

St  AJaph 
[Barg  r 
L  Salisbury 

St  David*  s 
[Biiilol 

CarlijU 

Briftol 

Gloucefier 

Bangor 

lAandag 


1699  Lloyd    tn 
17 17  Lloyd  dec, 
1715  Fleetwood  tr, 
1727  Hooper  dec, 
2734  Cecil  /r. 

2737  Potter  rr,     , 
2732  Baker  dec 

2738  Green  dec, 
iy%i  Hojdley  tr, 

2723  GibTon  tr, 
2721  Willis  tr, 
2731  Bradford  dec, 

2724  Hoadly  tr, 
2724  Otley  dec, 

2730  Chandler  tr, 

2724  Blackbourn    tr, 

2725  Tyler  dec, 
2729  Kennet  dee, 
272.6  Gaftrel  dee, 
173S  Harris  dec, 
1740  Hare   dec, 

2736  Tanner    dee, 
27i8  Baker  tr, 
2734  Hoadly    tr* 

2731  Sydali  tr. 

2737  Seeker   tr, 

2738  Butts   tr, 
2734  Waugh    dec, 
2738  Gooch  tr, 
2734  Syd.  11  dec, 
1737  icdiidee,        • 
1740  Mawlbn  tr* 


ssas 
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ON  the  ift  of  December^  the  King  came  to  the  Houfe  An.  15.  Geo.  11. 
of  Peers,  and  commanded  tlie  Commons  to  chufe  a         ^74J*     ^ 
Speaicr.  C*-*y— **^ 

The  fame  Day   the  Duke  of  At  hole  as  Lord  Strange  of 
Kr,iickyn  ;  the  Earl  oi Lincoluy  jull   com    of  Age;    and  the  Several  aew 
Lords  JUheJicry  Mou/ttfhrd,  and  C/jeJworih,  took  their  Scats  ^^^^^*  ^^^"^  ^^^ 
in  the  Houfe. 

On  the  4th  the  King  made  a  mod  gracious  Speech  to  both 
Honfes  ;  *  and  his  Majefty  being  withdrawn,  the  Earlof  >/^//-DcVate   on    the 
/^.jsjnov'dfor  an  Addrcfs  of  Thanks  10  the  following  lL^c£t  :  Farl  of  Malton'a 
Afy  UrJsy  M«"  ?  J;'   *" 

*  Tho'  the  prefcnt  Perplexity  of  our  Affairs,  the  Contra-  ^haSw  'for  the 
ricty  of  Opinions  produced  by  it,    and  the  Warmth    with  j^ng's  Speech. 
vhich  each  Opinion  w^  probably  be  fupported,  might  juft- 

ly  difcoarage  me  from  propofing  any  01  my  Sentiments  to 
this  great  AfTembly  ;  yet  I  cannot  rc^y  cfs  my  Inclination  to 
oifo*  a  Motion,  in  my  Opinion,  tv  .^ular  and  feafonabie,  and 
vbich,if  it  Ihould  appear  otherwise  to  your  LorJfhips,  will, 
I  hope,  tho*  it  fhould  not  be  received,  at  leall  be  fbfijiven, 
becauie  I  have  never  before  wearied  your  Patience,  or  mter- 
nipted  or  retarded  your  Confuhations. 

*  But  I  am  very  far  from  imagining  that  by  this  Motion  I 
can  give  any  Occafion  to  Debate  or  Oppofltion,  bccaufe  I 
(hill  propoic  no  Innovation  in  the  Principles,  or  Alteration 
ofthePradliceof  this  Houfe  ;  nor  intend  any  Thing  more 
than  to  lay  before  yourLord(hips  my  Opinion  of  the  Manner 
in  which  it  may  be  proper  to  siddrefs  his  Majefty. 

*^  To  return  our  humble  Thanks  for  his  mod  gracious 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  at  the  fame  Time  to  prefent 
to  his  Majefty  our  iincere  and  joyful  Congratulations  on 
ills  (afe  and  happy  Return  into  this  Kingdom. 

"  To  obferve,  with  theutmoftThankfulnefs,  thegreatCon- 
cem  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  for  carrying  on 
tiie  jnft  and  neceifary  War  againft  Sf^arn ;  which  we  hope, 
by  the  Divine  Blefling  upon  his  Majefty's  Arms,  will  be  at- 
tended with  Succefs  equal  to  the  JuiUce  of  hisCaufe,  and  tlie 
ardent  Wifbesof  his  People. 

**  That  as  His  Majefty  has  fo  truly  reprefentcd  the  im- 
pending Dangers  to  whicn  Europe  is  expos  a,  in  the  preient 
critical  Conjundure,  as  mud  awaken,  in  every  one,  an 
Attention  fiiitable  to  the  Occafion  :  And  as  we  cannot  but 
be  fully  fenfiblc  of  the  evil  Confeqiienccs  of  the  Enterprizes, 
caiTving  on  for  the  SuSverfion  or  Reduction  of  the  Houfe  of 
j^ujfria,  which  threaten  fuch  apparent  Miichiefs  to  the  com- 
^  mon 

*  Seethe  Speech  iaCKAMVLBR*!  HiAory  of  the  Hovfe  of  Comm'gm; 
Tfli  XUI.  p.  a.o. 
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An.  15.  Geo.  II  nion  Caufe  ;  to  acknov.  ledge  his  Majefty's  Gooclnefs  in  ex 
741.  preflnig  lo'earlicft  a  l-efirc  to  receive,  and  fo  high  a  Regar" 

tor  t}]C  \civice  of  his  Parliament :  And  to  affure  his  Majdly, 
that  wc  will  not  fail  to  take  t)ic  important  Points,  which  he 
h  is  been  pleas'd  to  mention  to  i»s,  intoour  moftferious  Conli- 
CiCr.ition  ;  and,  ih  tor  n^.ofl  dvilKuI  Manner,  to  offer  to  his  Ma- 
jciiy  (i:ch  .\dvicc  .^s  fnall  appear  to  us  to  be  moft  conducive 
to  the  I'onotir  ai:d  true  Intcrnl  of  his  Crown  and  Kingdoms. 
**  To  aiilirc  liis  viajciiv  that  we  have  a  due  Senfe,  how 
nnch  the  prcient  Po!aire  of  Alinirs  calls  upon  us,  for  that 
In-^-jimity,  \  iaour,  and  Dirpat».h,  which  his  Majeflyhasfb 
v>  i:c'Iy  rccortViiirnded  to  us  ;  and  to  give  his  Mujeily  the 
(tijij^eit  A  ill:  ranees,  that  we  will  vigoroufly  and  heartily  con - 
ci;r  ill  all  jnft  and  nccelFary  Mcafur^,  for  the  Defence  and 
.Support  of  h''r.  Majelly,  the  Maintenance  of  the ,  Balance  and 
J.ilcrtic^  of /'-?:7r;/£',  arid  the  AfTilbncc  ofour  Allies. 

**  Tl  *t  as  Duty  and  Alfcviiaon  to  his  Majefly  arc,  in  us, 
fix'd  n.id  unaltcruble  Principles,  fo  we  feel  the  ImprefHonsof 
ir.cm,  at  this  Time,  fu  ftrcng  and  li\ely  in  our  breafh,  that 
wecannot  omit  to  lay  hold  on  this  Opportunity  of  approach- 
ing his    Royal  Prefcnce,    to  renew   the  mod   (incere   Pro- 
feffions  of  our  conflant  and  inviolable  Fidelity  :  And  to  pro- 
niife  his  Majedy,  that  wc  will  at  the  i-Iazard  of  all  that  is 
dear  to  us,  exert  onrfcivcs  for  the  Defence  and  Prefervation 
of  his  facrcd  perfbn  and  Government,  and  the  Maintenance 
of  the  Proletlant  Succcffion  in  his  Majeily's  Houfe,  on  which 
the  Continuance  of  the  Proieflant  Religion,  and  the  Liberties 
cf6Vtv/  Britain,  do  unJer  God  depend. 
J^Iy  Lonts, 
'  As  this  Addrefswill  not  obftru^  any  future  Inquiries,  by 
any  Approbation  of  pall  Mrafurcs,  either  poGtive  or  implied, 
I  lioubt  not  but  your  Lordlhipsvill  readily  concur  in  it  ;and 
I  am  periludcd,  that  it  will  confirm  his  Majclty^s  Regard  for 
our  Councils,  and  ConHdcnce  in  oi.r  Loyalty. 
Lord  Lcvc:  \-  fpoke  next  to  this  KfTedt ; 

My  LrrJs, 
*  The  Dani-ers  which  have  been  fojufily  feprefcnted'byhU 
Mijeily,  on!;ht  to  rrmind  us  of  the  Importance  of  unufual 
CirLrjufpc-Jriou  in  o-.ir  Conduct  and  deter  us  from  any  Inno- 
Tarioa5:^  of  v.'hich  we  may  not  forefee  the  Confequences,  at  a 
Tiny  vA\ci\  tl.cre  may  be  no  Opportunity  of  repairing  any* 
JMlkirriigc,  or  conivting  any  IMiitake. 

'  There  jp:^c.u's,  my  Lords,  not  to  be  at  this  Time  any 
f  articular  Rc.:fcn  for  changing  the  Form  of  our  AddreiTes  ; 
no  Privilcrcs  of  our  liculc  have  been  invaded,  nor  any  Dc- 

Vigns 

t  One  of  the  Crmmi/noncrs  ftr  executing  ^he  Office  of  T^ftmaflcf 


X/3rJ  Urr-h 
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£^ns  fbrmM  againft  the  Publiclc.  His  Majefly  has,  evidently,  An.  J5.  Geo.tl« 
eg:  deviated  from  the  Pradlicc  of  thcwiieft  and  moft  beloved        174.1. 
of  our  Brifijh  Monarchs  ;  he  has,  upon   this  Emergence  of  ^  '*v'^    M 
cnexpcded  Diificuhies,  fnmmon'd  the  Parliament  to  counfel 
inJ  alGlt  him  ;  and  furely  it  will  not  be  confident    with  the 
\Mfdom  of  this  Houfe  to  cncreafe  the  prefent  Perplexity  of 
OTT  Affairs,  by  new  Embarradments,  which  may  be  cafily 
Lt  agined  likely  to  arife  from  an  Sddrefs  different  from  thofe 
titich  Cuftom  has  eftablifti'd. 

*  The  Proiped  which  n  ow  lies  before  us,  a  Profpedl 
'^hich  pre(ents  us  only  with  Dangers,  Diftraflions,  Invafions, 
Slid  Revolutions,  ought  to  engage  our  Attention,  'without 
Inviag  as  at  Leifure  for  Difputation  upon  Ceremonies  or 
Fcnw.  It  ought  to  be  the  Care  of  every  Lord  in  this  Houfe 
not  how  to  Addrefs,  but  how  to  Adyife  his  Majcfty,  how  to 
aiilllthe  Councils  of  thePublick,  and  contribute  to  fuch  Dc- 
tcmrinations  as  may  avert  die  Calamities  that  hang  over 
our  Heads,  and  ftop  the  wild  Excurfions  of  Power  and  Am- 
birion. 

•'  We  ought  to  refleft,  my  Lords,  that  the  Expectation  of 
all  E'^r^fe  are  raifed  by  the  Meeting  of  this  Parliament  ; 
and  that  from  our  Refoiutions  whole  Nations  are  waiting  for 
trrir  Sentence.  And  how  will  Mankind  be  difappointed 
*hen  they  fhall  hear,  that  inftcad  of  declaring  War  upon 
Ufurpcrs,  or  impofing  Peace  on  the  Diflurbers  of  Mankmd, 
bilead  of  equipping  Navies  to  diredl  -the  Conrfe  of  Com- 
merce, or  railing  Armies  to  regulate  the  State  of  the  Conti- 
nject,  we  met  here  in  a  full  Aflembly,  and  difagreed  upon  the 
Fcrm  of  an  Addrefs. 

*  Let  us  therefore,  my  Lords,  lay  afide,  at  leaft  for  this 
Time,  all  trifling  Debates,  and  minute  Inquiries,  and  engage 
ill  in  die  great  Attempt  of  rc-cllablifhing  Qriiet  in  the- 
U'orld,  and  fetding  the  Limits  of  the  Kingdoms  of  Europe. 

Then  the  Earl  of  Cheflerfi:ld{{ooii  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows : 

My  Urds,  Enrl  of  Chd!«r- 

*  There  is  I  find  at   leaft:  one  Point  which  it  is  proba-  field, 
lie  that  thofe  will  now  agree  in,  v/hofc  Sentiments  have  hither- 

tc  been,  on  alraoft  every  Occafion,  widely  diflerent.  The 
Imager  of  our  preicnt  Situation  is  generally  allowed;  but 
the  Confequenccs  deduced  from  it  arc  fo  contrary  to  e:ich 
crber,  as  give  little  Hopes  of  that  Unanimity  \\hich  Times 
of* Danger  particularly  require. 

*  It  is  alledged,  that  fince  we  are  now  involv'd  iit 
Difficulties,  we  ought  only  to  endeavour  how  to  extricate 
"•crfdvcs,  and  not  wafte  Qur  Time  in  enquiring  how  we 

\v?rc 
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An.  tc.  0«»'n.  were  entanrled ;  left  the  Perplexity  of  different  Confidcintx"  ^ 
1741.         fliould  difljputeour  Attention,  and  difablc  us   from  fonninii 
any  ufeful  I  eterminations,  or  exerting  any  vigorcas  Ettcri^ 
for  otir  Deliverance. 

*  But  in  my  Opinion,  my  I  ords,  the  moft  probal  Ic  ^^  ay 
of  removirg  Difficulties,  is  to  examine  how  they  were  pro- 
duced, and  by  Confcqutnce  to  wl  om  tlxy  are  to  be  imput- 
ed ;  for  certainly,  my  L  ords,  it  is  not  to  be  hoped  that  we 
fliould  regain  uhat  we  have  lofV,  but  by  Meafures  diifertnt 
from  tho?  which  have  reduced  us  to  our  prefect  Stale,  ;  nd 
by  the  Alliftance  of  other  Councellors  than  tliofe  wlio  have 
funk  us  into  the  Contempt,  and  expofed  us  to  the  Ravages  of 
every  Nation  throughout  the  World. 

*  That  this  Inquiry,  my  Lords,  may  be  free  and  unob- 
ftru^ed,  it  is  neceflary  to  addrefs  the  Throne,  after  the 
Manner  of  our  Anceftors,  in  general  Terms,  without  de- 
fcending  to  particular  Fifts,  which,  as  v/e  have  not  yet  cxa- 
min'd  them,  we  can  neitlier  cenfure  nor  approve. 

*  It  has  been  objected  by    the  Noble  Lord,  that  Foreijrn 
Nations  will  be  difapointed  by  hearing,  that  inftciul  cf  Me- 
naces of  Vengeance,   and  Declarations  of  unal terable  Ao he- I 
rence  to  the  Liberties  of  Europe ^  we  have  wafted  cur  Time 
at  this  Important  Junftnrein  fettling  the  Form  of  an  Addrefs. 

*  That  little  Time  may  be  wafted  on  this  OccaHon,  I 
hope  your  Lordftiips  will  very  fpeedily  agree  to  an  Addrefsil 
fnitable  to  the  Dignity  of  thofe  who  make  it,  and  to  the 
Occafion  upon  which  it  is  made  ;  for  I  cannot  but  allow  tbat 
the  prefent  State  ofoiir  Affair? calls  upon  us  for  Difpatch,  but 
though  Bufinefs  ought  at  this  Time  undoubtedly  to  be  expe- 
dited, I  hope  it  will  not  be  precipitated  ;  and  if  it  be  demand- 
ed that  the  moft  important  Quefiions  be  firft  deterrain'd,  I 
know  not  any  Thing  of  greater  Moment,  than  tliat  before 
us.  \ 

How  we  fliall  gratify  the  Fxpe^ations  of  Foreign  Pow- 
ers, ought  not,  my  Lords,  to  be  our  firft  or  chief  Confide- 
ration  ;  we  ought  certainly  firft  to  enquire  how  the  People 
may  be  fet  free  from  thofe  Sufpicions  which  along  Train  ot 
Meafures,  evidently  tending  to  impair  t'^eir  Liberties,  has 
rnifed ;  and  how  they  may  be  confirmed  in  their  Fidelity  to 
the  Government,  of  which  they  liave  for  many  Years,  foundl 
no  other  EfFedls  than  Taxes  and  Fxadions,  for  which  they 
have  received  neither  ProtedUon  abroad,  nor  Encouragement 
at  home.  I 

*  But,  my  Lords,  if  it  be  neceftary  to  eonfult  the  Inclinati- 
ons, and  ci^ltivate  the  Efteem  of  Foreign  Povers,  I  beljeve| 
nothing  will  raife  more  Confidence  in  our  Allies,  (if  there  be 
any  who  are  not  now  afham^d  of  that^ame)  or  more  intimi- 
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date  thofe  wliofe  DcCgns  it  U  Our  Intereft  to  defeat,  Aan  an  A"*  'S*  Geo.n. 
open  Teftimony  of  our  Kefolution  no  longer  to  approve  that        ^^ 
Condud  by  which  the  Liberty  of  half  i!iw/o/>^has  becnendan-  ^■""^'^^ 
gered  ;  and  not  to  lavifti  Praifes  on  thofc  Men,  who  have  in   * 
twenty  Years  never  tranfadled  any  1  hing  to  the  real  Benefit 
of  tfadr  Conn  try,  and  of  whom  it  is  highly  probable  that 
they  have  in  the  prefent  War  fUpulited  for  the  Defeat  of  all 
Ofzr  Attempts^   and  agreed  by  Jome  execrable  Compact  to 
fjcilbte  the  Advancement  of  the  Honfe  oi  Bourbon, 

*  Upon  what  Fads  I  ground  fo  heavy  an  Accufadoii 
may  jufUy  be  enquired  by  your  Lordfliips  ;  nor  (hall  I  find 
lay  DifBculty  in  anfwering  vour  Demands,  For,  if  we  ex- 
tend our  V  iew  over  the  whole  World,  and  enquire  into  the 
Stare  of  all  our  A^airs,  we  fhall  find  nothing  but  Defeats, 
Milcarriages,  and  Impotence,  v.ith  their  ufuul  Confequcnces 
G>ntempt  andDiflruit.  We  fhall  difcover  neither  any  To- 
kens of  that  Fear  among  our  Enemies,  which  the  Power  of 
die  Nation,  and  the  Reputation  of  our  former  \'idtorie$ 
ni^t  naturally  produce,  nor  any  Proofs  of  that  Confidence 
among  thoie  whom  we  flili  continue  to  term  our  Allies, 
which  the  Vigoiu*  with  which  we  have  formerly  fupported 
oar  Confederacies,  give  us  a  Right  to  expert.  Thofe  whom 
we  once  trampled  on  infult  us,  and  thoie  whom  we  once  pro- 
Icdcd  give  as  no  Credit. 

*  How  re^nably,  my  Lords,  all  Nations  have  with- 
drawn from  us  their  Reverence  and  Efteem,  will  appear  by 
a  tranfient  Examinadon  of  our  late  Condud,  whether  it  re- 
garded Europe  in  general,  or  influenced  only  the  particular 
Afairs  of  the  Briti/h  Nation  ;  for  it  will  appear  beyond  pof- 
GbtHty  of  Doubt,  that  whoever  has  trulled  tliis  Adminiftra- 
tbn,' whether  their  own  Country  or  any  Foreign  Powers, 
feas  crufted  o^  ly  to  be  betray'd. 

'  There  is  among  our  Allies  none  whom  we  are  more 
obliged  to  (upport  than  the  Qiaeen  of  Hiwyry^'whoCe  Rights 
wc  arc  engaged  by  all  the  Solemnities  of  Treaties  to  defend, 
and  in  who(c  Caufe  every  Motive  operates  that  can  warm 
tiie  Boibm  of  a  Man  of  Honour.  Juftice  and  Compaffion  plead 
equally  on  her  Side,  and  we  are  called  upon  to  afflll  her  by 
OCT  own  Intcreft,  as  well  as  the  general  Duty  of  Society,  by 
which  every  Man  is  required  to  prevent  OpprefTion. 

*  What  has  been  the  EflPed  of  all  thefe  Confidcrations 
may  eafily  be  difcovered  from  the  prefent  State  of  the  Con- 
tinent, which  is  ravaged  without  JMercy  by  the  Armies  of 
Sfain  and  France.  Why  all  Succours  have  been  denied  the 
Qseen  of  Hungary y  and  why  the  inveterate  and  hereditary 
Enemies  of  our  Nation  are  fufFcred  to  enlarge  their  Domini- 
ons without  Keiiftance ;  why  the  Rivals  of  our  Trade  are 
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Aa.  15.  Geo.tl.  left  at  full  Litcrty  to  cqi'ip  their  Squadrons  ;  and  the  Perfe- 
^41^  cutors  of  our  Religion  futtered  to  over-ran  thofe  Countries 
from  whence  only  we  can  hope  for  Afliftance,  when  the 
Hatred  which  the  Difference  of  Opinions  produces  fliall 
threaten  ns  with  Invalions  and  Slavery,  the  whole  World 
has  long  ask*d  to  no  purpofe  ;  and  therefore  it  is  without 
Profpcft  of  recdving  Satisfaction  that  I  engage  in  the  fame 
Enquiry. 

*  Yet  fince  it  is  our  Duty  to  judge'of  the  State  of  the  Pub- 
lick,  and  a  true  Judgement  can  be  the  Refult  only  of  a  ftrid 
Examination,  I  fhall  proceed,  without  being  difcouraged  by 
the  ill  Succefs  of  former  Attempts,  to  difcover  the  Motives  of* 
our  late  Meafures,  and  the  Ends  intended  to  be  produced  Ky 
them. 

*  Why  the  Queen  o^Hungaiy  was  not  aflifted  with  Land- 
Forces,  I.  fliall  at  prefent  forbear  to  ask  ;  that  flie  expe<5i:cd 
them  is  indeed  evident  from  her  Solicitations,  and,  I  fup- 
•pofe,  it  is  no  lefs  apparent  from  Treaties -that  (he  had  a 
Right  to  expeS  them ;  nor  am  I  able  to  conceive  why  Sub- 
fidies  have  been  paid  for  Troops  which  are  never  to  be  em- 
ployed, or  why  Foreign  Princes  fhould  be  enriched  with 
fee  Plunder  of  a  Nation  which  they  cannot  injure,   and  do 

not  defend. 

'  But  I  know,  my  Lords,  how  eafily  it  may  be  replied, 

that  the  Expences  of  a  Land-War  are  certain  and  the  Event 

hazardous  ;  that  it  is  always   prudent  to  aft  with  evident 

Advantage  on  our  Side,  and  that  the   Superiority  of  Great- 

.  Britain  conliib  wholly  of  Naval  Armaments. 

*  That  the  Fleets  o^ Great  Britain  are  equal  in  Force  and 
Number  of  Ships  to  the  united  Navies  of  the  greateft  Part 
of  the  World  ;  that  our  Admirals  are  Men  of  known  Bra- 
very, and  long  Experience,  and  therefore  formidable  not 
only  for  their  real  Abilities  and  natural  Courage^  but  for  tlie 
Confidence  which  their  Preiencc  necefFarily  excites  in  their 
Followers,  and  the  Teror  which  muft  always  accompany 
Succefs,  and  enervate  thofewho  are  accuftomed  to  Defeats  ; 
that  our  Sailors  are  a  Race  oi  Men  diftinguifhed  by  tlieir 
Ardour  for  \Var,  and  their  Intrepidity  in  Danger,  from  the 
reft  of  the  Human  Species  ;  that  they  feem  Reings  fuperior 
to  Fear,  and  delighted  with  thofe  Objedls  which  cannot  be 
named  without  filling  every  other  Brcaft  with  Horor  ;  that 
they  are  capable  of  nifhing  upon  apparent  Dcftruftioa 
without  Rchidanrc,  and  ofilanding  without  Concern  amidil 
the  Complicated  Terrors  of  a  naval  War,  is  univcrfally 
known,  and  confcHed,  my  Lords,  even  by  thofe  whofe  In- 
Krcft  it  is  to  doubt  or  deny  it. 

*  Upon 
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*  Upon  the  Ocean  thfrcforc  we  arc  allowed  to  be  irre- Aa.  15.  Ge&  I^ 

Liible,  to  be  able  to  (hut  up  the  Ports  of  the  Coutincnty  1741. 
inprifbn  the  Nations  oi  Europe  within  the  Limits  of  tlieir 
o«n  Territories,  deprive  them  of  all  Foreign  Airiilancc,  and 
pt  a  Stop  to  the  Commerce  of  the  World.  It  is  allowed 
tliUwe  are  placed  the  Centinels  at  tlie  liarriers  of  Nature, 
and  the  Arbiters  of  the  Intcrcourfc  of  Mankind. 

*  The(e  are  Appellations,  my  Lords,  which  however 
f:londJdand  oftcnutiouS|  our  Anceftors  obtained  and  pre- 
tr.'j  with  Icfs  Advantages  than  we  pollcfs,  by  uhom,  1  am 
jthiiJ,  they  are  about  to  be  forfeited.  The  Dominion  of 
Ae  Ocean  was  aflerted,  in  former  Times,  in  Oppofition  to 
Poijcrs  far  more  able  to  conteil  it,  than  thole  whom  we 
bve  fo  long  fubmiflivcly  courted,  and  of  whom  wc  arc  now 
tviiently  afraid. 

*  For  that  w^  fear  them,  my  Lords,  tliey  are  fufficiently 
coivLnccd,  and  it  muft  be  confedcd,  with  whatfocvcr  Shame, 
th*t  their  OpLnion  is  well  founded  ;  for  to  what  Motive  but 
Fear  can  it  re  imputed,  that  wc  have  fo  long  fupported  their 
lafciencc  without  Refcntment,  and  their  Ravages  without 
Keprifals  ;  that  we  have  fitted  out  Fleets  without  any  Delign 
of  difinifling  them  from  our  Harbours  ;  or  lent  them  to 
Sea,  only  to  be  gazed  at  from  the  Shores  by  thofe,  whole 
Menaces  or  Arti£ce  had  given  Occadon  for  their  Kquip- 
nest,  and  in  whom  they  raifed  no  other  Emotions  than  Con- 
tempt of  our  Cowardice,  or  Pity  of  our  Folly. 

'  To  what,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  attributed  that  the  Queen 
^l HuEic^iry  has  yet  received  no  AlTiftancc  from  Allies  thus 
Poweniil  ;  from*  Allies  whofe  Fleets  cover  the  Sea,  whofe 
Ccrcroercc  extends  to  the  remotefl  Parts  of  tlie  World,  and 
^hcfe  Wealth  may  be  juilly  expected  to  be  proportionate  to 
their  Commerce.  To  what  can  we  afcribc  the  Confidence 
*.ith  which  the  Hoafe  of  Bourkn  threatens  the  Ruin  of  a 
iriccefs,  who  numbers  mnong  her  Allies  the  King  'of 
l-rcjt  Britain  ? 

*"  ^o tiling  is  more  evident,  my  Lords,  than  that  thtt 
Q^^n  of  Hungary  has  been  difappointed  of  the  Advantages 
^I'ich  fhe  expected  from  her  Friend ftiip  with  this  Nation  ; 
'^e.It  by  a  Degree  of  Cowardice  too  defpi cable  to  be  mentio- 
ad  without  fuch  Terms,  as  the  Importance  of  this  Debate, 
and  the  Dignity  of  this  Ailembly,  do  not  admit ;  nor  is  it 
ieA  certain  from  the  Condudl  of  her  Enemies,  that  they 
&cew  what  would  be  our  Meafures,  and  confided  in  diat 
f-owardicc  which  has  never  yet  deceived  them. 

*  \i  cannot,  my  Lords,  be  ailerted,  that  our  Ally,  hpwr 
fvf  r  diftreiled,  has  yet  received  the  lead  Alllftance  from  onp 
Arms ;  neither  the  Jullice  of  our  Caufe  has  yet  been  able'  ta 

awal^cn 
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.  i5.Geo.II.  awalcen  onr  Virtue,  nor  the  infeparable  Union  of  her  In- 
<74'         tereil  with  our  own  to  excite  our  V  igilancc.' 
^  '      *•  But   perhaps,  my  Lords,   we  have  had  no  Opportunity 

of  exerting  our  Force,  perhaps  the  Scituation  botli  of  our  E- 
ncmies  and  Allies  was  fuch,  that  neither  the  one  could  be 
prote^ed,  nor  the  other  oppofed,  by  a  navul  Power;  and 
therefore  our  Inadivity  was  the  KfTe^t  not  of  W  ant  oi  Cou- 
rage, but  Want  of  Opportunity.' 

*  Tho*  our  Minifters,  my  Lords,  have  hitherto  given  no 
eminent  Proofs  of  Geographical  Knowledge,  or  ot  very 
accurate  Acqnaintance  with  the  State  of  Foreign  Countries, 
yet  there  is  Keafon  to  believe  that  they  muft  at  fome  1  ime 
have  heard  or  read,  that  the  Houfe  of  Anjina  has  7  errito- 
ries  in  Italy ;  they  muft  have  been  informed,  unlefs  tlicir 
Difburfments  for  fecrct  Service  are  beftowed  with  very 
Ktrle  Judgment,  tliat  againft  thefe  Domir;?or.s  an  Army  has 
been  railed  by  the  ^panlariU  ;  and  they  muft  have  dlfcovtr- 
cd,  partly  by  the  Information  of  their  Correfpondents,  part- 
ly by  the  Infpedion  of  a  Map,  and  partly  by  that  Sagacity 
which  diftinguifhes  tliem  from  all  paft  and  prefent  Miijiftcrs, 
that  this  Army  was  to  be  tranfportcd  by  btsi  from  the  Coaft 
of  Spa'n  to  that  of  ftafy.* 

*  1  his  Knowledge,  my  Lords,  however  attained,  might 
have  furnifhed  Minds,  which  have  always  been  found  <b  fruit- 
fill  of  Expedients,  with  a  Method  of  hindering  the  Dcfcent 
o:  the  Spamfh  Troops,  for  which  nothing  more  was  necef- 
fary  than  that  they  ftiould  have  ordered  Admiral  Ha.! Jock 
inltead  of  retiring  before  the  Spanijh  J-'leet  of  M  ar  and 
watching  them  only  that  they  might  efcape,  to  lie  ftill  be- 
fore Barcelona^  where  the  Tranfports  were  ftation'd,  with  a 
Convoy  of  only  tliree  Men  of  War,  and  hinder  their  De- 
parture.' 

*  1  hope  it  will  be  obferved  by  your  Lordfhips,  that  tho* 
the  Road  of  Bafitiova  is  open  and  indcfcnfible ;  tho'  the 
Fleet  was  unprotected  by  Ships  of  Force,  and  tho' they  lay,  as 
I  am  informed,  beyond  the  Reach  of  the  Guns  on  the  For- 
tifications upon  the  Shore,  I  do  not  e.xpe<5t  that  Haddock 
fliould   have  deftroyed  the  Army  and  the  Ships. 

*  I  am  too  well  acquainted,  my  Lords,  w-th  the  Lenity 
of  our  Minifters  to  the  Enemies  of  their  Country,  and  am 
too  well  convinced  of  the  Prudence  and  Tendernefs  of  the 
Reftridlions  by  which  the  Power  of  our  Admirals  is  limited, 
to  expedl  that  our  Guns  fliould  be  ever  ufed  but  inSaluutions 
ofRefpeift,  or  Exultations  on  the  Conclufion  of  a  Peace. 
I  am  convinced  that  our  Minifters  would  fliudder  it  the  Name 
of  Bloodfhed  and  Deftruftion,  and  tliat  they  had  rather 
hear  that  a  Thoufond  Merchants  were  made  Bankrupts  b^ 
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f  rvitcers,  or  all  onr  Allies  deprived   of  their  Dominions^Aji.  t5*Ceo.  I7»" 
^l..il  that  one  ^pan':jh  Siiip  was  funk  or  burnt  by  the  Natives        i74»r 

r>ot,  ray  Lords,     tho'  they   are  willing  to  fparc  the 

-'  ^A  of  tlicir  Enemies,  yet  fiircJy  they  might  have  obllrud- 

■  vidr  Enter pri[<\«i  ;  they  might  have  withheld  thofe  whom 

*  ..7  v^ere   unwilling    to   ftrike,    and  have  endeavoured  to 

t  \.ht  thofe  whom  they  determined  never  to  hurt. 

*  To  fpeak.  ia  Xcrms  more  adapted  to  the  ^uhjedl  before 
J^ :  That  die  Fleet  of  Yj/Vi,  a  Fleet  of  Tranfports  with 
f.*n  a  Convoy,  flioulU  lie  three  Weeks  in  an  open  Road, 
r'jcilejlv  fitted  out  againll  an  Ally  united  to  us  by  every 
He  of  Narare  and  o^  Policy,  by  the  Solemnity  of  Treaties 
i id  Conformity  of  Interest  ;  that  it  (hould  lie  nndiflurbed, 
.^laort  within  -^ightof  a  Bntijh  Navy  ;  that  itfhonld  lie  there 
not  oaly  without  Danger,  but  without  Apprehenfion  of  Dan- 
g<rr,  b^s  rais'd  the  Aftonilhment  of  every  Nation  in  Eumpe; 
i-:?  biiilcd  die  Reputation  of  our  Arms,  impaired  the  In- 
?*-.nicc  of  our  Councels,  and  weakened  the  Credit  of  our 
;.jjlick  Faith. 

*  There  may  be  fbme,  my  Lord^,  that  will  impute 'this 
AbibrJity  of  our  Condnd,  this  Difregard  of  our  Intereft, 
-Li  i)eicrtioo  of  our  Alliances,  and  this  Neglccfl  of  the 
Koft  apparent  Opportuniti*  of  Succefs,  not  to  Cowardice 
tut  Treachery  j  a  Caufe  more  deteflable  becaufe  more 
crbiinal, 

*  This  Opinion,  my  Lords,  I  think  it  unncceffary  to 
«^ie,  becauie  it  cannot  be  charged  with  Improbabi- 
i-y,  and  becaufe  I  tliink  it  may  be  eafily  reconciled  with 
^y  own  Allcrtions ;  for  Cowardice  abroad  produces  Treache- 
ry at  home ;  and  they  become  Tray  tors  to  theirCountry  who 
ere  hindered,  by  Cowardice,  from  the  Profecudon  of  her  in- 
terdt,  and  the  Oppofitioi)  of  Her  Enemies. 

*  It  may  however  be  proper  to  declare,  my  Lords,  that  I 
(k>  not  impute  this  fatal  Cowardice  to  thofe  who  are  en- 
ircllcd  with  the  Command  of  our  Navies,  but  to  thofe  from 
^bom  they  are  obliged  to  receive  their  Inftru£lions,  and 
up.n  whom  they  unhappily  depend  for  the  Advancement  of 
tiirir  Fortunes. 

*  It  is  at  leaft  reafonabk  to  impute  Mifcarriages  rather  to 
thofe,  who  are  known  to  have  given  formerly  fuch  Orders  as 
2  brave  Admiral  "t  perilhed  under  the  ignominious  NecefTity 
o:ob(trving  ;  than  to  thofe  of  whom  it  cannot  be  faid  that 
any  former  Fart  of  their  Lives  has  been  ftained  with  the 
K^oach  of  Cowardice  ;  at  lealt  it  is  necelTary  to  fufpend  our 
Judgment  till  the  Truth  (hall  be  made  apparent  by  a  rigid 
ii^uiry^  aad  itis  therefore  proper  to  offer  an  Addrefs  in  ge- 
neral 

*|*  Admiral  Hofier* 
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^  15..  Geo,  lU  ^^^^^  Terms,  by  which  neither  the  Adlions  or  Councels  of 
'  17^1.        any  (hall  be  condemned  or  approved. 

'  *  It  would  be  more  4inreafonable  to  charge  our  Soldiers 
or  our  Sailors  with  Cowardice,  becaufe  they  have  fliewn 
even  in  thofe  xA^lions  which  have  failed  of  Succefs,  that 
they  mifcarricd  rather  thro*  Temerity  than  Fear  ;  and  that 
whenever  they  are  fuffered  to  attack  their  Enemies  they 
are  ready  to  march  forward,  even  where  there  is  no  Pol- 
libility  of  returning  ;  and  that  they  are  only  to  be  withheld 
from  Conquefls  by  Obftaclcs  which  human  Nature  cannot 
funnount. 

*  Such,  my  Lords,  was  the  State  of  thofe  Heroes  that 
died  under  the  Walls  oiCuithag^na  ;  that  died  in  an  Enter- 
prife  fo  ill  concerted,  that  I  ventured  with  no  great  Skill  in 
War,  and,  widiout  the  leaft  Pretence  to  Preiciencc,  to  for- 
tel  in  this  Houfe  that  it  would  mifcarry. 

*  That  it  would,  that  it  mull  miicarry,  that  it  was  even 
intended  only  to  amufe  the  Nation  with  the  Appearance  of 
an  Expedition,  without  any  Defign  of  weakening  our  E- 
pemies,  was  ealily  difcovered  ;  for  why  eife,  my  Lords,  was 
the  Army  compofed  of  Men  newly  drawn  from  the  Shop 
and  from  the  Plough,  unacqoainted  with  the  Ufe  of  Arms, 
and  ignorant  of  the  very  Terms  of  military  Difcipline,  wheu 
we  had  among  us  large  Bodies  of  Troops  long  kept  np  un- 
der the  Appearance  of  a  rc^ulif  Eilablifhment,  Troops  of 
whom  v/e  have  long  felt  the  Expence,  but  of  which  the 
Time  is  not,  it  feenis,  yet  come,  that  we  are  to  know  the 
Ufe. 

^  Thefe  Men,  my  Lords,  who  have  fo  long  prafti fed  the 
Motions  of  Hat'ile,  and  who  have  given  in  the  Park  {6  n:any 
Proofs  of  tl'cir  Dext'erity  and  Aftivity,  who  have  at  Icaft 
learned  to  dliliuguifH  the  different  Sounds  of  the  Drum,  and 
know  the  Faces  and  Voices  of  their  fubaltern  Officers  at  leaft, 
might  have  been  Imagined  better  qualified  for  an  Attempt 
upon  a  foreign  Kingdom,  than  thofe  who  were  necefTfirily 
Strangers  to  every  part  of  the  military  Operations ;  and  miglit 
li.i/e  been  fcn*t  upon  our  firll  Declaration  of  U'ar,  while  the 
new  r  ilfcd  Forces  acquired  at  home  the  fame  Arts  under  tlie 
fame  Tnfpcc^ion. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  whether  it  was  ima^^ined  that  new 
Forces  would  be  long  before  they  learned  the  implicitc  Obe- 
dience necciTary  to  a  Soldier  ;  v/hcther  it  was  imagined  thiic 
it  would  notbeedly  on  a  fudJcn  to  coUeft  Troops  of  Men 
fo  tall  and  well-proportioned,  or  fowcll  flJlFd  in  the  Martial 
Arts  of  curling  and  powdering  their  Hair  ;  or  whetljer  it 
would  have  been  dangerous  to  have  deprived  the  otl^ep 
Hpiifc  of  the  Counfels  ;ii^d  Votes  of  inapy  woitby  Member*:, 
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who  had  at  tbe  iame  Time  a  Seat  in  Parliament,  and  a  Com-  An.  15.  Ct*.  II. 
miiGoii  in  the  Army,  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  (end  out         1741. 
raw  Forces  to  attack  our  Enemies,  and  to  keep  our  difct- 
plin'd  Troops  at  Hotoe  to  awe  the  Nation/ 

'  Nor  did  the  Miniiler,  my  Lords,  think  it  fufficient  to 
ofa&nd  the  Expedition  to  the  IVeJt- Indie t,  by  employing  new 
raiicd  Troops,  unlefs  they  were  likewife  placed  unacr  the  Com- 
mand of  an  Officer,  who,  though  of  undoubted  Courage,  was 
with  Reiped  to  the  Condudl  of  an  Army,  as  ignorant  as 
tbemfelves.  It  was  therefore  determined,  my  Lords,  that 
ail  thofe  Oificers  who  had  gain'd  Experience  in  former  Wars 
and  pnrchaied  MiJitary  Knowledge  by  peribnal  Danger, 
fhoola  be  difappointed  and  rejeded,  for  the  Sake  of  advan- 
cing a  Mail,  who,  as  he  had  Icfs  Skill,  was  lefs  Ukely  to  be 
iiKrcefsful,  and  was  therefore  more  proper  to  direct  an  £xpe* 
dltion  propofed  only  to  intimidate  the  Brittjb  Nation.* 

*  That  the  Event  was  fuch  as  might  be  expeded  from  the 
Means,  your  Lordfhips  need  not  to  be  informed,  nor  can 
h  be  qnefHou'd  with  what  Intentions  thcle  Means  were 
cantrivecU* 

'  I  am  very  far,  my  Lords,  from  charging  our  Minifters 
with  Ignorance,  or  upbraiding  them  with  MiAakes  on  this 
Occifion,  for  their  whole  Condudl  has  been  uniform,  and 
an  cheir  Schemes  confiflent  with  each  other;  nor  do  I  doubt 
their  Knowledge  of  the  Confequence  of  their  Meafures  fb 
hr  as  diicoverable  by  human  Forefight.' 

*  Whether  they  have  carried  on  Negotiations,  or  made 
Wax;  whether  they  have  conducted  our  own  Affairs,  or 
dwfe  of  our  Ally  the  Queen  of  Hungary ^  they  have  ftill 
ditcoiered  the  fame  Intention,  and  promoted  it  by  the  fame 
Means.  They  have  fuffered  thfe  ^anijh  Fleets  to  fail  firft 
fer  Supplies  from  one  Port  to  another,  and  then  from  the 
CoaAs  of  Spain  to  thofe  of  the  WcjUMies^  They  have  per- 
ffiitted  the  Spaniards  without  OppoGtion  to  land  in  Ttaly^ 
when  \t  was  not  necefTary  even  to  with -hold  them  from  it  by 
any  afiiial  Violence;  for  had  the  Fleet,  my  Lords,  been  nn- 
der  my  Command,  I  would  have  only  tent  the  Spar.'-fh  Admi- 
rsl  a  Prohibition  to  fail,  and  I  am  fure  it  would  have  been 
obAerved*' 

'  They  have  negleded  to  purchaie  the  Friend  (hip  of  the 
Kiogof  Pruffiaj  which  might  perhaps  have  been  obtained 
iqjon  eafy  Terms,  but  which  they  ought  to  have  gained  at 
vhatever  Rate ;  and  to  conclude,  we  have  been  lately  in- 
Ibnned  that  the  Neutrality  for  Hanover  is  ^gr.cA.* 

*  Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  Conduft  of  the  Minjflry,  by 
vhicfa  it  cannot  be  denied  that  we  are  involved  in  manj 
Difficnltiesy  and  expofed  to  great  Contempt,  but  from  this 

Vol.  VIU.  B  Con- 
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An.  15.  Geo. II.  Contempt  we  may  recover,  and  difin tangle  ourfMvc«  from 
Ji74>»         thefe  Difficulties,    by  a  vigorons  Proiccution  of  Meafures 

^"^«     I  mJ  oppofite  to  thofe  by  which  we  have  been  reduced  to  our 
prefent  State.' 

,  *  if  we  confider,  without  that  Confufion  wh»th  Fear  na- 
turally produces,  the  Circumlbnces  of  our  Affairs,  it  will 
appear  that  we  have  Opportunities  in  our  f  lands  of  reco- 
vering our  Lofles,  and  re-ellablifhing  our  Reputation  ; 
thofe  Loffes  which  have  been  fuffered  while  we  had  two 
hundred  Ships  of  War  at  Sea,  which  have  permitted  three 
.hundred  Merchant  Ships  to  be  taken ;  and  that  Reputation 
which  has  been  clcflroy'd  when  there  was  no  Temptation 
cither  to  a  Compliance  with  our  Enemies,  or  to  a  Defertion 
of  our  Friends. 

*  It  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  we  make  War  at 
prefent  rather  with  the  Queen  than  the  People  of  Spain ; 
and  it  is  reafbnable  to  conclude,  that  a  War  carried  on  con- 
trary to  the  general  Good  and  againft  the  general  Opinion 
cannot  be  lafting.' 

*  It  is  certain,  that  the  Spaniards  y  whenever  ^ey  have 
been  attacked  by  Men  acquainted  with  the  Science  of  War, 
and  furnilhed  with  neccflary  Stores  for  hoftile  Attempts, 
have  difcovered  either  Ignorance  or  Cowardice,  a&d  have 
either  fled  meanly  or  refined  unfldlfully.' 

'  It  is  therefore  probable,  my  Lords,  that  either  our 
Enemies  will  defift  from  the  Profecution  of  a  War,  which 
few  of  them  approve ;  or  that  we  fliall,  by  vigorous  Dcfcents 
upon  their  Coafts  and  their  Colonics,  the  Interruption  of 
their  Trade,  and  the  Diminution  of  their  Forces,  foon  com- 
pel them  to  receive  Peace  ipon  our  own  Terms.* 

*  But  thefe  Advantages,  my  Lords,  are  only  to  be  ex- 
pcdtcd  from  a  Change  of  Conduct,  wliich  Change  can  never 
oe  produced  by  a  feeming  Approbation  of  tlie  paft  Mea- 
fures. I  am  therefore  of  Opinion,  that  we  ought  to  ad- 
drefs  the  Throne  in  general  Terms,  according  to  Uie  ancient 
Pradice  of  this  Iloufe.* 

^  In  confide'ring  the  Addrefs  propofed,  I  cannot  but  con- 
clude that  it  is  too  extenfive,  and  that  it  would  be  more 
forcible  if  it  was  more  conciie ;  to  fhorten  it  will  be  no  diC- 
ficult  Talk,  by  the  Omiffion  of  all  the  Claufes  that  corre 
fpond  with  particular  Parts  of  his  Majefty's  Speech,  which 
1  cannot  difcover  the  Ncteffity  of  repeating.* 

*  In  the  Congratulation  to  his  Majefty  upon  his  Retam 
to  ills  once  glorious  Dominions,  no  Lord  fliall  concur  more 
readily  or  more  zealoufly  than  myfelf,  nor  fliall  I  even  de- 
ny to  extend  my  Compliments  to  the  Minifhy,  when  it 
/hall  appear  that  dhey  deferve  them  j  but  I  am  neither  willing 

to 
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tobekvkhof  Praile^  becaofe  it  becomes  lefs  valuable  by  An.  15.  Gco»]I* 
being  prodigally  beilow'd  ;  and  on  Occaflons.  fo  important  as         >74i 
this,  I  can  never  confent  to  praiie  brforc  I  have  examined,  *-*'''*V*"Vi^ 
becaufe  £nqairy  comes  too  late  after  Approbation.' 

The  Earl  oi  C/tQlmondeley  *  (poke  next, 
jy^  Lords f  E.CboImoodtky* 

^  If  the  Dangers  that  threaten  our  Happinefs  and  our 
Safety  be  iixrh  as  they  have  been  repre(ented  ;  if  Ambition 
bs  extended  her  Power  almoft  beyond  a  PoiEbility  of  Re- 
fibnce,  and  Oppreifion  elated  with  Succefs  begins  to  de- 
%n  no  lefs  than  die  univerfal  Slavery  of  Mankind  ;  if  the 
Powers  oi  Europe  (land  aghafl  at  the  Calamities  which  hang 
9stx  them,  and  liilen  with  helplefs  Confufion  to  diat  Storm 
vhicb  they  can  neither  avoid  nor  refKl;,  how  ought  our  Con^ 
^  to  be  influenced  by  this  uncommon  State  of  Affairs  ? 
Oftgbt  ve  not  to  catch  the  Alarm  while  it  is  poiTible  to  make 
freparation  againil  the  Danger  ?  Ought  we  not  to  im- 
prm,  iKfith  the  utmoft  Diligence,  the  important  Interval  ? 
To  unite  onr  Councils  for  the  Proteidlion  of  Liberty,  and 
cT^rt  all  our  Influence  againil  the  common  Enemies  of 
Society,  die  unwearied  DifturberS  of  the  Tranquility  of 
^l^iiimd  ? 

*  To  what  Purpofe,  my  Lords,  are  the  Miferies,  that  the 
fHent  DiOra^ons  of  Europe  may  bring  upon  us,  fo  pathe- 
feai^  dcfcribed,  and  fo  accurately  enumerated,  if  they  arc 
t3  prodoce  no  Effed  upon  our  Councils  ?  And  what  ESc&l 
^2E  be  wiflied  from  them-  but  Unanimity,  with  that  Vigour 
^  DHpatdi  which  are  its  natural  Confequences,  and  that 
^ttcds  which  generally  attends  Steadinefs  and  Expedition  ? 

*"  It  migfat  be  hoped,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  who  have  lb 
'^  a  Mew  of  our  prefent  Embarraflhients,  and  whofe  Sa- 
gacity and  Acntenefs  expofe  them  to  a  Senfibility  of  future 
'■ifencs,  perhaps  more  painful  than  would  be  excited  by 
^^pidfcnt  and  real  Calamities,  Ihould  not  be  thus  tortured 
^  BO  Pnrpoie.  Every  Paflion,  my  Lords,  has  its  proper 
'^^IsSl  hj  which  it  may  be  laudably  gratified,  and  every 
^'^^d&aan  of  Mind  may  be  directed  to  ufeful  Ends.  The 
^l^fc  of  tfiat  Forei^ht  of  future  Events,  with  which 
^  fieat  Capacities  are  So  eminently  endowed,  is  that  of 
f^^^iofig  Caution  and  fuggefting  Expedients.  What  Ad- 
^^^^tige,  my  Lords,  would  it  be  to  Navigators  that  their 
f^  ooiald  by  any  preternatural  Power  difcover  Sands  or 
•i&cks,  if  he  i^'aa  too  negligent  or  too  (hibborn  to  turn  the 
'^&i  OBt  of  the  Danger  ? 

1741  B  2  ^  Or 

*  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaiter. 


A».  15.  Geo.n.  f  Of  how,my  Lords, to purfue the  Comparifony would  Ait 
174^^  ^  Pilot  be  treated  by  the  Crew^  who,  after  having  informed 
them  of  their  Approach  to  a  Shoal  or  WJiirlpooT,  and  fet 
before  them,  with  all  hii  Rhetorick,  the  Horrors  of  a  Ship- 
wreck, flioiiid,  inl^ead  of  direfting  them  to  avoid  Deftrudi- 
on,  and  aflifting  their  Endeavours  for  their  common  Safety, 
amufe  them  with  the  Mifcarriages  of  paft  Voyages,  and  the 
Blunders  and  Stupidity  of  their  former  Pilot.' 

*  Whether  any  Parallel  can  be  formed  between  fuch  ill- 
timed  Satire,  and  wild  Mifcondu^,  and  the  Manner  in  which 
your  Lord(hips  have  been  treated  on  this  Occafion,  it  is  not 
my  Province  to  determine.  T^or  have  I  any  other  Dedgn 
than  to  fliew  that  the  only  proper  Conduct  in  Time  of  real 
Danger  is  Preparation  againft  It,  and  that  Wit  and  Elo- 
quence themfelves,  if  employ'd  to  any  other  Purpofc,  lofe 
their  Excellence,  becaufe  they  lofe  their  Propriety.' 

*  It  does  not  appear,  my  Lords,  that  the  Addrefs  nowpro- 
pofed  includes  any  Approbation  of  paft  Meafures,  and  there- 
fore it  is  needlefs  to  enquire,  on  this  Occafion,  whether  the 
Conduce  of  our  Miniftcrs  or  Admirals  defcrves  Praife  or 
Cenfure.* 

'  It  does  not  appear,  my  Lords,  that  by  cenfuring  any  Part 
of  our  late  Conduft,  however  detrimental  to  the  Publick  it 
may  at  present  be  imagined,  any  of  our  Lodes  will  be  re- 
paired, or  any  Part  of  our  Reputation  retrieved  ;  and  there-' 
fore,  fuch  Proceedings  would  only  reurd  our  Councils,  and 
divert  our  Thoughts  irom  more  important  Confiderations  : 
Confiderations,  which  his  Majefty  has  recommended  to  us^ 
and  which  cannot  be  more  ftrongly  preiled  upon  ns  than  by 
the  noble  Lord  who  oppofed  the  Motion ;  for  he  mod  power «> 
fiilly  incites  to  Unanimity  and  Attention,  who  moft  ftrongly 
reprefents  the  Danger  6i  our  Situation.' 

*  Of  the  goodEfFedls  of  publick  Confultationsf,  I  need  not 
obferve,  my  Lords,  that  they  arife  from  the  joint  Endeavour 
of  many  Underftandings  co-operating  to  the  fame  End ;  from 
the  Reafonings  and  Obfervations  of  many  Individuals  of 
different  Studies,  Inclinations  and  Experience,  aU  dire^cd 
to  the  Illuftration  of  the  (ame  Queftion,  which  is  therefore 
fo  accurately  difcufled,  fo  varipufly  illuflrated,  and  fo  am- 
ply difplay'd,  that  a  more  comprehenfive  View  is  obtained 
of  its  Relations  and  Confequences,  than  can  be  hoped  from 
the  Wifdom  or  Knowledge  of  any  iingle  Man.' 

*  But  this  Advantage,  my  Lords,  can  only  be  expeded 
from  Union  and  Concurrence  ;  for  when  the  different  Mem-» 
bers  of  a  National  Coundl  enter  with  diflFerent  Defigns,  and 
exert  their  Abilities  not  fo  much  to  promote  any  general  Pur- 
pofcs,  as  to  obviate  the  Meafures,  and  confute  the  Argo* 

meats 
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meats  of  each  other,  the  Publick  is  depriv'd  of  all  the  Be-  Aa.  15.  G«o,l|« 
nefit  that  migiit  be  cxpeded  from  the  colleaive  V\'ifdom  of  ,     ^4«^ 
Parliaments^  whacever  may  be  the  Capacity  of  thofe  who  '^ 

coo^fe  tiiem*  A  Parliament  thus  divided  will  perhaps  con- 
clude with  lefs  Prudence  than  any  flngle  Member,  as  any 
Man  may  more  eafily  difcover  Truth  without  Afliftance, 
tkan  when  others  of  equal  Abilities  are  employed  in  perplex- 
ing his  j^quiries.' 

'  Taas,  my  Lords,  it  might  be  fafer  for  a  Nation  even  in 
Time  of  Terror  and  Diforder,  to  be  deprived  of  the  Coun- 
fcls  of  this  iionie,  than  to  confide  in  the  Determinations  of 
a  r^drlianicnt  not  uniform  in  its  Views,  nor  conne<ftcd  in  its 
Interetts  ;  a  Parliament  from  which  little  can  be  hoped  by 
Aolc  who  obfcrvc  that  it  cannot,  without  a  tedious  Debate 
pfolongcd  with  all  the  Heat  of  Oppofition,  difpatch  the  firft 
and  moil  cur(bry  Part  of  publick  Bufinefs,— only  an  Ad- 
<iR(s  of  Thanks  for  his  Majcfty's  Speech/ 

*  It  has  been  for  a  long  Time  a  Practice  too  frequent,  to 
totfoimd  palt  with  prefent  Qjaeftions,  to  perplex  every  De- 
hsts  by  an  endlefs  Multiplication  of  Obje^s,  and  to  obftruft 
oar  Determinations  by  fubflituting  one  Enquiry  in  Place  of 
aaother.' 

*  The  only  Qiieftion,  my  Lords,  now  before  us  is,  whe- 
iber  the  Addrefs  which  the  noble  Lord  propofed,  implies 
inj  Coroniendation  of  pall  Meafures,  not  whether  thofe 
Meadires  deierve  to  be  commended  ;  which  is  an  Enquiry 
00c  at  pieient  to  be  purfued,  becaufe  we  have  not  now  before 
utfae  Means  of  attamingSatisfadion  in  it,  and  which  ought 
tbere&reto  be  delayed  till  it  (hall  be  your  Lordfhin's  Plealure 
to  ippoint  a  Day  for  examining  the  State  of  the  Nation, 
ud  to  demand  thofe  Letters,  Inflru^ons  and  Memorials, 
vHkh  are  neceflkry  to  an  accurate  and  Parliamentary  Dif- 
^tion.' 

*  In  the  mean  Time,  fince  it  is  at  leaft  as  expedient  for 
ne  to  vindicate,  as  for  others  to  accufe  thofe  of  whofe  Con- 
ned neither  they  nor  I  have  yet  anv  regular  Cognisance  ; 
i-'^I  mayjnftly  expcdl  from  the  Candour  of  your  Lordfhips, 
that  yon  will  be  no  lefs  willing  to  hear  an  Apologifl  than  a 
Cnilurer,  I  will  venture  to  fulpend  tlie  true  Qaeftion  a  few 
Moments,  to  juflify  a  Conduct  fo  wantonly  and  fo  contemp- 
tioslly  derided.' 

'  That  the  Prefervation  of  the  Houfe  of  Juftria,  my 
Ltrds,  ought  to  engage  the  clofeft  Attention  of  the  Brit/J/? 
Nation  is  freely  confeifed.  It  is  evident,  that  by  no  other 
••'eans  our  Commerce,  our  Liberty,  or  oup  Religion  can  be 
irrr^red,  or  the  Houfe  of  Bourhn  reftrained  from  overwhelm- 
^  the  Univerfe.  It  |s  allowed  that  the  Queen  of  Nun- 
B  3  £^rji 
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Aa«  15.  Geo.  thgary  has  a  Claim  to  our  AHiAance  by  other  Ties  than  thofe 
'74'^  of  Intereft ;  that  it  was  promifed  upon  the  Faith  of  Treaties, 
>  and  it  is  demanded  bv  the  loudeft  Galls  of  Honour,  JufUce, 
^d  Companion.  And  did  it  not  appear  too  juvenile  and 
romantick,  I  might  add,  that  her  penbnal  Excellencies  are 
fuch  as  might  call  Armies  to  her  Amflance  from  the  remoteft 
Comers  of  the  Earth ,-  that  her  Conftancy  in  the  Affertion 
of  her  Rights  might  animate  every  generous  Mind  with  equal 
Firmnefs  ;  and  her  Intrepidity  in  the  Midft  of  Danger  and 
Diftrefs,  (when  every  Day  brings  Accounts  of  new  Encroach- 
ments, and  every  new  Encroachment  difcourages  thofe  from 
whom  She  may  claim  Afljftance  from  declaring  in  her  Favour) 
might  infpire  with  Ardour  for  her  Prefervation  all  thofe  in 
whom  Virtue  can  excite  Reverence,  or  whom  Calamities 
unjuftly  inflicted  can  touch  with  Indignation. 

*  Nor  am  I  afraid  to  affirm,  my  Lords,  that  the  Condi- 
tion of  this  illuflrious  Pnrtcefs  raifed  all  thefe  Emotions  in 
the  Court  of  Britain^  and  that  the  Vigour  of  our  Proceed- 
in/js  will  appear  proportioned  to  our  Ardour  for  her  Sue- 
cefs.  No  fooner  was  the  true  State  of  Affairs  inconteftablv 
known,  than  twelve  thoufand  Auxiliary  Troops  were  hired, 
and  commanded  to  march  to  her  Affiflancc,  but  her  Afl^rs 
making  it  more  eligible  for  her  to  employ  her  own  Snbjefts 
in  her  Defence,  and  the  Want  of  Money  being  the  only  Ob- 
ftaclc  that  hindered  her  from  raifing  Armies  proportioned  to 
thofe  of  her  Enemies,  fhe  required,  that  infreaa  of  Troops 
a  Supply  of  Money  might  be  fent  her,  with  which  his 
Majeily  willingly  complied. 

*  The  Britijh  IMiniltcrs  in  the  mean  Time  endeavoured^ 
by  the  moft  importunate  Solicitations,  to  animate  her  Allies 
to  equal  Vif/our,  or  to  procure  her  Afliftance  from  other 
Poweis  whole  Intereft  was  more  remotely  affedledby  her  Di- 
Itrd's  ;  if  the  Effects  of  their  Endeavours  are  not  yet  mani- 
fcil,  it  cannot  be  imputed  to  the  Want  either  of  Sincerity, 
or  Ap)>lication  ;  andif  nny  other  Powers  fhould  be  perfuaded 
to  arm  in  the  common  Cai.fJ-,  it  ought  to  be  aferibed  to  the 
Influence  cf  Bn'tifi  C^ouncils.' 

'  In  the  Profecution  of  the  War  with  Spaiji,  it  does  not 
appear,  my  Lords,  that  any  Meafures  have  been  ncglcdlcd, 
which  Prudence  or  Bravery  or  Experience  could  be  expefted 
to  didatc.  If  we  have  fuffored  greater  Lolles  than  we  ex- 
pcdcd,  if  our  fhiemies  have  been  fometimes  favoured  by  the 
Winds,  or  fo  happy  as  to  conceal  their  Defigns,  and  elude 
the  Diligence  of  our  Commanders,  who  is  to  be  cenfured  ? 
Or  what  is  to  be  concluded,  but  that  wliich  never  was  deni- 
ed, that  the  Chance  of  War  is  uncertain  ? 

*  It  was   tlie  general  Opinion   of  the  People   of  Great 

Brittiin^ 
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toiy  Niegotiations  ;  and  the  Mifcarriages  of  a  War  in  which  Aa.  15.  Geo.  Hf 
(ffiiy  l-otiy  and  Cowardice  have  involved  us  ?*  '7^** 

*  Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  allonifhing  than  to  hear  it 
a^med  in  this  Houie,  that  we  have  no  ill  buccefs  to  com- 
pi: in  of.  Might  we  not  have  hoped  for  Succefsy  if  we  had 
a«k  a  fuitable  Preparation  ?  And  how  is  this  to  be  done, 
k:  b%  comparing  ourForces  with  that  of  our  Enemy  ?  Hence 
«  were  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  Power  of  Great  Britain 
v:s  not  to  be  refilted  by  "^pairiy  and  theretbre  demanded  that 
our  .Merchai'  ts  (hould  be  no  longer  plundcr'd  or  infulted  by 
&>  defpic&bJe  an  Enemy.* 

*■  That  v.c  did  not  fbrefee  all  theConfequences  of  this  De* 
UBiid  we  are  now  ready  to  contefs  ;  we  did  not  conje^hire 
tSit  new  Troops  would  be  railed  for  thelnvafion  of  the  ^/j- 
r  Domiiuons,  only  that  we  might  be  reduced  to  a  Level 
with  oar  Enemies.  We  did  not  imagine  that  the  Superiority 
of  our  NavaJ  Force  would  produce  no  other  Conlequence 
than  an  InequaDty  of  Expence,  and  that  the  Royal  Navies 
of6r«/  Biitain  would  be  cqaipp'd  only  for  Show,  only  to 
harniis  the  Sailors  with  Impreiles^  and  to  weaken  the  Crews 
of  our  Merchant  .Ships,  that  they  might  be  more  eaiily 
taken  by    the  hpmmjh  Privateers.' 

'  We  did  not  exped,  my  Lords,  that  our  Navies  would  iail 
(Qt  nnder  the  Command  of  experienced  Admirals,  and  float 
!^n  the  Ocean  e<}ually  inoffenuveas  a  common  Packet-Boat.' 

'  But  not  to  (peak  any  longer,  my  Lords,  in  Terms  lb 
litde  fbitcd  to  the  Importance  of  the  Queftion,  the  Succefs 
of  War  is  only  to  beeiumated  by  (he  Advantages  which  are 
gaxned  in  Proportion  to  Ae  Lofs  which  is  fufiered,  of  which 
Lc.)  the  Expences  occafloned  by  the  War  are  always  the 
chief  Part,  and  of  which  it  is  therefore  ufual,  at  the  Con- 
doiion  of  a  Peace,  for  the  conquered  Power  to  promile 
Faj-ment/ 

'  Let  us  examine,  my  Lords,  inConfequenceofthisPoC- 
tbn,  (he  Succels  of  our  prefent  War  againft  Spain  ;  let  us 
oofider  what  each  Nation  has  fuffered,  and  it  will  eaiily  ap- 
pear how  jofily  we  boaft  of  the  Wifdom  of  our  Meafures.' 

^  It  u  not  on  thisOccalion  neceilary  toailert  what  cannot 
be  denied,  that  our  Expences  have  neidier  contributed  to  our 
c^Q  Defence,  nor  the  Difadvantage  of  the  Spaniards,* 

^  No  Nation  ever  beheld  its  Treafures  fo  proliilely  Iquan* 
cfer*d,  ever  paid  Taxes  (o  willingly,  and  Jo  patiendy  faw 
tocm  perverted  ;  ^r  it  cannot,  my  Lords,  be  proved  that 
-ay  P^  of  our  Preparations  has  produced  a  propordonate 
F-aed  ;  bet  it  mav  be  readily  (hewn  how  many  Fleets  havQ 
been  equipped  only  that  the  Merchants  niigh^  want  Sailors^ 
tiA  that  the  publick  Stores  might  be  wafted.' 
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AA.  15.  Geo.  II.  '  As  to  oar  ill  Succefs  in  the  Weft  InMgSy  whkh  has  been 
1741  imputed  only  to  the  Chance  of  War,  it  will  be  rtf^ionable^ 
t/'V'^^  my  I^ords,  to  afcribe  to  other  Caufes  fo  much  ot  it  as  mlgrt 
have  been  prevented  by  a  more  (peedy  Reinforcement  of 
Vernon^  or  may  be  fuppoied  to  have  arifen  from  the  liiexpe* 
rience  of  oar  Troops^  and  the  £(cape  of  the  Spaniards  from 
Ferol.  , 

^  If  our  Fleets  had  been  lent  fooner  into  that  Part  of  the 
World,  the  Spaniards  would  have  had  no  Time  to  (brengthtn 
their  Garrifons  ;  had  our  Troops  been  acquainted  with 
Difcipline,  the  Attack  would  have  been  made  with  greater 
Judgment ;  and  had  not  the  Spaniards  efcaped  from  fe^ol^ 
we  fhould  have  had  no  Enemy  in  the  iVeft  India  to  encouu- 1 
ter«  Had  all  our  Miniilers  and  all  our  Admirals  done  their 
Duty,  it  is  evident  that  not  only  Carthagena  had  been  taken, 
but  that  half  the  Dominions  oi  Spain  might  now  have  own'd 
the  Sovereignty  of  the  Crown  oi  Great  Britain, 

'  But  of  all  our  Armaments  it  does  not  appear  any  EiFe^ 
has  been  felt  but  by  ourfelves ;  it  cxuinot  be  difcover'd  that 
thejr  even  railed  any  Alarms,  either  in  our  Enemies  or  their 
Alhes,  by  whom  perhaps  it  was  too  well  known  that  they 
were  only  defign*d  as  Puniftiments  for  the  Merchants  of 
Great  Britain. 

*  That  our  Merchants  have  already  been  feverely  chalBf^ 
ed  for  their  Iiifolence  in  complaining  of  their  Lofies,  and 
their  Rafhnefs  in  raifing  a  Regard  for  its  Commerce,  its  Ho- 
nour  and  its  Rights,  is  evident  from  a  Lift  of  300  Ships 
taken  by  tlie  Spaniards,  fome  of  which  were  abandoned  by 
their  Convoys,  and  others  fcized  within  Sight  of  the  Coafts 
of  Great  Britain. 

,./  'V"^^y  ^  "''Sed'  "^y  ^^^h  that  the  Spaniards  have 
hkewife  loft  a  great  Number  of  Ve/Tels  ;  but  what  eife  could 
they  expert  when  they  engaged  in  a  War  againft  the  greatell 
Naval  Power  of  the  Univcrfe  ?  And  it  is  to  be  remember'd, 
that  the  Spaniards  have  this  Confolation  in  their  Misfortunes, 
that  of  their  Ships  none  have  been  dcferted  by  their  Con- 
voys, or  wilfully  expofed  to  Capture,  by  being  robbed  of 
their  Crews,  to  fupply  Ships  of  War  with  ufelcfs  Hands. 

'  The  Spaniards  will  Hkewife  confider  that  they  have  not 
fitted  out  Fleets  only  to  amufe  the  Populace.  They  com* 
fort  themselves  with  the  Hope  that  the  People  of  Great  Bri- 
tutn  will  foon  be  reduced  to  a  State  of  Weaknefs  bdow 
themfelves,  and  wait  paUently  for  the  Time  in  which  the 
Malters  of  the  Sea  (hail  receive  from  them  the  Regulation  of 
their  Commerce  and  the  Limits  of  their  Navigation. 

'  Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  my  Lords,  but  that  by  adherinfr 

to 
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n  tfadc  Memiiires^  cnr  Afinifters  wiU  in  a  flu)rt  Time  gratify  ibk  15*  Oto.  0. 

'  That  this  has  been  hitherto  the  State  of  the  War  be»  " 
\sxtn  Great  Britain  and  Spatriy  it  is  not  neceflkry  to  prove 
Xvi  yciir  Lorcfliips  ;  it  is  a]>]>arent  that  the  £xpences  of  the 
Sf^midp-ds  have  been  far  lefs  than  thoie  of  Great  Britain^  and 
i<crs£3x  if  we  Hiould  iuppofe  the  actual  Lolles  of  War  eqoal^ 
w  are  only  wearing  out  our  Force  in  ufeiefs  Efforts^  and 
otr  Enemies  grow  every  Day  comparatively  fbonger. 

^  But,  nay  i^ords,  let  us  not  flatter  ourlelvea  that  oar  ac* 
CBiI  LX>0es  have  been  equaJ ;  let  us^  before  we  detemune  diis 
i^^.tuon,  accurately  compare  the  Number  and  the  Value  of 
cnir  Ships  and  C^Uirgoes  with  thoie  of  the  Spaniards ,  and  fee 
oa  which  Side  the  ix>rs  will  fall. 

*  And  let  us  not  forget,  what  in  all  the  Calcolationt  which 
I  hsvt.  yet  feen  on  either  Part^  has  been  totally  overlooked, 
the  Number  of  Men  kilPd,  or  Captives  in  the  Britijh  or 
^a:*ijh  Dominions.  Men,  my  Lords,  are  at  once  Strength 
and  Riches,  and  therefore  it  is  to  be  ccnfidered  that  the 
soft  IrFpparable  Lofs  whidi  any  Kation  can  fuftain^  is  the 
DuiiinQtioa  of  its  People :  Money  may  be  repaid,  and  Com- 
merce may  be  recovered,  even  Liberty  may  be  regained,  but 
t.r  Loft  of  People  can  never  be  retrieved.  Even  the  twen- 
tkdi  Generation  may  have  Reafbn  to  exclaim — How  much 
ncre  numerous  an4  more  powerful  would  this  Nation  have 
iscen,  had  our  Anceflors  not  been  betrayed  in  the  Expedi- 
uoa  to  Carthagena! 

*  Wliat  L«ofs,  my  Lords,  have  the  Spaniards  fuftained 
snich  can  be  put  in  Ballance  with  that  of  our  Army  in  the 
<'{'!' Indies  ;  an  Army  given  up  to  an  unhealthy  Climate,  and 
Q^  «hich  thoie  who  periihed  by  the  Sword,  were  in  reality 
rdcoed  from  a  more  hngering  Death  ? 

^  What  Equivalent  can  be  mentioned  for  the  Liberty  of 
Msdntuks  o€  Britons  now  languifhing  in  the  Prifbns  of  Spainy 
rif  compelled  to  afiifl  the  Enemies  of  their  Country  ?  What 
'•live  the  Spaniards  faffered  that  can  be  oppofed  to  the  De* 
rrjsent  which  the  Commerce  of  this  Nauon  feels  from  the 
i^pri^Hunent  of  our  Sailors  ? 

*  Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  LofTes  not  to  be  parailell'd  by 
tbe  Deflmdion  of  Porto  Bella,  even  though  that  Expedition 
fiiould  be  aicribed  to  the  Miniftry.  Thele  are  Lofts  which 
TBay  extend  their  Confiquences  to  many  Ages. 

*  It  is  not  to  be  imaged,  my  Lords,  that  in  this  Time 
cf  Imminent  Danger,  any  Man  will  engage  in  naval  Bufinefs 
rho  can  exercite  any  other  Profeflion ;  and  therefore  the 
I^euh  or  Capdvity  01  a  Sailor  leaves  a  Vacancy  in  our  Com- 
2XTc;,  fince  no  other  will  be  ready  to  fupply  his  Place. 

^41.  Thus 
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An.  15.  Geo.n.  Thus  by  Degrees  the  Contlnoance  of  the  War  will  contra^ 
^74»^         our  Trade,  Siofe  Parts  of  it  which  we  cannot  occupy  wil 

^  ^V*^  ■ '  be  fnatch'd  by  the  French  or  Dutchy  from  whom  it  is  noi 
probable  they  will  ever  be  recovered.' 

'  This,  my  Lords,  is  another  Difadvanto^e  to  which  th( 
Spaniards  are  not  expofcd;  for  their  Traffick  being  onlj 
from  one  Part  of  their  Dominions  to  another,  cannot  b< 
deftroyed,  but  will,  after  the  (hort  Interruption  of  a  War 
be  agun  equally  certain  and  profitable/ 

^  It  appears,  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  we  have  hithertc 
differed  more  than  the  Spaniards  j  more  than  the  Natioi 
which  we  have  fb  much  Reafon  to  defpife  ;  it  appears  thaj 
our  Fleets  have  been  ufelefs,  and  that  our  Troops  have  bceil 
only  fcnt  out  to  be  deftroycd ;  and  it  will  theretore  furely  b< 
allowed  me  to  aflert-*— That  the  War  has  not  been  bithert^ 
Ibccefsful.' 

*  I  am  therefore  of  Opinion,  my  Lords,  that  as  the  Ad 
drefs,  now  propofed,  cannot  but  be  undcrftood  both  by  hii 
Majefly  and  the  Nation,  to  imply  in  fome  Degree  an  Ap 
probation  of  that  Condu^,  which  is  fo  far  from  having  anj 
Title  to  it,  that  it  ought  never  to  be  mentioned  but  wit) 
Horror  and  Contempt,  it  will  be  unworthy  of  this  Houfe 
offenfive  to  the  whole  Nation,  and  unjuit  to  his  Majefly/ 

'  His  Majefty,  my  Lords,  has  fummoned  us  to  advif 
him  in  this  important  Jun^ure,  and  the  Nation  expcd^ 
from  our  Determinations  its  Relief  or  its  Deftrudtion,  nc^ 
will  either  have  much  to  hope  from  our  Counlels,  if  in  oq 
firft  publick  Ad  we  impofe  upon  them  in  this  Manner.' 

*  It  feems  therefore  neceflary  to  change  the  common  Fom 
of  our  Addrelles  to  the  l*hrone,  to  do  once  at  leafl  what  hi 
Majefty  demands  and  the  People  exped,  and  to  rememhc 
that  no  Charadlers  are  more  inconfiitent,  tiian  thofe  of 
Counfellor  of  the  King,  and  a  Flatterer  of  the  Minifby.' 

Tlien  the  Earl  of  Mingdoa  fpoke  as  foUows : 
B,  of  Abbgdoa.  My  Lordsy 

<  I  have  always  obfcrved  that  Debates  are  frequently  pre 
longed  by  Negleft  of  Method,  and  therefore  think  it  nece 
fary  to  move.  That  the  Queftion  may  he  ready  that  the  nob 
Lords  who  (hall  be  inclined  to  give  their  Sentiments  upo 
it,  may  not  deviate  into  any  CoxijQderations  foreign  to  t( 
Point.' 

The  Qiieftion  being  read  accordingly,  the  Lord  Carter* 
fpoke  to  the  following  Purpofe  : 
Urd  Oirteret.  My  Lords  ^ 

'  I  am  convinced  of  the  Propriety  of  the  laft  Motion,  t 
the  ^'^dvantage  which  it  has  afforded  me  of  viewing  more  d< 
Uberately  and  (Min^y  the  Queftion  before  us ;  tlie  Cor 

fideratio 
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^fntion  of  which  has  confirmed  mc  in  my  own  Opinion,  ^"^  •<•  Gto^tt 
: ::  Jir  Addrcfs  now  propofcd  is  only  a  flattering  Repeti-       ^  '^^'  ^ 
'  HYf  the  Speech,  and  that  the  Speech  was  drawn  up  only 
ivtray  us  Into  an  Encomium  on  the  Miiiiftry ;  who,  as 
certainly  have  not  deferved  any  Commendations,  will, 
'  —i,  not  receive  them  from  your  Lordfhips.     For  what 
:  :«n  the  Kcfult  of  all  their  Meifures,   bat  a  genend 
.  -kdoQy  thedepreHing  of  our  own  Nation  and  bot  Allies, 
.::  theHxaltation  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourhn  ?* 
'  Ii  is  oniverfally  allowed,  my  Lords,  and  therefore  nccd- 
c  *  10  prove,  that  the  Liberties  of  Europe  are  now  in  the  utmoft 

I  Da.^cr;  drat  the  Hou(e  of  Bourbon  has  arrived  almoft  at 

h\  exalted  Pinacle  of  Authority,  from  whence  it  will  look 

t-n  Aith  Contempt  upon  all  other  Powers,  to  which  it  wiD 

h:?torward  prcfcribe  Laws  at  Pleafure.* 

'  Tliat  Grtdt  Britain  will  be  long  exempted  from  the  g6- 

I  ^  rd  ^rvitude,  that  we  fliall  be  able  to  Itand  alone  againA 

i  ^;  ^I'ole  Power  of  Europfy  which  the  French  may  then  bring 
iwn  opon  us,  and  preferve  ouHelves  independent,  while 
^q  other  Nation  acknowledges  her  Authority  is  by  no 

I  Veins  likely^  and  might  be  perhaps  demonflrated  to  be 

UiipoOlblc.' 

!    '  How  long  we  might  be  able  to  retain  otlr  Lib^ty,  it  it 

I  vnnd  the  Reach  of  Policy  to  determine  ;  but  as  it  is  cvi- 

I  ^t,  that  when  the  Empire  is  fubdued,  the  Dutch  will 
n  lily  fall  under  the  fame  Dominion,   and  that  all  theiif 

'  fert^  and  Commerce  will  then  be  in  the  Hands  of  the 
^'V',  it  cannot  be  denied  that  our  Trade  will  ouickly  be 
2  40  End.  We  (hall  then  lofe  the  Dominion  ot  the  Sea^ 
d  ill  oar  difbnt  Colonies  and  Settlements,  and  be  (hut  up 
'^  4-2r  own  Ifland,  where  the  Continuance  of  our  Liberties 

;  ^^  \x  determined  only  by  the  Refolution  with  which  we 
'^i:i  defend  them/ 

'  That  this,  my  Lords,  muft  probably  be  in  a  few  Years 
^  r  State,  if  the  Schemes  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  (honld 
-jv?ed,  is  certain  beyond  Controveriy  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
^*^>iettt,  that  no  Man  to  whom  fuch  a  Condition  does  not 
«^r  eligible,  can  look  unconcerned  at  the  Confufion  of 
-^  (>ontinent,  or  confider  the  Definition  of  the  Houfe  of 
'  Hj,  without  endeavouring  to  prevent  it.* 
'  Bet,  my  Lords,  tho'  fuch  Endeavours  are  the  Duty* of 
^  who  are  engaged  in  the  Tranfa^on  of  publick  Affairs  ; 
*o'  the  Importance  of  the  Caufe  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
i«  acknowledged  ih  the  Speech  to  which  we  are  to  return 
'•:  ^ddrefs ;  it  docs  not  appear  that  the  Minifters  oi  Great 
^"'J'ff  have  once  attempted  to  aflift  her,  or  have  even  for- 
^Jm  any  Thing  w^ch  might  aggravate  her  Difbefs.' 

'  The 
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Aio/SjiCeo.n*      '  The  only  effedhial  Methods  by  which  anyefficacioi 
»74»'         Relief  could  have  been  procuped,  were  that  of'reconcilii 
'  her  with  the  King,  of  Prufta,  or  that  of  prevailing  apon  t\ 
Rujfians  to  faccour  Her. 

'  A  Reconciliation  with  the  King  of  Prujfia  would  hai 
been  my  firft  Care^  if  the  Honour  of  adviiing  on  this  Occi 
fion  had  fallen  to  my  Lot.  To  have  cfFeded  this  could  fti  rcl 
have  been  no  difficult  Taflc,  becaufe  each  Party  could  ii< 
but  know  how  much  it  was  their  conmion  Interell  to  e:? 
dude  the  French  from  the  Empire,  and  how  certainly  th 
untimely  Difcord  mud  cxpofe  them  both  to  their  ancic] 
Enemy. 

'  A$  in  private  Life,  my  Lords,  when  two  Friends  can 
lany.Difpute  between  them  to  improper  Degrees  of  Kefeii| 
ment,  it  is  the  Province  of  a  Third  to  moderate  the  i  -^  V^ 
of  each^  and  to  reftore  that  Harmony  which  a  Ditlcrence  c 
Intereft  or  Opinion  had  impaired ;  fo  in  Alliances^  or  tl3 
Friendfhips  of  Nations,  whenever  it  unhappily  falls  out  tlij 
two  of  ttiem  forget  the  general  Good,  and  lay  tlinnlelvc 
open  to  thofe  Evils  from  which  a  ftrid  Union  only  can  pr< 
Xsrve  them,  it  is  necelTary  that  fome  other  Power  (hould  inte] 
pofe,  and  prevent  die  Dangers  of  a  perpetual  Difcord. 

•  Whether  this  was  attempted,  my  Lords,  I  know  not 
but  if  any.  fuch  Defign  was  in  Appearance  profecuted,  | 
may  be  reafon^bly  imagined  from  the  Event,  that  the  Nogcl 
tiators  were  defeiftive  either  in  Skill  or  in  Diligence  ;  Aj 
how  can  it  be  conceived  'that  any  Man  (hould  act  contra r 
to  his  own  Intereft,  to  whom  the  State  of  his  Affairs  is  trul 
reprefented? 

^  But  not  to  fupprefs  what  I  cannot  doubt,  I  am  con 
vinced,  my  Lords,  that  there  is  in  Reality  no  Defign  c 
alTifting  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary ;  either  our  Minilh^rs  Ha\ 
not  yet  recovered  from  their  Apprehenfions  of  the  exorbi 
tant  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  y/ujHa,  by  which  they  >vor 
frighted  fome  Years  ago  into  the  Bofom  of  France  for  She] 
ter,  and  which  left  them  no  Expedient  but  the  Treaty  c 
Hanover  *  5  or  they  arc  now  equally  afraid  of  France,  an 
expeA  the  Pretender  to  be  forced  upon  them  by  the  Po^kf  c 
whom  they  fo  lately  folicited  to  iecure  them  againft  him. 

•  Whatever  is  the  Motive  of  their  Condud,  it  is  evidcn  t 
my  Lords,  that  they  are  at  prefent  to  the  unfortunate  Que^ 
o(  Hungary,  either  profeiled  Enemies,  or  treacherous  Allies 

•  See  Lord  Carteret's  Motion  for  removing  Sir  Robert  Walpole  frr^r 
his  Majefty*s  Councils  and  Prefence,  in  Timb  BALAifn*t  HiAonr,  of  t:!^ 
Houfe  of  Lor.!s,  Vol.  7.  p.  641  j  and  Mr.  Sandys's  to  the  fame  Effe^  i  j 
CHANnLEK**  Hiftory  of  die  Cotnmoos,  p.  65.  in  both  which  the  Han^ . 
Ter  Treaty  it  aIJedg*d  as  one  Reafon  %  Ua  Removal. 
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^r  the  have  pennitted  they  Invsfion  of  her  Italian  Domini-  Aa.  15.  Geo,  II. 
D5,  tthcn  they  might  have  prevented  it  without  ^  Blow,         »74>« 
cJy  by  intercepting  the  Spanijh  Tranfoorts.'  ^  ^ 

'  To  argiie  that  our  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  was  not 
:;:  Strcogtia  fofiicient  to  oppo(e  their  PaHage^  is  a  SnhterRige 
^:  ^hich  they  can  only  be  driven  by  the  Neceifity  of 
riing  fame  Apology,  and  an  abfolute  Inability  to  produce 
^y  ¥rhich  will  not  immediately  be  difcover'd  to  be 
crocodicls.' 

'  It  is  known,  my  Lords,  to  all  Europe^  that  Haddock 
id  thai  Qnder  his  Command  thirteen  Ships  of  the  Line, 
^i  nifio  Ungates,  and  that  the  Spanijh  Convoy  confifted 
cniy  of  three  Ships,  and  yet  they  failed  before  his  Eyes 
tiLi  a  Degree  of  Security,  which  nothing  conld  have  pro- 
lincfd  Hi  a  Paflport  from  the  Court  of  Great  Britain^  and 
u  iK^u'd  £xemption  from  the  Danger  of  being  attack'd.' 

'  i:  may  be  urged,  that  they  were  proteded  by  the 
fr.^'9  isqi^ron,  and  that  Haddock  durft  not  attack  them, 
^fc  he  was  onable  to  contend  with  the  united  Fleets  ; 
^!,  my  Lords,  even  this  is  known  to  be  falfe ;  it  is  known 
tbt  they  bore  no  Proportion  to  the  Strength  of  the  Brttijh 
S^sdron,  that  they  could  net  have  made  even  the  Appear- 
JKedatiattlc/ 

'This,  ray  Lords,  was  well  known  to  our  Minifiers, 
^0  were  afniid  only  of  deflroying  the  French  Squadron, 
>^  vere  very  far  fiom  apprehending  any  Danger  from  it  ; 
Jstbeingdctcrmin'd  to  purchafe,  on  any  Terms,  the  Con- 
tiscance  (^  the  Friendfhip  of  their  old  Protestors,  confented 
^  the  Invaiion  of  Italy y  and  procured  a  Squadron  to  fail 
«it,  under  Pretence  of  def^ndmg  the  Spanijh  Tranfports^ 
^3t  their  Compliance  might  not  be  difcover'd.' 

'  All  this,  my  Lords^  may  reafonably  be  fufpedted  at  the 
^  View  rf  their  Proceedings  ;  for  how  could  an  inferior 
'wee  venture  into  the  Way  of  an  £nemy  unlefs  upon  Se- 
fsrity  of  not  being  attack'd  ?  But  the  late  Treaty  of  Neu- 
^ty  has  changed  Sufpidon  into  Certainty,  has  difcover'd 
^Source  of  all  their  Meafures,  and  (hewn  that  the  Inva- 
^  of  7/0^  is  perminedto  preferve //tf«wtfr  from  the  like 
Caiaahf.' 

*  There  is  great  Danger,  my  Lords,  left  this  kft  Treaty 
of  Bswver  fhould  give  the  decifive  Blow  to  the  Liberties 
^  Europe ;  how  much  it  embarafles  the  Queen  of  Hungary^ 
^Baking it  neceflary  for  her  to  divide  her  Forces,  is  ob- 
vioos  at  the  firft  View  ;  but  this  is  not,  in  my  Opinion,  its 
fi»ft  fetal  Confequence.  The  other  Powers  will  be  incited, 
^the  Example  of  our  Miniftry,  to  conclude  Treatfes  of 

"^wtrafity  in  the  feme  Manner.     Tlicy  will  diftruft  every 
1741  Appearance 
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An.  i5«  Geo.  II.  Appeartiice  of  our  Zeal  for  the  Hoafe  of  Auftriai  and  ima* 
^4»'        gine  that  wc  intend  only  an  hypocriticaJ   Aililbuicey  and 
^  that  our  Generals^  our  Embafladors,  and  our  Admirala^  have 
in  Reality  the  fame  Orders.' 

'  Nothing,  myLordSy  is  more  dangerous  than  to  weaken 
the  publick  Faith  ;  when  a  Nation  can  be  no  longer  trufled 
it  loies  all  its  Influence,  because  none  can  fear  its  Menaces, 
or  depend  on  its  Alliance  ;  a  Nation  no  longer  trufled, 
mult  liand  alone  and  unfupported  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  the 
Nation  which  is  juiUy  fuipeded  of  holding  with  its  open 
£nemies  a  (ecret  Intercourfe  to  the  Prejudice  of  its  Allies, 
can  be  no  longer  confided  in.' 

*  This  Sufpicion,  my  Lords,  this  hateful,  this  reproach-* 
fill  Chara^er,  is  now  fixed  upon  the  Court  of  Creai  Bri- 
tain  ;  nor  does  it  take  its  Rile  only  from  the  Forbearance  of 
our  Admiral,  but  has  received  new  ConHrraation  from  the 
Behaviour  of  our  Ambaffador  *,  who  denied  the  Treaty  of 
Neutrality,  when  the  French  Minifter  declared  it  to  the  Dutch, 
Such  now,  my  Lords,  is  the  Reputation  of  the  Brit'ifh 
Court,  a  Reputation  produced  by  the  mod  flagrant  and  no- 
torious  Inflances  of  Cowardice  and  Falihood,  which  cannot 
but  make  all  our  Endeavours  bieffedhial,  and  difcourage  all 
thofe  Powers  whole  Conjun^ion  we  might  have  promoted, 
from  entering  into  any  odier  Engagements  than  (uch  as  we 
may  purchafefbr  ftated  SubGdies^  For  who,  upon  any  other 
Motive  than  immediate  Interefl,  would  form  an  Alliance 
with  a  Power  which,  upon  the  flrfl:  Appearance  of  Danger, 
gives  up  a  Confederate,  to  purchafe,  not ,  a  large  Extent  of 
Territory,  not  a  new  Field  of  Commerce,  not  a  Port  6r  a 
Citadel,  but  anabjed  NeutraUty  !' 

'  But  however  mean  may  be  a  Supplication  for  Peace,  or 
however  infamous  the  Defertion  of  an  Ally,  I  wifh,  my 
Lords,  that  the  Liberty  of  invading  the  Queen  of  Hunpaty^i 
Dominions  without  Oppofltion,  had  been  the  mod  culpable 
Conceflion  of  our  iiluftnons  Miniflers,  of  whom  it  is  re&(b- 
nable  to  believe,  that  they  have  (lipulated  with  the  Spaniards, 
that  they  fliall  be  repaid  theExpencc  of  the  War  by  the  Plun- 
der of  our  Merchants.* 

*  That  our  Commerce  has  been  unneceflarilv  expofcd  to 
the  Ravagts  of  Privateers,  from  which  a  very  fmall  Degree 
of  Caution  might  have  prefcrved  it ;  that  three  hnnclred 
trading  Ships  have  been  taken,  and  that  three  thoufknd 
Britijb  Sailors  are  now  in  Captivity,  is  a  Coniideration  too 

melancholy 

*  Mr  Trevor,  the  British  MiniAef  it  the  H^gtie,  upon  this  Occals-ia, 
aeclar*d  to  the  States,  That  if  fuch  a  Treaty  of  Neutrality  for  the  £k£lo- 
rate  of  HaaoTcr  was  agreed  oii,  it  was  unksown  to  him. 
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rRflancfaoly  to  be  long  dwelt  upon,  and  a  Truth  too  certain  ^*  M-  Ceo.  IL 
to  be  (bppreiled  or  denied.  J'JtL 

'  Ho'y  fuch  Havock  could  have  been  made,  had  not 
oor  Ships  of  War  concluded  a  l>eaty  of  Neu-rality  with 
the  Spaniards f  and  left  the  War  to  be  carried  on  only  by 
the  Merchants,  is  not  cafy  to  conceive  ;  for  furcly  it  will 
not  be  pretended  that  all  thcfe  LoflTes  were  the  neccflary 
Conleqccnce  of  our  Situation  with  regard  to  Spain y  which 
iTitcspofed  the  Portugueze  Traders  to  Hazard,  did  not  hin- 
<iCT  us  from  guarding  our  own  Coafts. 

*  And  yet  on  our  own  Coafts^  my  Lords,  have  Multitudes 
of  our  Ships  been  taken  by  the  Spaniardiy  they  have  been 
fcied  by  petty  Veflels  as  they  were  entering  our  Ports,  and 
amgratakting  themfelves  upon  their  Efcapc  from  Danger. 

*  In  the  late  War  with  France^  an  Enemy  much .  more 
fennidabie  both  for  Power  and  Situation,  Methods  were  dif- 
comed  by  which  our  Trade  was  more  efJicacioufly  pro-r 
te^  J  By  flationing  a  Squadron  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Chan- 
^  of  which  two  or  three  Ships  at  a  Time  cruized  at  a 
proper  Diflance  on  the  nci^hbourinij  Seas,  the  Privateers 
*crc  kept  in  Awe  and'coniined  to  tlieir  own  Harbours,  or 
fcizcd  if  they  ventured  to  leave  them. 

*  But  of  inch  ufeful  Regulations  in  the  prefent  War,  there 
ii  little  Hope ;  for  if  the  publick  Papers  are  of  any  Credit, 
the  King  of  Spain  confiders  tlie  Captures  of  our  Merchants 
asacodbnt  Revennc^  and  has  laid  an  Iiidulto  upon  theni 
M  Dpon  other  Parts  of  the  Spanijh  Trade. 

'  It  is  therefore  to  little  Purpofe  that  Meafures  are  pro- 
pofedin  this  Houfe,  >jor  Schemes  prcfcnted  by  the  Merchants 
for  tbc  Prefervation  of  our  Commerce  ;  for  the  Merchants 
are  confidered  as  the  determined  Enemies  of  our  Minifter, 
^iio  therefore  refolved  that  they  (hould  repent  of  the  War 
into  which  he  was  forced  by  them,  contrary  to  thofe  fa- 
vonrite  Schemes  which  he  has  purfued  till  the  Liberties  of 
^^inpe  are  aUooft  extinguifhed. 

*  There  arc  indeed  fome  Hopes,  my  Lords,  that  new 
Meafares  refblutely  purfued  might  yet  repair  the  Mifchiefs 
of  this  abfurd  ana  cowardly  Condudii,  and  that  by  proper 
Kdbbtion  the  Ambition  of  France  might  once  more  be  dif- 
•Ppointed.  The  King  o( PruJ/ia  appears^  at  length,  convfnccd 
that  he  has  not  altogether  purfued  his  reallntereft,  and  that 
^«  own  Family  muft  fall  in  the  Ruin  of  the  Houfe  of  j^u- 
Aw.  The.  King  of  iSiic^/wtf  appears  firm  in  his  Determi- 
^on  to.  adhere  to  the  (^neen  of  Hunf^ary^  and  has  tliere- 
forc  refiifcd  a  Pafiage  through  his  Dominions,  to  the  Spanijh 
Troops.  The  States  of  Holland  feem  to  have  taken  tlic 
Alarm,  and  nothing  but  their  Diftrufl  of  our  Sincerity   can 

Vol.  Via.  G  hindet 
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An.  15  Ceo. II.  hinder  theih  from  uniting  againft  the  Houfe  o(  Bourbon* 
'^^■'^  <  This  Diftruft,  my  Lords,  we  may  probably  remove  by 

reviving  on  thisOccafioa  onr  ancient  Forms  of  Addrel's,  and 
declaring  a'i  once  to  his  Majeliy,  and  to  all  tlie  Powers  of 
E't'cpe,  that  we  are  far  from  approving  the  late  Meafures. 

^  There  is  another  Reafon  why  the  Ihort  Addrelles  of  our 
Anceltors  may  be  preferred  to  the  modern  Forms,  in  which 
a  great  Number  of  particular  Fads  are  often  comprehended. 
It  is  evident  that  the  Addrclfes  are  prefented  before  there 
can  be  Time  to  examine  whether  the  Fadts  contained  ia 
th?m  arc  judly  ftated,  and  they  muft  tlieretbre  lofe  their 
Knicacy  with  the  People,  who  can  fufficiently  diftinguifli  be- 
tvyeen  fervilc  Compliance  and  real  Approbation,  and  who 
will  not  ealily  miibke  the  Incenfe  of  Flattery  for  the  Tri- 
bute of  Gratitude. 

*  \\  ith  Regard  to  the  Propriety  of  the  Addrefs  propofed 
to  your  Lordlhips,  which  ir,  like  others,  only  a  Repetition 
of  til e  Speech,  there  is  at  Icalt  one  Objection  to  it  too  im- 
portant to  be  fupprefs'd. 

^  It  is  affirmed  in  the  Speech,  *  in  what  particular  Words 
I  cannot  exa(flly  remember,  "  That  (ince  the  Death  of  the 
**  b:e  Emperor  o(  Cernhwyy  the  Intereft  of  the  Queen  of 
*^  Hirnary  has  beendiligently  and  invariably  promoted  I  "  An 
AiTertivon  which  his  Majeftyis  too  wife,  too  equitable,  and  too 
generous  to  have  uttered ,  bat  at  the  Perfuafion  of  his  Minifters. 

*  liis  Majefly  well  knows,  that  no  important  AflTidance 
Jvis  been  hitherto  given  to  that  unhappy  Princefs  ;  he  knows 
thct  the  twelve  tioufand  Men,  who  are  faid  to  lyive  been 
rr/iled  for  the  Defence  of  the  Empire,  thofe  mighty  Troops 
by  whole  AfTifbnce  the  Enemies  of  Juftria  were  to  be  fcat- 
tercd,  n:*ver  march'd  beyond  the  Territories  of  Hanover ^  nor 
left  thit  Country  for  a  linglc  Day.  And  is  it  probable  that 
tl:c  (^neen  would  have  prefcrrt'd  Money  before  Troops,  had 
(he  not  been  informed  that  it  v/ould  be  more  eafily  obtained  ? 

*  Nor  was  even  this  •  pecuniary  Affiltance,  though  com* 
prtlblc  with  the  Seer rity  of /^j/wcfr,  granted  her  without 
iveluclance,  of  which  no  other  Proof  is  necefiary  than  the 
Diibnce  betv/cen  the  Promife  and  the  Performance.  The 
Money,  my  Lords,  is  not  yet  all  paid,  tho'  the  laft  Pay- 
men  i  was  very  lately  fixed.  Such  is  the  Afliftance  which 
the  unite  J  Influence  ^of  Juftice  and  Compailion  has  yet  pro- 
en  icd   from  the  Court  o{  Great  Britain, 

*  Our  Miniitcrs  have  been  therefore  hitherto,  my  Lords, 
fo   Cur  from  ailing  with  Vigour  in  Favour  of  the  Houfe  oF 
Aifrr/ay  that  they  have  never  foUicited  tlic  Court  of  Mu/^ 
covy,  arlmolt  the  only  Court  now  independent  on  France,  to 

engage 

*  Sf«r  the  Speech  at  lar^c  m  Ckaitblir's  Hiftory  of  the  Commons^ 
Vol.  13.  p.  21, 
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«g^8*  »<*   her  Defence.     How  wifely  that  mighty  I^owcr  An.  15.  Ceo.  II 
diliingiTtilxcs  ber  reaJ  Intereft,  and  how  ardently  (he  purfues  '74^ 

It,  the  whole  World  was  convinced  in  her  Alliance  with  the    ^-**V"^*^ 
bte  Emperor  ;  nor  is  it  unlikely  that  (he  might  have  been     * 
eaiiiy  peHuaded  to  have  prote^ed  his  Daughter  with  equal 
Zcil.      Bat  we  never  afked  her  Alliance  left  we  (hould  ob* 
uia  it,  and  yet  we  boaft  of  our  good  Offices. 

'  Our  Minifters  thought  it  more  nearly  concerned  them 
to  humble  oar  Merchants  than  to  fuccour  our  Allies^  and 
thereibre  admitted  the  Spaniards  into  Italy  ;  by  which  they 
ai  once  gratified  the  Honfe  oi  Bourbon^  embarrafled  the 
Qpcen  of  Hungary j  and  endangered  the  EflTeds  of  the  Britijh 
Merchants^  lying  at  Ltghortij  EiTc^s  which  were  lately  va- 
liicd  at  600^000  /.  but  which  by  the  ieafonable  Arrival  of 
the  Spaniards  are  reduced  to  half  that  Value, 

*  1  hope  therefore  I  need  not  urge  to  yotir  Lordfliips  the 
Nec<4Bty  of  confining  our  Addrefs  to  Thanks  and  Conf.ra-* 
tabtions^becaufe  it  is  not  necefTary  to  fay  how  inconii^tent 
it  moft  be  thought  with  the  Dgnity  of  this  Houfc,  to  ap- 
prove what  all  Europe  knows  to  be  falfe. ' 

Then  the  Duke  of  NriocaftU  f  fpoke  as  follows  :  D'  cf  t:etrcaft!c. 

My  Lords  y 

*  The  Manner  in  which  the  noble  Lord  who  fpokc  lad 
cxprefles  his  Sentiments,  never  h\\%  to  rive  Pleafure,  even 
vbere  his  Arguments  produce  no  Conviction  ;  and  his  Elo- 
quence always  recites  its  own  PraifC;  though  it  may  fome- 
dmes  be  diijppointed  of  its  more  important  Efiedts. 

*  In  the  prefent  Debate,  my  Lords,  I  have  heard  no  Ar- 
gumeiUy  by  which  I  am  inclined  to  change  the  ufual  Forms 
of  Addreis,  or  to  rejed  the  Motion  which  has  been  made 
tons. ' 

*  The  Addrefs  which  has  been  propofed,  is  not.  In  my 
Opinioik,  jofUy  chargeable  cither  with  Flattery  to  the  Mi- 
mflerSy  or  with  Difingennity  with  refpedt  to  the  People  ; 
Mr  can  I  dllcovei'  in  it  any  of  thofe  Portions  which  nav^ 
been  reprefcnted  io  fallacious  and  dangerous.  It  contains 
only  a  ffeneral  Declaration  of  our  Gratitude,  and  an  Afler- 
tion  ofour  Zeal ;  a  Declaration  and  AiTertion  to  which  I 
h<^  jio  Lord  in  this  Houfe  will  be  unwilling  to  fubfcribe. 

'  As  an  Fjiquiry  into  the  Propriety  of  this  Addrefs  has 
prodoced,  whether  neceflarily  or  not,  many  Obfervations  oil 
tbeprcient  StsLtn  of  Europe,  and  many  Animadverfions  upon 
01X7  late  CondoStf  it  cannot  be  improper  for  me  to  oiFer  to 
Tonr  Loidlhipa  my  Opinion  of  the  Meafurcs  i^hich  have 
beta  parfuedby  us,  as  well  in  the  War  with  Spumy  as  with 
regard  to  the  Qfieen  of  Hungary ^  end  to  propofe  my  Con- 
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(    3<J    ) 
Aa«  15.  Gco.II.  jo^res  concerning  the  Events  which  may  probably  be  pro- 
'Z^'^      .  duced  hy  the  Diflradlions  on  the  Continent. 
"^  '  This  Deviation   from  the  Queftion  before  us,  will  at 

leaft  be  as  eafily  pardoned  in  me,  as  in  the  Nobk  JLords 
who  have  exhibited  fb  gloomy  a  Reprefentation  of  our  ap- 
proaching Condition;  who  have  lamented  the  Slavery  to 
which  they  imagine  all  the  States  of  Europe  to  be  reduc'd  z 
For  furely,  my  Lords,  it  is  an  Endeavour  no  Icfs  laudable 
to  difpel  Terror,  than  to  exAte  it  ;  and  he  who  brings  us 
iuch  Accounts  as  we  deflre  to  recdve,  is  generally  Mcned 
to  with  Indulgence. 

'  That  the  Power  of  the  Family  of  Bourbon  is  arrived  at 
a  very  dangerous  and  formidable  Heigh th ;  that  it  was  never 
bitlierto  employed  but  to  dilhirb  the  Happinefs  of  the  Uni- 
verfe  ;  that  the  fame  Schemes  which  onr  Anceftors  laboured 
fb  ardently  and  fo  fuccefsjfully  to  deftroy,  are  now  formed 
afrefh,  and  intended  to  be  put  into  immediate  Execution  ; 
that  the  Empire  is  defigned  to  be  held  henceforward  in  De- 
pendence on  France  ;  and  that  the  Houfo  of  Auftria^  by 
which  the  common  Rights  of  Mankind  have  been  fo  long 
fupported,  is  now  marked  out  for  Dcibiidion,  is  too  evident 
to  be  contefted. 

'  It  is  allowed,  my  Lords,  that  the  Power  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auftriay  which  there  was  once  Reafon  to  dread  left  it 
might  have  been  employed  againftus,  is  now  almoft  extin* 
guifhed ;  and  that  Name,,  which  has  for  fo  many  Ages  filled 
the  Hiftories  of  Europe^  is  in  Danger  of  being  forgotten.  It 
is  allowed  that  the  Hode  of  Anfir'ta  cannot  rail  withont  cx- 
pofing  all  tliofe,  who  have  hitherto  been  fupported  by  its  Al- 
liance, to  the  utmoft  Danger  ;  and  I  need  not  add  that  they 
ought  therefore  to  aflift  it  with  the  utmoft  Expedition^  and 
the  moft  vigorous  Meafures. 

'  It  may  be  fuggefted,  my  Lords,  that  this  AMance  has 
been  already  delayed  till  it  is  become  ufelefs,  and  that  the 
utmoft  Expedition  will  be  too  flow,  and  the  moft  vigorous 
Meafures  too  weak,  to  flop  the  Torrent  of  the  Conquefts  of 
France  ;  that  the  fiital  Blow  will  be  ftruck  before  we  (hall 
have  an  Opportunity  to  ward  it  off ;  and  that  our  R^ard  for 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria  will  be  only  Compaflion  for  the 
Dead. 

'  But  thefe,  my  Lords,  I  hope,  are  only  the  Apprchcn- 
fions  of  a  Mind  overborn  with  fudden  Terrors,  and  pcr- 
plex'd  with  a  confos'd  Survey  of  complicated  Danger  ;  for^ 
if  we  confider  more  diftindfy  the  Powers  which  may  be 
brought  in  Oppofition  to  France,  we  (hall  find  no  Reafon  for 
deiparing  that  we  may  once  more  ftand  up  with  Succefs  in 
Defence  of  our  Religion  and  the  Liberty  of  Mankind. 


(    37    ) 

'  The  Nobk  Lord  has  already  mentioned  the  pre(ent  Dif-  An.  15.  Geo.  ll» 
poTitioaof  three  powerful  States  *,  as  a  Motive  for  vigorous         i74«' 
Rdoktions,  and  a  Confideration   that  may  at  lead  prefervc  '  ' 

tts  from  Defpair  ;  and  'tis  no  fmall  Satisfadtion  to  me  to  ob- 
fervc,  that  his  Penetration  and  Experience  incline  him  to 
tope  upon  the  Proipeit  of  Affairs  as  they  now  appear  ;  bc- 
o^e  i  doubt  not  but  that  Hope  will  be  improved  into  Con- 
**t'nce,  by  the  Account  which  I  can  now  give  your  Lord- 
%*  of  the  Intention  of  another  Power,  vet  more  formi- 
«"3ic,  to  engage  with  us  in  the  great  Defign  of  reprclling 
tlsclnfolence   of  France, 

^  A  Treaty  of  Alliance,  my  Lords,  has  been  for  fomc  Time 
«fncerttci  with  the  Emprefs  of  Rujfia^  and  has  been  nego- 
^  with  fiicb  Diligence,  that  it  is  now  completed  ;  and  I 
«ubt  uot  but  the  kit  Ratifications  will  arrive  at  this  Court 
Q  a  few  Days  ;  by  which  it  will  appear  to  your  Lordihips, 
^«  tlic  Intcrdd  of  tliis  Nation  has  been  vigilantly  regarded, 
*^  to  our  .allies,  that  the  Faith  of  Great  Britain  has  never 
y^  been  (haken.  It  will  appear  to  the  French  that  they 
*«  precipitated  their  Triumphs  ;  and  that,  perhaps,  they 
•^e  parcdl'd  out  Kingdoms  which  they  are  never  likely  to 

*  It  was  affirmed,  and  very  juftlv,  that  Applications  ought 
to  be  made  to  this  powerful  Court  as  the  profelfed  Adverfary 
^^Frajxe;  and  if  it  was  not  hitherto  known  that  their  Al- 
HJaacc  had  been  afliduoufly  folicited,  our  Endeavours  were 
**?^  faret,  only  that  their  Succefs  might  be  more  certain, 
J3d  that  they  might  furprize  more  powerfully  by   their  EfF- 

*  Nor  hayc  the  two  other  Princes,  which  were  mentioned 
^  tbc  Noble  Lord,  been  forgotten,  whofe  Concurrence  is 
^  ^Hii  Time  fo  neccilary  to  us  ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  that 
^^Keprefentadons  which  have  been  made  with  all  the  Force 
^  Troth,  and  all  the  Zeal  th^t  is  awakened  by  Intcred  and 
^Dtngpr,  will  in  Time  produce  the  EfFeds  for  which  they 
»we  intended,  by  convindng  thofe  Princes  that  they  en- 
^f'^  dierafirlves  by  flattering  the  French  Ambition  ;  that 
^  are  divefting  themfeives  of  that  Defence  of  which  they 
will  ouickly  regret  the  Lofs,  and  that  they  are  only  not  at* 
^»  at  preient,   that  they  may  be  deflroyed  more  eaflly 

^  Bat  it  is  always  to  be  remembred,  my  Lords,   that  in 

r^lick  Transitions  as  in  private  Life,  Intereft  ads  with 

^^  lorce,  as  it  is  at  a  greater  Diflance,  and  that  the  imme*  ^ 

^e  Motive    will    generally   prevail  ;    Eutunty    impairs 

C  3  the 
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An.  15.  Geo.  II.  the  Influence  of  the  molt  important  ObjeAs  of  Con- 
I74I*  lidcration.  Wherever  Imagination  can  exert  its  Power,  wc 
eailly  dweW  upon  the  mod  pleadng  Views,  and  flatter  our- 
felves  with  tho(e  Confcquenccs,  which  tho*  perhaps  Icaft  to 
be  cxpcfted,  are  mod  defired  ;  wherever  dirfcrent  Events 
may  arife,  which  is  the  Stare  of  all  human  Tranfadions, 
we  naturally  oromote  our  Hopes  and  rcprefs  our  Fears,  and 
in  Time  fo  far  deceive  ourfelves,  as  to  quiet  all  our  Suipi- 
cions,  and  believe  what  at  firft  we  only  wilhed. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  mufl  be  the  Delufion  by  which  fome 
States  are  induced  to  favour,  and  others  to  neglcd  the  In- 
croachmcnts  of  France  ;  Men  are  impolitick,  as  they  are 
wicked,  becaufe  they  prefer  the  Gratification  of  the  pre- 
fent  Hour  to  the  AlTurance  of  folid  and  permanent,  but  di- 
ibnt  Happinefs.  The  French  take  Advantage  of  this  gene- 
ral Weaknefs,  and  by  Promifes  to  one  Prince,  and  Grants 
to  another,  reconcile  them  to  their  Defigns.  Each  finds 
that  he  (hall  gain  more  by  con  trancing  an  Alliance  with  them 
than  with  another  State,  which  has  no  View  bcfides  that  of 
preferving  to  every  Sovereign  his  juft  Rights,  and  which 
therefore,  as  it  plunders  none,  will  have  nothing  to  beftow. 

^  This,  my  Lords,  is  the  Difadvantage  under  which  our 
Negociators  labour  againlt  thofe  of  France ;  wc  have  no 
Kingdoms  to  parcel  out  among  thofe  whofe  Confederacy  we 
iblicit ;  we  can  promife  them  no  Superiority  above  the 
neighbouring  Princes  which  they  do  not  now  poUefs ;  wc  af- 
fume  not  the  Province  of  adjuUing  the  Boundaries  of  Domi- 
nion, or  of  deciding  conteiled  Titles. 

^  But  the  Frenchy  my  Lords,  oppofe  us  with  other  Argu- 
ments, Arguments  which  indeed  receive  their  Force  from 
'  Credulity  ;  but  what  more  powerful  Aflilbnce  can  be  <lcfir- 
cd  ?  They  promife  not  meer  negative  Advantages,  not  an 
Exemption  from  remote  Oppreflion,  which,  as  it  was  yet 
never  felt,  is  little  dreadfd  ;  tiicy  offer  an  immediate  Aug* 
mentation  of  Dominion,  and  an  Kxtcnfion  of  Power  ;  they 
propofe  new  Tra<5l«  of  Commerce,  and  open  new  Sources  oi 
Wealth  ;  they  invite  Confederacies  not  for  Defence,  but 
for  Conquelts  ;  for  Conquefts  10  be  divided  among  the 
Powers  by  whofe  Union  they  fhall  be  made. 

*  Let  it  not  therefore  be  objected,  my  Lords,  to  our  Mi- 
ni ilers,  tii^t  the  French  obtain  more  Influence  than  they  ; 
for  while  fuch  is  the  ('ondition  of  iManktnd,  that  what  is 
dohrej  is  easily  credited,  while  prefcnt  Profit  is  more  power- 
ful than  future  Safety,  the  Frcuh  Eloquence  will  frequent- 
ly prevail. 

'  Whetlicr,  my  Lords,  our  fecming  Want  of  Succefs  in 
rhc  War  with  Sf^uin  admits  ot  as eaiy  a  Solution,  my  Degree 
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or  Knowledge  of  military  Affnirs,  does  not  enable  me  to  de-  An.  15.  Cco.  ii 
termine*     An  Account  of  this  Part  of  our  Conduct    is  to         i74'' 
be  expefted  frtm  the  Coraminioners  of  the  Admiralty,  by 
wbom  I  doubt  not,  but  fuch  Reaibns  will  "be   afli^ned  for 
aU  the  Operations  of  our  Naval  Forces,  and  luch  Vindicati- 
ons offered  of  all  thofe  Meafures,  which  have  been  hitlier- 
to  imputed  too  precipitately  to  Negligence,  Cewardice,  or 
Treachery,  as  will  fatisfy   thofc  who  have  been  molt  vehe- 
ment in  their  Cenfures. 

*  But  becauie  it  docs  not  feem  to  me  very  difficult  to  a- 
pologize  for  thofe  Mifcarriges  which  have  occafioned  the 
loadeft  Complaints,  I  will  lay  before  your  Lordfliips  what 
I  have  been  able  to  colleifl  from  Inquii^  or  Ob{er\'ation„ 
and  doubt  not  but  it  will  eaCly  appear,  that  nothing  has 
been  omitted  from  any  apparent  Defign  of  betraying  our 
Country,  and  that  our  Minillers  will  deferve,  at  leafc,  to  be 
heard  before  they  are  condemned. 

*  That  great  Numbers  of  our  trading  Veflels  have  been 
fciz*d  by  the  Spansardsy  and  that  our  Commerce  has  tlicre- 
fore  been  very  much  interrupted,  is  fufficiently  manifeft  ; 
but  to  me,  my  Lords,  this  appears  one  of  the  certain  and 
nec^&ry  Confequences  of  War,  which  are  always  to  be  ex- 
peded,  and  to  be  fet  in  our  Confultations  againft  the  Advan- 
tages which  we  propofe  to  obtain.  It  is  as  rational  to  ex- 
pect that  of  an  Army  fent  againft  our  Fncmics  every  Man 
fiioald  return  unhurt,  as  that  every  Merchant  fhould  fee 
his  Ship  «nd  Cargo  fafe  into  Port. 

*  It  we  Gcamine,  my  Lords,  the  late  War,  of  which  the 
CondnA  has  been  fo  lavifhly  applauded,  and  which  has  be^n 
propofed  to  the  Imitation  of  all  future  Miniilers,  it  will  ap- 
pear that  our  Lofles  of  the  fame  kind  were  then  very  fre- 
quent^ and  perhaps  not  lefs  complained  of,  though  the  Mur« 
murs  arc  now  forgotten,  and  the  Acclamations  tranfmitted 
to  Pofterity,  because  we  naturally  relate  what  has  given  bs 
Satis&6lion,  and  fupprefs  what  we  cannot  recoiled  without 
Vneafinefs. 

'  If  we  look  farther  backward,  my  Lords,  and  encjuire 
into  the  Event  of  any  other  War  in  which  we  engaged  fmce 
Commerce  has  conftitiited  (o  large  a  Part  of  the  Intcreft  of 
this  Nation,  I  doubt  not  but  in  Proportion  to  our  Trade 
will  be  found  our  Lofles  ;  and  in  all  future  Wars,  as  in  the 
pfrfent,  I  ihall  exped  the  fame  Calamities  an  J  the  fame 
Complaints.  For  the  Efcape  of  any  Number  of  Ships  raiics 
no  Tranfport,  nor  produces  any  Gratitude;  but  tlic  Lofs  of 
a  few  will  always  give  Occafion  to  Clamour  andDifcontem. 

*  Nor  do  I  fee  how  it  is  poHible  to  employ  our  Po\vcr 
more  effe^ftually  for  the  Protcifiion  of  our  Trade  than  'oy  the 


(    40    ) 
An.  15.  Geo.n.  MethoJ  now  purlued  of  covering  the  Ocean  with  our  Fleets, 
1741.    '    and  (latjoning  our  Ships  of  War  in  ever)'  Fkcc  where  Dah- 
~     J  ger  can  be  apprehended.     If  it  be  urged  tliat   the  Ineificacy 
'   of  ourMeafures  is  a  fiifficient  Proofof  their  Impropriety,   it 
will  be  proper  to  fubilitute  another   Plan  of  Operation,  of 
whicli  the  Succefsmay  be  more  probable.     Tome,  ray  Lords, 
the  Lofs  of  fome  of  our  mercantile  Vellcls   (hews  only  the 
vaft  Extent  of  our  Commerce. 

*  The  Difpontion  of  our  Squadrons  has  been  fuch  as  was 
doubtlefs  di(^ated  by  proper  Care  and  Experience.  The 
Squadron  appointed  to  guard  our  Coafts  has  been  ridiculed 
as  an  ufelels  Kxpence  ;  and  its  frequent  Excui-fions  and  Re- 
turns without  an);  memorable  Attempt,  have  given  Occalion 
to  endlefs  Railery.  *  But  it  is  to  be  conlldercd,  my  Lords, 
that  the  Enemies  of  this  Nation,  eitlier  fecrct  or  declared, 
had  powerful  Squ  idrons  in  many  Ports  of  the  AU.iiterraKciv:^ 
which,  had  they  known  that  our  Coafts  were  without  De- 
fence, might  have  iliiied  out  on  a  a  fudden,  and  have  ap- 
peared uncxpe<5ledly  in  our  Channel. 

.  *  Out  of  this  Squadron,  however  neceflliry,  there  was  yet 
a  Reinforcement  of  five  Ships  ordered  to  niTiX  Haddocky  that 
he  might  be  enabled  to  oppofe  the  Defigns  of  tlie  Spaniards 
though  afTiAed  by  their  t'rench  Confederates,  whom  it  is 
known  that  he  was  fo  far  from  favouring,  that  he  was  fbti- 
oned  before  Barcelona  to  prevent  tliem.  Why  he  depar- 
ted from  tliat  Port,  and  upon  what  Motives  of  Policy,  or 
of  \\  ar,  he  fuffered  the  Spaniards  to  profecute  tlieir  Sclieme, 
he  only  is  able  to  inform  us, 

' '  That  the  Spaniards  have  not  at  leaft  been  fpared  by  De- 
fign,  is  evident  from  their  Sufferings  in  this  War,  which 
have  been  much  greater  than  ours.  Many  of  our  Ships 
have  indeed  been  fnatch*d  up  by  private  Adventurers.  But 
ai  none  of  our  Ships  have  been  denied  Convoys,  I  know  not 
how  the  Lofs  of  them  can  be  imputed  to  the  Miuiftry  ;  and 
if  any  of  thofe  who  failed  under  the  Protection  of  Ships  of 
War  have  been  loft,  tlie  Commanders  may  be  required  to 
vindicate  tlicmidvcs  from  tlie  Charge  of  Negligence  or 
Treachery. 

'  But  this  Enquiry,  my  Lords,  muft  be,  in  my  Opinion, 
referved  for  another  Day  ;  when  it  may  become  the  imme- 
diate Subjed  of  our  Confultations,  with  which  it  has  at  pre- 
fcnt  no  Coherence,  or  to  which  at  leaft  it  is  very  remotely 
related.  For  I  am  not  able,  upon  the  moft  impartial  and  the 
moft  attentive  Confiderations  of  the  Addrefs  now  propofed 
to  your  Lordftiips,  to  perceive  any  Neceffity  of  a  previous 
Enquiry  into  the  Condudl  of  the  War,  the  Direction  of  our 
'*  Ncgotiati- 

P  TheSquadron  S  nmuuvSod  by  Sir  John  Nonit* 
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Negodadons,  or  the  State  of  the  Kingdom,  in  order  to  oar  An*  <5«  0«o.  Vb 

Ccmpliance    with  this  Motion,  by  which  we  (hall  be  far  '74«» 

fncm  fhcltering  any  Crime  from  Punifhment,  or  any  doubt-  ^  ^*~    ^ 
t'J  Conduifl  from  Enquiry  ;  for  from  obftruding  the  Conrfe 
cf^ational  Juftjce,  or  approving  what  we  do  not  underftand. 

*  The  chief  Tendency  of  his  Majelly's  Speech  is  to  afk 
OCT  AdWcr  on  this  extraordinary  Conjundhire  of  Affairs,  a 
C::.adcft  undoubtedly  worthy  of  a  Bntijh  Monarch,  and  wliich 
^eonght  not  to  requite  with  DifrefpeA  ;  but  what  lefs  can 
r-e  -nfered  frora  an  Alteration  of  our  eftabiiih'd  Forms  of 
^'rels,  by  an  Om'flion  of  any  Part  of  the  Speech  ?  For 
^it  will  be  imagined  by  his  Majefty,  by  the  Nation,  and 
b;  the  whole  \V  orld,  but  that  we  did  not  approve  what  wc 
^  not  aiifi\'er  ?     • 

Tlie  Duke  of  Ar^yle  fpoke  next  : 

My  Lords  y       ^  p.   of  Aijylt^ 

It  IS  with  great  Reaion  that  the  prefent  Time  has  been 
r?-«rc:ented  to  u:;  from  die  Throne  as  a  T!r..c  ot  uncoLinum 
l)ir>ffcr  and  Diilurbunce;  a  Time  in  v.iiich  tl:c  iiarricrt 
«"'  K'ngdoms  arc  broken  dov/n  in  Contempt  of  every  Lawf 
>f  Heaven  and  of  Earth,  and  in  v/hlch  Ambition,  Rapine, 
2r.d  Opprrdjon  fecm  to  be  let  luofe  upon  Mankind  ;  a  Time 
h  ^hich  fome  Nations  lend  ont  Armies  and  invade  the  Ter- 
rlfcines  of  their  Neighbours,  in  Oppofition  to  the  mofl  (b- 
fcri3  Treaties,  of  which  others,  with  equal  Perfidy,  filently 
r-rVr  or  (ecretly  favour  the  Violation, 

'  At  a  Tiine  like  this,  \^  hen  Treaties  areconfidered  only  . 
^•nomentary  Expedients,  and  Alliances  carry  no  Security  ; 
•:  is  e%'idc^tthat  the  Prcfcr\'ution  of  our  Rights,  our  Interefis, 
--::d  our  Commerce,-  muft  depend  only  on  our  natural 
>Tengtfa,  inllead  of  cultivating  .the  Friendfhip  of  foreign 
?  »-A-ers,  wliich  we  mud  purch:?fe  upon  difadvantageout 
unx£tion&,  and  which  will  be  witlidrawn  from  us  when- 
'%cr  x^  fhall  need  it ;  we  ou.'^ht  therefore  to  collect  our  own 
f  ctxc,  and  (hew  the  World  how  little  we  ftand  in  Need  of 
Aliibnce,  and  how  little  we  have  to  fear  from  the  moft 
p'"^.erfu!  Eneriies. 

*  Onr  Countiy,  my  Lords,  fecms  defigned  by  Nature  to 
6:i?fift  without  any  Dependance  on  other  Nations ;  and  by  a 
i>idy  and  refblute  Improvement  of  thefc  Advantages,  with 
vnich  Providence  has  blefled  it,  may  bid  Defiance  to  Man- 
iiad;  k  might  become,  by  the  Extenfion  of  our  Commerce, 
tne  genera]  Center  at  which  the  Wealth  of  the  whole  Earth 
'^ht  be  coUedcd  together,  and  from  whence  it  mirlu  be 
ir«d  upon  proper  Occafions,  for  the  Diifufion  of  Liberty, 
aeReprdZkni  of  Inlblence,  a^d  thcPreiervatlon  of  Peace. 

<  n« 


'But 


(     42     ) 
An,  15.  Geo.n.      ^  But  thiftlnBuencCy  mvLords^  muft  arife  from  domedick 
'74'     ^  Felicity  ;  and  that  can  only  be  produced  by  a  mutual  Confi- 
"^  dence  between  the  Government  and  the  People  :  Where  the 

Governors  diftruft  the  AfFe^ons  of  their  Subjefts,  they  will 
not  be  very  (biicitous  to  advance  their  Happinefs  ;  for  who 
will  endeavour  to  encreafe  that  Wealth  which  will,  as  he  be- 
lieves, be  -employ 'd  .againft  him  ?  Nor  will  the  Subjects 
chearfuUy  concur  even  with  the  neceflary  Meafures  of  their 
Governors,  whofe  general  Deftgns  they  conceive  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  publick  Intereft  ^  becaufe  any  temporary  Succefs 
or  accidental  Reputation,  will  only  dazzle  the  Eyes  of  the 
Multitude  while  their  Liberties  are  undermin'd. 

*  This  Confidence,  my  Lords,  muft  be  promoted  wlierc 
it  exifts,  and  regained  where  it  is  loft,  by  impartial  Inquiries 
into  publick  Tranfadtions ;  by  the  Advancement  of  thofe 
whole  Wifdom  or  Bravery  has  increafed  'the  publick  Repu- 
tation and  Happinefs  of  the  Nation  ;  and  by  Cenfuring 
thofe,  who,  by  their  Unskiliulnefs  orDiflionour,  have  eitlier 
embarrafsM  their  Country  or  betray'd  it. 

'  For  this  Reafon,  my  Lords,  it  is  in  my  Opinion  necef- 
fary  to  gratify  the  Nation,  at  the  prefent  Jundture,  with  a\ 
Proiped  of  thole  Meafures,  without  which  no  People  can 
reafonably  be  fatisfy'd  ;  and  to  pacify  their  Refentment  of 
paft  Injuries,  and  quiet  their  Apprehenfions  of  Riture  Mife- 
rics,  by  a  Poflibility  at  leaft  that  they  may  fee  the  Authors  of 
all  our  Mifcarriages  called  to  a  Trial  in  open  Day  ;  and  thej 
Merit  of  thofe  Men  acknowledged  and  rewarded,  by  whofe 
Refolution  and  Integrity  they  imagine  that  the  final  Ruin  of! 
themf^lves  and  Pofterity  has  been  hitherto  prevented. 

*  That  the  prefent  Difcontent  of  the  Briti/h  Nation  is  al-| 
moft  univerfal ;  that  Sufpicipn  has  infufed  itfelf  into  every 
Rank  and  Denomination  of  Men  ;  that  Complaints  of  thd 
Negledl  of  our  Commerce,  the  Mifapplication  of  our  Trea- 
fure,  and  the  ill  Succefs  of  our  Arms,  are  to  be  heard  fron^ 
every  Month,  and  in  every  Place,  where  Men  dare  uttcil 
their  Sentiments,  I  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  no  Man  will  deny  i 
for  whoever  fliould  ftand  up  in  Oppofition  to  the  Truth  o] 
a  Fad  Co  generally  known,  would  diftingui(h  himfelf,  evert 
in  this  Age  of  Effrontery  and  Corruption,  by  a  Contempt  o] 
Reputation,  not  yet  known  amongft  Mankind. 

^  And  indeed,  my  Lords,  it  muft  be  confefTed  that  thcftj 
Difcontents  and  Clamours  are  produced  by  fuch  an  Ap^ 
pcarance  of  Folly,  or  Treachery,  as  few  Ages  or  Nation^ 
have.ever  known  ;  by  fuch  an  obftinate  Pcrfcverance  in  bad 
Meafures,  as  Shame  has  hitherto  prevented  in  thofe  upori 
whom  nobler  Motives,  Fidelity  to  their  Truft,  and  Love  o| 
their  Country,  had  loft  their  Influence. 

'   Othe^ 


(    43    ) 
'  Other  Mini/lerSy  when  they  have  formed  Defigns  of  Ab.  15.  Gnif. 
^rificing  the  publlck  Intercft  to  their  own,  have  been  cri-         i74»« 
flBHul  oniy  as  they  hoped  for  Secrecy,  and  have  vindicated  ' 
their  Condu<St  no  longer  than  wliile  they  had  Hopes  that 
lieir  Apologies  might  deceive. 

*  But  ourheroick  Miniftcrs,  my  Lords,  have  fct  themlelves 
&^ee  from  the  Neceffity  of  fupporting  their  Meafures  by  labo- 
riccs  Dedndlions  or  artful  Realbnings  ;  they  defy  the.  Pub- 
Lk  Tfchen  they  can  no  longer  deceive  it,  and  profecute,  in 
lie  Face  of  the  Sun,  thpfe  Meafures  which  they  have  not 
^  able  to  (apport,  and  of  which  the  fatal  Confequences 
JTi  torefccn  by  the  whole  Nation. 

*  When  they  have  been  dctefted  in  one  Abfurdity,  they 
tiU  Shelter  in  another  ;  when  Experience  has  (hewn  that 
use  of  their  Attempts  was  delignMonly  to  injure  the  Nation, 
c^^y  pTopofe  a  fecond  of  the  fame  kind  with  equal  Con- 
iicncc,  boofk  again  of  their  Integrity,  and  again  require  the 
Concurrence    of  the  Legiflaiure,    and    the  %upport  of  the 

'  When  they  had  for  a  lone  Time  fufFer'd  our  Trading 
Vefieh  to  be  fcized  in  Sight  of  onr  own  Ports  ;  when  they 
fcid  difpatched  Fleets  to  the  Mediterranean^  only  to  lie  expo* 
fed  to  the  Injuries  of  the  Weather ;  and  to  lail  from  oneCoaft 
to  another,  only  to  (hew  that  they  had  no  ho(li]e  Intentions  ; 
t-hat  they  were  fitted  out  by  the  Friends  of  the  Spaniards ^ 
•5cly  to  amuieand  exhauft  the  Nation  ;  they  at  length  thought 
:t  neceilary  to  lull  the  Impatience  of  the  People,  who  began 
to  discover  that  they  had  hitherto  been  harrals*d  with  Taxes 
and  Irapreiles  to  no  Purpofe,  by  the  Appearance  of  a  new 
Eibrt  for  the  Reduction  of  Spain  ;  and  to  divert,  by  the  Ex- 
pectations which  an  Army  and  Fleet  naturally  raife,  any 
Cismonrs  at  their  paft  Conduft. 

"'  For  this  End,  they  projedcd  an  Expedition  into  the 
5.  v.?  InJieSy  for  which  they  raifed  Forces  and  Tranfports 
*im  Preparation  enough  for  the  Conqueft  of  half  the  Con- 
linest  ;  not  fo  much  to  alarm  the  Spaniards y  which  I  con- 
ctnc  bwt  a  (econdary  View,  as  to  fill  the  People  of  Creat 
iintain  with  amufing  Pro(j3eds  of  great  Achievements,  of 
the  Addition  of  New  Dommions  to  this  Kiilgdom,  and  an 
ixple  Reparation  for  all  dieir  Damages. 

*  Thus  provided  with  Forces  fufficient  in  Appearance  for 
this  mighty  Enterprize,  diey  eml^arked  them  alter  many 
Delays,  and  difmiiled  them  to  their  Fate,  having  firft  dif- 
pofed  their  Regulations  in  fuch  a  Manner  that  it  was  im- 
TclIIble  they  (hould  meet  with  Succefs, 

'  I  can  call  your  Lord(hips  to  witnefs  that  this  Impoffi- 
tility.  was  not  Jifcovered  by  mf  after  the  Event,  for  I  fore- 


(    44    > 
An.  15.  Geo.  n.  told  in  this  Honfe  that  their  Deiigns  fo  conduced  mud  evl^ 
174'-         dcntly  mifcarry  ♦. 

~  J  ■  i  Nor  was  this  Prediftion,  my  Lords,  the  EfFedl  of  any 
jtmcommon  Penetration,  to  which  I  have  not  the  Vanity  to 
pretend  ;  for  it  was  fufficicntly  plain,  that  our  Forces  mnlt 
be  repiiifed,  to  any  Man  who  has  had  Opportunities  ofob- 
lerving  that  Knowledge  in  War  is  neceffary  to  Succefs,  and 
that  Experience  is  the  Foundation  of  Knowledge.  l 

'  The  Forces  fent  into  the  JVefi  Indies y  my  Lords,  w^rc 
newly  raifed,  placed  under  the  Dircdion  of  officers  not  lefcj 
Ignorant  than  themfelves,  and  commanded  by  one,  who 
however  laudably  he  might  have  difcharg'd  the  Duty  of 
a  Captain,  was-  wlioUy  unaccquair^ted  with  the  Province  of  a 
General. 

*  Yet  was  this  Man,  my  Lords,  preferred,  not  only  to  ai 
Multitude  of  other  Officers,  to  whom  Experience  muu  have 
been  fmall  Advantage  if  it  did  not  turnifh  them  with 
Knowledge  far  fuperior  to  his,  but  to  five  and  forty  Gene- 
rals, of  whom,  I  hope,  the  Nation  has  no  Reafon  to  fufpedl 
that  any  of  them  would  not  gladly  have  ferved  it  on  an 
Occafjon  of  fo  great  Importance,  and  willingly  have  con- 
duced an  Expedition  intended  to  retrieve  the  Honour  of 
Great  Britain^  the  Terror  of  our  Arms,  and  the  Security 
of  our  Commerce. 

*  When  raw  Troops,  with  young  Officers,  are  to  adl  under 
the  Command  of  a  General  as  unfkilful  as  themfelves,  what 
is  it  rcafonahle  to  expcdt,  but  what  has  happened,  Over- 
throw, Slaughter,  ancl  Ignominy  I  What  but  that  cheap 
Vidories  fhall  heighten  the  Ipfolence,  and  harden  the  Ob- 
ftinacy  of  our  Enemies,  and  that  we  fiull  not  only  be 
weakcn'd  by  our  Lofs,  but  difpirited  by  our  Difgrace  ;  by 
the  Difgrace  of  being  overthrown  by  thole  v.hcm  we  have 
defjjifed,  and  with  whom  nothing  but  our  own  Folly  could 
have  reduced  us  to  a  Level. 

'  The  other  Conjeftures  which  I  ventured  to  propofe  to 
your  Lordfhips,  with  regard  to  the  Qiiecn  oi  Hungary ^  was 
not  founded  on  Fafts  equally  evident  with  the  former,  tho' 
Experience  has  difcovered  tliat  it  was  equally  true.  It  was 
then  aflerted  bpth  by  other  Lords,  and  by  myfelf,  that 
Money  would  be  chofen  by  that  Princefs  as  an  Affiftance 
more  ufeful  than  Forces  ;  an  Opinion  which  the  Lords  who 
are  engaged  in  the  Adminiftration  vigoroufly  oppofed.  In 
coulequence  of  their  Determination,  Forces  were  hired,  for 
what  Purpofeit  is  now  proper  for  them  to  declare,  fince  none 
have  yet  known  tut  thcmielves. 

'  That 
*  See  his  Grace*!  Speech  on  the  Method  of  augmenting  the  Army,  in   | 
TiMBciiLAND*8  HfftoTy  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  Vol.  7.  p.  609^  and  alf# 
I^Mi  tfafl  Statt  of  tht'Natioa  ui  th«  Appeadix,  p,  Ixx* 


(    4J    ) 

^  That  at  tcaft  they  were  not  taken  into  oof  Pay  for  the  j^  ,j.  Geo.II. 
5emcc  for  which  they  were  required,  the  Succour  of  the  1741, 
Koufe  of  Auflriay  is  moft  evident,  unlefs  the  Name  of  Ar- 
rses  is  imagined  fiiffident  to  intimidate  the  French^  as  the 
Sr^iardj  sure  to  be  fubdaed  by  the  Sight  of  Fleets.  They 
Eever  marched  towards  her  Frontiers,  never  oppofed  her 
Fjicmies,  or  afforded  her  the  leaft  Afliftance,  but  flood  idle 
aad  onconcemcd  in  the  Territories  of  Hanover  ;  nor  was 
h  known  that  they  exifled  by  any  other  Proof,  than  that 
Rfliuttanccs  were  made  for  their  Pay. 

'  Such,  my  Lords^  was  the  Affiflance  asked  with  (b  much 
SotidtDde,  and  levied  with  fo  much  Expedition,  for  the 
(jLsen  of  Hungary ;  fuch  were  the  EiFefts  of  the  Zeal  of 
OCT  iUofb-ious  Minifters  for  the  Prefervation  of  that  auguft 
K03&,  to  whole  Alliance  we  are,  perhaps,  indebted  for  the 
Pidbvadon  of  our  Religion  and  our  Liberties,  and  to  which 
dl  Esmfe  mud  have  Recourfe  for  Shelter  from  the  Op«* 
prrSon  of  France. 

'  When  this  formidable  Body  of  Men  was  aflcmbled,  my 
Lwds,  and  reviewed,  they  were  perhaps  found  too  graceful 
zed  too  well  ibrted  to  be  expofed  to  the  Dangers  of  a  Bat- 
tle ;  and  the  fame  Tendemels  tliat  has  fb  long  prcferved  out 
c^n  Forces  from  any  other  Fire  than  tlie  Park,  might 
dcae  diem  from  the  Fatigues  of  accompanying  the  Huffars 
k  their  Incuriion^,  or  the  Auftrians  in  Balde. 

'  Whatever  was  the  Reafon,  my  Lords,  it  is  certain  that 
Aey  have  been  refcrved  for  other  Opportunities  of  figna- 
-zig  thar  Courage ;  and  tliey  llcpt  in  quiet,  and  fattened 
spon  the  Wealth  of  Great-Br'ttmny  while  the  Enemies  of 
c-r  tm^tiinate  Ally  over-ran  her  Territories  without  Op- 
rcfidon,  marched  through  them  uninterrupted,  and  rather 
took  Po4leflion  than  made  Conqucfts. 

*  That  in  this  Condition  of  her  Affairs,  the  Queen  would 
n:fcfe  an  Offer  of  12,000  Men  ;  that  when  (he  was  driven 
tcaa  one  Country  to  another,  witli  fcarcely  an  Army  fuf- 
iat  to  form  a  flying  Camp,  fhe  would  not  gladly  have  ac- 
ocpscd  a  Rrinforcement  fb  powerful ;  let  thofe  believe,  my 
Lods,  vho  have  yet  never  been  deceived  by  Minifleriiu 
Fsidk! 

The  Real  Defigns  of  the  Miniftry,  my  Lords,  are  fuffici- 
estly  obvious  ;  nor  is  any  Thinir  more  certain,  than  that 
^  had,  in  rrufing  this  mock  Affiflance  for  the  Queen  of 
//s^flj7,  no  other  Defign  than  that  of  raifmg  her  Expefta- 
03ns only  to  decdve  them,  and  to  divert  her  by  Confidence 
'  their  Preparadons,  from  having  Recourfe  to  more  effica- 
^mA  Expedients,  that  fhe  might  become^  without  Refi- 
Mce,  ibe  Slave  oiFramt. 


C   46   ) 

An.  15.  Geo.  11  t  Yqx  tills  Purpofc  they  determined  to  fuccour  her  with 
'^'^  .  Forces  rather  than  with  Money,  becaufe  many  Reafons 
might  be  pretended,  by  which  the  March  of  the  forces 
might  be  retarded,  but  the  Money  when  granted  muft  have 
been  more  fpeedily  remitted,  and  it  was  iikewife  ealy  to  de- 
tain the  Troops  in  another  Place, 

*  At  laft  the  Queen  weary  with  Delays,  and  undoubtedly 
fuiEciently  informed  of  thofe  Defigns,  which  though  now 
generally  difcovered  are  confidently  denied,  deiired  a  Sup- 
ply of  Money,  which  might  be  granted  without  leaving 
Hanover  expofed  to  an  InvSfion.  With  this  Demand,  which 
they  had  no  Pretence  to  deny,  they  have  yet  found  Expe- 
dients to  delay  their  Compliance  ;  for  it  does  -not  appear 
that  the  whole  Sum  granted  has  yet  been  paid,  and  it  would 
Well  become  thofe  noble  Lords,  whofe  Offices  give  them 
.an  Opportunity  of  obferving  the  Diftribution  of  the  publick 
Money,  to  jumfy  themfelves  from  the  Suipicions  of  the  Na- 
tion, by  declaring  publickly  what  has  been  remitted,  and 
what  yet  remains  to  be  difburfed  for  fome  other  Purpofe. 

'  Is  it  not  therefore  evident,  my  Lords,  that  by  promi- 
fing  Affiftance  to  this  unhappy  Princefs,  the  Miniltry  in- 
tended to  deceive  her  ?  That  when  they  flatter'd  her  with 
the  Approach  of  Auxiliary  Forces,  they  deCgn*d  only  to  fta- 
tion  them  where  they  might  garrifon  the  Frontiers  of  Hano- 
ver ?  And  that  when  they  forced  her  to  folicit  for  an  Aid 
of  Money,  they  delayed  the  Payment  of  the  Subfidy,  that 
it  might  not  be  received  till  it  could  produce  no  EfFed  ? 

'  This,  my  Lords,  is  not  only  evident  from  the  manifefl 
Abfiirdity  of  their  Conduct  upon  any  other  Suppofition,  but 
from  the  general  Scheme  which  has  always  been  purfued  by 
the  Man  whofe  Di(5latorial  Commands  regulate  the  Opinions 
of  all  thofe  that  conffitute  the  Miniftry  ;  and  of  whom  it  is 
well  known,  that  it  has  been  the  great  Pnrpofe  of  his  Life 
to  aggrandize  France^  by  af>plying  to  her  for  Afliilancc  in 
imaginary  Diftrefles  from  fiditious  Confederacies,  and  by  fa- 
crificing  to  her  in  Return  the  Houfe  of  Auflria  and  the 
Commerce  of  Great  Britain, 

*  How  then,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  aflerted  by  us,  that  tlie 
Honfe  of  Juflria  has  been  vigoroufly  fupported  >  How  can 
we  approve  Meafures  of  whkh  we  difcover  no  EfFcft  but 
the  Expencc  to  the  Nation  ?  A  double  Expence,  produced 
firft  by  raifing  Troops,  which  though  granted  for  the  Affi- 
ftance of  the  Auftrians,  have  been  made  Vk  of  only  for  die 
Proteiftion  oi  Hanover y  and  by  the  Grant  of  Money  in  die 
Place  of  thefe  Troops  which  were  thus  fallaciouHy  obtained 
and  thus  unprofitably  employed  !  ' 

'For 


(  47  ) 
For  what  Pnipofe  thefe  Forces  were  in  reality  railed  I  Aa, 
fLTpok  no  Man  can  be  Ignorant,  and  noMan  to  whom  it  is 
known  can  poflibly  approve  it.  How  dien^  my  Lords,  can  we 
ccauir  in  anAddiefs  by  which  the  People  inaft  be  perfuaded, 
tut  we  eicfaer  are  deceived  onrfelves,  or  endeavour  to  im« 
^fe  upon  them  ;  that  we  either  dare  not  condemn  any  Mea- 
vjKSy  however  delfamdive,  or  that  at  lead  we  are  in  hafte  to 
approve  ehem^  left  Inquiry  fhould  difcover  their  Tendency 
130  plainly  to  leave  as  the  Power  of  applauding  them,  with- 
out an  open  Declaration  of  our  own  Impotence,  or  Difre- 
grd  Ibr  the  Welfare  of  the  Pubiick. 

*  The  Complaints  of  the  People  are  already  clamorous, 
lad  dieir  I>iicontent  open  and  univerfal ;  and  fure  the 
Voice  of  the  People  ought  at  leaft  to  awaken  us  to  an  Exa- 
mication  of  their  Condition.  And'tho'  we  fliould  not  imme- 
iatdy  condemn  thoie  whom  thev  cenfure  as  the  Authors  of 
3£ir  Mi&ries,  we  ought  at  leaft  to  pay  (b  much  Regard  to 
^  AccQ&tion  of  the  whole  Community,  as  not  to  reje^  it 
vithoot  Inquiry,  or  as  a  Snfpicion  merely  chimerical. 

*  Whether  the(e  Complaints  and  Sufpidons,  my  Lords, 
Traceed  firom  real  Injuries  and  imminent  Dangers,  or  from 
^eAccoiationsandgroundlefs  Terrors,  they  equally  defepft 
v^  Attention  of  this  Houfe,  whofe  great  Care  is  the  Hap- 
fcicfs  of  the  People,  People  equally  worthy  of  your  Ten- 
^raefs  and  Regard,  wheuier  they  arebetrayed  by  one  Party 
^  another  ;  whether  they  are  plundered  by  the  Advocates 
of  die  Adminiftration,  under  Pretence  of  fupporting  the 
Government,  or  frighted  by  unreafonable  Clamours  by  the 
(Opponents  of  the  Court,  under  the  fpedous  Appearance 
'A  proticfiiig  Liberty.  The  People,  my  Lords,  are  in  ci- 
iSer  Cafe  equally  miferable,  and  deferve  equally  to  be  refcu- 
'J  firom  Diltrefs. 

*  By  what  Method,  my  Lords,  can  this  be  effe^led,  but 
-J  hoc  pubiick  Afliirance  from  this  Houle,  diat  the  Tranf- 
i^aas  of  the  Nation  (hall  no  longer  be  concealed  in  impe- 
tnr^le  Secrecy  ;  that  Meafures  (hall  be  no  longer  approved 
"ithoat  Examination  ;  that  pubiick  Evils  (hall  be  traced  to 
^iOT  Canies  ;  and  that  Difgrace  which  they  have  hitherto 
:roaght  upon  the  Pubiick,  (hall  fall,  for  the  future,  only 
i.pon  the  Authors  of  them  ? 

*  Of  giving  this  A(rurance,  and  of  quieting  by  it  the 
ChnxKirs  of  ^e  People ;  Clamours  which,  whether  juft  or 
set,  arc  too  fbrmidable  to  be  flighted,  and  too  loud  not  to 
3?  beani,  we  have  now  the  moft  proper  Opportunitv  before 
4*.  Tine  Addrefs  which  the  Praftice  of  our  Ancelfors  re- 
lives us  to  make  to  his  Majefty,  may  give  us  Occafion  of 
'sprgffing  at  once  our  Loyalty  to  the  Crown,  and  our  Fide- 
lity 
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>  15.  G«>;lI.Iity  to  our  Country 9  our  Zeal  for  the  llotionr  of  our  Sove 
'74'»        reign,  and  our  Regard  for  the  Happincfs  ofthe  People. 

'  *  For  this  Purpofe  it  is  neceilaiy  that,  as  we  preferve  tl] 
Prafticc  of  our  Anceftors  in  one  Kefped,  we  revive  it  in  a  no 
ther  ;  that  we  imitate  them  in  juft  Freedom  of  Langua^i 
whom  we  follow  in  the  decent  Forms  of  Ceremony  ;  am 
fhow,  that  tis  we  preferve,  like  them,  a  due  Senfe  of  tl| 
Regal  Dignity,  fo  like  them  we  know  likewife  how  to  pre 
lerve  our  own  ;  and  defplfe  Flattery  on  one  Side^  as  we  d« 
cline  Rudenefs  on  the  other.  J 

^  A  Pradtice,  my  Lords,  has  prevail 'd  of  late,  whic^ 
cannot  but  be  allowed  pernicious  to  the  Publick,  and  deroj;a«, 
tory  to  the  Honour  or  this  Houfe  ;  a  Practice  of  retainini 
in  our  Addrefs  the  Words  of  the  Speech,  and  of  following 
it  fervilely  from  Period  to  Period,  as  if  it  were  expeiScd  that 
we  fhould  always  adopt  the  Sentiments  ofthe  Court;  as  i^ 
we  were  not  fummon'd  to  adviie  but  to  approve,  and  to  ap<^ 
prove  without  Examination. 

*  By  fuch  Addrelles,  my  Lords,  all  Inquiries  may  b< 
eafily  precluded ;  for  the  Minifler,  by  whom  the  Speech  is 
compiled,  may  eafily  introduce  the  mcft  criminal  Tranfa^ti- 
ons  m  fuch  a  Manner,  as  that  they  may  obtain  the  Appro^ 
bation  of  this  Houic  :  This  he  may  plead  afterwards  at  our 
Bar,  when  he  (hall  be  called  before  it ;  and  either  involve  us 
In  the  Difgrace  of  Inconfiitency,  and  expofe  us  to  genera^ 
Contempt,  or  be  acquitted  by  our  former  Suffrages,  which 
it  woula  be  reproachful  to  retra^,  and  yet  criminal  to  con- 
£nn. 

.  *  It  is  not  neceflary,  my  Lords,  on  this  Occafion  to  ob- 
ferve,  what  all  Parties  have  long  fince  acknowMged  when 
it  did  not  promote  their  Intereft  to  deny  it,  that  every 
Speech  from  the  Throne  is  to  be  conlidercd  as  the  Work 
ofthe  Minifter,  becaufe  it  is  generally  written  by  him-;  or  if 
pompofcd  by  the  King  himfelf,  mud  be  drawn  up  in  purfu- 
ance  of  the  Information  and  Counfel  of  the  Mmiftry,  to 
whom  it  is  therefore  ultimately  to  be  referred,  and  may  con- 
iequently  be  examined  without  any  Failure  of  Refpedt  to  tHc 
Perfon  of  the  Prince. 

'  This  ought  however  to  be  obferved,  my  Lords^  that  it 
may  appear  more  plainly  how  certainly  the  Pradtice  may  be 
imputed  to  the  Artifices  of  the  Miniiters,  (inceicdoes  not  pro- 
mote the  Honour  of  the  Prince,  and  maniieftly  pbftruds  the 
Intereft  of  the  People  ;  fince  it  is  a  Pradice  irrational  in  it- 
felf,  becaufe  it  is  inconfiftent  with  the  great  Purpoie  of  this 
Houfe,  and  can  therefore  ferve  no  other  than  that  of  pro- 
curing Indemnity  to  the  Minifters,  by  placing  them  out  ol 
ihe  Kieach  of  fiuure  Animadverfion. 
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'  Let  aot,  my  Lords,   the  oninterropted  Continuance  of  An.  t^.  G^.  H 
•ha  Prj£dce  for  ibme  Reigns  be  pleaded  in  its  Defence  ;  for  "74* 

rotding  is  more  worthy  of  the  Dignity  of  this  lioufe^  than  ^  ""V*  *^ 
:.  prevent  the  Muhiplicatioa  of  dangerous  Precedents,  That 
.:  Ijiioin  manifcftiy  injurious  to  the  Publick  has  continued 
;:i=T,  is  the  ftrongelt  Keafon  for  breaking  it,  bccau(cit  ac- 
• 'iff 5  every  \car  new  Authority  and  greater  Veneration, 
.:  'vhen  a  Nation  is  alarnieJ  and  di{{ra<ited,  a  Cuftom  of 
••-cry  Years  is  not  to  b?  infringed,  it  may  in  twenty  Years 
TiTc  be  fb  firmly  eilabliHieJ,  that  many  may  think  it  ne- 
cAirj  to  be  fapportcd,  even  when  tliofe  Calamities  are 
:scoDt<^bIy  ftrlty  which  perhans  now  arc  only  fear'd. 

*  1  lliall  therefore,  my  Lorc»s,  propofe  that,  of  the  Ad- 
irl's  mov'd  for,  all  he  left  out  but  tiie  firft  Paragraph  t  It 
-K  then  be  more  coniiftent  with  the  Honour  6f  your  Lord- 
%s,  with  our  Regard  for  Ihe  People,  and  with  our  Dtity 
to  the  Crown  ;  and  to  this  I  hope  no  Lord  will  refiife  his 
Concunencc. 

Lord  Hardv>ick  ♦  rofenejct^  and  Ipokc  as  follows  * 
Mj  Lords  •  'L 

'  Upon  an  attentive  Coniideratio  n  of  the  Addrefs  now^'^  Hird«i«ti 
fropolcd,  I  am  not  able  to  difeover  any  Objeftions  which 
an  jofUy  hinder  the  unanimous  Conctirrerice  of  this  Houfe  ; 
ibcc  there  is  not  any  Propofltlon  contained  in  it  either  dan- 
RTxmsor  uncertain. 

'  The  Noble  Lords^  who  have  oppofed  this  Motion  with 
t:»  ntmdft  Vehemence,  arc  far  from  denying  what  is  afTerted 
:a  it ;  they  readily  grant  that  Defigns  arc  concerted  by 
23ny  formidable  Powers  a^inft  the  Houfe  of  Juflriay  and 
D2t  the  Conic<Juences  of  the  Ruin  of  that  Family  maft  ex- 
ttfud  to  the  utmoft  Parts  of  Europe  y  and  endanger  die  Li- 
ienics  of  ^reat^Bntain  itfelf  ;  that  the  Power  of  France 
»iil  then  be  without  a  Rival,  and  that  fhe  may  afterwards 
gratify  her  Ambition  without  Fear  arid  without  Danger. 

'  Nor  is  it,  my  Lords,  lefs  obvious  in  itfelfy  or  lefs  gc- 
rsnOj  allowed,  that  this  is  a  Time  which  demands  the 
Ewtl  active  Vigour,  the  moft  invariable  Unanimity,  and  the 
Bod  diligent  Difpatch  )  that  nothing  can  interrupt  the  Courle 
of  our  odmnion  Enemies  but  the  mofl  refolnte  Oppofition  ; 
vid  that  upon  otir  Condu<%  at  this  great  Conjun^re  may 
j^-obafaly  depend  th*  Happinefs  andLiberty  of  Ourfelvcs/ 
csr  Allies,  and  our  Poflerity*. 

'  All  this,  niy  Lords,  is  allowed  to  be  indifputably  true ; 

I  lai  dierefere  at  a  Lofi  to  conceive  what  can  be  the  Oc- 

Cdon  of  this  Debate.     As  the  Caufes   of  the  Calamities 

VoLi  VIII.  D  which 

^  Lord  I(i|h  ClttDocUor  of  GtatBritaia* 
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An.  15.  Ceo.n.  which   are  laid  to  threaten  us  arc  not  afligned  in  die  Ad- 
'74^      ,  drefs,  wc  fhall  leave  ourfelves  at  foil  Liberty  to  charge  tfiem 
iipon  thofe  who  fhall  appear,  from  future  Enquiries^  to  de- 
fcrve  fo  heavy  an  Acculation. 

*  If  the  Minif^ers  have  by  any  Inconftancy  in  their  Mea- 
fures,  or  Folly  in  their  ^s^egotiations,  given  an  Opportunity  j 
to  the  Enemies  o{  Europe  to  extend  their  Influence,  or  en- 
dangered cither  our  own  Interefl,  or  that  of  our  Allies  ;  if 
they  have  by  Oppreflion  or  Negligence  alienated  from  his 
Majefty  the  Affcilions  of  his  People,  or  the  Confidence  of 
his  Confederates,  nothing  that  is  contained  in  the  Addrefs 
now  before  us  can  be  produced  by  them  in  Juflification  of 
their  Conduct,  or  (ecure  them  from  Accufation,  Cenfure, 
and  Punifliment. 

*  If  the  War,  my  Lords,  hat  been  hitherto  carried  on 
with  clandeftine  Stipulations,  or  treacherous  Compads,  if  our 
Admirals  have  recdved  Orders  to  retire  from  the  Coaft  of 
Spain  J  only  to  give  our  Enemies  an  Opportunity  of  invading 
the  Dominions  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary y  or  have  without 
Directions  deferted  their  Stations,  and  abandoned  the  Pro- 
tection oi  our  Commerce  and  our  Colonies  ;  we  (hall,  not- 
withftandlng  the  Addrefs,  retain  in  our  Hands,  the  Privi- 
ledge  of  enquiring  into  their  Condudl,  and  the  Power,  if  it 
be  found  criminal,  of  infliding  fuch  Penalties  as  Juftice  ihall 
require. 

*  I  know  not  therefore,  my  Lord,  upon  what  Modves 
the  Debate  is  continued,  nor  what  ObjedHons  they  are  which 
hinder  our  Unanimity  at  a  lime  when  all  trifling  Contro- 
verfies  ought  to  be  rorgot,  and  all  nominal  Diftindions  laid 
afide  ;  at  a  Time  when  general  Danger  may  juftly  claim 
general  Attention,  and  we  ought  to  fufpena  our  particular 
Opinions,  and  the  Profecution  of  our  (eperate  Interefis,  and 
regard  only  the  Oppofidon  oi  France ^  the  Support  of  our 
Allies,  and  the  Prelcrvationr  of  our  Country. 

'  The  noble  Lords,  who  have  offered  their  Sendments  on 

,  this  Occaflon,  have  very  diffufcly  expatiated  on  the  Mileries 

that  hang  over  us  ;   and  have  with  uncommon  Acnteoefs 

traced  them  all  to  one  Source,  the  AVeaknefs  or  Difhonefty 

of  the  Bririjh  Miniftry.    . 

'  For  my  Part,  my  Lords,  though  perhaps,  I  believe  that 
many  Circumftances  of  the  prefent  Diflrefs  are  to  be  im- 
puted to  Accidents  which  could  not  be  fore&en  ;  and  that 
the  Conduct  of  the  Miniftry,  however  (braetimes  difappoin- 
ted  of  the  Effects  intended  by  it,  was  yet  prudent  and  fin- 
cere,  I  fliall  at  prcfent  forbear  to  engage  in  their  Defence  5 
becaufe  the  Dikuflion  of  a  Queftion  fb  complicated  muft  ne* 
cellarily  require  much  Time,  and  becaufe  I  think  it  not  Co 


tafefid  to  enquire  how  we  were  involved  in  our  prelent  Dif-  A*  i5«  **•.  ■• 
ficnldes,  as  by  what  Means  we  may  becxtricatecl  from  them.  .    ,r?!^i 

^  The  Meraod  by  which  every  State  is  enabled  to  exert 
didr  Sttctigth  with  Efficacy,  is  the  abolifliing  Soipidons  by 
whicb  the  People  may  be  incited  to  a  Diftnut  ot  their  So* 
vereign^  or  the  Sovereign  provoked  to  a  Di(regafd  of  his 
Feopfe.  'With  tlus  View,  my  Lords,  all  Adoreflei  ong^t 
to  be  drawn  up,  and  this  Gonfideratidh  will  be  Tnfficient  to 
reftrain  os  finom  any  Inhovations  at  a  Time  like  this. 

*  If  it  (hould  be  crant6l,  my  Lords,  that  the  ancient  Me- 
thod were  better  adapted  to  ue  general  luteftdoii  6f  Ad- 
drefles,  more  correfpbndent  to  me  Dignity  of  tiiis  Hoafi, 
and  hMe  to  fewer  Inconveniences  tlum  that  wluch  later 
Tlnies  have  introduced,  yet  it  will  not  follow  that  we  cap 
now  iafely  diahge  it. 

<  Nodiing  in  the  whole  Dd61riiie  of  Politics  is  Isett^. 
known,  th^  that  there  are  Times  when  die  Redrefs  of 
GiieviUices  inveterate  and  cuftomary  is  not  to  be  attempted ; 
Tidies  when  the  utmoft  Care  is  barely  fufiicient  to  avert 
extreme  Galamides,  and  prevent  a  total  Diflblntion  ;  and 
in  which  the  Gonfideration  of  lighter  £vils  muft  not  be  fuf- 
6icd  to  interrupt  more  important  Councels,  or  divert  thit 
Attention  which  the  Prefervadon  of  the  Sute  neceffiuily 
demands. 

'  Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  prefent  Time  ^en  by  the  Con- 
fiffion  of  thofe  who  have  oppofed  die  Motion  ;  and  of  whorii 
therefore  it  may  realbnably  be  demanded,  Why  they  wafie 
thefe  important  Hours,  in  Debates  upoti  Forms  and  Cere- 
monies / 

'  That  the  Danger  i^  preffihg,  and  diat  it  requires  Ex- 
pedition aiid  Unanimity,  diey  willingly  grant,  and  what 
ioarc  is  afferted  in  die  Addreis  ? 

'  That  any  Lord  fliould  be  niiwilling  to  concur  in  the 
cnftomary  EjLpreffions  of  Thankfulnefs  and  Duty  to  his  Ma- 
je%y  or  in  Acknowledgement  of  that  Regard  for  this  Houfe 
widi  which  he  alks  our  AfEItance  and  Advice,  I  am  ntf- 
vnBmg  to  (ufycA  s  nor  can  I  imagine  that  anv  Part  of  the 
OflpoSdon  to  itiis  Propofal  can  be  produced  by  Unwilling* 
neis  to  comp)^  with  his  Majefly's  Demands,  ami  to  oromue 
diat  Advic^'and  AfBAance,  which  it  is  our  Duty  both  to 
our  SovcTQgn,  our  Countiy,  and  otirfelves,  to  offer* 

'  That  thofe,  my  Lords,  who  have  es^refled  in  Terms  fo 
foil  of  Indignation  their  Re&tittoent  of  the  ima^nary  Ne- 
gfea  of  the  Queen  oi  Hungarft  Intereft,  have  declared  th6 
Honfe  oi  Juflria  the  only  Bulwark  of  Europe ;  and  expref- 
fed  dieir  Dread  of  die  Encroadiments  oi  France^  with  £mo* 
dons  which  noting  but  real  PaiEon  can  produce,  fliouId  te 
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Att.  15.  Geo.II.  uuwiUiiig  to  aflert  their  Refolution  of  adhering  to  the  Prag-^ 
'74"*        matic  SanSfian,  and  of  defending  the  Liberties  of  the  Em- 
^^         '  pire,  cannot  be  fuppofed  ! 

*  And  yet,  my  Lords,  what  other  Reafons  of  their  Con- 
duct can  be  afligned  either  by  his  Majefty,  or  the  People^ 
or  the  Allies  of  Great^Britain  ;  thofe  Allies  whofe  Claim 
they  fo  warmly  aflert,  and  whofe  Merits  they  fo  loudly  ex- 
tol ?  Will  it  not  be  imagin'd  in  foreign  Courts,  that  the 
Meafures  now  recommended  by  the  King  are  thought  in-* 
confiftent  with  the  Inteitft  of  the  Nation  ?  Will  it  not  be 
readily  believed,  that  we  propofe  to  lay  adde  thofe  Defigns 
of  which  we  can  not  be  periuaded  to  declare  our  Appro- 
bation ? 

'  What  will  be  the  Confequeftce  of  fuch  an  Opinion  art- 
fully propagated*  by  France,  and  confirmed  by  Appearances 
ib  likely  to  deceive,  may  eafily  be  forefeen.  The  French 
will  profecute  their  Schemes  a-frelh,  when  they  dread  no* 
longer  any  Interruption  from  the  only  Nation  able  to  refift 
them  ;  and  it  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  how  often  Confi-^ 
dence  by  exciting  Courage  produces  Succefs. 

*  Nor  indeed  can  the  Succefs  of  their  Endeavours  thus 
animated  be  eafily  doubted,  fince  the  fame  Appearances  that 
encourage  them  will  intimidate  their  Enemies.  Our  Allie» 
will  then  think  no  lofkger  of  a  Union  againfl  the  general 
Enemy  j  they  mufl  imagine  their  united  Force  infufficient^ 
find  the  only  Emulation  againfl  them  will  quickly  be,  whidm 
Ihall  fir0  offer  his  Liberty  to  Sale,  who  fhall  brfl  pay  his 
Court  to  the  Maflers  of  Europe,  and  merit  Mercy  by  a 
fpeedy  Submiflion. 

'  Thiis,  my  Lords,  will  the  Houfe  of  j4uflrla,  that  Houfe 
ib  ^thfid  to  Great'Britawy  and  fb  fleady  in  its  Oppofitioa 
to  the  Defigns  of  the  French  Ambition,  be  finally  limk  in 
irrecoverable  Rein  by  thofe  who  appear  t3  plcafe  themfelves 
with  Declamation » in  its  Praife,  and  Refolutions  for  i^  De-' 
fence ;  and  who  never  fpeak  of  the  French  without  Detefka- 
don. 

^  *  If  on  this  Occafion,  my  Lords,  we  (hould  give  any  Sus- 
picion of  unnfual  Difcontent,  what  cotdd  be  concluded,  but 
that  we  are  unwilling  any  longer  to  embarrafs  ourfelves 
with  remote  Confiderations,  to  load  this  Nation  with  Taxca 
for  the  Prefcrvation  of  the  Rights  of  our  Sovereign,  and  to 
Kazard  Armies  in  the  Defence  of  the  Continent  ?  What  can 
our  Allies  think,  but  that  we  are  at  prelcnt  weary  of  the 
cxpenfive  Honour  of  holding  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  our 
Hands,  are  content  to  refign  it  to  the  Arbiters  of  Europe, 
and  propofe  to  confiae  our  Care  henceforward  toourowa 
iounediate  Interefl. 

*  That 
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'  That  titts  is  the  real  Dcfign  of  any  of  thofe  noble-Lords  ^,  15.  Geo.  H. 
who  have  oppofed  the  Motion,  I  do  not  intend  to  infiauatc  j  17^ »•    ' 

ti/f  I  doubt  not  but  they  believe  tJie  general  Interelt  both  ^ 
cf  this  Nation  and  its  Allies,  molt  likely  to  be  promoted 
by  the  Method  of  Addrefs  which  they  recommended  ;  fince 
they  declare  that  they  do  not  think  our  Stale  defperate,  and 
ron/efs  the  Importance  of  the  AfJairs  on  which  we  arc  rcr 
qdred  by  his  i^Iajeily  to  deliberate,  to  be  fuch,  that  nothing 
oaghtto  rcprcfsour  Endeavours  but  ImpoflibilityofSuccefs. 

*  Soch  IS  the  Knowledge  and  Experience  of  thofe  noblp 
Lords,  that  the  Hopes  which  I  had  formed  of  feeing  the 
dcifa-Q^ve  Attempts  of  the  Ffrnc/j  once  more  defeated, 
icd  Power  rfftored  again  to  that  Equipoile  which  is  ne- 
tdlary  to  the  Continuance  of  Tranquility  and  Happinefs, 
fcjve  received  new  Strength  from  their  Concurrence,  and  I 
ihali  now  hear  with  lefs  Sollicitude  the  Threats  of  Frame. 

*  That  the  Frfiichy  my  Lords,  are  not  invincible,  the 
nobic  Duke  who  fpoke  laft  has  often  experienced,  nor  is 
there  any  Rfaibn  for  imagining  that  they  are  now  more  forr 
mtdible,  than  when  we  eijcountered  tliera  in  tlie  Fields  of 
Bl^keim  ajod  Rair.illies.  >tpthing  is  requifite  but  a  firm  U- 
aion  among  thofe  Princes,  who  are  immediately  in  Danger 
/rom  their  Encroachments,  to  reduce  them  to  withdraw  their 
forces,  and  quit,  for  the  Defence  of  their  own  Territories, 
their  Schemes  of  bellowing  Empires  and  dividing  Domir 
inoas. 

*  That  fuch  an  Unioi)  is  now  cultivated  we  have  been 
informed  by  his  Majefty,  whofc  Endeavours  will  probably 
be  fuccelsful,  however  diey  may  at  firft  be  thwarted  and 
obi'irufted  ;  bccaule  the  near  Approach  of  Danger  will  roufe 
ihoic  whom  Avaric^  has  ftupified  or  Negligence  intoxicated, 

'  When  therefore,  my  Lords,  we  are  engaged  in  Cpnful-r 
utions,  which  may  affed  the  Liberties  of  a  great  Part  of 
Mankind,  and  *by  which  ourPollerity  to  many  Ages  may 
be  made  happy  or  mlferable  \  when  the  daily  Progrefs  of 
oar  Enemies  ought  to  awaken  us  to  Vigilance  and  Expedi- 
titm,  and  there  are  y^tjuft  Hopes  that  Diligence  a|i4  Firm- 
ne{s  may  preierve  ns  £rom  Ruin,  let  us  not  waile  our  Time 
in  anneceiTary  Debates,  and  keep  the  Nations  of  Europe  in 
Sofpenfe  by  the  Difcudion  of  a  Qiieflion,  the  DeciCon  of 
vhich  may  be  delayed  for  Years,  without  any  manifeit  In- 
convenience. Let  us  not  embarrafs  his  Majefty  by  an  un* 
oibal  Form  of  Addrefs,  at  a  Time  when  he  is  negotiating 
Alliances  and  forming  Plans  for  the  Refcne  of  the  Empire. 

*  Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  remote  from  the  real  End 
^  Addrefles  than  a  Reprefentation  of  them  as  made  only  to 

he  3ifi&j(ler  ;  for  if  there  be  any  Commerce  between  a  Prince 

D  3  an<l 


(     S4    ) 

Aft.  s^  O^  H.  *°^  ^'  Sttbje^  in  which  he  is  the  inunediAte  Agoit^  if  Us 

1741.        perfonal  Dignity  be  interefted  in  anyvAd  of  Government^  I 

Km  ^"^  mi  think  it  i$  not  to  be  denied  that  in  receiving  the  Addrefles 

of  the  two  Houle9  he  aflumes  a  peculiar  and  diftind  Cha- 

raAer^  which  cannot  be  confounded  with  his  Counfel  or  Mi-* 

p.  iT  Aigyk.         To  this  the  Duke  of  ArgyU  repUcd  : 

•  Mjf  Lords  f 

*  If  there  was  now  an^  Conteft  amongft  us^  for  Superi- 
ority of  Regard  to  his  Majefty,  of  Zeal  for  his  Honour^  or 
Reverence  of  his  Perfon,  I  ihould  not  doubt  of  proving  that 
no  Lord  of  this  Houfe  can  boaft  of  more  Fidelity,  or  Refpeft 
than  my  (elf;  and  if  the  chief  Queftion  now  amongft  us  rc« 
lated  to  the  Terms  in  which  he  deferves  to  be  addrefled  by 
USy  I  fliould  be  unwilling  that  anv  Man  (hould  propple  Lap* 
guage  more  fulmiiiGve  than  myfeif. 

'  But  Addrefles,  however  they  may  for  prefent  Porpofes 
be  reprefented  regarding  the  Perfonal  Character  of  the  King, 
are  in  realiqr  nothing  more  than  Replies  to  a  Speech  coni- 
pofed  by  the  Minifter ;  whole  Meafures,  if  we  (hould  appear 
to  commend,  our  Panegyrick  may,  in  fome  future  Pro- 
ceedings, be  cited  againft  us.  Every  Addrefs  therefore  ought 
to  be  confidcred  as  a  pnblick  Record,  and  to  be  drawn  up 
fo  inform  Ae  Nation,  not  to  miflead  our  Soyereigti. 

^  The  AfUrefs  now  propofed  is  indeed  caually  indefei^- 
fiUe,  to  whomfoever  it  may  be  fuppofed  to  relate.  If  it  re« 
fpeds  the  People,  it  can  only  drive  them  to  Defpair ;  if  it 
be  confined  to  the  Sovereign,  our  Advice  not  our  Panegyrick 
is  now  required  ;  and  Europe  is  to  be  preferved  from  Ruin, 
not  by  our  Eloouence  but  our  Sincerity.  Refpcd  to  his 
Majefl^,  my  Lords,  will  be  beft  (hewn  by  preferving  his 
Influence  in  other  Nation s,  and  his  Authority  in  his  own 
Kingdom.  This  can  only  be  dooe  by  (hewing  him  how  the 
one  has  been  impair'd,  and  how  the  other  may  be  in  Time 
endangered. 

<  By  Addrefles  like  this  which  is  now  propoled,  my 
Lords,  has  his  Majefty  been  betrayed  into  an  inadvertent 
Approbation  of  Me^fures  pernicious  to  the  Nation,  and  dif- 
honourable  to  himfelf  ;  and  will  now  be  kept  ignorant  of  the 
defpicable  Condud  of  the  War,  the  treacherous  Connivance 
at  the  Defcent  of  the  Spamards  upon  the  Dominions  of  the 
C^ecn  of  Hungary^  and  the  Contempt  with  which  every 
Nation  of  the  0>ntinent  heard  of  the  Neutrality  lately  cpn- 
chided.  By  Addrefles  like  this,  my  Lords,  have  the  Rights 
of  the  Nation  been  (ilendy  given  np,  and  the  Invaders  oF 
-   Libertyi  and  Violators  ofour  Laws  preferved  from  Profecu- 

tion  r 


tion ;  hftadu  Addreflcshave  our  Monarch*  been  mined  at  j^^  i^.  cco.II.. 
OQC  Tiine  ,  and  our  Country  enflaved  at  another.  1 74^- 

Hij  Grace  was  anfwcr'd  by  Lord  Harrington  ♦  to  die  fol-  W-  Hwyingto. 

Afy  Lords, 

*Idiink  it  neceilary  t«  explain  that  Treaty  of  Neutra- 
kjf,  vhich  has  been  mentioned  by  (bme  Lords  as  an  Ad  to 
tbehft  Degree  (hamefiil ;  an  Ad  by  which  the  Nation  has 
bem  diflumouredy  and  die  genoral  Liberties  cSEurofe  have 
iKtn  betrayed  ;  a  Reprefenution  fo  difiant  ftom^  the  Truth 
^  it  can  only  be  imputed  to  Want  of  Information. 

'  This  Treaty  of  Neutrality,  my  Lords,  is  fo  &r  from 
Ung  ivprDachful  to  this  Nation,  that  it  has  no  Relation  to 
k,  boog  made  by  his  Majefiy  not  in  the  Charader  of  King 
<iGreet  Britain^  but  Elector  oi Hanover  ;  nor  is  any  Thing 
M>ted  by  it  but  the  Security  of  the  Dominions  of  Hanoiocr 
mo  the  InvaCon  of  the  French  for  a  fingle  Year.  , 

'  \^hat  Part  of  this  Tranfadion,  my  Lords,  can  be  fup- 
poied  to  &U  under  the  Cogni&nce  of  this  Houfe  \  Or  with 
**at  Pn^ricty  can  it  be  mentioned  in  our  Debates,  or  pro* 
^cean  Argument  on  either  Side  >  That  the  Dominions 
^Qrtoi  Britain  and  Haniver  are  diftind  and  independent 
<n  each  other,  has  been  often  aflerted,  and  aflerted  with 
Troth ;  and  I  hope  thofe  who  fo  fbidioufly  (eperate  their  In- 
^  on  all  odier  Occafions,  will  not  now  unite  them  only  ta 
ftte  on  die  Condna  of  his  Majefty. 

'  I  do  not  indeed  charge  any  Lord  with  a  DeCgn  lb  ma- 
^untandunjnfl,  having  already  aflerted  it  as  my  Opinion, 
^  thefe  Reproaches  were  produced  only  by  Ignorance 
«f  4e  true  State  of  the  AflTair,  but  cannot  with  equd  Rcadi^ 
Kb  allow  that  Ignorance  to  be  wholly  blamelefs.. 

'  It  is  neceilary,  my  Lords,  in  common  Life,  to  every 
Mas  vho  would  avoid  Contempt  and  Ridicule,  to  refrain 
W  fpeaking,  at  leaft  from  fpeaking  with  Confidence,  on 
meds  with  which  he  has  not  made  himfclf  fufBciently  ac<^ 
^ainttd.  This  Caution,  my  Lords,  is  more  neceilary  when 
fal^fcocrfe  tends  to  the  Accnfation  or  Reproach  of  another, 
pccfflfe  he  can  then  only  efcape  Cotxtcmpt  hlmfelf  by  bring- 
^h,  perhaps  uninftly,  on  him  whom  ne  condemns.  It  i& 
^  aeofflary  ftili  to  him  who  (peaks  in  the  pub|}<;k  Coun- 
^  of  the  Nation,  and  who  may  by  61fe  Refle^Hons  injure- 
!^paNick  Intmft,  and  is  yet  mor^  indifpenfably  required 
4  Q&e  who  affnmes  the  IVoviace  of  esuuoiiiii^g  the  Conduft 
fifhiiSovereigo. 

The 

^  (W  if  AeMadpft}  Secfetaries  of  Stite  :  Hit  UriAip  atteaded 
^  Kiti  aftmdywJkn  tb«  fiiid  Keutmlit;  wa»  concluded. 


(    56    ) 
f ».  ?5.  Oeo.  II.      Th^j  £gri  Qf  //      ..  (•    j^^  ^^^^  . 

*  It  appears  that  all  thofe  who  have  fpck en  on  cithf  r  ?icf^ 
^rJ   of  Hay.    P^  ^^  prefeiit  Queftion,  however  they  may  generally  diflcf 

in  their  Opinions,  agree  at  lealt  in  one  Airi?rtion,  thai  the 
Time  which  is  fpept  in  tiiis  Debate  niight  be  far  more  ufcfr.l- 
ly  employed,  and  tliat  we  in  lb  me  Degree  defer  t  the  gicat 
Caufe  of  Liberty  by  giving  way  to  tritiine  Altercations. 

*  This  indeecl  is  ?n  Argument  of  equal  Fqrce  for  aConccf- 
fion  of  either  Side  ;  but  as  in  Aft'airs  of  fuch  Importance,  no 
Man  ought  toad  in  a  Mannercontrary  to  the  Convictions  of 
his  own  Reafon,  if  cannot  be  cxpedted  that  we  fliould  be  un- 
animous in  our  Opinion,  or  that  tlie  Difpute  (hould  be  deter- 
mined othcrwife  than  by  Vote. 

'  I  have  indeed  heard  no  Arguments  aeainft  the  Motion 
which  require  longConfideration  ;  for  little  of  what  has  been 
urged  has,  in  my  Opinion,  any  Connection  with  the  Queftion 
before  us,  which  is  not,  whet}ier  die  Miniilers  have  purfued 
pr  neglcdlcd  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation,  whether  the  War 
has  been  well  or  ijl  condu(Sted,  or  our  Negotiations  managt»l 
witli  Dexterity,  but  whetlier  we  fhall  offer  to  his  Majelty 
the  Addrefs  propofed. 

'  In  this  Addrefs,  my  Lords,  ithas  never  yet  been  proved 
tliat  any  Aifertions  are  contained  cither  falfe,  or  uncertain  in 
themfelves,  or  contrary  to  the  Dignity  of  this  Houfe  ;  that 
any  Adl  of  Cowardice  or  Treachery,  any  Crime,  or  any 
Error  will  be  fcreened  by  it  from  Diicovery  or  from  Punifti-; 
mcnt. 

*  That  this,  my  Lords,  may  appear  more  plainly,  I  move 
that  the  Motion  may  be  read  ;  nor  do  1  doubt  but  that  thq 
Queftion  will,  by  a  clofer  Examination,  be  fpeedily  decided. 

Hereupon  the  Motion  being  again  read,  in  order  to  put 
the  Queftion,  the  Lord  Bathurji  Ipoketo  the  following  ESt£!t  : 
LonI  Jfetlmift.  My  Lordfy 

*  I  know  not  why  the  noble  Lord  fhould  expedl  that,  by 
reading  the  Motion,  we  (hall  come  at  a  more  fpeedy  De- 
termination of  the  Queftion  ;  for  if  the  repeated  Conlidera- 
tion  of  it  operates  upon  the  Minds  of  thole  Lords  that  have 
pppofed  it,  in  the  fame  manner  as  upon  mine,  it  will  only 
confirm  their  Opinion,  and  ftrengthen  their  Rcfolution. 

*  Wc  arc  required,  tny  Lords,  to  join  in  an  Addrefs  of 
Thanks  to  his  Majefty  for  his  Endeavours  to  maintain  the 
Balance  of  Power  ;  in  an  Addrefs  that  implies  a  FalihoocJ 
open  and  indiiputable,  and  which  will  therefore  only  make 
us  contemptible  to  ouf  Fellow-Subjedts,  our  Allies,  and  our 
demies. 

.  1  .What 
f  Lord  Jnilke  Ccnerali  and  Cktk«Rcgltoof  Scotlaad* 


I     57    ) 
'  Whatisme^nt,  myLords,  by  theBallance  ofPower^  but  An.  V5.  Cto^H 

'jh  1  Diftribiition  of  Dominion  as  may  keep  the  Sovereign  'y» 
!  Tfr3  in  matual  Dread  of  each  other,  and  by  Confequence 
f:f.er\e  Peace;  fuch  an  Equality  of  Strength  between  one 
frjice,  or  one  Confederacy,  and  another,  that  the  Hazard 
-MVar  (hall  be  nearly  *equal  on  each  Side  ?  But  which  of 
irLordfliips   will  aihrm  that  this  is  pow  the  State  of 

-  :<?/ 
'  It  is  evident,  my  Lords^  that  the  French  are  for  fiom 

^biog  that  there  is  now  any  Power  which  can  be  put  in 
^luiiance  againil  their  own  ;  and  therefore  diflribute  King* 
c:^  by  Caprice,   and    exalt  Emperors  upon    their  owi^ 

'  It  is  evident  that  the  Condfiuance  pf  the  Ballance  of 
i^<nn^  Is  aot  now  to  be  perceived  by  its  natural  Confequences, 
Iracqulljty  and  Liberty  ;  the  whole  Continent  is  now  iii 
tcahdion,  kid  waile  oy  the  Ravage  of  Armies,  fubjed  to 
:t;  Sovereign  to  Day,  and  to  Morrow  to  another  ;  there  is 
'-rttivany  Place  where  the  Calamities  of  War  arc  not  felt 
sra/ictcd,  and  where  Property  by  Confequeuce  is  not  un* 
trjui:,  and  Life  itlejf  in  continual  Dancer. 

*  One  happy  Corner  of  die  World  indeed  is  to  be  found, 
^  Lords,  kcured  fro|n  Rapine  and  MafTacre  for  one  Year 

-  leaft,  by  a  well-timed  Neutrality,  of  which,  on  what 
Tfrnw  it  was  obtained,  I  would  gladly  hear  ;  and  whether 
*  '-as  purchafed  at  the  Expence  of  the  Honour  of  Great 
'''^*AT,  though  the  Advantages  of  it  are  confined  to  Ha" 

'  But  as  I  am  not  of  Opinion,  my  Lords,  that  the  Ba- 
-^  of  Power  is  pre(erved  by  the  Security  oi  Hanover ;  or 
' -^t  diofc  Territories,  however  important,  will  be  able  to 
"^^  Forces  equivalent  to  the  Power  of  France  \  I  cannot 
^Tw  to  promife,  in  an  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe,  to  affift  his 

iijcfly  in  maintaining  the  Ballance  of  Power,  though   I 

illchearfuUy  give  my  Concurrence  in  every  juft  and  vi- 
i'^is  Effiort  to   reftore  it. 

^  Bet  as  it  may  be  urged  that  any  direct  Exprefllons  of 
^Wtent  may  be  too  wide  a  Deviation  from  the  common 
fcnas,  which  for  a  long  Time  have  admitted  nothing  but 
^^oery,  I  (hall  only  venture  to  propofe  that  we  may  at 
^contrtd  oar  Addrefs;  thatif  wedo  not  in  plain  t^anguage 
<feckre  all  our  Sentiments,  we  may  however  affirm  nothing 
^^¥t  do  not  think;' and  I  am  confident  that  all  the  Praifes 
K^id3  can  be  juftly  beftowed  on  the  late  Meafures^  may  be 
c^nprifed  in  a  very  few  Words. 

\  It  has  been  uubuatedi  that  this  Change  of  our  Stile  may 

per* 


(    J8    ) 

'JLms  25.  Oeo.xrperliaM  fnrpiife  his  Majefty,  and  laife  in  him  fomeSafpiciot 

'I^'j_     t  of  Dilcontent  and  Dilapprobation  ;  that  it  may  incline  him  ^ 

l_iii-,j— 11  J  ijclicvc  his  M^nres^  dther  not  andeHtood  by  us  or  not  at 

plauded,  and  divert  him  from  his  prefent  Sdiemes  by  tb 

NeceiEty  of  an  Enquiry  into  the  Reafbns  of  ourDiflike. 

^  And  for  -what  other  Purpofe^  my  Lords^  fhould  fuch 
Change  of  oar  Stile  be  propoied  ?  "Why  (hould  we  deny  0 
this  Occafion  the  Compliments  which  nave  been  of  late  ( 
proinfely  beftowed,  but  to  fhew  that  we  think  the  Time  to 
dangerous  for  Flattery,  and  the  Meafiires  now  porfued  (uc 
as  none  but  the  moft  Abjed  can  commend  ? 

^  I  (hoold  hope  that  it  it  be  asked  by  his  Majeft^,  to  wh: 
Caufe  it  is  to  be  imputed,  that  the  Addrefs  of  this  Hoafe  J 
46  much  contraded,  there  would  be  found  fome  amongd  u 
honeft  enough  to  anfwer,  that  all  which  can  be  faid  wit 
Troth  is  contained  in  it,  and  that  Flattery  and  Fallhood  wet 
not  confident  with  the  Dignity  ef  the  Peers  of  Great  Britak 

^  I  hope,  my  Lords,  fome  one  amougft  us  will  cxplaij 
to  his  Majdhr  the  Decency  as  well  as  the  Integrity  ot  od 
Condudlf  and  inform  him  that  we  have  hinted  ourDifcontei^ 
in  the  moft  refpe^lfol  Manner ;  and,  where  there  was  fufficieri 
Room  for  the  loudeft  Cenfure,  have  latisfied  oarfolveswit 
modeft  Silence,  with  a  mere  Negation  of  Applaufo. 

'  Should  we,  my  Lords,  in  Oppofidon  to  the  Complaint 
*  of  our  Country-men,  to  the  Reprefontadons  of  our  Allies 

and  all  tlie  Conviction  which  our  Reafon  can  admit,  conn 
nue  to  ad  this  Farce  of  Approbadon,  what  can  his  Majeft] 
conceive,  but  that  thofe  Meafnres  which  we  ftpplaud,  oogh 
to  be  profecnted  as  the  moft  effedual  and  (afe  ?  And  wfaa 
Conlequence  but  total  Ruin  can  arife  from  the  Profecutioi 
of  Meafuresy  by  which  wc  are  already  reduced,  to  Penury  an< 
Contempt  i 

Jm\  of  Choi- .      His  Lordlhip  was  anfwered  by  the  Earl  aSChobmmd^ffy, 
mondeley.  My  Lords^ 

'  It  is  never  without  Concern  that  I  hear  any  Sulpicioi 
infinuated  of  Injnftice  or  Impropriety  in  his  Majefty's  Mea 
fures,  of  whofe  Wildom  andGoodneTsI  have  fomuchKnowj 
ledge,  as  to  affirm  with  the  utmoft  Confidence,  that  he  i\ 
better  acquainted  than  any  Lord  in  this  Houfe  with  the  pre« 
(ent  State  of  Europe  ;  fo  ^at  he  is  more  able  to  judge  bj 
what  Methods  Tranquility  may  be  re-eftabli(h'd  ;  and  thai 
he  purflies  the  beft  Methods  with  the  moft  incdlant  Ditli 
gence  and  Applicadon. 

<  That  the  jufteft  Inten^ons  may  be  fomedmes  defeated] 

and  the  wifeft  Endeavours  fail  ot  Succef»^  I  fhall  readily/ 

i  grant  j 


(    59    ) 
(!sjit;(xititwiUnol  fellow  tiiatwe  ought  not  to  acknow- ^       Geo.lI. 
£%  that  WUdom  and  Integrinr  which  is  exerted  in  the     '  / ^^,. 
rToleciitioa  of  our  Intereft,  or  doat  we  on^t  not  be  gratefol 
fa?  die  Benefits  which  were  ilnccrely  intended  though  not 
ac^zUf  received. 

'  The  Wifiidai  of  his  Majeft/s  Connfels,  my  Lords,  is 
vx  iDfidendy  admired,  becaufe  the  Difficulties  which 
telas  to  encounter  are  not  known,  or  not  oblerved.  Upon 
ii  Xajefty^  my  Lords,  lies  the  Talk  of  teadung th^  Powers 
f  ibe  Contioent,  to  prefer  their  real  to  their  {ecmiag  In* 
"rrsl,  and  feo  difregard  for  theftke  of  diftant  Happinefs,  im- 
Sfliate  Acqnifitions  or  Advantages.  His  Majefly  is  en* 
fiCToaiing  to  unite,  in  the  Support  of  the  Pragmatick  Sanc- 
K3,  thole  Powers  whole  Dominioas  will  be  enlarged  by  the 
violation  of  it,  and  whom  France  bribes  to  her  Intereft  with 
tx^akof  Jtujlna;  and  who  can  wonder  that  Succefs  is 
:^  ea^  in  Attempts  like  this  ? 

*  in  4di  Meafnrcs  we  ought  donbtlefs  to  endeavour  to 
'.TiBaiehis  Majefiy,  by  an  Addrefs  at  lead  not  lefsexpreffive 
cf  Duty  and  Itapeft  than  thofe  which  he  has  been  accuflo* 
oad  2D  leodve,  and  therefore  I  (hall  concur  with  the  noble 
usds  who  made  and  fiipported  the  Motion. 

Then  tbe  Qpeffion  bcinff  pnt  for  agreeing  to  the  Addrefs  as 
7^s*d  by  the  Earl  of  mmon,  it  paSed  in  the  Affirmative : 
^jsieat  88.  Mot  Content  43. 

Dfc.  <,  The  Honie  of  Lords  waited  on  the  King  with 
^js  Aaisdk  of  Thanks  as  fellows  \ 

Mafi  Gracious  Sovereign y 

W£  your  Majefly's  mod  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjcdls, 
the  Lords  Spiritual  Hnd  Temporal  in  Parliament  af- 
'  iezdMy  be^  Leave  to  retnm  your  Majefty  our  humble 
'  Tlanks  for  vour  rood  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  ; 

szd,  at  the  ume  Time,  to  prefent  unto  your  Majcfty  our 

Sscere  aid  joyful  Congratulations  on  your  fafe  and  happy 

Rfnnn  into  diis  Kingdom. 

^  The  inft  and  nec^flary  War  in  which  your  Majefiy  19 
'  •^ifigcd^ainft  the  Crown  of  ^^/{/ir,  is  oMu^  high  Im- 
'  ponaace  to  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  your  Subjedsj^ 
'  cd  to  the  IVel&re  of  yoor  Kingdom,  that  it  is  with  the 
'  aiaoft  Thankfiilnefs  we  obferv;  the  great  Concern  which 

n)cr  Maicify  hat  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  fer  carrying  it 
'  's  ;  which  we  hope,  by  the  Divine  Bleffings  upon  your 

'bjefiy  V  Anns  will  be  attended  inth  Succ^  equal  to 

•741  *  the 


(    6e    ) 
.  If.  Gfo.  I|.  *  the  Jufti<:«  of  your  Caufe,  and  the  ardent  Wi(hes  of  you' 
^741.         '  People. 

'  Your  Majefty  has  fo  truly  reprefented  the  impending 
Dangers  to  }Nhich  Europe  is  es^pofed,  in  the  prcfent  critical 
ConjunAure,  as  muft  awaken,  in  every  one,  an  Attention 

*  fuitable  tp  the  Occafion  ;  And  we  cannot  but  be  fully  fen- 
'  fible  of  the  evil  Confequences  ariflng  from  the  Dcfigns  and 
^  Enterprizcs,  formed  and  carrying  pn  for  theSubvcrfion  or 

*  RedudHon  of  the  Houfe  of  MJlricy  which  threaten  fucn 
^  apparent  Mifchiefs  to  the  Common  Caufe. 

*  In  this  Situation  it  becomes  us,  wi^  Hearts  full  of  Cra- 
'  titude  to  youc  Majefty,  to  acknowledge  your  Royal  Good- 

*  nefs  in  expreffing  fo  earned  a  Defire  to  receive,  and  fo  high 

*  a  Regard  for,    the  Advice  of  your  Parliament  :  Your  Ma* 

*  jefty,  fecure  of  the  Loyalty  and  Affcdions  of  your  Peo- 

*  pie,  may  rely  upoji  ^hat,  with  the  beft  grounded  Confi- 

*  dence  ;  and  we  beg  Ltfave  to  aflure  your  Majefty,  that 
^  we  will  not  fail  tp  take  the  important  Points,  which  you 
^  have  been  pleafed  to  mention  to  us,  into  our  moll  ierious 
'  Conlideration ;  and,  jn  the  moft  dutiful  Manner,  to  ofror 
^  to  your  Majefty  fuch  Advice  as  fliall  appear  to  us  to  be 

*  moft  conducive  to  the  Honour  and  true  lutcrcft  of  your 
^  Crown  and  Kingdoms. 

*  We  have  a  due  Seqfe  how  much  the  pre(eni  Pofture  of 
'  Affairs  calls  upon  us,  for  that  Unanimity,  Vigour,  and 
'  Difpatch,  which  your  Majefty  has  fo  wifely  recommended 
^  to  us  ;  and  we  do  moft  unfeignedly  give  your  Majefty  die 

*  ftrongeft  Affu ranees,  that  we  will  yigoroully  and  heartily 

*  concur  in  all  jnft  and  neceflfary  Meafures  for  the  Defence 
^  and  Support  of  your  Majefty,  the  Maintenance  of  the 
'  Balance   and  Liberties  of  Europe,  and  the  Aflilbnce   of 

*  our  Allies, 
,    *  As  Duty  and  Affedlion  to  your  Majefty  are,  ii^  us,  fixed 

/  and  unalterable  Principles,  fo  we  feel  the  Impreffions  of 
^  them,  at  this  Time,  (o  ftrong  and  lively  in  our  Breafts, 
'  that  we  cannot   omit  to  lay  hold  on  this  Opportunity  of 

*  approaching  your  Royal  Prelence,  to  renew  the  moft  lin- 

*  cere  Profcflions  of  our  conftant  and  inviolable  Fidelity  j 
'  And  we  do  with  a  Zeal  and  Firmnefs,  never  to  be  (haken, 
'  promife  your  Majefty,  that  we  will,  at  the  Hazard  of  all 

*  tliat  is  dear  to  us,  exert  ourfelvcs  for  the  Defence  and 

*  Prefervation  of  your  facred  Perfon  and  Government,  and 
'  the  Maintenance  of  the  Protcftant  Succeffion  in  your  Royal 

*  Houfe,  on  which  the  Continuance  of  the  Proteftant  Reli- 
^  gion,  and  the  Liberties  of  Great  Britain,  doth,  under 
^  God,  depenO.' 

To 


(    6i    ) 

To  tfie  fbregomg  Addrefs  his  Majefiy  retuiliM  tbe  foU  Aiuij.  tknJiL 
lowing  Anfwer :  '74«« 

AIj  Lords, 
"  X  Heartily  Aank    you  for  this  very  loyal  and  dutiful  Hi«  MMjeBj'm 
'*  X  Addrefs.     The   Zeal,  which   you  have  declared    for  Aa^er^ 
**  my  I>cfence  and  Support,  and  for  the  Maintenance  of  the 
"  Liberties  of  Europe,  and  the  Afliftance  of  our  Allies,  gives 
•'  me  great  Satisfaction.     You  may  depend  upon  my  con- 
•*  ilant  Regard  to  the   Advice  of  my  Parliament,  and  my 
"  fleody  Adherence  to  die  true  Intereft  of  my  Grown  and 
'*  Kingdoms.  " 

Dec.  9.  The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that 
he  had,  purfuant  to  their  Lord  (hips  DireAions  laft  Scffion  of 
Fariiamcnt,  tranfinitted  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  to  Vice- 
Adnursd  VcrttTtt,  for  his  gallant  and  (uccefsful  Conduct  in 
the  Weft' Indies,  and  that  he  had  received  a  Letter  from  die 
ikid  Admiral,  which  was  an  Anfwer  to  their  Lordihips 
Tbankj,  aad  the  fame  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  as  follows  ; 


My  Lord 

SO  ^eat  an  Honour  done  to  my  Endeavours  to  ferve  his  Adminl  T«^ 
Majefly  to  the  heft  of  my  Abilities;  by  being  thought  de-  J2^**xJj*^JJ[ 
f<rving  ffthe  Thanks  of  fo  noble  and  auguft  an  Afembly,  as  ^j^  j^  U^ 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  could  not  but  fill  my  Mind  with  the  fin"  turn  '  for  ifttf 
cerefi  Jcy  of  being  deemed  worthy  offo  high  an  Honour  as  to  ThAnfa  «f  tl* 
ht  recommended  toPofterity  by  their  Lordjhips,  for  having  ^^^'^ 
diUgentfy  and  refolutdy  ferved  his  Majefly  and  tny  Country^ 

I  hope  the  grateful  Senfe  of  this  Honour  will  ever  fiy;  fo 
deep  an  Imprejfion  on  my  Mind,  as  en  all  future  Occafions  to 
enimate  me  to  preferve  their  Lordjhips  good  Opinion,  and  ma-* 
Mjfefi  ny  Inclination  to  exprefs  my  grateful  Senfe  of  it,  by 
csKtinuing  to  exert  the  utmoft  of  my  poor  Abilities,  in  a  dili- 
gent a3  faithful  Difcharge  of  my  Duty  to  his  Majejly  and 
Bf  Country  4 

I  am,  My  Lord, 

YourLordfhip's  moft  Obcdieitt 

and  mod  humble  Servant^ 
E,  VERNON^ 

Dec.  16.     The  Lords  ordered  an  exad  Lift  of  the  Navy,  ^^^  ^^ji 
and  where  the  Ships  in  Commifllon  arc  ftationcd,  alfo  a  Lift  ^^  ,*^ 
•f  dte  Land  forces^  where  quartered  ;  and  another  of  the         ' 

Oiicers 
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An.  kj;.  6eo.lI.  Officers,  ( If  ahy  )  now  at  Minorca  and  Giiraltar,  and  n 

i74>-        are  abfent. 
\^im^mm  ,,i      Ordered  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  do  write  Letters  to 

the  Lords  to  attend  on  die  2Qth  oi  January. 
Alio  €•  te  of     '^^^' 58.  The  Lords  ordered  Copies  of  all  Letters  to  R^ 
Letters  and  Ac  admiral  HaJdocky  (ince  the  24th  of  Juney  1741,  for  ca 
counts   relating  niitting  Hoitilities  againfl  Spain  ;  alfo  Copies  of  all  On) 
to  the  War  I      to  Sir  Johri  Norris  in    lyAoand  174I  ;  Copies  of  all  J^ 
counts  tranfmitted  by  Aomiral  Vernon  or  General  H^i 
worthy    relating  to  any  Attempts  on  Carthagena^  and  ' 
Operations  of  the  Sea  and  Land-Forces^  with  the  Re^ 
of  the  feveral  Councils  of  War.  I 

Likcwife  cf  Ships  Their  Lordfhips  alfb  ordered  a  Lift  to  be  laid  before  t| 
built  or  pur-  Houfe,  of  Ships  bnilt  in  private  Yards  fincc  the  10th  i 
chas'd  ,•  jufy  ly^p^  likewiffc  a  Lift  of  Ships  purchafed  by  the  G< 

vernment  fince  that  Time, 

Dec.  22.  The  Lords  ordered  a  Lift  to  be  laid  befoi 
And  of  Cniizen.  them  of  Ships  employed,  fince  the  prefent  War,  at  Gnuzei 
to  protcdl  the  Trade  of  our  Merchants. 

The  fame  Day  a  Motion  bein^  made,  '  That  an  hnmbl 

Addrefs  *  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be  gra 

cloudy  pleafed  to  give  Directions,  that  there  be  laid  befol 

Add)r  /  'c^"  ^^  Houfe,  Copies  of  all  Memorials,  Reprefenutions^  I>c 

pies'of  Mcm^I  clarations,  and  Letters,  which  have  been  (erit  either  to  hi 

mls,Lettcn  Ax.  Majefty  or  his  Minifters,  by  the  Queen  of  Hungary  or   ht 

to  and  from'the  Minifters,  or  by  his  Maicfty  of-  his  Minifters,  to  the  Qiiee 

.  Q;^  of  Hungary,  of  Hungary  or  her  Minifters,  with  tlie  refpcdive  Anfwers  t 

fuch  Memorials,  Reprefentations,  Declarations  and  Letters 

And  of  all  Letters  wrote  by  either  of  his  Maje(^'s  Princ 

pal  Secretaries  of  State,  or  any  other  of  his  Majefty *s  M: 

niftcrs,  to  his  Majefty's  Minifter  refiding  at  the  Court  of  tV 

Queen  of  Hungary y  or  by  the  faid  Minifter  to  dther  of  h 

Majefty*s  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  or  any  other  of  h 

Majefty's  Minifters,  relating  to  the  State  of  the  War  in  tl 

Empire,  and  the  Support  and  Interefts  of  the  Houfe  of  ^; 

ftria,  -(ince  the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor.'    The  fame  wj 

objeded  to  :  And  a  Queftion  being  ftated  thereupon,  it  w: 

propofed  after  the  Word  [^Declarations]  in  riie  former  Pa 

of  the  Queftion,    to  leave  out  thcfe  Words  [  and  Letters 

which  being  obje^ed  to :  After  Debate,  the*  Queftion    w: 

put,  whether  thofe  Words  ftiould  ftand  Part  of  the  Qui 

ftion  ?  It  was  refblved  in  the  Negative. 

And  it  being  propofed  to  infert,  after  the  Word  \J\fin 
ftcrs]  mentlon^i  in  the  4th  Place  [and  of  all  Letters  xvhii 

ha\ 

*  Sec  sn  Account  of  the  like  Motion  tn  the  Hoolc  of  Covmona^ 
CaAMPLKa^tHiftory,  Vol.  XIII.  p.  6x. 


(    <3    ) 

^m  iteifini  to  bit  Majtfyi's  Mimflers  fy  tie  Mimftwrt  ^Atu  iS-^Gc^i  XL 
thQMfeBofBangtaj,  or  (jf  bis  MajeJIfs  Miiufters  to  tht         «74«« 
l»hifitrs  of  tht  Queen  ^Hongtiy.)    The  fame  was  ol>-  c-'^v""  "^ 
jQ&ed  to* 

Tbcn  it  was  propofed  to  leave  oat  thefe  Words  (  mtd  of 
ali  Letters  wrote  fy  either  of  bis  Majeft/s  Principal  Secre- 
tiries  ofStatCf  or  an;  other  <f  his  majefifs  Mtai/lers,  to 
Ifis  Majeflfs  Minifter  refiding  at  the  Court  of  thoQuten  of 
Hunpiy,  or  fy  the /aid  Jmsiifter  to  either  of  his  Majeflfs 
Princtud  Secretaries  of  State,  or  any  other  of  his  Majefy*s 
MJaifters. )  Which  bdng  objeded  to  :  The  Qaeftion  was 
m  Whether  thofe  Words  fliould  ftand  Part  of  the  QuffUon  ? 
Itvuidbhed  in  the  NegatiTC.  Content  32.  Not  Con- 
tent 59. 

DipatieBt^  ^ 

fiecanfc  the  leaving  ont  thofe  Words  in  die  Motion  inva-  ^f^fc^w^^t 
iiditestbe  Addrdato  the  gteateft  Degree,  by  denying  the^JJ^^..^^ 
oecefiiy  Ligfits  to  fee  into  Affidrs  of  the  ntmoft  Concern  fing  m  tlw  Ne^ 
^  the  Nation^  and  Tranfadions  mod  probably  in  Agitation  satite. 
betwten  Gnat  Britain  and  the  Qneen  of  Hungary^  inaf- 
nndi  u  there  is  neither  Matter  nor  Means  foffident  leQt  to 
give  hb  MiUefty  our  beft  Advice  npon,    although  lb  gra* 
cboflf  alkad  from  the  Throne  at  this  cridcal  Conjondhire* 
Bdkb  which,  it  is  apparently  potting  fuch  a  Check  and 
Kcftnat  mon  the  Privilege  of  tne  Houfe  of  Peers  in  word* 
bt  Addreftes  to  the  King,  as  may  prove  of  the  atmoft  Pre- 
jviceasd  Lofs  to  bodi,  which  the  Nation  in  general  would 
aOafapence  be  Sufferers   by,  ihoald  this  be  made  ufe 
offayimiiiftefiil  Artifice  or  Power,  at  any  Time  to  oome^ 
usPrecedent  to  defeat  or  annul  Addrefles  of  this  Kind, 
^^IneQa  the  Freedom  andSafety  of  his  Majefty's  Peribn,  and 
the  Protcfiant  SnccdEon  and  Govemment  lb  eminently  de- 
peod. 

Haverjham^ 

Tbena  Motion  was  made  for  the  like  Papers  relating  to 
^-  Freoch King,  wUdi  was  carried  »in  the  Negative  by  6o^J^  ^^ 
30^    Tp  which  hULordfhip  likewifc  diffented  fcrJ^'^ySicr^ 


^iameReafons. 

^>fmg  this  Month  died  in  Flanders^   Thomas^  Earl  of  Ahmtkmtiathe 
^^^«7,  and  was  fncceeded  by   his  Son  Charles^  LordP^engi. 
^^<^;  as  did  alio  701*^/ Duke  o(  Montrofe^  ace.  in  Scot" 
'^y  fncceeded  by  his  eldeft  $on  tViUiam,  £arl  Graham  ot 
^-fsrd'mEnffiand.  ' 

To 
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An.  15-  GcD.Il.     On  the  5  th  of  January  the  Biffiop  of  Oxford  •waited 

i74»«  on  his  Royal  Hiehnefs  the  Prince  of  ffaies,  at  Carleton 

^-*^V**^  Houfey  with  the  following  Meilagc,  delivered  tohijn  (  as  he 

faid)  by  the  Earl  ofCholmondeleyy  from  his  Majefty  :  -ff 

MeiTagefrcm  the  '  That  if  hi^  Royal  Highnefs  would  write  a  Letter  of  Con- 

Kbg  to  the        <  defcenilon  to  die  King,  his  Majefty  would  give  a  gracioua 

Pnnceof  Wales,  i  Reception  to  him,  his  Friends,  thofe  of  his  Councils,  and 

*  Servants,  who  fhould  all  be  provided  for  in  due  Time  : 
'  That  the  50000/.  per  Anmm  fhould  be  immediately  add- 
'  ed  to   his  Royal  Hi^nefs's  prefent  Income :  And,   that 

*  all  his  Debts  Ihould  be  paid  witli  all  convenient  Speed.' 
To  this  his  Royal  Highnefs  return*d  the  following  An- 

"f '^^w  ^^^'  ^^^^f  '  ^^^^  ^^  look'd  on  this  Meflage  as  a  Propofalfrom 

ne&  8  Anfwcr.     ,  ^^  Miniftcr,  and  not  from  his  Majefty  :  That  he  would 

'  embrace  the  firft  proper  Opportunity  to  throw  himfelf  at 

*  his  Majefty's  Feet :  And  at  that  Time  ftiould  be  far  from 

*  prefcribing  Terms  for  himfelf  to  his  Majefty  :  But  that  he 

*  could  not  come  to  Court  while  Sir  Robert  Walpole  prc- 
^  fided  in  his  Majefty's  Councils  :  Tfiat  he  lodc'd  on  him 
'  as  the  fole  AutJior  of  our  Grievances  at  Home,  and   of 

*  our  ill  Succefs  in  the  Wefl- Indies  :  And  that  the  difadvan- 

*  tageous  Figure  We  at  prefent  make  in  all  the  Courts  of 
'  Europe,  was  to  be  attributed  alone  to  him.* 

Jan,  20.     The  Lords  went  upon  the  Confideration  of  the 
State  of  the  Nation,  and  after  reading  feveral  Papers,   ad- 
journed to  the  next  Day. 
Merch    f«  P  t'-     '^^^  ^"^*^  ^*y  ^^  Merchants  of  London  prefented  to  the 
ticm  relating  to  1^0"^  ^  Petition,  complaining  of  the  great  Loftes  they  had' 
their  Lofles   by  f-ftained  by  the  Spaniards^  which   being  to  tlie  fame  Effei'" 
the  Spaniards,     as  that  prefented  to  the  Commons,  ]  we  think  it  unneceflai 
to  repeat.     It  may  be  fufficient  to  obfervc,  that  their  Lon 
(hips  ordered  them  to  be  heard  by  themfclves  or  Counfel 
the  4th  of  February. 

Jan,  23.  The  Houfe  appointed  the  Biflxop  of  Uandafftx 
preach  before  them  on  the  30th  Inftant. 

Jan.  26  The  Lords  proceeded  farther  on  tlie  Confide 
An  Addrefs  of  ration  of  the  St^ire  of  the  Nation ;  and  the  Lord  Lovel  move 
M^^'ft'  cl  ''V^^  ^"  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  his  Majefty,  for  his  Care  of  th 
thc^^Ouecn  of  Q^*^^"  of  Hungary,  which  after  Debate  was  agreed  to  by  : 
Hungary  '  agreed  Majority  of  7 2  againft  $6.  • 

to.  *  T1 

•  Dr  Seeker,  ReStot  of  St,  Jaxnes*s,  WeftminAer,  in  which  Parilh  >« 
hit  Royal  Highnefs*a  Refiderce. 

f-f-  See  the  Letters  that  paiTed  between  his  Majefty  and  hia  Roj 
Highne&y  in  the  5th  Vol.  of  Txmbikland*!  Hiftory  of  the  Hou 
of  Lordf . 

T^jfiee  the  Petition  at  large  io  Chandlzk*!  Hiftoxy  aad  Proceedii 
of  t^.f  HouTe  of  Common«,  Vol.  wi,  p*  66.  ~ 
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The  next  Day  the  Houfe  began  to  take  into  Confideration  An.  15.  Geo.  IL 
Ac  State  of  Gihralter  and  Minorca,  and  ordered  the  Lords  to        '74»' 
be  fnnuixmed  upon  the  fame,  for  the  following  Day  :  When  ^  ^^~  ^ 
a^  reading  leveral  Papers,  i;Cy  a  Motion  was    made, 

*  That  as  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  by  the  Lift  of  the  Of-  **<*»«  r^tjn^ 
'ficcrs  belonging  to  the  Eftablifhment  of -W/wrcj  ;  That^^^^,^^^ 
'  ottt  of  nineteen  Officers,  only  one  Adjutant,  one  of  the  fromSdrrefpec! 
'  Joint-Secretaries,  the  Provoft-MarfhaJ,  and  one  Surgeon's  tlvePofttat  aoI 
'Mate,  and  the  Signal-Man,  are  attending  their  Duty  in»»au 

'  the  Ifland  :  It  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  the  per- 
'  initting  io  niany  Officers  to  be  abfent  in  Time  of  profound 

*  Peace^  would  be  a  great  Ncgledl  of  the  Publick  Service, 

*  tending  to  the  Deftnidtion  of  Military  Difcipline  ;  but  that 
'  the  fbtfering  them  to  be  abfent  in  the  Time  of  W^,  at  a 
'  Jasdnre  whea  the  Ifland  of  Minorca  has  been  th^eatned 

*  with  aa  Invafion  from  the  Spaniards ,  renders  the  PofTef- 
'  fion  of  that  important  Place  precarious,  and  is  highly  in- 
^  jarioBS  to  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  thefe  Kingdoms.' 
Upon  v^cfa  a  Debate  ari£ng,  the  farther  Confideration 
thereof  was  adjourn 'd  to  the  next  Day,  and  Major>General 
A^h-atker^  Lieutenant  Governor,  was  ordered  to  attend. 

7a».  28.  The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read  for  refuming 
the  adjmmed  Debate,  which  arole  Yefterday  upon  a  Mo- 
lioa  rn^^  ill  relation  to  the  Officers  who  are  abfent  from 
^wca,  and  for  the  Attendance  of  Major-General  Anftru* 
t^fr ;  He  attended  accordingly,  was  called  in,  and  being 
fvom,  was  fliewn  the  Lift  of  the  fcveral  Officers  upon  the 
EibbCfhinent  of  Minorcay  whereby  it  appears  what  Kum- 
herof  them  are  abfent,  and  the  Nature  of  their  refpedivc 
C^oes,  and  was  dcftr^  to  give  the  Reafons  (  as  far  as  he 
kcev)  which  oorafloned  their  Abfence  ;  and  was  farther 
cxamin'd  as  follows : 

TH  E  Earl  of  Hertford^  he  fays,  is  Governour,  and  the 
Occaiion   of  his  Abfcncc  is   from  being  infirm,  and  EnmioitbD    of 
ii;x  able  to  travel,  and  from  that  Infirmity  has  never  been  ^^he  L^u^I 
able  to  go  to  the  Ifland.  ntnt  Governor. 

The  Lieotenant-Govemour  (  viz.  himlclf  )  lays,  I  am 
sb&nt  by  his  Majefly's  Leave. 

a.  When  did  yon  come  away  from  the  Iftand  ? 

A.  I  left  the  Ifland  the  15th  or  i6di  of  February  laft,  I 
an't  be  pofitive  which  ;  but  it  was  one  of  thofe  Days, 

Q^  Upon  what  Account  did  you  leave  the  Ifland  ? 

A,  I  had  Leave  npon  my  own  Application. 

9^  By  what  Orders  did  you  come  away  ? 

A.  The  Leave  that  ail  Officers  have  comes  regularly  fron^ 

^  Sccrctaiy  at  War. 

£  3  H.  Whether 


C    70   ) 

An,  15.  Geo.  n      Qi  Whether  you  made  the  Application  for  coining  Hom^ 
1741.       ,  yourfclf,  and  to  whom  you  made  it  ? 

y^,  I  made'it  in  the  way  all  Applications  are  made,  to  the 
Secretary  at  War  :  I  have  the  Leave  of  Abfence  in  my  Poc' 
ket,  fent  to  me  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  by  the  King's  Or- 
der, 

(Tits  ke  produced f  and  the  fame  "dfas  read  ) 

Q,  On  whom  aid  the  Command  devolve,  upon  your  com- 
ing away  ? 

jf.  The  Command  always  devolves  upon  the  oldeft  Com- 
manding Officer,  and  was  Brigadier  Paget, 

Q.  As  this  was  a  conditional  Leave,  whether  you  were 
under  any  Apprehenfions  of  an  Attack  from  the  Spaniards  ; 
or  whether  the  Delign  of  the  Spaniards  had  adhially  been 
laid  adde,  when  you  left  the  Ifland. 

ji,  I  underilood  my  Leave  of  Abfence  to  be  conditional ; 
that  I  had  no  Leave  of  Abfence,  if  I  was  under  any  Appre- 
henfions of  the  iQand's  being  attacked.  Before  1  left  the 
Ifland,  I  had  certain  Intelligence  of  the  Enemies  having 
carried  off  Part  of  their  Cannon,  Part  of  their  Mortars,  and 
Fart  of  their  Troops  from  Majorcay  which  was  the  Place 
from  which  they  deiign'd  to  attack  the  Ifland . 

d.  Whether,  before  you  left  the  Ifland,  you  had  any 
Correfpondence  with  Admiral  Haddock  ;  or  confulted  him, 
fb  as  to  know  his  Thoughts  with  regard  to  the  Spaniards 
having  laid  afide  their  Defign  to  attack  the  Ifland. 

y/.  Tho*  I  was  very  furc,  from  my  own  Intelligence,  the 
Defign  was  laid  afide  for  that  Time,  yet  I  apply 'd  to  Mr. 
Haddocky  to  know  if  he  had  any  Intelligence  to  the  contrary, 
who  agreed  with  me,  and  that  he  had  none. 

fi.  What  Quantity  of  Cannon  was  carried  away,  and 
what  remained  at  Majorca  ? 

yi.  As  to  the  Quantity  that  was  carried  away  from  thence, 
I  cannot  be  pofitive  ;  what  was  brought  from  Barcehha 
thither  I  knew  exadlly,  as  well  as  the  Number  of  Mortars  : 
There  were  2500  Men  carried  back  from  Majorca  10  Batct* 
hna  along  with  Part  of  the  Artillery. 

Q,  Whether  the  Report  oi'  Ali/jorca's  being  in  Danger  of 
an  Attack  from  the  iipcwuirds  did  not  ccaie,  juft  at  the 
Time,  or  a  little  after  tlie  Time,  that  the  Spanljb  Squadron 
fHird  from  Cadiz  to  the  IVcft-hviies. 

A.  I  think  what  prevented  the  Iflond's  being  attack 'd  at 
that  Time,  was  five  J- hips  that  Mr.  Haddock  brought  from 
Gihraltefy  which  he  conceived  to  be  Force  enough  to  prevent 
any  Attack  being  made  upon  the  Ifland.  My  Intelligence  was 
that  they  >*ere  to  come  into  the  Ifland  vitha  Body  of  1 600Q 
^Ien^   9000  whereof  were  to    come  from  Barcelona ^    and 

700a 
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7000  from  Majorca.    After  this  Mr.  Haddock  came  up  with  An.  15.  Geo.  n. 
the  Ships  1  and  I  am  fatisfy'd^  that  was  what  prevented  the         ^^'' 
Atta«:k.  1—^— 

Q,  Ask'd  the  fiune  Queftion  again  as  to  the  Time  of  the 
Keport  ceafing  \ 

A.  The  Fleet  fail'd  fome  Time  after  that,  about  three 
Weeks  or  a  Month  after  that,  to  thebeft  of  my  Remembrance. 

Q^  A(  what  Time  did  Mr.  Haddock^s  Ships  come  to 
Minorca  ? 

A.  I  cannot  charge  my  Memory  with  the  exaft  Time. 

Cs  Whether,  in  your  Opinion,  16000  Men  are  neceflary 
to  Dukc  the  Siege  of  Fort  St.  Philips  or  whether  10,009 
Men  are  not  fa%cient  ? 

A,  If  'tis  agreed,  as  the  Spaniards  bcliev'd,  that  the  Peo^ 
pic  of  the  Ifland  are  in  their  Intereft,  what  the  noble  Duke 
fays,  I  believe  might  be  fuificient,  becaufe  \Vhen  thoft 
Troops  were  to  come  over,  by  my  Intelligence,  there  were 
Arms  far  7000  Men,  that  it  was  poffible  they  imagined  the 
likad  w^ould  ftimifh  them  with  ;  which  makes  me  believe 
they  did  think  the  People  of  the  Iflaud  would  have  joined 
them.  But  had  that  Number  of  Men  been  in  the  Interefl  of 
i^En^llJhy  the  noble  Duke  knows  16000  would  be  fcarce 
foffident. 

J2r  Whether  the  Ifland  can't  be  attack *d  from  Barcelona  ? 

A,  Xo  be  fure  the  liland  can  be  attacked  from  any  Part 
dl  Spain, 

U^  Whether  the  Number  of  Troops  left  in  Majorca  wer^ 
fidEcient  to  make  you  fear  any  Danger. 

A,  I  apprehended  no  Danger  froin  the  Troops  left  in 
Ifl&jerca, 

H^  whether  the  Commiffion  you  have  as  Lieutenant-Go- 
Tcroor,  g^ves  you  the  fame  Powers,  as  the  Governor  would 
have  if  he  were  prcfent  ? 

A.  I  underftand  it  does. 

i^  Acquaint  the  Houfe  with  the  Nature  of  thofe  Powers. 

A»  The  Civil  Government  of  that  Ifland  is  carried  on  by 
judges  of  the  King's  Nomination,  Natives  of  the  Ifland  ; 
obey  arc  govem'd  by  their  own  Laws  ;  the  Governor  has  a 
Power,  upon  the  Judges  being  of  different  Opinions,  to  a«» 
'<7ec  with  thofe  whole  Opinions  he  thinks  are  the  belt. 
^  fj.  Had  Colonel  Paget ^  upon  your  going  away,  the  fame 
Fovers  which  you  had  when  you  were  prcTent  ? 

A.  I  understand  he  had  :  It  has  been  the  Cuftom  there, 
that  any  Commandant,  in  the  Abfence  ofthe  Governor  and 
Lkntcnant-Covernor,  excrcifcd  the  fame  Powers. 

o.  Hsu  Uic  Commandant  thofe  Po>vers  in  tliq  Abfence  of 

"^  the 
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An.  15.  Geo.II.  tkc  Licatcnant-Governor  of  Courfc  j  or  has  he  any  parlicu- 
^4^     ,  lar  Coromiflion  for  that  Purpofe  ? 

A.  I  do  not  undcrftand  he  has  any  particular  Commiffion 
for  them.. 

fi.  Whether  you,  when  you  are  there,  a6l  by  a  Military 
CommilTion  as  Lieutenant-Governor  ? 

-^.  I  aft  by  a  Commiffion  from  his  Majcfty  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

fi.  Whether  in  cafe  the  Ifland  flood  neiiter,  10,000  Men' 
were  fufficient  to  form  the  Siege,  and  fucceed  in  it  ? 

A,  As  to  the  Succefs  of  a  Siege  I  can't  fay  ;  but  I  (hotild 
think,  if  the  Troops  were  complete,  10,000  Men  would  find 
great  Difficulty  in  conquering  the  Port. 

fi.  Whether  Admiral  Haddock^  at  that  Time,  had  not 
a  fuificient  Number  of  Ships  to  prevent  any  Attempt  uDon 
the  Ifland,  except  the  Sfaniards  had  been  fuperiorat  Sea  r 

A.  *Tis  my  Apprehenfion,  while  there  is  a  Fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean  fuperior  to  the  Spamjh  Fleet,  any  Attempt 
npon  the  Ifland  will  never  be  made  :  There's  no  manner  of 
Doubt  of  it ;  for  I  believe  nothing  but  Mr  Haddock* %  coming 
with  five  Ships  (  as  Imcntion'd  before  Wevented  the  Attack. 

ii.  What  is  your  Opinion  of  the  Dilpoiition  and  Temper 
of  the  People,  whether  they  would  have  fided  with  the 
Spaniards  if  an  Attack  had  been  made  ? 

A,  The  People  in  that  Ifland,  fince  it  has  bcenjn  the  Pof- 
feflion  of  the  Efigiifi,  have  been  much  happier  than  ever 
they  were  formerly,  and  greatly  richer  j  notwithftanding 
which  I  may  venture  to  aflure  your  Lordfliips  that  they 
would  join  the  Spaniards, 

A,  Whether  the  State  of  the  Eftabliftimcnt  laid  before  the 
Houfe,  which  you  have  in  your  Hands,  is  the  fame  now  as 
it  was  when  you  left  the  Ifland,  and  what  Variations,  if  any  ? 

A.  One  of  the  Secretaries  I  brought  with  me  from  the 
Ifland  ;  and  there's  the  Fort-Major,  hath  had  his  Majefty's 
Leave  very  lately.     I  do  not  know  of  any  other  Alterations. 

j^.  Whether  the  Regiments  were  compleat,  as  to  Men 
and  Officers,  when  you  left  the  Ifland. 

A,  No,  my  Lords  ;  but  there  may  be  laid  before  your 
Lordfliips  an  Account  of  ihc  Men  raifed  for  the  different 
Regiments  in  that  Ifland,  fince  the  late  Augmentation, 
which,  I  make  no  Doubt,  wou'd  convince  your  Lordfliips, 
that  there  has  been  no  Neglect ;  but  the  Death  and  Defer- 
tion  of  Men  that  are  lifted  here  for  that  Place,  make  it  im- 
pradicable  to  keep  them  compleat,  in  the  common  Way  of 
Recruiting  here. 

i!J,  What  Number  of  Officers  were  abfent  at  that  Time  ; 

and 
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tad  tvfaat  Ktunber  of  Men  were  wanting  to  cempkat  the  Aa»iS«Ceiw  ]| 
Regiments  ?  '7f** 

^^   I  really  can't  acquaint  jronr  Lordfliips  with  that,  no-  ^^^^^\mf 
oa  my  Memory ;  bat  there  is  an  Account  of  that  in  the 
Aemms  that  were  fent  from  the  Illand. 

Q^  Whereabouts  was  the  Number  of  Officers  and  Men 
wanring  ? 

v#»  I  know  tftere  were  a  great  Number  of  Men  wanting ; 
I  bcfigve  near  700. 

Q^   WhsLt  Number  of  Officers  ? 

A,  I  cannot  recoiled ;  but,  I  believe,  not  fo  many  Offi- 
ccrs  as  Men,  in  Proportion. 

Q,  ^Vhether  there  was  not,  at  that  Time,  a  Number  of 
Recmits  rais'd,  and  (bme  upon  the  Sea  going  thidier  ? 

y#.  To  be  furc,  there  are  always  Recruits  going  thither. 
I  harve  Cent  Forty  Men  within  this  Fortnight,  and  ha?e  a 
great^  snany  more  to  go.  ^ 

Qg  Whether  you  think  it  poffible  for  the  Regiments  at 
Pcrtm^kTs  to  be  perpetually  full;  and  whether  yon  think 
diere  is  a  Fund  fumcient  to  keep  them  fb  ? 

ji,  'Tis  ntterly  impoffible  \  there  may  be  an  Account  laid 
hdbre  your  LorcUhips  of  Recruits  which  cofl  the  Captain 
43  /•  a  Man. 

Q^  Whether  it  is  poffible  to  keep  the  Regiments  more 
ccmplcat  than  they  were  when  you  leit  the  Ifland  ? 

>/.  To  be  fiire  they  may  be  more  compleat ;  but  we  were 
iifider  ibme  Misfortunes  of  lofing  Recruits  in  their  going 

Q,  l^hether  you  do  not  chink  there  might  have  been  fuch 
Methods  taken,  as  would  have  kept  thofe  Regiments  as 
ccmplcat  as  other  Regiments  are  kept  ? 

j/.  In  PhK:c  of  Recruiting  in  the  ordinary  Way,  if  there 
had  been  I>raughts  fent  over  once  a  Year,  to  compleat  thofe 
R^^meniSj  to  be  fure  they  would  have  been  more  compleat 
tban  they  now  are ;  though  there  arc  many  Objections  to  the 
Drzagbcing  of  Regiments. 

Q^  VVlicther  you  ever  met  with  any  on6  Colonel  that 
did  not  complain,  when  his  Regiment  was  draughted  ? 

^.  I  believe  there  is  no  Colonel  of  a  Regiment  that  in- 
clines 10  have  his  Regiment  draughted. 

Q,  ^Wbether  you  yourfelf  in  your  Correfpondence  here 
have  not  complain'd  of  the  Number  of  Officers  abfent,  and 
Men  wandngr 

y/.  I  have  reprefcnted  that  there  were  too  many  Officers 
it^cnt,  an^  ^lat  the  Regiments  were  not  complete. 

Qj  Whether  you  have  not  complain'd  of  it  often  ? 

J.  I 
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jUk  t5.  Geo.  n.  and  a  Place  that  is  bdieged  cannot  be  the  weaker  for  having 
«74»'         a  Supply  of  a  Surgeon  and  a  Surgeon's  Mate. 

fi.  What  does  the  Pay  ofthefefbur  Officers  amount  to  ? 

^.  I  cannot  upon  Memory  tell  that  diredly*  Your  Lord- 
(hips  may  have  it  from  the  War-Office. 

Qj  Whether  thofe  Officers  would  have  been  oblig'd  to  af- 
Cft  in  defending  the  other  Fort,  if  it  had  been  attack'd^  and 
would  have  been  under  your  Command  ? 

^.  I  underiland  that  every  Eilablifhment  there  is  under 
my  Command ;  and  if  the  Place  had  been  attack'd,  tliey 
would  have  been  as  much  oblig'd  to  defend  it,  as  they  would 
Fort  St.  Anne, 

The  next  U|>on  the  Lift  are  the  Officers  belon^ng  to  Fort 
St,  Philip y  (viz.)  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  Major-General 
Roger  Handijyd  f ,  who  is  abfent.  — —  Says  I  do  not  know 
by  whofe  Leave  he  is  abfent. 

H,  How  long  has  he  been  abfent  ? 

ji,  I  believe  he  has  not  been  there  for  a  Number  of  Years. 

The  next  upon  the  Lift  is  the  Fort-Major,  Peter  Dumas y 
who  is  abfent.  -  Says,  He  came  to  England  about  fix  Weeks 
ago,  and  he  never  was  from  the  iQand,  fince  it  was  in  Pof- 
(effion  of  the  Engliflj^  above  three  or  four  Months. 

J2.  Whether  you  know  any  particular  Rcafbn  be  had  for 
coming  over ;  or  whether  the  Leave  was  given  him  for  a 
Time,  and  whether  he  is  not  now  upon  his  Return  ? 

A.  He  had,  as  I  underftand,  the  King*s  Leave,  to  come 
over,  and  is  now  under  Orders,  or  going  to  the  Ifland  again. 

Q,  Whether  you  know  the  Reafbn  ofhis  coming  over  ? 

A,  I  do  not  know  the  Reafbn  other  than  that  he  brought 
his  Wife  and  Family  to  fettle  them  here. 

The  next  upon  the  Lift  is  the  Adjutant,  Arthur  Morris *-~» 
Says,  He  is  there,  and  has  been  there  many  Years. 

The  next  is  the  Surgeon  James  Sect,  who  is  abfent.  ■ 
Says,  This  is  the  only  Perlon  upon  the  Lift  that  I  did  give 
Leave  to  come  to  England,  and  who  ought  to  have  returned 
before  now. 

The  next  is  the  Surgeon's  Mate,  Jonathan  Elder,  who  is 
prefent. 

(2.  What  is  your  Recruiting  Fund  in  Minorca  ? 

A.  The  Recniiting  Fund  is  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Troops 
in  England^  which  is  two  Warrant  Men  upon  the  Lilt, 
which  are  fuppofed  to  be  Non-cfFedtive. 

Q^  Whether  'tis  poflible  this  Fund  fhould  be  fuffident  to 
compleat  ^e  Regiments  ? 

A,    I 

f  Member  in  the  laft  Parliament  for  Huntingdon,  and  Petitioner  in 
thi*  5  as  was  Gen.  Anftruthcr  himfelf  for  the  Burgbs  of  Anfertithcr,  &-c . 
See  Ch  A  NOLiK*8Hiflory  of  the  Commons  Vol  XIXI. 
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if  I  have  acquainted  yoar  LonUhips  with  the  Diificnlty^**''5*^'*^  »• 
ittiEiqwiicc  that  Gentlemen  are  at  in  Recniiting  the  Troops        '^^'' 
in  thatjifland.     An  Officer  in  England  can  have  a  Man  for 
Ten  Shillings,  which  woold  cod  a  Captain  in  the  Ifland  Ten 
cf  Fifteen  Pounds. 

Q^  How  many  Years  the  Regiments  in  Minorca  have  been 
there  without  being  relieved  ? 

A.  There  are  Two  of  the  Regiments  in  |the  Ifland  that 
have  been  there  Five  or  Six  and  Twenty  Years  ;  there  are 
Tik-o  others  that  have  been  there  Fifteen  er  Sixteen  Years. 
My  Regiment  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  order  over  about 
im  Years  ago. 

2;  Whether  yon  are  not  convinc'd,  that  this  is  not  Re- 
lieving of  the  Regiments ;  and  whether  the  keeping  the  Re- 
^ments  (o  long  diere^  has  not  been  of  infinite  Detximent 
10  the  Service  ? 
A,  I  diink  it  has. 

^  Whether  there  havenot  been  many  melancholy  Infian- 
ces  of  the  Defpair  of  the  Soldiers  in  thofe  Regiments  I 
A,  Yes,  there  have. 

j^  Whether  you  had  not  Directions  to  write  to  the  Ifland 
to  acquaint  them,  Aat  the  Re^ment  would  be  relieved ;  and 
vhetber  you  did  not  reprefent  that  that  would  be  fatis&d- 
ofy  ? 

A,  I  (fid  wnte  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Ifland 
that  he  might  acquaint  the  Troops,  that  his  Majefly  was 
determined  to  relieve  one  Regiment  every  Year  ;  which,  my 
Lords,  I  am  latisfy'd,  would  put  a  Stop  to  all  luch  Acci* 
<ients  that  have  happen 'd,  and  be  fatis^tory. 
ij.  What  Time  was  the  Letter  wrote  ? 
A,  I  wrote  that  Letter  about  nine  Months  ago. 
(L  Whether  any  Regiments  have  gone  thither  fince  that 
*nme ;  and  whether  you  know  of  any  that  is  going  to 
embark? 

A.  I  have  been  told  lately,  that  two  Regiments  will  be 
fat,  one  to  relieve  a  Regiment  at  Gibraltery  and  another 
to  relieve  one  at  Minorca  ;  but  none  are  gone  hitherto. 

IJ.  You  are  defired  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  with  fome  of 
tbofelnibnces  of  Defpair  in  the  Soldiers;  and  whether  they- 
^vebccn  frequent  ? 

A,  There  have  been  a  good  many  Inilances  of  Soldiers 
^n  that  Ifland  fliooting  off  their  Hands,  and  fome  of  them 
footing  off  their  Jett,  and  fome  fliooting  thcmfelves  thro' 
^  Head,  of  thofe  that  have  been  the  longefl  there  ;  by 
which  your  Lordfhips  will  obferve,  they  will  incapacitate 
^felves  from  getting  their  Bread  at  home,  rather  than 
cwitimc  th»e. 

fi.  How 
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Afl.  15.  Geo.  II       Q.  How  lately  were  you  told,  that  two  Regiments  were 
'74'      ^   to  be  fent  from  hence,  one  to  Cibralter^  and  the  other  to 
^'     *•      '  -^  Minorca  ? 

^«  I  think  it  was  about  a  Month  ago  that  I  heard  lb. 
H,  Who  was  it  that  told  you  fo  ? 
j^,  I  heard  it  from  the  Lords  of  his  Majefty's  Council. 
Qj  Did  not  you  attend  at  a  Committee  of  Council  about 
three  Weeks  ago,  touching  Affairs  relating  to  Portmahon  i 
J.  I  did. 

Q.  How  long  have  thofe  Accidents  been  frequent  ? 
A.  Thofe  Accidents  were  frequent  before  I  had  the  Ho- 
nour to  command  in  the  Ifland  ;  and  feveral  of  them  have 
happened  .fince  I  have  been  there. 

Q.  Did  not  you .  reprefent  this  Ibmc  Time  before  you 
left  the  Ifland,  in  your  Correfpondence  here  ? 

A.  Upon  my  Word  I  can't  be  pofitive,  but  I  think  I  did. 

Then  he  was  direfled  to  withdraw,  and  being  withdrawn 
accordingly,  the  Propofition  made  Yefterday  was  again 
dated,  and  the  Queftion  being  put  thereupon,  it  was  re- 
folv'd  in  th?  Negative,  by  69  againft  57. 

Then  a  Motion  being  made.  That  it  appearbg  to  this 
A     h.A\  f        Houfe  that  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor  of  tlie 
^y'i!^^^.^^^'^^^^^^^^^^^^y  and  the  Lieutenant-Governour  of  Fort 
ftftioiM   to  the  ^^'  Philip  J  and  feveral  other  Officers  upon  the  EftablKhmcnt 
abfcatOfficcrato  there,  are  now  abfent  from  the   faid  Ifland,  tothemanifeft 
>epair   to   their  Prejudice  of  the  Publick  Service  ;  Refblved  that  an  humble 
Pofts  at  Minorca,  ^j^jyefs  be  prefented  to    his  Majefty^  to  give  Diredions, 
that  the  Officers  upon  the  Eftablifhment  who  are  abfent,  as 
aforefaid,  do  forthwith  repair  to  their  refpedive  Pofts  ;  and 
that  his  Majefty,  out  of  his  Royal   Care  of  fo  important  a 
Place,  will  be  pkafed  to  give  the  (lri<Eleft  Orders,  that  for 
the  future  to  prevent  any  luch  Prejudice  to  the  Publick  Ser- 
vice, fuch  a  Number  of  the  faid  Principal  and  other  Officers, 
as  fliall  be  fufficient  to  perform  the  Services  belonging  to 
the   Eftabliftiment,    be  conftantly  refident  on  the  Place   2 
The  fame  was* agreed  to  ;  and  ordered  to  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty  by  the  Lords  with  White  Staves. 

A  Negative  being  put  upon  the  firft  Motion,  the  follow- 
ing Proteft  was  enter'd. 
Proteft   on    the 
former  Motion      Dtfenttene 

^^\nZ7}^l      I.  Becaufe  we  conceive,  That  as  the  Faft  ftated  In   the 
Mtiw.  "  former  Part  of  the  Queftion,  appear'd  plainly  from  the  Pa- 

pers laid  before  this  Houfe  by  tne  proper  Officer,  and  neither 
was  nor  could  be  controverted  by  any  one  Lord,  the  Cen- 
fure  contained  in  the  latter  Part  of  the  Queftion  was  not 
only  juft,  but  as  gentle  as  fo  evident  a  Negled  of  fo  im- 
portant 
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portaat  a  Pla^,  at  to  critical  a  Time,  could  pofliWy  allow.  ^^  '5-  G«o.  % 
The  Principal,  if  not  the  only  Argument  made  ute  of  by  ^^' 
thole  Lords  who  oppoled  the  Motion  was,  That  the  Cenfure 
V2S  genera],  and  pointed  at  no  particular  Perfons,  which 
we  rather  apprehend  to  be  a  Proof  of  the  Juftice  and  Mo- 
ikration  of  that  Cenfure,  as  it  could  then  only  light  upon 
the  Guilty  whoever  they  were  ;  and  we  are  inclined  to  be- 
Eeve,  that  had  the  Cenfure  been  applied  to  any  particular 
PerfbnSy  the  contrary  Argument  would  have  been  ui^ed, 
2nd  the  Injultice  of  a  particular  Cenfure,  without  Proofs, 
(bunded  high  ;  tho' jwffibly  at  the  fame  Time,  the  ncceffiry 
Means  oF  getting  at  thofc  Proofs  might  have  been  rendered 
dificnlt  :  That  out  of  Nineteen  Officers  paid  upon  the  Ella* 
biiAunent  of  Minorcay  Fourteen  were  abfent,  among  whom 
were  the  Governor,  Ac  Deputy-Governor,  and  the  Go- 
vernor of  Fort  St  Pbilipy  was  a  Faft  difputed  by  none,  tho 
the  flighteft  Cenfure  of  it  was  oppos'd  by  the  Majority  of  the 
Hoafe.  We  therefore  hope  that  Pofferity,  to  whom  wc 
thus  appeal,  will  not  only  approve  of  our  Condud  in  this 
MotioBy  hut  will  likewife,  from  the  ill  Succefs  of  it,  find 
Reasons  to  excufe  our  not  attempting  many  others  of  the 
Eke  Nature. 

II,  Becanie,  when  we  confider  the  tender  Apprehen- 
^kios  of  the  Adminiflration  for  the  Ifland  of  Minorca^  in  the 
Tear  1740,  when,  upon  Information  received  that  a  few 
Tro«ops  ivere  marching  to  the  Coafts  of  Catalonia,  and  a 
few  Tartancs  aflembled  in  the  Port  of  Barcelona^  Orders 
{poUibly  obfcure  from  that  Precipitation  which  the  Emer- 
gency required)  were  fent  to  our  Admirals  in  the  Mediter- 
randan,  to  provide  immediately  for  the  Defence  of  that 
Ilkndy  even  by  going  there  with  their  whole  Force,  if  ne- 
oeilary  ;  by  the  Execution  or  Miflake  of  which  Orders, 
the  Spanifh  Squadron  was  fufFered  to  fail  from  Cadiz  to  the 
li^ffl  Indies y  to  the  imminent  Danger  of  our  Fleets  and  Pof- 
fHiioaf  there  ;  We  cannot  well  account  for  that  profound 
S«Mrity  in  which  the  Adminiflration  feem'd  to  be  the  lafl 
Year,  with  Regard  to  that  valuable  PolTcffion,  when  an  Em- 
barkation of  fourteen  or  fifteen  thoufand  Men,  and  above 
two  hundred  Tranfport-fhips  was  publickly  preparing  at  Bar^ 
cei<Ma^  and  confequently  within  eight  and  forty  Hours  Sail 
oi  Minorca,  which  Embarkation  fbon  after  went  undifhirb'd 
to  Italy  :  But  we  fear  this  inconfiftcnt  Conduct  may  give  too 
Qnch  Credit  for  Iiifinuations  lately  fcattcr'd  in  Publick, 
that  the  Britijb  Minilters  were  as  fecure  that  Minorca  would 
not  be  attacked  by  the  cpaniardsy  as  the  Stanijh  Miniflers 
were  that  their  Embarkation  would  fail  to  Italy  undiAurb'd 
b?  our  Squadrons  in  the  Mediterranean, 
^  III. 
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,  15.  Geo.  It  m.  Bccaufc  it  appears,  That  aboet  the  fame  Time  thati 
'74'*  Major-General  JnJIruther  left  that  liland,  by  Leave  from 
^^  '  the  Secretary  at  War,  which  was  on  the  ifdi  o(  Februaty 
laft.  Admiral  Haddock  informs  the  Secreury  of  State,  in  a 
Letter  of  the  10th  of  the  lame  Month,  that  by  the  lateft 
Letters  from  Mr  Conful  Birtles^  he  mentions,  '*  That  a 
**  Spanijh  Embarkation  is  adhiaily  intended,  and  tho'  the 
*'  firft  Defign  was  on  a  fudden  dropp'd,  the  laft  Intelligence 
'*  declares  the  fame  to  be  renewed  again ;"  which  Informati- 
on, we  conceive,  was  fufficient  to  have  excited  greater 
Apprehenfions  for  the  Danger  of  that  Ifland,  than  leem  to 
have  been  entertained,  fince  no  one  Step  appears  to  have 
been  taken  thereupon  for  its  Defence,  or  any  Leave  of  Ab- 
fence  recalled  ;  but  the  whtAt  Government  was  fo^Tered  to 
devolve  to  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  one  of  the  Regiments 
there. 

IV.  Becaufe  it  appeared  by  the  Examination  of  Major-Gc- 
ncral  Jnftruther  at  the  Bar,  that  when  he  left  Minorca  about 
the  I $ik  of  February  laft,  above  700  Men  were  wanting  to 
complete  the  Regiments  there,  and  near  the  fame  Proportion 
of  Officers  abfent:  That  the  private  Soldiers  were  fo  uneafy 
at  having  been  there  fo  long,  that  many  deftroyed  them- 
lelves  from  Defpair,  and  many  maimed  themfelves  to  get 
difchai^'d.  That  fhould  the  Ifland  be  attacked,  the  Inha- 
bitants would,  in  bis  Opinion,  certainly  join  the  Spaniards  : 
That  in  his  Opinion  too,  the  Ifland  was  always  in  Danger 
when  our  Enemies  were  fuperior  in  the  Mediterranean y  which 
has  been  For  fome  Time,  and  is  ftill  the  Cafe.  All  which 
Circumftances  concur  to  prove  the  Danger,  the  Negled,  and 
the  Jufticeof  cenfuring  fuch  a  Negledt,  at  fuch  a  Time. 

V.  Becaufe  it  was  faid  in  the  Debate  by  thofe  whofe  high 
Stations  beft  enable  them  to  know,*  That  a  general  Relaxa- 
'  tion  of  Governm<*nt,  and  Abufes  of  this  Nature,  were  the 
*  Vices  of  the  prefent  Age/  A  melancholy  Truth  ;  which, 
we  conceive,  is  fo  far  from  being  an  Argument  for  Impunity, 
that  it  evinces  the  Neceflity,  at  leaft,  of  cenfuring  Inch  as 
we  can  attain  to  the  Knowledge  and  Proofs  of.  And  indeed 
we  have  but  too  much  Reafon  to  believe,  that  the  fevcral 
Abufes^  committed  in  the  feveral  Branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, unpunifhed  at  leaft  if  not  conniv'd  at,  have  already 
produc'd  EfFefts  too  fenfibly  felt  by  this  Nation ;  which  A- 
Dufes,  from  the  Nature  of  Things,  neceflarily  multiply 
thenjfelves,  and  if  not  fpeedily  check *d,  muft  foon  forge  a 
Chain  of  reciprocal  and  criminal  Dependency,  too  ftrong 
for  even  the  Authority  of  this  Houfe  to  break,  too  heavy 
for  the  Conftitution  to  bear. 

VL 
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\'T.  Becau/e  the  Motion  for  an  Addrefs,  offered  In  Lieu  An.  15.  Geo.II. 
of  this  Qucftion,  in  which  the  fame  Fadt  is  ihted  in  its  ftill         »74'« 
Extent,  but  without  the  leaft  Cenfure  annexed  to  it,  is,  in  ^    ~"J~  "^ 
onr  Opinion,  not  only  unprecedented,  but  incontiiient  with 
the  Honour  and  Dignity  or  this  Houlc,  as  it  may  feem  cal- 
culated to  Icrecn  the  Guilt  it  avows  ;  and  ^s  it  may  be  thought 
to  intiinatc  future  Impunity  for  publick  Crimes,  if  balanced 
by  private  Miniflerial  JMerit.     Artifice  may  elude  In«^i  lirics, 
or  prevent  Detedion  ;  Lenity  may  cenfure  a  Crime,  yet  fpare 
the  Criminal ;  but  Mankind,  we  fear,  may  be  at  a  Lofs  to 
acconnr  for  what  Motives  io  criminal  a  Negled,  fully  dated, 
proved  and  admitted,  could  eicape  witlibut  Cenfure  ;  or  may 
afcribc  it  to  fuch  as  would  affect  the  Reputation,  and  confc* 
quently  Icflen  the  Authority  of  this  Houfe. 

Sandwich y  Dink  Halli/ax,  Grecrnvichy  Carlifley  SluflU" 
huTjy  JVoi ih inptoKy  Alan/el y  Cheflerf.eUy  Le'ighy  A\>cs^ 
huryy  Falmouthy  CravcUy  Taihty  Ablng.ioiiy  Cohhurfiy 
fVardy  Bridgwater y  St,  Jobtiy  O\ford  ani  Ishrt'tv^ery 
Exeter y  Foley y  Denh'n^hy  LitchfieUy  Bedii forty  Ric,  LiCy 
6-  Co.  (a)  Sufiolky  Havcrfha-Jiy  Berkeley  de  Strattoiiy 
IVe/}more!a?idy  Thanety  Halhurjly^  Ric.  Lincoln'  (b) 
Clinton y  Herefordy  Cower y  Ayle^fordy  Cl'iftofty  MacclcS' 
fieUy  Bedford. 

The    Motion,  which  gave  Rife  to  the  foregoing  Proteft,  Debate  on    the 
occafion'd    a  Debate,  in  which    the  Duke  of  Argyle  fpokc  faid  Motba* 
to  die  following  EfFefl  ; 

My  Lords y  S      h     th     - 

*  When  I  consider  the  Condudt  of  our  Anceftors  upon  ^^  ^  x^l^^^ 
the  like  Occa/ions,  tlie  Evidence  of  the  Xegledt  now  under  of  Argylc. 
our  Confideration,  the  Importance  of  the  Place  fo  grofsly 
and  (b  evidently  negleded,  tlic  fatal  Confequcnccs  that  Neg- 
lect has  been  attended  with,  and  the  more  fatal  Confequen- 
tjcs  it  might  probably  have  been  attended  v.ith,  I  muft  con- 
c!cdc,  that  no  Cenfure  was  ever  more  jufi,  no  Cenfure  was 
ever  more  moderate,  no  Cenfure  was  ever  more  neceflary, 
rhaa  that  contained  in  the  PropoCtion  now  before  you.  The 
li?acd  of  Minorca  has  in  every  Circumftancc  been  fo  much 
s^Rle^fced  for  many  Years  palt,  that  I  am  furprifed  at  its  te- 
rn Jiaing  ftill  in  the  PofTefllon  oi  Great  Britain.  The  very 
Oelpair.  whicli  the  poor  Soldiers  were  drove  to  by  beinn^  kept 
\o  long  in  the  Ifland,  witliout  >Iopcs  of  bclnir  ever  relieved, 
,3S  ofitfelf  fJifficient  toendan^Kr  the  Lofs  of  that  valuable 
?cttcfIion ;  for  I  wonder  it  has  not  before  now  made  them 
Vol..  VII r,  F  mutiny, 

(j)  Dr  Richard  Sroallbroke.         ^,b)  Ur  Richard  Reynolds;. 
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An.  ic  Ceo.  IT."^''^"^y>  ^"^  deliver  the  Ifland  up  to  the  Spaniards,  It  is 
1741.  happy  for  us  that  our  Countrymen  have  generally  a  greater 
Love  for  their  native  Soil,  and  a  greater  Contempt  of  foreign 
(loimtrics,  tlian  moll  other  Pcopk-  hiwe  ;  for  it  is  this  only, 
in  my  Opinion,  that  has  prclerved  to  ns  the  Polfcflion  of 
Atiriorruy  and  perhaps  Gibrulter  likewifc.  Confidering  how 
ill  the  Garrifons  of  both  thefe  Places  have  been  treated, 
Jiow  long  they  have  fuffered  under  that  Treatment,  what 
little  <  lopes  they  had  of  being  ever  relieved,  and  what  En- 
c  oitraocment  they  had  Reafon  to  expeift  from  the  Enemy, 
it  is  furprifing  to  me  that  both  have  not  before  now  been 
/^t  livcred  up  to  the  Sfaruiinhy  either  by  a  Mutiny  among 
the  Soldiers,  or  by  the  Treachery  of  fome  of  the  inferior 
Olticcrs  ;  but  as  fuch  Mutiny  or  Treachery  would  havedif- 
ablcd  them  from  ever  returning  to  their  native, Country, 
whirli  thoy  moll  earncilJy  wifh  for,  and  would  have  obliged 
(hem  to  live  among  Sf^iimunh  whom  they  moll  heartily  de- 
/ni.o,  this  alone,  1  believe,  has  prevented  their  being  guilty 
of  it. 

*  Whilfl:  they  have  any  Hopes  of  returning  to  their  native 
Ccuntrjs  thefe  Hopes,  my  Lords,  will  Itill  prevent  fuch  a 
fjtiil  Eire<^t ;  but  if  the  Kcpjnicnts  in  Garrifon  there  (hould 
bcp,in  to  lofc  all  Hopes  of  l>cipp,  ever  relieved,  iftheyfhould 
begin  to    Iook  upon  themitlvcs  as   fi\t  there  for  Life,   it 
may  very  probably  produce  fuch  an  Eflc'd,  or  it  may  induce 
tlicm  to  make   but    a  faint  RclKbnce  in   Cafe  an    Enemy 
Ihould  come  to  attack  them ;  and  the  Ab'ence  of  fomany 
Officers  neceflary  for  the  Defence  of  die  Place  nlay  furnifh 
ihofe  that  arc  there  with  an  T.xcufe  for  that  faint  Kefiflance. 
By  fuch    Means   the  Place  mii;ht  be  lofl,  without  leaving  it 
in  our  Power  to  punilh  thofe  that  were  immediately  the  Uc- 
cafion  of  it.     They  would  perhaps  be  made   Prilbners  by 
the  Enemy,  and  would  of  courfe  be  fet  at  Liberty  upon  the 
Conclulion  of  the  next  Treaty  of  Peace,   which  would  fur- 
nifh them  with  an  Opportunity  they  could  never  othenvife 
have  expedtcd,    I  mean    that  of  returning  to  their  native 
C'ountry  ;  for  is   no  Slavery  is   admitted  among  Chnflum 
I'otentates,  we  could  not  infli<5lthnt  Punifhment  upon  them, 
which  Rc^uliis  advifed  the  Ro-r.aus  to  infli(5l  upon  the  Armv 
under  his  Command :    If  we  did  not  exchange  or  rcdeern 
them  duriniT  the  War,  the  Enemy  would  of  courfe  difcbargc 
tiiem  upon  tlie  Conclulion  of  a  Peace  ;  and  upon  their  Ke- 
xwxvi  we  <:o\A(k  not  in  JulHee  puniili  them  for  fuiiering  them- 
{(.Kes  to  bv  relieved  by  an  Enemy,  from  that  Punilhment, 
which  hi'.!  moll  iinjudly  been  ir.l]lacd   upon  them  by  their 
Country.     I  fay  Puiiilhmcnt,   my  Lords,  for   to  keep  any 

Regiment 
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V.z^soent  at  Portmahon  longer  than    their  Turn  of  Duty  au.  15.  Geo.  11. 
nquires,  I  muft  look  on  as  a  Sort  of  Puni/hment.     It  is   a  1741* 

r.flc:^gitio  in  Infularrty  which  was  one  of  the  fevercft  Puni^- 
Deats  among  the  Romans^  efpeclally  when  it  was  during 
Lih:  ;  and  is  a  Punifhment  which  ought  to  be  inHi^ed  upon 
Qo  Man^  unlcfs  he  has  been  guilty  of  fome  very  heinous 
Crime. 

*  \Vc  have  had  it  proved  at  our  Bar,  my  Lords,  how  ill 
the  common  Soldiers  brook  their  being  kept  fb  long  from 
laving  a  Sight  of  their  native  Country.  Many  of  thenv 
have  put  an  End  to  a  wretched  Life,  rather  than  continue 
longer  in  ivfaat  they  look'd  upon  as  an  unjuft  and  cruel  Ex- 
1-'?  :  Many  others  of  them  have  maimed  thcmfelves,  and 
L.aneby  rendered  thcmfelves  not  only  unfit  for  the  Service, 
jat  uiifit  forgetting  their  Bread  at  Home,  rather  than  con- 
tifloe  longer  in  the  Place  where  they  were ;  and  the  Dear- 
3<?fs  of  Proviflons,  chiefly  occafioned  by  the  Taxes  and  Pro- 
hibitions arbitrarily  impofed  by  the  Governors,  muft  make 
i:  very  inconvenient  both  for  Soldiers  and  Officers  confined 
ro  IXxt.  in  thole  Garrifons.  We  may  from  hence  fee,  how 
dangerous  it  is  to  truft  the  Prefervation  of  thofe  important 
PUces  to  Men  who  have  no  Hopes  of  ever  feeing  their 
Friends  at  Home,  as  long  as  thofe  Places  remain  in  our  Pof- 
"ttHon ;  and  the  frequent  Leave  of  Abfence  given  to  the 
'J^cers,  and  to  fuch  Numbers  of  them  at  a  Time,  mult 
ciruinly  add  to  this  Danger,  becaufe  it  adds  to  the  Dif* 
extent  of  the  common  Soldier,  who  can  never  expert  Leave 
•5f -ibfence,    and  renders  his  Cafe  more  provokingly  defpe- 

'  The  Importance  of  the  Ifland  of  Minorcay  with  refpeft 
t-  OCT  Trade  in  every  Part  of  the  Mediterranean^  is  in  it- 
Jf  fo  manifeft,  and  has  been  upon  former  Occafions  {o 
clfirly  demonJlrated  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  I  need  not  fay 
isrh  for  proving  what  is  fo  univerfally  known  and  acknow- 
id^ed.  It  muft  be  allowed,  that  our  Trade  with  Barharyy 
'^--rhy  Italy y  and  the  Coafts  of  France  and  Spain y  fituated 
b  the  Mediterranean y  is  of  the  utmoft  Confcquencc  to  this  ' 
Sauon;  and  to  every  one  of  thefe  our  Poffefllon  of  Mi^ 
">Tj  is  of  great  Importance,  becaufe  it  not  only  affords  our 
^- js  a  (afe  and  convenient  Port  to  refit  or  careen,  and  to 
'  Jreth  their  Men  ;  but  it  renders  our  Trade  to  every  one 
>t"  rhefc  Places  more  fecure,  and  more  difficult  to  be  di- 
'-rlicd  or  interrupted  by  an  Enemy.  Ever  fin ce  we  had 
i  c-llcffion  of  this  Ifland,  the  Corfairs  of  Algiers y  Tunis y  and 
•£  other  pyraiical  Places  upon  the  Barhary  Coafl,  have 
r:n  more  traitable,  and  more  fhy  of  breaking  with  us, 
1-41.  E  2  They 
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An.  15.  Geo.n  They  know  how  eafy  it  is  for  us,  not  only  to  fend  a  po>»er- 
1741-  fui  Squadron  to  tlie  MeJiterraneany  but  to  keep  it  there, 
~  "  *  till  we  have  compelled  them  to  fubmit  to  our  Terms.  This 
makes  them  afraid  of  breaking  with  us,  and,  if  by  Chance 
they  do,  more  ready  to  be  reconciled  :  \V  hcreas,  fhouid 
we  lofe.  this  PoffelTion,  after  having  kept  it  fo  long,  they 
would  defpife  us  more  than  ever  they  did  heretofore,  and 
would  be  ready  upon  every  Occafion  to  come  to  an  open. 
Rupture  widi  us.  Gonfeqv.ently  our  PolTeflion  of  Minorca 
mufi:  render  our  Trade  in  every  Part  of  the  J\le:iiterranean 
more  fccure  than  it  could  otherwife  be  ;  and  when  we  hap- 
pen to  be  at  War  cither  with  France  or  Spairiy  this  Ifland 
will  always  be  a  great  Advantage  to  us,  by  affording  a  fafe 
Port  for  our  Merchant  Ships  to  run  into,  when  chafed  by 
Privateers,  and  by  enabling  us  to  keep  always,  in  the  JMe- 
diicrraneaiiy  a  fuperior  Squadron  fy  protecting  our  Trade, 
and  for  infefling  die  Enemies  Coafis,  as  well  as  deftroying 
their  Privateers. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  in  cafe  it  fhouid  ever  happen,  as  it  pro- 
bably may,  that  both  jFr<Jw^<r  anct  ^pain  Ihould  unite  in  a 
War  againft  us,  the  Poffcilion  of  this  Ifland  would  be  of  the 
utmofi:  Confcquence  to  our  Trade  in  the  Me.Wterranean  z 
Nay,  in  this. Cafe,  it  would  be  very  diiUcult  for  ns  to  carry  on 
any  Trade  in  that  Sea  without  it;  efpeclally  now  that  aSonof 
Spain  is  in  PolFcflion  of  the  two  Sicil'iei ;  for  if  France  and 
Spain  fliould  declare  againft  us,  we  could  notexpeft  that  the 
King  of  the  tv/o  Sicilies  would  long  continue  our  Friend  ; 
and  how  the  Ports  oi'Tufcany  may  be  difpofed  of  at  the  End 
of  the  prefent  War  it  is  impolTible  to  determine.  In  this  Cafe 
it  would  be  irapoffible  for  us  to  keep  a  fuperior  Squ^idron  in 
the  MeJiterraneaUy  it  would  be  dangerous  even  to  fend  any 
fuch  Squadron  thither,  becaufeour  capital  Ships  would  have 
no  Place  of  Safety  to  retire  to  in  cafe  of  a  Storm,  nor  any 
Place  to  refit  and  careen.  The  Bay  o£ Gi br alter y  fincc  the 
Spaniards  have  been  allowed  to  eredl  fuch  Works  upon  it,  is 
far  from  being  a  Place  of  Safety,  nor  can  any  capital  Ship  be 
careened  in  eitlier  of  the  Moles  there  ;  and  if  the  King  of 
Portugal  fliould  be  overawed  into  fuch  a  Neutrality,  as  to 
refufe  Admittance  into  his  Ports  for  any  Squadron  of  Ships 
of  War,  our  PoiFeffion  of  6'/7'n//;i//*  would  become  precarious  ; 
for  we  could  not  always  keep  a  fuperior  Squadron  there  for 
his  Defence,  and  the  Enemy  might  take  an  Opportunity,  in 
the  Winter  Time,  if  we  had  no  fuch  Squadron  there,  to  at- 
tack the  Place  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  and  might  carry  it  be- 
fore we  could,  at  that  Scafon  of  the  Year,  fend  a  Squadron 
from  hence  for  its  Relief;  fo  that  the  Prefervation  olGibral^ 

tar 
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tsr  depends  upon  our  preferving  Minorca  :    They  came  to-  An.  15.Geo.IL 
gcther,    and  they  will  certainly  go  together,  or  very  loon         1741 
ifter  one  another  ;  for  an  Adminiftration  that  will  negled 
die  one,    will  in  all  Probability  equally  negleft  the  other  ; 
nd  while  wc  prcferve  a  Superiority  at  Sea  in  the  MeMter- 
'-sjny   it   is  impoffible  we  fhould  lofe  either,  unlefs  it  be 
'^  the  Treachery,  Negledt,  or  Mifcondudl  of  our  Minifters. 

*  Their  Treachery,  my  Lords,  you  cannot  prevent,  but 
TOO  may  punifh  ;  and  you  may  prevent  any  fetal  EfFedl  from 
tbdr  Ncgleft  or  Mifconduft,  by  being  watchful  to  ccnfure 
ir  as  (bon  as  it  happens.  And  as  what  is  propofed  to  be  cen- 
fjred  by  this  Motion,  has  fomething  in  it  more  criminal 
tbxn  meer  Negleft  :  As  no  Officer  can  be  abfent  without 
Lenrc,  the  giving  of  that  Leave,  or  advifing  his  Majefty  to 
give  that  Leave  to  a  great  Number  of  them  at  a  Time, 
is  an  h.€t.  which  I  think  would  be  criminal  even  in  Time 
of  profband  Peace  ;  but  is  much  more  henioufly  fo,  at  a 
Time  when  we"  are  in  open  War  with  that  very  Nation 
^hich  lays  Claim  to  this  Ifland,  and  at  a  Time  when  that 
Tery  Nation  was  preparing  a  formidable  Embarkation  at 
die'Ptort  which  is  the  moft  convenient  of  anv  they  have, 
Lr  noaking  an  Invafion  upon  the  Ifland  of  Minorca. 

*  At  fhch  a  critical  Conjuncture,  my  Lords,  ^the  granting 
&  continuing  Leave  of  Abfence  to  any  one  Officer  belong- 
JL^  to  that  Garrifbn,  is  certainly  criminal ;  but  at  fuch  a 
TLTie  to  grant  or  continue  Leave  of  Abfence  to  fourteen 
OSccrs  out  of  nineteen,  is  what  can  be  excufed  by  nothing 
bt.t  a  Confeffion,  that  our  Minifters  had,  without  his  Ma- 
;ri"^'s  Authority,  entered  into  Treaty  with  his  Majefty*s 
Enemies,  and  bad  promifed  to  allow  them  to  fail  undifturbed 
to  attack  his  Majefty's  Allies  in  I/afyy  provided  they  en- 
ei^cd  not  to  attack  his  Majefty's  Ifland  of  Minorca,  This, 
1  xm  convinced,  is  a  Confelfion  which  our  chief  Mi nifter 
-  ill  t^e  care  not  to  make  :  He  certainly  muft  remember, 
*iut  to  meet  and  treat  with  an  Enemy,  in  a  Time  of  open 
\\  jlt,  "Without  any  Authority  from-the  Sovereign,  was  one 
cf  the  Articles  of  Impeachment  againft  the  Earl  of  ^.v/c)r^. 
-:^:c  finppofe  he  had  fnch  an  Authority,  I  wi)l  fay  it  was 
r.ighly  criminal  to  advife  his  Majefty  to  conclude  any  fuch 
r^^ty,   and   ftill   more  criminal  to  advife  his  Majefty   to 

T-iL^  u>  £ir  to  it,  as  to  leave  Minorca  at  fuch  a  Time  without 
15  flill  Complement  of  Officers  and  Soldiers  ;  for  fuppofe 
•.le  Ejiemy  had  broke  through  the  Engagement,  and  had 
^.,^11  Alinorca  in  their  Way  to  //<?/>',  w^ouid  your  Lordfliips 
.ive  allowed  any  Minifter  to  plead  their  Breach  of  Faith 
-  an  Ejccuie  for  his  ridiculous  Conduft  I 
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Aji.  15.  Geo.  U.      'I  fhall  grant,  my  Lords,  that  four  of  the  abfcnt  Officers 
»74'  belong  to   a  Fort  proje(5led  and  intended  to  have  been  built 

'in  the  Reign  of  the  late  Queen,  but  of  which  no  one  Stone  is 
yet  laid  ;    fo  that  thofe  Officers,  if  they   had  been  there, 
could  have  had  no  particular  Charge  to  take  Care  of;  but  as 
the  building  of  that  Fort,  I  mean  Fort  St,  Anncy  would  have 
added  greatly  to  the  Strength  of  that  Jfland,  according  to 
the  Opinion  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  who  has  been  cx- 
aminetl  at  your  Bar,  and,  indeed,  according  to  the  Opinion 
of  every  Man  of  common  Undcrftanding  that  has  ever  been 
there,  its  not  being  built,  nor  fo  much  as  begun,  in  ft>  many 
Years  after  its  being  firft  projected,  is,  in  my  Opinion,  fuch 
a  Negleifl,  that  it  feems  to  be  a  raanifcft  Proof  of  onr  Mini- 
Aers  having  had  an  Intention  to  furrender  that  Ifland  up  to 
the  Spaniards^  as  (bon   as  they  could  do  it  with  any  Safety 
to  themlelves.     Thank  God,   they  have  been  hitherto  dil- 
appointed  ;  but  I  cannot,   upon  this  Occafion,  avoid  obfcr- 
vm^  how  fond' onr  Minillersare  of  having  Places  and  Com- 
miffions  to  difpofe  of  among  iheir  Creatures  and  Tools  ;  for 
iho'  the  Defjgn  of  having  this  Fort  built  feems  for  many 
Years  to  have  been  entirely  laid  afide,  yet  they  have  taken 
Care  to  continue  in  Commiffion,  and  in  full  Pay,  a  Fort- 
Major,  an  Adjutant,  a  Surgeon,  and  a  Surgeon's  Mate  ;  and 
I  am,  indeed,   furprifcd,  that  they  never  took  it  into  their 
Heads  to  appoint  a  Lieutenant-Governor  of   this  invifi- 
fcle  Fort ;  for  it  would  have  been  a  good  Sine-Cure  Poft  for 
fome  of  their  Friends,  and  he  furely  might  have  lived  here 
at  home,  with  as  much  Safety  to  the  liland,  as  the  Lieute- 
nant-Governor of  Fort «''/. /^i////>,  which  is  a  Fort  now   in 
being,  having  been  built  by  the  Spaniards^  before  we    got 
Pollcflion  of  the  Ifland.     Of  what  Confequence  this  Lieute- 
nant-Governor may  be  to  the  Safety   of  that  Fort,  I  pro- 
fefs,  I  cannot  determine  ;  but   if  he   can  be  of  no  Confe- 
quence, I  am  furc,   the  Poll  ought  not  to   be  continued  a 
Charge  upon  the  Publick  ;  andiffnch  an  Officer  can   be  of 
any  Conlequencc  to  the  Safety  of  the  Place,  it  is  certainly    a 
great  Negle-'l  to  allow  him  to  be  ahfent  for  a  Number   of 
Years,    as  he  has  been  according   to  tie  hiformation  \  our 
Lordfhips  have  had  from  the  Gentleman  examined  at  ycur 
Bar. 

*  Among  the  many  other  Ne^ledls  that  have  appeared  *  n 
your  Lordfhips  Examination  of  this  Af}I<ir,I  cannot  concJi'dc* 
witliout  taking  Notice  of  the  bad  Diipcfition  the  JnhabJ  tr  nts 
feem  to  be  in.  The  Lientenant-GoveriiCr  of  the  Kl^^nd 
has  told  you,  that,  tho*  the  Inhabitants  of  the  If^und  be  nc^w 
inuch  richer  tlian  tliey  ever  were,  whilfi  under  the  Pomxnic.n 
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of  the  Spaniarifsy  yet,   in  his  Opinioti,  they  wouid  certainly  An.  15.  G«o.  II. 
join  the  Spafiicnh  in  cafe  they  /hould  invade  the  I/land.    As         1741. 
this,  my  Lords,  is  a  very  extraordinary  Circumflance,  it  muft  ' 
be  owing  eitlier  to  the  People's  thinking  themfelves  opprefled 
by  us,  or  to  their  continuing  bigotted  to  thcPopifliRcJigjon. 
If  to  the  former,  4t  (hews  a  very  great  Negledl  in  our  Ad- 
minlflration,  which  ought  certainly  to  take  Care  to  relieve 
the  People  from  every  Oppreflion  they  can  have  the  lead 
Reafbn  to  complain  of ;  and  if  it  be  owing  to  their  conti- 
nuing bigotted  to  the  Popifh  Religion,  this  likewife  muft  be 
owing  to  a  Negled  in  our  Adminiftration  ;  for  tho*  we  are, 
by  the  Treaty  oiUtretcht  between  Spain  and  us,  engaged  to 
permit  the  free  Ufe  of  the  Roman  CathoVtck  Religion  in  that 
liland,  yet  we  are  no  ways  engaged  not  to  take  Meafures  for 
converting  the  Inhabitants  to  the  Protcftant  Religion  ;  be- 
caafe  the  Claufe,  by  which  we  are  obliged  to  take  Meafures 
for  pre(erving  the  Roman  Cat  hoi:  ck  Religion   there,  has  this 
exprefs  Provifo  annexed  to  it.     *  Provided  the  fame  be  con- 
*  hAentwith  the  Civil  Government  and  Laws  o^  Great  Br}- 
'  tain  ;  '  which  every  Body  knows  it  is  not.     Therefore  we 
might  not  only  have  taken  Meafures  for  reforming  the  In- 
habitant?, but  we  might  have  fet  up  the  Church  o(  Enj^land 
as  the  cftablifhed  Religion  of  the  Ifland,  with  an  Indulgence 
to  R<man  Catholicks  as  to  tlie  free  U(e  of  their  Religion.     If 
ve  had  done  this,   and  had  taken  Care  to  have  able  Divines 
and  Preachers  among  them,  moft  of  the  Inhabitants  might 
by  this  Time  have  been  true   Members  of  the  Church  of 
England,  which  would  have  made  them  unite  heartily  with 
the  Garri/bn  againft  the  Spaniards,  inftead  of  joining   with 
them  ;  and  would  have  been  one  of  the  moft  effedual  Me- 
thods we  could  have  taken  for  fecuring  the  Pofleflion  of  that 
Ifland.     But  I  do   not  hear  that  we  ever  took  Care  to  have 
any  one  Proteftant  Preacher  among  them,  or  that  we  ever 
took  any  Method  for  converting  the  Inhabitants  to  ovir  own 
Keligion  ;   which  is  a  Neglc<5l  that  I  wonder  the  Reverend 
Bench  has  not  before  now  taken  Care  to  fee  reftified  ;  for  I 
mnft  look  upon  it  as  a  Reproach   upon  our  Religion  as  well 
as  upon  our  Politics. 

*  Thefe,  my  Lords,  and  many  others  which  Icould  men-* 
tion,  are  Neglcfls  or  Omiflions  which  very  much  affed  the 
Security  of  that  Ifland.  If  they  were  of  a  late  Date,  we 
might  have  fome  Hopes,  that  our  Minifters  would  of  them- 
felves  take  Care  to  re^ftify  them  in  Time  to  come  ;  but  they 
have  been  fo  long  continued,  and  fo  often  repeated,  that  we 
can  cxpe^  no  Amendment,  unlefs  we  enforce  it  by  a  Cen- 
corc  upon  fome  of  thofe  that  are  paft.     The  Negle<fl,  or  n- 
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An.  15.  Geo.  11.  ther  the  Fadl  mentioned   in.  the  firft  Part  of  this  Motion,  is 
174.1.  fo  evident,  and  lb  manifclHy  criminal,  that  it  cannot  be  de- 

nied, nor  can  it  be  excufed  any  other  Way  than  byconfef- 
fing  what  is  ftill  more  cruninal ;  therefore  1  cannot  fee  how 
your  Lordfliips  can  refble  to  pafs  a  Cenfure  upon  it.  The 
Cenfure  propofed,  moderate  as  it  is,  wiUjjrobably  prevent 
the  like  for  the  future, ,  and,  I  hope  it  \v8l  in  every  other 
Refpeil  make  our  prefent,  and  all  future  Minillers,  more 
careful  to  provide  for  the  Safety  of  this  Ifland,  which  is  of 
fuch  Importance  to  our  Trade  in  every  Part  olF  the  MfJifer- 
raneauy  and  conlequcntly  to  our  Trade  in  every  Part  of  the' 
World  ;  for  there  is  fucli  a  Connexion  between  the  feveral 
Branches  of  our  Trade,  that  no  one  of  them  can  be  loll  witli- 
out  doing  a  Prejudice  to  every  one  of  tlie  reft,  by  putting 
it  out  of  the  Power  of  our  Merchants  to  make  a  proper 
Sortment  of  the  Cargoes  they  lend  out  to  foreign  Markets, 
without  being  obliged  to  purchafe  feveral  of  the  Commodi- 
ties they  have  Occalion  for  at  the  fccond  or  third  Hand,  iii- 
llcad  of  purchaCng  them  at  the  firlt,  which  they  will  al- 
ways do  as  long  as  we  have  a  free  and  open  Trade  widi  every 
Part  of  the  World. 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  fpoke   to  tlie  following  Pur- 
pofe  : 

ar  wi  e.  ^  j  ^|^^jj  j.g^^Qy  admit,  that  the  Iflind  now  under  our 
Confideration,  is  of  conliderable  Importance  to  our  Trade, 
and  confequently  to  the  Riches  and  Strength  of  this  Nation  ; 
but  yet  I  muft  think,  that  the  Importance  of  it  has  been  a 
little  exaggerated  in  this  Debate  ;  lor  I  cannot  bo  of  Opini- 
on, that  without  having  Polleflion  of  this  Ifland,  v/e  could 
not  keep  G'tbraltary  nor  carry  on  any  Trade  in  tlic  Mediter^ 
rancan.  Before  we  had  Polfeliion  either  of  this  Ifland  or 
Gibraltar^  we  carried  on  as  extenilve  Trade,  I  believe,  in 
the  Mediterraneany  as  we  have  ever  done  lince  ;  and  tho' 
France  and  Spam  were  united  in  a  War  againft  us,  and  for 
fome  Time  in  Poflellion  of  the  two  Sicilies  as  well  as  the 
Ifland  o£  Minorca y  yet  we  preferved  our  Poflellion  ofGibral' 
tary  and  defeated  their  moll  vigorous  Efforts  againfl  it,  at  a 
Time  when  it  was  not  near  lb  well  fortified,  nor  fo  well 
provided  as  it  is  nov/.  Therefore,  my  Lords,  tho'  there  is 
good  Reafon  to  confldcr  the  ifland  of  Minorca  as  a  Place  of 
Importance,  yet  it  is  not  of  l^ach  Vaft  Importance  as  it  has 
been  reprefenteJ  in  this  Debate. 

^  Plowever,  my  Lords,  as  it  is  a  Place  of  Importance, 
gnd  as  the  Honour  as  well  as  Interefl  of  this  Kation  is  con- 
cerned 
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crnicd  in  its  Prefcrvation,  if  it  had  been  neglcfted,  and  that  An  15.  Geo,  IL 
Xegle^k  Ihould  be  laid  in  a  |Toper  Manner  before  this  Houle^         1741. 

I  i^ould  readily  join   in  ccnfuring  tliofe  Perfons  who,  upon  ' 

I  doc  Inquiry  and  foil  Proof,  fliould  appear  to  have  been 
^uiJry  of  that  Neglcil  ;  but  I  cannot  join  in  the  Cenfure 
ccw  propoled,  becaufe  I  am  not  convinced,  that  the  Place 
his  been  any  Way  negleded  ;  becaufe  I  do  not  think,  that 
thoie  Things  alledged  to  be  Negleds,  have  been  in  a  proper 
Mioner  laid  before  us  ;  and  bccaule  I  (hall  always  be  againfl 
-rneral  Cenfures,  on  account  of  their  loading  the  Innocent 
eqtully  with  the  Guilty.  With  regard  to  thofe  Things  that 
L\e  been  alledged  as  Ncgledts,  they  coniift,  I  think,  in 
kc-ping  fbmc  of  the  Regiments  too  long  there  ;  in  giving 
Lave  of  Abfcnce  to  too  many  Officers  at  a  Time .;  in  not 
hiving  before  this  Time  ere^cd  the  intended  Fort  called 
i/.  Anne  ;  and  in  not  having  taken  Meafures  for  converting 
rbe  Inhabitants  to  the  Proteflant  Kch'gion  ;  for  as  to  the 
Inhabitants  being  under  any  Sort  of  Oppreflion,  tho'   it  has 

ro  in(inuated  as  a  Prefumption,  no  particular  Adt  of  Op- 
pr€:'!]on  has,  I  think,  been  lo  much  as  alledged. 

*  Tho'  I  do  not  pretend  to  underfland  much  of  the  Mili- 
MT,-vet  as  I  muft  examine  into  it,  fb  far  as  I  am  able,  be- 
J«:<re  I  can  form  my  Judgment,  or  give  my  Vote  in  this 
^^dlion,  I  Ihall  beg  Leave  to  examine  thefc  Icveral  Inftan- 

rsof  ycgleft  :  And  in  theCourfe  of  that  Examination  I 
'j-Ai  endeavour  to  fhew  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  no  one  of 

H.n  has  been  properly  and  fully  laid  before  this  Houfe. 
'  Idi  regird  to  the  keeping  of  fome  of  the  Regiments  fo 
-■^g  upon  the  Ifland,  I  really  do  think,  and  lam  in  Chari- 
~  tound  to  believe,  that  it  has  always  proceeded  from  a 
•■  .r,  budablc  Defign,  a  Defign  to  favc  the  publick  Money ; 
'  li  not  from  any  Negligence,  much  lefs  from  a  Defign  to 
'  -po^t  the  Ifland  to  any  Danger  of  being  delivered  up  to  the 
..seTTiY.  We  all  know,  that  the  tranfporting  of  a  Regiment 
t J .  uin-^rcjy  and  bringing  another  from  thence,  'mu(T  at  all 
'uaes  be  attended  with  a  very  great  Expence  to  the  Pub- 
^:k,  which  if  poflible  ought  certainly  to  be  faved  ;  and  the 
-?L*^crcacc  between  a  Soldier's  ferving  at  home,  where  he 
«-:.:  leldom  or  never  the  Pleafu re  of  feeing  any  of  his  Friends 

r  Hrlaiions,  and  his  ferving  in  AUnorcay  is  not,  I  think,  fo 

'-Jt  as  to  make  it  an  infutterable  Hardfhip  upon  a  Regi- 
.  -at,  to  keep  it  continually,  or  for  a  great  Number  of 
iciTs,  in  Alirurca;  at  leafl  it  will  never  be  thought  fuch  a 

brdlhip  by  m  Soldiers  as  tooccafion  their  mutinying  and 
*  Erring  the  Ifland  up  to  the  Enemy,  whereby  they  would 
indt  all  Hopes  of  ever  returning  to,  or  being  provided  for 

by 
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An.  15.  Geo.  n.  by  their  native  Country,  even  after  their  being  grown  oU 
>74'.         and  decrepid,  which  they  are  (ure  of,  if  they  ferve  out  their 
"^  Timev:*ih  FiJcJitv  and  Courage. 

'  This  Confideration,  my  Lords,  vill  always  fccure  the 
Ifland  againft  any  Danqcr  I'rcm  a  Mutiny  amongft  the  Soldi- 
ers, even  fuppofing  the  Re^irn^nts  now  there  were  never  to 
be  rellev-?^  ;  aud  as  to  tlieir  being  thereby  induced  to  make 
but  a  faint  Rcfilhnce  in  Cafe  of  an  Attack,  I  hope,  we  may 
depend  upon  our  being  (ecured  a^^ainft  this  Event  by  the  na- 
tural Courage  of  our  Men,  and  their  general  Averiion  to  the 
Charafter  oiF  a  Coward.  But  we  have  another  Security  a- 
gainll  this  Event,  which  is  the  l^niibment  both  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  might  be  fubje£led  to,  by  the  Martial  Law, 
upon  their  returning  to  their  own  Country,  either  by  being 
redeemed  during  the  Continuance  of  the  War,  or  by  d:eir 
returning  upon  the  ConduCon  of  a  Peace  ;  for,  I  hope,  it 
will  not  be  (aid,  that  we  cannot,  in  this  as  well  as  in  other 
Countries,  puniih  both  Officers  and  Soldiers  for  Cowardice 
or  Neglea  of  Duty. 

*  As  for  the  Imbances  of  5k>ldiers  maiming  thenifelves, 
or,  perhaps,  (hooting  themfelvcs  through  the  Head,  many 
of  the(e  Inftances  may  have  proceeded  from  their  beine 
tired  of  the  Service,  or  from  their  conceiving  fome  Difguil 
at  their  Commanding  Officer,  as  well  as  from  their  Defpair 
at  being  continued  (b  long  in  that  Ifland  ;  for  as  in  that 
Kland  there  is  no  Po(fibility  of  de(erting,  the  Irk(bmnefs  they 
are  under,  or  the  Difguft  they  have  conceived,  muft  ope- 
rate ftrongly  upon  their  Minds,  and  may  often  produce  fuch 
cruel  Elfeds.  Even  here  at  Plome  if  there  were  no  PolTibi- 
lity  of  De(ertin^,  I  make  no  doubt  but  we  (hould  often  hear 
of  fdch  Maimings  and  Scif-murders.  In  this  I  am  confirmed 
by  the  many  Inftances  we  have  of  De(ertion  here  at  home, 
notwidiftanding  the  fcvere  Penalty  that  attends  it;  for  a  Fel- 
low tJiat  will  rifle  being  fnot  for  De(ertion,  rather  than  con- 
tinue longer  in  the  Service,  or  longer  under  the  Command 
of  fuch  an  Officer,  would  very  probably  (hoot  himftlf 
throu.'jh  the  Head,  or  by  Maiming  render  himfclf  unfit  for 
the  Service,  if  he  found  there  was  no  Polfibiiity  of  De(crt- 
ing.  Thefc  arc  Inconveniences  which  muft  be  endured, 
becaufe  they  cannot  be  prevented  ;  for  furely  our  Govern- 
inent  is  not  to  give  a  Soldier  Leave  to  dfaw  his  Dif- 
charge,  wJ^cnevcr  he  is  pleafed  to  become  tired  of  the  Ser- 
vice, or  to  conceive  any  Difguft  againft  his  ©fficer  ;  and 
much  Icfs  are  they  to  put  the  Publick  to  the  Expence  or 
bringing  a  Regiment  home  from  J\Ih':rcay  and  (ending  ano- 
ther in  in  its  Place,  whenever  any  of  the  Soldiers  conceive  an 

Avcrfion 


(    91    ) 
AFcrCon  to  the  Service,  to  their  Officers,  or  to  tlic  Place  An.  15.  Geo.  II 
vhere  they  are.  _IZtL 

*  My  Lords,  we  have  feveral  Regftnents  and  Independent 
Companies  in  America ,  and  very  probably  we  may,  for  the 
fiitare,  be  obliged  to  keep  more  tiiere  than  we  have  ever 
done  heretofore  :  Is  there  not  the  fame  Kcalbn  lor  relieving 
t&o(e  Regiments  and  Independent  Companies,  by  lending 
others  in  their  Stead  from  Time  to  lime,  tliat  diere  is  for 
relieving  the  Regiments  in  Garrifon  at  Minorca  ?  I  believe 
it  will  be  allowed,  that  die  Service  is  as  hard  and  dangerous 
and  much  more  inconvenient  in  every  Part  oi  A^nenca^  than 
it  is  in  Minorca  ;  but  it  would  be  fo  inconvenient,  and  fo 
expcnlive  to  tho^i.blick,  to  give  our  Army  their  Turn  of 
Dcty  upon  luck  fcrvice,  that  no  Man,  I  believe,  will  ever 
pretend,  it  oi.gh*or  can  be  done  ;  and  therefore  it  muft  be 
allowed  as  im  eltablifhed  Maxim,  that  every  Man  lliat  inlifb 
in  the  Army,  is  patiently  to  fubnut  to  his  i-ot,  and  to  ferve 
in  any  Part  of  the  World  where  the  Regiment  or  Company 
in  wtuch  he  engages,  is  appointed  to  icrve  by  our  Govern- 
ment ;  and  he  is  to  ierve  tliere  as  long  as  our  Govern- 
ment ihall  think  fit  to  continue  in  that  j^lace  the  Regiment 
or  Company  to  which  he  belongs. 

*  But  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  it  were  a  Fault  to  continue  a 
Regiment  for  a  great  Number  of  Years  upon  Duty  in  Mi- 
n:.rca  :  buppofe  it  were  fuch  a  Fault  as  ought  to  be  cenfu- 
rcd  by  this  Houfe,  nnlefs  fome  good  Realbns  could  be  given 
for  fhewing  that  it  was  unavoidable  j  yet  furely  fome  inch 
Reaibns  may  be  given  :  We  qannot  fuppofe  tlie  Thing  im- 
pciHble  ;  and  therefore  I  muft  think  the  Affair  has  not 
been  brought  before  us  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  enable  us  to 
Ibrm  any  Judgment,  much  lefs  to  pafs  any  Cenfurc  upon  it ; 
for  iUrely  we  ought  to  have  had  the  Secretary  at  VVar  be- 
fore us,  or  fuch  Perfons  as  could  left  inform  us,  what  were 
tite  Reaibns  for  keeping  thofe  Regiments  fo  long  in  that 
Place* 

*  Thus,  I  hope,  I  have  made  it  appear  to  your  Lord- 
&3ps,  that  the  keeping  of  the  fame  Regiments  for  a  Num- 
ber of  Years  in  fvUnorcay  is  eitlier  no  Fault,  or  not  as  yet 
brought  b<  fore  us  in  a  proper  Manner  ;  and  as  to  giving 
Leave  of  Abfence  to  too  great  a  Number  of  Officers  at  a 
Time,  1  believe  the  Cafe  will  appear  in  much  the  fame 
Light.  I  ihall  grant,  tliat  to  give  Le::vc  to  too  great  a 
>:i!Tjber  of  thofc  Officers  that  arc  ah  olutcly  neccflary  for 
:":e  . /:  -Vnce  of  tlic  Garrifon,  to  be  abfcT.t  at  one  and  the 
1  r-.t:  f  >-%  wouIJ  be  a  very  great  Fault  ;  but  that  this  has 
tvcr  t  -"  .    v.one,  I  think,  there  is  at  prcfent  no  Proof  before 
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An.  15.  Geo.  II  us;  and  as  I  really  think  the  Metliod  offlating  the  Faft 
'74^'  *  in  the  firft  Part  of  this  Motion  a  little  captious,  I  think  it 
inconliltent  with  the  DTgnity  of  this  Houfe  to  agree  to  it. 
There  is  a  great  Number  of  Officers  belonging  to  the  Gar- 
rilbn  and  Troops  in  Minorca  ;  for  what  I  know  their  Num- 
ber may  amount  to  near  300:  And  therefore  I  do  not  think, 
it  quite  fair  to  ftate  the  Fa6t  as  it  is  in  the  Motion,  that 
out  of  nineteen  Officers  there  are  but  five  prefent.  Why, 
my  Lords,  is  the  Number  nineteen  mentioned  as  if  that  were 
die  whole  Number  ofOfficers  belonging  to  the  Place  ?  It 
would  have  been,  I  think,  more  fair  to  have  mentioned 
the  whole  Number  ofOfficers  belonging  to  the  Garrifon  and 
Troops,  and  the  whole  Number  abfent.  *  If  the  Faft  had 
been  ftated  in  this  Method,  the  Proportion  between  the 
Number  abfent  and  the  Number  prefent  would  not  have 
appeared  near  fo  great  :  It  would  have  appeared  that  the 
Number  prefent  was  vaflly  greater  than  tlie  Number  ab- 
fent ;  and  from  thence  one  may  fee  the  Reaibn  why  the 
Fadt  has  been  dated  as  it  now  appears  upon  the  Face  of 
this  Quellion,  which  is,  in  my  Opinion,  a  very  ftrong  Rea- 
ion  why  your  Lordfhips  fhould  not  agree  to  it. 

*  But  now,  my  Lords,  with  regard  to  thofe  Officers  who 
have  been  proved  at  your  Bar  to  be  abfent ;  there  is  not 
one  of  them  whofe  Prcfence  feems  to  me  to  be  abfolutely 
necedary  for  tlie  Defence  of  the  Place  ;  and  if  it  fhould 
be  attacked,  I  believe,  it  would  be  fuCcefsftiUy  defended, 
tho*  no  one  of  them  fhould  be  able  to  get  thither  during 
the  whole  Time  of  the  Attack.  The  Gentleman  who  has 
now  the  Command,  is  a  Brigadier-General  and  Colonel  of 
a  Regiment  in  your  Service,  and  is  a  Gentleman  of  an  efta- 
blifhed  Ghara6i:er  both  as  to  his  Honour  and  Military  Know- 
ledge ;  fo  that  the  Place  could  no  way  fufFer  by  the  Ab- 
fenceof  its  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor  ;  and  the 
Places  of  all  the  reft  are  fupplied  by  Deputies,  or  by  other 
Officers,  who  have  done  and  can  do  the  Bufinefs  equally 
well  as  if  they  thenifelvcs  were  prefent  upon  the  Spot. 

'  The  Leave  of  Abfence  therefore  given  to  thefe  Offi- 
cers, cannot,  be  look'd  on  as  any  Fault,  and  much  lefs  de- 
ferring your  Lordfhips  Genfure ;  but  fiippofe  there  were 
more  of  the  Officers  abfent  than  there  are;  our  Superiority 
at  Sea  will  always  be  an  Excufe  for  indulging  thofe  Officers 
with  Leave  of  Abfence,  whofe  Health  or  private  Affairs  re- 
quire their  Prcfence  at  home ;  for  while  we  retain  tliis  Su- 
periority at  Sea,  it  will  always  be  in  your  Power  to  fend 
them  back  as  fbon  as  we  find  it  ncceifary  ;  and  if  ever  we 
fhould  be  fo  unfortunate  as  to  lofe   tlus  Superiority,    the 
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Prcfcncc  of  our  Officers  would  be  of  little  Service  :  It  would  An.  15.  Geo.  II. 
contribute  on1^  to  increafe  the  Triumph  of  our  Enemies         1741. 
and  the  Difgrace  of  our  Country  ;  for  it  would  be  impoffi- 
blc  for  us  to  prelerve  the  PoftcflicJn  of  that  liland  ;    and 
therefore,  if  we  fhould  ever  happen  to  be  in  fuch  an  unfor- 
tunate Situation,  inftead  of  fending  the  abfent  Officers  thither 
I  fhould  be  for  deferting  the  Ifland,  and  calling  home   as 
loon  as  poflible  both  the  Officers  and  Men  we  happened  then 
to  have  upon  that  Ifland  ;   for  in  fuch  a   Cafe,  we  fhould 
have  Occasion  for  all  our  Officers  and  all  our  Men  for  de- 
finding  our  laft  Stake  the  Ifland  of  Great  Britain. 

*  I  find,  my  Lords,  it  has  been  infilled  on  in  this  De- 
bate, as  a  great  Aggravation  of  the  Crime,  that  Leave  of 
Abience  has  been  granted  or  continued  to  fb  many  Officers 
2t  2L  Time  when  we  are  in  open  War  againft  Spain,  My 
Lords,  if  we  confider  that  we  have  a  Squadron  in  the 
MgUtcrransan  fuperior  to  any  the  Enemy  can  fit  out  to  Sea, 
and  that  we  fhould  always,  I  hope,  have  fuch  a  Squadron 
there  at  fuch  a  Time,  we  muft  conclude,  that  we  may  al- 
ways depend  more  fccurcly  upon  the  Ifland  of  Minorca's  not 
bdng  attacked  in  Time  of  War,  than  we  can  depend  upon 
its  not  being  attacked  in  Time  of  profound  Peace,  when 
^  e  have  no  Tuch  Squadron  in  the  Me-iitei^ranean  ;  and  there- 
for^, if  it  were  really  true,  and  fully  proved,  that  Leave 
cf  Abfence  had  been  unneceffarily  granted  and  continued  to 
too  great  a  Number  of  Officers,  its  being  a  Time  of  War 
vaaid  be  an  Extenuation  rather  than  an  Aggravation  of 
tSat  Crime  ;  fo  that  this  Circumflcnce  ought  to  make  us 
the  more  cautious  q|  proceeding  to  a  Genfure  of  fuch  Con- 
<fuct. 

*  But  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  it  had  been  made  appear,  that 
all  the  abfent  Officers  are  neceflary  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Pi  ice,  or  that  if  it  had  been  attacked,  it  would  have^  run  a  RHIv 
r>F  being  lofl,  by  the  Abfence  of  fuch  a  Number  of  them  ; 
yef  before  you  can  proceed  to  Ccnfure,  you  ought,  I  think, 
to  have  tlie  (everal  Leaves  laid  before  you  and  the  Rcafons 
fcr  granting  or  continuing  every  one  of  them  ;  for  if  the 
Hedih  of  the  Officers  was  fuch  that  their  Prefcnce  could 
have  been  of  no  Signification,  the  granting  them  Leave  of 
Abfence  can  be  imputed  to  no  Man  as  a  Crime  ;  there- 
f  j€"e»  I  iliink,  it  is  evidfcnt,  that  tills  AiTair  has  not  as  yet 
'*»een  laid  before  you  in  fuch  a  proper  Manner,  as  can  war- 
rant yoor  Cenfiiring  the  Condudt  of  our  Miniflers  in  this 
Kefpea. 

*  I  come  next,  my  Lords,  to  confider  the  Complaint  a- 
::iafi  the  Condu^  of  our  Miniilers,  in    not  having  cre*.'^- 
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An.  15.  Geo.  II.  ed  and  finifliM  the  intended  Fort  called  St  Anne\  and  here, 
'74i»  indeed,  I  fhould  have  been  very  much  furpriied,  if  any 
Cenibre  had  been  propofed  ;  for  we  have  nothing  before 
us  relathig  to  it,  but  tiie  Opinion  of  one  (ingle  Gentleman. 
His  Opinion  I  have,  indeed,  a  very  great  Regard  for  ;  but 
even  his  Opinion  goes  no  farther  than  to  fav,  that  it  would 
render  the  Conqueft  of  the  Ifland  more  difficult  for  an  in- 
vading Enemy,  becaufe  they  muft  bring  a  greater  Force 
againil  it,  in  which  every  iMan  muft  concur  with  liim  ;  for 
the  more  Fortifications,  and  the  greater  Number  of  Troops 
we  have  there,  the  Conqueft  will  certainly  be  the  more  dif- 
ficult for  an  invading  Enemy.  Bqt  this  is  not  theQuefUon  : 
The  Queflion  is,  whether  the  Forts  and  Troops  we  have 
there,  are  lufHcient  for  defending  the  Ifland,  or  at  leaft  the 
Town  of  PortrndhoHy  againfl  fuch  a  {isall  Force  as  may  be 
carried  there  at  unaware?,  till  we  have  Time  to  fend  a 
Squa.iron  from  hence  with  a  fufficient  Force  for  its  Relief. 
If  this  be  the  Cafe,  our  Minifters  have  been  in  the  Right 
not  to  put  the  Nation  to  the  Expence  of  creding  any  new 
Forts  ;  but  this  is  a  Qiieftion  we  cannot  now  determine:  For 
this  Pjjrpofe  we  ought  certainly  to  have  an  exaft  Plan  of  the 
Iftind,  with  all  its  Fortifications,  laid  before  us,  and  we 
ou;-Tht  to  ex.imine  feycral  Otficers  and  Engineers  that  have 
been  there,  in  order  to  have  their  feveral  Opinions,  and  the 
Reafons  given  by  each  Man  for  his  Opinion.* 

*  And  funpofe,  my  Lords,  that  upon  fuch  an  Examina- 
tion it  fhould  appear,  that  the  finifhing  of  Fort  St  Anne  was 
a  Work  that  was  extremely  ncccfTary  for  the  Security  of  the 
Iflind  even  ajainft  a  fuJden  and  unforefeen  Invafion,  yet 
our  Minitlcrs  mii^ht  ftill  have  a  veiy  good  F.xcnfe  for  defer- 
ring to  put  the  Nation  to  that  Expence  ;  becaufe  they  have 
been  of  late  Years  fo  m'ich  oppofcd  by  a  ftrong  Party  in  Par- 
liament, and  every  \rticle  ofpublick  Expence  fo  much  mi f- 
rcprefentcJ  to  the  People,  that  1  do  not  wonder  at  their  hav- 
ing been  fliy  of  adiing  to  that  Kxpence,  by  any  new  Under- 
takings at  a  Place  fo  diftant  as  Minorca  ;  (o  that  if  the 
Ifland  fhould  be  loft  for  want  of  fuch  additional  Fortifica- 
tions, thofe  who  Teem  to  be  the  Advocates  for  this  Motion, 
Mould  have  more  Reafon  to  cenfure  their  own  (-ondu(^,  than 
they  coiiL!  have  for  ceafuring  the  Condudl  of  our  Minifters.* 

*  The  laft  Complaint,  my  Lords,  I  have  to  take  Notice 
of,  is  that  which  relates  to  our  not  having  taken  Meafurcs 
k'^T  converting  the  Inhahitants  of  Minorca  to  our  own  Reii- 
tion.  If  this  could  have  been  done,  I  fhall  grant,  it  would 
have  been  a  very  dcfirahle  Thinp; ;  but  I  never  heard  that 
tlic  Minifters  in  any  Country  fct  themfelvcs  up  as  Reformers 

of 
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of  Religion,  and  much  Icfs  that  they  were  ever  cenfur'd  for  An.  15.  Geo«I], 
7:or  doing  fo.     Befidcs,  I  cannot  really  at  prelent  take  upon        J 74' 
se  to  determine,  how  far  this  would  have  been  confiitcnt  ^ 
r  :th  our  Engagements  in  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,     I  know,  1 
i:  is  inconhltent  with   the  Civil  Government  and  Laws  of/ 
i.-:;2t  Britain^   to  take  Meafures  for  preferving  the  Roman 
Czihclick  Religion  in  any  Part  of  this  Ifland;  but  I  doubt  A 
of  its  being  inconfiftcnt,  either  witli  our  Civil  Government  or  I 
Laws,  to  preierve  that  Religion  in  the  Ifland  of  Minorca.) 
We  have  made  no  Law,  I  think,  againft  Papifts,  fince  we 
got  Pofleifion  of  that  Ifland,  and  I  do  not  at  prefent  recol-*\ 
La  any  Law  made  before  that  Time,  that  forbids  our  pi*- J 
i>rv:ng,    or  even  eftabliftiing  the  Roman  Cafhotick  Religion* 
is  any  new  Conqueft  we  might  make.     Therefore,  if  we  hadi 
i:ken  Mcafares  for  rcfoi-ming  the  Inhabitants  of  that  ifland,  I 
ind   rooting  the  Roman  Culbolkk  Religion  out  of  it,  which' 
iFoold  have  been  the  Confequence  of  converting  all  the  Inha-*] 
bitants  to  our  own  Religion,  the  Spanijh  Court  would  have  I 
bad  fome  Retdbn  to  charge  us  with  a  Breach  of  Faith,  and/ 
2  forfeiture  of  our  Right  to  that  Ifland,  by  a  Breach  of  the  I 
Condition  upon  which  it  was  yielded  to  us.* 

*  To  this  I  muft  add,  my  Lords,  that  if  we  confider  the 
n-taraJ  Obftinacy  of  the  Spaniards ^  and  their  firm  Attach- 
nent  to  their  own  Religion,  we  fliall  find  great  Keafon  to 
qudlion,  whether  we  could  have  met  with  any  Succefs  in 
mis  converting  Scheme;  and  if  we  had  met  with  little  or  no 
>-ccefs,  the  Attempt  would  have  entirely  alienated  the 
Miads  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  would  have  made  them  more 
hnd  of  returning  under  the  Dominion  of  ^y/^^/zw,  than  atpre- 
f-nc  we  can  iuppolc  tliem  to  be ;  fo  that  if  our  Minifters  had 
rude  any  fnch  Attempt,  (which  by  the  bye  muft  have  put 
=£  to  a  good  deal  of  Expence,  and  had  met  with  little  or  no 
i^ccefs  in  that  Attempt,  which  in  all  Probability  would  have 
jecn  the  Cafe)  I  am  convinced,  the  QiicfHon  now  before 
vj.  T.-ocld  have  been,  to  cenfurc  their  Condii<5l:  for  having 
:ill£cated  the  Minds  of  the  People  of  Minorca ^  by  entering 
cpon  fnch  a  Chimerical  Undertaking.' 

*  I  hope,  my  Lords,  I  have  now  fhewn  that  there  is  no 
t'lid  Ground  for  the  Cenfure  proposM  by  this  Motion,  nor 
fbr  any  of  the  other  Complaints  that  have  been  made  againft 
trc  Conduct  of  our  Adminiiiration,  with  f<etJaid  to  the 
iQtAnd  oi  Minorca ',  but  fuppofc  it  were  otiienviie,  I  fliould 
b»^  againft  fuch  a  general  Cenfurc  as  is  pronofrd  by  the  Qiic- 
iL'on  now  before  us.  If  there  luis  been  any  >at!c(ft:  if 
ri:?re  has  been  any  Fault,  or  any  Crime  coujmitteJ,  fc^mo 
particular  Pcrfoas  jiiuft  be  gulky.     Let  us  enter  into  a  ilvki 
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An.  x5.Geo,  H  Inquiry  :  Let  us  call  the  fufpeded  Perfons  before  us,  that 
y^  'Z*^^         they  may  have  an  Opportunity  to  anfwer  for  themiclves  ; 
*     '"      and  if  they  can  neither  juftify  nor  excu(e  their  Conduct,  let 
us  cenfure,  let  us  punifh  them  according  to  their  Deferts. 
By  tliis  Means  our  Cenfure  or  Punifhment  wiH  fall  where  it 
ought,  upon   the  Guilty  alone  ;  and   the  Characters    of  the 
Innocent  will  be  clcar'd  from  Sulpicion.     Thefe  are  the  two 
Ends  we  ought  to  propofe  in  all  our  Inquiries  ;  whereas  by 
the  general  Cenfure   now  propofed,  the  Guilty  may  efcape 
that  Punifl)ment  they  deferve,  and  the  Innocent  will  be  load- 
ed with  a  Sufpicion  of  having  negleded  the  Honour  and  In- 
tereft  of  thei  r  Country. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  if  we  were  to  enter  into  fuchan  Inqui- 
ry as  1  have  mentioned,  we  ought  to  conCder  the  Times  we 
are  in,  and  the  ticklifh  Situation  tliofe  that  are  at   the  Head 
of  our  Affairs  muft  always  be  in.     A  general  Relaxation   of 
^i^  ^ULSL^^^H  government,  or  at  leafl  of  that  fevere  Difcipline  which    is 
J  /  jL      J^cp'  "p  In   arbitrary  Countries,  feems  at  prefent  to  be  the 

Cf.  x^uyh*-^  ^cA<*  ,  reigning  Vice  in  this  Kingdom  ;  and  conlidering  the  Mature 
^  ■  ^vMi^-c^Lf-A^ikfi^^^^  Conftitution,  it  is  very  difficult  for  our  Miniflers  to 
^Hh^  yy^  feftify  or  put  a  Stop  to  it.     They  muft  have  the  Concur- 

f^^f^t^i^jL^Crl^  ^i/^"^^^^^^^^  ^^ry  numerous  Affemblies  in  all  their  Meafures  : 
'^^  /    'They  mult  have  the  good  Will  of  both  thofe  Affemblies, 

•  ^         or,  at  leaft,  of  a  Majority  in  each,  even  for  their  own  Sale- 
{i4u^€4re4,  jy  ^j^j  Prote<5lion  ;    and  therefore  they  muft  be  extremely 

^A^     i<  -— '  i/i-i'^:  c^^t|o"s  of  difobliging  ^ny  Man  that  has  a  Vote  in  either  of 
^^^^^  *  thofe  Allemblies,  or   a  great  Intereft  at  any  Election .      If 

^l^L^Cf  b.  S^^         '^^y  refufe  any  fuch  Man  an  Indulgence  when  he  thinks   it 
^  f\  ^y     ^     may  be  granted  with  Safety  to  the  Publick;  if  they  impofe 

J/ J*    ^  ^^^''  ^^*  upon  him  any  morecxadl  or  fevereDifcipline  tjian  he  thinks 
/     •  /  neceflary  for  the  puhlick  Service,  he  looks  upon  it  as  a  per? 

•  r^^C,  fonal  Injury,  and  from  that  iMomcnt  rcfolvcs  to  join  with 

the  Oppofltion  both  in  Parliiment  and  at  Elections.  There- 
fore if  our  Minillers  do  connive  a  little  at  Things,  which  in 
an  arbitrary  Government  would  be  look'don  as  Neglcds  of 
Duty:  If  they  do  advife  his  Mrrjcfty  to  grant  fome  fuch  In- 
dulgences as  might fafely,  and  svoukl  certainly  be  denied  b}' 
an  Abfolute  Monarch,  fuch  Complaifunce  ought  not  in  them 
to  be  look'd  on  as  criminal.  It  is  an  Inconvenience  nccclla- 
rily  attending  our  happy  Conftitution,  and  an  Inconvenience 
which  they  muft  fubmit  to,  for  the  Sake  of  carrying  on  the 
neceffary  Ends  of  Government,  as  well  as  for  their  own  Safe- 
ty and  Protecftion, 

'  When  we  confider  thefe  Things,  my   Lords,  1  do  not 
think,   we  can  fuppofe,  there  has   been  any  ISegleft,   with 
regard  to  the  Ifland  of  Minorca ^  that  defcrvcs  a  Parliamen- 
tary 
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taiy  Inquiry,  mucli  lefs  a  ParJiamentary  Cenfure ;    and  as  An.  15.  Geo.  11. 
-we  have  had  no  fufficient  previous  Inquiry,  for    giving  a  »74i 

Foundation  to  fuch  a  Ccnfurc  as  is  propofed   by  this  Moti-  ^'  ■"/■•^ 
on,  I  hope,  your  Lordihips  will  join  with  me  in  putting  a 
>iegalive  upon  the  Motion.  ' 

The  Eirl  of  CheflerfieU  Rood  up,  and  fpokeas  follows  : 
My  Lords  y 

'  I  am  very  much  furprifed,  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  ^ 

ihoiild  fpfar  millake  the  Intention  of  this  Motion,  and  thc^*^'^^*^^^ 
nfual  Method  of  proceeding  in  this  Houfe,  as  he  feems  to 
do  in  what  be  has  been  pTeafed  to  fay  upon  the  SubjeA. 
The  Motion  now  before  us  is  not  intended  as  a  Cenfure  upon 
Peiibns,  either  in  General  or  Particiilar  ;  and  if  your  Lord-- 
fliips  intend  to  make  any  proper  Inquiry  into  this  Aifa'r^ 
what  is  now  propofed  is  abfolutely  necelfary  as  a  previous 
Step  to  that  Inquiry  ;  for  as  the  Charader  of  the  Fad  is 
a  iittk  doubtful,  I  mean  as  to  its  being  culpable  or  no,  it 
Is  abfolutely  neccifary  your  Lordftups  fhouid  determine  this 
Qocftion,  before  any  I*ord  can  ftand  up  in  his  Place,  and 
propofe  a  regular  Inquiry  into  it.  Surely  your  Lord fhips 
woald  not,  nor  can  any  Lord  propofc  youfliould,  give  your- 
felves  the  Trouble  to  enquire  into  a  Fad,  which,  in  your 
Opinion,  is  not  in  the  lead  culpable,  even  tho*  it  (hould 
appear  to  be  true  in  every  Particular,  and  fhouid  be  brought 
home  to  the  Door  of  its  true  Father.  The  Inquiry  hither-- 
to  made,  has  only  been  to  know,  whether  fuch  a  Fad  really 
exifled  :  By  that  Inquiry  you  find  it  does  )  You  have  had  it 
fully  proved  by  the  Papers  upon  the  Table,  and  by  the  Ex-* 
amination  of  a  Gentletoan  at  your  Bar,  whofe  Knowledge,  v 
Honour,  or  Veracity,  \  dare  fay,  not  one  of  your  Lordfhips 
will  qudHon;  and  now  fbme  Lords  in  this  Houfe,  of  whom 
I  am  proud  of  being  one,  who  think  this  Fad  highly  cul- 
pable, defire  by  this  Motion  to  know,  if  your  Lordftiips 
are  of  the  fame  Opinion.  If  your  Lordfhips  join  with  us 
ID  Opinion^  with  relation  to  this  Fa6t  and  ibmc  others  that 
hdvc  been  mentioned,  to  be  fure  the  next  Step  will  be  a 
Motion  for  a  regular  Inquiry  into  the  whole  Affair,  in  or- 
der to  find  out  the  Perfons  who  have  been  guilty  of  fuch 
dangerous  Negleds ;  and  if  they  can  no  Way  juftify  them- 
Iclvcs,  I  hope,  your  Lordfhips  will  proceed  a  little  farther 
than  a  bare  Cenfure  upon  their  Condud. 

^  Having  thus,  my  Lords,  dated  in  a  fur  and  clear  Light 
the  true  Defign,  and  the  Neceflity  of  this  Motion,  I  muft 
next  remove  the  Objedion  made  by  the  learned  Lord,  of 
hs  being  captious  and  unfair  to  ftate  t\\t  Afhir  in  the  Man- 
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An.  15.  Geo.n.  «cr  in  which  it  is  ftated  in  this  Motion  ;  for  upon  due  Con- 
1741.  fideration  it  will  appear^  that  to  have  flated  it  in  any  other 
^  Manner  would  have  been  unfair,  and  would  have  bred  Con- 
fiilion.  In  every  Garrifon,  my  JLords,  there  are  two  Sorts 
of  Officers,  one  of  which  properly  belong  to  the  Place,  and 
the  other  to  the  Troops  upon  Duty  in  that  Garrifon.  The 
former  always  remain,  or  at  leau  ought  to  remain  in  the 
Place,  whereas  the  others  are  often  removing  and  chang- 
ing ;  becaufe  the  Regiments  they  belong  to  are  ibmetimes 
in  one  Garrifon,  and  fometimes  in  another.  As  the  Condi- 
tion of  thefe  two  Sorts  of  Officers  is  very  different,  it  would 
therefore  have  been  both  unfair  and  irregular  to  have  con- 
founded them  together  in  one  Motion,  and  would  certainly 
have  been  moflreafonably  objeAed  to.  For  this  Reifbn  it 
was  thought  neceifary  to  confider  them  diftindUy  ;  and  as 
our  Inquiry  relates  to  Minorca,  it  was  certainly  right  to  be- 
gin with  that  Sort  of  Officers  which  properly  belong  to  that 
Ifland.  Of  this  Sort  there  are  nineteen y  and  of  diefe  nineteen 
we  find  there  are  no  lefs  than  fourteen  abfent.  This  is 
the  Reaibn  for  flating  the  Faft  as  it  is  in  the  Motion,  and 
I  appeal  to  your  Lordfhips,  if  it  could  fairly  and  regularly 
have  been  flated  in  any  other  Manner.  If  your  Lordfliips 
agree  to  this  Motion,  it  may  then  be  proper  to  confider  how 
many  Officers  are  abfent,  and  how  many  Men  are  wanting, 
in  the  Regiments  upon  Duty  there ;  but  if  your  Lord- 
fhips do  not  think  it  blame-worthy  to  allow  fourteen  Officers 
out  oi nineteen  to  be  abfent  at  fuch  a  critical  Time,  that  is  to 
fay,  if  vou  do  not  agree  to  this  Motion,  I  am  fure,  I  fhall 
not  defireto  trouble  you  with  any  more  Queftions  upon  this 
Subjeft.  However,  I  tliink  I  am  in  Duty  obliged  to  fore- 
warn your  Lordffiips,  that  if  ever  this  Nation  fhould  be  lofl 
by  any  future  Neglcdt,  the  whole  Nation  will  impute  the 
Lofs  to  your  having  put  a  Negative  at  this  Time  upon  fuch 
a  Motion,  which  is  an  Imputation  your  Lordfhips  ought,  I 
think,  to  take  Care  to  prevent ;  for  after  the  Lofs  is  in- 
curred, no  Punifhment,  you  can  infli<5l  upon  the  Perfbns 
guilty,  will  be  an  Attonement  for  your  former  Indifference, 
which  will  be  confidered  as  the  original  Caufe  of  this  Lofs. 
'  I  fhall  now,  my  Lords,  beg  Leave  to  confider  what  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  has  been  pleafcd  to  fay,  in  Excufefor 
allowing  fo  many  Officers  properly  belonging  to  the  Place  to 
be  abfent  at  this  1  ime.  In  Excufe  for  the  Abfence  of  the 
Governor,  and  Lieutenant-Governor,  he  has  been  plealed  to" 
give  us,  I  believe,  a  very  jufi:  Character  of  the  Gentleman 
who  commands  there  ;  and  fays,  that  this  Gentleman,  beGdes 
Jiis  own  proper  Duty,  will  do  the  Duty  both  of  Governor 

and 
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ami  Lientenant^Governor  eaually  well  as  if  they  v^re  pre-  An.  15.  C«o«Q« 
fent.  If  it  were  poflible  to  luppoie  this,  why  fhould  the  Na-  ^  1,-,^^^ 
tioa  be  pat  to  the  Expence  of  a  large  Salary  to  a  Governor, 
and  another  large  Salary  to  a  Lieutenant-Governor  ?  But, 
my  Lords,  it  is  not  poffible  to  make  fuch  a  Suppofition  : 
The  Nation  is  in  the  right  to  grant  thofe  Salaries,  m  order  to 
Induce  Gentlemen  of  Fortune,  as  well  asDiftindion,  to  go  o- 
ver  and  take  the  Command  upon  them ;  becauie  their  For- 
tunes at  home  will  be  a  Pledge  for  their  Fidelity  abroad,  and 
their  I>i(Hndon  will  fet  them  above  any  Temptation  the 
Enemy  can  offer.  We  may  be  fccure  perhaps  ;  I  believe  we 
are,  in  the  Honour  and  Fidelity  of  the  Gentleman  who  is 
now  Cluef  in  Command  there ;  but  he  may  die  fuddenly, 
or  in  cafe  of  an  Attack  he  may  be  killed,  and  then  the 
chief  Command  ¥all  devolve  upon  a  Colonel,  perhaps  a 
Lientenant-Coionel  of  a  marching  Regiment,  who  may  per- 
batps^  be  a  meer  Soldier  of  Fortune  ;  and  what  Effed  the 
Promiic  of  a  great  Eflate  and  great  Honours  in  Spaifiy  with 
a  cooliderable  Rank  in  their  Army,  may  have  upon  fuch  a 
Man,  no  one  can  tell  ;  from  whence  it  is  plain  that  the 
lihnd  cannot  be  Co  fafe  in  the  Abience  of  the  Governor  and 
Lkntenant-Governor,  as  it  would  be,  were  they  both,  or 
cme  of  them  prefent. 

'  Tben,  my  Lords,  as  to  the  other  abfent  Officers,  it  19 
laid,  that  their  Duty  is  performed  by  Deputies  or  by  other 
O&cers,  cduafly  well  as  if  they  were  prefent.     If  this^were 
tme,  I  am  liirc,  it  would  be  a  good  Reafon  for  fisfftaS^e'  - 
PubCck  firom  the  Expence  of  maintaining  them,  v^hywould'  / 
Bot  be  a  very  agreeable  Do^ine  to  our  MnmjlYy^ri^^r^^ 
fore  I  am  fiirprifed,  that  his  Friends  fhould  affc 
dation  for  it.     But  luckily  for  him  the  ThL  ' 
It  is  impof&ble  that  a  Garrifbn  can  be  as 
Surgeon's  Mate,  as  by  a  Surgeon  and  his 
if  it  were  attacked,  and  many  wounded  M< 
of;  and  it  is  inpoflible  to  fuppofe,  the  Natioi 
moch  Trull  in  a  low  Fellow  that  will  ferve  as  J   ^ 
it  may  do  in  the  Principal.     I  (hall  grant,  that  the 
thofe   Officers  belonging  to   the  invifible  Fort,   may    be 
c^y  fapplied,  becaufc  they  have  as  yet  no  Duty  to  perform  ;^ 
Sk*  if  they  were  there,  they  would  ferve  as  fo  many  Su- 
pcnSomeraries ;  and  furely  a  Place  that  is  beficged  may  be  the 
better  defended,  the  more  Supernumeraries  it  has,  unlefs  it 
be  to  be  taken  by  ftarving, 

*  The  Place  is  therefore  in  every  refpecft  the  weaker,  the 
more  Officers  are  abfent;  and  to  fay,  that  we  may  more  certain- 
ly depend  upon  not  being  attacked  in  Time  of  War  than  in 

G  3  Time 
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An«  15.  Geo,n«Time  of  Peacc^  is  fomethitig  very  extraordinary.    I  have 

'74»* ^  often  heard  it  advanced  bv  fome  Lords^  in  Time  of  Peace,  as 

an  Argument  for  not  reducing  our  Army,  that  we  are  more 
in  Danger  of  an  Invafion  here  at  home,  in  Time  of  Peace 
than  in  Time  of  War  ;  but  I  never  heard  it  faid  by  thofe 
Lords  in  Time  of  "War,  that  we  might  reduce  our  Army^ 
becaufe  at  fuch  a  Time  we  have  always  a  fuperior  Sqvadron 
ready  to  defend  us  againft  an  Invafion.  On  the  contrary, 
thofe  very  Lords  are  always  upon  fuch  an  Occafion  for  aug- 
menting our  Army,  becaufe  we  cannot  put  an  entire  Conn* 
dence  in  our  fuperior  Squadron  ;  and  why  there  fhould  be 
fuch  a  Difference  of  Sentiments  with  regard  to  the  Safety  of 
the  Ifland  o£  Minorca  in  Time  of  War,  I  cannot  compre- 
hend. But  luckily  for  this  Argument,  my  Lords,  we  very 
lately  found  we  had  not  a  fuperior  Squadron  in  the  MedUer^ 
ranean  ;  for  if  Admiral  Haddock  had  been  fuperior,  or  but 
near  equal  to  the  united  Squadrons  oi  France  and  Spain f  I 
am  fnre,  he  would  have  attacked  them :  He  would  have 
difdained  to  allow  any  Fnnch  Admiral  to  tell  him,  ^  Tou  fhali 
^  not  attack  the  declared  Enemies  of  your  Country,  becaufe 
^  they  are  under  my  Protedion.'  This  is  a  Demonfbation^ 
that  in  Time  of  War  we  cannot  always  depend  upon  having 
a  fuperlorSquadron  in  the7kf^fi^//tfrrtfwtf/f,  unlefs  our  Miniftcrs 
have  better  Intelligence  than  they  feem  to  have  had  upon  that 
Occafion.  ^ 

For  this  Reafon,  my  Lords,  we  ought  both  in  Time  of 
War  and  inTimeof  Peace,  but  efpecially  in  Time  of  War,  to 
have  the  Garrif(^  o£  Minorca  fully  provided '  with  Officers  as 
well  as  Men  ;  and  therefore  it  muft  be  allowed  to  have  been 
a  heinous  Negledl,  to  permit  fo  many  G/Ecers  to  be  abfent  at 
a  Time  of  fuch  imminent  Danger.  The  Want  of  Health  in 
the  abfent  Officers  can  be  no  Excufefor  thisKegleft ;  becaufe, 
if  they  could  not  return  to  their  Duty,  others  ought  to  have 
been  lent  in  their  flead.  There  can  be  no  Kxcufe  for  this 
Negledt  :  Not  even  a  Stipulation  with  the  Frtnchj  that  they 
would  not  allow  the  Spaniards  to  attack  Minorca  ;  for,  I  am 
fure,  it  would  be  very  unwife  in  a  Britijh  Minifler,  to  leave 
our  Pofle/fion  of  that  Ifland  denending  upon  the  Faith  of  a 
French  Treaty.  But  if  it  coulcl  be  fuppofed  poflible  to  form 
an  Excufe,  it  is  no  Argument  againft  this  Motion  ;  beca^lc 
this  Motion  is  but  a  previous  Step  to  an  Enquiry,  an6J*we 
mufl  judge  of  the  Faft  as  it  now  appears  to  us.  If  upon  the 
Refult  of  an  Inquiry  the  Perfons  accufcd  can  alledge  any 
Thing  in  their  own  Vindication,  we  fhall  then  have  an  Op- 
portunity to  confider  it,  and  I  am  fure,  your  Lordfhips  will 
near  it  with  Candour,  and  judge  of  it  with  Impartiality. 

What 


(    wr    ) 

'  What  I  have  feid,  myLords^  would,  I  think,  be  fufSdent  ^^  15.  G«o.  n 
fcrjaftifying  the  Motion  now  before  you  ;  but  as  feveral  o-  X741. 
ther  Complaints  have  been  made,  ancl  as  the  noble  and  learn- 
ed Lord  has  endeavoured  to  anfwer  thofe  Complaints,  I  (hall 
beg  leave  to  make  a  few  Obfervatlons  upon  his  Anfwers.  The 
Complaint  agalnft  keeping  fbme  Regiments  there  for  fuch  a 
great  Number  of  Years,  is  amoftjuftone;  not  only  on  account 
of  their  being  (b  long  kept  out  of  their  own  native  Country, 
but  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  Expence  both  Officers 
and  Soldiers  are  put  to.  The  latter,  inaced,  cannot  increafe 
their  Expence,  but  they  muftdiminifh  in  the  Quantity  or  Qua- 
lity of  their  Confumption  ;  for  as  all  Sorts  of  Provifions  are 
dearer  there  than  in  their  Mother-Country,  generally  occa- 
fioned  by  the  Taxes  and  Prohibitions  impofed  by  their  Go- 
vernors ;  as  their  Pay  is  no  higher  than  it  would  be  here 
at  home,  they  mud  eat  and  drink  lefs,  or  of  a  worfe  Quality, 
than  they  need  do  here  at  home .  This  is  a  Grievance  in 
common  both  to  the  Officers  and  Solctiers  ;  but  with  regard 
to  the  Officers,  they  have  another,  and  a  mod  infufferable 
Grievance  to  complain  of;  for  tho'  their  recruiting  Fund  be 
no  larger  than  what  is  allowed  to  the  Regiments  here  at  home^ 
yet  the  Gentleman  who  has  been  examined  at  our  Bar  has 
told  yoo,  and,  indeed,  everyone  knows,  that  the  recruiting  of 
a  Company  at  Minorca  cods  the  Captain  ten  Times  as  much 
as  it  would  do  if  his  Remanent  were  in  Britain  or  Ireland  ,• 
fo  that  I  wonder  we  do  not  hear  of  fome  of  the  Captains,  as 
well  as  the  common  Men,  (hooting  themfelves  through  the 
Head,  on  account  of  the  Regiments  being  kept  fo  long  in 
tfaatliland. 

^  The  noble  Lord  (ays,  thefe  Accidents  are  owing  to  its 
being  unpofCble  for  Men  to  defertfrom  the  Regiments  in  that 
Idand  ;  that  fuch  Accidents  would  be  as  frequent  at  home, 
were  it  as  impolTible  for  Men  to  defert ;  and  that  this  is 
an  Inconvenience  attending  the  Service,  which  muft  be  endured 
becaoie  it  cannot  be  prevented.  My  Lords,  we  may  at  lead; 
v&xA  the  common  Soldiers  inMinorca,  once  in  feven  Years, 
an  Opportunity  to  defert,  by  bringing  them  home  to  thdr 
own  Country  :  But  here  even  at  home  the  Inconvenience 
may  be  prevented :  The  noble  Lord  knows,  that  a  Remedy 
has  been  propofed  in  Parliament ;  and  he  likewife  knows  by 
whole  Innuence  that  Remedy  was  reje<fced.  I  mean,  that 
of  giving  every  Soldier  a  Libirty,  under  proper  Reftri^tions, 
to  draw  his  own  Difcharge,  after  a  certain  Number  of  Years 
Service.  This  would  prevent  the  cruel  Effe6ls  of  that  De- 
fpair  which  Soldiers  are  often  drove  to,  by  being  tied  for  Life 
liotonly  to  (crvebnt  to  fcrvc  under  the  Command  of  an 
G  3  OlHcer 


(      102     ) 

An.  I  J.  Geo.  n.  Officer  who  treats  them  ill.  This  is  really  a  moft  terrible 
^^1*^  Hardfliip,  and  a  Hardfhip  which  is  a  Scandal  npon  our  Go- 
vernment.  Weboaft,  my  Lords^  in  this  Country  of  our  being 
Freemen,  and  reproach  the  French  with  their  being  Slaves  ; 
but  I  will  fay,  that  while  this  Hardfhip  remains,  an  Engli/b 
Soldier,  is  much  more  a  Slave  than  any  Soldier  in  France  can 
be,  or  ever  is  made;  and,  I  think  it  is  a  mod  prepofteroos 
Regulation  in  a  free  Country,  to  make  Slaves^ofthoie  who  are 
to  defend  the  Liberties  of  their  Country. 

*  I  (hall  grant,  my  Lords,  that  the  tranfporting  a  Regi- 
ment to  Minorca^  and  bringing  another  from  thence,  mull 
always  be  attended  with  a  publick  Expence ;  but  let  it  be 
what  Expence  it  will,  it  ought  to  be  done,  both  for  the 
Sake  of  our  Soldiers,  and  for  the  Sake  of  preferving  that 
Ifland  ;  for  it  will  certainly  be  an  Inducement  to  the  Soldi- 
ers there,  to  make  but  a  faint  Reflflance  againft  an  invadiog 
Enemy,  when  they  believe  they  have  no  other  Chance 
for  ever  getting  home  to  their  native  Country.  And 
tho*  there  may  have  been  a  little  Saving  of  publick  Money, 
by  keeping  the  fame  Regiments  at  Minorca  for  a  great 
Number  of  Years  ;  yet  I  cannot  impute  their  being  kept 
there  to  a  Motive  ofSaving,  in  thofe  who  have  been  fo  lavifh 
of  Dublick  Money  in  every  other  Refpedl.  Neither 
Reafon  nor  Charity  can  induce  me  to  believe,  that  a  known 
Prodigal  faves  a  neceflary  Expence,  from  a  mere  Motive 
ofSaving;  efpedally  when  feveral  other  Motives,  maybe 
afligned. 

^  The  Cafe  is  the  fame,  my  Lords,  with  regard  to  the 
intended  Fort  called  St.  Anne :  Our  not  having  added  to 
the  Strength  of  the  Ifland  by  erecting  that  Fort,  cannot, 
I  amfure,  be  afcribed  to  any  Motive  of  faving  the  publick 
Money,  in  thofe  who  have  thrown  fo  much  away  in  build- 
ding  unneceflary  Caftles  at  Home,  and  who  have  continued 
In  Pay,  for  fuch  a  Number  of  Years,  the  Officers  dejfigncd 
for  that  intended  Fort.  But  the  building  of  fuch  a  Fort 
was  not,  it  fcems  thought  neceffa  ry :  I  do  not  know,  my 
Lords,  what  our  wife  Minifters  thought  ;  but  every  Man 
who  has  ever  had  a  Defcription  of  tliat  Ifland  thinks  odier- 
wife.  It  is  a  known  Trutli,  and  may  too  foon,  I  fear,  be 
found  by  Experience  to  be  fo,  tliat  if  any  Enemy  fhould 
land  with  a  fufficicnt  Army  in  the  Ifland,  our  Garrifon  at 
Portmahon  would  be  obliged  to  furrendcr,  before  we  could 
have  an  Account  here,  of  any  Enemy*s  being  landed  in 
that  Ifland,  It  is  therefore  extremely  necelTary  to  have  this 
Fort  ereded  ;  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe,  we  know  that  die 
Inhabitants  have  not  a  good  Difpolltion  towards  us. 

<  How 


4 

(    I03    ) 
^  How  this  comes  to  be  (b^  I  (hall  not  now  pretend  to  An.  Y5.  Geo.  II. 
determine ;   but^  I  think^   it  is  well  worth  our  Inquiry  ;        1741. 
and  it  is  very  certain^  that  if  the  Inhabitants  had  been  moftly 
converted  to  the  Proteftant  Religion ^  we  could  have  more 
iaieiy  depended  upon  their  Fidelity.     This  we  might  have 
attempted,  notwithdaading  our  Engagements  by  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht  to  preferve  the  Romgn  Catholick  Religion  in  that 
Ifland  ;   lor  I  muft  difTeV  from  the  learned  Lord  upon  this 
Head  r  I  moll  think,  that  the  Provifo  renders  the  Engage- 
ment void,  and  was  for  that  very  Purpofe  added  by  our 
then  Minifiersy  who  were  as  able  Negotiators  as  any  we 
have  had  fhice.     To  take  Meafures  for  preferving  the  Koman 
CatMick  Religion  in  a  new  Conqnefl  may  not  be  againft 
any  exprefi  Statute,  but,  I  am  (lire,  it  is  inconflflent  with 
oar  Religion  and  Con(cience :    I  appeal  to  the  Reverend 
Bench  if  it  is  not ;  and  I  cannot  think  that  what  is  incon- 
liilent  with  our  Religion  and  Confcience,  can  be  confiftent 
vith  our  Laws  or  Civil  Government.     I  (hall  grant,  indeed, 
that  we  have  not  of  late  Years  made  any  new  and  (evere 
Laws  againft  Papifts  ;  for  their  Religion  has  been  more  in* 
duiged  bv  our  prefent  Minifter,  than  ever  it  was  by  any 
Mimlier  ib^  the  Reformation ;  tho'  I  mufl  obferve,  that 
the  leamfcnLord  feems  to  forget  the  Swearing  A^,   when 
be  fays,  that  no  Law  has  b^en  lately  made  againft  Papifts. 
Bnt  whatever  we  may  do  here  at  Home,  we  ought  to  take 
all  pofEble  Meafures  for  having  as  many  Proteftants  as  we 
can  Qpon  the  Ifland  oi  Minorca j  becaufe  the  Roman  Catholicks 
diere,   dfpecitlly  the  old  Inhabitants  that  continue  in  that 
Religion,  will  always  have  an  Inclination  to  return  under 
the  Dominion  of  the  Spaniard. 

^  I  come  now,  my  Lords,  to  the  laft  Argument  made 
nfe  of  by  the  noble  Lord,  as  an  £xcufe  for  all  the  Negle^s 
our  MiniAers  have  been  guilty  of.  He  fays,  they  cannot 
reinfe  Favours  to,  or  enforce  a  (tri£t  Obfervance  of  Duty  upon, 
any  Officer  who  has  a  Vote  in  Parliament  or  an  Intereft  at 
Eledions,  becaufe  it  would  make  him  join  the  Oppofition 
againft  them.  My  Lords,  they  muft  be  weak  Miniflers 
who  are  pofleded  with  any  fuch  Fears  :  If  tho(e  in  the  Ad- 
Bitniftration  uke  Care  to  purfue  ^fely  and  (leadily  the  true 
Intereft  of  the  Nation,  they  may  defpife  any  Oppofition 
that  proceeds  from  private  Pique  or  Refentment.  But  if 
there  were  any  Thing  of  Weight  in  this  Argument,  would 
it  not,  my  Lords,  be  a  (bong  Argument  for  excluding  all, 
or  mod  Officers  or  Placemen,  from  having  Seats  in  Parlia« 
ment,  and  for  prohibiting  them  to  vote  or  make  Intereft 
at  any  Elcdion.    Thus  it  has  fallen  out  very  unluckily  in 

thi« 


(    .104    ) 
•An.  15.  Geo.  II.  this  Debate,  that  alraoft  every  Arguinent  made  ufe  of  againll 
'741-  this  Motion,    happens  to  be  an  Argument  in  Favour  of 

fomething  our  Minifters  have  upon  former  Occafions  (hewn 
themielves  averfe  to.* 

*  Having  thus,  I  hope,  fully  anfwered  every  Thing  that 
has  been  (aid  againft  the  Motion,  or  in  Excufe  for  the  Keg- 
le<fls  complained  of,  I  (hall  conclude  with  an  Obferwation 
pr  two  upon  the  Importance  of  this  Ifland,  which  the  noble 
Lord  leems  to  think  not  fo  important  as  has  been  rcprc- 
Tented.  I  (hall  grant,  my  Lords,  we  had  a  Trade  in  the 
Mediterranean^  perhaps  larger  than  we  have  now,  before  we 
had  PofTelTion  of  this  iQand  ;  but  I  will  iniiil  upon  it,  tha^ 
we  never  had  before  fuch  an  extenfive  or  fuch  a  free  Navi- 
gation in  that  Sea,  as  we  have  had  fmce.  It  is  well  known^ 
ifhat  before  we  got  PoflTeiTion  of  Minorca  and  Gibraltery  our 
Navigation  in  the  Mcdtterrnnean  was  almoft  continually 
infelled  by  the  Pirates  of  Alorocco  and  the  Barbary  Coaft  ; 
infomuch  that  we  were  obliged  to  make  Laws  for  obliging 
the  Mafters  of  our  Merchant-Ships  to  fight  tliofe  Pirates : 
And  our  Ships  employed  in  the  Mediterranean  Trade  were 
generally  large  Ships,  and  provided  both  with>|^%nd  Guns 
for  fighting,  which  was  a  great  Expencc  ro  our  Mer- 
chants, and  a  great  Burthen  upon  our  Trade.  Whereas, 
(ince  we  got  Poileflion  of  tho(e  two  Places,  thofe  Pirates 
have  been,  I  may  fay,  con(bintly  at  Peace  with  us;  (b  that  we 
foon  became  the  only  Carriers  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
continued  fo,  till  by  our  Authority  we  procured  the  Dutch 
a  Peace  with  the  AlgerineSy  in  order  to  prevail  with  thcra 
to  favour  our  Minifters  with  a  Sort  of  (ham  Acceflion  to  the 
famous  Treaty  oi  Hanover  J 

*  My  Lords,  we  muft  not  conckde,  that  becaufe  we  had 
a  Trade  in  the  Mediterranean  before  we  got  Poflcfiion  of 
the  Ifland  of  Mlnorcay  therefore  we  may  be  able  to  continue 
that  Trade  after  the  Lofs  of  that  Ifland.  Before  we  had 
it,  my  Lords,  we  had  but  few  Rivals  in  the  Mediterranean 
Trade,  and  could  therefore  bear  the  ExpcHce  we  were  put 
to,  and  the  Lolles  we  fullained  by  the  Depredations  of  thofe 
Pirates ;  but  we  have  now  (b  many  Rivals,  efpecially  the 
French y  that  we  could  not  bear  it ;  and  therefore,  if  we 
(hould  lofe  Minorca,  and  thofe  Depredations  (hould  be  re- 
newed, which  would  be  the  certain  Confequence,  I  doubt' 
much,  if  we  could  have  any  Trade,  I  am  ahnoft  fure,  we 
(hould  have  very  little  Navigation  in  tlie  Mediterranean, 
The  Importauce  of  this  Ifland  cannot  therefore,  in  my  Opi- 
liion,  be  exaggerated ;  and  for  this  Reafon,  I  hope  your 
Lordfliips  will  fliew  your  Care  of  it,  by  agreeing  to  this 
ifotiojj,* 

Thp 


(      WJ     ) 
The  Beffinning  of  this  Month  died  Peregrine  Duke  of  An.  15.  Geo.  IL 

AncafteTy  ijc.  Hereditary  Lord  Great  Chamberlain  of  Eng^        '2^^ 
hnij  and  was  facceded  by  his  Son  Peregrine  :    And,  on  ^   -v^in^J 
the  23d,  died  miliam  Lord  Staweli,   fucceedcd    by    his,^*?**"^  "» 
Brodib-  E^ard.  .  the  Peerage. 

Fe6,  3*  The  Lords  read  a  third  Time,  and  pafled  the 
Mait  Bifl,  and  the  Bill  for  explaining  and  amending  an  A^  ^*^  P*^«'^ 
of  the  iaft  Sefllony  for  the  Preiervation  of  thepublick  Roads: 
Soon  after  which  the  King  came  to  the  Houfe,  and  gave  the 
Royal  Aflent  to  the  faid  Bills  and  to  two  private  BiUs. 
Then  die  Lord  C3iancellor  having  fignified  to  ooth  Houfes,    . -» 
tbt  it  was  his  Majeih's  Pleafure  they  (hould  adjourn  to  the  F^^*^  ^;* 
l8th  loft,  both  Hoofes  adjourned  accordingly.  liament. 

On  the   i8th  Sir  Roiert  IValpole  was  created  Earl  of  Or* 
f':rJ^  Vifconnt  fVaifoie,  and  Baron  of  Houghton.    On  the^*'^^''P^ 
iith  he  rcCgn'd  all  his  Places,  and  was  fucceeded  by  the°***^'*^^" 
Earl  o£  IVUmin^ton  as  fird  Commiilioner  of  the  Treafury, 
end  by  Samuel  Sandy f,  Efq;  as  Chancellor  and  Under- Trea- 
forer  of  the  Exchequer,  who  was  alfo  made  a  Lord  of  the 
Treaibry  ;    Lord  Harrington  created  Vifcount  Peter/ham^ 
ofld  Earl  of  Harrington,  and  made  Prcfident  of  the  Council 
ia  the  Room  of  the  Earl  of  IVilmington  j  Lord  Carteret 
made  Secretary  of  State  in  the  Room  of  Lord  Harrington  ;  Removals   and 
the  Marquis  of  Tw^^^c;/^  appointed  Secretary  of  State  for  Scot"  jftthtmsoitk 
UnJ ;  Duke  of  Ancafter  and  iViWam  Pulteneyy  Efq;  fworn  thercupoiu 
of  the  Privy  Council ;  the  Duke  of  ylrgyle  madeMafter-Ge- 
neral  of  the  Ordnance ;  his  Royal  KghnekfVii/ia/n  Duke  of 
Qimherlandf  Colonel  of  the  firll  Regiment  of  Foot  Guards  ; 
and  Cbarlet  Duke  of  Marlbrough,  Colonel   of  the  fecond 
Regiment  of  Foot  Guards. 

Aboat  this  Time  frequent  MefTages  having  pafled  between  ReconcflUiioii  of 
his  Majefty  and  the  Prince  of  IVules,  his  Royal  Highnefsyhii  Majcfty  ani 
after  (everal  Years  Abfence  from  Court,  waited   upon  his  the  Prince. 
MajeTtyat  St  James\  on  the  17th,  and  was  moft  gracioufly 
received. 

The  fame  Day  a  Guard  was  fent  him  by  the  King's  Or- 
d-r,  and  the  next  Day  there  was  the  greateft  Appearance  of 
Nability  and  Gentry  at  Co'vt,  to  complement  his  Majefty 
npon  the  happy  Keconciliurion. 

Feb.  19.  The  Earl  ol  Or  for  I  took  his  Seat  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords. 

Feb.  24.  The  King  appointed  the  Duke  of  Ar^yle  to  be 
Col'jnel  of  his  Majefty 's  I<  yal  Kegiment  of  Horfe  Guards  : 
Hit  on  the  lOth  of  ^iar'-h  Following,  his  Grace  refign'd  the  D.  of  Argyle  «•- 
r:nv,  and  aJfo  his  Poll  of  4after-Gcneral  of  the  Ordnance  ;  %"«8*Jn. 
•  ierenpon  the  Dvikc  of  Ahntague,  who  had  refign'd  the 

latter 


Royal  AfTent  to 


(    io6    )  » 

An.  15,  Geo,  n.  latter  of  thefe  Places,  and  the  Earl  o{  Hertford  the  former 
'74'-      ^  about  three  Weeks  before,  were  reinftated. 

March  4.  The  Lords  read  a  fecond  Time  the  Bill  for 
granting  to  hisMaJefty  i, 000,000/.  out  of  the  Sinking  Fuod, 
towards  the  Supply  for  the  Year  1742.     Then  put  off  the 
Examination  of  the  Merchants  to  the  i8th,  and  adjoumM. 
March  16.  The  King  came  to  the  Honfe,  and  gave  the 
fc^^BiT'"'  Royal  Aflent  to  the  Sinking  Fund  Bill,  the  Mutiny  Bill,  and 
*       ten  private  Bills. 

The  fame  Day  the  Right  Hon.  Bamel^  Earl  tXWincheU 
Sm*"  ^^y^tf  zsi^Nottinghamy  was  declared  firft  Commiffioncr  for  exe- 
j^^  cuting  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland^  in  the  Room  of  Sir  Charles  Wager.  The 
Right  Honourable  Johtty  Earl  of  Stair y  was  alfo  appointed 
his  Majefty's  Embafiador  extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary 
to  the  States  General,  and  alfo  Field  Marfiial  of  all  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Forces. 

march  19,  The  Lords  read  a  firft  Time  the  Penfion-Bill, 
and  ordered  it  to  be  printed,  and  that  the  faid  Bill  be  read  a 
(econdTime  on  Thurfday,  and  the  Lords  to  be  (iunmoned 
The  Penfion  Bill     March  25.  The  Lords  read  a  fecond  Tune  the  Penfion- 
f  ejeaed.  Bill,  and  a  Motion  being  made  for  committing  thereof,  the 

feme  was  oppos'd  by  Lord  Carteret  and  feveral  other  Peer?, 
whereupon  it  was  refolved  that  the  Bill  be  rejefted. 

Content      39^^  Not-Content      ^5(t-|C 

Proxies         7  J  ^  Proxies  Hi 

Place  BUI  read  a     March  go.  The  Lords  read  a  firft  Time  a  Bill  for  limi- 
firft  Time,         ting  the  Number  of  Officers  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  read  a  fecond  Time  that 
Day  fe'ennight,  and  the  Lords  to  be  fummoned. 

j^pril  2.  The  Lords  received  tJie  following  Meflage  from 

his  Majefly,  prefented  by  Lord  Carteret, 

George  R. 

King's   MeiTagerc  TJis  Majefty  received  with  the  greateft  Satisfadion 

V^^nlj^l ''  rl  the  Affiiranccs  given  him  by  this  Houfe,  at  the  Be- 

ly,  <'  ginning  of  this  Seffion,  of  the  juft  Senfe  they  have  of  the 

**  dangerous  Situation  of  Affairs  in  Europe y  arifing  from  the 

*'  Defigns  and  Enterprizes  carrying  on  for  the  Subvcrfion  of 

*'  the  Houfe  of  Aujiriay  and  of  their  Zeal  and  Earneflnefs 

'*  in  promoting  all  juft  and  necelTaryMeafures  for  the  Main- 

<^  tenance  of  die  Ballance  of  Power,  and  for  the  Affiflancc 

'*  of  his  Allies.     His  Majefty  firmly  dcjjends  on  their  un- 

*'  alterable  Perfeverancc  in  the  fame  Sentiments  ;  and  as  the 

*^  late  Events  in  Favour  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  affi^rd  a 

reafonable 
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<'  leaibnable  Prolpe^i  of  Succefs,  he  makes  no  Doubt,  but  Aa.  15.  Geo.  IL 
**  that  he  fliall  have  the  ready  Concunence  and  Support  of^     ^^1''    ^ 
**  this   Houfc,  in  concerting  fuch  Meafures^  and  forming  ^  ^      ^ 
'<  liidi  Alliances  with  other  Powers,  as  may  be  mod  effedhi- 
**  al  for  the  Prcfervation  of  the  Houfc  of  Auftrhj  and  for 
*'  reftoring  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe. 

Then  the  Houfe  ordered,  that  the  faid  Meflave  be  taken 
into  CodideratJon  on  the  Monday  following,  ana  the  Lords 
to  be  iiumnoned. 

About  the  Beginning  of  this  Month  died  the  Rkht  Ho-^^^^^^^  . 
Bonrable  John  Howe,  Lord  Chedv)orth,  fo  created  iSice  the  the  Peerage. 
Dtilblution  of  the  iaft  Parliament :  He  was  fucceeded  by  his 
ddeft  Son  John  :  Alfo  Henry  Lord  Vifcount  St  John  oi  Bat- 
terfeoj   Father  of  thr  late  Lord  Boltngbruke.    The  Title  de- 
volves apon  his  fecond  Son,  the  Hon.  John  St  John. 

^/^rtl  5.  The  Lords  took  into  ConUderation  the  King's 
Me£^e  relating  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  refolved  to 
prefcnt  an  Adcbefs  to  his  Majefty,   ^  To  return  hira    the     Addreft  of 
'  Tbanksof  this  Houfc  for  the  great  Care  and  Concern  which  Thankt  to  the 
*■  he  is  pleafcd  to  exprefs,  in  this  critical  and  dangerous  Con-  King   for  hU 

*  jandure,  for  the  Prcfervation  of  the  Houfc  of  Auftria,  and  Meflige. 

*  for  reftoring  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe,  wherein  the 
^  Honour,  Trade,  and  Safety  of  thefe  Kingdoms  arc  fo  near- 
'  ly  interefted  :  To  declare  our  firm  Refolution  to  perfevere 
'  in  thofc  Prindples  of  Duty,  Fidelity  and  Affedion  to  his 

*  Majefty,  and  in  that  Zeal  for  the  common  Caufe,  which 
'  this  Houfc  has  fo  unfeignedly  profeffcd.  And  to  give  his 
'  Majefty  the  ftrongeft  AlTurances,  that* we  will  vigoroufly 
'  and  chearfolly  fupport  hisMajefty,  in  concerting  fuch  Mea- 
^  fores  and  forming  fuch  Alliances  with  other  Powers,  as 
'  may  be  moft  effcdlual  for  attaining  thofegreatand  dcfo-able 

*  Ends  expreffcd  in  his  moft  gracious  Me^e. 

To  this  his  Majefty  gave  Anlwer  as  follows  : 
My  LorJs, 
^  I  return  yon  my  Thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  affedlio*  His  Blajefly's 
•*  natc  Addrcis,  and  take  the  greateft  Satisfaction  in  your  Anfwer. 
**  feafonable  Zeal  for  the  Support  of  the  Houfe  oi  Aujlrioy 
"  and  for  reftoring  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe. 

j4prti6.  The  Lords  read  a  fccond  Time  the  Place-Bill,  Debtte   on  tht 
and,  upon  a  Motion  for  committing  the  fame,   it  paffcd  in  ^^^^  ^^ 
the  Negative,  Content  52,  Not-Content  81  :  Ordcr'd  the 
H;1I  tobercjcfted. 

Upon  this  Occafion  the  Lord  Raymond  Ipoke  to  the  fol-  Sp««chci  thert* 
lowing  Effca  :  **P«^ 

^  My 


(    io8    ) 
Aiuis.  Geo.  II.  My  Lords, 

i74««  *  I  am  not  only  againft  fome  particular  Claufes  in  this 

Bill,  but  acainft  the  whole  Contexture  of  it ;  and  tho',  my 
Lords,  Buls  of  this  Nature  have  been  canvafled  in  both 
Houfes  by  Men  of  far  greater  Abilities  and  Experience  than 
I  can  pretend  to,  yet  1  Ihould  think  my  feif  highly  blame- 
able,  if  I  did  not,  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  oppofe  a  Bui  which 
ftrikes  diredly  at  the  Root  of  the  Con(btntion,  and  is  an 
Infringement  both  of  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  and  the 
Prerogative  of  the  Crown.  In  the  Sequel  of  what  I  (hall 
ofier  to  your  Lordfhips,  I  think,  I  can  plainly  make  out 
this  Aflertion  ;  but  fliould  I  be  miftaken,  my  Lords,  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  my  Head,  not  my  Heart,  will  be  m  Fault. 

'  To  weigh  the  Merits  of  this  Bill,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  take  it  from  its  Birth,  confider  its  Parents,  and  how  and 
Upon  what  Occafion  it  has  appeared.  My  Lords,  this 
blefled  Plant  was  fown  by  Party  and  Faftion  :  It  was  nurfcd 
by  Fury  and  Difcontent :  Lofs  oi  Englljh  Liberty  was  its 
Fruit.  It  was  the  firfl  Step  by  which  Olher  Cromwellf 
and  fome  few  otiiers,  mounted  up  above  the  Liberty  of 
Mankind.  It  was  framed  to  divide  and  dedroy  the  Bulwark 
of  our  Conftitution  the  Parliament ;  and  furely,  my  Lords, 
it  would  be  very  extraordinary,  if  Parliaments  again  Hiould 
cherifh  this  Cankcrworm,  which  fince  its  Birth  never  has 
dared  to  appear,  but  when  a  diftempered  Air  hovered  round 
us,  and,  like  fudden  and  intenfe  Darknefs,  was  the  Fore- 
runner of  a  Storm. 

'  My  Lords,  the  very  Preamble  of  this  Bill  fets  up  a 
Standard  of  Divifion  between  the  Crown  and  die  People  : 
It  dechres  their  Intereft  feperate,  and  of  confeqaence  they 
muft  draw  feperately  ;  which  is  a  Dodtrine  quite  different 
ft-omwhat  I  have  been  taught  from  my  Cradle.  I  am  iure, 
it  is  a  moft  melancholy  Do(5trine.;  for  a  State  divided  a- 
gainfl  itfelf  can  never  ftand  long. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  to  be  more  particular,  let  us  confider 
(  (hould  this  become  an  Act)  what  Fifed  it  would  have, 
firfl  by  excluding  j>11  but  fome  few  of  the  mod  important 
Places  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  afterwards  by  ex-l 
eluding  the  Army. 

*  Firft  then,  with  regard  to  thofe  Places  of  Importance 
which  it  does  not  exclude,  and  thofe  Icfler  which  it  excludes, 
I  fhall  only  ^cg  Leave  of  your  Lordfliips  to  put  a  few  Quef- 
tions.  If  then  we  exclude  all  but  thofe  of  the  greateft  Truft, 
and  where  the  very  Being  of  all  Publick  Affairs  is  centered, 
how  fhall  we  in  the  next  Age  find  Men  capable  of  filling 
them  ?  For  by   taking  away  the  lelfcr  wc  take  away    the 

propcx 


(    109    ) 
proper  Steps  to  the  ^eater.     How  are  thofc  who  are  young  -An,  X5.0eo.  n 
ana  nnexperienccd,  to  acquire  a  Knowledge  in  Bufincfs,  fo  .     JZ^Jl 
as  to  be  able  to  tranfaA  A^^rs,  on  the  well  or  ill  conclude-  ^^ 

ingof  which  depends  the  publick  Good,  or  the  Miferyof 
this  whole  Nation  ?  My  Lords,  how  (hall  we  find  Men  fit 
fixT  tbeie  important  Pofts?  It  is  an  undeniable  F^€t,  that 
Bi2fine&  makes  Men  of  Bulinefs:  The  greateil  natural  Capa- 
city a  Man  ever  was  blefled  with,  can  never  teach  him 
the  intricate  Road,  Form,  and  Routine  of  publick  Offices: 
Piafiioe  muft  do  it,  and  Prance  alone.  If  then  the 
Means  or  Practice  be  cut  off,  how  muft  young  Men  arrive 
at  thb  Knowledge  ?  It  muft  be  by  Infpiration,  or  by  one 
fingle  ^^ay  elfe,  which  is  as  unlikely  to  happen  as  Infpiration 
frcm  Heaven,  which  is  by  the  great  Men  of  the  prelentAge 
ttoning  Scboolmafters,  keeping  a  School  for  foreign  and 
cbineftic  Politicks.  I  am  apprehenfive  they  will  not  eafily 
be  induced  to  turn  Pedagogues  ;  not  to  mention  that  they 
ihemielves  may  not,  perhaps,  wifh  to  have  the  Market 
ovezibock'd.  What  then  muA  be  the  Confequence  ?  Young 
Men  of  Fortune  and  Rank  cannot  accept  of  Places,  when 
by  accepting  them  they  are  tobedeemed  unfit  for  fcrving  their 
Coantry  in  Parliament,  and  to  have  the  ignominious  Mark 
of  Slavery  fet  on  them  ;  and  without  accepting  which,  they 
cannot  arrive  at  a  Knowledge  of  Bufinefs  fit  to  be  trufted 
with  the  publick  Affairs.  What  will  be  the  Effe^l  ?  Men 
of  no  Fortune,  no  Rank  in  the  State,  who  have  firfl  drudged 
thro'  the  lower  and  meaner  Offices,  mufl  have  tliofe  of  the 
gieateft  Truft  and  Profit,  as  being  the  only  Perfons  capa- 
ble of  filling  diem ;  and  it  is  too  much  to  be  feared,  that 
the  Complaifknce  of  fuch  (who  owe  all  they  have  to  the 
Crown)  will  be  boundlefs,  and  tliat  the  King  will  have  bad 
Cooniellors,  and  the  Nation  will  be  ill  ferved. 

*  My  Lords,  with  regard  to  the  Officers  of  the  Army,  I 
think^  the  fame  Argument  is  (lill  ftronger  ;  as  the  Misfor- 
tunes which  ^ill  flow  from  it  are  of  a  more  immediate, 
and  of  a  more  dangerous  Confequence,  and  the  Danger 
without  Remedy.  This  Bill  will  exclude  all  young  Men  of 
Fortune  from  the  Army,  for  the  fame  Reafon  it  will  from 
all  QviJ  Employments.  Your  Gentry,  your  Kobility,  dc-» 
prived  of  all  laudable  ambitious  Views,  will  fink,  like  Ita" 
Hans,  into  a  flothful  Idlenefs.  But,  my  Lords,  I  muft  beg 
Leave  to  remind  you  of  this  Nation's  being  fav'd  from  Sla- 
very by  having  Men  of  Property  in  the  Army;  for  God's 
Sakei  d6  not  let  us  ruin  that  great  Barrier  ofour  Liberty.  It 
may  be  faid,  we  do  not  (land  in  need  of  any  Anny :  We 
are  an  Ifland^  have  a  mod  powerful  Fleet,  fo  that  an  Army 

is 


(   no   ) 

Aa«  15.  Geo.n.  ^^  bothufelels  and  dangerous.  I  (hall  not  enter  Into  all  that 
1741,  may  be  faid  in  Anfwer  to  that  complicated  Allertion^  but 
only  beg  Leave  to  put  a  Cafe ;  and  it  is  a  Cafe  as  the  Ajfeirs 
of  Europff  (land)  muil  happen  once  in  twenty  Years  ;  and 
I  hope  our  Liberty  will  be  upon  a  founder  Foundation  tfianto 
be  hazarded  every  twenty  Years  :  Within  that  Space  of 
Time  you  muft,  in  all  Probability,  rai(e  a  confiderabie  Ar* 
my,  either  to  defend  your  own  Poffedions,  or  preferve  the 
Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe  which  are  equally  and  abib- 
lutely  neceflary.  When  this  Army  has  done  what  you  raifed 
them  for,  you  will  think  it  necedary  likewKe  to  disband 
them,  and  eaSe  yourfelves  and  the  People  of  (b  cofUy  a 
Burden  ;  but  your  Lordfhips,  perhaps,  will  find  the  dif- 
banding  them  more  difficult  than  the  raidng  them.  I  am 
apt  to  believe,  that  a  Vote  of  either  Houle,  how  rhetori- 
cally fbever  it  may  be  exprefled,  will  not  perfuade  them 
it  is  for  their  Intereft  to  lofe  their  Bread,  when  by  keep- 
ing together,  you  and  all  yon  have  is  entirely  at  their 
Mercy  ;  and,  my  Lords,  at  fuch  a  Seafbn,  (hould  a  Prince, 
lefs  a  Father  of  his  People  than  his  prelent  Majefty,  (hould 
a  Prince  of  more  ambitious  than  honed  Intentions,  fill  the 
Throne,  it  would  be  in  his  Power,  with  fuch  an  Army,  to 
become  as  abfblute  as  the  King  of  France.  My  Lords,  by 
what  I  have  offered  to  you,  it  plainly  appears  to  me,  that 
nothing  can  keep  and  confirm  your  Liberties  but  having  the 
Officers,  at  leaft.  Men  of  Property,  who  have  a  Stake  in 
the  Country,  and  whole  Interefl  is  the  fame  with  ours.  It 
was  by  an  Army  of  Hirelings',  Debtors,  Renegado's,  and 
fuch,  that  Rome  at  laft  fell  a  Vi^im  to  the  Ambition  of  one 
Man. 

'  It  may,  perhaps,  be  faid  inExcufe  for  this  Bill,  thatMen 
of  too  finall  Fortunes  have  Employments  and  Seats  in  Par- 
liament :  Have  you  not  an  A6t  of  Qualification  ?  If  that  is 
not  obferved,  why  will  you  imagine  this  will  ?  Ifhouldtfaink 
it  would  not ;  for  tho'  it  is  an  extraordinary  Thing  to  fay 
fo,  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Crown,  con- 
trary to  the  Intereft  of^every  Particular,  and  contrary  to  the 
Intereft  of  the  Nation  in  general.  But  if  the  Sum  limited  in 
the  Qualification-Bill  is  not  already  iufficient,  increafe  it  .• 
That  is  the  only  Way  which  will  anfwer  what  is  in  vain  ex- 
peded  from  this  Bill.  But,  my  Lords,  to  conclude :  What 
a  Compliment  would  it  be  to  his  Majefty,  to  fay,  you  are  not 
fit  to  be  trufled  with  whatyour  Anceftors  have  always  hither- 
to enjoyed,  the  Power  of  difpofing  of  Places  and  judging  of 
Merit  ?  We  will,  by  a  publick  A&^  (hew  we  miftruft  yon. 
What  a  Compliment  will  it  be  to  thofe  die  People  chufe,  to 

fay, 
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lay,  wc  will  not  traftjonr  Integrity ^becaafe  the  People  chufc^^  '5*  ^5eo,  XL 
yoa  their  Rq;>relent«tive8  ?  Is  this  the  Means  to  endear*  a  .      l'^^'^  j 
People  to  their  Prince^  aPrince  to  bis  People,  or  Mankind  to       ^     ^     ' 
one  another  ? 

In  Anfwer  to  this  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  Ipoke  to  the  fol- 
kmkgEScet 

Mj  Lords y  S,  of  Sandwich* 

'  I  am  lorry  to  hear  a  Bill  branded  with  fo  many  hard 
Kimes,  whichy  in  my  Opinion,  is  not  only  defigned,  but  ab- 
Tolately  neceflary,  for  fecuring  our  Confldtudon  againfi  the 
Crown*8  having  a  corrupt  and  prevailing  Influence  in  both 
Modes  of  Parlument.  It  is  faid  to  ftrike  at  die  Root  of 
G&r  Conffitntion,  by  attacking  both  the  Liberties  of  the  Peo- 
ple, and  die  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown ;  and  it  has  been  called 
^tbe  Ofipring  of  Party^and  Fadtion,  nurfedj  up  byFury{and 
Difcontent.  This  is  a  mod  terrible  Defcription,  but  the  di- 
r:fi  contrary  incvery  Refpe^  happens  to  be  really  the  Cafe  ; 
151  ho^  I  Ihall  be  able  to  (hew,  both  from  the  Nature  of  the 
B((!,  2016,  from  the  Hiflory  of  fuch  Bills,  fome  of  which  had 
the  good  Luck  to  be  pafled  into  Laws  ;  and  fome  of  thofe 
Laws  now  fland,  and,  I  hope,  ever  will  ftand,  unrepealed. 

'  In  antient  Times,  my  Lords,  nay  I  may  fay  till  after  the 
Rdloradon,  we  had  no  Occafion  for  luch  Bills.  The  Crown 
0^  bat  few  lucrative  Employments  to  bellow,  and  many  of 
tnoie  then  at  its  Difpofal,  were  fuch  as  were  generallv  grant- 
ed for  Li&  ;  confequently,  no  Minifter  could  hope  by  fuch 
'leans  to  gain,  much  lefs  to  prefervc,  a  corrupt  Majority  in 
ddicr  Honfe  of  Parliament ;  and  the  ImpoJlibility  of  Succefs 
^evented  their  making  any  fuch  Attempt.  We  had  then 
ao  mercenary  ffatnding  Army,  nor  had  the  Crown  any  lucra- 
dve  military  CommifHons  to  difpofe  of.  If  an  Army  was  at 
:av  Time  railed  for  foreign  Service,  no  Officer  employed  in 
that  Army  could  look  upon  his  Commiflion  as  an  Eflate  for 
Life;  therefore,  tho'  a  Commiffionin  the  Army  was  look'd 
jpon  as  an  Honour,  it  was  never  look*d  upon  as  a  Favour  ; 
but,  on  the  Contrary,  thofe  landed  Gentlemen  who  had  ac- 
CQired  a  Character  in  their  Country  for  Conduct,  Courage, 
and  military  Knowledge,  were  often  follicited  to  accept  of 
Gommiilions  in  the  Army  which  was  to  be  raifcd ;  and  when 
T£c  Service  was  over,  they  returned  to  live  upon  tlieir  Efbtes 
h  the  Country,  viithout  being  at  any  farther  Charge  to  the 
PobUck. 

*  We  had  then ,  my  Lords,  but  very  few  Cuftoms  and  no  Ex- 
CSti'y  confequently  a  Minillercould  not  fpread  his  Excifcmcn 
o^cr  the  whole  Kingdom,  to  influence  Elcdlionsia  Countic, 
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An.  15.  Geo.  IL  or  to  govern  them  in  mofl  of  our  inland  Boroughs  ;  and  the 
t74-i«  Salaries  of  our  Cuflom-Houfe  Officers  were  fo  trifling,  that 
'no  Man  of  anjr  great  Charadter  or  Fortune  would  accept  of 
them,  fo  that  (uch  Officers  had  but  very  little  Influence  in  any 
of  our  Sea-Port  Towns.  Nay,  the  CommifHons  in  our  Na- 
vy were  either  fuch  as  were  not  at  the  Difpofal  of  the  Crown, 
or  fuch  as  could  have  no  confiderable  Influence  over  thofe  that 
accepted  them  ;  for  while  the  Cuftom  of  the  Crown's  being 
furmfhed  with  Ships  of  War  by  our  Sea-Ports  remained,  tbc 
Officers  of  the  Ships  were  appointed  by  the  MagiArates  of 
the  Town  where  they  were  fitted  out ;  and  even  after  the 
Ships  began  to  be  fumifhed  at  the  publick  Charge,  and  all  the 
Officers  appointed  by  the  Crown,  a  Commiffion  in  the  Kavy 
could  not  be  look'd  on  as  a  Provifion  foi  Life,  becaufe  when 
the  Expedition  was  over  they  were  difmifled  without  any 
half  Pay  or  otiier  Provifion ;  horn  whence  it  is  plain,  that  a 
ConunuEon  either  in  the  Land  or  Sea  Service  could  then  have 
no  Influence  in  Parliament,  becaufe  the  Officers,  when  cm- 
ployed  in  an  Expedition,  could  not  be  there,  and  when  they 
were  not  employed,  they  had  nothing  from  the  Crown.' 

*  But  now,  my  Lords,  the  Cafe  is  quite  altered  :  The 
CommifHons  in  our  Army  and  Navy,  the  Polls  in  the  Col- 
lection of  the  publick  Revenue,  and  the  other  Places  in  the 
Difpofal  of  the  Crown,  are  become  fo  numerous  and  fo  lucra- 
tive, that  they  mnft  have  a  great  Influence  upon  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  other  Houfe,  if  there  be  no  Refh-aint  upon  tbc 
Number  of  Placemen  allowed  to*have  Seats  in  that  Houfe* 
This,  I  fay,  mufl  be  the  Confequence,  unlefs  we  fuppofe,  that 
Men  will  judge  and  detennine  as  impartially  in  a  Cafe  where 
they  are  to  get  or  lofe  500/.  or  1000/.  a  Year,  as  in  a  Cafe 
where  they  are  to  get  or  lofe  nothing  by  their  Judgment  or 
Determination ;  and  to  fuppofe  this,  is  fo  contrary  to  the  Na- 
ture of  Mankind,  and  to  the  eflablifhed  Maxims  of  all  Socie- 
ties, that  I  am  fure  none  of  your  Lordftiips  will  make  any 
fiichSuppofition.  Parliaments,  we  know,  aredefigned  to  be 
a  Check  upon  Miniflers  ;  we  likewife  know,  that  almoll 
every  Poft  or  Place  in  the  Difpofal  of  the  Crown,  is  left  tc* 
the  arbitrary  Difpofal  of  Minifters  ;  and  we  alfo  know  that 
no  Minifter  ever  did,  or  ever  will  give  a  lucrative  Poft  or  Em- 
ployment to  a  Man  who  oppofes  his  Meafures  in  Parliament  J 
From  late  Experience  we  know,  that  fome  of  the  higheft 
Officers  in  the  Kingdom  have  been  difmifled,  for  no  othcij 
Reafon  but  becaufe  they  difapproved  of  the  Meafures  purfucJ 
by  our  Miniflers,  and  had  Honour  enough  to  declare  thclt 
Difapprobation  in  Parli:imcnt.  Can  we  then  exjicft,  my 
Lords,  that  the  other  Houfe  will  ever  be  a  Check  upon  ih'si 

Condiiwl 
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CondtkSt  of  our  MinKlers,  as  long  as  there  is  a  Majority  in  An,  t$.  Ceo.  if. 
that  Hoiiie,  who  enjoy  or  exped  K>iDe  lucrative  and  honour-         1 74^- 
able  Employment  from  the  Benevolence  of  thofe  very  Mi-  V 
nifters  ?  I  (hall  not  fay^  that  in  fuch  a  Cafe  the  Members  would 
all  be  corrupt  in  their  Determinations  ;  but  I  willfay^  that  in 
many  Cafes  they  would  be  biafled  in  their  Judgments,   and 
thereby  induceo  to  approve  of  what,  in  Duty  to  their  (:k>untry, 
they  ought  to  have  diiapproved  of,  or  to  put  a  Negative  upon 
what,  in  Duty  to  their  Country,  they  ought  to  have  given  their 
Conient  to.       • 

*  Therefore,  my  Lords,  if  we  intend  that  the  other  Houfe 
Oiould  anfwer  the  End  of  its  Inftitution,  by  judging  imparti- 
sUy,  and  determining  wifely  and  juftly  in  every  Cafe  that 
comes  before  them,  we  mult  pafs  this  Bill  or  fuch  a  Bill  as 
this  ;  or  we  mud  pafs  a  Bill  for  taking  from  the  Crown  the 
Difix>fal  of  thofe  Po(b  and  Employments  that  are  necelfary 
for  the  executive  Part  of  our  Government  j  and  furely  thole 
Lords  who  feem  fo  mighty  jealous  of  any  Incroachment  upon 
the  ^Rrpgative  o£  the  Crown,  will  agree  to  the  former 
rather  tfaam  to  the  latter  of  thefe  two  Expraients.  The  latter^ 
I  fhall  grant,  would  be  an  Infringement  of  one  of  thofe  Pre- 
Toptives  now  enjoyed  by  the  Crown  ;  but  I  cannot  for  my 
Life  lee  what  the  former  has  to  do  with  the  Prerogatives  of 
the  Crown,  nor  can  I  conceive  how  any  one  Prerogative  of 
theCrown  is  to  be  in  the  leaft  affected  by  this  Bill.  There  is  no 
Confinement,  nor  the  leailRefbaint  propofed  upon*  the  Power 
the  King  has  to  difjx>fi;  of  Offices  or  Employments  :  He  may 
§rant  them  as  fully  and  freely  as  before  :  He  may  even 
grant  them  to  Members  of  Parliament,  notwithftanding  any 
Thitig  propofed  to  be  cnaded  by  this  Bill ;  and  the  Member 
may  enjoy  the  Office  or  Emplovment  (o  granted  to  him,  only 
if  it  be  fuch  a  one  as  is  not  excepted  in  this  Bill,  he  is  not 
to  be  recbofen. 

'  Is  this,  my  Lords,  an  Infringement  of  any  Prerogative' 
of  the  Crown  ?  Has  the  King  a  Power  to  tell  the  People 
Tiihcxn  they  arc  to  chufc,  or  whom  they  arc  not  to  chufe  / 
No,  my  Lords ;  but  the  Legiflature  has,  and  has  already  in 
auny  Cafes  exercifed  that  Power.  The  People  are  already 
by  Law  reftrained  from  chufing  a  Man  as  their  Reprefentative 
Who  is  not  pofTeflcd  of  600/.  or  at  leaft  ^00/.  a  Year  i  They 
»c  already  refbrained  from  chufmg  any  Man  concerned  in  col- 
leding  the  pnblick  Revenue:  They  a  re  a]  ready  retrained  from 
chufing  their  High-Sheriff  to  be  their  Reprefentative  ;  and 
now  they  are  to  be  refbained  from  chudng  any  Placemen,  befidc 
thofe  excepted  in  this  Bill.  ^Ims  is,  'tis  true,  a  new  Reftraint, 
93t  it  can  no  more  he  (aid  to  be  an  Infriogcment  of  the  Peo* 
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An.  15.  Gto.  11.  pie's  Liberties,  than  confining  a  Madman  can  be  faid  to  be  an 
'74^'  Infringement  of  his  Liberty  ;  for  if  the  People  were  not  mad , 

or  fomething  worfe,  they  would  never  chufeaMan  astheGuar- 
dian  of  their  Liberties,  that  muft  either  forfeit  the  lucrative  Poll 
he  enjoys,  or  betray  his  Truft  toMinifters  who  can,  and  pro- 
bably will,  take  his  Poft  from  him  if  he  does  not,  and  who 
have  always  by  Experience  been  found  to  be  the^greatcft  E- 
ncmies  to  the  Liberties  of  the  People. 

*  I  hope,  I  have  now  made  it  appear,  that  this  Bill  is  no  In- 
fringement either  of  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown  or  the  Li- 
berties of  the  People  j  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  abfolutely 
nccelfary  for  preferving  our  Conftitution,  by  preventing  a  mi- 
nifterial  and  corrupt  Influence  in  Parliament.  I  (hall  next  pro- 
ceed to  examine  the  Origin  of  this  andfuch  like  Bills,  in  order 
ro  fee  whether  they  deferve  to  be  called  the  Offspring  of  frac- 
tion, niirfed  up  by  Fury  and  Difcontent.  This  I  know,  my 
Lords,  is  a  Scandal  that  has  been  thrown  by  Minifters  and  their 
Favourites  upon  all  the  Laws  we  have  for  fecuring  the  Liberties 
of  the  People.  The  Haheas  Corpus  Bill  was,  by  the  Miniflers 
of  that  Time,  reckon 'd  fuch  a  fadious  Bill,  that  when  it  was 
firft  brought  in,  the  Parliament  was  prorogued  before  it  could 
be  got  ready  for  the  Royal  AfTent.  The  Triennial  Bill  was  rec- 
koned fuch  a  fa^ious  Bill,  that  King  IVilliam  was  advifed,  by 
his  Minifters,  to  refufe  it  the  Royal  Aflent,  the  firft  SelTion 
it  was  prefentedj  and  would  perhaps,  have  done  the  fame  iq 
the  ncxtSeflion,  if  it  had  not  been  prefented  to  him  Very  early 
in  thcScflion,  and  long  before  the  neccflary  Supplies  were  all 
granted.  And  the  Laws  we  have  for  preventing  Peiifioners  and 
the  Collc<Stors  of  our  publick  Revenue  from  having  Scats  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  have  generally  been  fcandalizcd  in 
the  fame  Manner  by  Minifters  and  their  Favourites  ;  but  all 
impartial  Men  will  admit,  that  thofe  Bills  were  the  Offspring 
of  a  true  publick  Spirit,  and  that  if  they  were  nuffed 
by  Difcontent,  it  was  a  Difcontent  that  proceeded  from 
the  illegal  and  opprcfTivc,  or  corrupt  Pradliccs  of  our  Mini- 
fters. 

^  Then  with  regard  to  the  Bill  now  before  us,  I  fhall  grant 
that  this,  or  feme  fuch  Bill  as  this,  has  been  often  brought 
into  Parliament,  and  has  been  as  often  oppoled  by  Minifters  ; 
but  I  never  heard  ihat  fuch  Bills  proceeded  from  Fadlion. 
A\'hat  the  noble  Lord  meant  by  inflnuating,  that  the  Parlia- 
ment was  ever  deftroyed  by  any  fiich  Bill,  is,  \^hat  I  cannot 
comprehend ;  for,  I  hope,  he  will  not  call  the  Aifembly  held 
here  tovvards  the  End  ofYAwgCharles  the  Firft's  Reign  aPar- 
ilameat,  or  tlicir  felf-denying  Ordinance  an  Ac5t  of  Parlia- 
neiit.     That  Afferably  had  before^  by  means  of  their  Army, 

deftroyed 
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dcftroycd  the  Subfhnce  dfour  Conftirutioiiy  and  no  wonder  An.  15.  Geo.  II, 

forh  an  Army  fKotild  at  Ui\  deftroy  the  remaining  Shadow,  174* 

ffpccially  after  it  began  to  be  troublefome  to  them,  ahdhate*  ' 

fal  to  the  whole  Kingdom.    But  thank  God  !  we  have  as  yet 

no  luch  Army  to  deal  with,  nor  is  the  Charafter  of  this  Par- 

bmcnt    as  yet  become  dcfpicablc  among  the  People.     We 

uvc  nothing  to  tear  from  the  Swords  of  our  Army,  as  long 

AS  their  chief  Officers  are  Members  oftliis  or  the  other  Houfe, 

of  Parliament,   which   this   Bill  does  not  prevent:  Their 

'v  oies  only  we  have  to  fear,  in  cafe  too* great  a  Number  of 

Subalterns  fhotild  happen  to  be  Members  of  the  other  Houfe. 

This  we  ought  to  prevent,  and  this  every  Man  of  Honour  in 

the  Army  will  affift  us  in  preventing,  efpccially  fuchofthem 

as  have  no   Hopes   of  becoming  the  Members  of  tlie  othef 

Houfe,  which  is  by  far  the  greaicft  Part,  and,   I  believe,  by 

nich  the  beft  Part  of  the  Soldiers. 

'  \Vc  cannot  therefore,  my  Lords,  draw  any  Argument 
fiT)ra  what  happened  in  that  pretended  Parliament  which 
JULrdered  their  King,  after  havmg  deftroy M  the  Conftitu- 
tion  of  their  Country  ;  and  as  no  fuch  Law  as  this  has  ever 
ytt  taken  Place,  we  cannot  pretend  to  know,  from  Expe- 
rience, any  bad  Effcd  it  will  produce  :  But  as  feveral  fuch 
Bills  have  been  brought  in  ;  as  thofe  Bills  were  all  brought 
In  by  tfaofc  who  by  their  Condodl  appeared  to  be  Friends  to 
our  Conftitntion,  and  oppofed  by  thofe  who  have  always  ap- 
peared to  be  its  greatcfl  Enemies,  I  mean  our  Miuifters  of* 
i^tate ;  and  as  no  Inconvenience,  but  great  Benefit,  has  ac- 
cmed  from  that  Law  which  difables  Commiflioners  and  Offi^ 
errs  of  our  Cuftoms  or  Excife  from  being  Members  of  the 
other  Houie,  Experience  muft  give  us  a  ^vourable  Opinion 
of  tliis  Bill.  Can  it  be  faid,  that  in  the  Year  11693  ^^ 
«ere  infiuenced  by  any  fa^ious  Difcon tents  ?  And  yet  in 
rfut  Year,  fuch  a  Bill  as  this,  which  was  intituled,  A  Dill 
i-':chin^  free  and  impartial  Proceeding's  in  Parliament^  pafled 
hth  Hotifcs,  but  by  tj;ie  Advice  of  the  Minifters  was  rc- 
fjfed  the  Royal  Affcnt;  as  feveral  others  had  been  during 
^c  Beginning  of  that  Reign.  Can  it  be  fuppoied,  that  in 
the  Year  170 1,  we  were  governed  by  any  faAious  Difcon-* 
tents  ?  And  yet  in  the  A<ft  of  Settlement  then  pafled,  there 
'  IS  an  cxprc6  Claufc  for  excluding  all  Placemen  from  hav- 
ing Seats  m  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  after  the  Settlement 
then  eftablifhed  fhould  take  Place,  which  Claufe  met  with 
the  Approbition,  not  only  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
btof  tfie  Crown  itfelf.  And  furely  no  Man  will  derogate 
fc>  much  from  the  known  Courage  of  King  IVilUam^  as  to 
fiy,  that  he  would  have  allowed  liimfclf  to  be  bullied  by 
II  3  any 
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Ab.  15.  Geo.  II.  any  Fa^on  or  Party  ii^to  a  Regulation^  vhich  he  tlioaght 
>74*  would  ftrikc  at  the  Root  of  our  ConfHtutlon.  This  Cladfe, 
'  tis  true,  was  afterwards  in  the  Queen's  Time  repealed  ;  but 
I  wifh  the  noble  Peers  who  were  the  Promoters  of  that  Re- 
peal, had  confidered  a  little  more  ^eir  own  Chara^ers,  as 
well  as  the  Conftitution  of  their  Country ;  for  if  they  had, 
they  might  perhaps  have  made  fome  fuch  Exceptions  as  are 
contained  in  this  Bill ;  but,  I  am  fure,  they  would  never 
have  agreed  to,  and  much  lefs  propofed  a  general  and  ab- 
folute  Repeal  of  that  Claufe. 

*  Even  now,  my  Lords,  we  may  be  lii^le  to  (bme  Dif- 
cbntents ;  but  if  we  are,  they  are  (blt  from  bdng  fadioas 
Difcontents  :  They  are  mol\  juflifiable  Difcontents :  They 
arc  fuch  as  have  been  occafioned  by  Meafures  which  have 
brought  this  Nation  into  Difgrace,  and  Europe  to  the  Brink 
df  Deftrudion  :  Meafures^  which  could  not  have  been  car- 
ried on,  if  fuch  a  Law  as  this  had  been  in  Being  ;  and  Mea- 
fures, which  our  lateft  Pofterity  may  have  Caufe  to  load 
with  Imprecations.  If  many  Gentlemen  of  the  other 
Houfe,  and  perhaps  fbme  of  your  Lordftiips  Predeccflbrshad 
not  been  biafled  by  the  honourable  or  lucrative  Imploy- 
ments  poileiled  or  expeded,  it  is  impoHible  to  fuppofe,  that 
Parliaments  would  have  approved  of  Meafures,  the  fatal 
Confequcnces  of  which  were  Co  emphatically  foretold  at  the 
Time,  and  have  fince  been  fo  fully  verified  by  the  Event  ; 
therefore  the  Bill  now  before  us  cannot  be  fnppofed  to  pro- 
ceed from  Fadlion  or  Fury,  but  from  a  true  Regard  to  our 
Conftitution,  and  a  well-grounded  Jealoufy  of  a  minifterial 
corrupt  Influence  in  Parliament. 

*  It  (eems  to  be  a  Misfortune,  that  fome  of  your  Lord- 
fbip«  can  never  properly  diitinguifh  between  the  Crown  and 
the  Miniftcrs  of  the  Crown,  which  often  brings  Confufion 
into  our  Debates ;  and  yet  there  is  nothing  more  plain  than 
that  Difiindion  has  been  made  by  our  Conftitution.  The 
Crown  ought  certainly  to  be  a  Check*  upon  all  its  Mini- 
Hers,  and  all  tbofe  employed  in  the  executive  Part  of  our 
Government  :  It  is  not  only  the  Duty  but  the  Intcreft  of 
the  King  to  tike  care,  or  to  liave  care  taken,  that  none  of 
thofe  he  employs  ftiall  make  a  bad  Vfe  of  the  Power  he 
inmifts  them  with,  or  the  Confidence  he  renofes  in  tbcm  ; 
but  this  is  too  cxtenflve  a  Talk  for  any  King  whatfoevcr, 
cfpecially  the  King  of  fuch  a  large  and  populous  Kingdom 
as  this  is  ;  and  therefore  by  our  Conftitution,  the  King  is  to 
be  afllftcd  in  ihp  Performance  of  this  Duty  by  his  Parlia- 
ment. We  are  never  to  enquire  into  the  Conduft  of  our 
SoverHgn :  Our  Couftitution  tells  us  he  can  do  no  Wrong ; 

hut 
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bat  by  fais  Appointment,  we  are  to  examine  the  Condu^  of  As,  15.  Ceo.  lU 
bis  Minifters  and  Counfellors  ;  and  it  is  his  Intereft  that  we         i74»« 
ihoiilci  €aiih^Uj  and  impanially  perform  this  Duty.    If  ^ 
the  Majority  of  die  other  Houie  fhould  confifl  of  thole  em* 
ployed  by  the  Crown  in  the  executive  Part  of  ourGovem- 
zaeot,  would  not  they  then  be  both  Judge  and  Party  ?  Is  it 
then  DoiCble  to  fuppofe,  that  fuch  a  Houfe  of  Parliament 
voukl  fiuthfully  and  impartially  perform  this  Duty  to  their 
Soverdga  ?  To  prevent  this  Impoflibility^  is  the  Defign  of 
this  Bid.     It  fets  up  no  Standard  of  Divifion  between  the 
Crown  and  the  Parliament,  but  is  calculated  for  preventing 
the  Parliament's  being  engaged  in  an  Interefl  not  only  fe* 
parate   ftx>m,  but  oppofite  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Crown,  1 
BKan  that  of  a  guilty  Minifter  ;  and  therefore  I  muft  be^ 
Leave  to  fay,   that  in  my  Opinion,  whoever  argues  againft 
this  Bill,    argues  againft  the  Interefl,  the  Glory,  and  the 
Happinefs  of  his  Sovereign. 

*  1  am  fnrprifed,  my  Lords,  to  hear  it  (aid  in  this  Houle, 
that  in  order  to  be  a  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  a  Lord  High 
Trealiirer,  it  is  neceflary  for  a  Man  to  be  iirft  an  Under- 
Ckrk  in  die  Office.  At  this  Rate  none  of  your  Lordfhips 
could  ever  be  capable  of  being  in  any  of  thefe  high  Offices, 
so  nor  any  of  your  Pofterity  ;  and  yet  both  Stck  high 
Offices  have  often  been  moft  worthily  filled,  and  meft  duly 
ocecnted  by  (bme  of  your  Anceflors,  without  having  ever 
be£)re  had  an  Opportunity  to  learn  any  Thing  of  the  in- 
tricate Routine  of  thofc  Offices,  From  Experience  wc 
know,  that  moft  of  our  great  Offices  may  be  executed  by 
Men  who,  from  their  Binh  and  Quality,  could  never  de- 
ficoid  k  low  as  to  be  a  Clerk  in  the  Office  ;  and  under 
ioch  Men,  I  believe,  the  Duty  of  the  Office  will  always  be 
more  £iithfully  performed,  than  it  would  be,  fhould  a  litde 
Fdlow  of  an  Under-Clerk  be  raifed  by  the  Favour  of  a 
Prime  IMlnifler,  to  be  at  the  Head  of  the  Office,  /which  is 
not  mtilikely  to  happen,  if  no  fuch  Bill  as  this  /hould  ever 
be  pafled  into  a  Law. 

*  I  ihali  grant,  my  Lords,  that  in  the  Army  few  Gen- 
tlemen are  made,  or  indeed  ought  to  be  made  Colonels  or 
Generals,  without  having  firff  been  Captains,  or  perhaps 
Subalterns  ;  not  becaufe  of  their  Incapacity  or  Ignorance, 
but  becaafe  it  would  be  a  Difcouragement  to  the  Seryicejt 
and  an  Injoftice  to  thofe  inferior  Officers  who  have  a  Tide 
to  be  adwiced.  But  can  we  fuppofc,  that  any  young  Gen"* 
tien^n  who  had  a  Mind  to  raife  himlelf  in  theArmy^ 
would  throw  up  his  Commiffion  rather  than  his  Seat  in 
PvEasKnt  ?  Or  is  it  necei&ry,  that  a  young  Gentleman 

H3  of 
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.  15.  Geo.  n.  of  Family  and  Fortune  fhould  be  in  tlic  other  Houfc  ar 
^^^  foon  as  he  comes  of  Age,  and  confequently  have  a  Share 
in  governing  the  Nation,  before  he  can  well  be  fuppofcd 
capable  to  govern  himfelf  ?  This  is  lb  for  from  being  ne- 
celFary,  that,  I  believe,  it  would  be  happy  for  the  Nation 
to  have  a  Regulation  made,  that  no  Man  (hould  be  capable 
of  being  chofen  a  Member  of  the.  other  Houfc,  till  after 
bis  being  thirty  or  forty  Years  of  Age  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
With  me  an  Argument  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  that  it  would 
prevent  the  other  Houfe's  being  filled  with  young  Gentle- 
men, who  are  more  fond  of  a  Cockade  than  of  the  Liber- 
ties of  their  Country. 

*  Such  Gentlemen,  my  Lords,  will  always  prefer  their 
having  a  Commiffion  in  the  Army  to  their  having  a  Seat  in 
Parliament ;  confequently  this  Bill  will  prevent  no  fuch  Gen- 
tlemen of  Family  and  Fortune  from  ferving  in  the  Army  : 
And  as  tothofe  Gentlemen  of  Family  and  Fortune,  who  have 
good  Senfe  and  true  Honour,  an  Exclufion  from  Parliament 
will  be  an  Encouragement  for  them  to  ferve  in  the  Army, 
1)ecaufc  they  may  then  expeft  to  meet  with  Juftice  in  the 
Army,  without  being  obliged  to  purcbalc  it  by  betraying 
their  Country,  and  lacrificing  their  Confcience  in  Parliament. 
Whereas  fhould  a  Prime  Minifler  rcfolve  to  keep  a  numerous 
Army  always  in  Pay,  and  a  powerful  Squadron  always  in 
Commiffion,  not  for  over-awing  or  defeating  the  Enemies  of 
his  Country  at  Sea  or  in  the  Field,  but  for  defeating  all  Op- 
pofition  to  his  Meafures  in  Parliament,  and  all  Inquiries  into 
his  Conduct,  no  Gentleman  of  Family  or  Fortune  could  ex- 
pc6t  common  Juflicc,  either  in  our  Army  or  Navy,  unlefs 
he  fhould,  by  Means  of  his  Family  or  Fortune,  get  himfelf 
chofen  a  Member  of  Parliament,  and  there  vote  in  every 
Cafe  according  to  tlie  Minifler's  Direftion.  If  this  fhould 
qvcr  happen,  I  am  fure  no  Gentleman  of  Family  and  For- 
tune, who  had  any  Honour,  would  accept,  or  could  long 
keep  a  Commiffion  in  our  Navy  or  Army  ;  and  as  to  thole 
who  have  no  Honour,  let  their  Family  or  Fortune  be  what 
it  will,  I  am  fure  the  mofl  wicked  and  enterprifing  Minifter 
can  more  fafely  rely  upon  them  for  his  Protection,  than 
their  Country  can  truRto  them  for  its  Relief. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  it  is  evident,  that  if  we  intend  to  en- 
courage Gentlemen  of  Honour  as  well  as  Family  and  For- 
tune to  enter  themfelvesin  our  Army,  or  on  board^our  Fleet, 
we  mufl  pafs  this  Bill  ;  and  this  feems  now  to  be  the  more 
neceflary,  becaufe  we  have  a  more  numerous  Army  of  Bri- 
t'tjh  Subjcifl's  on  Foot,  and  a  greater  Number  of  Men  of  War 
ill  CommilEon,  than  we  ever  had  fince  we  have  had    any 

Thing 
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Tfalng  like  a  {landing  Army^  or  any  Thing  like  a  Royal  An.  15.  Geo.  Ii« 
Navy.     What  Advantage  diey  may  reap  for  their  Country,  i74«« 

I  do  not  know  :  I  am  fure,  they  are  a  great  Expence  to  it ;  ^  ■"^^'^  '  ^ 
and,  I  am  afraid,  we  fhall   never  get  free  of  any  great  Share 

of  that  Expence,  if  this  Bill  is  not  pajled  into  a  Law  ;  for 
^iilKl  our  Law  (lands  as  it  does  at  prefent,  I  am  convinced, 
the  Number  and  Influence  of  the  O/Rcers  of  our  Army  and 
Navy  will  be  every  Day  increafing  in  Parliament. 

*  I  hope,  I  have  now  (hewn,  my  Lords,  that  this  Bill,  if 
palled  into  a  Law,  muft  in  every  Refpeft  contribute  to  the 
Security  ofonr  Liberties  ;  that  our  Liberties  muft  fall  a  Sa- 
cn£ce  to  aminifterial  corrupt  Influence  in  Parliament,  or  to 
the  Ambition  and  Avarice  of  Mep  of  no  Fortune  or  no  Ho* 
COOT  in  our  Army,  if  it  is  not  palled  into  a  Law  ;  and  that 
every  Objedion  made  againd  it,  appears  to  be  an  Argument 
for  it.  But  of  all  the  Obje^ious  that  have  been  made,  1  am 
molt  fiirpriied  at  its  heme  faid,  that  this  Bill  will  be  a  bad 
Compliment  to  his  Majefty,  becaufe  we  are  to  take  from 
him  the  Power  of  dilpoUng  of  Places  and  judging  of  iVIerit. 
Can  this  Objt^Hon  be  made  by  any  Lord  who  has  read  the 
RU  ?  Docs  it  in  the  lead  dimmiih  his  Majc(ly*s  Power  of  dif- 
pofing  of  Places  or  judging  of  Merit  ?  May  not  he,  notwith- 
flanding  this  Bill,  grant  a  Place  to  any  Member  of  Parlia* 
ment  lie  thinks  fit  ?  As  the  Law  now  (lands,  fuch  Member 
mod  be  re-cho(en  ;  and  I  have  (hewn,  that  the  People  ought 
ia  mod  Caies  to  be  retrained  from  re-chu(ing  him,  becaufe 
if  they  were  not  mad,  they  would  not  do  fo  ;  for  I  am  fure, 
ao  Man  can  be  a  proper  Guardian  of  their  Liberties,  whole 
chief  Subdftance,  as  well  as  his  Hopes  of  future  Advance-^ 
loent,  may  probably  depend  upon  his  betraying  them  :  I  fay, 
CO  inch  Man  ought  to  be  cho(en  or  re-choien  oy  the  People, 
onle(s  he  be  a  Man  of  a  greater  and  more  edabli(hed  Cha-* 
rader  than  any  Clerk  of  an  Oflice,  or  inferior  Officer  of  our 
Annyor  Navy,  can  be  fuppofed  to  be.  The  Bill  is  there- 
fore no  Infringement  of  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  or 
Liberties  of  the  People  :  It  has  always  been  a  favourite  Bill 
of  thoie  who  were  for  (ecuring  our  Conditution  againd  the 
Defigns  of  ambitions  Princes  or  wicked  Miniders  ;  and  as  I 
gbry  in  being  one  of  thofe,  I  (hall  mod  heartily  concur  in 
laving  it  palled  into  a  Law.' 

The  fame  Day,  on  the  Earl  of  Sandwich' z  Motion,  the  Orders    rehdRg 
l^rds  refblved.  that  the  Chancellor  do  attend  the  Houfe  at  to  hearing   of 

I I  o'clock  each  Day,  and  that  all  Caufes  be  fird  proceeded  ^'^*** 
&a  before  any  Bills  be  read,  or  otlicr  Budnefs,  agreeable  to 

^u  an  dent  (landing  Order. 
.ifnl  14.     The  Lords  ordered  that  the  Roll  of  dan^njg 

Orders 
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An.  t5«  Goo.  IL  Orders  be  taken  into  Coniideration  the  firft  Monday  after 

J?^*        jPtf/?tfr  Rcccfs,  and  the  Lords  to  be  fummoned. 

~*>^  '  ^       The  next  Day  his  Majefty  came  to  the  Houfe,  and  gave 

the  Royal  Aflcnt  to  the  Land-Tax  Bill,  to  fcvcn  other  pub- 

Koyal  AOcnt  toHck,  and  eight  private  Bills,    Then  the  Lords  adjoum'd  to 

fwcral  Bili^       the  Tue/}/ay  fe'nnight. 

It  was  generally  bcliev'd,  that  the  Reafon  of  the  Refolu- 
tion  of  the  Houfe  for  taking  into  Confideration  their  {land- 
ing Orders,  was  to  fettle  the  Precedence  of  the  Royal  Fami- 
ly ;  the  Diike  of  Cumberland  being  then  at  Age,  it  was  dif- 
putcd  whether  he  (hould  take  Place  in  the  Houfe  before  the 
Sons  of  the  Heir  apparent  to  the  Crown,  or  not ;  feveral 
Lords  being  of  Opinion,  his  Royal  Highnefs  could  not  claim 
Precedency  of  the  Prince  oilVales*%  Children. 

^pfil  34.  The  Earl  of  Stair  was  appointed  Governor  of 
Minorca  J  in  the  Room  oi  j^lgenmn  Evl  o(  Hertford,  made 
Governor  ofGuernfey. 

On  the  J7th  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Qimherlfjidj 
D.  of  Comber- ^'^^  cameof  Age  on  the  15th,  was  introduced,  between  the 
Jand  and  other  ^^^^  ofGrafion^  Dorfety  Ancafler^  and  the  Earl  oi Effing- 
leers  ukfi  their  ^''W  Deputy  Earl  Marftial,  into  the  Houfe  of  Peers,and  took 
Spats.  the  Oaths,  and  his  Seat  in  the  Chair  on  the  Left  Hand  of  the 

Throne,  by  his  Majefty  *s  Command. 

The  fame  Day  the  Lord  Vifcount  St  John  took  his  Seat 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  in  the  Room  of  his  Father  deceas'd  : 
As  did  alfo  the  Lord  F'ttr-Mliams  and  Lord  Edgcon:be,  both 
whom  were  a  few  Days  before,  created  Peers  of  Great  Bri- 
tain^ the  former  by  tlie  Title  of  Baron  Fitzwii/iams  of  Mil- 
t'^Uy  in  Northamptonjb'irey  being  at  that  Time  F^irl  of  F/7z- 
'Mi'tams  in  Ireland ;  and  the  latter  by  the  Title  of  Baron 
Edgcvnbe  oi  Mount^Edgcombey  in  Devon/hire y  being  then 
Member  of  Parliament  for  Pfympton. 

On  the  30th  the  Marquis   of  Tweedale  was  unanimoufly 
J^k^*chof^*^M  eJe^ed  one  of  the  1 6  Scots  Peers,  in  the  Room  of  the  Earl 
^riitilvtm^  ^^ ^^^^^'^  deceased.    There  were  22  Peers  prefent^  and  38 
fent  their  Proxies, 

Mey  13.  The  Lords  took  thcRollofftanding  Orders  in- 
to farther  ConCderation,  and,  after  a  Debate,  ordered  that 
the  Order  relating  to  the  Poor's  Box  be  ftruck  out. 

May  If,  The  Lords  went  thro' the  Bank  Contract  BiU, 
aoreml  Bills  and  repotted  it  without  Amendment  ;  alfo  the  Bill  to  indem- 
^^*  nify  Perfons  who  have  omitted  to  qusdify  themfelvesfor  Of^' 

ficcs,  ^c. 

May  :io.  The  Lords  pafled  the  Bank  Contraft  Bill,  then 
read  a  firft  Time  a  Bill  For  the  better  fecurhg  the  Trade  and 
f/^v'tgat'm  of  this  Ki/fgdo/;i  in  Timfs  ofWar^ 

Th« 
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The  Cone  Day  the  Lords  read  a  Bill  from  the  Commons,  An.  15.  Geo.  It* 
which  took  its  Rife  in  that  Houfc  ftom  the  Complaints  of  the  ^     !Z^^     ^ 
Merchants,  intitled,  j^  Biilfor  the  bemr  fecurmg  the  Trade       ^'^^^"^^ 
^Navigation  of  Ms  Kingdom  inTimesoflVar;  of  which 
the  fi)llowing  is  an  exadl  Copy  : 

WiBerraitr  it  is  neceffary,  inTime<  ofWar,  thata  fuf-  Copy  ofaBillfent 
ndent  Nmnber  of  Ships  (honld  he  appointed,  and  upfiontheCom* 
kept  conftantly  employed  as  Cruizers,  in  proper  Stations,  ?»<>»■»  ^  fcoa^- 
for  the  Protedion  and  Security  of  the  Tcade  and  Naviga-  JS*  -^^  "^ 
tion  of  this  Kingdom  ;  ©c  it  OUUteD,  hy  the  King's  mo^r^^^iT 
Excellent  Maje%,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Confent  of 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons  in  this  pre- 
fent  F^liamentaflembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  fame. 
That  when,  and  as  often  as  this  Kingdom  (hail  be  engaged  in 
War  with  any  Kingdom  or  State  in  Eurofe,  (over  and  above 
theShipsof  War  for  the  Line  of  Battle,  and  for  Convoys  to 
remote  Parts)  fuch  a  Number  of  Ships  of  War,  as  (hall 
be  fji/Bcient  for  the  ProteOion  and  Security  of  the  Mer- 
chant Ships,  in  their  going  ont  and  returning  hoaie,  (hall 
be  conflandyemployed  as  Cruizers,  or  for  Convoys,  in  and 
near  li^BritiJb  Channel  and  Soundings,  and  in  rach  other 
Stations  on  this  Side  Cape  Finifterre^  as  (hall,  by  the  Lord 
High  Admiral  or  CommifGoners  for  executing  the  Office 
of  Lord  High  Admiral  oi  Great  Britain  lor  the  Time  be» 
ing,  be  judged  moft  proper  for  thatPurpofe ;  the  aforefaid 
Ships  of  War  to  be  careen'd  at  leaft  •  [three]  Times  in  the 
Year,  or  oftner,  if  there  be  Occafion  ;  and  that  the  Sea- 
men on  Board  any  fuchCruizers,  (hall  not  be  turned  over 
into  any  other  Ship  or  Ships,  but  (iich  only  as  (hall  be 
appointed  for  cruizing,  or  Home  Convoys,  according  to  the 
Tenor  of  this  Ad. 

'  IX.  l^^otoiDeD  altoaj^jfir,  ann  be  it  (Ctucteti  hy  tiye      % 

ItMtfOXity  afbrefaiO,  That  nothing  herein  eontaineH  (hall 
redrain,  or  be  conftrued  to  refbain,  the  Lord  High  Admi- 
ral, or  Commidioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral  for  die  Time  being,  mm  direding  any  of 
the  Ships  which  (hall  be  appointra  to  be  Cruizers  in  Pur- 
(kance  of  this  Aft,  to  be  employed  in  the  Line  of  Battle, 
(in  CafeofgreatNecefTity)  on  this  Side  Cape  Finifterre^ 
without  whofe  immediate  Direction,  the  faid  Ships  (hail  al- 
ways be  cruizingy  or  employed  as  Home  Convoys,  except 
wiicn  thev  are  careening  or  refitting, 

« in 

<  The  Wrnfs  within  ^Mfe  Mi^  [  ]  (hew  how  the  Blankt  were  fil- 
ki  up,  aod  the  Amendinents  made  in  if«  ProgreTf  through  the  Houie  of 
C&inawo^  with  Notes  of  the  Wovds  ieft  mtt 
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'^  III.  3nb  be  it  macteb  bp  tbe  attt^oritp  aforefaiD, 

That  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  CommiiTionera  for  execut- 
ing the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  Time  being, 
(hall,  on  or  before  the  f^'irft  Day  of  Jufy  next,]  authorize 
and  appoint  a  Commimoner  of  the  Navy,  or  ibme  one  or 
more  Perfon  or  Pcrfons,  who  fliall  conftandy  refide  at  fach 
Place  or  Places,  as  his  Majefty  fhall  dired,  by  Virtue  of 
which  Appointment,  fuch  Perfon,  or  Perfons,  in  the 
Place  or  Places,  for  which  he  or  they  (hall  be  appoint- 
ed, fliall  fuperintend  and  overfee  every  Thing  relating  to 
the  aforefaid  Cruizers ;  and  (hall  take  care  that  every 
Thing  neceflary  be  immediately  provided  for  all  and  every 
the  aforefaid  cruizing  Ships  01  War,  that  (hall  come  into 
any  Port  by  Strefs  of  Weather,  or  to  careen  or  refit ;  and 
as  (bon  as  they,  or  any  of  them,  are  refitted,  (ball  order 
all  or  any  of  the  faid  Ships  of  War,  to  pnt  to  Sea  again  as 
(oonaspofTible. 

*  IV.  j^no  be  it  further  enart'  d  bv  ttye  Zutt)zritf 

afbrefaiDt  That  from  and  after  the  (aid  [Firft  Day  of 
y^fyyl  if  any  Captain  or  other  Officer,  on  Board  any  of 
his  Majefly's  Ships  of  War,  (hall  willingly  fpring,  carry 
away,  or  lofe  any  Maft  or  Mafts  of  any  fuch  Ship*,  or 
(hall  make  any  falfe  Pretence  or  Excufe  for  leaving  the 
Station,  on  which  fuch  Ship  or  Ships  (hall  be  appointed  to 
cruize,  or  (hall  return  into  Port  before  the  Expirarion  of 
the  Term  appointed  for  his  Cruize,  without  juft  and  fuffi- 
cient  Reafon  for  fo  doing  ;  every  Captain  and  Officer  of- 
fending in  any  of  the  aforefaid  Cafes,  [(hall  be  punilhed 
by  Fine,  Imprifonment,  or  otherwife,  as  the  Offence,  by  a 
Court-Martial,  (hall  be  adjudged  to  defervej 

*  V.  2utC,  to  the  Intent,  that  it  may  be  the  more  cafily 
known  what  Service  the  aforefaid  Cruizers  (hall  every  Year 

perform.    Be  it  enattfD  bp  tlje  autlioritp  aferefaib. 

That  the  Commiffioner  of  the  Navy  in  each  of  the  Out- 
Ports,  or  fuch  Perfon  or  Pcrfons  as  (hall,  for  that  Purpofe, 
be  appointed  by  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Commidioners 
for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the 
Time  being,  (hall  tranfmit  to  him  or  them,  [every  Three 
Months,]  a  diflindt  and  feparate  Account  digeded  into 
■  proper  Columns,  of  the  Time  when  any  of  the  Ships  ap- 
pointed to  be  Cruizers,  failed  out  of  Port,  when  fuch 
Ship  came  in,  together  with  the  Number  of  Days  caft  up 
that  fuch  Ship  was  out  upon  I>«ty,  and  the  Rcafons  of  her 
putthig  into  Port,  and  the  Time  and  Reafons  of  her  Stay 
there;  with  an  Account  how  often,  and  tlic  Times  when 
each  of  the  faid  Ships  have  been  careened  every  Year  ; 

*ajid 

•  Left  out^  tr  Shifu 
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and  that  the  Lord  Hig^h  Admiral,  or  Commiflioners  for  exe-  An.  15.  Gco.IL 
cuting   the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  Time  .     JJ^ 
being,  fhall  caufe  Copies  of  the  faid  Accounts  to  be  laid  ''**' 

before  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  within  [Eight  Days] 
after  their  Meeting. 

*  VI.  2nD  be  it  fiirtlifr  (tnatfeD  by  tlje  aiutI)orit|> 

afirrefaiD)  That  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  the  Com- 
miiSoners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral 
for  the  Time  being,  fhall,  on  or  before  the  faid  [Firft  Day 
of  JttfyJ  nominate  and  appoint  fuch  a  Number  of  Ships 
of  War,  as  fhall  be  foificient  for  the  Purpofes  aforementi- 
oned, to  he  Cruizers  or  Convoys  on  this  Side  Cape  //- 
nifterre  for  the  current  Year  ;  and  (hall  afterwards  yearly 
and  every  Year,  during  the  prefent,  or  any  fiiture  War, 
between  the  [Firfl  Day  of  November}  and  the  [Firft  Day 
of  December^  nominate  and  appoint  a  fnfficient  Number 
of  Ships  of  War  to  be  Cruizers  or  Convoys  on  this  Side 
Cape  rintfterre  for  the  Year  enfuing  ;  and  as  often  as  any 
of  them  fhall  happen  to  be  taken  or  lofl,  fhall,  as  foon  as 
may  be,  appoint  others  in  the  Room  of  every  Ship  fo 
taken  or  loit. 

*  VII.  3ln0  whereas  it  Is  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  the 
Trade  of  this  Nation,  that  the  Captains  or  Commanders 
of  his  Majefly's  Ships  of  War,  appointed  for  Convoys  to 
and  ffrom  remote  Parts,  fhould  take  due  Care  of  the  Mer- 
chant Ships  committed  to  their  Charge  ;  J^t  it  ti)errfbrf 
(CnaCteD  b?  tlje  JlutftOritp  afOrefaiD,  That  every  Cap- 
tain or  Commander  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  Ships  of  War, 
who,  on  or  after  the  Bill  fhall  commence,  fhall  be  ap« 
pointed  Convoy  or  Guard  to  any  Merchant  Ships  or  Vel- 
iels,  or  who  fhail  have  any  Merchant  Ships  or  Veflels  un- 
der his  Charge,  do  and  fhall  diligently  attend  upon  fuch 
Charge  without  Delay,  and  in,  and  during  the  Courfe  of 
the  Voyage,  take  the  utmoft  Care  of  fuch  Merchant  Ships 
and  Veffels,  and  do,  and  fhall,  every  Evening  fee  that  the 
whole  Number  of  the  faid  Merchant  Ships  and  Veffels 
under  his  Convoy  be  in  Company  with  him  ;  and  inCafis 
be  fhall  be  obliged  in  the  Night  Time  to  tack  or  alter  his 
Courfe,  or  lie  to,  that  he  do  and  fhall  make  the  proper 
Signals,  to  give  the  Merchant  Ships  and  Veflels,  under 
im  Convoy,  Notice  thereof ;  and  if,  in  the  Morning,  he 
fhall  find  any  of  the  faid  Merchant  Ships  or  Veflels  to  be 
miffing,  he  fhall  ufc  his  utmoft  Endeavours  to  rejoin  them, 
and  fliall  not  willingly  or  negligently  fail  away  from,  leave 
or  forfake  filch  Merchant  Ships  or  Veflels,  until  he  haa 
feen  them  fafe,  fo  far  as  he  fhall  be  direded  to  convoy 
them;  azid  in  cafe  any  of  the  (aid  Merchant  Ships  or 

*  VcfTds 
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An.  ti.Cto.VL  *  Vcflels  {hull  be  inPiftrcfa,  he  (hall  give  them  all  proper 
jj^\^  .  '  and  necclTary  Relief  and  AfiifbinQey  as  fiu-  as  he  is  able  ; 
^^  '  and  in  cafe  any  fuch  Captain  or  Commanding  Officer  (hall 

*  refufe  or  negle^  to  do  all  or  any  of  the  Matters  afbrefaid^ 

*  every  fuch  Captain  or  Commanding  Officer,  (hall  Q  be 
^  condemned  to  make  Reparation  of  the  Damage  to  the 

*  Merchants,  Owners,  and  others,  as  the  Court  of  Admiral* 
^  ty  (hall  adjudge ;  and  alfo  be  punifhed  according  to  the 
^  Quality  of  his  Offence,  as  (hall  be  adjudged  fit  by  a  Court 
^  Martial.] 

'  VIII.  Jlnd  whereas  it  is  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to 
'  our  Settlements  in  the  Weft  IndieSy  and  the  Trade  there* 

*  of,  *  that  the  Commanders  of  Ships  (btioned  there  (honld 
^  ufe  their  bcft  Endeavours  for  the  Protection  and  Security 

*  of  fuch  Trade,  [and  the  Colonies  there  }'}T5^  it  far^ 

'  tijcr  (CnacteD  bp  ct)e3uf1|oritp  aforefaiD,  That  fnone 

'  of  his  Majefty*s  Ships,  which  (hall  be  ftationed  at  any  of 

*  the  faid  Settlements,  (hall  quit  or  leave  their  Stations  un- 
'  der  Pretence  of  going  to  careen  or  refit,  or  under  any  other 

*  Pretence  whatfoever,  without  an  efpecial  Order  fi-om  the 

*  Lord  High  Admiral  or  Commiffioners   for  executing  the 

*  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral,  (or  the  Commander  in 
'  Chief  of  his  Majefly's  Ships  of  War  in  thofe  Seas,  or  in 
<  the  Weft  Indies,  J)  for  the  Time  being  (|. 

*  IX.  UnD  to  the  End  that  it  may  appear  what  Service 
^  the  Ships  fo  ftationed  (hall  perform,  ISe  it  enaCteD  bp  tl)e 
'  3lUtt)0ritp  afbrefaiDy  That  the  Captain  or  Commanding 

*  Officer  on  Board  every  fuch  Ship  or  Veflcl,  (hall  keep  a 
'  diftind  and  feparate  Account,  dj^efted  into  proper  Co- 
'  lumfts,  of  the  Times  when  the  (aid  Ship  or  Velfel  (ailed 

*  out  of  Port,  when  fuch  Ship  or  Veflel  came  in,  the  Ser- 
'  vice  (he  was  upon,  together  with  the  Number  of  Days  caft 

*  up  that  (iich  Ship  or  VefTel  was  out  upon  fuch  Duty,  and 
'  (hall  caufe  the  (lime  to  be  fairly  entered  in  one  or  more 
'  Book  or  Books  to  be  kept  for  that  Pupo(e  ;  (uch  Entries 

*  to  be  digefted  in  proper  Columns,  and  to  be  every  [fix 
'  Months  3  tranfmitted  \  by  the  Captain  or  Commanding 

*  Officer  of  every  fuch  ftation*d  Ship,  to  the  Lord  High 
^  Admiral,  or  Commi(noner8  for  executing  the  Office  of 
^  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  Time  being,  and  (hall  alfo 

'  fend 

•Lef^OQt,  inTtmofff^ar. 

i*  Left  out,  during  the  Contittuanci  ofa»f  fittb  War. 

t  Thefe  Words  were  added. 

fi  Left  out,  Or  unUfs  tbt  Commander  or  Commttnders  of  fuch  Ship  *t 
Shtpijhatt  he  ordered  of  their  Station,  to  he  employed  in  the  Line  of  Battle 
in  the  IVeJt  Indiet,  which  foaU  not  he  done  hut  in  Cafesoftbe  grea$^  A'lw 
eejfity.  ' 

§  Left  out.  Together  with  the  DufUcata  theretf. 
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'  Ibd  Dcplicttes  of  the  laid  Accounts  at  the  firfl  Oppor-  An.  15.  Gto.nt 

'  timiqr.  1743 

'*x. aUiD  belt  furtf)cr  enacted  bp  tl)e aHuti^orifp  ' 

^  af;:rt(kiO^  That  the  Commanders  of  his  Majefty's  Ships 
*  of  War  on  their  Arrival  at  any  of  the  faid  Settlements, 
'  (hall  deliver  a  Copy  of  the  Orders  they  (hall  have  received 
'  firoffl  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Commiflioners  for  exe- 
'  CDting  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain 
'  for  the  Time  being,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the  Protedlion 
'  of  die  faid  Colonics,  and  of  the  Trade  of  the  faid  Colo- 
'  nics,  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the  refpe^ve  Co- 
'  lonvor  Plantation  where  they  (hall  be  ftationed^^  which 
'  Orders  Ihall  be  entered  into  die  Council  Books  of  fu'ch 
'  Colooy  or  Plantation  reipedively  ;  and  the  faid  Governor 
'  and  Codncil  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  give 
'  filch  Diredions  in  Writing  to  the  Captains  and  Com- 
'  manders  of  fuch  Rationed  Ships,  as  they  ftiall  think  will 
'  be  moft  for  the  Protedion  and  Security  of  their  Trade  ; 
'  and  the  laid  Captaiiis  and  Commanders  are  hereby  requir- 
'  ed  to  conform  to,  and  oblerve  the  fame,  provided  the  fame 
'  do  not  contradid  the  Inftrudtions  they  mall  have  received 
'  from  the  faid  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Commiffioners  for 
'  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  Time 


Then  a  Bill  To  impcrwer  Jaftices  of  Peace  to  commit  Ofen^ 
^s  to  the  Houfe  of  Correction  was  read  a  firftTime  :  As  alio 
a  Bii^,  For  indemnifying  fuch  Per/on 5  as  /ball  make  Difcoveries 
relating  to  the  Con&a  of  Robert  Earl  of  Orforcl,  which 
laft  was  ordered  to  beprinted,  and  the  Lords  to  be  fummon- several  Biih 
«d  J  Likewife  a  Bill  To  prevent  Perfons  from  ajfijiing  Prifo-  read, 
«w;  to  make  their  Efcape. 

M/y  24.  The  Lords  read  a  tlurd  Time,  and  palled  a  Bill 
For/ecuring  to  Thomas  Byron  his  new  Method  of  teaching 
h^t  Hand  for  14  Tears.  Then  read  a  firftTime  the  Bill 
i'i  prevent  Frauds  and  Counterfeits  in  Gold  and  Silver  Lace  : 
ABb  the  Bill  To  exclude  certain  Officers  from  fitting  in  tht 
^sSj/^  of  Commons y  and  ordered  it  to  be  printed. 

Mwf  27.  The  Lords  read  a  fecond  Time  a  Bill  from  the 
Onomons,  To  indemnify  fuch  Perjhns  at  Jhall  make  DifcQ- 
*rf«  relating  to  the  Condud  of  Robert  Earl  of  Orford, 
thereof  the  following  is  a  Copy  : 

*  H/JE^I'Wi^  •»  Inquiry  is  depending   in  Parliament  Copy  of  a  Bill  t« 
'  W      touching  the  Condua  of  Robert  Eari  of  Or  ford, '^"^'^r  Y'' 

•  during  the  Uft  ten  Years  of  his  being  Firft  CommiflJoncr  ^^l'^  e  ^a  ^f 

*   ofurfo<J. 

*  Tha  CIraie  wa;  added  in  the  Commltte^t 
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of  the  Treafury,  and  Chancellor  and  Under  Treaiurer  of 
his  Majefty's  Excheoiier  ;  and  it  is  neceilary,  for  the  Pur* 
pofe  aiorefaidy  that  leveral  PeHbns  (hould  be  examined  In 
Relation  to  any  Mifapplication>  illegal  or  corrupt  Difpoli^ 
tion  of  any  Money  granted  by  Paniament  for  defraying 
the  Expences  of  his  Majcfty's  Civil  Government,  and 
better  fupnorting  the  Dignity  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Brl- 
tain  and  tor  enabling  his  IMaiefly  to  make  an  honourable 
Provifion  for  his  Royal  Family,  and  of  any  other  publick 
Money  j  and  alfo  in  Relation  to  the  Difpofition  of  any 
Offices  and  Payments,  Allowances  or  Agreements  in  re- 
fped  thereof,  and  concerning  other  Matters  relating  to  the 
Condiift  of  the  faid  Robert  Earl  of  Orford  :  And  whereas, 
in  many  Cafes,Difcoveries,  relating  to  the  faid  Inquiry  cannot 
be  had  and  obtained,  without  fome  Indemnification  to  fuch 
Perfon  and  Perfbns  as  (hall  make  Difcovery  touching  tlie 
Matters  aforefaid  :  ffit*  it  enactf  D  by  the  King's  moft  Ex- 
cellent Majefty,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Content  of  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  thisprelent 
Parh'ament  aflembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  fame^ 
That,  for  the  more  effedlual  making  the  Inquiry  and  Difco- 
very aforelaid,  all  and  every  Perfon  and  Ferfons  (  otlierthan 
the  faid  Rohert  Earl  ai Orford  )  who  having  been  duly  fiim- 
moned,  Hiall,  uponhis,  her,  ortheir  being  examined  or  inter- 
rogated by  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  or  any  Committee 
of  cither  Houfe,  relating  to  the  Matters  aforefaid,  truly 
and  faithfiilly  difcover  and  difclofe,  to  the  befl  of  his,  her, 
or  their  Knowledge,  Remembrance  and  Belief,  all  fuch 
Matters  and  Things  as  he,  fhe,  or  tliey  ftiall  be  examined 
unto,  or  interrogated  upon,  touching  or  concerning  the 
faid  Inquiry  and  relative  thereunto,  fhall  be  ;  and  he,  fhe, 
and  they  is,  and  are  hereby  freed,  indemnified,  and  dif- 
charged  of,  from,  and  againfl  all  Forfeitures,  Penalties, 
Punifhments,  Difabilities  and  Incapacities,  which  he,  fhe, 
or  they  may  incur,  or  become  fubjeft  to,  for,  or  by  Rea- 
fon  or  Means  of  any  Matter  or  Thing,  which  he,  fhe,  or 
they  fhall,  upon  his  or  her,  or  their  being  examined,  as 
aforefaid,  truly  and  faithfully  difcover,  difclofe  and  make 
known,  touching  or  concerning  the  faid  Inquiry,  and  re- 
lative thereunto  ;  and  that  all  and  every  Perfon  and  Per- 
fbns (  other  than  the  faid  Rohert  Earl  ot  Orford')  making 
fuch  Difcovery  as  aforefaid,  who  fliall  have,  hold,  or  cnjojr 
any  Office  or  Offices  whatever,  (hall  be,  and  he,  (}ie  and  they 
is,  and  arc  hereby  enabled  and  made  capable  to  hold,  occupy, 
and  enjoy,  his,  her,  or  their  faid  Office  or  Offices,  notwith- 
ftanding  any  Forfeiture,  Penalty,  or  Incapacity  whatfo- 
ever  which  fuch  Perfon  or  IVrfons  fhall,  or  mav  be  liable 

*  to 
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'tejiarefpcft  of  what  he,  (he,  or  they  fliall  difcovcr  asAn.  I^G€^).^. 

*  iforefaid;  any  Thing  in  the  AA  of  Parliament  made  and        'Z^*!^    . 
'  palfttlin  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Years  of  the  Reign  of  King  ^      U~"*J 

*  EJvard  VI.  againft  buying  and  felling  of  Offices  or  any 
'  Thing  therein,  or  anv  other  Law  or  Statute  to  the  contra- 
'  ry  thereof  in  any  wife  notwithlbnding. 

'  IKrobiDeD  aitoapjer,  anD  be  it;fnacte;ibptl)eatu^ 

'  ttfkitf  aforefiliD,  That  this  Aft,  or  any  Thing  herein 
'  contained,  fhall  not  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  extend  to 
'  give  any  Benefit  or  Advantage,  or  to  indemni^,  free  or 
'  difchargc  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  from  or  againit  any  For- 
'  feitures,  Penalties,  Punifhments,  Difabilities,  or  Incapa* 
'  dries,  who,  bdng  examined  as  afi;>refaid,  fhall  give  any 
^  £ilfe  Evidence,  or  make  any  falfe  Difcovcry,  touching  or 

*  concerning  the  foid  Inquiry,  and  relative  thereunto ;  any 
'  Thing  herdn  to  the  contrary  notwithfbnding/ 

This  •Bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  j)^^^  thewoa, 
Occafion  of  the  obflinate  Behaviour  of  Nicholas  PaxtOHy  and 
<^tiKn,  before  the  Secret  Committee  :  And  a  Motion  bcinff 
tpade  that  it  be  committed,  Lord  CarUret  (bod  up  and 
ipoke  as  follows  : 
'  My  Lards  y 

*  As  the  QuefUon  now  before  us  is  of  the  highefl  Impor-  Ld.  Carteret. 
'ince  both  to  the  prefcnt  Age  and  to  Pofterity,  as  it  may  di- 
re^ the  Proceedings  of  the  Courts  of  Judice,  prefcribe  the 

'^rfe  of  poblick  Inquiries,  and  by  confequence  affeA  the 
Property  or  Life  of  every  Lord  in  this  Houfe  ;  I  hope  it 
-iil  be  debated  amongft  us  without  the  Acrimony  which 
i'ii'cs  from  the  Prejudice  of  Party,  or  tiie  Violence  which 
'  i^roduccd  by  the  Defire  of  Victory,  and  that  tlie  Conlro- 
'cny  will  be  animated  by  no  other  Pailion  than  Ze:il  for 
Jtiliccand  Love  of  Truth. 

*  FormyPart,  ray  Lords,  I  have  Reafon  to  believe  that 
^  ProfefEons  of  my  Sincerity  will  not  be  neceflary  on 
tiiisOccaiion,  becaufe  I  fhall  not  be  eafily  fufpeiElcd  of  any 
Pirtiality  in  favour  of  the  Noble  Lord  to  whom  this  Bill  im* 
3»ediately  relates.  It  is  well  known  to  your  Lordfliips  how 
^y  I  have  cenfvired  his  ConduA,  and  how  invariably  I 
J^e  oppofed  thofe  Meafures  by  which  the  Nation  has  been 
^ftrcxafperatcdthat  the  Bill,  now  under  our  Confiderati- 
Wi  has  been  thought  necefTary  by  the  Commons,  to  pacify  the 
general  DifcoAtent,  to  rcflore  the  publick  Tranquility,  and 

to 

*  See  the  Accottot  of  the  Progrefs  of  this  Bill  through  the  Houfe  of 
^foiaoas,  and  the  fevenl  Divifions  thereupon,  with  the  two  Rep.rti 
"  ^'  S«ret  Committee,  in  C  a  a  n  o  l  i  a's  Hiftjry  qI  that  Houfe. 
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An*  i5.Geo.  U  to  recover  that  Confidence  in  the  Government,  without  which 
174^         no  Happinefs  is  to  be  expeded,  without  which  the  heft  Mea- 
^  fures  will  always  be  obfiruded  by  the  People,  and  the  jof- 
ted  Remonflrances  difregarded  by  the  Court. 

^  But  however  laudable  may  be  the  End  propoled  by  the 
Commons^  I  cannot,  my  Lords,  be  fo  far  dazzled  by  the  Pro- 
fpedl  of  obtaining  it  as  not  to  examine  the  Means  to  which 
we  are  invited  to  concur,  and  enquire  with  that  Attention 
which  the  Honour  of  fitting  in  this  Houfe  has  made  my 
Duty,  whether  they  are  fuch  has  have  been  pni/6ti(ed  by  our 
Anceitors,  fuch  as  are  prefcribed  by  the  Law,  or  warranted 
by  Prudence. 

<  The  Caution,  my  Lords,  with  which  pur  Anceftors 
have  always  proceeded  in  Enquiries  by  which  Life,  or  Death, 
Property,  or  Reputation  was  endangered,  the  Certainty  or 
at  lead  die  high  Degree  of  Probability  which  they  required 
in  Evidence,  to  make  it  a  fuificient  Ground  of  Conviction 
is  univerfally  known  ;  nor  is  itneceiTary  to  fhew  their  Opini- 
on by  particular  Examples,  becaufe  being  no  lefs  folliotous 
for  the  Welfare  of  their  Poftcrity  than  for  their  own,  diey 
were  careful  to  record  their  Sentiments  in  Laws  and  Sta- 
tutes, and  to  prefcribe  with  the  flrongeft  San^ons  to  fiiceed- 
ing  Governments,  what  they  had  difcovered  by  their  own 
Reflections,  or  been  taught  by  their  PredeceiTors. 

'  They  confidered,  my  Lords,  not  only  howereat  was  the 
Hardihip  of  being  unjufUy  condemned,  but  iikewife  how 
much  a  Man  might  fuffer  by  being  falfely  accufed,  how  much 
he  might  be  harrafled  by  a  Profecution,  and  how  fenfibiy 
he  might  feel  the  Difgrace  of  a  Trial.  They  knew  that  to 
be  charged  with  Guilt  imply 'd  fbme  Degree  of  Reproach, 
and  that  it  gave  Room  at  lead  for  an  Inferrence,  that  the 
known  Condud  of  the  Perfon  accufed  was  fuch  as  made  it 
probable  that  he  was  flill  more  wicked  than  he  appeared  ; 
they  knew  that  the  Credulity  of  fbme  might  admit  the 
Charge  upon  Evidence  that  was  rcjeCced  by  the  Courts,  and 
that  Difference  of  Party,  or  private  Quarrels  might  provoke 
others  to  propagate  Reports  once  publifhed,  even  when  in 
their  own  Opinion  they  were  fufficiently  confuted  ;  and  that 
therefore  an  innocent  Man  might  languiflr  in  In&my  by  a 
groundlefs  Charge,  though  he  fhoujd  efcape  any  legal 
Penalty. 

*  It  has  therefore,  my  Lords,  been  immeraorially  eda- 
hlifhed  in  this  Nation,  tKat  no  Man  can  be  apprehended,  or 
called  into  Qncflion  for  any  Crime,  till  there  (hall  be  Proof, 
firft,  that  there  is  a  Corpus  DeUili^  a  Crime  really  and 
vifibly  committed  :  Thus  before  a  Procefscan  beifTucd  o»t 
for  enquiring  after  a  Murder  has  been  perpetrated,  the  dead 

Body 
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IWymnft  be  expofed  to  a  Jury,  and  it  muft  appear  to  them  An.  15.  C*o.  n. 
that  he  died  by  Violence.     It  is  not  fufficient  that  a  Man        '74* 
is  loft,  and  that  it  is  probable  that  he  is  murdered,  bccaufe  no  '^ 

othn^  Reafon  of  his  Ablencc  can  be  afligned  ;^ie  muil  be 
found  with  the  Marks  of  Force  upon  him,  or  fomc  Circum- 
l^ances  that  may  make  it  credible,  that  he  did  not  periih  by 
Accident,  or  his  own  Hand. 

*  It  is  required,  fecondly,  my  Lords,  that  he  who  appre- 
hends any  Perfon  as  guilty  of  the  Fad  thus  apparently  com- 
mitted, muft  fufpe^^  him  to  be  the  Criminal ;  for  he  is  not 
to  oke  an  Opportunity,  afforded  him  by  the  Conuniflion  of 
4D  illfgal  Ad,  to  gratify  any  (ecret  Malice,  or  wanton  Curio- 
%,  or  to  drag  to  fblemn  Examination,  thofe  againft  whom 
be  cannot  fupport  an   Accufatjon. 

'  And,  my  Lords,  that  Sufpicion  may  not  ravage  the 
Reputation  o£fireat  Britain  without  Controul,  that  Men 
nay  not  ^ve  way  to  the  mer.*  Suggcftions  of  Malevolence, 
and  load  the  Cfaaraders  of  thofe  with  atrocious  Wickcdnefs, 
vhom  perhaps  they  have  no  real  Reafon  to  believe  more  de- 
praved than  the  Bulk  of  Mankind,  and  whofe  Failings  may 
bve  been  exaggerated  in  their  Ey^s  by  Contrariety  of  Opini- 
on, or  accidental  Competition ;  it  is  required  in  the  third 
Place,  my  Lords,  that  whoever  apprehends  or  molefts  ano- 
tHcron  Sufpicion  of  a  Crime,  fhall  be  able  to  give  the  Reafons 
of  his  Sufpicion,  and  to  prove  them  by  competent  Evidence.- 

^  Thefc,  my  Lords,  are  three  Ellentials  which  the  Wif- 
domof  our  Anceftors  has  made  indifpenfably  previous  to  the 
Arrcft  or  Imprjfbnment  of  the  meaneft  Bnton  ; .  it  muft  ap- 
pear that  there  is  a  Crime  committed ,  that  the  Perfon  to  be 
jei/^  is  fufpedted  of  having  committed  it,  and  that  the  Su- 
•picionis  founded  upon  Probability,  Requifites  fo  reafon-. 
iklc  in  their  own  Nature,  fo  neceflary  to  the  Protcftion  of 
every  Man's  Qiiiet  and  Reputation,  and  by  Confequence  kl 
-fefiil  to  the  Security  ahd  Happinefs  of  Society,  that  I  fup- 
po^  they  will  need  no  Support  or  Vindication.  Every  Man 
'^  interefted  in  the  Continuance  of  this  Method  of  pro- 
ceeding, becaufeno  Man  is  fecure  firom  fiifferirigby  the  In- 
terruption or  Abolition  of  it. 

*  Such,  my  Lords,  i?  the  Care  and  Cautloii  wh^ch  the 
Lawdireds  in  the  firft  Part  of  any  Criminal  Procefs,  the 
detainment  of  the  Perfon  fuppofed  guilty  ;  nor  is  the  Me- 
thod of  Trial  prefcribed  with  lefs  Regird  to  the  Security  of 
laaocence. 

'  It  is  an  eftablifhed  Maxim,  that  no  Man  can  be  obliged 
toiccufe  himfelf,  or  to  anfwer  any  Qiieilions  which  may  , 
kave  any  Tendency  to  dlfcover  what  the  Nature  of  this  De- 
^cc  requires  to  be  concealed.     His  Guilf  muft  appear  ci- 

Voi.  MIL  I  thet 
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Afl.  i5«Ge6.n.tbei'  ^7  voluntary  and  unconftrained  ConfeiCon^  which  the 
.,y^.        Terrors  of  Confcience  have  fbmetimes  extorted^  and  the  No- 
'  toriet]^  of  the  Crime  has  at  other  Times  produced,  or  by  the 
Depolition\;f  (uch  Witnefles  as  the  Jury  fliall  think  worthy 
offieUef. 

*  To  the  Credibility  of  any  Witnefs  it  is  always  requifite 
that  he  be  difintereftea ;  that  his  own  Caufe  be  not  involved 
in  that  of  the  Perfbn  accus*d ;  and  that  he  has  no  Profped  of 
advancing  his  Fortune,  but  only  of  clearing  his  Reputation^ 
or  fecuring  his  life.  For  it  is  made  too  plain  by  daily  Ex-  ^ 
amples,  that  Intereft  will  prevail  over  the  Virtue  of  moft  ' 
Men,  and  that  it  is  not  fafe  to  believe  thofe  who  are  Arongly 
tempted  to  deceive. 

*  There  are  Cafes,  my  Lords,  where  the  Intereft  of  the 
Perfbn  offering  his  Evidence  is  fo  apparent,  that  he  Is  not 
even  admitted  to  be  heard,  and  any  Benefit  y/hich  may  pof* 
fiblv  be  propofed,  is  admitted  as  an  ObjeAion  to  Evideace, 
ana  weakens  it  in  a  Meafure  proportionate  to  the  Difbmce  of 
ihc  Profped  and  the  Degree  of  Profit. 

*  Sucn  are  the  Rules  hitherto  followed  in  criminal  Pro* 
feedings,  the  Violation  of  which  has  been  always  cenlbred 
as  Cruelty  and  Opprediony  and  perhaps  always  been  repented 
even  by  thofe  who  propofed  and  defended  it,  when  the  Com- 
motions of  Party  have  fubfided,  and  the  Heat  of  Oppofition 
has  given  way  to  unprejudiced  RefleiUon. 

*  Of  thefe  Rules,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  pro- 
duce any  Defence  from  the  PraAice  of  diftant  Nations,  be- 
caufc  it  is  fufficient  in  the  prefent  Cafe  that  they  are  efta- 
bliflied  by  the  ConUitution  of  this  (Country,  to  which  every 
Briton  has  a  Right  to  appeal  ;  for  how  can  any  Man  defeiul 
his  Conduct,  if  having  aded  under  one  Law,  he  is  to  be 
tried  by  another  *  ? 

'  Let  us  therefore,  my  Lords,  apply  thefe  H^les  to  the 
prefent  Bill,  and  enquire  what  Regard  appears  toliave  been 
paid  to  them  by  the  Commons,  and  how  well  we  ihall  ob- 
icrve  them  by  concurring  in  their  Defign. 

*  With  Refpedl  to  the  firft,  by  which  it  is  required,  that 
there  be  a  known  and  manifed  Crime,  it  does  not  appear 
to  have  engaged  the  leaft  Attention  in  the  other  Honfe ;  for 
no  Faf^  is  fpccified  in  the  Bill  upon  which  a  Profecution  can 
be  founded,  and  therefore  to  enquire  after  Evidence  is  (bme* 
what  prepoflerous ;  it  is  inviting  Men  to  give  their  Opinion 
without  a  fubjeft,  and  to  anfwer  without  a  Qiieftlon. 

*  It  may  be  urged,  indeed,  that  there  is  an  univerfal  Difl 
contcnt  over  the  whole  Nation,  that  the  Clamour  againfl 

the 
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thePerf<Mi  mentioned  In  the  Bill  has  been  continued  for  An.  i ;.  Ge».  H. 
jnauy  Years  ;  that  the  Influence  of  the  Nation  is  impaired  '74* 

in  foreign  Countries  ;  that  our  Treafury  is  exhaufted ;  that  '  ^^  "" 
our  Liberries  have  been  attacked,  our  Properties  invaded, 
and  our  Morals  corrupted  ;  but  theft  are  yet  only  Rumours, 
>vithoat  Proof  and  without  legal  Certainty,  which  may  in* 
M  with  great  Propriety  give  Occafion  to  an  Enoniry,  and 
potaps  by  that  Enquiry  fbme  Fadls  may  be  alcertained 
whidi  may  afford  fufEfcient  Reafons  for  farther  Procedure* 

'  But  inch,  my  Lords,  is  the  Form  of  the  Bill  now  before 
^1  that  if  it  ihould  pafs  into  a  Statute,  it  would  in  my 
Opinion,  put  a  Stop  to  all  future  Enquiry  by  making  thofe 
"Kapablc  of  giving  Evidence,  who  have  had  moft  Opportu- 
oiiiesofknowinffthoft  Tranfadtions,  which. have  given  the 
ciiief Occaiion  of  Sufpicion,  and  from  whom  therefore  the 
ffloftiiiiportant  Information  muft  naturally  be  expeAed. 

'  The  firft  requiUte  Qiialiiication  of  a  Witnds,  whether 
^confalt  natural  Eqqity  and  Reafon,  or  the  common  Law 
°(  oor  own  Country,  is  Difintereftednefs  (  an  Indifference, 
«ith  Regard  to  all  outward  CircUmfUnces,  about  the  Event 
of  the  Trial,  at  which  his  Teftimony  is  required.  For  he 
^t  is  called  as  a  Witnefs  where  he  is  interefted,  is  in 
^ty  giving  Evidence  in  his  own  Canft. 

^  Bat  this  Qualification,  my  Lords,  the  Bill  now  before 
u>  manifeftiy  takes  away  ;  for  every  Man  who  fhall  appeaf 
3^aft  the  Perfbn  into  whofe  Condu^  the  Commons  are  en- 
q&irmff,  evklently  promotes,  in  the  higheft  Degree,  his  own 
^atereft  by  his  Evidence,  as  he  may  preclude  all  Examination 
of  his  own  Behaviour,  and  fecure  the  Poileffion 'of  that 
Wealth  which  he  has  accumulated  bv  Fraud  and  OppreiEon^ 
^  perhaos  preferve  that  Life  which  the  Juftice  oi  the  Na- 
^D  mi^t  take  away. 

^  Nothing,  m^  Lords,  is  more  obvious  than  that  thU 
*%  of  Indemnity  may  produce  Perjury  and  falfe  Acqufa** 
'^^ ;  nothing  is  more  probable  than  that  he  who  is  conftioui 
^^7  atrocious  Villanies  which  he  cannot  certainly  fecure 
'fom  Diicoveiy,  will  fhatch  this  Opportunity  of  committing 
sue  Crime  more,  to  fet  himfelf  free  from  the  Dread  of 
^oiihment,  and  blot  out  his  own  Guilt  for  ever,  by  char* 
P^i  the  Earl  oi  Or  ford  as  one  of  h|s  Accomplices « 

'  It  may  be  ursed,  my  Lords,  that  he  who  fhall  give 
^}  Evidaxce,  forfeits  the  Indemnity  to  which  the  honed 
Witnefs  is  intitled  ;  but  let  us  confider  why  this  fhould  be 
-0^',  rather  than  in  any  former  Time,  accounted  a  fufiicient 
'^flrity  againft  Falfhood  and  Perjury.  It  is  at  all  Times 
^^lunal,  and  at  all  Tiroes  punifluble,  to  commit  Periury^ 
'^  yet  it  las  been  hitlierto  thought  necefTary  not  only  to 
\  2  deter 
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An.  15-  Geo.  II,  deter  it  by  fubfequcnt  Penalties,  but  to  takeaway  all  pre* 
*74^  ^  vioiis  Temptations  ;  no  Man's  Oath  will  be  admitted  in  his 
own  Caulc,  tho'  offered  at  tlie  Hazard  of  the  Punifli- 
mcnt  inflided  upon  Perjury.  To  offer  Indemnity  to  invite 
Evidence,  and  to  deter  tliem  from  falfe  Accufations  by  the 
forfeiture  of  it,  even  tho*  we  (hould  allow  to  the  penal 
Claufe  ail  the  Efficacy  which  can  be  expcdled  by  thofe  who 
propofed  it,  is  only  to  fet  one  Part  of  die  Bill  at  variance 
with  the  other,  to  ercdt  and  demoIiHi  at  the  fame  Time. 

*  But  it  may  be  proved,  my  Lords,  that  the  Reward  will 
have  more  Influence  than  the  Penalty,  and  that  every  Man 
who  can  reafon  upon  the  Condition  in  which  he  is  placed 
by  this  Bill,  will  be  more  incited  to  accufe  the  Earl  of  Or- 

fordy  however  unjuflly,  by  the  Pro(pe6l  of  Security,   tlian 
intimidated  by  the  Forfeiture  incurred  by  Perjury. 

*  Eor,  let  us  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  a  Man  whofe  ConduA 
expofcs  him  to  Punifhmenty  and  who  knows  tliat  he  (hall 
not  long  be  able  to  conceal  it  ;  what  can  be  more  appa- 
rently his  Intered,  than  to  contrive  fuch  an  Accufation  as 
may  complicate  his  own  Wicked nefs  with  feme  Tranfa^tions 
of  the  Perfon  to  whom  this  Bill  relates  ?  He  may  indeed  be 
pofTibly  confuted  and  Jofe  the  Benefit  offered  by  the  Govern- 
ment, but  the  Lofs  of  it  will  not  place  him  in  a  Condition  more 
dangerous  than  that  which  he  was  in  before  ;  he  has  already 
deff  rved  all  the  Severity  to  which  Perjury  will  expofe  him, 
and  by  forging  a  bold  and  well  conneded  Calumny  be  lias 
at  kail  a  Chance  of  efcaping. 

*  Lef  us  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  that  the  Bill  nbw  under  our 
Confideration  afligned  a  pecuniary  Reward  to  any  Man  who 
fhould  appear  againft  this  Perfon,  wiih  a  Claiife  by  which 
he  that  fhoold  accufe  him  felfely  fliould  be  difmifled  withowi 
his  Pay;  would  not  this  appear  a  Method  of  Profecution 
contrary  to  Law,  and  Reafon,  and  Juftice  ?  Would  not  every 
Man  immediately  difcovc r,  that  the  AVitneffcs  were  bribed, 
Jnd  therefore  they  would  dcferve  no  Credit  ?  And  what  is 
the  Difference  between  the  Advantage  now  offered  and  any 
other  Confideration,  except  tJiat  fcarcely  anv  other  Reward 
can  be  offered  fo  great,  and  confequently  lo  likely  to  in- 
fluence ? 

*  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  Patrons  of  this  Bill 
evidendy  call  for  Tellimony  from  the  abandoned  and  the 
profligate,  from  Men  whom  they  fuppofe  neceffarily  to  con- 
fefs    their  own  Crimes   in    their  Depofltions  ;  and    fiirelj* 

.    Wretches  like  thcfe  ought  not  to  be  follidted  to  Perjury  by 
\  the  Offer  of  a  Reward, 

^  H^w  cruel  mull  all  impartial  Spectators  of  the  publirk 
Tranfa^lions  account  a  Profecution  like  this?  What  would 

be 
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be  your  Lordfliips  Judgment,    fhould  you  read,  that  in  Jany  Ao.  15.  Geo.  11. 
diibint  Age,    or  remote  Country,   a  Man  was  condemned         1 74a- 
upon  the  Evidence  of  Perfons  publickly  lured  to  accufe  him,  ^ 
and  who,  by  tlicir  own  Confelfion,  were  Traitors   to  their 
Country  ? 

'  That  Wickednefs,  my  Lords^,  (hould  be  extirpated  by 
Severity,  and  -Jufiicc  rigoroufly  cxercifed  upon  publick  Of- 
fenders, is  the  uncontroverted  Intereft  of  every  Country,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  in  all  Ages,  the  Re- 
Eections  of  the  wifcft  Men  have  been  employed  upon  the 
moft  proper  Methods  of  detedling  Offences  ;  and  fince  the 
Schema  now  propofed  has  never  been  pra<5ti(ed,  or  never  but 
by  ilic  molt  oppreflive  Tyrants,  in  the  moft  flagitious  Timet, 
it  is  evident  that  it  has  been  thought  inconfiflent  with  Equity, 
and  of  a  Tendency  contrary  to  publick  Happinefs. 

'  I  am  very  far,  my  Lords,  from  defiring  that  any  Breach 
of  national  Truft  (hould  efcape  Detedion,  or  that  a  publick 
Oifice  fhould  afford  Security  to  Bribery,  Extortion,  or  Cor- 
ruption, I  am  far  from  intending  to  patronize  the  Conduct 
of^the  Perfbn  mentioned  in  the  prefent  Bill.  Let  the  Com- 
mons proceed  with  the  utmoft  Severity,  but  let  them  not 
deviate  from  Juiiice.  If  he  has  forfeited  his  Fortune,  his 
Honoiors,  or  his  Life,  let  them  by  a  legal  Procefs  be  taken 
from  him  ;  but  let  it  always  be  confiJered,  that  he,  like 
every  other  Man,  is  to, be  allowed  the  common  Methods  of 
Self-defence  ;  that  he  is  to  (land  or  fell  by  the  Laws  of  his 
Country,  and  to  retain  the  Privileges  of  a  Briton ^  till  it  (hall 
appear  that  he  has  forfeited  them  by  his  Grimes. 

To  cenftire  Guilt,  my  Lords,  is  undoubtedly  necefTiry, 
and  to  enquire  into  the  Condudl  of  Men  in  Power,  incon- 
teilabiy  juft ;  but,  by  the  Laws  both  of  Heaven  and  Earth, 
the  Means  as  well  as  the  End  are  prefcribed,  retium  re^e^ 
Itghimum  legitime  faciendum  ;  we  muft  not  only  propofe  a 
^od  End  in  our  ConduA,  but  muft  attain  it  by  that  Me- 
thod which  Eauity  direds  and  the  Law  prefcribes. 

'  How  well,  my  Lords,  the  Law  has  been  obferved  hi- 
therto on  this  Occafion,  I  cannot  but  propofe  that  your 
i^ordihips  fhould  confider.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Coni- 
inons  cannot  claim  a  Right  toadminifteranOath,  and  there- 
fore can  only  examine  Witnefles  by  fimple  Interrogatories. 
Tnat  they  cannot  confer  upon  a  Committee  the  Power 
which  they  have  not  therafclves  is  indubitably  certain,  and 
therefore  it  is  evident  that  they  have  exceeded  their  Privi- 
leges, and  proceeded  in  their  Enquiry  by  Methods  which 
the  Laws  of  this  Nation  will  not  fupport, 

*  That  they  cannot,  ray  Lords,  m  their  own  Right  ad-^ 
i^:Jnlfter  an  Oath  thev  apparently  confefs  by  the  Pra&ce  of 
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Ad.  15.  Geo.  II.  calling  in  on  that  Occafion  a  Juftice  of  the  t^eace,  who>  as 
1741*        foon  as  he  has  performed    his  Office,  is  expe^ed  to  retire. 
'*■    '  This,  my  Lords,  is  an  evident  EluCon,  for  it   is  always  in- 
tended that  he  who  gives  an  Oath,  gives  it  in  Confequence 
of  his  Right  to  take  the  Examinauon  ;  but  in  this  Cafe  the 
Witnefs  takes  an  Oath,  cora^n  nun  Judice^   before  a  Magi- 
(Irate  that  has  no  Power  to  interrogate  him^  and  is  interro* 
gated  by  thofc  who  have  no  Right  to  require  his  Oath. 

'  Sudh,  my  Lords,  is  my  Opinion  of  the  Conduct  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  whom  I  cannot 
but  conclude  tliat  they  have  alTumed  a  Right,  which  the 
Conftitution  of  our  Government  confers  only  on  your  Lord- 
(hips,  as  a  Houfe  of  Parliament,  a  Court  of  Judicature,  and 
therefore  cannot  think  it  prudent  to  confirm  their  Proceed- 
ings, by  an  Approbation  of  this  Bill. 

'  The  Commons  may  indeed  imagine  that  the  prefent 
State  of  Affairs  makes  it  neceflary  to  proceed  by  extraordi- 
nary Methods,  they  may  believe  diat  the  Nation  will  not  be 
fatisfy'd  without  a  Dilcovery  of  thofe  Frauds  which  have 
been  fo  long  pra^ifed,  and  the  Punifhment  of  thofe  Men  by 
whom  they  have  fo  long  thought  themfelves  betrayed  and 
oppreffed ;  but  let  us  confider,  that  Clamour  is  not  Evidence, 
and  that  we  ought  not  either  to  recede  from  Jufticc,  or  from 
our  own  Rights,  to  fatisfy  the  Expedationsof'^the  People. 

*  To  remonftrate  againftthis  Invafion  of  our  Privileges,  my 
Lords,  might  be  at  this  Jun<5hire  improper ;  the  Difoute 
might  in  this  Time  of  Commotion  and  Viciffitude  diitradl 
the  Attention  of  thofe  to  whom  the  publick  Affairs  are  com- 
mitted, reurd  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Nation,  and  give  our  £- 
nemies  thofe  Advantages  which  they  can  never  hope  from 
their  own  Courage,  or  Policy,  or  Strength.  It  m|iy  there- 
fore be  prudent  on  this  OccafiQn,  ouly  not  to  ad^nit  the 
Right  which  they  have  affumed,  to  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  re- 
taining our  Privileges,  without  requiring  any  fiurthcr  Confir- 
mation of  them,  and  only  defeat  the  Invalion  of  them,  by 
rejeding  the  Bill,  which  is  indeed  of  fuch  a  Kind  as  cannot 
be  confirmed  without  hazarding  not  ouly  our  own  Rights 
but  thofe  of  every  Briton. 

^  For  here  is  a  Species  of  T^ftimony  invited,  which  is 
hitherto  unknown  to  our  Law,  and  from  which  It  may  be 
difficult  to  tell  who  can  be  fccure ;  the  \\"itneflres  are  required 
to  difclofe  all  Matters  relating  to  the  Condu^  pf  the  Earl  of 
Orfordy  according  to  the  heft  of  their  Know!edf(€j  Remcm^ 
hrance,  or  Belief!  A  Foito  of  Depofition,  my  Lords,  of 
great  Latitude ;  a  Man's  Belief  may  be  influenced  by  the 
Report  of  others  who  may  deceive  him,  bv  his  Obfervation  o£ 
C5r^:tUfiftances  either  remote  in  themfelves,  or  imperfeaiy 
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oTcoferM,  or  by  hit  own  Reafbnings^  which  muft  be  JuK  or  An.  15.  Ge^  II. 
Macxoos  accoraii^  to  his  Abilities  ;  but  which  mm.  yet         '749* 
have  the  lame  EfSa  upon  his  Belief,  which  they  will  m-  '    ^^^ 
hact,  not  in  Proportion  to  their  real  Strength^  bat  to  the 
Confidence  placed  in  them  by  himfelf. 

'  There  is  only  one  Cafe,  my  Lords,  in  which,  by  the 
coBUDon  Gourfe  of  Proceedings,  any  Regard  is  had  to  meer 
Belief  and  this  Evidence  is  only  accepted  on  that  Occafibn^ 
becaofe  no  other  can  poffibly  be  obtained.  When  any  Claim 
'» to  be  determined  by  written  Evidences,  of  which,  in  or- 
<fcr  to  prove  their  Validity,  it  is  neceflary  to  enquire  by 
whom  they  were  drawn  or  iigi;ed  ;  thofe  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  Writing  of  a  dead  Perfon,  are  admitted  to  deliver, 
Dpon  Oath,  their  Be/tef  that  the  Writing  afcribed  to  him, 
vas,  or  was  not  his  ;  but  fuch  fecondary  Witnefles  are  never 
called,  when  the  Perfon  can  be  produced  whgfe  Hand  is  to 
^  proved. 

'  There  Is  yet  another  Reafon,  for  which  it  U  improper  to 
atlmic  inch  £videnceas  this  Bill  has  a  Tendency  to  promote. 
It  is  well  known,  that  in  all  die  Courts  of  Common  Law,  the 
Perfon  accafed  is  in  fome  Degree  fecured  from  the  Danger 
of  being  over*bom  by  falfe  Accufations,  by  the  Penalty 
^di  may  be  hoAi&cd  upon  Witneflcs  difcover'd  to  be  per- 
jor'd;  but  in  the  Method  of  £xamination  now  propofed,  9, 
Method  unknown  to  the  Conftitntion,  no  fuch  Security  can 
k  obtained,  for  there  is  no  Provifion  made  by  the  Laws  for 
tbePtmifhraentof  aMan  who  (hall  give  £Ufe  Evidence  be- 
Ibre  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

'  It  may  likewife  be  obferved,  that  this  Bill  wants  one  of 
^moft  efiential  Properties  of  Laws,  PeEfpecohy  and  deter-r 
miiute  Meaning ;  here  is  an  Indemnity  promiied  to  thofe 
^rfjo  (hall  difcover  ALL  that  they  knowy  remember y  or  iet 
^[ne :  A  very  extertfive  Demand,  and  which  may  therefore  be 
^k  to  more  Fallacies  andEvafions  than  can  be  immediately 
numerated  or  deteded.  For  how  can  any  one  prove  that 
^'C  has  a  Claim  to  the  Indemnity  ?  He  may,  indeed,  make 
koit  Difeoveries,  bnt  whether  he  does  not  conceal  feme* 
^ing,  who  c^  determine  ?  May  not  fuch  Referves  be  fuf* 
pcd^,  when  his  Aniwers  Aiall  not  fatisfy  the  Expedations 
of  his  Interrogators  ?  And  may  not  Sufpidon  deprive  him 
of  the  Benefit  of  the  A6t  ?  May  not  a  Man  from  Want  of 
Memory,  or  Prefence  of  Mind,  omit  (bmething  at  his  £xa- 
<3iimion  which  he  may  appear  afterwards  to  have  known  i 
Andfince  no  human  Beinc  has  the  Power  of  diftinguilhing 
^saaiy  between  Faults  and  Frailties,  may  not  the  &£t6t  of 
^i  Memory  be  charged  on  him  as  a  criminal  Suppreflion  of 
<  bo^n  Fa6t  i  And  may  not  he  be  left  to  6mt  Ac  Con* 
1 4  ii»l«>epc^ 


(    136    ) 
An.  ic  0*0.  iT.fcqucnccs  of  his  own  Confeflion  ?  Will  ndt  the  Bill  gWc  an. 
1742,        apparent  Opportunity  for  Partiality  ?   And  will  not  Life 
V„^^V*VJ  and  Death,  Liberty  and  Iraprifonmcnt,  be  placed  in  the 
Hands  of  a  Committee  of  the  Commons  ?  IVIay  they  not  be 
jrafily  fatisfy'd  with  Informations  of  one  Man,  and  jnceflant- 
ly  prefs  another  to  forther  Difcoverics  ?  May  tliey  not  call 
ibme  Men  notorioufly  criminal  to  Examination,  only  to  fc- 
cure  them  from  Punifhment,  and  fet  them  out  of  the  Reach 
of  Juftice  ?   And  extort  from  others  fuch  Anfwers  as  may 
belt  promote  their  Views  by  declaring  themfelvcs  anfatisfy*d 
with  the  Extent  of  their  Teltimohy  ?  And  will  not  this  be  an 
Extorting  of  Evidence  equivalent  to  the  Methods  praftifcd 
in  the  moft  defpotick  Governments,  and  the  moft  barbarous 
Nations  ? 
M  *  It  has  always  been  the  Praife  of  this  Honfc  to  pay  an 

^i/lM  tyf^f^^cqvL^i  Kepid  to  Juftice  and  to  Mercy,  and  to  follow,  with- 
/  /put  Partiality,  the  Diredtion  of  Reafon,    and  the  Light  of 

Jti/fltU- 1^^*^^^:  Truth  ;  and  how  confidently  with  this  Chara^er,  which  it 
i/i^iC-  ought  to  be  our  highell  Ambition  to  maintain,  we  can  ratify 
S/U^  ^^  ,  '  the  prefent  Bill,  your  Lordfhlps  are  this  Day  to  confider.    It 

Jj    p^g/f(^^    "  ^°  ^^  enquired,  whether  to  fuppofe  a  Man  guilty,  only 
*'^  '  becaufe  fome  Guilt  is  fufpefVed,  hi?  agreeable  to  Juftice ;  and 

C(*  ^/^^       whetlier  it  be  rational,  before  there  is  any  Proof  of  a  Crime, 
/  •  /  *^  point  out  the  Criminal  ? 

2,  (c^hi  ^^  <  We  are  to  confider,  my  Lords,  whether  it  is  not  unjuft 

'£ttyt  l(A  ^tfitAV^  hear,  againftanyMan,  an  Evidence  who  is  hired  to  accufe 
'^       /      i         ixim,  and  hired  with  a  Reward  which  he  cannot  recSve  with- 
ifO/O.iJL  .  P"'  confelling  himfelf  a  Man  unworthy  of  Belief  ? 

J  ^t*'**'  ^  j^  jj  ^Q  1^  enquired,  whether  the  Evidence  of  a  Man 

who  declHres  only  what  he  believes,  ought  to  be  admitted, 
yrhen  the  Nature  of  the  Crime  allows  ftrongcr  Proof;  and 
whether  any  Man  ought  to  be  examined,  where  he  cannot  be 
punifhed,  if  he  be  found  perjur'd  ? 

"  *  A  natural  and  juft  Regard  to  our  own  Rights,  on  the 
Prefervation  of  which  the  Continuance  of  the  Conftitution 
mud  depend,  ought  to  alarm  us  at  the  Appearance  of  any 
Attempt  to  invade  them ;  and  the  Necefllty  of  known  Forms 
of  Juftice  ought  to  incite  us  to  the  Prevention  of  any  Inno< 
yation  in  the  Methods  of  profccuting  Offenders. 

^  For  my  own  Part,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  approve  either 
|he  Principles  or  Form  or  the  Bill.  I  think  it  neceflary  to 
proceed  by  known  Precedents,  when  there  is  no  immediate 
Danger  that  requires  extraordinary  Meafures ;  of  which  I  am 
far  from  being  convinced  that  they  are  neceflary  on  the  pre- 
fent  Occafion.  I  think  that  the  Certainty  of  a  Crime  ought 
Xo  preceje  the  Profecution  of  a  Criminal,  and  I  fee  that  there 
^s  in  the  prefent  Cafe  no  Crime  attempted  to  be  proved. 

The 
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(    137    ) 
lihe  C^doiixions  faave,  in  my  Opinion,  already  exceeded  their  ab.  15.  Cm.  lU 

Privileges,  and  I  would  not  willingly  con£rni  their  new         174a 
Ciairas.     For  thefe  Reafons,  my  Lords,  I  openly  declare,  W  ^-^  mJ 
that  1  cannot  agree  to  the  Bill's  being  read  a  iecond  Time.* 
Lord  TaHot  fpoke  next :  L^  Tilbot. 

'  So  high'is  my  Veneration  for  this  great  AfTembly,  that 
it  is  never  without  the  utmoft  Efforts  of  Refolution,  that  I 
can  nrewl  opon  myfelf  to  give  my  Sentinienu  upon  any 
Quemon  that  is  the  Subje^  of  Debate,  however  ftrong  may 
^  my  Convidion,  or  however  ardent  hiy  Zeal« 

*  But  in  a  very  particular  Degree  do  I  difbruft  my  own 
Atulities,  when  I  find  mv  Opinion  contrary  to  that  of  the 
noble  JLord  who  fpoke  lau  ;  and  it  is  no  common  Perplexity 
to  be  reduced  to  the  difficult  Choice  of  either  fuppreiling 
ray  Thoughts,  or  expofing  them  to  (b  difadvantageous  a 
Concraft. 

'  Yet,  a»  I  can't  avoid  declaring  my  Mind  on  this  Que* 
i{k)D,  without  being  condemned  in  my  own  Breaft  as  a  De- 
serter of  my  Country,  nor  utter  them  without  the  Danger  of 
becoming  contemptible  in  the  Eyes  of  yourLordihips:  I  will, 
however,  follow  my  Confdence,  rather  than  my  Intereft,  and 
the'  I  fiioald  lofe  any  Part  of  my  little  Reputation,  I  fiiali 
Sad  an  ample  Recompence  from  the  Confcionihefs  that  I  loft 
it  in  the  Difcharge  of  my  Duty,  on  an  Occafion  which  re- 
qmres  from  every  good  Man  the  Hazard  of  his  Ofie. 

*  The  Arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  have  had  upon  me 
an  ILScGt  which  thev  never,  perhaps,  produced  on  any  Part 
of  his  Andience  bdfore;  they  have  confirmed  me  in  the  con* 
tnry  Opinion  to  that  which  he  has  endeavoured  to  maintain. 
It  has  been  remarked,  that  in  fome  Encounters,  not  to  be  put 
to  Flight  is  to  obtain  the  Victory,  and,  in  a  Controverfy  with 
the  noble  Lord,  not  to  be  convinced  by  him,  is  to  receive  a 
fufident  Proof  that  the  Cauic  in  which  he  is  engaged  is  not 
to  be  defended  by*Wit,  Eloquence,  or  Learning. 

*  On  the  pre^nt  Queftion,  my  Lords,  as  on  all  others, 
be  has  produoed  all  that  can  be  urg'd,  either  from  the  Know- 
led^  of  pad  Ages,  or  Experience  of  the  prefent ;  ail  that 
the  Scholar  or  the  Statefinan  can  fupply,  has  been  accumu* 
Ued;  one  Argument  has  been  added  to  another,  and  all  the 
Powers  of  a  great  Capacity  have  been  employed,  only  to 
^lew  that  Right  and  Wrong  cannot  be  confounded,  ajid  that 
fallacy  can  never  ftrike  with  the  Force  of  Truth. 

*  When  I  fiirvey  the  Arguments  of  the  noble  Lord,  dif- 
Tobed  of  thole  Ornaments  which  his  Imagination  has  fo  libe* 
rally  beftowed  upon  them,  I  am  furprized  at  the  momen- 
tary  £ffed  which  they  had  upon  my  Mind,  and  which  they 

coaU 


(    ijS    ^ 

Sou  t5.-0eo.  n.  could  not  have  produced  had  diey  been  cIoathM  in  the  La*- 
'74»J       goage  of  any  otter  Perlbn. 

"^  *  For  when  I  recoiled^  fi^gly,  the  particakrPofidons  op- 
on  which  his  Opinion  feems  to  be  founded^  I  do  not  find  diem 
by  any  Means  uncontrovertible^  fome  of  them  leem  at  bed 
uncertain^  and  fome  evidently  miflaken. 

*  That  there  is  no  afiparent  Criine  committttd^  and  that 
therefore  no  legal  Enouirjr  can  be  made  after  the  Grlminaly 
I  cannot  hear  without  ARonifhment :  Is  our  Commerce  ruined, 
are  our  Troops  deftroy'd,  are  the  Morals  of  the  People  viii- 
atedy  is  tlie  Parliament  crouded  with  Dependents,  are  our 
Fleets  difarmedy  our  Allies  betray'd,  and  our  Enemies  fup- 
portedy  without  a  Crime  ?  Was  there  no  Certfiinty  of  any 
Crime  committed,  when  it  was  moved  to  addrefs  his  Majeily 
to  di^fs  this  Perlbn  from  his  Councils  for  ever  *  ? 
^  *  It  has  been  obferved,  my  Lords,  that  nothing  but  die 
Sight  of  the  dead  Body  can  warrant  a  Purfuit  after  the  Mur- 
derer ;  but  this  is  a  Concei&on  fnfficlent  for  the  prefent  Pur- 
pofe,  for  if,  upon  the  Sight  of  a  murdered  PeHbn,  the  Mur- 
derer may  lawfully  be  enquired  after,  and  thofe^  who  are 
reafonably  fufpeded,  detain*d  and  examin'd ;  with  equal  Rea- 
fbn,  my  Lords,  may  the  Survey  of  a  rum'd  Nation,  a  Nation 
opprefled  with  burthenfome  Taxes,  devoured  by  the  Caterpil- 
lars of  a  Standing  Army,  funk  into  Contempt  in  every  fo- 
reign Court,  and  repining  at  the  daily  Decay  of  its  Commerce, 
and  the  daily  Multiplication  of  its  Oppreflbrs,  incite  us  to  an 
Enquiry  after  the  Author  of  its  Mileries. 

*  It  is  aflerted,  that  no  Man  ought  to  be  called  in 
Qiieftion  for  any  Crime,  who  is  not  fulpeded  of  having 
committed  it :  This,  my  Lords,  is  a  Rule  not  only  reafon- 
able  in  itfelf,  but  fo  naturally  obferved,  that  I  believe  it  ne- 
ver yet  was  broken ;  and  I  am  certain,  no  Man  will  be  charg- 
ed with  the  Viohtion  of  it,  for  accufing  this  Peribn  as  an 
Enemy  to  his  Country. 

'  But  he  that  declares  his  Suspicion,  may  be  called  upon 
to  difcover  upon  what  Fads  it  is  founded ;  nor  will  this  Part 
of  the  Law  produce  any  Difficulty  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  for 
as  every  Man  in  the  Nation  fufpeds  this  Perfon  of  the  moft 
enormous  Crimes,  every  Man  c^n  produce  fulEcient  Argu- 
ments to  juftify  his  Opinion, 

'  On  all  other  Occafions,  my  Lords,  publick  Fame  is  al- 
lowed fome  Weight ;  that  any  Man  is  univer&liy  accounted 
wicked,  will  add  Strength  to  the  Teftimony  brought  againft 
him  for  any  particular  Offence ;  and  it  is  at  leaft  a  fuftcient 
Kealon  for  calling  any  Man  to  Examination  that  a  Crime  i^ 

com- 

•  Sec  Lord  Cartiret'%  Motion  for  thatPterpofe  in  Timberi  A'o'a 
Wiftey  of  the  Houfc  of  Ui^.,  Vol.  VIJ.  p,  e^T. 


C   139   ) 

coDunittedy  and  that  he  is  generally  reported  to  be   the  Aa«  15.  Ota.  u^ 
Ofifender.  ,      »74»« 

^  That  this  is  the  State  of  the  Perfon  into  whole  Gondii^ 
^  Commons  are  now  enquiring;  thathe  Is  cenfured  by  every 
Man  in  the  Kingdom^  whofe  Sendments  are  not  reprefled 
by  vifible  Influence  ;  that  he  has  no  Friends  but  thoie  who 
bave  fold  their  Integrity  for  the  Plunder  of  the  Poblick, 
and  that  all  who  are  not  Enemies  to  their  Country^  have, 
for  many  Years,  inceflantly  ftniggled  to  drag  him  down 
bom  the  Pinnacle  of  Power^  and  expole  him  to  that  Punifh- 
nKnt  which  he  has  Co  long  defervea^  and  (o  long  defied,  ia 
crident  beyond  Contradidhon. 

'  Let  it  not  therefore  be  urged,  my  Lords,  that  there  Is 
no  Certainty  of  a  Crime  which  is  proved  to  the  Convidton 
of  every  honeft  Mind  :  Let  it  not  be  (aid  that  it  is  unreafen* 
tl^  to  fafpedl  this  Man,  whoin  the  Voice  of  the  People,  a 
Vcnce  always  to  be  reverenced,  has  ib  long  condemned. 

^  The  Method  of  procuring  Evidence  againft  him  by  an 
AA  of  Indemnity  has  been  represented  by  the  noble  Lord  as 
not  agreeable  to  Juftice  or  to  Law  :  In  the  Knowledge  of 
the  Law,  I  am  far  from  imagining  myieif  able  to  contend 
with  him  f  but,  I  think,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  obfcrve, 
that  a  Perfon  of  the  higheft  Eminence  in  that  Profeflion, 
vhoie  long  Study  and  great  Abilities  give  his  Deciiions  an 
cncommon  Claim  to  Authority  and  Veneration,  and  who 
was  always  confider*d  in  this  Houfe  with  the  higheft  Regard, 
appears  to  have  entertained  a  very  different  Opinion. 

*  It  was  declared  by  him,  without  the  leaft  Refhidion, 
that  all  Means  were  lawful  which  tended  to  the  Difcovery  of 
Truth  ;  and  therefore  the  Publick  may  jufUy  expe^that  ex- 
traordinary Methods  fhould  be  nfed  upon  Occafions  of  un- 
common Importance. 

*  Nor  does  this  Expedient  appear  to  me  very  remote  from 
tSe  daily  Prance  of  promiiing  Pardon  to  Thieves,  on  Con- 
dition that  they  will  make  Diicovcries  by  which  tfieir  Con- 
federates may  be  brought  to  Juflice. 

*  If  we  examine  only  the  Equity  of  this  Procedure,  with- 
ost  Regard  to  the  Examples  of  former  Times,  it  appears  to 
nKeafily  defenfible;  for  what  can  be  more  rational  than  to 
break  a  Confederacy  of  Wretches  combined  for  the  Deftrudi* 
nn  of  Ac  Happ'ne/s  of  Mank  :nd,  by  dividing  their  Interefi, 
2nd  making  ufe,  for  the  publick  Good,  of  diat  Regard  for 
tHeir  own  Safety,  which  has  fwallowed  up  every  other  Prin- 
cipW  of  Aftion. 

'  It  is  admitted,  that  Wickednefs  ought  to  be punifhed; 
>adit  isnniverfally  known^  that  Pnniihment  mult  be  pre- 
oedod  by  Detedion;  any  Method  therefcce  that  promotes  the 

Difir 


(     HO    ) 
iUkis.Getf.  II  Diicovery  of  Crimes  may  be  confider'd  as  tdvantageoos  to 
»74»*      .  the  Publick. 

*  As  there  is  no  Wickedneft  of  which  the  pernidoos  Con- 
feqaences  are  more  exten£ve>  there  are  none  which  ought 
more  diligently  to  be  prevented,  or  more  feverely  punifhed; 
than  that  of  thofe  Men  who  have  dared  to  abule  the  Power 
which  their  Country  has  pat  into  their  Hands. ;  bat  how 
they  can  be  convi^ed  by  any  other  Means  than  thofe  which 
are  now  propofed,  I  confefs  myfelf  unable  to  difcover  ;  for 
by  a  vcr^  (mall  Degree  of  Artifice,  a  Man  invefted  with 
Power  may  make  every  Witnefs  a  Partner  of  his  Guilt,  and 
no  Man  will  be  able  to  accufehira  without  betraying  himfclf. 
In  the  prefent  Cafe  it  is  evident,  that  the  Pcrfon,  of  whofc 
Adtions  the  Bill  now  before  us  is  defigned  to  produce  a  more 
perfea  Difcovery,  has  been  combined  with  others  in  illegal 
Meafures,  in  McEifiires  which  their  own  Security  obliges 
them  to  conceal,  and  which  tlierefbre  the  Intereft  of  the 
Poblick  demands  to  be  divulged. 

*  That  Paxton  has  diftributed  large  Suras  for  Purpofes 
which  he  dares  not  difcover,  we  are  informed  by  the  Re- 
ports of  tlic  Secret  Committee  ♦ ;  and  I  fuppofe  every  Body 
fhfpeds  that  they  were  diftributed  as  Rewards  fo^  Services 
ii^ich  the  Nation  thinks  not  very  meritorious  j  nor  need  any 
Man  afk  a  Reafon  for  fuch  Sufpicions. 

*  But  fince  it  may  poflibly  be  fuggefted  that  Paxton  ex- 
pended thefe  Sums  contrary  to  his  Mafter's  Dire^uu,  or 
without  his  Knowledge,  it  may  be  demanded,  Whether  fuch 
an  Ailertion  would  not  be  an  apparent  Proof  of  a  very  cri- 
minal Degree  of  Negligence  in  a  Man  intruded  with  the 
Care  of  the  publick  Treafure  ? 

'  Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears  in  my  Opinion  evident, 
that  either  he  has  concurred  in  Meafures  which  his  fcrvile 
Agent,  the  mercenary  Tool  of  Wickednefs,  is  afraid  to  con- 
fefs ;  or  that  he  has  been  negligent  of  his  Truft,  and 
fufFer'd  the  Treafure  of  the  Nation  to  be  fquander'd  by  tlie 
meaneft  Wretches,  without  Account . 

'  That  the  latter  Part  of  the  Acculation  is  undoubtedly 
juft,  the  Report  of  the  Commons  cannot  but  convince 
us.  It  appears  that  for  near  eight  Years,  Paxton  was  (o 
high  in  Confidence,  that  no  Account  was  demanded  from 
him  :  He  beftow'd  Penfions  at  Pleafure  ;  he  was  furrounded, 
like  his  Mafter,  by  his  Idolaters ;  and  after  the  Fatigue  of 
cringing  in  one  Place,  had  an  Opportunity  of  purchafing 
with  the  Taxes  of  the  Nation,  tlie  Gratification  of  Tyranny 
in  another. 

'  I 
*  See  the  two  Reports  at  Ui$jt  in  Ch  andl  m*  s  Hl^y  of  the   Com- 

•-Ti,  Vol.  xm. 


(     141     ) 
'  IprefuiDf^  wy  Lords,  that  no  Man  dares  aflert  fuch  a  Aft.  i5.Gflo^II« 

fligrantNegled  of  ib  important  an  Office,  to  be  not  criminal        '74^* 

in  a  very  high  Degree ;  to  ileal  in  private  Houfes  that  ^  ^ir*  ^ 

which  is  received  in  Tnift,  is    Felony  by  the  Statutes  of 

our  Country  :  And  furcly  the  Wealth  of  the  Publick  onght 

not  to  be  lels  fecure,  than  that  of  Individuals;  nor  ought  he 

diat  connives  at  Robbery,  to  be  treated  with  more  Lenity  than 

the  Robber. 

*  Therefore,  my  Lords,  as  I  cannot  but  approve  of  the 
Bill,  I  move  that  it  may  be  read  a  (econd  Time ;  and  I 
hope  the  Reafons  which  I  have  offered,  when  joined  with 
others  which  I  txvfiSt  to  hear  from  Lords  of  a  greater  Ex- 
perience, Knov(}^d^  and  Capacity,  will  induce  your  Lord* 
Hiips  to  be  of  the  (Sne  Opinion.' 

Lord  HerHfey  *  fpoke  next,  to  the  foQowing  Effefi: 
'  My  Lords  f  ^-^^  Herity. 

'As  the  £ill  now  before  us  is  of  a  new  Kind,  npon  an 
Occafion  no  lefs  new,  I  have  endeavoured  to  beftow  upon  it 
}  proportionate  Degree  of  Attention,  and  have  confider'd  it 
in  all  the  Lights  in  which  I  could  place  it.  I  have,  in  my 
Imagination,  connedied  with  it  all  the  Circumihuces  wim 
which  it  is  accompanied,  and  all  the  Confequences  that  it 
niay  produce  cither  to  the  prefent  Age  or  to  Futurity  ;  but 
thdonger  I  refleft  upon  it,  the  more  firmly  am  I  determined 
to  oppofe  it,  nor  has  Deliberation  any  other  EfFed  than  to 
CToud  my  Thoughts  with  new  Arguments  againft  it,  and  to 
heighten  Diflike  to  Deteilation. 

*  It  muft,  my  Lords,  immediately  occur  to  every  Man  at 
^^c  firft  Mention  of  the  Method  of  Proceeding  now  propofed^ 
^at  it  is  fuch  as  nothing  but  extreme  Ncceflity  can  vindi- 
^tc ;  that  the  noble  Perfon  againft  whom  it  is  contrived, 
'ooftbea  Monfter  burthenfome  to  the  World,  that  his  Crimes 
ffiail  be  at  once  publick  and  enormdi^,  and  that  he  has 
^n  already  condemned  by  all  Maxims  of  Juftice,  tliougfe 
^  hag  had  the  Subtilty  to  efcapc  by  fome  unforefeen  De* 
fe^  in  the  Forms  of  Law.  It  might  be  imagined,  my 
IxJitU,  that  there  were  the  moft  evident  Marks  of  Guilt  in 
tiicConduft  of  the  Man,  thus  cenfured  ;  that  he  had  fled  from  . 
ifa€  JufHce  of  his  Country;  that  he  hid  openly  fuborned 
Witneflcs  in  his  Favour  ;  or  had  by  fome  Artifice,  certainly 
bown,  obdrudted  the  Evidence  that  was  to  have  been 
brottght  againft  him.  It  might  at  leaft  be  reasonably  con- 
caved that  his  Crimes  were  of  fuch  a  Kind  as  might  in  their 
own  Nature  eafily  be  concealed,  and  that  thLrciore  fome 
extraordinary  Meafures  were  ncceflary  for  the  Difcovery  of 
^Ickcdnefs  which  lay  out  of  the  Reach  of  common  Enquiry. 

•  But, 
•  Lord  Privy  ScaU 


.  (  M2  ) 
Aa«i5-Oeo.n.  'But^  my  Lords^  none  of  thefe  Circumftancet  can  be 
1742.  now  alledged,  for  there  is  no  Certainty  of  any  Crime  com- 
mitted^ nor  any  Appearance  of  Con(cioit(hefs  or  Fear  in  the 
Ferfon  accafed,  who  (ets  his  Enemies  at  Defiance  in  full  Se< 
curity,  and  de<ilines  no  legal  Trial  of  his  pad  AdHons  ;  of 
which  it  ought  to  be  obferved^  that  they  have  by  the  Na- 
ture of  his  j^ployments  been  fo  publick^  that  they  may 
eafily  be  examined  witliout  Recourfe  to  a  new  Law  to  &ci- 
litate  Difcoveries. 

*  This  Bill  therefore  is,  my  Lords,  at  leaft  unneceilary, 
and  an  Innovation  notneceflkrv  ought  always  to  be  reje^ed  ; 
becaufe  no  Man  can  forefee  all  the  Confequences  of  mew 
Meafures,  or  can  know  what  Evils  they  may  create,  or  what 
fubfequent  Changes  they  may  introduce.  The  Alteration 
of  one  Part  of  a  Syftem,  naturally  requires  the  Alteration  of 
another. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  that  there  is  no  Keceflity  for  this  Law 
now  propofed,  is  not  the  fh-ongeft  Argument  that  may  be 
brought  againfl  it ;  for  there  is,  in  reality,  a  NecefCtv  that  it 
fhould  be  rejeded.  Jufiice  and  Humanity  arenecedarily  to 
be  fupported,  without  which  no  Society  can  fubfifl,  nor  the 
Life  or  Property  of  any  Man  be  enjoyed  with  Security  : 
And  neither  JuAice  nor  Humanity  can  truly  be  iaid  to  re- 
fide,  where  a  Law,  like  this,  has  met  with  Approbation. 

*  My  Lords,  to  profecute  any  Man  by  fuch  Methods  is  to 
Overbear  him  by  the  Violence  of  Power,  to  take  from  him 
all  the  Securities  of  Innocence,  and  diveft  him  of  all  the 
Means  of  Self-Defencc.  It  is  to  hire  againfl  him  thofe 
whofe  Teftimonies  ought  not  to  be  admitted,  if  they  were 
voluntarily  produced,  and  of  which,  furcly,  nothing  will 
be  ferther  neceflary  to  annihilate  the  Validity,  than  to  ob- 
ferve  that  they  are  the  DepoCtions  of  Men  who  are  Villains 
by  their  own  Confeffion,  and  of  whom  the  Nation  fees,  that 
they  may  fave  their  Lives  by  a  bold  Accufation  whether  true 
or  falfe. 

*  That  the  Bill  will  indeed  be  effcdhial  to  the  Purpofes 
defigned,  that  it  will  croud  the  Courts  of  Juftice  with  Evi- 
dence, and  open  Scenes  of  Wickcdnefs  never  difcovered  be- 
fore, I  can  readily  believe  ;  for  I  cannot  imagine  that  any 
Man  who  has  expofed  his  Life  by  any  flagrant  Crime,  will 
mifs  fo  fair  an  Opportunity  of  faving  it  by  another.  I  fliall 
cxpedl,  my  Lords,  that  Villains  of  all  Denominations  who 
are  now  (kulking  in  private  Retreats,  who  are  eluding  the 
Officers  of  Juftice,  or  flying  before  the  publick  Purfuit  of 
die  Country,  will  fecure  themfelves  by  this  eafy  Expedient ; 
and  that  Houfebreakers,  Highwaymen,  and  Pickpockets, 
will  come  up  in  Crouds  to  the  Bar,  charge  the  Earl  of  Or- 
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(     M3    ) 
f%rd^%  thdr  Acconpliccy  and  plead  this  Bill  as  a  Security  Aa.  15*  Geo.  XI, 
agaiaft  ali  Encpiiry.  '74^ 

^  That  this  Suppofidon,  however  wild  and  exaggerate^  ^ 
It  may  leem,  ma^  not  be  thought  altogether  chimerical,  that 
it  may  appear  with  how  little  Confideration  this  BiH  hat 
been  drawn,  and  how  eafily  it  may  be  perverted  to  the  Pa- 
tronage of  Wickednefs,  I  will  kv  before  your  Lordfhips 
fach  a  Plea  as  may  probably  be  proauced  by  it. 

'  A  Man  whom  theConfcioufnefs  of  Murder  has  forfbme 
Time  kept  in  continoal  Terrors,  may  clear  himlelf  forever, 
by  alkd^g  he  was  commiflionoi  by  the  Earl  of  Orfordy  to 
^^S^S^  ^^  ^^y  certain  Sum,  the  Vote  or  intereft  of  the 
fflOTOered  Perfon  ;  that  he  took  the  Opportunity  of  a  folita- 
ry  Place  to  offer  him  the  Bribe,  and  prevail  upon  him  to 
comply  with  his  Propofals  ;  but  that  finding  him  obffinate 
and  perverfe,  filled  with  Preiudices  againft  a  wife  and Juft 
Adnusifiradon,  and  inclined  to  obftruA  the  Meafures  of  the 
Government,  he  fi^r  fbme  Time  expoftulated  with  him  ;  and 
beijig  provoked  by  his  contumelious  Reprefentarions  of  the 
Stale  of  Afl&irs,  he  could  no  longer  reftrain  the  Ardour  of 
his  JLoyalty ;  but  thought  it  proper  to  remove  from  the 
World  a  Man  lb  much  inclined  to  fpread  Sedition  among  the 
People  ;  and  that  therefore  finding  the  Place  convenknt,  he 
inddenly  ralh'd  upon  him,  and  cut  his  Throat. 

'  Thns,  my  Lords,  mieht  the  Murderer  reprefent  his 
Caie,  perhaps  without  any  legal  Confutation  ;  thus  might 
the  moll  atrocious  Villanies  efcape  Cenfure,  by  the  AfH-^ 
ftance  of  Impudence  and  Cunning. 

^  A  Bill  like  this,  my  Lords,  is  nothing  lefs  than  a 
Proicrtption  ;  the  Head  of  a  Citizen  is  apparently  fet  to 
Sale,  and  Evidence  is  hired,  by  which  the  Innocent  and  the 
Goiky  may  be  de(fax>yed  with  equal  Facility. 

<  It  is  apparent,  my  Lords,  that  they,  by  whom  this 
Bill  is  propoied,  a^  upon  the  Suppofition  that  the  noble 
Peribn  mentioned  in  it,  is  guilty  of  all  thcfe  Crimes  of  which 
he  is  fafpeded  ;  a  Suppofition,  my  Lords,  which  it  is  un- 
juft  to  make,  and  to  which  neither  Reafon,  nor  the  Laws 
of  oar  Country,  will  give  Countenance  or  Support. 

*  I,  my  Lords,  will  much  more  equitably  fuppofe  him 
innocent  ;  I  will  fiippofe  that  he  has,  throughout  all  the 
Years  of  his  Adminillration,  (leadilyprofecuted  the  befl  Ends, 
by  the  befl  Means  ;  that  if  he  has  fometiroes  been  miftaken 
or  <U£ippointed,  it  Jias  been  neither  by  his  Negligence  or 
Ignorance,  but  by  falfe  Intelligence,  or  Accidents  not  to  be 
fbrefcen ;  and  that  he  has  never  cither  facrificcd  his  Country 
to  orivate  Intereft,  or  procured,  by  any  illegal  Methods,  the 
A&ftance  and  Support  of  the  Legiflatere ;   and  I  ^ill  aik 
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(     M4    ) 
j^a.  15*  ^^•'^' your  Lordihips,  whether,  if  this  Ghara^er  be  juft,  the  Bill 
*74»         ought  to  be  paffed,  and  doubt  not  but  every  Man's  Coafd- 
ctice  will  inform  him,  that  it  ought  to  be  rejected  with  the 
utmoft  Indignation. 

*  The  Reafon  my  Lords,  for  which  it  ought  to  be  rejedl- 
ed  is  evidently  this,  that  it  may  bring  Innocence  into  Dan- 
ger :  But,  my  Lords,  every  Man  before  his  Trial  is  to  be 
fuppofed  innocent,  and  therefore  no  Man  ought  to  beexpofed 
to  the  Hazards  of  a  Trial,  by  which  Virtue  and  Wicked- 
nefs  are  reduced  to  a  Level*  A  Bill  like  this  ought  to  be 
marked  out  as  the  utmoft  Effort  of  Malice,  as  a  Species  of 
Cruelty  never  known  before,  and  as  a  Method  of  Profccuti- 
on  cenfur*d  by  this  Houfe. 

*  I  did  not,  indeed,  expeft  from  thofe  who  have  fo  long 
cIamour*d  with  inceflant  Vehemence  againft  the  Meafures  of 
the  Miniftry,  fuch  an  open  Confeffion  of  their  own  Weak- 
nefs.  Nothing,  my  Lords,  was  fo  frequently  urged,  or  fo 
warmly  exaggerated,  as  the  Impoffibility  of  procuring  Evi- 
dence againua  Man  in  Power.  Nothing  was  moreconndently 
aflerted,  than  that  his  Guilt  would  eafdy  be  proved  when 
his  Authority  was  at  an  End,  and  that  even  his  own  Agents, 
would  readily  deted  him,  when  they  were  no  longer  depen- 
dent upon  his  Favour. 

*  The  Time,  my  Lords,  fo  long  expeftcd,  and  fo  ar- 
dently deflred,  is  at  length  come.  This  noble  Perfon  whom 
they  have  fo  long  purfued  with  Declamations,  Invedlives, 
andgeneral  Reproaches,  has  at  length  refigned  thofe  Offices 
which  fet  him  above  Punifhment  or  Trial ;  he  is  now  with- 
out any  other  Security  than  that  by  which  every  other  Man 
IS  (helter'd  from  Oppreifion,  the  publick  Protedion  of  the 
Laws  of  his  Country  ;  but  he  is  yet  found  impregnable,  he 
Is  yet  able  to  fet  his  Enemies  at  Defiance  ;  and  they  have 
therefore  now,  with  great  Sagacity,  contrived  a  Method, 
by  which  he  may  be  diveflcd  of  the  common  Privileges  of 
a  focial  Being,  and  may  be  hunted,  like  a  wild  Beafl,  with- 
out Defence,  and  without  Pity. 

'  Where,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  expe<fted,  that  Malice  like 
this  will  find  an  End  ?  Is  it  not  reafonable  to  imagine,  that 
if  they  fhould  be  gratified  in  this  Demand,  and  fhould  even 
find  this  Expedient  baffled  by  the  Abilities  which  they  have 
fo  often  encounterM  without  Succefs,  they  would  proceed  to 
Meafures  yet  more  violent ;  and,  punifh  him  without  Evi- 
dence, whom  they  call  to  a  Trial  without  a  Crime  ? 

*  It  has  been  obferved  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  lafl, 
that  there  are  Crimes  mentioned  in  the  Report  of  the  Secret 
Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or  that  at  leaft  fuch 
Fa£ts  are  aflerted  in  it,  tliat  an  Accufation  may,  by  ea{y 
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(     HS    ) 
Deduaions  be  form*d  from  them.     The  Report  of  that  Ah.  15.  Geo.  11. 
Committee^  my  Lords^  with  whatever  Veneration  it  may  be        i/^' 
mentioned,  by  thofe  whofe  Purpofes  it  happens  to  favour, 
or  of  whatever  Importance  it  may  be  in  the  other  Houfe, 
■<%  h<:re  nothing  but  a  Pamphlet,  not  to  be  regarded  as  an 
Evidence,  or  quoted  as  a  Writing  of  Authority.     It  is  only 
an  Account  of  Facts  of  which  we  know  not  how  they   were 
coUe&ed,  and   which  every  one  mav  admit  or  rejeft  at  his 
own  Choice,  till  they  are  a(certained  by  proper  Evidence  at 
ovr  own  Bar,  and  which  therefore  ought  not  to  inBuence  our 
Ojnnion  in  the  pre(ent  Debate, 

*  Nor  is  the  Bill,  my  Lords,  only  founded  upon  Principles 
inconfiftent  with  the  Conllitution  of  this  Nation,  apparently 
tending  to  the  Introdu«5tion  of  a  new  Species  of  OpprefTion, 
but  is  in  itfelf  fuch  as  cannot  be  ratined  without  Injury  to 
tbc  Hoaonr  of  this  great  Alfembly. 

'  In  examining  this  Bill,  my  Lords,  I  think  it  not  neccilary 
to  dwell  upon  the  more  minute  and  trivial  Defers  of 
ExpreiEon,  tho*  they  arc  fuch  as  rtiight  juftly  give  Oc- 
caton  for  fufpe^ng  that  thsy  by  whom  it  was  writ- 
ten, Mrere  no  lefs  Strangers  to  our  Language  than  to  oui* 
ConfBCQtion.  There  are  Errors  or  Falfhoods  which  it  more 
nearly  concerns  us  to  deteft,  and  to  which  we  cannot  give 
any  Sandion  without  an  eminent  Diminution  of  our  own 
Andiority. 

'  It  declares,  my  Lords,  that  there  is  now  an  Inquiry 
depending  before  the  Parliament  :  An  Ailertion  evidently 
fklfc,  for  the  Inquiry  is  only  before  the  Commons.  Whe- 
ther this  was  inferted  by  Miflake  or  Defign^  whether  it 
Ttzs  intended  to  iniinuate  that  the  whole  Parliamentary 
Power  was  coroprifed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or  to  per- 
foade  the  Nation  that  your  Lordfhtps  concurreJwith  them  in 
this  Inquiry,  it  is  not  poflible  to  determine ;  but  fince  it  is 
£iUe  in  either  Senfe,  it  ought  not  to  receive  our  Confirma- 
tion. 

^  If  we  (hould  pafs  the  Bill  in  its  prcfent  State,  we 
^nld  not  only  declare  our  Approbation  of  the  Meafiires 
hitherto  purfued  by  the  Commons,  by  which  it  has  been  al- 
ready proved,  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  who  (poke 
firil  againfl  the  Bill,  that  they  have  not  only  violatea  the 
Law,  but  invaded  the  Privileges  of  this  Houle  ;  we  fhould 
cot  only  edablifh  for  ever  in  a  Committee  of  tlie  Houfe  of 
Commons,  the  Power  of  examining  upon  Oath  by  an 
ehafive  and  equivocatory  Expedient ;  but  we  fhould  in  EfFe^ 
vote  away  our  own  Exiftence,  gi  v  e  up  at  Once  all  Authority 
In  the  Government,  and  grant  them  an  unlimited  Power,  by 
acknowledging  them  the  Parliament :  An  Acknowledgment 
Vol.  Vlllf  K  which 


(     146    ) 
An.  15.  Geo.n.  which  might,  In  a  very  (hort  Time,  be  quoted  againit  us, 
'74^^  and  from  which  it  would  not  be  eafy  for  us  to  extricate  our- 

'   felves. 

*  It  ha?,  indeed,  been  remarked,  that  there  is  a  large  Sum 
of  Money  difbarfed  without  Account;  and  the  Publick  is  rc- 
prelcnted  as  apparently  injured,  either  by  Fraud  or  Negli- 
gence :  But  it  is  not  remembered  that  none  but  his  Majefty 
has  a  Right  to  inquire  into  the  Diftribution  of  the  Revenue 
appropriated  to  the  Support  of  his  Family  and  Dignity,  and 
the  Payment  of  his  Servants  5  and  which  therefore  cannot 
with  any  Degree  be  called  publick  Money,  or  fall  under  the 
Cognizance  of  thofe  whom  it  concerns  to  Lnfped  the  publick 
Accounts.  Either  the  Civil  Lift  muft  be  exempt  from  Inqui- 
ries, or  his  Majeity  muft  be  reduced  to  a  State  below  that  of 
the  raeaneft  of  his  Subjeds ;  he  can  enjoy  neither  Freedom 
or  Property,  and  muft  be  debarred  for  ever  from  thofe  Blef- 
fin^s  which  he  is  incellantly  labouring  to  fecure  to  others. 

*  There  is  likewife  another  Confideration  which  my 
Regard  for  the  Honour  of  this  Houfe  fuggefted  to  me,  and 
of  which  I  doubt  not  but  that  all  your  Lordfliips  will  allow 
the  Importance.  The  noble  Perfon  who  is  pointed  out  in 
this  Bill  as  a  publick  Criminal,  and  whom  all  the  Villains  of 
the  Kingdom  are  invited  to  accufe,  is  inverted  with  the  fame 
Honours  as  ourfelves,  and  has  a  Son  who  has  for  many  Years 
poilcHed  a  Seat  amongft  us ;  let  us  not  therefore  concur  with 
the  Commons  to  load  our  own  Houfe  with  Infamy,  and  to 
propagate  Reproach  which  will  at  laft  reft  upon  ourfelves. 

*  Innumerable  are  the  Objections,  my  Lords,  which  might 
yet  be  urged,  and  urged  without  any  Poffibility  of  Reply ; 
but  as  I  have  already  been  heard  with  (b  much  Patience,  I 
think  what  has  been  already  mentioned  fufiicient  to  deter- 
mine the  QiiefHon ;  and  as  I  doubt  not  but  the  other  Defedls 
and  Abfurdities  will  be  obfrrved,  if  it  be  neceflary,  by  (bme 
other  Lords,  I  ftiallprefumc  only  to  add,  That  as  the  Bill 
appears  to  me  contrary  to  tlie  Laws  of  this  Nation,  to  the 
common  Jnftice  of  Society,  and  to  thegcnci-al  Reafon  of  Man- 
kind ;  as  it  muft  naturally  cftablifh  a  Precedent  of  Opprcf- 
lion,  and  confirm  a  Species  of  Authority  in  the  other  Houfe 
which  was  either  never'  claimed  before,  or; always  denied  ; 
as  I  think  the  moft  notorious  and  publick  Criminal  ought 
not  to  be  deprived  of  that  Method  of  Defence  which  the  ma- 
blifhed  Cuftoms  of  our  Country  allow  him  ;  and  as  i  believe 
the  Pcrfbn  mentioned  in  this  Bill  to  defervc  rather  A pplauies 
and  Rewards  than  Cenfurcs  and  Punifhments,  I  think  my- 
felf  obliged  to  oppofe  it ;  and  hope  to  find  your  Lordfhips 
unanimous  in  the  fame  Opinion. 

The 
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The  Duke  of  Argyle  anfwcr'd  in  Subftattcc  as  follows  ;      Aji.  15.  Gto.  11^ 
«  Mj  Lords,  ^Jl^t 

*  Whatever  may  be  the  Fate  of  this  Qucftion,  I  have  lit-  '^  ^^  ^ 
tie  Hope  that  it  will  be  unanimoufly  decided,  becaufe  I  hav^  "*  "  Ar^ic. 
Reaibn  to  fear  that  fbme  Lords  have  conceived  Prejudices 

againft  the  Bill,  which  hinder  them  from  difcovering  either 
Its  Rea/bnablenefs  or  its  Necedity ;  and  I  am  convinced  that 
others  who  approve  the  Bill,  can  fupport  their  Opinion  by 
Ajngmnents  from  which,  as  they  cannot  be  confuted,  they 
never  will  recede. 

*  Thoic  Arguments,  which  have  influenced  my  Opinion^ 
I  wifl  lay  before  your  Lordfhips ;  and  doubt  not  of  mewing 
that  I  am  very  far  from  giving  Way  to  perfonal  Malice,  or 
the  Prejadices  of  OppoHtion ;  and  that  I  regard  only  the 
Voice  of  Reafbn,  and  Call  of  the  Nation. 

*  Calmnefs  and  Impartiality,  my  Lords,  have  been  with 
great  Propriety  recommended  to  us  by  the  noble  Lord  who 
ipoke  £m  in  diis  Debate ;  and  I  hope  he  will  difcover  by 
die  Moderation  with  which  I  (hall  deliver  my  Sentiments 
on  this  Occafion,  how  much  I  reverence  his  Precepts,  and 
how  willmgly  I  yield  to  hi^  Authority. 

'  I  am,  at  leaft,  certain,  that  I  have  hitherto  liftened  to 
the  Arguments  that  have  been  offered  on  either  Side,  with 
an  Attention  void  of  Prejudice.  I  have  repreiTed  no  Motions 
of  Convidion,  nor  abdraded  my  Mind  from  any  Difficulty, 
CO  avoid  the  Labour  of  folving  it.  I  have  been  folicitous  to 
furvey  every  Pofition  in  its  whole  Extent,  and  trace  it  to  its 
mnoteft  Confequences.  I  have  aflifted  the  Argimients  againfl 
the  Bill  by  £ivourableSnppofitions,  and  imaginary  Circumflan** 
ces,  and  have  endeavoured  to  divefl  my  own  Opinion  of  fbme 
accidental  Advantages,  that  I  might  view  it  in  a  State  lefs 
likely  to  attrad  Regard  :  And  yet  I  cannot  find  any  Reafon 
by  \^uch  I  could  juftify  myfelf,  to  my  Country  or  my  Con- 
Tdence,  if  I  (hould  concur  in  rejedling  this  Bill,  or  fhould 
iu>t  endeavour  to  promote  the  palling  of  it. 

*  I  am  not  unacquainted,  my  Lords,  with  the  DifSculdes  '^ 
tlxat  obftrud  the  Knowledge  of  our  own  Hearts,  and  cannot 
4aiy  that  Inclination  may  be  fometimes  miftaken  for  Convic- 
tion; and  that  Men  even  wife  and  honeft,  may  imagine  them- 
Wvcs  to  believe  what,  in  reality,  they  only  wi(h ;  but  this, 
my  Lords,  can  only  happen  for  want  of  Attention,  or  on 
Tudden  Emergencies  when  it  is  neceflary  to  determine  with 
ttde  Confideration,  while  the  Paflions  have  not  yet  Time 
to  fubGde,  and  Reafbn  is  yet  flruggling  with  the  Emotions 
ofDcfire. 
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.  15.  Geo.  IL      *  In  other  Grcnmftanccs,  my  Lords,  I  am  convinced  that 
'74*»         no  Man  impoieson  himfelf  without  conniving  at  the  Frauds 
""'  ~"  -^    without  Confcioufners  that  he  admits  an  Opinion  which  he 
has  not  well  examined  ;  and  therefore,  my  Lords,  I  can  with 
Confidence  affirm,  that  I  now  declare  my  real  Opinion,  and 
that  if  I  err,  I  err  only  for  want  of  Abilites  to  difcover 
the  Truth,  and  hope  it  will  appear  to  your  Lordfliips,  that 
I  have  been  mifled  at  leaft  by  fpecious  Arguments,  and  de- 
ceived by    fallacious  Appearances  which  it  is  no  Reproach 
not  to  have  been  able  to  deted. 

*  It  will,  my  Lords,  be  granted,  I  fupj>ofe,  without  He- 
fltation,  that  the  Law  is  condflent  with  itfclf,  tliat  it  never 
at  the  fame  Time  commands  and  prohibits  the  fame  A&ion, 
tliat  it  cannot  be  at  once  violated  and  obfervcd. 

*  From  hence  it  will  inevitably  follow,  that  where  the 
Circumftances  of  any  Tranfadlion  are  fuch,  that  the  Princi- 
ples of  that  Law  by  which  it  is  cognifable  are  oppofite  to 
each  other,  fome  Expedients  may  be  found  by  which  thefc 
Circumftances  may  he  altered.  Otherwife  a  fubtile  or  power- 
ful Delinquent  will  always  find  Shelter  in  Ambiguities,  and 
the  Law  will  remain  utterly  ina^ive. 

'  On  the  prefent  Occaiion,  my* Lords,  I  pronounce  witli 
the  utmoft  Confidence  as  a  Maxim  of  indubitable  Certainty, 

*  That  the  Publick  has  a  Claim  to  every  Man's   Evidence. 

*  And  that  no  Man  can  plead  Exemption  from  this  Duty  to 
'  his  Country.*  But  thofe  whom  falfe  Gratitude,  or  con  traded 
Notions  of  dieir  own  Intereft,  or  Fear  of  being  intangled 
in  the  Snares  of  Examination,  prompt  to  difappoint  the  Juftice 
of  the  Publick,  urge  with  equal  Vehemence,  and  indeed 
with  equal  Truth,  *  That  no  Man  is  obliged  to  accufc  him- 

*  fclf;  and  that  the  Conftitution  of  Great  Britain  allows 
'  no  Man's  Evidence  to  be  extorted  from  him  to  his  own 
'  DeftruAion.'  J   ^ 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  two  of  the  firft  Principles  of  the 
Britijh  Law,  tho'  Maxims  equally  important,  equally  cer- 
tain, and  equally  to  be  preferved  from  the  leaft  Appearance 
of  Violation,  are  contradictory  to  each  other,  and  neither 
can  be  obey'd  becaufe  neither  can  be  infringed. 

'  How  then,  my  Lords,  is  this  Contradiftion  to    be  re-  -j 
Conciled,  and  the  Neccdlty   avoided  of  breaking  the  La>w 
on  one  Side  or  the  other  but  by  the  Method  now  propofed, 
of  fetting  thofe,  whofe  Evidence  is   required,   free  from    the 
Danger  which  tliey  may  incur  by  giving  it. 

*  The  End  of  the  Law  is  the  Redrefs  of  Wrong,  the 
Protedion  of  Right,  and  the  Prefervation  of  Happinefs  ;  andi 
the  Law  is  fo  far  imper&(a  as  it  fails  to  produce  the   End! 
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('49) 
for  which  it  is  inffitutcdy  and  where  any  Imperfedion  is  An.  te.  Geo. II. 
difcovered  it  is  the  Province  of  the  Legiflatore  to  fupply  it.  174a 

'  By  the  Experience,  my  Lords,  of  one  Generation  after  ' 
another,  by  the  continued  Application  of  fuccefCve  Ages, 
was  our  Law  brought  to  its  prefent  Accuracy.  As  new 
Combinations  of  Circumflances,  or  unforefeen  Artifices  of 
Evaiion  difcovered  to  our  Anceftors  the  Infuificiency  of 
fbraier  Provifions,  new  Expedients  were  invented  ;  and  as 
Wickednefs  improved  its  Subtilty,  the  Law  multiplied  its 
Powers,  and  extended  its  Vigilance. 

*  If  I  ftiould,  therefore,  allow,  what  has  been  urged, 
that  there  is  no  Precedent  of  a  Bill  like  this,  whaf  can  be 
inferred  from  it,  but  that  Wickednefs  has  found  a  Shelter 
that  was  never  difcovered  before,  and  which  mnfl  be  forced 
by  a  new  Method  of  Attack  ?  And  what  then  arc  wc  re- 
<}Qired  to  do  more  than  has  been  always  done  by  our  An** 
ceflors,  on  a  Thoufand  Occafions  of  far  lefs  Importance  ? 

^  I  know  jiot,  my  Lords,  whether  it  be  poflible  to  ima- 
ginc  an  Emergency  that  can  more  evidently  require  the  In- 
tsrpofition  of  the  LegiHative  Power,  than  this  which  is  now 
pTDpoCod  to  your  ConCderation.  The  Nation  has  been  be- 
tray'd  in  Peace,  anddifgraced  in  War;  the  ConAitution has 
bcm  openly  invaded  ;  the  Votes  of  the  Commons  fet  pub- 
lickly  to  Sale ;  the  Trcafures  of  the  Publick  have  beenfquan^ 
derea  to  purchafc  Security  to  thofe  by  whom  it  was  op- 
prefled  ;  the  People  are  exafperated  to  Madnefs  ;  the  Com- 
mons have  begun  their  Inquiry  that  has  been  for  more  than 
twenty  Years  demanded  and  eluded  ;  and  Juflice  is  on  a 
ii»klen  infuperably  retarded  by  the  DdSciency  of  the  Law* 

*  Sorely,  my  Lords,  this  is  an  Occafion  that  may  juflify 
Ac  Exertion  of  unufual  Powers,  and  yet  nothing  either  new 
or  nnniual  is  required  ;  for  the  Bill  now  propofed  may  be 
lapported  both  by  Precedents  of  occafional  Laws,  and  paral* 
kl  Statutes  of  lafting  Obligations. 

*  When  Frauds  have  been  committed  by  the  Agents  of 
tmfing  Companies,  Bills  of  Indemnity  to  thofe  by  whom  any 
Difcoveries  fnould  be  made,  have  been  propofed  and  paflea 
withoat  any  of  thofe  dreadful  Confequences,  which  fome 
noble  Lords  have  forefeen  in  this.  I  have  never  heard  that 
any  Man  was  fbflupid  as  to  miflake  fuch  a  Bill  for  a  general 
Aft  of  Grace,  or  that  the  ConfefTion  of  any  Crimes  was  pro- 
cured by  it,  except  of  thofe  which  it  was  intended  to  deteft. 
tbave  never  been  informed  that  any  Murderer  thought  of 
tying  to  fuch  an  A6t  as  to  a  common  Shelter  for  Villainy* 
Scch  Snppofitions,  my,  Lords,  can  be  intended  only  to  pro«^ 
bag  a  Controverfy ;  nor  can  fuch  trifling  Exaggerations  con« 
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(    '50    ) 
An.  IS-  Geo.  !!•  tribute  to  any  other  End  than  of  difcovcring  the  Fertility  o  f 
^74^'      ,  Imagination,  and  the  Exuberance  of  Eloquence. 

*  For  my  Part,  my  Lords,  I  think  Paflion  and  Kegligcnce 
equally  culpable  in  a  Debate  like  this ;  and  cannot  forbear  to 
recommend  Serioufnefs  and  Attention,  with  the  fame  Zeal, 
with  which  Moderation  and  Impartiality  have  already  been 
inculcated.  He  that  entirely  difregards  the  QiielHon  in  De- 
bate,  who  thinks  it  too  trivial  for  a  fcfious  Difaiflion,  and 
fpeats  upon  it  with  the  fame  fuperficial  Gaiety  with  which 
he  would  relate  the  Change  of  a  Fafhion,  or  the  Inci- 
dents of  a  Ball,  is  not  very  likely,  cither  to  difcover  or  pro- 
pagate the  Truth  ;  and  is  lefs  to  be  pardoned  than  he  who  is 
betrayed  by  Paffion  into  Abfurdities,  as  it  is  lefs  criminal  to 
injure  our  Country  by  Zeal  than  by  Contempt. 

^  That  Bills,  without  any  elFential  Difference  from  that 
which  is  now  before  us,  have  been  pailed  i!i  Favour  of 
private  Companies,  is  indifputably  certain  ;  it  is  certain  that 
they  never  produced  any  other  Effed,  than  fuch  as  was  ex- 
pefted  from  them  by  thofe  who  promoted  them.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  Welfare  of  the  Nation  is  more  worthy  of  our 
Regard  than  any  feperate  Company ;  that  the  Whole  is  of 
more  Importance  than  a  Part ;  and  therefore  the  fame  Mca- 
fures  may  be  now  ufed  with  far  greater  Judice^  and  with 
equal  Probability  ofSuccefs. 

'  The  Neceflity  of  the  Law  now  propofed,  my  Lofds, 
cannot  more  plainly  appear,  than  by  refledting  on  the  Ab- 
furdity  of  the  Pleas  made  Ufe  of  for  reflifing  it ;  which,  con» 
fider'd  in  the  Whole,  contain  only  this  Aflertion,  *  That  the 
*  Security  of  one  Man  is  to  be  preferred  to  Juftice,  to 
'  Truth,  to  publick  Felicity  ;*  that  a  Precedent  is  rather  to 
be  eftabliflied,  which  will  for  ever  (helter  every  future  Mini- 
fter  from  the  Laws  of  our  Country  ;  and  that  all  our  Mile- 
ries  are  rather  to  be  born  in  Silence,  or  lamented  in  Impotence, 
than  the  Man,  whom  the  whole  Nation  agrees  to  accufc  as 
the  Author  of  them,  fhould  be  expofed  to  the  Hazard  of  a 
Trial,  even  before  thofe  whom  every  Tye  of  Intereft  and  long 
continued  Affedlion  has  united  to  him. 

*  It  is  indeed  objected,  that  by  paffing  this  Bill,  we  (ball 
transfer  the  Authority  of  trying  him  to  the  other  Houfe;that 
we  (hall  give  up  our  Privileges  for  ever;  erc6t  a  new  Court 
of  Judicature ;  and  overturn  the  Conftitution. 

f  I  have  long  obftrved,  my  Lords,  how  vain  it  is  to  argue 
againft  thofe  whofe  Refolutions  are  determined  by  extrinuck 
Motives.  I  have  been  long  acquainted  with  the  Art  of 
dilguifing  Obftinacy,  by  an  Appearance  of  Reafons  that  have 
no  Weight,  even  in  the  Opinion  of  liim  by  whom  they  are 
pffcrcd  5  and  of  raifing  Clouds  pf  Objedlionsj,  which,  by  the 
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fifft  Reply,  will  certainly  be  diilipated)  bnt  which,  at  leaft,*Aa,  15.Gro.II.    )C 
fill  the  Moath  for  a  Time,   and  prefer ve  the  Difpptant  from^         i74»- 
the  Reproach  of  adhering  to  an  Opinion,  In  Vindication  of  ' 
which  he  had  nothing  to  fay. 

*  Of  this  Kind  is  the  Ol^edlion  which  I  am  now  to  re- 
move, tho'  I  remove  it  only  to  make  W  ay  for  another,  for 
tho£e  can  never  be  dlenced  who  can  fatisty  themfelves  with 
Arguments  like  this  ;  however  thole  that  offer  it  cxpeft  it 
ihoald  be  anfwercd,  and  if  it  (hould  be  palled  over  in  the 
Debate,  will  boaftof  itsbeinp  irrefragable,  and  imagine  that 
they  have  gajn*d  the  Vi<^tory  by  the  Superiority  of  their  A- 
^lities,  rather  than  of  their  Tsumber^. 

'  That  we  (hall,  by  pafTmg  this  Bill,  give  the  Commons  a 
Pow«r  which  they  want  at  prefent,  is  unqueftioftcbly  tvident; 
bnt  wc  fliall  only  retrieve  that  which  they  wf  re  ncv^r  knoMi  n 
to  want  before,  the  Power  of  producing  Evidence  ;  Evidence 
which  we,  my  Lords,  muft  hear,  and  of  tho(e  7'eftimonies 
wc  (hall  referve  the  Judgment  to  ourfelves.  The  Commons 
will  only  ad  as  Profecntors,  a  Chara<fter  in  which  they  were 
cevcr  conceived  to  encroach  upon  our  Right.  The  Man 
whole  Condudl  is  the  Subject  of  Inquiry,  muft  (land  his 
Trial  at  our  Bar;  nor  has  the  Bill  any  other  Tendency,  than 
to  enable  the  Commons  to  bring  him  to  it. 

'  What  can  be  alledged  againft  this  Dcfign  I  know  not, 
becaofe  I  can  difcover  no  Objedtions  which  do'  not  imply 
Guilt  5  and  Guilt  we  are  not  yet  at  Liberty  to  fuppofe.  I 
am  (b  lar  from  prefGng  this  Bill  from  any  Motive  of  per- 
fbaal  Malevolence,  that  I  am  only  doing,  in  the  Cafe  of 
the  Minifier,  what  I  (hould  ardently  delire  to  be  done  in 
Biy  own ;  ahd  what  no  Man  would  wifh  to  obftnift,  who 
was  (bpported  by  a  Confcioufnefs  of  Integrity,  and  ftimu- 
kted  by  that  honeft  Senfe  of  Reputation  which  I  have  always 
iotmd  the  Companion  of  Innocence. 

*  I  hope  I  (hall  be  readily  believed  by  your  Lordftiips, 
when  I  adert  once  more,  that  I  (hould  not  only  forbear 
all  Oppofition  to  a  Bill  intended  to  produce  a  Scrutiny  into 
my  Gondii^,  bnt  that  I  (hould  promote  it  with  all  my  In-  . 
tereft^  and  fblicite  all  my  Friends  to  fupport  it ;  for  there 
was  once  a  Time,  my  Lords,  in  which  my  Behaviour  was 
bnmght  to  the  Teft,  a  Time  when  no  Expedient  was  for- 
gotten by  which  I  might  be  opprcffcd,  nor  any  Method  un- 
uied  to  procure  Accufations  againfl  me. 

'  Whether  the  prefent  Cale  in  every  Circumftance  will 
{bind  exadly  parallel  to  mine,  lam  very  far  from  prefuming 
to  detemune.  I  had  ferved  my  Country  with  InJufby,  Fi- 
ielity  and  Succefs  ;  and  had  received  the.  illuftrious  Te(K- 
35onv  of  mv  Conduft,  the  publick  Thanks  of  this  Houfe, 


(      152      ) 
An.  15.  Oeo.  ll.  j  ^^8  confcious  of  no  Crime,  nor  had  gratifyM   in  my  Set 
J74^     vices  any  other  Paflion  than  rav  Zeal  for  the  Publick;  ifaw 
^  myfclf  ignominioufly  difcarded,  and  attacked  by  every  Me- 
thod of  Calumny  and  Reproach.;  not  was  the  Malice  of 
my  Enemies  fatisficd  with  deftroying  my  Reputation,  with- 
out impairing  my  Fortune.     For  this  Purpole  a  Profccution 
was,  projected,  a  Wretch  was  found  out  who  engaged  to  ac- 
cafe  me»  and  received  his  Pardon  for  no  other  Purpofe  ;  nor 
did  I  make  any  Oppolition  to  it  in  this  Houfe,   tho*  I  knew 
the  Intent  with  which  it  was  procured,  and  was  informed 
that  Part  of  my  Ellate  was  allotted  him  to  harden  his  Heart, 
and  ftrengthen  his  Aflertions. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  is  furely  a  Precedent  which  I  have  a 
Right  to  quote,  and  which  will  vindicate  me  to  your  Lord- 
ihips  from  the  Imputation  of  Partiality  and  Malignity  ;  dncc 
it  is  apparent  that  I  do  only  in  the  Cafe  of  another,  what 
I  willingly  fubmitted  to  when  an  Inquiry  was  making  into 
my  Conduft. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  this  is  far  from  beins  the  only  Prece- 
dent which  may  be  pleaded  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  a  Bill 
which  in  reality  concurs  with  the  general  and  regular  Prac- 
tice of  the  eftablifh'd  Law,  as  wul  appear  to  any  one  that 
compares  it  with  the  eighth  Sc<fHon  of  the  Ad  for  preventing 
Bribery ;  in  which  it  is  eftablifhed  as  a  perpetual  Law,  that 
}ie,  who,  having  taken  a  Bribe,  fhall,  within  twelve  Month  s, 
inform  again{l  him  that  gave  it,  (hall  be  received  as  an  Evi- 
dence, and  be  indemnified  from  all  the  Confequences  of  his 
Difcovery. 

*  To  thefe  Argumenis  of  Reafon  and  Precedent  I  will 
add  one  of  a  more  prevalent  Kind,  drawn  from  Motives  of 
Intcrcft,  which  furely  would  diredl  our  Minifters  to  favour 
the  Inquiry,  and  promote  every  Expedient  that  might  pro- 
duce a  compleat  Difcufhon  of  the  publick  Affairs  ;  hnoe 
they  would  fhcw  that  they  are  not  afraid  of  the  moft  rigo- 
rous Scrutiny,  and  are  above  any  Fears  that  the  Precedent 
which  they  are  now  eftablifhing  may  revolve  upon  tliem- 
lelves.  " 

*■  To  elude  the  Ratification  of  this  Bill,  it  was  at  firft  urg- 
ed, that  there  was  no  Proof  of  any  Crime  ;  and  when  it  was 
fhewn  that  there  was  an  apparent  Mifapplication  of  Publick 
Money,  it  became  neccffary  to  determine  upon  a  more  har- 
iiy  Alfertion,  and  to  filence  malicious  Reafoners,  by  fhew- 
ijig  tliem  how  little  their  Arguments  would  be  regarded.  It 
tlicn  was  denied,  with  a  Spirit  worthy  of  the  Caufe  in 
which  it  was  exerted,  that  die  Civil  Lift  was  Publick  Money. 

*  Difputants,  like  tliefe,  my  Lords,  are  not  born  to  be 
confuted  ;  it  would  be  to  little  Purpofe  that  any  Man  fhould 
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ssk^  whether  tbe  Money  allotted  for  the  Civil  Lift  was  not  An.  15.  Geo,  IL 
granted  by  the  Publick,  and  whether  Publick  Grants  did  1 74^- 
not  produce  Pnblick  Money ;  it  would  be  without  any  £f- 
fe^ty  that  the  Ufes  for  which  that  Grant  is  made  fhouLd  be 
enumerated^  and  the  Mifapplication  of  it  openly  proved  ;  a 
Diftindtion,  or  at  leaft  a  Negative  would  be  always  at  Hand^ 
and  Obftinacy  and  Intereft  would  turn  Argument  afide. 

'  Upon  what  Principles,  my  Lords,  we  can  now  call  out 
£br  a  Proof-  of  Crimes,  and  proceed  in  the  Debate  as  if  no 
juft  Reafbn  of  Sufpicion  had  appeared,  I  am  not  able  to  con- 
jcchirc  ;  here  is,  mmy  Opinion,  if  not  demonifaative  Proof^ 
yet  the  flrongeft  Prefumption  of  one  of  the  greateft  Crimes 
of  which  any  Man  can  be  guihy,  the  Propagation  •  of  Wic- 
kedness, of  the  moft  notorious  Breach  of  Truft  which  can 
be  charged  upon  a  Britijh  Minifter,  a  deliberate  Traffick  for 
the  Liberties  of  his  Country. 

*  Of  theie  enormous  Crimes,  however  diiEcult  it  may  now 
ieem  to  difengage  him  from  them,  I  hope  we  (hall  fee  Rea- 
fon  to  acquit  him  at  the  Bar  of  this  Houfe,  at  which,  if  he 
be  innocent,  he  ought  to  be  defirous  of  appearing  ;  nor  do 
his  Friends  confiilt  his  Honour,  by  endeavouring  to  withhold 
him  from  it  \  if  they  indeed  believe  him  guilty,  they  may 
Acn  eaiily  jufhfy  their  Condnft  to  him,  but  the  World  will, 
perhaps,  require  a  more  publick  Vindication. 

'  Thcfc,  my  Lords,  are  the  Arguments  which  have  influ- 
enced me  hitherto  to  approve  of  the  Bill  now  before  us,  and 
«hich  will  continue  their  Prevalence,  till  I  (hall  hear  them 
confuted  /  and  furcly,  if  they  are  not  altogether  unanfwer- 
able,  they  are  yet  of  fo  much  Importance,  that  the  Bill 
for  which  they  have  been  produced,  muft  be  allowed  to  de- 
ferve  at  leaft  a  deliberate  Examination,  and  may  be  very 
j  jftly  referred  to  a  Committee. 

The  Earl  oiCbolmondeley  *  {poke  next  to  the  following 
Puipofe : 

^  My  Lordly  ^  E.  of  i 

^  This  Bill  is,  in  my  Opinion,  fo  far  from  defenang  Ap-  deiey* 
probation,  that  I  am  in  doubt  whether,  I  (hould  retard  the 
Determination  of  the  Houfe,  by  laying  before  you  the  Rea- 
iaafi  which  influence  me  in  this  Debate ;  nor  indeed  could  I 
prevail  upon  mv!cli  io  enter  into  a  formal  Difouflion  of  a 
Qucftion,  on  wiiicH  I  iho'iLl  fuvc  inn  pined  that  all  Mankind 
woald  have  been  of  one  *  'p'nion,  did  not  my  Refpeft  for 
the  Abilities  of  tbofe  noMe  Lords  who  have  fpoken  in  De- 
fence of  the  Bill,  incline  uk'  even  agairJt  the  Convidion  of 
jay  own  Reafo'i,  to  fnipec^  that  Arguments  may  be  ofi'ered 
ia  its  Favour,  '     '  hi  have  not  been  uble  to  dilcovcr  ;  i^nd 

tha( 
•  Son-in-law  to  the  Earl  of  Orfbri. 
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Aa.  f5.Gea,  It  ^at  thofc  which  have  been  produced^  however  inconclulive 
^4^         they  havcfecAi'd,  will  operate  more  powcrfuUv,  when  tliey 
^    are  more  fully  difplayed,  and  better  underftooci. 

'  For  this  Keafon  I  ihall  lay  before  your  Lord  (hips  the 
Objeftions  which  arofe  in  my  Mind  when  the  Bill  was  firft 
laid  before  us^  and  which  have  rather  been  (Irengthened  than 
invalidated  by  the  fubfequent  Debate. 

*  It  appears,  my  Lords,  evident  to  me,  that  every  Man 
has  a  Right  to  be  tried  by  the  known  Laws  of  his  Country  ; 
that  no  Man  can  be  julUy  punifhed  by  a  Law  made  after  the 
Commi/Con  of  a  Fa^,  becaufe  he  then  fufiPers  by  a  Law, 
againft  which  he  never  tranfgrefled  ;  nor  is  any  Man  to  be 
profecuted  by  Methods  invented  only  to  facilitate  his  Con- 
demnation, becaufe  he  ought  to  be  acauitted,  however  gnilty 
he  may  be  fupppofed,  whom  the  eftabliftied  Rules  of  Juftice 
cannot  convift.  The  Law,  my  Lords,  is  the  Meafure  of 
political,  as  Confcience  is  of  Moral  Right  ;  and  he  that 
breaks  no  Law  may  indeed  be  criminal,  but  is  ilot  puni(h- 
able.  The  Law  likewife  prefcribes  the  Method  6i'  profecut- 
ing  Guilt ;  and  as  we,  by  omitting  any  Crime  il  ourLaws,  dif- 
able  ourfelves  from  punifhing  it,  however  publick  or  flagrant ; 
lb  by  regulating  the  Procefs  in  our  Courts  of  Juftice  we  give 
Security  to  that  Guilt,  which  by  fuch  Procefs  cannot  be  de- 
te<aed. 

*  The  Truth  of  this  Aflertion,  my  Lords,  however  pa- 
radoxical it  may  perhaps  appear,  will  become  evident,  if  we 
iiippofe  a  Man  brought  to  the  Bar,  whofe  Guilt  was  unquefti- 
onaole,  tho'  itco"M  not  be  legally  proved,  becaufe  all  thofe 
were  dead  who  might  hkve  appearecf  againft  him.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  his  good  Fortune  would  give  him  no  Claim  to  Par- 
don ;  and  yet  he  could  not  be  con v Idled,  unlefs  we  fiippofe 
him  weak  enough  to  accufc  himfell^  In  this  Cafe,  my 
Lords,  it  is  not  impofliblc  that  fbme  might  be  prompted  by 
their  Zeal  to  propofe,  that  the  foreign  Methods  of  JufVice 
might  be  introduced,  and  the  Rack  imployed  to  extort  fi-om 
his  own  Mouth  a  Confeffion  of  thofe  Crimes  of  which  eve- 
ry one  believed  him  guilty. 

^  With  what  Horror,  my  Lords,  fuch  a  Propofal  would 
be  heard,  how  loudly  it  would  be  cenfured,  and  howuniver- 
fally  rejedjed,  I  need  not  fay  ;  butmuft  obferve,  that,  in  my 
Opinion,  the  Deteftation  would  arife  principally  from  a 
Senfe  of  the  Injuflice  of  expofing  any  Man  to  particular 
Hardfhips,  and  diftinguifhing  him  to  his  Difadvantage,  from 
the  reft  of  the  Community. 

*  It  will,  my  Lords,  not  he  eafy  to  prove   that  it  is  Irfs 
agreeable  to  Juftice  to  oblige  a  Man  to  accufe  hirafelf,  than 
to  make  Ufe  of  extraordinary  Methods  of  procuring   Evi- 
dence 
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dence  agalnft  him ;  becauie  the  Barriers  of  Security  which  An, 
the  Law  has  fixed  are  equally  broken  in  either  Cau ;  and 
the  Accuied  is  expofed  to  Dangers^  from  which  he  had  Rea- 
Ibn  to  believe  himfelf  ihelter'd  by  the  ConfUtution  of  his 
Country. 

*  This  Argument,  my  Lords,  I  have  mentioned  with- 
ont  endeavouring  to  evince  the  Innocence  of  the  Perfoa 
whom  this  Bill  immediately  regards  ;  becaufe  the  Intent  of  it 
is  to  (hew,  that  no  Man  is  to  be  deprived  of  the  common  Be" 
cefits  of  the  Conftitution,  and  that  the  Guilty  haye  a  Right 
to  aU  the  Advantages  which  the  Law  allows  them.  For 
Guilt  is  never  to  be  fuppofed  till  it  is  proved,  and  therefore 
never  to  be  proved  by  Aew  Methods,  merely  becaufe  it  is 
feppoied. 

*  That  the  Method  of  procuring  Evidence  now  propofed 
15  new,  my  Lords,  I  think  it  no  Ra/hnefs  to  conclude  ;  be- 
cao£;  the  Noble  Lords  who  have  endeavoured  to  defend  it, 
have  produced  no  Evidence  of  a  parallel  Pra^icc ;  and  their 
Knowledge  and  Acutencfs  is  fuch,  that  they  can  only  have 
filled  to  difcover  them,  becaufe  they  are  indeed  no  where  to 
be  found. 

'  In  the  Cafe  of  Bribery,  my  Lords,  the  Perfon  accufed 
has  rfie  Privilege,  if  he  be  innocent,  of  profecuting  the  Ac- 
cafer  for  Perjury,  and  is  therefore  in  lels  Danger  of  being 
harrailed  by  a  falfe  Indi^hnent :  But,  my  Lords,  this  is  not 
the  only  Difference  between  the  two  Cafes ;  for  he  that  dif- 
covers  a  Bribe  receivM  by  himfelf,  has  no  Motives  of  Inte- 
refl  to  prompt  his  Evidence ;  he  is  only  fecured  from  fuffering 
by  his  own  Difcovery,  and  might  have  been  equally  fafe  by 
SUence  or  Secrecy  ;  Cnce  the  Law  fuppofcs  the  Crime  out 
of  the  Reach  of  Detedion,  otherwifc  than  by.  the  Confeflion 
of  the  Criminal. 

*  But  for  different,  my  Lords,  are  the  Circumftances  of 
iboic  who  are  now  invited  to  throng  the  Courts  of  Juflicc 
vith  Depofltions  and  Difcoverles.  They  are  Men  fuppofed 
criminal  by  the  Indemnity  which  is  offered  them;  and  by 
the  Nature  of  their  Crimes  it  is  made  at  leaft  probable,  that 
they  are  in  daily  Hazard  of  Difcovery  and  Punifhment, 
from  which  they  are  fummoned  to  fct  themfelves  free  for 
ever,  by  accufing  a  Man  of  whom  it  has  not  been  yet  proved 
that  he  can  legally  be  call'd  to  'f'ri  ;1. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  in  the  Law  which  the  noble  Duke 
has  mentioned  as  a  Precedent  for  this  Bill,  the  Accuftr  is 
only  placed  as  a  Kind  of  Fquilibriiim,  equally  fecure  fi^m 
Ponilhnient,  by  Silence  or  by  Inibrmation,  in  hope  that 
the  Love  of  Truth  and  Jufllce  v  -ll  lurn  the  hahnce  ;  in  the 
Bill  now  before  us  theVVitaefs  is  in  continual  Danger  by 

witholding 
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An.  X5.  Geo.  11.  Withholding  his  Evidence^  and  is  reftored  to  per&d  Safety 
'74**         by  becoming  an  Accufer,    and  from  making  Difcoveries^ 
whether  true  or  falfe^  has  every  Thing  to  hope  and  nothing 
to  fear. 

^  The  Neceffity  of  pnniftung  Wickednefs,  has  been  urged 
with  great  Strength  ;  it  has  been  unanfwerably  fliewn,  by 
the  Advocates  for  this  Bill,  that  vindidive  Juftice  is  of  the 
higheft  Importance*  to  the  Happinefs  of  the  Publick^  and 
that  thofe  who  may  be  injured  with  Impunity,  are  in  reality 
denied  the  Benefits  of  Society,  and  can  be  faid  to  live  in  the 
State  of  uncivilized  Nature. 

^  Thi;s,  my  Lords,  has  been  urged  with  all  the  Appear- 
ance of  Convi^on  and  Sincerity,  and  yet  has  been  urged  by 
thofe  who  are  providing  a  Shelter  for  the  moft  enormous  Vil- 
lanies,  and  enabling  Men  who  have  violated  ever}'  Precept 
of  Law  and  Virtue,  to  bid  Defiance  to  Juflice,  and  to  fit  at 
Eafe  in  the  Enjoyment  of  their  Acquifitions. 

'  And  what,  my  Lords,  is  the  Condition,  upon  which 
Wicked ttcfs  is  to  be  fet  free  from  Terror,  upon  which  na- 
tional Juftice  is  to  be  difarmed,  and  the  Betrayers  of  publick 
Counfels,  or  the  Plunderers  of  publick  Treafure,  qualified 
for  new  Trufts,  and  fet  on  a  Level  with  untainted  Fidelity  ? 
A  Condition,  my  Lords,  which  Wretches  like  thefe  will 
very  readily  accept,  the  eafy  Terms  of  Information  and  of 
Perjury.  They  are  required  only  to  give  Evidence  againfl 
a  Man  marked  out  for  Deflrudlion,  and  the  Guilt  of  par- 
taking in  his  Crimes  is  to  be  effaced  by  the  Merit  of  concur- 
ring in  his  Ruin. 

*  It  has  indeed  been  a  Method  of  Dete^lion,  frequently 
employed  againll  Houfebreakers  and  Highwaymen,  to  pro- 
claim a  Pardon  for  him  that  fhall  conviS  his  Accomplices  ; 
but  furely,  my  Lords,  this  Pradice  will  not  in  the  prefent 
Qucftion  be  mention'd  as  a  Precedent  ?  Surely  it  will  not  be 
thought  equitable  to  level  witli  Felons,  and  with  Thieves, 
a  Perfon  diflinguifhed  by  his  Rank,  his  Employments,  his 
Abilities,  and  his  Services  ;  a  Perfon  whofe  Loyalty  to  his 
Sovereign  has  never  been  called  in  Queflion,  and  whofe 
Fidelity  to  his  Country  has,  at  leaft,  never  been  difproved  ? 

'  Thefe  are  Meafures,  my  Lords,  which  I  hope  your 
Lordfhips  will  never  concur  to  promote ;  Meafures  not  fup- 
ported  either  by  Law  or  Juflicc,  or  enforced  by  any  Exi- 
gence of  Affairs,  but  diftated  by  Malice  and  Revenge;  Mea- 
fures by  which  the  Guilty  and  the  Innocent  may  be  de- 
flroycd  with  equal  Facility ;  and  which  mufl  therefore  tend 
to  encourage  Wickednefs  as  they  deflroy  the  Security  of 
Virtue.' 

The 
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Tfie  Eari  of  Chefltrfield  fpoke  to  the  Effea  following :       An.  15.  QecwM* 
'  My  Lords y  ^74> 

*  I  have  lb  long  honoured  the  Abilities,  and  (b  often  p*^'  .^^"^ 
eoncnrred  with  the  Opinion  of  the  noble  Lord  who  began  •'^"«™«Wt 
the  Debate,  that  I  cannot  without  unuCual  Concern,  rife  up 

now  to  (peak  in  Oppofition  to  him  ;  nor  could  any  other 
Principle  fopport  me  under  the  apparent  Diiadvantage  of 
a  Contefl  fb  unequal,  but  the  Conlciournefs  of  upright  In- 
tentions^ and  the  Concurrence  of  the  whole  Nation. 

*  I  cannot  but  confider  myfclf  on  this  Occafion,  my 
Lords,  as  the  Advocate  of  the  People  oi  Great  Britain^  who, 
after  continued  OpprefHons,  Lofles,  and  Indignities,  after 
having  been  plunder'd  and  ridicnrd,  harrafled  and  infulted, 
for  complaining,  have  at  length  flatter'd  themielves  that 
diey  fhonld  have  an  Oj^portunity  of  appealing  to  our  Bar 
for  Juffice,  and  of  fecurin^  themielves  U'om  future  Injuries, 
by  the  Punifhrnent  of  thoie  that  had  lb  long  triumphed  in 
their  Guilt,  proclaimed  their  Defiance  of  JulHce,  and  de* 
clared  that  the  Laws  were  made  only  for  their  own  Security. 

*  The  Expedations  of  the  People  have  been  (ruftrated 
by  the  nncxpeded  Obftinacy  of  the  Agents  of  Wickednefg, 
by  a  Plea  that  was  never  made  ufe  of  for  the  fame  Purpofe 
be&re,  againfl  which  the  known  Laws  of  the  Nation  have 
provided  no  Remedy,  and  which  your  Lordfhips  are,  there* 
fere,  now  called  upon  to  overthrow. 

'  That  the  Nation  calls  loudly  for  an  Enquiry,  that  the 
Miiapplication  of  the  publick  Treafure  is  univerfally  fuf* 
pedcd,  and  that  thePerlon  mentioned  in  the  Bill  is  believed 
to  be  the  chief  Author  of  that  Mifapplication  ;  that  at  leaft 
thoie  who  have  fbuandered  it  have  adted  by  his  Authority, 
and  been  admitted  to  Truft  by  his  Recommendation,  and 
that  he  is  therefore  accountable  to  the  Publick  for  their 
Condnd,  cannot  be  denied. 

*  The  Nation,  my  Lords,  has  a  Right  to  be  gratified  in 
their  Demands  of  an  Enquiry,  whatever  be  the  Foundation 
of  their  Sufpicions  ;  fince  it  is  manifeil  that  it  can  produce 
no  other  Etteds  than  thofe  of  giving  new  Luftre  to  Inno- 
cence, and  quieting  the  Clamours  of  the  People,  if  it  (hould 
be  found  that  the  Government  has  been  adminiftered  with 
Honefly  and  Ability  ;  and  it  is  no  lefs  evident  that  if  the 
general  Opinion  is  well  grounded,  if  our  Jnterefl  has  been 
betrayed,  and  that  Money  employed  only  to  corrupt  the 
Nation  which  was  raifed  for  the  Defence  of  it,  the  ievereft 
Puniihment  ought  to  be  infilled,  that  all  future  Minifters 
may  be  deterred  from  the  fame  Crimes  by  exemplary  Ven- 
geance* 

^Thus 
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.  15.  Cto,  n.     ^  Thus,  my  Lords,  an  Enquiry  appears  upon  every  Sup- 

'7^        poGtion  ufeful  and  neccflfary,  but  I  cannot  comprehend  how 

It  can  be  profecuted  by  any  other  Method,  than  that   of 

propofing  an  Indemnity  to  thofe  who  (hall  makeDifcoveries. 

*  Every  wicked  M^diire,  my  Lords,  muft  involve  in 
Guilt  all  who  are  engaged  in  it ;  and  how  eafily  it  may  be 
concealed  fh>m  every  other  Perfon  may  be  (hewn  by  an  Ex-^ 
ample  of  a  Crime,  which  no  Man  will  deny  to  have  fome- 
times  exifted,  and  which  in  the  Opinion  of  mofi  is  not  very 
uncommon  in  this  Age. 

'  It  will  be  allowed,  at  leaft  chat  on  (bme  Occaiions, 
when  a  Favourite  begins  to  totter,  when  (bong  Objedions 
are  railed  againd  the  Continuance  of  a  Standing  Army,  when 
•  Convention  requires  the  Ratilication  of  the  Legi(latare, 
or  fbme  fatal  Addrefs  is  propo(ed  to  be  prefented  to  the 
Grown,  a  pecuniary  Reward  may  fometimes  be  offered,  and 
(tho'  that,  indeed,  be  a  Suppofition  more  difficult  to  be  ad- 
mitted,) fometimes,  however  rarely,  accepted. 

^  In  this  Cafe,  my  Lords,  none  but  he  that  gives  and  he 
that  receives  the  Bribe  can  be  conicious  of  it ;  at  mod  we 
can  only  fuppo(e  an  intervening  Agent  to  have  any  Know- 
ledge 01  it,  and  if  even  he  is  admitted  to  the  Secret  k>  as  to 
be  able  to  make  a  legal  Difcover}',  there  muft  be  fome  De> 
fe£l  of  Cunning  in  the  Principals.  Let  us  conCder  from 
which  of  the(c  any  Difcovery  can  be  probably  expwfted,  or 
what  Reafbn  can  be  alledged,  for  which  either  (hould  rx- 
pofe  himfelf  to  Puniffunent  for  the  Sake  of  ruining  hii 
Affbciate. 

*^  It  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  plain  from  this  Inftance,  that 
without  the  Confeffion  of  fome  guilty  Perfon,  no  Di(covery 
can  be  made  of  thofe  Crimes  which  are  mod  detrimental  to 
otu*  Happinefs,  and  mod  dangerous  to  our  Liberties.  It  is 
apparent  that  no  Man  will  difcover  his  own  Guilt,  while 
there  remains  any  Danger  of  fuffering  by  his  Confeffion  ;  it 
is  certain  that  fuch  Crimes  will  be  committed,  if  they  arc 
not  difcouraged  by  the  Fear  of  Punidiment ;  and  it  cannot 
therefore  be  denied  that  a  Proclamation  of  Indemnity  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  their  Difcovery. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  is  not,  as  it4ias  been  alledged,  a  Me- 
thod unknown  to  our  Conditution,  as  every  Man  that  reads 
the  common  Papers  will  eafily  difcover.  I  doubt  if  there 
has  been  for  many  Years  a  dnglc  Month  in  which  fbmc 
Reward,  as  well  as  Indemnity,  has  not  been  promifed  to 
any  Man^  who,  having  been  engaged  in  a  Robery,  would 
difcover  his  Confederates  ;  and  furely  a  Method  that  is  daily 
pradifed  for  the  Security  of  private  Property,  may  be  very 
rationally  and  judly  adopted  by  tKeLegiflature  for  the  Pre- 

fervadon 


(    159    ) 
ienratioii  of  the  Happinefs  and  the  Property  of  the  Pablick.  An,  15.  Gf».  O, 

'  The  PoniflifDent  of  Wickcdnefi,  my  Lords^  is  undoubt-  jyj** 
edly  one  of  the  efleiitial  Parts  of  good  Government^  and  in  ^ 
realky  the  chief  Pmpofe  for  wiuch  Society  is  inftituted  ; 
for  bow  will  that  Society  in  which  any  Individaal  may  be 
plnnderedy  indaved^  and  murdered  without  Redrefs  and  with- 
out Pnniihmenty  differ  from  the  State  of  corrupt  Nature,  in 
which  the  Strongeft  muft  be  Abfolute,  and  Right  and  Power 
always  the  (ame. 

*  The  Confhtntion,  therefore,  which  has  not  provided 
for  the  PaniJhment,  and  previoufly  for  the  bifoovery  of 
Guilty  is  fo  far  in  a  State  of  Impenedion,  and  requires  to 
be  ftrcngthened  by  new  Proviiions.  This,  my  Lords,  is  &r 
firom  being  our  State  ;  for  we  have  in  our  Hands  a  Method 
of  detecting  the  mod  powerful  Criminals,  a  Method  in  itfelf 
agTeeabk  to  Reafon,  recommended  by  the  Practice  of  our 
l^redeceflbrs,  and  now  approved  once  more  by  the  Sanation 
of  one  of  the  Branches  or  the  Legiflature. 

'  The  Objediions  which  have  on  this  Occafion  been  made 
sgainft  it,  are  fudi  as  no  Law  can  efeape,  and  which  there* 
foie  can  have  no  Weight ;  and  it  is  no  fmall  ConfirmadoQ 
of  the  £xpediency  of  it,  that  they,  by  whom  it  has  been  op- 
pofedy  have  not  been  able  to  attack  it  with  (Ironger  Rea* 
fons  ;  from  which,  if  we  confider  their  Abilities,  we  fhall 
be  convinced,  that  nothing  has  fecnrcd  it  but  the  Power  of 
Truth. 

'  It  is  enouired  by  dse  noble  Lord,  how  we  fhall  difbn* 
gnKh  true  from  falfe  Evidence ;  to  which  it  may  be  very 
readily  anfwered,  that  we  (hall  diflinguilh  them  by  the  fame 
Means  as  on  any  other  Occafion,  by  comparing  the  Alle- 
gations, and  confidering  how  every  Witnefs  agrees  with 
others  and  with  himfelf>  how  far  his  Aflertions  are  in  them- 
ielves  probable,  how  they  are  confirmed  or  weakened  by 
known  Circumftances,  and  how  far  they  are  invalidated  by 
the  contrary  Evidence. 

*  Wc  fhall,  my  Lords,  if  we  add  our  Sanation  to  this 
I£ll,  difcover  when  any  Man's  Accufarion  is  prompted  by 
his  Interefl,  as  we  might  know  whether  it  was  didated  by 
his  Malice. 

'  It  has  been  afked  alfo,  how  any  Man  can  afcertain  his 
CLxioi  to  the  Indemnitv  ?  To  which  it  may  he  cafily  re- 
plied, that  by  giving  nis  Evidence  he  acquires  a  Right  till 
that  Evidence  fhall  be  proved  to  be  falfe. 

*  The  noble  Lorcl  who  fpoke  ferae  Time  ago,  and 
-;bofe  Abilities  and  Qualities  are  fhch  that  I  cannot  but 
rlbera  and  admire  him,  even  when  Convi^on  obliges  me 
to  oppok  Wm,  has  propofed  a  Cafe  in  which  he  fcems  to 

imagine 
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Aa«x5.G«o.  II  imagine  that  a  Mardcrer  might  iecure  himieif  from  Punlih- 
'74S*         ment)  by  connedting  his  Crime  \iritli  fbme  Tranfadtion  in 
^  which  the  Earl  oiOrford  ihould  be  interefted.     This  Cafe, 
my  JLords,  is  fuificiently  improbable,  nor  is  it  eafy  to  men- 
tion any  Method  of  Trial  in  which  fome  Inconvenience  may 
not  be  produced,  in  the  indefinite  Complications  of  Circum- 
ftanceS)  and  unforefeen  Relations  of  Events.     It  is  known  to 
have  happened  once,  and  cannot  be  known  not  to  have  hap- 
pened often,  that  a  Perfon  accufed  of  Murder,  was  tried  by 
a  Jury  of  which  the  real  Murderer  was  one.     Will  not  this 
then  be  an  Argument  againft  the  great  Privilege  of  the   >ia- 
tives  of  this  Kingdom,  A  Trial  by  their  Peers.  ? 

*  But,  my  Lords,  I  am  of  Opinion  that  the  Murderer 
would  not  be  indemnified  by  this  Bill,  fince  he  did  not 
commit  the  Crime  by  the  Diredion  of  die  Perfon  whom  he 
is  (iippofed  to  accufe ;  nor  would  it  have  any  neceflary  Con- 
nexion with  his  Conduct,  but  might  be  fupprefled  in  die  Ac- 
cufation,  without  any  Diminution  .of  the  Force  of  the  Evi- 
dence. A  Man  will  not  be  fufifered  to  introduce  his  Accufa- 
tion  with  an  Account  of  all  the  Villainies  of  his  whole  Life, 
but  will  be  required  to  confine  his  Teftimony  to  the  Affair 
upon  which  he  is  examined. 

'  The  Committee,  my  Lords,  will  didinguifh  between 
the  Crimes  perpetrated  by  the  Diredlion  of  the  Earl  of  Or* 
ford,  and  thofe  of  another  Kind.  And  (hould  an  enormous 
Criminal  give  fuch  Evidence^  as  the  noble  Lord  was  pleafed 
to  fuppoK,  he  may  be  indemnify'd  for  the  Bribery,  but 
will  be  hanged  for  the  Murder,  notwithftanding  any  Thing 
in  this  Bill  to  the  contrary . 

*  It  has  been  infifted  on  by  the  noble  Lords,  who  ha^rc 
(poke  againft  the  Bill,  that  no  Crime  is  proved,  and  there- 
fore there  is  no  Foundation  for  it.  But,  my  Lords,  I  have 
always  thought  that  the  Profufion  of  the  Publick  Money 
was  a  Crime,  and  there  is  evidently  a  very  large  Sum  expend- 
ed, of  which  no  Account  has  been  given  ;  and,  what  more 
nearly  relates  to  the  prefent  Queftion,  of  which  no  Account 
has  ever  been  demanded. 

'  On  this  Occafion,  my  Lords,  an  Aflertion  has  been  al- 
ledg'd,  which  no  perfonal  Regard  (hall  ever  prevail  upon  me 
to  hear  without  difputing  it,  fince  I  think  it  is  of  the  mofl 
dangerous  Tendency,  and  unfupported  by  Reafon,  or  by 
Law.  It  is  aliedged,  my  Lords,  that  the  Civil  Lift  is  not  to 
be  confidered  as  Publick  Money,  and  that  the  Nation  has 
therefore  no  Claim  to  enquire  how  it  is  diftributed  ;  that  it  is 
given  to  fupport  the  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  that  onl  y 
his  Majefty  can  afk  die  Reafon  of  any  Failures-  in  the  Ac  - 
counts  of  it. 

'  T 
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'  I  have,  on  the  Contrary,  my  Lords,  hitherto  iinderftood,  An.  i  c  Geo  II- 

that  all  was  publick  Money  which  was  given  by  the  Pablick.  jl^ 

The  prefcnt  Condition  of  the  Crown  is  very  dilVerent  from 
t!ut  of  our  antient  Monarchs,  who  fupported  their  Dignity 
by  their  own  fUbtes.  I  admit,  my  Lords,  that  they  might 
at  Pleafure,  contract  or  enlarge  their  Expences,  mortgage 
or  alienate  the  Lands,  or  beftow  Preicnts  and  Pcafions  with- 
out Controul. 

*  It  is  indeed  cxprcUed  in  the  Ait,  that  the  Grants  of  the 
Ci\:l  Lift  are  without  Account,  by  which  I  have  hitherto 
i^nJerltood  only  that  theSum  total  isextempt  from  Account ; 
n3t  that  the  Miniftcrs  have  a  KJght  to  employ  the  Civil  Lift 
tJ  fu:h  Purpofcs  as  tlicy  fliall  think  moft  conducive  to  their 
ffivite  Views.  For  if  it  Ihould  be  granted,  not  only  that 
tiie  Nation  has  a  Right  to  know  how  the  w/^o/e  is  expcn- 
^td,  which  is  the  utnioft  that  can  be  allowed  ;  or  to  direft 
the  Application  of  any  Part  of  it,  which  is  very  difputable  ; 
}  ft  it  certainly  has  a  Claim  to  dired  in  what  Manner  it  (hall 
-/  be  applied,  and  to  provide  that  Boroughs  (hall  not  be 
•'erupted  under  Pretence  of  promoting  the  Dignity  of  the 

*  The  Corruption  of  Boroughs,  my  Lords,  is  one  of  the 
greateft  Crimes  of  which  any  Man  under  our  Conftitiition  is 
capable  of;  it  is  tocornipt  at  once  the  Fountain  and  the  Ttream 
0^ Government ;  to  poifon  the  wholeNation  at  once;  and  to 
niAc  the  People  wicked,  that  they  may  fill*  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  with  wicked  Reprefcntatives. 

*  Such,  my  Lords,  are  die  Crimes,  the  Sufpicion  of  which 
incited  the  Commons  to  a  publick  Enquiry  ;  in  which  they 
hive  been  able  to  proceed  (b  far,  as  to  prove  that  the  Pub- 
^:ck  Difcontent  was  not  without  Caufe,  and  that  fuch  Arts 
I'ld  been  pradtifed,  as  it  is  ablblutely  necelTary,  to  the  pub- 
lick Security,  to  detcd  and  punilh. 

*  They  therefore  purfucd  their  Examination,  with,  a  Dc- 
gre?  of  Ardour  proportioned  to  the  Importance  of  the  Dan^ 
gw  in  which  every  IVf  an  is  involved,  by  the  Violation  of  the 
f  andamental  Laws  of  theConftitution  ;  but  they  found  them- 
fdvesobftruiaed  by  the  Subtilty  of  fome  who  confcflcd  only 
that  tliey  were  guilty,  and  dctetmined  to  be  faithful  to  their 
Accomplices  and  themfelves. 

'  A  farther  Enquiry,  my  Lords,  was  by  this  unforefeen 
-vafion,  made  impofTible  ;  the  ultimate  and  principal  Agent 
is  iheltcr'd  from  the  Law  by  his  Guar  J  of  Mercenaries  : 
Wretches  who  are  contented  to  be  infamous,  if  they  can 
continue  to  be  rich  ;  and  value  themfelves  on  their  Adherence 
to  their  Maftcr,  while  they  are  conipirijag  to  ruin  their 
Country. 
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AA.t5.Ge0.  IJ.  *  The  Nation^  my  Lords^  in  the  mean  time,  juftly  ap- 
»74i«  plies  for  Redrefs  to  the  Power  of  the  Legidature,  and  to 
^^'^  Its  Wifdora  for  Methods  of  procuring  it  by  Law.  The  Com- 
mons have  complied  with  their  Importunities,  and  propofe  to 
your  Lordfhips  the  Bill  before  you  ;  a  Bill  for  making  a  pub- 
It  ck  Enquiry  poffible,  and  for  bringing  a  MiniHer  within 
Reach  of  the  Law. 

'  On  this  Occifion,  my  Lords,  we  are  upbraided  with 
our  own  Declarations,  that  the  Perfon,  mentioned  in  this 
Bill  would  quickly  find  Accu(ers,  when  he  fhould  be  divedeJ 
of  his  Authority.  Behold  him  now,  fay  his  Advocates,  re- 
duced from  his  envied  Eminence,  and  placed  on  a  Level 
with  his  Fellow-Subjeds  J  Behold  him  no  longer  the  Diftribu- 
tcr  of  Employments,  or  the  Difburier  of  the  publick  Trea- 
fure  !  See  nim  divefted  of  all  Security,  but  that  of  Innocence, 
and  yet  no  Accufations  are  produced  ! 

^  This,  my  Lords,  is  a  Topic  fo  fruitful  of  Panegyrick, 
and  fo  happily  adapted  to  the  Imagination  of  a  Perfon  long 
nicd  to  celebrate  the  Wifdomand  Integrity  of  Minifters,  that 
were  not  the  preient  Queftion  of  too  great  Importance  to  ad- 
mit of  falfe  ConcefTions,  I  fhould  fuffcr  it  to  remain  without 
Controverfy. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  this  is  no  Time  for  criminal  Indulgence  ; 
and,  therefore,  I  ihall  annihilate  this  fhort-lived  Triumph, 
by  obferving,  that  to  be  out  of  Place,  is  not  neceffarily  to  be 
out  of  Power  ;  a  Minifter  may  retain  his  Influence,  who  has 
refigncd  his  Employments  ;  he  maylHll  retain  the  Favour  of 
his  Prince,  and  poflefs  him  with  a  falfe  Opinion,  that  he 
cannot  fccure  his  Authority  hut  by  protecting  him  ;  or,  what 
there  is  equal  Reafon  to  fufped,  his  Succeilbrs  may  be  afraid 
of  concurring  in  a  Law  which  may  hereafter  be  revived  a- 
gainft  themfejves. 

*  It  may  be  urged  farther,  my  Lords,  that  he  cannot 
with  great  Propriety  be  faid  to  have  no  Power,  who  lees 
the  Lcgiflature  crowded  with  Men  that  are  indebted  to  his 
Favour  for  their  Rank  and  their  Fortunes. 

*  Such  a  Man  may  bid  Defiance  to  Enquiry,  with  Con- 
fidence produced  by  aSecurity  very  different  from  that  of  In- 
nocence ;  he  may  depend  upon  the  Secrecy  of  thofe  whom 
he  has  perliaps  chofen  for  no  other  \'irtue  j  he  may  know 
that  common  Danger  will  unite  them  to  him,  and  that  they 
cannot  abandon  him  without  expofing  themfclves  to  the  fame 
Cenfures. 

*  Thefe  Securities,  my  Lords,  the  Fortifications  of  the 
laft  Retreat  of  VVickcdners,  remain  now  to  be  broken,  and 
the  Nation  expe(fts  its  Fate  from  our  Determinations  ;  which 
will  cither  fccure  the  Eibcrtics  of  our  Poftcrity  from  Viofa- 

tion 
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tlon,  by  fliemng  that  no  Degree  of  Power  can  (helter  thofe  Ai.  15.  Geo,lZ. 
who  (hall  invade  them,  or  that  our  CoiiAitution  is  arrived  at        '74»' 
its  Period,  and  that  all  Struggles  for  its  Continuance  will  be    ^  ■"«"■  w 
vain. 

*  Let  us  not,  my  Lords,  combine  with  the  publick  Ene^ 
mies;  let  us  not  give  the  Nation  Reafon  to  believe,  that  this 
Houfeis  inkAcd  with  the  Contagion  of  Venality  ;  that  our 
Honoar  is  become  on  empty  Name  ;  and  that  the  Examples 
of  oar  Ancefters  have  no  other  Effe6t  upon  us  than  to  raife 
the  Price  of  Perfidy,  and  enable  us  to  lell  our  Country  at  a 
iiighcr  Rate. 

*  Let  us  remember,  my  Lords,  that  Power  Is  fupported 
t>y  Opinion  ;  and  that  the  Reverence  of  the  Publick  cannot 
t  prcfcrvcd,  but  by  Juftice. 

*  For  this  Reafon,  I  am  far  from  granting,  that  we  ought 
to  be  caotions  of  charging  thofe  with  Crimes,  who  have  the 
Honour  of  a  Seat  amongu  us.  In  my  Opinion,  my  Lords^ 
wonght  to  be  watchfiil  againft  the  leaft  Sufpicion  of  Wick- 
«ine6  in  our  owi\  Body  ;  we  ought  to  cjeft  Polution  from 
oor  Walls,  and  prcferve  that  Power,  for  which  fome  appear 
b  anxious,  by  keeping  our  Reputation  pure  and  untainted. 

'  It  is  therefore,  to  little  Purpofe,  objeded,  that  there  is 
^oCorfusDeii^fi  f  for  even,  though  it  were  true,  yet  while 
^^'iizCorpus  Su/piciomSf  an  Enquiry  ought  to  be  made  for 
oor  own  Honoar,  nor  can  either  Law  or  Reafon  be  pleaded 
^inft  it. 

'  I  cannot  therefore  doubt,  that  your  Lordfhips  will  en- 
^voar  to  do  Juftice ;  that  you  will  facilitate  the  Production 
of  oral  Evidence,  left  all  written  Proofs  fhould  be  dcflroy'd ) 
tiit  you  will  not  defpife  the  united  Petition  of  the  whole 
i^copic,  of  which  I  nread  the  Confequence  ;  nor  rejed  the 
only  Expedient  by  which  their  Fears  may  be  diiGpated,  and 
^rHappioefs  iecured.' 

*  The  Lord  Hardwick  (poke  next  in  the  following  Manner  2 

My  Lords  f  Lofd  Hfldwid:* 

^  After  having,  with  an  Attention  uninterrupted  by  any 
^^gn  Coniidcrations,  and  a  Mind  intent  only  on  the  Dif« 
covcry  of  Truth,  examined  every  Argument  which  has  been 
crgcd  on  either  Side  ;  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  declare,  that 
I  bave  yet  difcovered  no  Reafon  which,  in  my  Opinion, 
CQgbt  to  prevail  upon  us  to  ratify  the  Bill  that  is  now  be- 
fore us. 
'  The  noble  Lords  who  have  defended  it,  appear  to  rea- 

•  J51  more  upon  Maxims  of  Policy   than  Rules  of  Law,   or 
Principles  of  JufUce ;  and  feem  to  imagine,  that  if  they  can 

L  2  prove 

•  Lord  Kifh  Chancellor  of  Great- Britaia. 
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Gee*  II.  prove  it  tO  be  expedient,  it  is  not  ncceflary  to  fliew  that  it 
is  equitable. 

'  How  ferj  my  Lords,  they  have  fucceeded  in  that  Argu- 
ment which  they  have  mo:t  laboured,  I  think  it  notneceUary 
to  examine  ;  becaufe  I  have  hitherto  accounted  it  an  incon- 
teftable  Maxim,  that  whenever  Intereft  and  Virtue  arc  in 
Competition,  Virtue  is  always  to  be  preferrM. 

*  The  noble  Lord,  who  fpokcfirftinthis  Debate,  has  pro- 
ved the  Unreafonablenefs  and  illegality  of  the  Methods  pro- 
posed in  this  Bill,  beyond  the  Poffibility  of  Confutation  :  He 
has  (hewn  that  they  are  inconfiltcnt  with  the  Law,  and  that 
the  Law  is  founded  upon  Kcafon  :  He  has  pfoved,  that  the 
Bill  fuppofes  a  Criminal  previous  to  the  Crime,  fummons  the 
Man  to  a  Trial,  and  then  enquires  for  what  Offence. 

*  Nor  has  he/  my  Lords,  confined  himfclf  to  a  Detection 
pftlie  original  Defed,  the  Uncertainty  of  any  Crime  com- 
mitted, but  has  proceeded  to  prove,  that  upon  whatevt^r 
Suppofition  we  proceed,  the  Bill  is  unequitable,  and  of  no 
other  Tendency  than  to  multiply  Grievances,  and  eilablilli 
a  Precedent  of  Oppreflion. 

*  For  this  Purpofe  he  has  fhewn,  that  no  Evidence  can 
be  procured  by  this  Bill ;  becaafe  all  thofe  who  (hall,  upon 
the  Encouragement  propofed  in  it,  offer  Information,  muft 
be  confider*d  as  hired  Witnelles,  to  whom  no  Cre^Ut  can  be 
given,  and  who  therefore  ought  not  to  be  heard. 

*  His  Lordfhip  alfo  proved,  that  we  cannot  pafs  tliis  Bill 
without  diminifhing  our  Right,  beftowing  new  Powers  upon 
the  Commons,  coniirming  fome  of  their  Claims  which  arc 
moft  dubious,   nor,  by  Coiifequence,  without  violating  the 

,  iConftitution. 

'  To  all  thefe  Arguments,  Arguments  drawn  from  the 
moft  important  Confiderations,inforced  by  the  ftrongeft  Rea- 
foning,  and  explained  with  tlie  utmoft  Perfpicnit}',  what  has 
been  reply'd  ?  How  have  any  of  his  AlTertions  been  invalida- 
ted, or  any  of  his  Rcafons  eluded  ?  How  has  it  been  (hewn 
that  there  is  any  Foundation  for  a  criminal  Charge,  that 
WitneiTes  thus  procured  ought  to  be  heard,  or  that  our 
Rights  would  not  be  made  difputable  by  confirming  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Commons  ? 

*  It  has  been  anfwered  by  a  noble  Lord,  that  tho'  there 
is  not  Corpus  Deli^fiy  there  is  Corpus  Su/pichnis.  What  may 
be  the  Force  of  this  Argument  I  cannot  fay,  becaufe  I  am  not 
aftiamed  to  own,  that  I  do  not  unJerftand  the  Meaning  of 
the  Words.  I  very  well  undcrftand  what  is  meant  by  Corpus 
DeH£i'iy  andfo  does  every  otherLord ;  it  is univerfally  known 
to  mean  the  Body  of  an  Offence ;  bat  as  to  the  Words  Corpus 
Su/pichnis,  I  do  not  comprehend  what  they  mean  :  It  is  an 

ExprcG- 
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Expreflion  indeed  which  I  never  before  heard^  and  caii  figni- An/is-  Geo.  0« 
fy,  in  my  Apprchenlion,  nothing  more  than  the  Body  of  a        '74»« 
Hhadofw,  the  Subftance  of  (bmething  which  is  itfeif  >sothing.  U^OT'VJ 

'  Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  Principle  of  this  iJill,  by  tlie 
ConfefTion  of  its  warraell  and  atlell  Advocates  ;  it  is  a  Bill 
for  fummoning  a  Peribn  to  a  Trial,  againll  v/h#n  no  Crime 
is  alledged,  and  againll  whom  no  Witncfs  will  appear  with- 
out a  Bribe. 

*  For  that  thole  who  Ihonld  appear  in  confequcnce  of  this 
Bill  to  offer  their  Evidence,  ought  to  beconiidcredasbrib'd, 
will  forcly  need  no  Proof  to  thofe  who  confidt-r,  that  Bribes 
are  not  confined  to  Money  ;  and  that  every  Man  who  pro- 
motes his  own  Intereft  by  his  Depolition,  is  fwearing,  not 
for  Truth  and  JuiHce,  but  for  himfclf. 

*  It  may  be  urged,  and  it  is,  in  my  Opinion,  all  that  the 
nioft  fruitfuJ  Imagination  can  fuggeft  in  Favour  of  this  Bill, 
that  they  are  not  required  toaccufe  the  Earl  oi  Or/only  but 
to  give'in  their  Evidence  concerning  his  Condudt,  whether 
in  his  Favour,  or  againft  him. 

'  But  this  Argujncnt,  my  Lords,  however  fpecious  it  may 
fcciDj  will  vanifh  of  itfeif,  if  the  Bill  be  diligently  confidered  ; 
which  is  only  to  confer  Indemnity  on  thofc  who  inthe  Courlc 
of  their  Evidence  (hall  difcover  any  of  their  own  Crimes;  on  f 

thofe  whofe  Teftimony  ihall  tend  to  ^  fome  Charge  of 
Wickednefs  on  the  Earl  of  Or  ford  ;  for  it  cannot  eafily  be 
imagined  how  thole,  who  appear  in  his  Favour,   fliould  be  d    ^  V 

andera  Neceffity  of  revealing  any  Adtions,  Tn^'tt.CfuX^M^As^jrA^t^AMf 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears  that  the  Bill  can  produce  i/C 
no  other  Effed  than  that  of  multiplying  Accufations ;  fincc 

it  offers  Rewards  only  to  thofe  who  are  luppos*d  to  have  en- 
gaged in  unjuilifiable  Pradlices  ;  and  to  procure  Witnclfcs  by 
this  Method,  is  equally  unjuft  as  to  propofe  a  publick  Prize 
to  be  obtained  by  Iwearing  againft  any  of  your  Lordlhips. 

*  IfWitnefles  are  to  be  purchafed,  we  ought  at  leaft  to 
offer  an  equal  Price  on  each  Side  ;  that  tho'  they  may  be  in- 
dnced  by  the  Reward  to  offer  their  Depofitions,  they  may 

not  be  tempted  to  accufe  rather  than  jullify.  ' 

^  Should  any  private  Man,  my  Lords,  offer  a  Reward  to 
«iy  that  would  give  Evidence  againlt  another,  without  fpe- 
diying  the  Crime  of  which  he  is  accufed,  doubtlefs  he  would 
k  conHdered  by  the  Laws  of  this  Nation,  as  a  Violator 
of  the  Rights  of  Society,  an  open  Slanderer,  and  a  Diilur- 
^r  of  Mankind  ;  and  would  immediately,  by  an  Indi(fhncnt 
or  Information,  be  obliged  to  make  Satisfadtion  to  the  Com- 
munity which  he  had  offended^  or  to  the  Ferfon  whom  he 
lad  mjured. 

L  3  Mt 
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An.  15.  Geo.  11.  ^  It  has,  my  Lords,  I  own,  been  afTerted  by  the  noble 
'74»-  Duke,  that  the  Publick  has  a  Right  to  every  Man's  Evi- 
'  dcn.e  ;  aMaxim  which  in  its  proper  Senfe  cannot  be  denied  : 
For  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  the  Publick  has  a  Right  to 
all  the  AflUbnce  of  every  Individual  ;  but  it  is,  my  Lords, 
upon  fuch  Iferms  a»  have  been  eftablifhed  for  the  general 
Advantage  of  all ;  on  fuch  Terms  as  the  Majority  of  each 
Society  has  prefcribcd.  But,  my  Lords,  the  Majority  of  a 
Society,  which  is  the  true  Definition  of  the  Publick^  arc 
ccjually  obliged  with  the  fmaller  Number,  or  with  Indivi- 
duals, to  the  Obiervation  of  Juflice,  and  cannot  therefore 
prcfcribe  to  different  Individuals  different  Conditions.  They 
cannot  decree  that  Treatment  to  be  juft  with  regard  to  one, 
which  they  allow  to  be  cruel  with  rcfpedl  to  another.  The 
Claims  of  the  Publick  are  founded,  firft  upon  Right,  which 
is  invariable,  and  next  upon  the  Law  ;  which  tfio'  mutable 
in  its  own  Nature,  is  however  to  be  fo  far  fixed,  as  that  every 
Man  may  know  his  own  Condition,  his  own  Property,  and 
his  own  Privileges,  or  it  ceafcs  in  KfFcd  to  be  Law  ;  it  ceafes 
to  be  the  Rule  of  Government,  or  theMeafureof  Condurt. 

*  In  the  prefent  Cafe,  my  Lords,  the  Publick  has  not  a 
Right  to  hire  Evidence ;  becaufc  the  Publick  has  hitherto 
fubfifted  upon  this  Condition,  among  others,  that  no  Man 
fliail  fwear  in  his  own  Caufe.  The  Publick  has  not  a  Right 
to  require  from  any  Man  that  he  (hould  betray  himfelf,  be- 
caufc every  Man  may  plead  that  he  is  exempted  from  that 
Demand  by  the  publick  Faith. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  the  Right  of  the  Publick  is  only  tliat 
Right  which  the  Publick  has  eftablifhcd  by  Law,  and  con- 
firmed by  continual  Claims  ;  nor  is  the  Claim  of  the  Publick 
from  Individuals  to  be  extended  beyond  its  known  Bounds, 
except  in  Times  of  general  Diftrefs,  where  a  few  mud  ne- 
cc/rurily  fuffer  for  tlie  Prefervation  of  the  reft. 

*  'i'iiis  NecclEty  is  indeed  now  urged,  but  furcly  it  ought 
to  be  fliewn,  that  the  prefent  Circnmftances  of  Aifairs  diSer 
from  thofe  of  any  former  Age,  before  it  can  with  any  Pro- 
priety be  aflcrtcd,  that  MeaTurcs  are  now*  neceflary,  which 
no  other  Diftrelfcs  however  urgent,  or  Provocations  how- 
ever Hngrant,have  hitherto  produced.  It  ought  to  be  proved, 
that  Wickedncfs  had  diicovercd  fome  new  Shelter  from  Ju- 
ftice,  before  new  Engines  are  invented  to  force  it  from  its 
Retreat,  and  new  Powers  applied  to  drag  it  out  to  Punifh- 
mcnt. 

*  The  Nation  has  fubfifted,  my  Lords,  fo  many  Centu- 
ries ;  has  often  recovered  from  the  lingering  Difeafc  of  in- 
w^vd  Corruption,  and  repelled  the  Shocks  of  outward  Vio- 
lence ;  it  has  often  been  endangered  by  corrupt  Counfcls  and 
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vlcked  Machinations,   and  furmounted  them  by  the  Force  An.  15.  Geo.  TL 
of  its  efiabliHi'd  Laws^  without  the  Adiftance  of  temporary       _^74a* 
Expedients  ;  at   leall  without  Expedients  like  this,  which  ^ 
neither  Law  nor  JuiHce  can  fupport,  and  which  would  in 
itfelf  be  a  more  real  Grievance  than  thofe,  if  they  were  real, 
which  it  is  intended  to  punifh ;  and  might  produce  far  greater 
Evils  than  thofe  which  arc  imputed  to  him,   againft  whom 
it  is  projedled. 

'  It  has  indeed,  my  Lords,  been  mentioned  by  a  noble 
Lord,  in  much  (bftcr  Language,  as  a  Method  only  of  making 
an  Enquiry  pofEble.  The  Poflihility  of  an  Enquiry,  my  Lords, 
is  a  very  remote  and  inofFenfive  Idea  ;  but  Names  will  not 
change  the  Nature  of  the  Things  to  which  they  are  applied. 
The  Bill  is,  in  my  Opinion,  calculated  to  make  a  Defence 
impo/libie,  to  deprive  Innocence  of  its  Guard,  and  to  let 
loofe  Oppreilion  and  Perjury  upon  th^  World.  It  is  a  Bill 
to  dazzle  the  Wicked  with  a  Profpedl  of  Security,  and  to 
incite  them  to  purchafe  an  Indemnity  for  one  Crime  by  the 
Perpetration  of  another.  It  is  a  Bill  to  confound  the  No- 
tions of  Right  and  Wrong,  to  violate  the  Effence  of  our 
Conffitution,  and  to  leave  us  without  any  certain  Security 
for  our  Properties  or  Rule  for  our  Actions. 

*  Nor  are  the  particular  Par.ts  lefs  defeftive  than  the  ge- 
neral Foondation  ;  for  it  is  full  of  ambiguous  Promiies,  vague 
Ideas,  and  indeterminate  Expreflions,  of  which  fomc  have 
been  already  particularifed  oy  the  noble  Lords  that  have 
fpoke  on  diis  Occafion,  whofe  Obfervations  I  (hall  not  re* 
peat  nor  endeavoar  to  improve ;  but  cannot  forbear  propo- 
fing  to  the  Advocates  for  the  Bill  one  Sentence,  that  it  may 
be  explained  by  them,  and  that  at  leaft  we  may  not  pais 
what  we  do  not  nnderftand. 

*  In  the  Enquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  the  Earl  of  Orford^ 
every  Man,  as  we  have  already  feen,  is  invited  to  bring  his 
Evidence,  and  to  procure  an  Indemnity,  by  anfwering  fuch 
(^eCHons  as  (hall  be  aiked,  touching  or  concerning  the  (aid 
Enquiry,  or  relative  thereto.  What  is  to  be  underftood  by 
this  laft  Sentence  I  would  willingly  be  infoi-med,  I  would 
hear  how  £u-  the  Relation  to  the  Enquiry  is  de(ign*d  to  be 
extended,  with  what  other  Enquiries  it  Is  to  be  complicated^^ 
and  where  the  Chain  of  Interrogatories  is  to  have  an  End. 

*  When  an  Evidence  appears  before  the  Committee,  how 
can  he  be  certain  that  the  Quedlons  afked  are  Relative  to 
the  Enquiry  ?  How  can  he  be  certain  that  they  are  fuch  as 
he  may  procure  an  Indemnity  by  re(blving  r  Or  whether 
they  arc  not  unconne^ed  with  the  principal  Queftion,  and 
therefore  inlidious  and  dangerous  ?  And  to  what^ower  mn(l 
tc  appeal,  if  he  lliould  W  profccutcd  afterguards  upon  hit; 
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An.  15.  Ceo.  H.ovn  Confeflion,  on  Pretence  that  it  was  not  relative  to  tbe 
i7+»-         Enquiry  ? 
^-'"■V**^      *  Expreffions  like  thefe,  my  Lords,  if  they  are  not  the 
EfTcAs  of  Hurry  or  Malice,  mull  be  intended  to  veft  the 
Committee  with  abfolute  Authority,  with  the  Award    of 
Life  and  Death,  by  leaving  to  them  the  Liberty  to  explain 
the  Statute  at  their  own  Pieafure,  to  contradl  or  enlarge  the 
Relation  to  the  Controverfy,  to  enquire  without  Bounds,  and 
Judge  without  Controul. 

*  '1  hus,  my  Lords,  I  have  laid  before  you  my  Opinion  of 
this  Bill  witliout  any  partial  Regard  ;  without  exaggerating 
the  ill  Confequences  that  may  be  feared  from  it,  or  endea- 
vouring to  elude  any  Reafoning  by  which  it  has  been  defended. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  purfiie  the  Arguments  of  tlie  noble 
Lord  who  fpokefirft;  and  to  (hew  that  it  is  founded  upon falfc 
Notions  of  criminal  Juftice,  that  it  propofes  irrational  and  il- 

''•        legal  iMethod  s  of  Trial,  that  it  will  produce  Confequences  fatal 
to  our  Conditntion,  and  eftablifh  a  Precedent  of  Opprcffion. 

*  I  have  endeavoured,  in  examining  the  Arguments  by 
which  the  Hill  has  been  defended,  to  fhew  that  the  Rights 
of  the  Publick.  are  afcertained,  and  that  the  Power  of  the 
Majority  is  to  be  limited  by  moral  Confiderations  ;  and  to 
prove,  in  difcuifmg  its  particular  Parts,  that  it  is  inaccurate, 
indeterminate,  and  unintelligible. 

*  "What  Effcdts  my  Enquiry  may  have  had  upon  your 
Lorditiips,  your  (elves  only ' can  tell;  for  my  Part,  the  Ne- 
ccflity  of  dwelling  fo  long  upon  the  Queltion  has  added  new 
Streni^th  to  my  Convidlion  ;  and  fo  clearly  do  I  now  fee  the 
Danger  and  Injnftice  of  a  Law  like  this,  that  tho*  I  do 
not  imagine  myfelf  endued  with  any  peculiar  Degree  of 
Heroifm,  I  believe,  that  if  I  were  condemned  to  a  Choice 
io  dirip^iceable,  I  fhould  more  willingly  futfer  by  fuch  a 
Bill  pafs'd  in  my  own  Cafe,  than  conlent  to  pafs  it  in  that 
of  another.* 

To  this  the  Duke  o(  Argyle  reply'd  : 
D.  of  Argyle.  My  Lordsj 

'  I  am  not  yet  able  to  difcover  that  the  I^Ill  now  before 
us  is  either  illegal  or  abfurd,  that  its  Interpretation  is  doubt- 
ful, or  its  probable  Confequences  dangerous. 

•  The  indilputahle  Maxim,  that  the  Publick  has  a  Right 
to  cv'jry  Man's  Evidence,  has  been  explain  *d  away  with 
m.ich  Labo\ir,  and  with  more  Art,  than  a  good  Caule  caa 
often  require.  We  have  been  toK!  of  publick  Contrafts,  of 
.the  Riqhts  of  Society  with  Rei^ard  to  Inviduals,  and  the 
Privileges  of  Inviduals  with  refpedt  to  Society  ;  we  have 
had  one  Termoppofed  to  another  only  to  amufe  our  Atten- 
tion ; 
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t\on  ;  and  Law,  Reafon,  and  Sophiftnr  have  been   mingled  ad.  15.  Geo.  If. 
till  Common  Senfe  was  loft  in  the  Cohiiion.  174a. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  it  is  eafy  to  difentanglc  all  this  Per- 
plexity of  Ideas,  and  to  fet  Truth  free  from  the  Shackles 
of  Sophiftry,  by  obferving  that  it  is,  in  all  civilized  Nations 
ofthc  World,  one  of  the  firft  Principles  of  tlie  Conftitution, 
that  the  Publick  has  a  Right,  alway  refcivcd,  of  having 
Reconrfe  to  extraordinary  Methods  of  proceeding,  when  the 
Happincfs  of  the  Conmiunity  appears  not  fuificiently  fecured 
by  the  known  Laws. 

'  Laws  may,  by  thofe  who  have  made  the  Study  and  Ex- 
planation of  them  the  Employment  of  their  Lives,  be  efteem*d 
as  the  great  Standard  of  Right,  they  may  be  habitually  re- 
verenced, and  confidered  as  facred  in  their  own  Nature, 
without  Regard  to  the  End  which  they  are  deilgned  to 
produce. 

'  But  others,  my  Lords,  whofe  Minds  operate  without 
aay  Impediment  from  Education,  will  eafily  difcover,  that 
Laws  are  to  be  regarded  only  for  their  Ufe  ;  that  the  Power 
which  made  them  only  for  the  Publick  Advantage,  ought  to 
alter  or  annul  them,  when  they  are  no  longer  lerviceable, 
or  when  they  obftrudl  thofe  EfFefts  which  they  were  intended 
to  promote. 

*  I  will  therefore,  my  Lords,  ftill  alTert,  That  the  Pub- 
lick has  a  Right  to  every  Man's  Evidence  ;  and  that  to  re- 
jcdany  Bill  which  can  have  no  other  Confequence  than 
that  of  enabling  the  Nation  to  afTcrt  its  Claim,  to  reconcile 
onePrindpleofLaw  with  another,  and  to  deprive  Villany 
of  an  Evauon  which  may  always  be  ufed,  is  to  deny  Jultice 
to  an  oppreiled  People,  and  to  concur  in  the  Ruin  of  our 
Country. 

'  And  fiirther,  my  Lords,  I  confidently  affirm  it  has  not 
been  proved,  that  this  Bill  can  endanger  any  but  the  Guilty  ; 
nor  has  it  been  (hewn  that  it  is  drawn  up  for  any  other  Pur- 
pofe  than  that  which  the  noble  Lord  mentioned,  of  hinder- 
ing an  Enquiry  from  being  impoffible  ;  it  may  therefore 
jaftly  be  required  from  thofe  who  affedt,  on  this  Occaflon, 
fo  much  Tcndemcfs  for  Liberty,  fo  many  Sufpicions  of  re- 
mote Defigns,  and  fo  much  Zeal  for  our  Conflitution,  to 
demonfbate,  that  either  an  Enquiry  maybe  carried  on  by 
other  Means,  or  that  an  Enquiry  is  in  itfelf  fupcrfluous  or 
improper. 

'  Tho*  none  of  thofe  who  have  fpoken  againft  the  Bill 
have  been  i»dllinff  to  expofe  themfelves  to  univerfal  Indig- 
nation, by  decbring  that  they  would  gladly  obftni(5t  the 
Progrels  of  the  Enquiry,  that  they  defigned  to  throw  a  Mift 
over  the  publick  Affairs^  and  to  conceal  from  the  People 
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iU.is.  Geo.  11.  the  Gaufcs  of  their  Mifery  ;  and  tho'  I  have  no  Right  to 
174^        charge  thofe  who  differ  from  me  in  Opinion  with  Intentions, 

^^^V**'  which,  as  tliey  do  not  avow  tliem,  cannot  be  proved  ;  diis 
however  I  will  not  fearto  afhrm,  that  thofe  who  arc  for 
rcjefiing  this  Method  of  Enquiry,  would  confult  thdr  Ho- 
nour by  propoUng  fome  other  equally  efficacious  5  left  it 
fliould  be  thought  by  fuch  as  have  not  any  Opportunities  of 
knowing  their  Superiority  to  Temptations,  that  they  arc  in- 
fluenced by  fome  Motives  which  they  arc  not  willing  to 
own,  and  that  they  are,  in  fecret,  Enemies  to  the  Enquiry, 
tho',  in  publick,  they  only  condemn  the  Method  of  pur- 
fuing  it. 

The  Vukc  of  N^wctjfilc  *fpokenext. 
t>.  rf  Newcaftlc.  My  Lords, 

*  The  Arguments  which  have  been  produced  in  Defence 
of  the  Bill  before  us,  however  thofe  who  offer  them  may  be 
influenced  by  them,  have  made,  hitherto,  very  little  Im- 
preffion  upon  me.  My  Opinion  of  the  In?propriety  and  Il- 
legality of  this  new  Method  of  Profecation  ftill  continues 
the  fame  ;  nor  can  it  be  expeifted  that  I  (hould  alter  it, 
till  thofe  Reafons  have  been  anfwer'd  which  have  been  offer *d 
by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  firft  in  the  Debate. 

'  The  Advocates  for  the  Bill  feem  indeed  confcious  of 
the  Infuificiency  of  their  Arguments,  and  have  therefore 
added  Motives  of  another  Kind  ;  thefe  have  informed  us, 
that  our  Power  fubfifts  upon  our  Reputation,  and  that 
our  Reputation  can  only  be  perfervca  by  concurring  in 
the  Meafures  recommended  by  the  Commons ;  they  have 
infinuated  to  us,  that  he  who  obftnufts  this  Bill,  will  be 
thought  defirous  to  obftrudt  the  Enquiry,  to  confpire  the 
Ruin  of  his  Country,  and  to  a£lin  Confederacy  with  publick 
Robbers. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  whether  the  Nation  is  really  cxafpc- 
rated  to  fuch  a  Degree  as  is  rcprefented,  whether  it  is  the 
general  Opinion  of  Mankind  that  the  publick  Affairs  have 
been  unfaithfully  adminiftred,  and  whetlier  this  Bill  has 
been  didated  by  a  Defire  of  publick  Juftice,  or  of  private 
Revenge,  I  have  not  thought  it  ncceffary  to  enquire  ;  having 
long  learned  to  adt  In  Confcquence  of  my  own  Convi^on, 
not  of  the  Opinions  of  others,  at  leaft  not  of  thofe  who  de- 
termine upon  QiiefHons  which  they  cannot  underftand,  and 
judge  without  having  ever  obtained  an  Opportunity  of  exa- 
mining. 

*  Such,  my  Lords,  muft  be  the  Opinions  of  the  People 
upon  Queftions  of  Policy,  Opinions  not  formed  by  Refle<f^ion 
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bat  adopted  from  diofe  whom  diey,  fbmetim^s  with  very  Aa*  15.  G^  IL 
litde  Reaion,  imagine  nearer  Spedlators  ofjthe  Government   ^    '74»»^ 
than  thcmiclves,  and  in  whom  thc^  place  an  implicit  Gon« 
fidencey  on  account  of  (bme  cafual  Ad  of  Popnlanw. 

'  I  (hall  not,  therefore^  think  the  Demands  of  the  Peo« 
pie  a  Rule  ofCondudt,  nor  (hall  ever  fear  to  incur  thdr 
KefeDtment  in  the  Profecntion  of  their  Intereft.  I  (hall  never 
flatter  their  Pa(Gons  to  obtain  their  Favour,  or  gratify  their 
Revenge  for  (ear  of  their  Contempt.  The  InconlUncy,  my 
Lords,  of  publick  Applaufe,  all  of  us  have  obferved,  and 
many  of  us  have  experienced  ;  and  we  know  that  it  is  very 
far  from  being  always  the  Reward  of  Merit.  We  know 
that  the  brighteft  Chancer  may  be  eaiily  darkened  by  Ca« 
Imnny,  that  thofe  who  are  labouring  for  the  Welfare  of  the 
Publick,  may  be  eafily  reprefented  as  Traytors  and  Oppref- 
foHyand  that  the  People  may  quickly  be  perfuaded  to  join 
io  the  Accufation. 

'  That  the  People,  however  deceived,  have  a  Right  to 
occaS:  whomfbever  they  fufpedl,  and  that  xhdv  Accufation 
otigfat  to  be  heard,  I  do  not  deny ;  but  furely,  my  Lords, 
the  Opinion  of  the  People  is  not  fuch  a  Proof  of  Guilt 
2s  will  jufBfy  a  Method  of  Profecution  never  known  before, 
or  give  us  a  Right  to  throw  down  the  Barriers  of  Liberty, 
and  punUh  by  Power  thofe  whom  we  cannot  convi^  by 
Law, 

'  Let  any  of  your  Lordfhips  fuppofe  himfelf  by  fome  Ac- 
cident expoled  to  thetem^rary  Malice  of  the  Populace;  let 
liim  imagine  his  Enemies  inflamine  them  to  a  Demmd  of  a 
Profecnuon,  and  then  propofing  that  he  (honld  be  deprived 
of  the  common  Methods  of  Defence,  and  that  Evidence 
iliould  be  hired  againft  him  left  the  Publick  (hould  be 
djuppointed,  and  he  will  quickly  difcover  the  Unreafonable- 
4cfs  of  this  Bill. 

'  I  fuppofe  no  Man  will  deny,  that  Methods  of  Profecu* 
lion  introduced  on  one  OccaGon  may  be  pradtifed  on  ano- 
ther ;  and  that  in  the  natural  Rotations  of  Power,  the  fame 
Means  may  be  ufed  for  very  different  Ends.  Nothing  is 
ajorc  probable,  my  Lords,  if  a  Bill  of  this  Kind  (hould  be 
ever  pafled,  in  Compliance  with  the  Clamours  of  the  Peo- 
ple, to  punifh  Minilfers,  and  to  awe  the  Court,  than  that 
it  may  in  Time,  if  a  wicked  Minifter  (hould  arife,  be  made 
a  Precedent  for  Meafures  by  which  the  Court  may  intimi- 
date die  Champions  of  the  People  ;  by  which  thofe  may  be 
purfoed  to  Dt'trat^ion,  who  liave  been  guilty  of  no  other 
Crime  than  tijat  of  ferving  their  Country  in  a  Manner 
which  thofe,  who  are  i^rnorant  of  the  arcumftances  of  Af- 
iur%,  happen  to  difapprove. 
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An.i5«Geo.  II  <  The  Mcafures  now  propofed,  my  Lords,  arc  therefore 
'74^  to  be  rejedled,  becaufe  it  is  evident  that  they  will  cfbblKh 
"^  ~  a  Precedent,  by  which  Virtye  may  at  any  Time  be  opprelHd, 
but  which  can  be  very  feldom  jiecelTary  for  tlie  Dctcdlion 
of  Wickednefs,  fince  there  is  no  Probability  that  it  will  often 
happen,  tliat  a  Man  really  guilty  of  enormous  Crimes  can 
fecnre  hlmfelf  from  Difcovery,  or  conned  others  with  him 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  they  cannot  impeach  him  without 
betraying  themfelves. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  whenever  Virtue  is  to  be  perfccutcd, 
whenever  falfe  Accusations  are  to  be  promoted,  this  Method 
is  inconteftably  ufefiil  ;  for  no  Reward  can  fo  efficacioufly 
prevail  upon  Men  who  languifh  in  daily  Fear  of  publick 
Juftice,  as  a  Grant  of  Impunity. 

*  It  may  be  urged,  my  Lords,  I  own,  that  all  Enquiries 
into  Futurity  arc  idle  Speculations,  that  the  Expedient  pro- 
pofed is  proper  on  the  prefent  Occafion,  and  that  no  Me- 
thods of  Jufficc  are  to  be  allowed,  if  the  Poffibility  of  ap- 
plying them  to  bad  Purpofes,  is  a  fuflicient  Reafon  for  re- 
jecting them, 

*  But  to  this,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  anfwered  with  equal 
Reafon,  that  every  Proccfs  of  Law  is  likewife  in  fbme  De- 
gree defective,  that  tlie  Complications  of  Circumflances  arc 
variable  without  End,  and  therefore  cannot  be  comprifcd  In 
any  certain  Rule,  and  that  we  raufl  have  no  eflabliflicd  Me- 
thod of  Juliice,  if  we  cannot  be  content  with  fuch  as  may 
poflibly  be  fometimes  eluded. 

^  And,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  obferved  farther,  that  fcarce- 
ly  any  Praftice  can  be  conceived,  however  generally  unrea- 
ionable  and  unjufl,  which  may  not  be  fometimes  equitable 
and  proper  ;  and  that  if  we  are  to  lay  afide  all  Regard  to  I 
Futurity,  and  z&.  merely  with  Regard  to  the  prelent  Exi- 
gence, it  may  be  often  proper  to  violate  every  Part  of  our 
Conflitution.  This  Houfe  may  fometimes  have  rejeifted  Bills  \ 
beneficial  to  the  Nation  ;  and  if  this  Reafbning  be  allowed, 
it  might  have  been  wife  and  juft  in  the  Commons  to  have 
voted  us  unlefs  on  that  Occafion,  and  to  have  pafTcd  the  Law 
without  our  Concurrence. 

*  With  regard  to  the  Eftablifhraent  of  Criminal  Profecu- 
tions,  as  well  as  to  our  Civil  Rights,  we  are,  my  Lords,  to 
confider  what  is  upon  the  whole  moft  for  the  Advantage  of 
the  Publick  ;  wc  are  not  to  admit  Practices  which  may  be 
fometimes  ufefiil,  but  may  be  often  pernicious,  and  which 
fuppofe  Men  better  or  wifer  than  they  are.  Wc  do  not , 
grant  abfolute  Power  to  a  wife  and  moderate  Prince,  becaufe 
his  Succeflbrs  may  inherit  his  Power  without  his  Virtues ;  wc 
arc  not  to  truft  or  allow  new  Methods  of  Profecution  upon 
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ffl  OccaCon  on  which  they  may  feem  nfeful,  becaule  they  ^^  j  -  q^^  H^ 
:n:v  be  cmpjoyed  to  Purpolcs   very  ciircrent  from  tliofe  for         ^  74a. 
V  ih :\i  ihcy  V,  ere  i  n  t rod uc  cd . 

'  Thus,  ray  Lords,  1  have  fliewn  the  Impropriety  of  the 
'..'Icow  before  us,  upou  tlic  moft  favourable  Suppofition 
L.;t  can  poflibly  he  made  ;  a  vSuppolition  of  the  Guilt  of  the 
n*  .iePerfon  acniin'c  whora  it  is  contrived.  And  furely,  my 
I.o.Ji,  what  cMtir-Oi  evcii  in  iliat  Cale  be  approved,  mull  if 
ttc  »'i:ppofe  hira  innocent,  be  detelled. 

'  That  he  is  really  innocent,  my  Lords,  that  he  is  only 
blickened  by  Calumny,  and  purfued  by  Kcfentment,  can- 
not >  more  llrongly  proved  llian  by  the  Necefllty  to  which 
his  Enemies  are  reduced  of  uling  Expedients,  never  heard 
of  in  this  Nation  bctprc,  to  procure  Accufations  againft  him; 
K^pedicnts  wJ.ich  they  cannot  fhew  to  have  been  at  any 
limenccellary  for  the  Puniihment  of  a  Man  really  wicked  ; 
a:;d  which,  by  bringing  Guilt  and  Innocence  into  the  fame 
I>3.iger,  leave  us  at  liberty  to  imagine,  that  he  is  clear  from 
tho  Crimes  imputed  to  him  even  in  the  Opinion  of  thoic  who 
prfac  hira  with  the  fierccll  Kefcntment,  and  the  loudett 
UuBoors. 

*  It  may  well  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  whom 
he  has  fo  long  defeated  by  his  Abilities,  fee  themfelves  now 
Rifled  by  his  Innocence ;  and  that  they  only  now  perfecute 
his  Charadler  to  hide  the  true  Reafon  for  which  they  former- 
ly atucked  his  Power. 

'  I  hope,  my  Lords,  I  fliall  be  eafily  forgiven  for  obfer- 
^in^that  this  is  aTcltimony  ofuncorruptedGreatnefs,  more 
i  l^iltrioas  than  any  former  Minifler  has  ever  obtained ;  for 
V'bcn  was  it  known,  my  Lords,  that  after  a  Continuance  of 
Power  for  twenty  Years,  any  Man,  when  his  Conducft  be- 
came the  Sabjedt  of  publick  Examination,  was  witliout  Ac- 
nffrs  ? 

'  I  cannot,  for  my  Part,  but  congratulate  the  noble  Per- 
son Qpon  his  Triumph  over  Malice  ;  Malice  allifled  by  Sub- 
tilty  and  Experience,  by  Wealth  and  Power,  which  is  at 
length  obliged  to  confefs  its  Impotence  ;  to  call  upon  us  to 
aiTill  it  with  new  Laws,  to  enable  it  to  offer  a  Reward  for 
Mence  ajgainfl  him  ;  and  to  throw  down  the  Boundaries  of 
njmral  Juftice,  that  he  may  be  harrafTed,  cenfured  and  00- 
prefled,  upon  whom  it  cannot  be  proved  that  he  ever  de- 
viated from  the  Law,  or  employed  his  Power  for  any  other 
End  than  the  Promotion  of  the  Publick  Happinefs. 

'  Had  the  Officers  of  the  Crown,  my  Lords,  when  his 
Influence  was  rcprefented  fo  great,  and  his  Dominion  fo  ab- 
folate,  projedled  any  luch  Meafures  for  his  Defence  ;  had 
<^  propo&d  to  filence  liis  Opponents  by  calling  tliem  to  a 
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An.  15.  Geo.  11.  Trial,  and  offered  aftated  Price  for  Accufations  againft  thetn, 

'J^**         how  loudly  would  they  have  been  charged  with  the  moft 

^  ^       -*  flagrant  Violation  of  the  Laws,   and  the  moft  open  Difre- 

gard  of  the  Rights  of  Nature  ;  with  how  much  Vehemence 

would  it  have  been  urged  that  they  were  intoxicated  with 

their  Succcfs,  and  that  in  the  full  Security  of  Power,  they 

thought  themfelves  in  titled  to  negled  the  great  Diftln^tions 

of  Right  and  Wrong  ;  and  determined  to  employ  the  Law 

for  the  Completion  of  thofe  Purpolcs,  in  which  Juftice  would 

give  them  no  Alliftance. 

*  I  doubt  not  but  your  Lordfhips  will  eafily  perceive  that 
this  Cenfure  is  equally  juft  in  either  Cafe  ;  that  you  will  not 
allow  any  Man  to  be  profecuted  by  Methods  which  he 
oucht  not  to  have  ufed  in  his  own  Cafe;  that  you  will  notex-> 
pole  any  Man  to  Hardlhips  from  which  every  other  Member 
of  the  Community  is  exempt ;  that  you  will  not  fuffer  any  Man 
to  be  tried  but  by  Evidence  ;  and  that  you  will  not  condemn 
him  whom  the  Law  acquits.' 

The  Lord  Bathurft  (poke  in  Subftance  as  follows  t 
*'  l«d  BMhofft.  My  Lords, 

'  The  Queftion  under  our  Confideration  has  been  fo  long 
and  fo  accurately  debated,  that  little  can  be  added  to  the 
Arguments  on  either  Side  ;  and  therefore,  though  I  think  it 
ncceflary  on  fo  important  an  Occafion  to  make  a  folemn  De- 
claration of  my  Opinion,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  fupport  it  not 
fo  much  by  any  Arguments  of  my  own,  as  by  a  Recapitu- 
lation ancl  Comparifon  of  thofe  which  have  been  already 
heard  by  your  Lord(hips. 

'  It  has  not  been  denied,  that  the  Puni(hment  of  Crimea 
is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  publick  Security  ;  and  as  it  is 
evident  that  Crimes  cannot  be  puni(hed  unle(s  they  are  detec* 
ted,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  the  Difcovery  of  wicked  Mca- 
fores  ought  to  be  in  a  very  great  Degree  the  Care  of  tho(e 
who  are  entrufted  with  the  Government  of  tlie  Nation ;  nor 
can  they  better  difcharge  their  Tru(t,  than  by  defeating  the 
Artifices  of  Intrigue,  and  blocking  up  the  Retreats  of  Guilt. 

<  This  likewife,  my  Lords,  is  admitted  with  fochRe(^ridi« 
ons  as  feem  intended  to  preclude  any  Advantage  that  might 
be  drawn  from  the  Appearance  of  Concedion.  For  it  is 
urged  that  Guilt  is  not  to  be  detefted  by  any  Methods  which 
are  not  juft,  and  tliat  no  Methods  are  juft  which  are  not  udial. 
*  The  firft  Pofition,  my  Lords,  I  have  no  Intendon  to 
controvert ;  as  it  is  not  to  violate  Juftice,  but  to  prcferve  it 
from  Violation,  that  this  Bill  has  been  projected  or  defended. 
But,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  be  obfcrved  that  they  who  fo  warmly 
recommend  the  ftu^lcft  Adherence  to  Juftice,  (ccm  not  folly 
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I    to  an^er&nd  the  Daty  which  they  urge.     To  do  JufticeAa.  15.Gfo.Il, 
I    my  Lords,  is  to  aft  with  Impartiality  ;  to  banifh  from  the  ^      ^^^ 
I    AGnd  &11  Regard  to  peribnal  Motives ;  and  to  confider  every  ^ 
I    Qoeftion  in  its  whole  Extent,  without  fufiering  the  Attenti- 
on to  be  reftrained  to  particular  Circumflances,  or  the  Judg* 
iBcnt  to  be  obftrufted  by  partial  AfFedion. 

*  This  RnJc,  my  Lords,  feems  not  to  have  been  verv  care- 
fiilly  obfarved  by  the  mod  vehement  Advocates  tor  Ju- 
ilke  in  die  Gaie  before  us  ;  for  they  appear  not  to  be  fo- 
lidtous  that  any  fhonld  receive  Juftice  but  the  Peribn  menti- 

I    oned  in  the  Bill ;  they  do  not  remember,  that  the  Publick  h^s 
I    cried  out  for  Juftice  more  than  twenty  Years,  for  Juftice  which 
I    hi  not  yet  been  obtained,  and  whiich  can  be  obtained  only 
by  the  Method  now  propofed. 

^  It  is  neceflary,  my  Lords,  for  tho(e  who  are  fb  watch- 
M  againft  the  Breach  of  Juftice,  to  prove  that  any  Means 
m  be  unjuft  which  have  no  other  Tendency  than  the  Dc- 
I    tecHon  of  Wickednefs,  of  Wickednefs  too  artful  or  too  power* 
I    f^rohe  puniihed  by  the  common  Rules  of  Law. 
j      'The  Introdu^on  of  new  Methods  of Profecution,  Is 
,   the  natural  Confequence  of  new  Schemes  of  Villany  or  new 
;   Am  of  £vafion  ;  nor  is  it  neceflary  that  Precedents  /hall  be 
prodnced,  when  the  WilHom  of  the  LegiHature  concurs  in 
acknowledging   the  Neccflity   of  extraordinary  Meaiure$« 
Tbo'  our  Conftitution  is  in  the  higheft  Degree  excellent,  I 
ce?er  yet  heard  that  it  was  perfeA,  and  whatever  is  not  per- 
fect may  be  improved.     Our  Laws,  however  wife,  are  yet 
ti%  ConoivaBces  of  human  Policy  ;  and  why  (hould  we  de- 
!   ipsir  of  adding  feme  what  to  that  which  we  inherit  from  our 
I   AaccftcMTS  ?     Why  (hould  we  imagine  that  they  anticipated 
I   «ery  Contingency,  and  left  nothing  for  fucceeding  Ages  ? 
I      '  I  think,  my  Lords,  with  the  higheft  Regard  both  of 
I   onrLtws  and  thofe  by  whom  they  were  enadwl,  but  I  look 
I   '«tb  no  lefs  Veneration  on  this  illuftrious  Houfe ;  I  believe 
yoQrLordfhips  equal  to  your  Progenitors  in  Abilities  ;  and 
Aaefore  fince  you   cannot  but  outgo  them  in  Experience, 
]  am  confident  that  you  may  make  Improvement  in  the  Fa- 
brick  which  they  have  erefted. 

*  It  cannot  at  leaft  be  denied  that  your  Lordfhips  have  all 
the  Power  of  yotir  Anccftors ;  and  fince  every  Law  was  once 
Qfw,  ii  is  certain  they  were  far  from  imagining  that  there  was 
"ivays  a  Necefllty  of  enquiring  after  Precedents.  If  the  Ar- 
pnent  drawn  from  the  Want  of  Precedents  be  now  of  any 

I  force,  let  it  be  proved  that  its  Force  was  lefs  in  any  for- 
i  "KT  Reign  j  and  let  it  be  confidered  how  our  Government 
I  ^ouid  have  attained  its  prefent  Excellence,  had  this  Houfe, 
ofiead  of  applying  to  every  Grievance  its  proper  Remedy, 
I  becA 
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Abi  15.  Geo.  n.  ^**  amufed  with  turning  over  Journals,  and  looking  upon 
i74».  every  new  Emergency  for  Precedents,  of  which  it  is  certain 

that  there  muft  have  been  a  Time  in  which  they  were  not 
to  he  found. 

*  In  oil  Regulations  eftabliftied  by  the  Legiflature,  it  is 
fiifficient  that  they  do  not  produce  Confufion  by  being  incon- 
liltent  with  former  Laws  ;  tliat  they  unite  ealily  with  our 
Conftitution  ;  and  do  not.  tend  to  the  Embarrafment  of  the 
Government.  This  Confideration,  my  Lords,  has  been  in 
a  very  remarkable  Manner  regarded  by  thofe  who  drew  up 
the  Bill  before  us  :  A  Bill  which  the  noble  Lord  has  pro- 
ved, will  be  £0  far  from  perplexing  our  judicial  Pro- 
ceedings, that  it  will  reconcile  the  Law  to  itfclf,  and  free  us 
from  the  Neceffity  of  obeying  one  Precept  by  the  Ncgledl  of 
another. 

*  The  Arguments  of  the  noble' Duke  are  fuch  as,  in  my 
Opinion,  cannot  be  anfwered,  or  heard  impartially  without 
Con  virion.  The  Maxims  quoted  by  him  are  each  of  tliem 
inconteftably  true  ;  they  are  on  this  Occafion  incompatible  ; 
and  this  is  the  only  Method  by  which  they  can  be  reconciled. 

*  Nor  has  he  only  (hewn  the  Propriety  of  the  Bill  by 
irrefragable  Reafbns,  but  has  proved  likewife  that  it  is  con- 
fiftent,  not  only  with  the  Conftitution  of  our  Government, 
but  with  the  Praftice  of  our  Anceftors  \  He  has  (hewn  that 
it  may  be  fupported  not  only  by  Reafon,  but  by  Bills  of  tlic 
fame  Kind,  enaded  on  Occalions  of  for  lefs  Iniportance. 

*  He  has  proved,  my  Lords,  all  that  the  moftfcrupulous 
Enquirer  can  wifh;  he  has  made  it  evident  that  the  Bill  would 
be  proper,  tho*  it  were  unprecedented ;  he  has  produced 
many  Precedents  in  Support  of  it  ;  and  has  thereby  evinced 
that  the  only  prefent  Queftion  is.  Whether  it  is  juft  ?  To  the 
Precedents  alledged  by  him  it  has  been  obje<5led,  that  they 
differ  in  fome  Particulars.  But  when,  my  Lords,  did  any 
two  Aftions,  however  common,  agree  in  every  Circumftancc  : 
Relations  may  be  complicated  without  End,  and  every  new 
Complication  produces  new  Appearances  ;  which,  however, 
are  always  to  be  difregarded  while  the  conftituent  Principles 
remain  unvaried. 

*  If  weconCdcr  the  Difficulties  in  which  the  Opponents 
of  the  Bill  have  involved  themfclves,  it  will  not  be  eafy  to 
think  well  of  a  Caufe,  which  gives  Birth  to  fuch  wild  Ailcr- 
tions,  and  extravagant  Opinions.  They  have  firft,  by  re- 
quiring Precedents,  determined  that  our  Conftitution  muft 
be  henceforth  for  ever  at  a  Stand  ;  and  then  by  declaring 
that  no  Precedents  are  of  any  Weight,  in  which  every  Cir- 
cumftance  is  not  parallel  to  the  Cafe  in  Debate,  have  debar- 
red us  from  the  Repetition  of  any  occafionaJ  Law ;  they 
bave  declared^    almoft  in  plain  Terms^  themfelves  ufelefs, 

and 
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tod  doftroyed  that  Audiorky  at  once,   which  they  feeni  To  An.  15.  Gcd.  il. 
mocb  afraid  of  communicating  to  the  Commons  •  174^ 

'But  by  none  of  their  Arts  of  fubtle  Diftindion,  my 
Lords,  have  they  been  able  to  evade  the  Argument  which 
arifes  from  the  Conformity  of  this  Bill  to  the  common  Prac- 
tice of  our  Courts ;  an  Argument  which  has  produced  no  other 
Anfwer  than  loud  Declamations  againll  the  Indecency  of 
comparing,  with  Pickpockets  and  Highwaymen,  a  noble  Per- 
foiiy  a  Minifter  of  acknowledged  Merit,  long  grac'd  with  the 
Favour  of  his  Prince,  and  long  invefted  with  the  higheft  Truft. 

'  ly  my  Lords,  am  very  far  from  pleafing  my&lf  with 
Ilcentions  or  indecent  Language:  I  am  far  from  envying  any 
Man  that  £xaltation  which  he  obtains,  either  by  good  or  by 
bad  AAioos ;  and  have  no  Inclination  of  levelling  the  Perfon, 
vhoie  Coodttd  I  deiire  to  fee  examined,  with  the  Profligate 
or  Infamous.  Yet  I  cannot  forbear  to  obferve,  that  high 
Rank  is  an  Aggravation  of  Villany  ;  that  to  have  enjoyed 
the  Favour  of  his  Sovereign,  is  no  Defence  of  him  that 
las  abufed  it ;  and  that  high  Truft  is  an  Honoup  only  to  that 
Man,  who,  when  he  lays  down  his  Office,  dares  ftand  an 
Inqoiry. 

*  Had  there  been  no  Precedent  in  our  judicial  Proceed- 
ings, my  Lords,  which  bore  any  Reiemblance  to  this  Bill^ 
there  would  not  from  thence  have  arifen  any  juft  ObjedVion. 
Comnion  Proceedings  are  effaiblifhed  for  common  Occaiions  ; 
and  it  feems  to  have  been  the  Principle  of  our  Anceftors, 
that  it  is  better  to  ^ve  ten  guilty  Peribns  an  Opportunity  of 
efiraping  Juftice,  than  to  puni(h  one  innocent  Perfon  by  an 
unjuli  Sentence.  A  Principle  which,  perhaps,  might  nor 
be  erroneous  in  common  Cafes,  in  which  only  one  Individual 
was  injured  by  another ;  or  when  the  Trial  was,  by  the 
Law,  committed  to  a  common  Jury,  who  might  eakly  be 
mifled. 

'  They  might  likewife  imagine,  my  Lords,  that  a  Crimi* 
ml,  encooraged  by  a  fortunate  Elcape  to  a  Repetition  of  his 
Guilt,  would  undoubtedly  fbme  Time  fall  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Law,  tho'  not  Gctended  on  Purpoie  to  feize  him ;  and 
therefore  diey  conftituted  their  Proceedings  ill  fuch  a  Man«^ 
ncr,  that  Innocence  might  at  leafl  not  be  entrap'd,  tho' 
Goiit  ihould  fometimes  giiin  a  Reprieve. 

'  But  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  my  Lords,  every  Circumlfatnce 
rr^ntres  a  diflPerent  Cohdudt.  By  the  Crimes  which  this  Bill 
is  intended  to  detedt,  not  finglePerfons.  or  private  Families, 
but  whole  Nations,  and  all  Orders  of  Men  have  long  been 
injured  and  opprefled  ;  and  opprefTed  with  fuchSuccefa, 
that  the  Criminal  has  no  Temptation  to  renew  his  Practices! 
nor  is  there  any  Danger  of  an  erroneous  Siiptence,  becauf<( 
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An  15.  Geo.  II.  the  Trial  wdukl  be  heard  by  this  HouTe  ;  by  Perfons  whofe 
I742.        Integrity  fets  them  above  Corruption,  and  whofe  WiOom 
"^  will  not  be  deceived  by  falfe  appearances. 

'  This  Confideration,  mv  Lords,  affords  an  unanfwerable 
Reply  to  thoft  wlio  rcprefeht  the  Bill  as  ill  concerted ;  be- 
caufe  the  Evidence  to  be  procured  by  it,  is  die  Teftimony 
of  Men,  Partners,  by  their  own  Confeflion,  in  the  Crimes 
which  they  reveal. 

*  Every  Court,  my  Lords,  examines  the  Credibility  of 
a  \\  itnefs ;  and  the  known  Corruption  of  thcie  Men  may 
be  properly  pleaded  at  the  Trial,  where  your  Lorddiips 
will  balance  every  Circomfbince  with  your  known  Imp^- 
tiality  ;  examine  how  far  every  Aflertion  is  invalidated 
by  the  Chara&r  of  the  Witnefs,  and  how  far  it  is  con- 
firmed by  a  corroboratory  Concurrence  of  known  Events^ 
or  fupported  by  other  Teftinwaies  not  liable  to  the  £une 
reception . 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  obferved  how  quickly  the 
Clouds  are  difperfed,  with  which  Interefl  or  Pcrvcrfencfs 
have  endeavoured  to  obfcure  the  Truth;  and  how  eafily  the 
ihongeft  Obje<aions,  which  tlie  greateft  Abilities  could  raifc 
againil  this  Bill,  are  confuted,  or  how  apparently,  when  tliey 
are  clolcly  examined,  they  conhite  themfelves. 

^  One  of  the  Obje^ions  that  require  no  Anfwer  is,  that  ' 
which  has  been  rais'd  with  regard  to  the  Extent  of  the  In- 
demnity o^ereS  in  the  Bill,  which,  in  the  Opinion  of  thole 
that  oppofed  it,  ought  to  be  retrained  to  particular  Perfons. 
But  that  it  is  chiefly,  if  not  folelv,  intended  to  be  applied 
to  thofe  who  have  refafed  to  anlwer  the  Queitions  oi  the 
Committee,  I  believe  every  Lord  in  this  Houfe  is  fully  con- 
vinced ;  it  was  however  neceffary  to  draw  it  up  in  general 
Terms,  left  otlier  Artifices  might  l»ve  been  employed ;  and 
left,  by  pointing  out  particular  Pei-fbus,  Opportunity  might 
have  been  given  to  deprive  the  Publick  ot  their  Evidence, 
by  prevailing  upon  them  to  withdraw. 

*  The  Bill  was  julUy  (tiled  by  a  Noble  Lord,  a  Bill  Tq 
prevent  an  hiqniry  from  being  impoflible.  The  Difficulty  of 
Inquiries  for  the  Publick  is  well  known ;  and  the  Difficulty 
arilcs  chiefly  fi-om  the  Inability  of  the  People  to  reward  their 
Advocates  or  their  Evidence.  The  Stete  of  the  Court,  my 
Lords,  is  very  different.  The  Crown  cannot  only  pardon,  but 
advance  thole  tiiat  have  on  any  Occafion  promoted  its  In- 
tercft  ;  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  too  much  Power  to  be  for 
once  granted  to  the  People,  if  they  are  impowered  to  throw 
a  flmpie  Indemnification  into  the  Balance  ;  and  try  whether, 
Svilh  -the  flight  Addition  of  IVuth,  and  Reafon,  and  Juftice, 

T  it  viii  be  able  to  wjeigh  down  Titles,  and  Wealth,  and  Power. 

*  It 
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*  It  has  been  urged  that  there  Is  Danger,   left   this  BHl  An.  i5.C<o.  n* 
4ottid  become  a  Precedent.     I  hope,  my  Lords,  the  fame         1742- 
Occafion  will  not  often  happen  ;  and  whenever  it  fliail  here-  ^^*^i^**   «^ 
iilter  occur,  the  Precedent  of  palTmg  the  Bill  will   be  much 

Ids  dangerous  than  that  of  rejecting  it. 

*  I  h^  it  is  notneceflary  to  fay  more  on  this  Occafion  ; 
yet  I  cannot  forbear  to  remind  feme  Lords  of  the  fatal  Con- 
fequences  which,  at  critical  Conjunctures,  they  have  often 
dreaded,  or  appeared  to  dread,  from  a  Dlfagreement  of  this 
Hoofe  with  the  Commons.  At  this  Time,  in  which  the 
Nation  is  engaged  in  War ;  when  the  whole  Continent  is 
one  general  Scene  of  Difcond  and  Confullon  ;  when  the 
wifeft  Conncels,  the  firmed  Unanimity,  and  the  mod  vigo- 
rous Meafures  are  apparently  neceflary,  it  might  not  be  im- 
proper to  reAed  how  unreafonably  we  (ball  irritate  the  Com- 
mons by  liejeding  this  Bill  ;  and  liow  juiUy  we  (hall  exafpc- 
late  the  People,  by  (hewing  them  that  their  Complaints  and 
Raoonfimices  are  of  no  Weight ;  that  they  mult  expert  the 
Redrds  of  their  Grievances  from  feme  other  Power  ;  and 
that  we  pre(er  the  Impunity  of  one  Man.  tu  the  Happinefs 
and  Safety  of  the  Publick. 

The  Earl  of  I/ay  fpoke  to  the  following  fWpofe  : 

iW/  Lords,  ^    f.4^ 

'  As  there  has  in  diis  Debate  been  very  firequciit  Mention  '^' 

of  extraordinary  Cafes,  of  new  Modes  of  Wickednefs,  which 
requise  new  Forms  of  Procedure  ;  and  new  Arts  of  eluding 
Joiticey  which  make  new  Methods  of  Profecution  nece(Iary  ) 
I  cannot  forbear  to  lay  before  your  Lordfhips  my  Senti- 
ments on  this  Qpeftion  :  Sentiments  not  fo  much  formed  by 
Kefleftionas  imprelled  by  Experience,  and  which  I  owe 
no  t  to  any  fuperior  Degree  of  Penetration  into  future  EventH^ 
but  to  fiibiequent  Difcoverles  of  my  own  Errors. 

*  I  have  Golerved,  my  Lords,  that  in  every  Collifion  of 
Parties,  that  Occafion  on  which  their  Palllons  are  inflamed 
is  always  termed  an  extraordinary  Conjun6ture,  an  import 
lantCrifis  of  Affairs  ;  either  becaufc  Men  afFeft  to  talk  in, 
ilrong  Terms  of  the  Budnefs  in  which  they  are  en^ed, 
for  the  (ake  of  aggrandizing  themfelves  in  their  own  Opinion 
and  that  of  the  World,  or  becaufe  the  prcfent  Objed  ap- 
pears greateft  to  their  Sight  by  intercepting  others,  and  that 
is  imagined  by  them  to  be  really  moft  important  in  itfelf,  by 
i^'hich  tiieir  own  Mind  is  moft  atfe^ted, 

*  On  thefe  extraordinary  Occadons,  my  Lords,  the  Vio- 
torioQs  have  always  endeavoured  to  fecurc  their  Conquefts, 
and  to  gratify  thctr  Paflions  by  new  Laws  ;  by  Laws,  even 
ia  the  Opinion  of  thofe  by   whom  tbey  arc  promoted,  only 

ij^i  M  2  juftifiabfe 


(     i8o    ) 
An.  i5.'6co.  IT.  juftifiable  by  the  prcftnt  Exigence.     And  no  fooonct  Vias  a 
'74^*^        new  Rotation  of  Affairs  given  the  Superiority  to   another 
*  Party,  than  another  Law  equally  unreafonabic  and  eqnaily 
new,  is  found  eqnaJly  ncceflary  for  a  contrary   Pnrpolc. 
Thus  is  our  Conftitution  violated  by  both,   under  the   Pre* 
tence  of  fecuring  it   from  the  Attack  of  each  other,  and 
lafting  Evils  have  been  admitted  for  the  Sake  of  averting 
a  temporary  Danger. 

^  I  have  been  too  long  acquainted  with  Mankind  to 
charge  any  Pirty  with  Infinqcrity  in  their  Conduct,  or  to 
accufe  them  of  affedling  to  reprcfent  their  Difputes  as  more 
momentous  than  they  appeared  in  their  own  Eyes.  I  know, 
my  Lords,  how  highly  every  Man  learns  to  value  that  which 
he  has  long  contended  for,  and  how  cafily  every  Man  pre* 
vails  upon  himfelf  to  1)elieve  the  Security  of  the  Publick 
complicated  with  his  own.  I  have  no  other  Intention  in 
tl^fc  Remarks,  than  to  fliew  how  Men  are  betray'd  into  a 
Concurrence  in  Meafures,  of  which,  when  the  Ardour  of  Op- 
pofitioii  has  fubfided,  and  the  imaginary  Danger  is  pa  ft, 
they  have  very  feldom  failed  to  repent, 

*  I  do  not  remember,  my  Lords,  any  Deviation  fix>m 
the  eftablifhed  Order  of  our  Conftitution,  which  has  not  af- 
terwards produced  Remorfe  in  thofe  that  advifed  it.  I  have 
known  many  endeavour  to  obviate  the  Evils  that  might  be 
produced  by  tlie  Precedents  which  they  have  contributed  to 
cftablifh,  by  publick  Declaration  of  their  Repentance,  and 
Acknowledgements  of  their  Error  ;  and  for  my  Part  I  take 
this  Opportunity  of  declaring,  that  tho'  I  have  more  than 
once  promoted  extraordinary  Bills,  I  Jo  not  rccolledt  one 
which.  I  would  not  nowoppofe,  nor  one  of  which  Expenencc 
bar.  not  flic wn  me  that  the  Danger  is  greater  than  the  Be- 
nefit. 

*  I  have  learned  at  length,  my  Lords,  that  our  Conftitu- 
tion has  been  fo  formed  by  the  W  ifdom  of  our  Anceftors, 
that  it  is  able  to  protect  itfelf  by  its  own  Powers  ;  without 
any  AfTiftancc  from  temporary  Expedients,  which,  like  fbme 
Kinds  of  xMedicines  in  the  human  Body,  may  give  it  the 
Appearance  of  uncommon  Vigour,  but  which  in  fecret  prey 
upon  its  noblefl  Parts,  and  hurry  it  to  a  fudden  Decay. 

^  But  none  of  all  the  Meafures  into  which  I  have  feon 
Parties  precipitated,  have  I  known  parallel  to  the  Bill  which 
IS  now  defended  in  this  Houfe  ;  a  Bill  which  I  hope  we 
fhall  have  Reafon  to  term  the  wildeft  Effort  of  mifguided 
Zeal,  and  the  raoft  abfurd  Projeft  that  the  Enthufidin  of 
Faction  ever  produced. 

*  The  particular  Claufes  of  this  Bill  have  been  already 
examined  with  great  Acutcaefs  and  Penetration^  and  have 

all 


(    i8i    ) 
ilibeea  (hewn  to  be  abfurd  or  ufelcfs.     I  (hall  therefore  An- i5.'g€o*H. 
only  add   this  Observation;  that  the  Indemnification,  how-         1742. 
ever  liberally  ofFcr'd,  will  be  wholly  at  the  Difpofal  of  thoie 
who  (hall  receive  the  Examinations  ;  by  whom,  when  fuch 
Difcoveries  are  not  made  as  they  may  happen  to  expeft,  the 
Witnel7e$  may  be  charged   with  Refcrvc  and  Inlincerity, 
and  be  profecuted  for  thofe  Crimes  which  could  never  have 
been  known  bnt  by  their  own  Confeflion. 

'  It  is  not  impoflible,  but  tliat  if  the  Bait  of  Indemnifi- 
cation (hall  be  Found  infufhcient  to  produce  Teilimonies  a- 
gainft  the  noble  PeHbn,  a  Hill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  may 
be  attempted  to  terrify  thofe  who  arc  too  wife  to  be  en- 
(bared  by  fpecious  Promifes  ;  for  what  may  not  be  rxpected 
from  thofe  who  have  already  fent  their  Fellow-Subjedi  to 
Priibn,  only  lor  refufing  to  accufe  themfelvcs. 

*  Nor  can  Idifcover,  my  Lords,  how  the  mofl  abandoned 
Villains  will  be  hindered  from  proairing  Indemnity  by  Per- 
jury ;  or  what  (hall  exclude  a  Confpirator  againft  the  Life 
and  Government  of  his  Ma}efty  from  Pardon,  if  he  fwears 
that  in  a  Plot  for  fcttine  the  Pretender  on  the  Throne,  he 
was  affiRtd  by  the  Counfcls  of  the  Earl  of  Or  ford. 

*'  It  has  indeed  been  in  fome  Degree  granted,  that  the 
Bill  requires  Ibme  Amendment,  by  propoluig  tliat  the  ne- 
€ef&ry  Akerations  may  be  made  to  fuch  Parts  of  it  as  fhall 
appear  defcdive  to  the  Committee,  which  would  indeed  be 
highly  expedient,  if  only  fome  particular  Ciaufes  were  ex- 
ceptkmable  ;  bnt,  my  Lords,  the  Intention  of  the  Bill  is 
crnei  aad  opprefGve  ;  the  Meafures  by  which  that  Intention 
is  promoted  are  contrary  to  Law,  and  without  Precedent ; 
aad  tfae  ori^nal  Principle  is  falfe,  as  it  fnppofes  a  Criminal 
previous  to  the  Crime. 

^  It  is  uiged  as  the  moft  prefEng  Argument  by  the  Ad- 
voca^s  fcr  the  Bill,  that  it  owght  to  be  palTed  to  gratify 
the  Fe«>pie,  I  know  not,  my  Lords,  npon  what  Principles 
tbofe  who  plead  fo  camcfUy  tor  rigid  Jnftice,  can  endeavour 
to  infiaence  onr  Decifions  by  any  other  Motives  ;  or  wliy 
thcjr  think  it  more  equitable  to  facrifice  any  Man  to  the 
Retentmentof  the  People,  than  to  the  Malice  of  any  finglc 
Peribn ;  nor  can  conceive  why  it  (hould  be  thought  lefs 
cziminal  to  lell  our  Voices  for  Popularity  than  for  Prefer- 
ment. 

'  As  this  it  therefore,  my  Lords,  a  Bill  contrary  to  all 
fcnner  Laws,  and  inconfiftent  with  itfcif ;  as  it  only  tends  to 
pradoce  a  bad  End  by  bad  Means,  and  violates  the  ConfU- 
ttttioo  not  to  relieve  but  to  opprefs ;  as  the  Parts  (ingly  con- 
fidered  are  defedivc,  and  the  whole  grounded  upon  a  falfe 
Principle ;  it  ncitlier  requires  any  lonccr  Debate^  nor  de^ 
M  3  ^  fcrves 


(      l82      ) 

An.  15^  Geo.  If.  fcrves  any  fiirther  Cpnfideratioh  ;  !t  is  rather  td  be  detefted 
.      ^•^^'      .  than  criticifcd,  and  to  be  rcjefted  withoat  any  faperfloous 
Attempt  for  its  Amendment/ 

The  Qiieftion  being  then  put,  whether  the  Bill  fliould  be 
committed  ?  It  was  refolvMin  die  Negative.    § 


Content , 
Proxies 
Difentiem' 


47?  Not  Content    92! 

10  5  ^^        Proves  173    ^ 


Macclesfield, 

I.  Becauft  the  Rejefting  of  this  BiU,  founded,  as  wc  con- 
ceive, upon  Reafbn'  and  Juftice,  warranted  by  Precedents, 
aiuhorifcd  by  Neceffitj',  and  called  for  by  the  general  V<Moe 
pf  the  Nation,  may  appear  a  manifcft  Obftnidlion  to  poblick 
Juftice,  in  the  prefrnt  great  and  important  Gafc,  and  a  moft 
certain  Defeat  of  it  for  the  Future,  in  all  Cafes  of  the  like 
Nature. 

II.  Becaufe  it  is  an  uncontroverted  Maxim  of  the  Law 
o^  England,  That  the  Pnblick  has  a  Right  *  to  every  Man's 
Evidence,  and  yet,  by  the  fame  Law,  no  Man  is  obliged  to 
accufe  himfelf  ;  and  as  the  Accomplices  of  Guilt  are  fre- 
quently the  only  WitnelFes  of  it,  we  conceive,  that  both 
Prudence  and  Juftice  point  out  this  Method  of  Impunity  to 
Some,  as  abfb|utely  necelliry  towards  difcovering  the  Guilt 
of  Others  \  and  thereby  diffblvlngthofeConfisderacics,  which, 
formed  by  common  Guilt,  can  only  fubfift  while  tb«y  tre 
cemented  by  common  Danger.  From  theft  undeniable  Mh'* 
ciples  we  apprehend  this  Bill  ought  to  have  pfled,  in  order 
to  preferve  the  Rights  of  the  Pnblick,  and  the  Rights  of 
Individuals. 

III.  Becaufe  this  Bill  is  juftified  by  many  Bills  of  a  milch 
ftronger  Nature,  in  Cafts  of  much  Im  Confeouence  to  the 
Publick  ;  fuch  as  the  Cafts  of  Sir  Thomas  Cooiey  f  the  Ma- 
tters in  (]hancer>',  J  Sir  Robert Sitmuj  Thomffin^  and  others, 
in  fomc  of  which,  the  Perfons  indemnified,  in  order  to  give 
their  Evidence,  were,  at  the  feme  Time,  compelled,  under 
fcverc  Penalties,  to  give  it.  And  as  there  is  a  Power,  not 
only  of  indnnnifying,  but  rewarding,  neceflarily  lodged  in 
the  Crown,  in  order  to  bring  Criminals  to  Juftice,  by  Evi- 
dence known  to,  and  within  the  Reach  of  tlie  Laws,  fo  we 
apprehend,  that  in  an  Enquiry  after  Grimes,  that  may  aflfed 

the 

^  Fqr  the  Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Confeqoencv  of 
|bis  Biirs  being  rcje^led.  See  Chanolxr^s  Hiftory,  Vol.    13. 

•  See  before,  p.  148 

f  $etTiMBBKLAKD*«  Hiftoiy  of  the  Houfe  of  Lordc,  Vol.  I* 
Amw  1695.  p.  446. 

\  Ibid.  Vol.  3. 
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thcBnngof  theVVholCj  the  People  have    a  Right  to  the  Ao,  15.  Ceo.  II. 
Exeitioa  of  that  Power  with  which  the  Legiflature  is  un-         '74s- 
doobtedly  veiled,  to  come  at  fuch  Evidence  as  may  make 
that  Enquiry  efFednal  to  their  future  Security. 

IV.  Becanfe  the  Legiflature  has  exerciied  this  Power  ih 
many  Inlbnces,  relating  to  particular  Branches  of  the  Re* 
venue,  in  order  to  prevent  Frauds  ;  the  Pcrfons  concerned  in 
fodi  Frauds  being  not  only  indemnified,  but  rewarded  alfo. 
And  for  the  private  Utility  of  one  Company,  the  Legislature, 
by  the  9th  of  King  6Wi^^  the  Firft,  after  forbidding  any 
Mon  to  be  concenied  in  promoting  an  Eafl-InHia  Com* 
pniy  in  the  Auftrian  Nclherlfinds^  gives  to  our  Eaft-India 
Gonpaay  a  Power  to  profecute^  by  Bill  in  Chancery,  or 
Coart  of  Exchequer,  any  Perfon  whom  they  (hall  fulpe^l, 
<^giog  ^uch  Penon  to  make  Difcovery  apon  Oath,  tho* 
focb  Difcovery  fubieds  him  to  a  Forfeiture  As  alio  for  the 
hetter  Difcovery  ot  Felonies  the  Legiflature  has  thought  fit 
by  an  Ad,  5th  of  Queen  June^  to  pardon  any  Perfon  not 
only  of  the  Felony  difcovered,but  of  all  other  Felonies  he  has 
ever  been  guilty  o(,  upon  his  making  a  Difcovery  of  two 
Peribas  who  fhaH  thereupon  be  convided  of  any  Burglary  or 
Fekmy,  and  that  Difcoverer  is  alio  intitled  to  a  Reward. 

•V.  Bccanfir  the  Rejecting  this  Bill  may  prove  a  dangerous 
Precedent  of  &tal  Coofequence  to  this  Conftitution  \  fince, 
whenever  this  Nation  fliallbe  vifited  by  a  wicked  Miniiler, 
thofe  wlio  fliail  have  ferved  him  in  defrauding  and  oppref* 
ling  the  Publick,  and  in  corrupting  Individuals,  will  be 
fiunifiied  with  an  Excnfe  for  remflng  tlieir  Evidence  ;  their 
Danger  will  produce  his  Security,  and  he  may  enjoy  witli 
Safety  the  Plunder  of  bis  Country  :  Nay,  we  even  appre- 
hend, that  the  Reje&ing  of  this  Bill  may  be  mifunderftood 
by  tikoie  who  can  make  any  Difcovery,  as  if  this  Houfe  de- 
imed  to  difcourage  any  Evidence  whatfoever,  tliat  could 
w€t  the  Perfon  whofe  Conduifl  the  Secret  Committee  was 
appointed,  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  enquire  into.  A 
Mmifter  may  be  removed  from  his  Place,  and  not  from 
his  Power  ;  *  lie  may  be  removed  from  both,  and  not  from 
the  Favour  of  his  Prince  ;  nay,  he  may  be  deprived  of  all 
diree,  and  yet  his  Sacceflbr  may  think  his  Interefl  and  fu- 
toie  Safety^  and  his  Prince  may  imagine  his  Authority,  con- 
cem'd  in  proteding  him  from  either  Puiiiflmicnt  or  Enquiry. 
In  any.of  which  Gales  all  written  Evidence,  all  Office^Proors, 
will  be  fecreted  or  refufed  ;  and  if  verbal  Evidence  be  ren- 
^d  impra^cable  too  (  which  the  rcjeding  of  this  Bill  will 
fiiraiih  a  Precedent  for  )  we  conceive  we  might  as  well  have 

paffcd  an  Aft  of  Indemnity  to  ail  future  Minlftcrs, 

VI.  BC" 
♦  See  before,  p.  if  5, 


(     iS4    ) 
An.  15.  Geo.  H.     VI,  Becftnfe  wc  oin  by  no  Means  agree  to  the  Argument 
1743^*         principally  urged  againft  this  BiU>  that  there  were  not  Proofs 

— ^^ *  of  Guilt  againll  this  Perfon  fufiicient  to  juftify  the  palTing  it ; 

whereas,  in  our  humble  Opinions,  the  Voice  of  the  Nation, 
the  Senfe  of  the  other  Houfe,  and  the  lamentable  Situation 
of  this  Kingdom,  both  at  Home  and  Abroad,  create  Sufpi- 
cions  which  not  only  juftify>  but  even  call  aloadfor  Inquiry; 
which  Inquiry  mufc  neceifarily  prove  ineffeAual,  unlm  the 
proper  Methods  are  taken  to  fupport  it ;  of  which  we  appre- 
hend this  1^11  to  be  one,  and  a  Proceeding  fb  joft,  that  no 
innocent  Man  would  delire  to  avoid,  it,  and  no  guilty  one 
ought  to  efcape  it  :  Moreover  the  Reafons  affigned  by  the 
Perfons  whofe  Behaviour  gave  Rife  to  this  Bill,  for  refnfing 
their  Evidence,  is  a  fuificient  Iniphcation  that  it  would  affed 
)the  LatI  o£  Orford,  fince  tliey  admit  it  would  afibft  them- 
felvcs. 

VII,  Becaufe  we  conceive  that  the  rejeding  this  Bill  may 
create  great  DKaffedion  in  the  Nation,  to  the  Diminution 
of  the  Credit,  and  confeqaentiy  of  the  Authority  of  di^ 
Houfe,  when  the  People  find  themfelves  difappointed  in  their 
juft  Expedtations  of  having  a  (kti&.  Inquiry  made  into  the 
Condudt  of  the  Earl  of  Orfird^  \|rhich  they  have  (b  long 
called  for  in  vain,  and  hoped  they  had  at  lad  obtained. 
Proaning  under  the  undimmifhed  Load  of  National  Ddyts 
and  Taxes,  notwithfbinding  a  long  Peace  ;  trembling  under 
the  Terrors  of  multiply*d  Penal  Laws  ;  deploring  tiicir  fa- 
crificed  Honour,  and  their  negledkd  Interefts  ;  die  Balance 
of  Europe  overturned  Abroad,  and  the  Conftitution  endan* 
ger'd  at  Home  ;  they  call  for  Inquiry  ;  thcyftek  for  Juftice  ; 
they  hope  for  Redrefs  :  The  other  Houfe  has  taken  the  pro- 
per Steps  to  anfwer  thefe  Kxpe<5btlons  ;  the  Inquiry  begun 
there  cqald  only  have  been  rendered  effeiihial  in  one  matmal 
Point  by  this  Bill ;  which  being  rejedted  by  this  Houft,  from 
whence  they  expert  Juftice  and  Redrefs,  we  fear  their  blail- 
ed  Hopes,  wliich,  for  a  Time,  may  feem  funk  into  a  jQavifli 
Defpondency,  may  at  laft  break  out  into  Diforders,  more 
caf}%  p:)iribly,  to  forefee  than  to  remedy, 

V><:nht^h^  CheflcrfieUy  Oxford  and  Mortimer ^  Bathurfl^ 
HWdy  Tbanct^  Foley ^  ^lesford^  Weft mor eland ^  Abing-^ 
doily  Berkjhirey  Gowery  Northamptony  Boyle y  Coventry ^ 
Rockingham y  Greenwichy  R,  Lincoln y  Ditnk* Halifax^ 
Craven y  Falmouth y  Bedfirdy  Cobhamy  Carlifhy  Aitef' 
buryy  Sandwich  y  Litchfieldy  Beaufort,  SJmftsburjy 
Leighf  St  John,  Haverjham. 

May 
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M^rf.  The  Ijordl^Hhopot St.  jf/afi*  was  onlavdtOiUuts.  Ocoill. 
preach  bdfoie  the  Houie  on  the  29tb^  being  the  Reftorati-         174*  . 
on  Day.  ^'  ■•  V ■*  '  ^ 

Jwft  I.  The  Bill  For  the  better  fecur'w  the  Trade  ami  £eh^  on  a  BiU 
Napigstkn  of  the  Kir^dom  In  Time  of  H^,  being  read  a  1^*^  £^ 
fecrad  Time,  ihtEarl  of  IVtnchei/ea  flood  up.  Mid  fpolw  a»  STrnaeJ^ 
follows:  NaTiption  ia 

Af^  Lords  y  Tune  of  War. 

'  I  know  not  by  what  Accident  the  numerous  Defeds  s^fwiacheUcL 
and  gfiieral  Impropriety  of  this  Bill,  have  efcaped  the  At- 
tentioa  of  die  other  Ho^ife  ;  nor  is  there  any  Neoeffity  for 
eximiamg  the  Motives  upon  which  it  pafled,  or  of  enquiring 
wlictlier  its  Reception  was  facilitated  by  the  Popularity  of 
the  Utie,  the  Influence  and  Authority  of  thofe  by  whom  it 
vas  propoledy  or  the  imaginary  Defers  of  our  piefent  Re* 
gttiations,  which  have  been  on  fome  Occafions  represented 
to  be  inch  as  it  is  Scarcely  poflible  to  change  but  for  the  better. 

'  file  Knowledge  and  Experience  of  thofe  who  doncur* 
rod  in  lending  this  Bill  for  your  Lordihips  Approbation,  can- 
fiot  bnt  produce  fome  Degree  of  Prepofleflion  in  its  Favour  ; 
for  how  can  it  be  imaginied^  my  Lords,  that  Men  of  great 
Abilities  and  continual  Opportunities  of  Obfervation,  fliouki 
not  bewell  veried  inQueftions  relating  chiefly  to  their  private 
Intoeft^  and  difcoverthe  nearefl  Way  to  their  own  Snccefs  1 

*  And  yet,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  found  that  their  Saga- 
city has  perhaps  never  fo  apparently  forfskenthem  as  on  this 
Occafion ;  that  no  Propofltion  was  ever  laid  before  this  Houfe^ 
in  ^dnch  more  contraded  Motives  were  difcovered  ;  and  that 
the  BiU  is  Itich  as  might  rather  have  been  expedled  from 
petty  Traders  unacquainted  with  the  Situation  of  Kingdoms, 
the  Interdls  of  Princes,  the  Arts  of  Policy,  the  Laws  of 
their  own  Country  and  the  Condnft  of  former  Wars,  than 
by  Merchants  ofcxteniive  Traffick,  general  Correfpondence^ 
snd  great  Attainments. 

*  B^re  I  proceed,  my  Lords,  to  confirm  the  Chara^er 
of  the  Bill  by  a  diftinft  ConfideriUion  of  tlie  particular  Para- 
graphs, and  an  Enumeration  of  feveral  Improprieties  and 
Dcfeds  which  may  be  found  ii  it,  I  think  it  not  fuperfluous 
or  nnfcafonable  to  remark  one  general  Error,  common  to 
this  with  all  other  Laws  of  the  fame  Kind,  the  Error  of  pre- 
fcribcng  Rafes  to  Military  Operations,  of  attempting  to  ^x 
visit  is  in  its  own  Nature  variable,  as  it  muft  dq>end  upon 
external  Caufes  to  which  ^he  Britijh  Legiflature  has  yet 
found  no  Means  of  ex'tcn.Jittg  its  Autliority. 

*  To  dired:,  upon  reiuote  Conje<flures  and  uncertain  Pro- 
fpcfts,  the  Condud  of  a  Commander,   is,  in  my  Opinion, 

my 
*  Doaor  Madox. 
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Aa.'t5«  G«o,  H.  my  Lords,  not  more  rational  than  to  trace  upon  a  C3iarttkc 
2^^  ^  CouHeof  a  8hip,  and  pronounce  it  criminal  to  deviate  irora 
^'~  it.  The  one  luppofes  a  Foreknowledge  of  the  Motions  of 
the  Wind,  and  the  other  of  the  Councils  of  our  Enemies; 
nor  can  any  Thiue:  be  expeded  from  fuch  Regnlations  but 
Overthrow  and  Di^race.  I  believe,  my  Lords,  that  in  run- 
ning over  the  Hiflories  of  the  World,  and  examining  the 
Originals  of  the  mightieft  Empires,  and  the  fudden  Anroia- 
tions  which  have  been  produced  by  the  overpowering  Tor- 
^  rents  of  War,  which  atdifFcrent  Periods  of  Time,  hayefwept 

the  Powers  of  the  Earth  before  them,  it  will  be  found  that 
all  rapid  ConqueOs  and  fadden  Extenfions  of  Empire  have 
been  eflfefted  by  Sovereign  Princea  at  the  Head  of  Annies 
which  aAedonlyby  immediate  Command  :  That  few  memor- 
able A^ons  have  been  performed  by  delegated  Commaiwiers, 
and  that  of  thofe  few  whoie  Names  have  defcended  to  Pode- 
ri^,  thofe  have  generally  been  mod  fuccefsful  who  were  in- 
veiled  with  the  largeft  Powers,  who  adted  without  Controul, 
and  were  at  Liberty  to  fnatch  every  Opportunity,  and  im- 
prove every  favourable  Conjuncture,  without  any  Necefllty. 
of  conununicating  their  Schemes,  of  waiting  for  the  Refalt 
of  tedious  Deliberations,  or  of  foliating  a  Relaxation  of 
former  Orders. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  though  perhaps  all  poGtive  Prefi:ripuons 
of  the  Conduct  of  Military  Undertakings  have  a  Tendeaicy 
rather  to  obftru^.  than  promote  Success ;  yet  as  they  may  be 
drawn  up  with  different  Degrees  of  Wikiom  and  Sagairity^ 
they  may  have  a  greater  or  lefs  Appearance  of  Ufdolnefs 
and  Realon.  Such  as  hive  been  well  concerted  may  afford 
ufeful  Hints,  though  they  ought  not  to  be  enaded  with  indif- 
penfable  Obligations.  And  to  coiidder  even  thole  in  which 
Jefj^  Proofs  of  Skill  and  Forefight  can  be  difcovered,  may 
have  at  leaft  this  Advantage,  that  the  Propofals  may  not  be 
fpeedily  repeated,  nor  our  Counfels  embarailed  with  abliird 
Expedients*  I  fhall  therefore  lay  before  yourLordihips  my 
Opinion  of  every  Paragraph,  and  (hew  what  are  the  Objecti- 
ons which  may  be  raifed  both  to  the  whole  Bill  in  general, 
and  to  its  particular  Claufes. 

'  To  the  Bill  in  general,  it  muft  be  objected,  that  it  is 
filled  with  vague  ExprcfTions,  and  Ideas  io  indeterminate, 
that  no  Man  can  tell  when  he  has  obeyed  it.  Her^re  many 
Rules  ordered  to  be  obferved  vhcn  there  fhali  be  no  juft  and 
fufficient  Reafon  for.  ncglcAing  them;  and  fome  Operations 
to  be  performed  as  often  as  there  fiiall  be  Occafion  ;andShips 
are  to  cruize  in  a  certain  Latitude,  unlefs  there  is  a  NeceiEty 
of  enipK^^  ing  them  elfewhere. 
*  Did  not  the  Title  of  this  Bill,  my  Lords,  give  it  fomc 
^  Claim 
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Claim  to  a  (encms  Gofkfideration^  and  did  not  tbe  fntegrky  As.  15.  G«^II, 
and  GafMKity  of  diofe  by  whom  it  was  drawn  up,  exempt         ,>74» 
them  firoBi  Contempt  and  Ridicule,  I  (bould  be  inclined  to  *      *"'  ™ 
treat  a  Law  like  this  with  fome  Degree  of  Leviqr ;  for  who^ 
my  Lords,  can  be  ferioua  when  his  Confcnt  is  defiied  to  a 
Bill,  bj  which  it  is  enaded.  That  Men  (hall  ad   on  certain 
Ocodioas  as  they  fhali  think  mod  expedient. 

'  Nor  is  this,  my  Lords,  the  only  Inftance  of  l^redpi- 
tancy  and  Want  of  Confideradony  for  many  of  the  Injundti- 
otts  arc  without  any  penal  Sandion ;  fo  that  though  wc  ihouid 
)a£i  this  Bill  with  the  greateft  Unanimity,  we  flioold  only 
declare  our  Opinion,  or  ofier  our  Advice,  but  (hould  make 
no  Law;  or  what,  with  Regard  to  the  Purpoies  of  Govern* 
ment,  is  the  fame,  a  Law  which  may  be  broken  without 
Danger. 

'  But  general  Objedions,  my  Lords,  will  naturally  pro- 
dace  general  £valions,  and  a  Debate  may  be  prolongea  with- 
oat  producing  any  clear  View  of  the  Subjed,  or  any  (atis- 
£i&oryDecii]on  of  a  £n^le  Queftion  :  I  fhall  therelore  en- 
deavour toiaageffly  Objedions  in  Order;  and  by  examining 
fingly  every  Paragraph  of  the  Bill,  fhew  the  Weaknefs  of 
fome  Expedients,  the  Superfluity  of  others,  and  the  general 
Tnitnefs  of  the  Whole  to  produce  the  Protedlion  and  Secu- 
rity intnukd  by  it. 

'  Ia  the  firft  Clauie  alone  may  be  found  Inftances  of  all 
tlie  Impropriedes  which  I  have  mentioned  to  your  Lordfhips: 
Itispropoied  that  in  a  Time  of  War  between  this  Kingdom 
sad  any  other  State,  fuch  a  Number  of  Ships  Ihall  be  cm- 
ployed  as  Cruizers  or  Convoys  in  the  Channel,  as  the  Admi- 
ralty ihall  judge  mod  proper  for  that  Purpofe.  What  is  this, 
my  L<mb,  but  to  continue  to  the  Admiralty  the  Power  which 
bstt  been  always  executed  ?  What  is  it  but  to  enadt  that  the 
Ships  (ball  be  ftation'd  in  Time  of  War  as  the  Commi/Iion* 
er$  of  the  Admiralty   fhall  detenninc  and  dired  ? 

*  Of  thefe  Ships,  it  is  furtiier  enadted,  that  they  fhall  be 
careened  three  Times  a  Year,  or  oftner  if  there  fhall  be  Oc- 
ca&m  ;  but  it  is  not  declared  who  fhall  judge  of  the  Necef- 
fiiy  of  careening,  or  who  Ihall  be  punifhed  for  the  Ncgledl 
of  it  when  it  is  reqmfite,  or  for  the  PermilTion  or  Command 
ofit  when  it  is  fupcrfluous. 

*  There  is  yet  another  Regulation,  my  Lords,  in  this 
QanTe,  which  ought  not  to  ho  [  alfed  v/ithout  Remark.  It 
is  provided,  that  the  Suiiors  employed  in  the  Cruizers  and 
Q>nvoys  in  the  Channel,  fhall  not  be  turned  over  but  to  other 
Cruizers  and  Convoys;  by  which  I  iiippofe  it  Was  Intended^ 
that  our  Outguards  fhould  be  prevented  from  being  weakened, 
sndthat  our  Merchants  fhould  never  be  dcfutute  of  Protedion ; 
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t,.ts.  Oeo.  II.  an  EAd  triilv  laudable,  and  which  deferves  to  be  pmnoted 
t74s.         by  icMoe  Euablifliment  better  concerted.    The  Expedient 
^     '  nowpropofed,  feems  to  have  been  contrived  upon  the  Soppo- 
iition,  that  the  Admiralty  may  not  always  be  very  foJicstous 
for  die  Safety  of  the  Merchants,  and  that  therefore  it  is  nccef- 
fary  to  fecure  them  by  a  Law  from  the  Danger  of  behig  de- 
prived of  Protedion  ;   for  upon  the  prefent  £ftabU(hment, 
the  Removal  of  Men  from  one  Ship  to  another  muft  be  made 
by  the  Permiflion  of  the  Admiralty,  and  when  the  Right  of 
fuch  PermifEon  (hall  by  this  Law  be  taken  awav,  what  new 
Security  will  the  Merchants  obtain  ?    The  Aclmiralty  will 
ftill  have  the  Power ,  though  not  of  turning  over  the  Men, 
yet  of  recalling  the  Ships,  and  Commerce  fuller  equally  in 
cither  Cafe. 

*  By  the  fecond  Claufe,  my  Lords,  there  is  ftill  a  Power 
refcrved  to  the  Admiralty,  of  difmiffing  thefe  Guardians  of 
Commerce  from  their  Stations,  and  employing  them  in  Cafe 
of  great  Neceflity  in  the  Line  of  Battle,  on  Uiis  Side  Cape 
Finiflerre.  Not  to  cavil,  my  Lords,  at  the  Term  of  grejt 
Neceflity y  of  which  it  is  apparent  that  the  Commifliofiers  of 
die  Admiralty  arc  to  judge,  I  would  defire  to  be  informed 
what  Meafures  are  to  be  taken,  if  a  Royal  Navy  ftiotild 
unluckily  rove  beyond  this  Cape  which  is  marked  out  asnhe 
vcmofl  Bound  of  the  Power  of  the  Admiralty,  and  ihould 
there  be  reduced  to  the  Neccffity  of  engaging  defpcratcly 
with  a  fuperior  Force,  or  retiring  ignominioufly  berore  it. 
Are  not  our  Ships  to  pafs  a  fingle  League  beyond  their  Limits, 
in  the  Honour  or  Prcfcrvation  of  their  Country  ?  Are  they 
to  lye  unaftive  within  the  Sound  of  the  Battle,  and  wait  for 
tlieir  Enemies  on  this  Side  the  Cape  ? 

*  The  third  Claufe,  my  Lords,  is,  if  not  abfurj  like  the 
former,  yet  fo  imperfe^ly  drawn  up,  that  it  can  produce  no 
Advantage  ;  for  of  what  Ufa  will  it  be  to  fhtion  an  OiEcer 
where  his  Majefty  fliali  think  fit  ?  At  all  the  Royal  Docks 
there  are  Officers  already  ftationed,  and  in  any  other  Place 
what  can  an  Officer  deputed  by  his  Majefty  do  more  than 
hire  Workmen,  who  will  as  chearfully  and  as  diligently  fcrve 
any  other  Perfon  ?  And  why  may  not  the  Captain  of  ^e 
VefTel  procure  Necellaries  for  Money  without  the  Afliftahcc 
of  a  Commiffioner  ? 

*  In  the  Fourth  Claufe,  my  Lords,  nodiing  is  propo&d 
but  what  is  every  Day  pradtifed ;  nor  any  Authority  confer- 
red upon  the  Court  of  Admiralty  than  thatwhidi  it  always 
poflefTed,  punifliing  tliofe  who  difobey  their  Orders.  The 
Provifion  againft  the  Crime  of  wilfully  fpringing  a  Maft  is 
at  leaft  ufelefs  ;  for  when  did  any  Man  admit  that  he  Iprung 
his  Maft  by  Defign  ?  Or  why  (houid  it  be  imagined  that  foch 
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IB  Ad  of  Wickednefsj  fuch  flagrant  Breach  of  Truftan^  As.  i5.Gc^l^ 
apfMrartDefenioii  of  Duty,  woald  in  tbe  prefent  State  of       174a- 
the  Navy  tfcape  the  feyeteft  PuniHunent  ?   Would  not  all  ' 
the  Officers  aad  Marines  on  Board  the  Ship  fee  that  fuch  9^ 
Thing  was  wilfbUy  done  ?  Would  not  they  cry  out,— »'^  You 
^' are  fprioging  the  Maft,*' and  prevent  it^  or  difcover  the 
Ciiae,  and  demand  Punilhment  ? 

'  Tbe  fifdi  Clanfe,  my  Lords,  is  without  any  penal  Sanc- 
tion, and  therefore  cannot  be  compulfive ;  nor  is  anv  Thin^r 
of  Importance  propo&d  in  it,  which  is  not  already  in  the 
Power  of  the  Parliament.  Either  Houfe  may  demand  an 
Accoont  of  the  Stations  and  Employments  of  the  Ships  of 
War ;  nor  does  the  Parliament  now  omit  to  examine  the 
Coodoft  of  onr  Naval  Affiurs,  but  becanie  our  Attention  is 
ilirerted  by  more  important  Employments,  which  will  not  by 
this  Bill  be  contnded  or  facilitated. 

'  Tbt  Ufe  of  the  Provifion  in  thefixth  Clauie,  my  Lords, 
I  am  not  Mc  to  conceive;  for  to  what  Purpofe,  my  Lords, 
Ihooid  tbe  Ships  appointed  for  any  particular  Service  be  no- 
ninated  at  any  ftated  Time  i  What  Confequence  can  fodi 
Dcdsrsdons  of  onr  Defigns  produce,  but  that  of  informine 
oor  Enemies  what  Force  they  ought  to  provide  againft  us  1 
la  Wsr,  my  Lords,  that  Commander  has  generally  been 
cAecflBed  nioft  prudent,  who  keeps  bis  Defigns  moft  iecret, 
uui  afiaidts  the  Enemy  in  an  unguarded  Qiuirtcr  with  fupc- 
liorand  mexpefled  Strength. 

*  la  the  ieventh  Clauie,  many  Regulations  arc  prefcribed 
to  the  Commajiders  of  thoie  Ships  which  are  appointed  to 
wavoy  tbe  trading  Veflels.  Thefe  Regulations,  my  Lords, 
ait  not  all  equally  unreaibnable,butfome  of  them  are  fuch  as 
it  may  on  miny  Occafions  be  impofllble  for  the  Commanders 
of  his  Majefty's  Ships  to  obferve  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  that 
ti»  Mafterr  of  Merchants  Ships  may  not  imagine  themfelves 
Kgiedted  or  forftken^  The  Captain  of  the  Convoy  may  be 
^itfore  harafled  by  them  with  Profecutions,  in  which  it 
™y  be  difficult  to  make  bis  Innocence  appear.  The  Con- 
^may  be  fometimes  accufed  of  deferting  the  Traders, 
*hcn  the  Traders  in  Reality  have  forfaken  tlie  Convoy,  in 
^fofidence  that  they  (hould  either  arrive  fafe  at  the  Port 
^ithont  Protection,  or  be  able  if  they  (hould  happen  to  fall 
>Mo  the  Enemies  Hands,  to  charge  their  Misfortune  upon 
^  N^Ugence  of  their  ProtftSor. 

'  The  eighth  Claufe,  my  Lords,  is  fo  far  from  being  fuch 
^  migbi  be  expe^ed  from  Merchants,  that  it  ieems  rather 
to  have  been  drawn  up  by  iMen  who  never  (aw  the  Sea,  nor 
^^ttd  of  ^le  Violence  of  a  Storm :  For  who  that  bad  the 
^■^ttcft  Idea  of  the  Ui^ertainty   and  Hazard  of  a  Sailor's 

Condition, 
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fS»CJ«o.n.  Condition,  whd  that  had  been  ever  told  of  a  Shipwreck,  of 
^^     ,  but  looked  on  the  Piftiires  of  a  Naval  Diftrefs,    would  pro- 
""*^  nofe  that  no  Ship  fhould  retire  to  a  Harbour,  or  <|ait  the 

station  to  which  it  was  alTigncd,  on  any  Pretence  whatfo* 
ever,  without  Permiffion  ;  which  fometimcs  couW  not  be 
obtained  in  many  Months,  and  which  never  coald  be  re- 
ceived foon  enough  to  allow  of  a  Remedy  for  fudden  Di(a- 
fiers  or  prefling  Calamities.  It  might  with  cqnai  Reafon 
be  ena^ed,  that  no  Man  fhould  extinguifli  a  Fire  without 
an  Aft  of  Parliament,  or  repel  a  Thief  from  his  Window 
without  a  CommiiEon  of  Array. 

*  It  is  happy,  my  Lords,  that  this  Clanfe  is  not  enforced 
by  a  Penalty,  and  therefore  can  never  have  the  obligatory 
Sanftion  of  a  Law  ;  bntfinceitmay  reafonablybcluppofed, 
that  the  Authors  of  it  intended  that  the  Obiervation  ihould 
be  by  fome  Means  or  othcif  enjoined,  let  us  examine  how 
much  Security  it  would  add  to  our  Navigation,  and  how 
much  Strength  to  our  Naval  Power,  if  the  Breadi  of  it  had 
been  made  capital,  which  is  in  itfelf  by  no  Means  unreafon- 
able ;  for  what  Punifhment  lefs  than  Death  can  fecure  the 
OWervation  of  a  Law,  which,  without  the  Hazard  of  Life, 
cannot  be  obeyed  ? 

*  Let  us  therefore,  my  Lords,  fuppofe  a  Crew  of  gallant 
Sailors  furprized  in  their  Cruize  by  fuch  a  Hunicaxic  as  is 
frequent  inthe  ^tf/?-/»^/tf  Seas,  which  the  highdl  Perfection 
ofSkill,  and  the  utmoft  Exertion  of  Indufby  has  fcarcely 
enabled  them  to  efcape;  let  us  conHder  them  now  with  their 
Mafts  broken,  their  Ship  fhattered,  and  their  Artillery  thrown 
into  the  Sea,  unable  any  longer  either  to  oppofe  an  Enemy, 
or  to  refill  the  Waves,  and  yet  forbidden  to  approach  the 
Land,  and  ait  off  from  all  Poflibility  of  Relief,  til!  they 
have  reprefented  their  Diftrefs  to  fome  diftant  Power,  and 
received  a  gracious  Permiflion  to  fave  their  Lives. 

*  Mifery  like  this,  my  Lords,  admits  no  Exaggeration ^ 
ilor  need  I  dwell  long  on  the  Abfurdity  of  eftaWiflung  Re- 
gulations which  cannot  be  obferved;  and  which  if  they  were 
enforced  by  any  San^ions  proportioned,  as  all  penal  Sandtlons 
ought  to  be,  to  the  Temptations  of  idolating  them,  mufl 
drive  all  our  Sailors  into  foreign  Service,  or  urge  them,  open 
the  firft  Diftrefs,  to  Defiance  of  Law,  and  fill  the  JVeft-lndles 
with  Pyrates  and  with  Rebels. 

*  By  the  ninth  Claufe,  my  Lords,  nothing  is  propofcd 
but  a  Relaxation  of  the  prefent  Difoipline.  It  requires,  that 
the  Commanders  of  Ships  of  War  fliall  fend  only  once  in 
fix  Months  thofe  Accounts  of  their  Condu^  and  their  Ser- 
vice, which  they  are  at  prefent  obliged  to  tranfinit  by  every 
Ship  that  returns  from  the  Wffi-fndits ;  fo  that  by  paffin^ 
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this  fSilf  ve  Aall  only  be  diftbled  from  receiving  rejgfultr  An.  15.  Cm,  II# 
aiHiibdbnablelnformtdonsof  theXrantftftionsofourdufamt  .       '74^ 
Sqixadrons  and  Colonies,  fhall  be  difturbed  with  groundiefs 
Snipickms,  and  tortured  Mfith  nnneceflary  Snlpence. 

*  I  have  arrived  at  length  at  the  laft  Claufe ;  a  Claufir,  my 
Lordly  worthy  to  be  the  concluding  Paragriiph  of  a  Bill 
like  this  ;  a  CUuie  in  which  the  Power  of  the  Admiralty  is 
commnnicated  to  the  Governors  of  our  Colonies  :  Men,  my 
Lords,  not  hitherto  much  celebrated  for  their  fuperior  Wii- 
dom,  Moderation,  or  Integrity  ;  of  whom  at  lead  it  is  no 
Reproach  to  oflert,  that  th^  are  known  to  be  for  the  mod 
part  ^riiolly  unacquainted  with  Maritime  Afikirs,  and  very 
little  &ined  for  Military  Knowledge ;  and  of  whom  it  is  a- 
bovc  aii  to  be  confidered,  that  they  generally  commence. 
Mercfaftiits  at  thor  Arrival  in  the  fi^e/f  Indies^  and  may 
more  probably  dired  Ships  fent  to  guard  the  Colonies,  to 
Seatiotts  in  which  they  may  preferve  their  own  Veflels,  diaa 
to  thole  where  they  may  contribute  mod  to  the  genenil  Se* 
cority  of  Trade. 

*-  Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  examined  without  Prejudice 
n^ery  Paragraph  of  this  Bill,  and  believe  that  from  the  Ob- 
jafboos  which  I  have  made,  it  appears  now  plainly  to  your 
LonUhips  that  all  .the  Regulations,  which  are  of  any  ufe, 
are  focb  as  are  already  eflabiifhed  by  long  Cuilom,  or  by 
fonner  Statutes  ;  and  fuch  therejR>re  as  is  unneceflary  to 
mention  in  a  new  Law  ;  and  that  whatever  is  here  to  be 
^3imd  ocw  is  abfurd,  unintelligible  or  pernicious. 

*  This  Bill,  my  Lords,  is  laid  to  he  founded  on  the  AA 
made,  £ot  the  fame  Purpofe,  in  the  Wars  of  Queen 
./vav;  tmt  I  cannot  forbear  to  o4>ferve  that  the  original  Law, 
tbo'  not  one  of  thofeto  which  much  of  theSucceis  of  that 
War  is  to  be  afcribed,  was  drawn  up  with  more  Di(cem- 
ri^nt  than  the  Bill  bdfore  us.  It  was  at  lead  intetli- 
^le  ;  the  Number  of  Cruizers  was  limited,  and  it  was 
:herefi>re  poflible  to  know  when  it  was  obeyed  ;  but  of  this 
3111 1  can  confidently  aflert,  that  as  no  Man  can  undeiiland, 
ib  00  Man  can  obferve  it. 

*  I  have  fpoken  more  largely,  my  Lords,  on  this  Occa« 
iion,  becanie  this  Bill  relates  particularly  to  my  prefent  Em- 
ployment ;  in  which  as  I  defire  to  do  my  Duty  I  d^re  to 
Liow  it:  And  fureiy  I  cannot  be  condemned  by  your  Lord* 
Hiips  for  oppofing  a  Bill  of  which  the  only  Tenciency  is  to- 
loake  my  Province  difficult ;  to  render  one  Part  of  my  Office 
;22coa(iftent  with  another,  and  engage  me  in  the  Tafk  of  fu- 
perintendiag  the  Execution  of  impradlicable  Meafures. 

^  What  Influence  my  Arguments  will  have  upon  your 
LordiUps^  I  cannot  forefee.    As  every  Man  flatters  himfeif 
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Aa.i5«Oeo.  11  ^t  hli  own  Opinioas  are  rig^,  I  hope  to  find  chisiloure 
i74».        concurring  in  my  Sentiments  ;    but  whatever  may  be  the 

Chi*^V^iW  Determination  oh  your  Lord/hipS|  I  am  ib  fully  convinced  of 
the  pernicious  Tendency  of  this  Bill^  and  the  Embaraflments 
which  mufi  be  produced  by  an  Attempt  to  execute  it,  that 
if  it  be  not  reje^ed  by  thi^  HouCe,  I  maU  willingly  refign 
my  Office  to  others  of  more  Courage  and  greater  Abilities  ; 
for  I  can  have  no  Hopes  of  performing  my  Duty  under  tiiefc 
ReftridlionSy  cither  to  my  own  Honour,  or  to  the  Advantage 
of  my  Country* 

ThcDukeof  jff<^r^;v/fpoke  next  to  the  following  E0ed : 
D.  of  Bcdibrd.  My  hordsy 

*  Though  the  noble  Lord  has  produced  very  fpecious  Ar- 
guments againft  eyery  Paragraph  of  the  Bill  before  us,  and 
though  many  of  his  Oblervations  are  jufl,  and  fome  of  his 
Obje^ioQS  not  ealQy  to  be  anfwered  ;  yet  I  cannot  admit  that 
it  will  produce  thofe  fatal  Confequences  which  he  feems  to 
forefee^  nor  am  I  yet  convinced  that  it  will  be  either  pernici- 
ous or  iifelefs. 

'  It  has  alwaysy  ray  Lords,  been  die  Prance  of  this  Houfe 
to  attend  to  every  Propofal  for  the  publick  Advantage,  to  con- 
iider  it  without  any  Regard  to  the  CharaAer  ot  thofe  by 
whom  it  is. offered,  and  to  approve  or  rejed  it  upon  no  other 
Motives  than  thofe  of  Juftice  and  Reafon. 

^  The  fame  Equity  and  Prudence  has  always  influenced 
your  Lordfhips  to  diftinguifh  between  the  feveral  Parts  of 
the  fame  Bill ;  to  rejedk  Siofe  Expedients,  of  which  however 
plaufible,  either  Experience  or  Reafon  may  difcover  the 
Impropriety,  and  to  retain  thofe  from  which  any  real  Bene- 
fit can  reaionably  be  expeded.  We  fhould  never  throw  away 
Gold  becamfe  it  is  mingled  with  Drofs,  or  refiife  to  promote 
the  Happinefs  of  the  Nation,  becaufe  the  Expedients  which 
were  onered  for  that  End  happened  to  be  conjoined  with 
ibme  others  of  a  difputable  Nature. 

'  By  theProfecuttonofthis  Method,  a  Method,  my  Lords, 
too  rational  and  jufl  to  be  nede^led  or  forgotten,  I  doubt 
not  but  this  Bill,  which  aji  I  (hall  readily  admit,  is  not  yet 
perfefl,  may  be  improved  into  a  Law,  from  which  tlie  Na- 
tion will  receive  great  Advantages,  by  which  our  Trade  will 
be  extended  and  our  Riches  encreafed. 

^  Many  of  the  Claufes,  my  Lords,  may,  in  my  Opinion, 
admit  of  an  eafy  Vindication  ;  others  may  be  amended  by 
very  flight  Alterations,  and  very  few  are  either  wholly  ufe- 
Icfs,  or  manifefily  improper. 

'  The  chief  Defc<5l  ot  the  firft  Claufe,  is  fuch,  that  the 
n.oble  Lord  has,  by  declaring  his  Difapprobation  of  it,  ^* 
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wm  a  very  uncommon  Proof  of  his  Integrity,  Difinterefted-  An.  rs*  Gee.  II* 
ncis  and  Moderation ;  for  it  is  tmperfed  only  by  olacing  too  ,     .'^trL 
much  Confidence  in  the  Admiralnr,  which  is  teft  in  full 
Power  to  determine  the  Number  of  Cruizert  in  or  near  the 
Channel  and  Soondings. 

^  The  noble  Lord  has  remarked,  that  the  A€t  of  Queen 
.//r^^y  on  which  the  prefent  Bill  is  founded,  cxM&cd  a  deter- 
minate Number  of  Ships  to  be  employed  in  this  particular 
Service,  and  that  it  was  therefore  more  prudently  drawn  up 
than  the  prefent  Bill.  But  I  cannot  lee  the  WilHom  of  di- 
mimlhing  the  Authority  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral  y  for  had 
that  Adion  been  extended  in  the  fiune  Manner  to  other  Ser* 
vices,  it  would  have  left  him  only  the  Name  and  Shadow  of 
an  Office  without  Power  and  without  Ufc. 

*  This  Claufe,  my  Lords,  rightly  underftood,  is  only  a 
Declaiation  of  Confiidence  in  his  Majefty^s  Officers,  an  evi- 
dent Conieffion  of  their  Abilities  to  difcem  the  Intereft  of  the 
Poblick,  and  of  their  Zeal  for  the  Prolecution  pf  it. 

'  With  as  little  Reafon,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  obje&ed, 
diat  the  Ships  are  required  to  be  careened  three  times  a  Year. 
The  Kecemty  of  careening  frequently  thoie  Ships  of  which 
the  ^lief  Uie  arifes  from  their  Swifrnefs,  every  Sailor  can 
decbat  to  your  Lordlhms ;  nor  will  any  Man,  whom  hil  £m- 
plo^vients  or  his  Amutements  have  made  acquainted  with 
Nav^gatiott,  alledge  that  any  lldng  is  proposed  in  the  Bill 
which  it  would  not  be  detrimental  to  tlie  publick  Service  to 
nc^led. 

<  It  has  been  objeAed  by  the  noble  Lord,  Aat  they  are 
Sxc£bed  to  be  careened  oftncr,  if  thete  be  Occafion,  Terms 
by  which  a  difcretionary  Power  is  hnplied,  of  which  yet  it 
does  not  appear  in  whole  Hands  it  is  lodged.  Let  us  confi* 
der,  my  Lords,  what  Inconvenience  can  arife  from  the 
Claule  as  it  now  (lands,  and  what  Corruption  or  Negligence 
can  be  encouraged  by  it. 

'  The  difcretionary  Right  of  bringing  the  Ship  into  the 
Pons  to  be  careened  ofrner  than  thrice  a  Year,  muR  be  ^th* 
oat  ControveHy  placed  in  the  Captain ;  for  none  but  tholfc 
that  are  in  the  Ship  can  difcover  the  Neoeffity  of  careening 
ity  or  know  the  Inconveniencies  that  are  produced  by  the 
Adhefion  of  extraneous  Subftances  to  its  Sides  and  Bottom. 

'  I  own,  mv  Lords,  it  may  be  objeAed,  that  evcty  Cap- 
tain will  by  diis  Claufe  be  fumifhcd  with  an  Kxcdc  tor  de- 
fertbg  his  Station  at  Pleafure;  that  under  Pretence  of  un« 
common  Ardour  to  purfue  the  Enemy,  he  mav  wafle  hit 
Time  in  endlefs  Preparations  for  Rxpeditions ;  uiat  he  mav 
loiter  in  the  Port  to  careen  his  Ship,  that,  before  it  is  foul, 
he  may  bring  it  back  again^  and  employ  the  Crew  in  the 
^Qt;  Vin.-  N  fame 
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An.  15.  Geo.  II.  fame  Operation  ;  and  that  our  Merchants  may  be  taken  at 
174^         the  Mouth  of  the  Harbours  in  which  our  Sliips  of  War  lie 
'  to  be  careened. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  in  the  third 
Claufe  a  CommiiRoner  is  appointed,  by  whom  Accounts  are 
regularly  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Admiralty  of  the  Arrival 
and  Departure  of  every  Ship,  and  by  whom  the  Conduft  of 
every  Captain  is  to  be  infpcded,  and  that  he  may  eafily  de- 
tc&  fuch  Commanders,  as  fhall  careen  their  Ships  only  for 
the  Sake  of  deferting  their  Stations. 
4  *  Kof  can  the  Merchants  fuffer  by  any  Negligence  or  Cor- 
ruption of  the  Captains,  becaufe  it  is  intended  that  the  Place 
or  every  Ship  returning  into  Port  fhall  be  fupplied  by  ano- 
ther, and  that  the  fame  Number  fhall  be  always  in  the  fame 
Station,  unlefs  fome  more  important  Service  makes  them 
more  neceflary  in  another  Place. 

*  This  Provifo,  my  Lords,  a  Provifb  undoubtedly  reafo- 
nable,  is  ellabli/hed  in  the  fecond  Claufe,  but  has  not  had 
the  good  Fortune  to  efcape  the  Cenfure  of  the  noble  Lord, 
who  has  enquired,  What  muft  be  the  Condudt  of  the  Com- 
manders oi  cruizing  Veffels,  if  a  Sca-Fight  fhould  happen 
beyond  the  Cape  which  they  are  in  this  Claufe  forbidden  to 
pafs  ? 

*  That  the  Claufe  may  admit  of  Exprcffions  not  only 
more  proper,  but  more  agreeable  to  the  Intention  of  thole 
by  whom  it  was  drawn  up  I  cannot  deny  ;  for  I  fuppofc  it 
to  be  very  far  from  their  Defign  to  lunit  the  Operations  of 
our  Navy  to  any  Part  of  the  Ocean,  and  I  am  confident  that 
they  meant  only  that  the  Cruizcrs  fliould  not  be  difpatched 
to  fuch  a  Diftancc  from  their  Stations,  as  that  our  Coafls 
fhould  be  left  long  unguarded,  or  the  Enemy  to  have  Time 
to  colledt  his  Forces,  and  pour  his  Navies  or  his  Privateers 
upon  our  defencclefs  Traders. 

*^  If  by  the  Commiffioners  mentioned  in  the  third  Claufe 
be  intended  a  new  Swarm  of  Officers,  the  Propofition  is 
fuch  as  I  confef s  myfelf  very  far  from  approving,  for  it  will 
be  to  very  little  Purpofe  that  we  protect  the  Trade,  if  wc 
invent  new  Commiflioners  to  devour  its  Profits ;  nor  can  we 
hope  for  any  other  Confequcnce  from  additional  Wealth, 
if  It  he  procured  by  increafing  the  Influence  of  the  Crown, 
but  that  we  fhould  become  a  more  tempting  Prey  to  the 
Harpies  of  a  Court. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  to  accomplifh  all  that  is  intended  by 
this  Claufe,  there  is  not  any  Need  of  new  Officers,  for  there 
are  not  many  Ports  in  which  Ships  of  War  can  be  commodi- 
oufly  careened,  and  there  is  perhaps  not  one  which  can  be 
ufed  for  that  Purpofe,  in  which  there  is  not  already  fomc 
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Officer  of  the  Crown,  whofe  Employment  allows  him  Lei-  An.  15.  Geo,  TI- 
lure  Efficient   for    the  Kxecntion  of  a  new  Charge,   and  '74^. 

wbofe   prefent  Salary  will  aiFord  an  ample  Recompencc  for 
fonie  cafua]  Addition  of  Employment, 

*  The  fourth  Claufe,  in  which  it  is  provided,  that  no  Com- 
mander flialJ  wilfully  fpring  his  Mafl,  or  defert  his  Station, 
is  fuch  as  I  fhould  be  willing,  with  the  noble  Lord,  to  think 
unneceflary  ;  butmnft  appeal  to  your  Lordlhips  whether  the 
late  Condu^  of  the  Convoy 5  has  not  too  evidently  (how a  the 
DekSt  of  our  pre(ent  EftablKhmcnt. 

*  The  Injuries,  my  Lords,  which  the  Publlck  may  fufFer 
by  the  Negligence  of  the  Commanders  of  the  Ships  of  War, 
arc  fuch  as  it  is  worthy  of  the  Legiflature  to  obviate  with 
the  utmoft  Caution,  ana  therefore  it  is  by  no  means  impro- 
per to-cnadl  a  Punilhment  for  thofe  who  fhall  upon  any  falfe 
Pretences  leave  their  Station ;  for  though  fuch  Negleft  of 
Duty  is,  in  the  pre(cnt  State  of  our  naval  Ellablifhrnent,  con- 
fidercd  as  difreputable  and  irregular,  yet  it  does  not  appear 
that  it  has  been  cenfured  with  the  Deteflation  which  it^de- 
ferves,  or  punifhed  with  the  Severity  necefTary  to  its  Preven- 
tioa« 

*  It  is  obferved,  my  Lords,  with  relation  to  the  follow- 
ing Paragraph,  that  either  Houfe  may  at  prefent  require  Ac- 
counts of  the  Conduct  of  the  Captains  of  the  Navy,  and  that 
therefore  it  is  unneceflary  to  provide  by  any  new  Law,  that 
they  fliall  be  laid  before  them  ;  but  if  it  be  contidered,  my 
Lords,  bow  many  Enquiries  which  we  have  a  Right  to  make, 
are  Year  after  Year  conftantly  omitted,  and  how  many  may 
be  excited  by  Curiofity  to  read  Accounts  which  lie  before 
them,  who  yet  wilJ  not  move  the  Houfe  to  demand  the  Ac- 
counts, or  engage  in  the  Debate  which  fuch  a  Motion  may 
produce,  it  will  not  be  thought  unneceflary  to  provide  that 
^ty  fliall  be  fubjeft  to  Examination  without  the  Formality 
of  a  regular  Vote. 

'  As  to  the  fixth  Claufe,  my  Lords,  which  regards  the 
domination  of  Convoys  at  a  certain  Time,  I  can  difcover  no 
rcafonable  Objections  to  fuch  a  Provifion,  or  none  that  can 
preponderate  agaiuft  the  Advantages  which  may  arife  from 
^t.  By  the  certain  Eftablifhment  of  Convoys,  the  Value  of 
Iiifurance  may  be  nearly  fixed.  Merchants  will  know  what 
<^onfidence  is  to  be  repofed  in  the  Force  of  the  Ships,  and 
what  they  have  perhaps  had  of  late  equal  Reafon  toexaminey 
how  much  Truft  can  be  placed  in  the  Fidelity  of  the  Com- 
manders. 

*  The  Nomination  of  Convoys,  my  Lords,  is  in  my  Opi- 
nion more  likely  to  afright  our  Enemies  and  to  deter  their 
Attempts,  than  to  encourage  them  by  the  Information  which  it 
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Aa.  i5.Geo.  U  will  afford  them  ;    for  nothing  but  our  own  Negligence  can 
Z74**         conceal  from  us  the  naval  Strength  of  any  Power  on  Earth, 
^  and  we  may  always^  while  we  arc  careful  to  prelerve  our 
maritime  Superiority,  protect  oor  Merchants  fo  powerfully, 
that  none  ot  our  Enemies  (hall  be  incited  to  attack  them  by 
the  Knowledge  of  the  Number  and  Force  of  the  Ships  ap- 
pointed for  then-  Defence. 

*  I  come  now,  my  Lords,  to  theievcnth  Claufe:  Andfurely 
to  afcertain  the  Duties  of  the  Captains  to  whofc  Protedlion 
our  trading  Veflels  are  intrufted,  cannot  appear  (tiperiluous 
to  any  of  your  Lordfhips  who  have  read  the  Lifts  of  our 
i^fles,  heard  the  Complaints  of  our  Merchants,  or  made  a- 
ny  Enquiry  into  tbe  Condud  of  our  Sea-Captains.  There 
is,  I  fear,  too  much  Reafbn  to  believe,  that  fonie  of  them 
have,  with  prem^tated  Dciign,  deferted  the  Traders  in 
Places  where  they  have  known  them  mofl  expofed  to  the  In- 
curfions  of  the  Enemy  ;  and  it  is  to  the  laft  Degree  evident 
that  otbershave  manifeftedfuch  Contempt  of  the  Merchants^ 
and  fach  a  Difregard  of  their  Intereft,  as  may  moft  juftly 
cxpofe  them  to  the  Sufpidon  of  very  driminal  Negligence,  of 
Negligence  which  no  Community  can  be  too  watchful  agtinft^ 
or  too  (everely  puni(h. 

*  It  has  been  affirmed  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  it  is  not 
equitable  to  fubjed  the  Commanders  of  Convoys  to  Penalties 
fortlieLofsof  the  trading  Vef&is,  which  may  perhaps  d- 
ther  raihly  or  negligently  quit  thdr  Protedion.  That  it  is 
not  reafbnable  to  fubjcdl  them  to  Penalties  is  ondoabtedly 
true  ;  but,  my  Lords,  it  is  far  from  bein^  equally  certain, 
that  it  is  not  iuft  to  ex|K)fe  them  to  a  Tnal,  in  a  Cafe  in 
which  it  muft  be  almoft  impoffible  to  determine  felfly  ;  in 
a  Cafe  where  the  Crews  of  perhaps  twenty  Ships  may  be 
called  as  Witnefles  of  their  Condud,  and  where  ^one  but 
thoie  whole  Ships  are  loft  can  be  under  the  1^  T^bpution 
to  offer  a  falfe  Te ftimony  againii  them. 

'  On  this  Occafion,  my  Lords,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
obviate  the  Objedion  produced  by  the  feeming  Omifllon  of 
penal  San^ons  ;  which  is  only  another  Proof  of  implicitc 
Confidence  in  the  Officers  of  the  Admiralty,  who  have  al- 
ready the  Power,  allowed  to  Military  Courts,  of  proceeding 
againft  tho(e  who  ftiall  deviate  from  their  Orders.  This 
Power,  which  is  in  a  great  Degree  difcreti^uiry,  it  was 
thought  improper  to  limit,  by  af certaining  the  PunifhUient 
of  Crimes,  which  (b  many  Circumftances  fliay  aggravate  or 
diminini ;  and  therefore,  in  my  Opinion,  this  Clauie  is  far 
from  being  fo  defedive  as  the  noble  Lord  reprefented  it. 

*  The  three  laft  Claufes,  by  which  the  Shjps  in  the  fVefl- 
JSkA// are  prohibited  to  leave  their  Station^  by  wUkb  it  isre« 
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quired  that  Accounts  flumld  be  once  in  fix  Months  tranfinit- Aa,  15.  Geo.  ll. 
ted  to  the  Admiralty,  and  by  wfaidi  tbe  Captains  are  fubjeded        1 74a. 
to  the  Command  of  the  Governors  of  oar  Colonies^  are  in 
my  C^nion  juftly  to  be  cenfured.    The  firft  is  impoilible  to 
be  oblerved,  the  (econd  is  unneceilary,  and  the  third  wiU 
probably  produce  more  Inconveniences  than  Benefits. 

'  Thns,  my  Lords,  I  have  endeavoured  to  (how  that  this 
Bill,  though  not  perfed,  is  yet  fach  as  with  fome  Emendati* 
ons  may  produce  great  Advantages  to  the  Traders  of  this 
Kingdom.  For  though  it  is  undoubtedly  a  juft  Obfervationy 
that  the  Snccefs  of  MiHury  Attempts  cannot  be  promoted  by 
rigid  Re&idlions  and  minute  Regulations,  yet  it  is  equally 
certain,  that  no  Nation  has  yet  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  hie 
ferved  by  Men  of  Integrity  faperior  to  Laws,  or  of  Wifdom 
fupetior  to  Inftrudions  ;  and  every  Government  has  found 
it  neccflary  to  diredt  the  Conduct  of  its  Officers  by  general 
Rnles,  though  they  have  been  allowed  to  comply  with  par- 
ticular Circumftances,  andtogive  way  to  fudden  Accidents. 

'  I  think  it  therefore,  my  Lords,  neceilary  to  propoie  that 
this  Bill  (hall  be  more  particularly  exanuned  m  a  Com- 
ifkittee,  that  after  having  received  the  neceflary  Exphnaci- 
oos  and  Amendments,  it  may  be  referred  again  to  the  other 
Hode. 


The  Lord  Delawar  (poke  wMOU  ^^^  Delawv. 

My  Lords  f 

'  The  Noble  Didce  has,  by  hit  Arguments  in  favour  of 
this  Bill,  given  a  very  eminent  Proof  of  great  Abilities ;  he 
has  fit  wn  every  ClauJein  that  Lisht,  which  may  lead  ex- 
pole  to  View  its  Improprieties  ana  Defers,  bin  has  at  length 
only  (hown  that  it  is  not  impofTible  to  make  it  a  ufeful  Law, 
for  the  Poroofes  mentioned  in  the  Title  of  this  Bill  ;  not 
that  any  ot  the  Expedients  now  propofed  will  afford  the  de- 
iired  Advantage  to  the  Publick,  or  obviate  any  of  the  In- 
coQveniencies  of  which  die  Traders  have  lb  long  and  fo 
importunately  comphun'd. 

'  This  Bill,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  founded  upon  a  Law 
made  in  a  Reign  celebrated  for  the  Wifdom  of  our  Condudl 
and  the  Sucoefs  of  our  Arms  ;  but  it  will  not,  I  fuppofe,  he 
aflerted,  that  nothing  was  even  in  that  Period  111  conduced; 
nor  will  it  be  an  Argument,  fuffident  for  the  J  unification  of 
an  £xpe£ent,thatitwaspra&iled  in  the  vidorious  Reign 
of  Queen  Anne. 

*  If  we  enquire  into  the  Conftquences  of  that  Law,  we 
ihall  find  no  Inducements  to  revive  it  on  this  or  any  future 
Occafion.  For  it  had  no  other  Effc^l  than  that  of  expoT- 
ing  us  to  our  Enemies  by  dividing  our  Forces  ;  a  Diladvanr 
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An.  xj.Om.  Il.'^gc  of  which  wc  (bon  found  the  EfFcAs  by  the  Lois  of  two 
174*.       large  Ships  of  Seventy  Guns,  and  of  a  Multitude  of  trading 
Veflels,  which,  by  that  Diminution  of  our  naval  Armament, 
neceflarily  fell  into  the  Hands  of  Privateers  and  fmall  Gruifers 
that  ravaged  the  Ocean  without  Fear  of  Moleftation. 

*  If  we  examine  the  prefcnt  Eflabliftiment  of  our  Navy, 
my  Lords,  it  will  be  difcovered  that  nothing  is  propofed  in 
this  Bill  which  is  not  more  efficacioufly  performed  by  the 
Methods  now  in  Ufe,  and  more  judicioufly  cftablifhed  by 
Laws  of  which  long  Experience  has  (hewn  the  Ufeftilnefs. 
This,  my  Lords,  will  eafily  appear  from  tlic  Perfual  of  the 
Orders  which  every  Gommander  of  a  Gonvoy  regularly  re- 
ceives, and  of  the  printed  Rules,  eftablifhed  by  his  Majefty 
in  Council,  for  the  Royal  Navy. 

*'  In  ibcfe,  my  Lords,  much  more  is  apprehended  than 
.can  properly  be  inferted  in  a  Law  not  occauonally  variable, 
nor  do  I  tijink  any  Thing  omitted  which  an  experienced 
and  candid  Ii)quircr  will  think  ufcful  to  the  Increafc  of  our 
naval  Strength,  or  n^cfllary  to  the  Prote<5lion  of  our  Com- 
merce. 

^  In  coniiJering  this  Bill,  I  (hall  not  trouble  your  Lord- 
fliips  with  a  minute  Confideratlon  of  every  fingle  Paragraph, 
tho'  every  Paragraph  miglit  furniHi  Opportunity  for  Animad- 
verfions  ;  but  fhall  content  rnyfelf  with  endeavouring  to 
evince  the  Reafonablenefs  of  Tome  of  the  Objedlions  made 
by  the  Noble  Lord  who  fpokc  firft,  and  enforcing  his  Opi- 
nion with  fiich  Arguments  as  have  occured  to  me  ;  tho'  in- 
deed it  requires  no  uncommon  Sagacity  to  difcover,  or  fupe- 
rior  Skill  to  prove,  that  where  this  Bill  will  produce  any 
Alteration  in  our  prefent  Scheme,  it  will  manleflly  change 
it  for  the  worle. 

*  For  furcly,  my  Lords,  it  will  not  be  neceflary  to  /hew, 
by  any  elaborate  and  reHned  Reafoning,  the  Abfurdity  of 
confining  Cruizers  to  particular  Stations,  with  an  abfblutc 
Prohibition  to  depart  from  them,  whatever  may  be  the  Cer- 
tainty of  E)eflrudlion,  or  Profpedi  of  Advantage. 

*  If  the  Intention  of  cruizing  Ships  is  to  annoy  the  Ene- 
mies of  this  Nation  ought  tliey  to  be  deprived  of  the  Li- 
berty of  purfuing  them  ?  If  they  aredefigned  for  the  Pro- 
jedlion  of  oiir  Merchants,  muft  they  not  be  allowed  to  at- 
tend them  till  they  are  out  of  Danger? 

'  Every  one,  my  Lords,  has  had  Opportunities  of  obierv- 
\\}g  that  there  are  Men  who  are  wholly  engrolTed  by  tlie  pre- 
fcnt Jfomenf,  ami  who,  if  they  Can  procure  immoderate  Pro- 
fit, or  ^fcape  any  impending  banger,  are  without  the  lead 
Solicitude  witli  regard  to  Futurity,  and  who,  therefore,  live 
only  by  the  Hour,  without  any  general  Scheme  of  Condu^, 

or 


(     199    > 
or  (olid  Foundation  of  lafting  Happinefs,  and  who  conic-  An.  25.  Cco.lL 
qnently  are  lor  ever  obliged  to  vary  their  Mealares,  and  c4>«        >74a- 
viate  every  new  Accident  by  fomc  new  Contrivance. 

*  By  Men  of  this  Difpofition,  my  Lords,  a  Temper  by 
which  they  are  certainly  very  little  qualified  for  LegiHators, 
the  Bill  now  before  usfeems  to  have  been  drawn  up ;  for  their 
Attention  is  evidently  (b  enj^ged  by  the  prefent  Occurrences^ 
that  there  is  no  Place  left  ^r  any  Regard  to  di(tant  Contin- 
gencies. The  Conclufion  of  this  War  is  to  them  the  Period 
of  human  Exigence,  the  End  of  all  Difcord  and  all  Policy. 
They  confider  Spain  as  the  only  Enemy  with  whom  we  can 
ever  be  at  Variance,  and  have  therefore  drawn  up  a  Law,  a 
Law  without  any  Limitation  of  Time,  to  enable  us  to  op- 
po(c  her.  They  have,  with  great  Induftry  and  long  Searches, 
diicover'd,  that  Cruizers  on  this  Side  Cape  Finifterref  may 
be  of  Ufc  againft  tht  Spaniards ,  and  propoie  therefore,  that 
in  all  Times  of  War  they  are  to  be  difpatchcd  to  that  indi- 
vtdual  Station,  tho'  we  mould  be  engaged  in  Dilputes  with 
the  Northern  Crowns,  or  fit  out  Fleets  to  make  Conquefts 
in  the  Eafl  Indies. 

'  In  all  our  Wars,  my  Lords,  however  judicioufly  con- 
certed and  however  happily  concluded,  the  Pleafures  of 
Succefs  have  been  abated  by  the  Mortification  of  Lodes,  and 
ibme  Complaints  have  been  at  ail  Times  mingled  with  the 
Shouts  of  Triumph.  How  much  foever  the  Glory  of  the 
Nation  has  been  elevated,  the  Fortunes  of  particular  Perfbns 
have  been  impaired,  and  thofe  have  never  thought  themfelves 
recompenfed  by  the  general  Advantages  of  the  Publick,  who 
have  lufiered  by  the  Acquifition  of  them  ;  they  have  al- 
ways imagined  themfelves  marked  out  for  Ruin  by  Malevo- 
lence and  Reientn^ent,  and  have  concluded  that  thofe  Dif- 
aflers  which  fell  npon  them  only  by  the  common  Chance  of 
War,  were  brought  on  them  by  Negligence  or  Defign. 

^  The  Lofles  of  our  Merchants  in  the  preientWar  muft  be 
acknowledged  to  have  been  more  than  common  ;  but  if  we 
examine  accurately  into  the  Caufcs  that  may  be  afligned  for 
fo  great  a  Number  of  Captures,  we  (hall  find  them  fuch  as 
this  Law  will  have  no  Tendency  to  remove,  fuch  as  might 
be  eafily  imagined  before  the  Commencement  of  Hodilities, 
and  fuch  as  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  on  any  fiitureOcca- 
fion  of  the  fame  Kind,  to  hinder  from  producing  the  fame 
EfFcfts. 

'  The  firft  and  greatcft  Caufe,  my  Lords,  of  the  Num- 
ber of  our  JLolies,  is  the  Number  of  our  Ships,  which  can-? 
not  all  be  fufficiently  protected.  The  Extent  therefore  of 
OUT  Commerce  in  Proportion  to  that  of  our  Enemies  expofes 
lis  to  double  Difadvamagc,  \vc  ncrpfl'irily  lie*  open  in  more 
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Aa.  15.  Gto.n.  Vfns  to  the  Depredations  of  Privateers^  and  have  noEncou- 
>74t«  ragement  to  attempt  ReprifaU,  becaufc  they  have  few  Ships 
^  of  Value  to  be  fciz*d.  The  Profit  of  our  Commerce  na- 
tnrally  with«hokis  our  Sailors  from  our  Ships  of  War,  and 
makes  Part  of  our  Navy  an  idle  Show  ;  the  Certainty  of 
Plunder  incites  them  to  turn  their  Merchant-Ships  intoCruif- 
ersy  and  to  fufpcnd  their  Trade  (or  more  profitable  Employ- 
ment. I'hus  they  at  once  encreafe  the  Number  of  Plunder- 
ers^ and  take  away  from  us  the  Opportunity  of  repairing 
our  Lofles  by  the  fame  Prance. 

/  And,  my  Lords,  if  the  Lofles  of  our  Merchants  have 
b^en  greater  than  in  former  Wars,  oar  Trade  is  more  exten- 
five,  and  our  Ships  far  more  numerous.  Nor  is  it  to  be  for- 
gotten that  a  very  important  Part  of  our  Commerce  is  car- 
ried on  before  the  Eyes  of  the  Spaniards ^  fo  that  they  may 
ifTue  out  xxifoti  our  Merchants  from  their  own  CoaAs,  and  re- 
tire immediately  beyond  Danger  of  Purfuit. 

^  But,  my  Lords,  neither  the  Situation  of  Spain^  nor 
the  Extent  of  our  Commerce,  uould  have  made  this  War 
fo  deflru^ve,  had  not  our  Merchants  fometimes  facilitated 
the  Attempts  of  our  Enemies  by  their  own  Negligence  or 
Avarice. 

*•  I  have  been  informed,  my  Lords,  that  as  the  Mafters  of 
Trading  Veflels  complain  of  having  been  deferted  by  thdr 
Convoys,  the  Captains  of  the  Ships  of  War  have,  in  their 
1  nm,  exhibited  iuch  Reprefentations  of  the  Condud  of  the 
Trading  Mafters,  as  may  prove  that  their  Caution  is  not 
proporDon'd  to  their  Clamour  ;  and  that  in  however  melan* 
choly  Terms  they  may  recount  the  Miferies  of  Captivity,  the 
Calamities  of  ruin'd  Families,  and  the  Interruption  of  the 
Trade  of  Great  Britaia,  they  will  not  endeavour  to  efcape 
their  Rnereies  at  the  E^pence  of  much  Circumfpedion ;  and 
that  the  ProfpeA  of  no  larce  Profit  will  be  fufficient  to  over- 
balance the  Danger  of  tfaok  Evils  which  they  fo  pathetically 
lament. 

*  It  is  not  uncommon,  my  Lords,  when  the  Fleet  has 
entcr'd  the  open  Seas,  for  the  Traders  to  take  different  Cour* 
fes  both  from  the  Convoy  and  from  each  other,  and  to  dtf- 
perfc  themfelves  beyond  the  PofTibility  of  receiving  AiOfbnce 
in  Danger  or  Difbcfs,  and  what  M'onder  is  it,  if  Part  of 
them  |>e  loft,  fince  only  Part  of  them  can  be  proteded. 

*  It  may  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  this  is  only  an  Ex- 
cufe  forged  by  the  Commanders  to  cover  tlieir  own  Negll« 
^ence  or  Treachery  ;  it  may  be  alk'd,  what  Motives  could 
induce  the  Merchants  to  expofe  themfelves  to  unnecefiary 
Dangers,  or  what  Proofs  ihcy  have  either  given  of  fuch  wild 
Negligence  of  thdr  own  Intereft  or  Safey,  as  that  they 
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flioald  be  fUpeOed  of  niilliing  y  ecipimiely  into  the  Jiwi  of  Am  15.  Otc  g. 
Rapine.  17414 

'  Tlusy  my  Lonls,  is  anObjeAion  Q>edoas  in  itletf^  and  ^ 
<bch  as  tbofe  who  have  not  enqair'd  into  the  prefent  State  of 
oor  Traffick  will  not  very  readily  difcover  to  be  fidladous; 
hot  it  may  eafiiy  be  removed,  by  (howing  that  the  Danger  ti 
bang  taken  by  the  Enemy  is  generally  not  fo  great  to  thole 
who  have  the  Diredion  of  the  Ship  as  it  ia  commonly  be* 
fieved. 

'  By  the  pre&nt  Cuflom  of  Infiirance,  my  Lords,  the  Mer- 
chant exempts  himfelf  from  the  Hazard  of  great  Lofles,  and  ^ 
if  he  infares  (6  much  of  the  Value  of  jdxe  Ship  and  Cargo, 
that  tiie  Chance  of  arriving  firft  at  the  Market,  is  equivalent 
to  the  remaining  Part,  what  fliall  hinder  him  from  prefEng 
fbrwanl  at  all  Events,  and  direding  his  Courfe  intrepidly 
throDgfa  Seas  crowded  with  Enemies  ? 

*  It  is  we!l  known,  my  Lords,  that  there  is,  in  a  great 
Part  of  Mankind,  a  (ecret  Malignity,  which  makes  one  un- 
wilHng  to  contribute  to  the  Advantage  of  another,  even  when 
his  own  Intereft  will  fufer  no  Dimmution  ;  nor  is  it  to  be 
imag^'d  that  tins  Difpofition  is  lefs  predominant  in  Tra» 
ders  than  in  the  other  Clafles  of  the  Communitv,  though  it 
is  exerted  on  different  Occafions,  The  Envy  0/  one  Part  of 
Mankind  is  excited  by  Reputation,  or  Interefl,  or  Dignity, 
or  Power.  The  Trader,  for  the  moft  Part,  envies  nothing 
but  Money,  in  which  he  has  been  taught  from  his  lufency 
^at  every  human  Excellence  is  comprehended;  and  contn- 
bmes  to  the  Increafe  of  the  Riches  of  another,  with  the  fame 
Uawilliognefs,  with  which  a  Soldier  would  concur  in  the 
Advancement  of  an  Inferior  Officer  to  a  Poft  of  higher  Rank 
and  Authority  than  his  own. 

*  For  this  Reafon,  my  Lords,  there  is  generally  a  Male- 
volence in  the  Merchant  againft  the  Infurer,  whom  he  confi- 
dm  as  an  idle  Cater|ttUer,  living  without  Induffary  upon  the 
Labours  of  others ;  and  therefore  ^en  he  lays  down  the 
Siffii  flipnlated  for  Security,  he  is  almoft  in  Sufpenfe  whether 
he  (hould  not  prefer  the  Lofs  of  the  remaining  Part  of  the 
Valne  of  his  Veflel  to  the  Mortification  of  feeing  the  Infiirer 
enjoy  that  Money,  which  Fear  and  Caution  have  influenc'd 
him  to  pay. 

^  Tlus  Difpofition  undoubtedly  inclines  him  to  proceed 
vxth  leis  Regard  to  his  own  Securitv,  and  betrays  hun  into 
Dangers  wh^h  it  was  at  lead  poffible  to  avoid  ;  for  to  vi/hat 
Parpole,  fays  he,  have  I  infnred  my  Ship  if  I  am  not  to  be 
fct  free  from  the  NeccfCty  of  Anxiety  and  Caution  ?  If  I 
amve  lafely  at  the  Port,  I  (hall  difpole  of  my  Commodities 
widi  uncommon  Advantage ;  if  I  miicarry,  the  Infurer  will 
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Mh  15.  Cco.lj.at  kaft  fuffer  with  me,  and  be  delervedly  pxuufhed  for  hi$ 
'7j^        Snrpicions  and  Extortions. 

'  I  doubt  not  but  fome  of  your  Lordfhips  will  imagine^ 
that  I  am  now  indulging  chimerical  Speculations,  that  I  am 
afcribing  great  Force  to  weak  Motives,  and  fuppoCng  Men 
to  aft  upon  Principles,  which,  in  Reality,  never  operated  in 
the  human  Breaft.  When  I  think  difadvantageoufly  of  o- 
thers,  my  Lords,  I  am  indeed  always  defirous  to  find  mv(elf 
miflaken,  and  ihall  be  pleafpd  to  hear  on  this  Occafion  trom 
any  of  your  Lorddiips,  who  have  converfed  at  large  among 
Mankind,  that  it  is  not  common  for  one  Man  to  negleft  his 
Intcreft  for  Fear  of  promoting  that  of  another.  In  the  pre- 
fent  Queftion,  my  Lbrds,  I  have  only  fuppofed  that  Envy 
may  be  one  Motive  among  many,  and  wifli  its  Influence 
were  fo  fmall  as  that  it  might  have  been  lefs  proper  to  men- 
tion it. 

'  The  Prafticc  of  Infurance,  my  Lords,  whether  it  con- 
tributes or  not  to  tlie  Number  of  the  Captures,  undoubtedly 
encreafes  the  Clamour  which  they  occafion  ;  for  as  the  Lo^ 
is  extended,  the  Complaint  is  multiplied,  and  both  the 
Merchant  and  Infurcr  take  the  Liberty  of  cenfuring  the 
Conduft  of  the  naval  Officers,  and  of  condemning  the  Mca* 
(ures  of  the  Government.  The  Miniflry  is  charged  with 
negleding  the  Protedion  of  Commerce,  with  oppreffing  the 
Merchants,  and  with  conniving  at  the  Enemies  Preparations, 
that  they  who  moft  eagerly  fblicited  the  War,  may  be^thc 
firfl  that  fhall  repent  it. 

'  Another  Cauic  of  the  Frequency  of  our  Lofles  in  the 
prefent  W^]r,  is  the  general  Circulation  of  Intelligence 
throughout  Europe^  by  which  it  is  made  impof&bie  to  con- 
ceal from  our  Enemies  the  State  of  our  Armies,  our  Na- 
vies or  our  Trade.  Every  Regiment  that  is  raifed,  every 
Ship  that  is  built,  every  Fleet  of  trading  Veflels  that  lies 
waiting  for  a  Wind,  is  minutely  regifter*d  in  the  Papers  of 
the  Week,  and  Accounts  of  it  tranfmitted  to  every  Nation 
of  the  World,  where  Curiofity  or  Intereft  will  pay  for  In- 
formation. Tlic  Spaniards  therefore  need  only  regulate 
their  Schemes  according  to  their  Inftru6tions  from  Great 
Britain^  and  watch  thofe  Fleets  which  are  frequently  fent 
out,  for  they  may  be  confident  that  fome  Maflers  will  wan- 
der from  their  Proteftors,  enticed  by  Avarice,  Negligence 
or  Temerity,  and  that  they  fJiall  have  Oppottunities  of  en- 
riching tljemftlves  without  the  Neceffity  of  engaging  the 
Convoy. 

'  To  protect  Ships  which  are  to  be  fteer'deachto  the  Will 
of  the  Mailer,  is  no  lefs  impoffiblc,  my  Lords,  than  to 
conduct  an  Army  of  which  every  private  Man  is  at  Liberty 
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to  march  according  to  his  own  Caprice,  to  fonn  and  purfue  j.         ^^^  i- 
his  own  Plan  of  Operadon,  and  to  dilpute  and  negleA  the    "*  Vr^** 
Orders  of  his  Leader.     Nor  is  it  more  rea&nable  to  fubjed  y_  ^^  ~J 
the  Captains  of  the  Ships  of  War  to  Penalties  lor  the  Lofs 
of  a  Veilei   over  which  they  have  no  Aothority,  than    to 
require  from  an  Officer  an  Account  of  the  Lives  of  Men^ 
who  pcriflied  by  diibbeying  his  Commands. 

*  In  my  Opinion,  my  Lords,  we  might,  with  far  greater 
Probability  of  Socccfs,  revive  a  Precedent  that  may  be  found 
in  the  Reign  of  King  fViUiam^  in  which  it  was  appointed^ 
by  an  Order  of  Council,  that  the  Name  of  every  Ship 
which  went  out  with  a  Convoy  fliould  be  regiftered,  and  that 
the  Owners  (hould  give  Security^o  provide  a  fufficient  Num- 
ber of  Arms,  and  a  proper  Quantity  of  Ammunition,  to  at 
lift  the  Britijh  Ships  iu  annoying  or  repelling  the  Enemy  ; 
wi:h  one  Injunction  more  of  the  utmolt  Importance  to  the 
efficacious  Protedion  of  our  Commerce,  and  which  therefore 
ia  every  War  ought  to  be  repeated  and  enforced ;  an  Injunc- 
tion by  which  the  Matters  of  the  Ships  of  Trade  were  re- 
quired to  obey  the  Directions  of  the  Commander  of  the 
Convoy. 

Tliat  fome  Meifurcs  ought  to  be  concerted  for  the  Pre- 
icTvation  of  our  Trade,,  I  am  vCry  far  from  denying,  and- 
Ciail  very  willingly  concur  in  fuch  as  /haJl  to  me  appear 
iikcly  to  promote  the  End  propofed  by  them.  Our  LolTcs 
my  Lords,  are  undoubtedly  great,  tho',  I  belike,  far  left 
tiun  they  are  reported  by  Dilcontent  and  Malevolence  ;  for 
if*  a  Ship  be  delayed  by  an  accidental  Hinderancc,  or  kept 
^atk  by  contrary  Winds  for  a  few  Days,  there  are  Men  i^ 
-atchftil  to  (hatch  every  Opportunity  of  reproaching  the 
Mcafurcs  of  the  Government,  that  a  Clamour  is  immedi. 
itely  raifed,  the  Ship  is  taken,  the  Merchants  are  facrificed, 
4  ad  the  Nation  betray 'd. 

•  While  this  Report  is  conveyed  from  one  to  another,  and, 
like  other  Falfhoods,  encreafing  in  its  Progrcfs,  while  every 
Man  adds  fbme  Circumftanccs  of  Exaggeration,  or  fome  new 
Proof  of  the  Treachery  of  the  Miniftry,  the  Ship  enters 
tijc  Port,  and  puts  an  End  indeed  to  the  Anxiety  of  the 
u\;ners  and  Infurers,  but  by  no  Means  pacifies  the  People, 
M.-  removes  their  Prejudices  again  ft  the  Conduft  of  their  Go- 
vernors ;  for  as  no  Mnn  acknowledges  Hiralelf  the  firft  Au- 
tiior  of  the  Report,  no  Man  thinks  himfelf  under  any  Obli- 
jiaion  to  retra<ft  or  confute  it,  and  the  Paflions  of  the  Mnl- 
rtude  being  once  in  Commotion,  cannot  be  calmed,  before 
saother  Opportunity  of  the  fame  Kind  may  be  offered  for 
^giuting  them  afrelh, 
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An*  IS*  Geo.  II.  *  To  the  EbqpeAatioQs  of  the  People^  injr  Lords,  it  is  jd- 
»74*«  wajr«  proper  to  have  foi^c  Regard,  nor  15  there  any  valoabte 
W-iii-^V*  '"^  Ulc  of  Power  but  Aat  of  promotiiig  Happinefs,  and  pre* 
venting  or  removing  Calaihities ;  but  we  are  not  to  endea- 
vour to  pacify  them  by  the  Appearance  of  Redrefs,  which, 
in  Reality,  will  only  encreafe  diofe  Evils  of  which  they 
complain  ;  nor  to  deprefs  the  Reputation  of  this  Houfe  by 
paflingLaws  which  me  Experience  of  a  iingle  Month  wiU 
prove  to  be  of  no  Ufe. 

^  Of  this  Kind,  my  Lords,  the  Bill  now  before  us  has 
been  fhown,  by  die  Noble  liord  that  fpoke  firft  on  this  Oc* 
cafion,  by  whom  every  Clanfe  has  been  dlfcovered  to  be  ei- 
dier  defedive  or  unneceflary  ;  and  who  has  evinced,  beyond 
all  Pofllbility  of  Reply,  that  the  Reguladons  here  propofed 
can  be  divided  only  into  two  Kinds,  of  which  one  is  abea- 
dy  eftabliflied  either  by  Law  or  Prefcripuon,  and  the  other 
cannot  be  admitted  without  apparent  Injury  both  to  our  >ia- 
vy  and  our  Trade. 

*  Part  of  the  Claufes  the  Noble  Duke  has  indeed  attemp- 
ted to  defend,  but  has  been  obliged,  by  his  Regard  to  Kea- 
fon  and  Truth,  to  make  fuch  Ckincemons,  as  are,  in  my 
Opinion,  fttfficient  Arguments  for  the  Rcjeding  of  the  Bill. 
He  has  admitted  of  almod  every  Claufe  that  it  is  iroperfedl, 
that  It  may  be  amended  by  ^rther  Coniideradon,  and  that, 
tho'  not  wholly  to  be  negleded,  it  yet  requires  fome  farther 
Improvements  to  become  efie^al  to  the  Advantage  of  our 
Merchants. 

'  The  three  laA  Claufes  his  natural  Abilides  and  juft  Dif- 
cernment  immediately  (howed  him  to  be  indefenfible  ;  at^d 
he  has  too  much  Regard  to  the  Intereft  of  his  Country  to 
attempt  the  Vindicadon  of  a  Bill,  which  could  not  be  paf- 
fed  without  weakening  it,  by  impairing  its  naval  Force,  and 
yet  more  (enfibiy  by  diminifhing  the  Reputadon  of  its  Le* 
giflature. 

'  I  hope  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  I  (hall  not  undergo 
the  common  Cenfure  of  Difregard  to  our  commeroal  Intc* 
reft,  or  be  ranked  amongii  the  Enemies  of  the  Merchants, 
tho*  I  declare,  that  in  my  Opinion,  this  Bill  ought  to  be  re* 
ieftcd  as  unneceifary  and  injudicious  ;  and  that  we  (hould  on- 
ly, by  confidering  in  a  Committee  what  no  ConGderadon 
can  amend,  wafte  that  Time  in  a  fruitlefs  Attempt,  vrhich 
may  be  fpent  much  more  ufefully  upon  other  Subjed^s, 

W.  Cli€fterfida.      Lord  Chfffterfelii  fpoke  next  ; 
Mjr  Lords, 
<  Though  I  do  not  approve  equally  of  every  Part  of  tht 
Bill  now  before  us^  though  I  think  fome  of  the  f*rovSfion: 
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unacoelEury,  others  unlikdy  to  produce  any  beneficial  fefTcAs,  j^ ,.,  Gcctl* 
and  Come  abeady  eftabliihcd  by  fbnner  Ads  of.  Parliament^         B^4a 
or  Roles  of  the  Admiralty,  yet  I  cannot  a^nee  with  the  no-  < 
hk  Lord  that  it  is  unworthy  of  &rther  Conuderation. 

'  In  my  Opinion,  my  Lords,  it  is  neceilary,  for  many 
Keafims,  to  amend  this  Bill  rather  than  reje^  it ;  and  I  hope, 
that,  when  1  fhall  have  laid  before  you  the  Rdblt  of  thofe 
Enquiries  and  thole  Reflexions  which  I  have  made  on  this 
Occafion,  your  Lordlhips  will  judge  it  not  improper  to  refer 
it  to  a  Coflunittce. 

'  Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  neceflary  to  the  Legifia- 
ture,  than  the  Afiedtion  and  Eileem  of  the  People;  all  Go- 
vernment confifts  in  the  Authority  of  the  Few  over  the 
Many ;  and  Audiority,  therefore,  can  be  founded  only  on 
Opinion,  and  muft  always  fall  to  the  Ground,  when  that 
which  fiipports  it  is  taken  away. 

'  For  mis  Reafon,  my  Lords,  it  is  worthy  of  this  mod 
ai^nft  and  awful  Houfe  to  endeavour  to  convmce  the  People 
of  oor  Solicitude  for  their  Happinefs,  andourCompaflion  of 
their  Sufferings;  left  we  fhould  feem  elevated  by  the  cafual 
Advantages  of  Birth  and  Fortune  above  Regard  to  the  lower 
Clafles  of  Mankind,  left  we  fhould  feem  exalted  above  others. 
on^  to  negied  them,  and  invrfted  with  Power  only  to  ex- 
ert it  in  Ads  of  wanton  Oppreffion,  left  high  Rank  fhould 
in  Time  produce  Hatred  rather  than  Reverence,  and  Supe- 
riority of  Formne  only  tempt  Rapine  and  excite  Rebellion. 

'  The  Bill  now  under  our  Conuderation,  my  Lords,  can- 
not be  rejeded  without  Dan^r  of  exafperating  die  Nation, 
widboot  affording  to  the  Difcontented  and  Malevolent'  an 
Opportunity  of  reprcfenting  this  Houfe  as  regardlefs  of  the 
pubBck  Mi^ries,  and  deaf  to  the  Crimes  of  our  Fellow-Sub- 
}t&s  langoifhing  in  Captivity  and  mourning  in  Poverty.  The 
Melancholy  and  Dejeded  will  naturally  conceive  us  inebri- 
ated with  Afluence,  and  elated  with  Dignir^,  endeavouring 
to  remove  from  our  Eyes  every  SpeAacfe  of  Mifery,  and  to 
torn  afide  from  thofe  I^entations  which  may  interrupt  the 
Enjoyment  of  our  Felidty . 

'  Nor  indeed  can  it  be  juftly  faid,  that  fuch  Reprefenta* 
rioAS  are  without  Grounds,  when  we  confider  the  important 
Occafion  on  which  this  Bill  is  drawn  up,  the  Bitternefs  of 
thofe  Calamities  which  it  is  intended  to  redrefs,  and  the 
Authority  by  which  it  is  recommended  to  us. 

^  It  may  naturally  he  expeded,  my  Lords,  that  the  Title 
of  a  Bin  for  the  Protection  and  Security  of  Trade  fhould 
raife  an  nncommon  Degree  of  Ardour  and  Attention ;  it 
mid^  be  conceived  that  every  Lord  in  this  Houfe  would  be 
aaaidons  of  fignalizii^  his  Zeal  for  the  Intereft  of  his 
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Ab.  15.  Geo.  II.  Country,  by  propoling,  on  this  Occafion,  every  Expedient 
i74»«  which  Kxpcriencc  or  Information  had  fuggefted  to  him,  and 
'  that  inftead  of  fetting  ourfelves  free  from  the  Labour  of 
jLn<juiry,  and  the  Anxiety  of  Deliberation,  by  raiiing  Ob- 
jections to  the  Bill  and  rejedlingit,  we  fhould  labour  with 
unanimous  Endeavours  and  inceuant  Afliduity  to  fupply  its 
Defefts  and  correct  its  Improprieties,  to  fhow  that  a  Defigu 
fo  beneficial  can  never  be  propofed  to  us  widiout  EiFedl, 
and  that  whenever  we  find  honed  Zeal  we  fliaU  be  ready  to 
allift  it  with  Judgment  and  Experience. 

'  Compalfion  might  likewife  concur  to  invigorate  our  En- 
deavours on  this  Occafion,  For  who,  my  Lords,  can  reflc<ft 
on  Families  one  Day  ilourifhing  in  Affluence,  and  contri- 
buting to  the  general  Profperity  of  their  Country,  and  on 
a.fudden,  without  theCrimes  of  Extravagance  or  Negligence, 
reduced  to  Penury  and  Diilrefs,  harraflTed  by  Creditors,  and 
plundered  by  tlie  Vultures  of  the  Law,  without  wifhing  tliat 
fuch  Misfortunes  might  by  fome  Expedient  be  averted  ? 
But  this,  my  Lords,  is  not  the  only  nor  grcateft  Cala- 
mity, which  this  Bill  is  intended  to  prevent.  The*  Lofs  of 
Wealth  however  grievous  is  yet  lefs  to  be  dreaded  than  that 
of  Liberty,  and  Indigence  added  to  Captivity  is  the  highefl 
Degree  of  human  Mifery.  Yet  even  this,  however  dread- 
ful, is  now  the  Lot  of  Multitudes  of  pur  Fellow-Subjects 
who  are  languifhing  witli  Want  in  the  Prifons  of  Spain, 

*  Surely,  my  Lords,  every  Propofal  muft  be  well  received 
that  intends  the  Prevention  or  Relief  of  Calamities  like 
thefe  !  Surely  the  Ruin  of  our  Merchants  muft  alarm  every 
trading  Nation,  nor  can  a  Britijh  Parliament  fit  unconcerned 
at  the  Captivity  of  thefe  Men  by  whom  Liberty  is  chiefly 
fupported  ! 

*  Of  the  Importance  of  the  Merchants,  by  whom  this 
Bill  is  recommended  to  our  Confideration,  and  by  whofc  In- 
fluence it  has  already  palFed  tlie  other  Houfc,  it  is  notnc- 
celJary  to  remind  your  Lordfhips,  who  know,  that  to  this 
Clafs  of  Men  our  Nation  is  indebted  for  all  the  Advantages 
that  it  polFeffes  above  thofe  which  we  behold  with  Com- 
panion or  Contempt,  for  its  Wealth  and  Power,  and  perhaps 
for  its  Liberty  and  Civility.  To  the  Merchants,  my  Lords, 
we  owe  that  our  Name  is  known  bevond  our  own  Coolh, 
and  that  our  Influence  is  not  confined  to  the  narrow  Limits 
of  a  fingle  Ifland. 

'  Let  us  not  therefore,  myLords,  reje6^  withConteropt%^hnt 
IS  propofed  and  folicitcd  by  Men  of  this  Clafs  ;  Men  \vho.e 
Experience  and  Knowledge  cannot  but  have  enabled  thcin 
to  offer  fbmethmg  ufeful  and  important,  tho'  perhaps  iur 
want  of  Acquaintance  ^ith  former  Laws,  they  may  ha\e 
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imaguifd  thofe  Provifions    now  firll  fuggefted,  vhich  havcA11.i5.Gco.l1. 
only  been  forgotten,  and  petitioned  for  the  Knaftion  of  a         ,7^^. 
new  Law,  when  they  needed  only  an  Enforcement  of  for- 
mer Statntes. 

*  That  our  naval  Force  has,  in  the  prefent  War,  been 
miianplied,  that  our  Commerce  has  been  cxpofed  to  petty 
Spoilers,  in  a  Degree  never  known  before,  that  oiir  Con- 
voys have  been  far  from  adding  Security  to  our  Traders, 
aril  that  with  the  moft  powerful  Fleet  in  the  World,  wc 
have  fuffered  all  that  can  ^U  upon  the  moft  defencelefs  Na- 
tion cannot  be^ denied. 

*  Nor  is  it  any  Degree  of  Temerity,  my  Lords,  to  affirm, 
that  ihefe  Misfortunes  have  been  Browght  upon  us,  by  either 
Negligence  or  Treachery  ;  for,  befides  that  no  other  Caufc 
can  be  ailigned  for  the  LoHes  which  a  powerful  People  fuf- 
fer  from  an  Enein^  of  inferior  Force,  there  is  tlie  ftrongcft 
Authority  for  ailerting,  that  our  maritime  Affairs  have 
been  ill  conducted,  and  that  therefore  the  Regulation  of 
them  is  very  feafonable  and  properly  folicited  by  the  Mer- 
chants. 

'  For  this  Aflertion,  my  Lords,  we  may  produce  the  An- 
tbority  of  the  other  Houfe,  by  which  a  Remonftrance  was 
(irawn  up  againfl  the  Condu<^  of  the  Commi/Iioners  of  the 
Admbralty.  This  alone  ought  to  influence  us  to  an  accurate 
Difcuflion  of  this  Affair.  But  when  an  Authority  yet  more 
venerable  is  produced,  when  it  appears,  that  his  Majefty, 
by  tht  Difjnifnon  of  the  Commiffioners  from  their,  Emnloy- 
Dcnts,  admitted  the  Juflice  of  die  Reprefcntation  of  the 
Commons,  it  flirely  can  be  of  no  Ufe  to  evince,  by  Argu- 
ments, the  Ncceflity  of  new  Regulations. 

*  It  is  indeed  certain,  that  Men  of  Integrity  and  Prudence, 
Men  of  Ability  to  difccrn  their  Duty,  and  of  Refblution  to 
execute  it,  can  receive  very  little  Afliftance  from  Rules  and 
Preicriptions  ;  nor  can  1  deny  what  the  noble  Lord  has 
iSrmcd,  that  they  may  be  fometimes  embarrafs'd  in  their 
Mcalures,  and  hindered  from  fnatching  Opportunities  of 
Succefsy  and  complying  with  emergent  Occafions ;  but,  my 
Lords,  we  are  to  conudcr  Mankind,  not  as  wc  wifli  them, 
bat  as  we  find  them,  frequently  corrupt,  and  always  fallible. 

*  If  Men  were  all  honefl  and  wife,  Laws  of'all  Kinds 
would  be  (uperfluous,  a  Legiflature  would  become  ufelcfs, 
*nd  onr  Anthority  muft  ccafe  for  Want  of  Objcdts  to  employ 
a;  but  we  find,  my  Lord^,  that  there  are  Men  vl-om  no- 
^flg  birt  Laws  and  Penalties  can  make  fuppcrtable  to  So- 
ciety ;  that  there  arc  Men,  who,  if  they  arc  not  told  tlieir 
P^ty,  will  never  know  it,  and  who  will,  at  lafr,  only  per-  ' 
Icrrm  what  they  fhali  be  punifhcd  for  negleaing. 

Were 
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A»«  is*C»eo.IX.     €  Were    all  Men,  like  the  noble  Lord  whom  I  am  now 
'?^,    .  attempting  to  anfwer,  vigilant  to  difcovcr,  (kgacioos  to  di- 
^^~  ^  fttneuUh,  and  induftrious  to  profccute  the  Intereft  of  the 
PuUick ;  I  ihould  be  very  far   from  propofing  that  they 
ihouU  be  conftrained  by  Rule,  or  required  to  follow  any 
Guide  but  their  own  Realon :  I  Aiould  rcfign  my  ownProfpe- 
rity,  and  that  of  my  Country  implicitely  into  their  Hands, 
and  refl  Infull  Security  that  Nothmg  would  be  omitted  that 
human  Wifdom  could  di^te  for  our  Advantage. 

'  I  am  not  perfuading  your  Lordftiips  to  lay  Reftr^uts 
upon  Virtue  and  Prudence,  but  to  confider  how  ieldom 
Virtue  and  Autliority  are  found  together;  how  often  Pru- 
dence degenerates  into  Selfifhoefs ,  and  all  generous  Regard 
for  die  Publick  is  contraded  into  narrow  Views  for  private 
Intereft.  I  am  endeavouring  to  (how,  that  fince  Laws  mud 
be  equally  obli^tory  to  all,  it  is  the  Intereft  of  the  few 
eood  Men  to  mbmit  to  Reih-aints,  which,  though  they  may 
fometimes  obftrn^t  the  Influence  of  their  Virtue,  ipnll  abun- 
dantly recompence  them,  bv  fecuring  them  from  the  Mif- 
chiefs  that  Wickednefs,  reipnmg  almoft  without  Limiu,  and 
operating  without  Oppofition,  misht  bring  upon  them. 

'  It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  my  Lords,  that  no  De« 
gree  of  human  Wifdom  is  exempt  firom  Error,  that  he  who 
claims  the  Privilege  of  acting  at  Difcretion,  fubjeSs  himfelf 
likewife  to  the  Neceffity  of  answering  for  thelConiequences 
of  his  Condud,  and  that  ill  Succefs  will  at  leaft  fubjed  him 
to  Reproach  and  Sufoicion  }  from  which,  hewhofe  Condud 
is  regulated  by  eftabliflied  Rules,  may  always  have  an  Op* 
portunity  of  letting  himfelf  free. 

*■  Fixed  and  certain  Regulations,  are,  therefore,  my  Lords, 
ufeful  to  the  wiieft  and  beft  Men  ;  and  to  thofo  whofe  Abi* 
lities  are  left  confpicuous,  and  whole  Integrity  is  at  beft 
doubtful,  I  fuppofe,  it  will  not  be  doubted  t^t  they  are  in- 
difpenfably  neceflary, 

<  Some  of  the  Expedients  mentioned  in  this  Bill,  I  Ihall 
readily  concur  with  the  noble  Lord  in  cenfuring  and  reje^- 
ing.  I  am  very  far  from  thinking  it  expedient  to  inveft  the 
Governors  of  our  Colonies  with  any  new  Degree  of  Power, 
or  to  fubje£t  the  Captains  of  our  Ships  of  'War  to  their 
Command.  I  have  lived,  my  Lords,  to  ice  many  SnccefH- 
ens  of  ihofe  petty  Monarchs,  and  have  known  few  whom 
I  would  willingly  truft  with  the  Exercife  of  great  Authority. 
It  is  not  uncommon,  my  Lords,  fof  thofe  to  be  made  cmel 
and  capricious  by  Power,  who  were  moderate  and  prudent 
in  lowftations  ;  and  if  the  Efic^s  of  Exaltation  are  to  be 
feared  even  in  good  Men,  what  may  not  be  expelled  from 
if  m  thdfe,  ^^om  Afthii^  but  a  difnnt  Esiployment  could 
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fccurc  from  die  Laws,  and  who,  if  they  had  not  been  fent  An.  i6.  Ceo.n« 
to  the  Wefl'Indi€$  to  govern,  muft  prohably  have  gone  thi-  .     ^74^ 
ther  on  a  dlfierent  Occafion  ?  C^^V"***^ 

<  The  noble  Duke,  who  has  vindicated  the  Bill  with  Ar- 
guments to  which  very  little  can  be  added,  and  to  which,  I 
believe  nothing  can  be  replied,  has  exprefled  his  Unwilling- 
nefs  to  concur  In  any  Meafures,  for  the  Execution  of  which 
new  Officers  muft  be  appointed.  An  Increafe  of  Officers,  my 
Lords,  is  indeed  a  dreadful  Sound,  a  Sound  that  cannot  but 
forebode  the  Ruin  of  our  Countnr ;  the  Number  of  OlBcers 
already  eftabliflbed  is  abundantly  lufficient  for  all  ufeful  Pur- 
po&s,  nor  can  any  Addition  be  made  but  to  the  Ruin  of  our 
Confbtution.       ^^.  ' 

'  I  am  therefore  of  Opinion,  that  no  new  Officer  was  in- 
tended by  thofethat  drew  up  the  Bill;  and  that  they  propofed 
only  to  fhmifh  diofe  that  loiter  in  our  Ports,  at  the  Expence 
of  the  Publick,  with  an  Opportunity  of  earning  theirSalaries 
by  fbme  nfeful  Employment. 

^  I  know  not  indeed,  my  Lords,  whether  any  good  Ef- 
fcfts  can  be  reafonably  hoped  from  this  Provifion  ;  whether 
Men  accoflomed  to  Connivance  and  Negligence  in  Affairs  of 
iefs  Importance,  ought  to  be  trulled  with  the  Care  of  our 
caval  Preparations,  and  engaged  in  Service,  on  whicii  the 
Profpcrity  of  the  Publick  may  depend  ;  and  I  cannot  conceal 
ny  Apprehenfions,  that  fuch  Men,  if  commiflioned  to  fuper- 
intend  others,  may  themfelves  require  a  Superintendent. 

'  Bnt,  my  Lords,  this,  and  every  other  Claufe  may,  in  a 
Committee,  be  carefiilly  examined,  and  deliberately  correc- 
ted ;  and  fince  It  appears  evident  to  me,  that  fome  Law  is 
nccdffiuy  for  the  Security  of  our  Commerce,  I  think  this 
Bill  ought  not  to  be  rejeaed  without  farther  Confideration.' 

TbeEarl  oSWlnchelfea  role  again,  and  Jpoke  as  follows  : 
Mj  Lards f 

*  As  die  known  Smcerity  of  that  noble  Lord  allows  no  E.  of  Winchelfra 
Room  for  fulpeding,  that  he  would  beftow  any  Praifes  where 
he  did  not  believe  3ierc  was  fome  Defert ;  and  as  his  Pene- 
tnttbm  and  Acutenefs  ieaire  him  from  being  deceived  by  any 
^dfe  Appearance  of  Merit,  I  cannot  but  applaud  myfelffor 
Slaving  obtained  his  Efteem,  which,  I  hope,  will  not  be  for- 
fated  by  my  future  Condu^. 

'  Ha^ng  happily  gained  the  Regard  of  fb  exa^  a  Judge 
of  Maidund^  I  am  the  Iefs  folidtous  what  Opinion  may  be 
concdired  of  my  Abilities  or  Intentions  by  thole,  whofe  Cen- 
^^^res  I  Iefs  fear,  and  whole  Praifes  I  Iefs  value  ;  and  fhall 
therefore  chearfully  hazard  any  Degree  of  Popularity,  wliich 
1  may  have  hitherto  pollcllcd,  by  continuuig  my  Oppofition 
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An.  i6.  Geo.  IL  to  this  Bill,  of  which  I  am  ftill  convinced  that  k  will  produce 

1742.  nothing  but  Embarr.iirnient,  Lolfes  and  Difgrace. 
W-'^-'V*"*-^  ^  The  Nccciruy  of  gaining  and  preferving  the  Eftccm  of 
the  People  I  very  wilHngly  uTlow  ;  but  am  of  Opinion,  that 
though  it  may  foinctimes  be  gained  by  flattering  their  PafTi- 
ons,  and  complying  with  their  Importunities,  by  falfe  Ap- 
pearances of  Relief,  and  momentary  Alleviations  of  their 
Grieva;ices,  it  is  only  to  be  prcferved  by  real  and  permanent 
Benefits,  by  a  Ucady  Attention  to  the  great  Ends  of  Govern- 
ment, and  a  vigorous  Prcfccntion  of  the  Means  by  which 
.  they  may  be  obtained,  without  Regard  to  prefent  Prejudices 
or  temporary  Clamours. 

*  I  bdivvc,  my  Lords,  it  will  always  be  found  that  it  is 
dangeron  ^  to  gratify  the  People  at  their  own  Expcnce,  and 
to  I'acrifKC  their  Intcrell  to  their  Caprices  ;  for  I  have  fo 
high  a  Veneration  for  tlieir  Wifdora,  as  to  pronounce  witli- 
out  Scruple,  that  however  they  may  for  a  Time  be  deceived 
by  artful  Mifrcprefentations,  they  will  at  length  learn  to 
c(teem  thofe  moll  who  have  the  Refolution  to  promote  their 
Happinefs  inOppoiition  to  their  Prejudices. 

*  I  am  therefore  confident,  my  Lord?,  of  regaining  the 
Popularity  which  I  may  lofe,  by  declaring  once  more  that 
this  Bill  ought  to  be  rejeded  ;  fince  no  Endestvours  fiiall  be 
wanting  to  Ihew  how  little  it  is  neceflary,  by  an  efFcfiual  Pro- 
te(5lion  of  every  Part  of  our  Trade,  and  a  diligent  Proviilon 
for  the  naval  Sei*vice/ 

Then  the  Duke  of  Bedfanl  fpoke  as  follows  ; 
My  Lonisn 
p.  q(  Bedford.         *  I  am  convinced  that  this  BiJl  is  very  far  from  being  either 
abfurd  or  ufclefs  ;  nor  can  I  imagine  that  theyj^  by  whom  it 
was  drawn  up,  could  fail  of  producing  fome Expecueats  that 
may  deferve  Conlideraiion. 

*  It  ks  probable  that  a  farther  Inquiry  may  (hew  the  Pro- 
priety of  fomeClanfcfi,  which  at  prefent  appear  moft  liable 
to  Cenfure  ;  and  that  if  we  rejeel  this  Bill  thus  precipitately, 
we  fliall  condemn  what  we  do  not  fully  comprehesd. 

'  No  Claufe  appeared  to  me  more  unworthy  of  the  Judg- 
ment ind  Penetration  of  the  Merchants  than  the  laft,  nor 
was  Uiere  any  whicli  I  (hould  have  reje^ed  at  the  firft  Peru- 
fal  with  Ids  Regret ;  yet,  having  taken  this  Opportunity  of 
confide:  ing  it  a  fecond  Time,  I  (indit  by  no  meaas  indeien- 
fiWc  ;  forihcDircifHon  of  Ships  ftationed  for  the  Dctence  of 
xHjr  ITeft  huiiu  Territories,  is  not  committed  to  the  Govcr- 
i;or^  alone.  The  Council  of  each  Province  is  join*d  witii 
t!iem  in  Authority,  by  whom  any  private  Regards  may  bo 
pyerborne,  and  who  cannot  be  fuppoled  to  concur  in  any  Bti-j 
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rcctionSy  whidi  will  not  promote  tlie  general  Intereft  of  the  An.  i6.  Geo.  II. 
Colony.  Jl"^    i 

*  I  doubt'  not,  my  Lords,  but  other  CLiufes  have  been  ^"^**'"' 
equally  miftaken,  and  therefore  tlunk  it  neceflary  to  conOder 

them  in  a  Committee,  where  every  Lord  may  declare  his 
Sentiments,  without  the  Reflraint  of  a  formal  Debate  ;  and 
wfaerethe  Bill  may  be  deliberately  revifed,  and  accommodated 
more  cxafUy  to  the  prefent  Exigencies  of  the  Nation.' 

The  Earl  o^  fVinchclfea  fpoke  again  as  follows  : 
My  Lon/r, 

*  The  only  Reafon  which  has  been  urged  for  confidering  E.of  Wincheifea 
this  Bill  in  a  Committee,  is  the  Neceflity  of  gratifying  the 
Merchants,  and  of  fhcwing  our  Concern  for  the  Profperity 

of  Commerce  ;  if  therefore  it  (hall  appear  that  the  Merchants 
are  indifferent  with  regard  to  its  Succcfs,  I  hope  it  will  be 
rejeded  without  Oppofition. 

*  I  was  this  Morning,  my  Lords,  inform 'd  by  a  Merchant, 
who  has  many  Opportunities  of  acquainting  himfelf  with  the 
Opinions  of  the  trading  Part  of  the  Nation,  that  they  were 
rally  convinced  of  the  IrapofTibility  of  adapting  fixed  Rules  to 
variable  Exigencies;  or  of  eftablifliing  any  certain  Method  of 
obviating  the  Chances  of  War,  and  defeating  Enemies  who 
%crc  every  Day  altering  their  Schemes  ;  and  declared  tliat 
they  had  no  Hopes  of  Security  but  from  the  Vigilance  of  a 
Board  of  Admiralty,  folicitous  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Mer- 
chants and  the  Honour  of  the  Nation,' 

The  Lord  CholmondeUy  (poke  as  follows : 
My  Lordsy 

*  As  three  Claufes  of  this  Bill  have  been  univerfally  given  ^  ^^  cholmoft- 
up,  and  almod  all  the  reft  plainly  prov'd  by  the  noble  Lord    '     ^eley. 

to  b^ either  abfiird  or  fuperfinous,  I  cannot  (ee  why  it  fhould 
not  be  reje^ed  without  the  Solemnity  of  farther  Conlldera- 
tlon  ;  to  which,  indeed,  nothing  but  the  Title  can  give  it 
ny  Claim. 

*  The  Title,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  fpecious,  and  well  fit- 
t=d  to  the  Dcfign  of  gaining  Attention  and  promoting  Popu- 
larity; but  witli  this'Titlc  there  is  nothing  that  correfpoj^ds, 
cor  is  any  Thing  to  be  found  but  Confufion  and  Contradicti- 
ons, which  grow  more  numerous  upon  farther  Search. 

*  That  the  whole  Bill,  my  Lords,  is  uuneceiTary,  cannot 
be  denied,  if  it  be  confidercJ  that  nothing  is  propofcd  in 
ii  which  is  not  already  in  tlic  Power  of  your  Lord fliips,  who' 
day  call  at  Pleafurc  for  tlic  Lifts  of  tlie  Navy*  the  Account? 

f  the  Cruifers,  the  Datc^  of  rhtir  CommlJfions,   and  thr 

Journals  of  their  Commanders  ;  as  you  did  in  the  Sixth  ol 
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An.  16.  Geo.U.  Queen  Anne^  and  deteA  every  AA  of  Negligence  or  Treache- 
»74»-        ry,  and  every  Inilance  ofDekrtion  or  of  Cowardice. 

'  ^  Nothing  is  necelfary  to  the  Regulation  of  our  Naval 
Force,  but  that  your  Lordfhips  vigilantly  exert  that  Power 
which  is  conferred  upon  you  by  the  ConUitutioni  and  exa- 
mine the  Conduft  of  every  Officer  with  Attention  and  Im- 
partiality ;  no  Man  then  will  dare  to  ncgledl  his  Duty,  be- 
caufe  no  Man  can  hope  to  efcape  Punifliment. 

'  ^  Of  this  Bill  therefore,  (ince  it  is  thus  ufelefs  ^nd  incon- 
iiflent,  I  cannot  but  fufpeA,  my  Lords,  that  it  was  concer- 
ted for  Purpofes  very  different  from  thofe  mentioned  in  the 
Title,  which  It  has  indeed  no  Tendency  to  promote.  I  be- 
lieve, my  Lords,  the  Projectors  of  it  intended  notfo  much  to 
advance  the  Intereft  of  die  Merchants,  as  to  deprefs  the  Re- 
putation of  thofe  wh6m  they  have  long  taken  every  Oppor- 
tunity of  leading  with  Reproaches,  whom  they  have  cenfur- 
cd  as  the  Enemies  of  Trade,  the  Corrupters  of  the  Nation, 
and  the  Confederates  of  iS/tf/«. 

*  To  confirm  thcfe  general  Calumnies,  it  was  neccflary  to 
fix  on  (bme  particular  Accufation,  which  might  raife  the  Ke- 
fentment  of  the  People,  andexafperate  them  beyond  Reiledion 
or  Inquiry.  For  this  Purpose  nothing  Vas  more  proper  than 
to  charge  them  with  betraying  our  Merchants  to  the  Enemy. 

*  As  no  Accufation  could  be  moreefiicaciousto  inflame  the 
People,  fo  none,  my  Lords,  could  with  more  Difficulty  be 
confuted.  Some  Lodes  mud  be  fu£rered  in  every  War,  and 
every  one  will  neceflarily  produce  Complaints  and  Difcon- 
tent ;  every  Man  is  willing  to  blame  ibme  other  Perfbn  for 
his  Misfortunes,  and  it  was  therefore  eafy  to  turn  the  Cla- 
mours of  thofe  whofe  Veflels  fell  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Spaniards  f  againfl  the  Miniders  and  the  Commanders  of  the 
Ships  of  War. 

^  Thefe  Cries  were  naturally  heard  with  the  Regard  al* 
ways  paid  to  Misfortune  and  Diflrefs,  and  propagated  with 
Zeal,  becaufe  they  were  heard  with  Pity.  Thus,  in  Time, 
wha(  was  at  firlt  only  the  Outcry  of  Impatience,  was  by  ma* 
Iidous  Artifices  improved  into  fettled  Opinion  ;  that  Opinion 
was  diligently  diifufed,  and  all  the  Lofles  of  the  Merchanu 
were  imputed,  npt  to  the  Chance  of  W^ar,  but  the  Treache- 
ry of  the  Miniftry. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  the  Folly  of  this  Opinion,  however  ge- 
neral, and  the  Faifhood  of  this  Accufation,  however  vehe- 
ment, will  become  fufficlently  apparent,  if  you  examine  that 
bulky  Collection  of  Papers  which  are  now  laid  before  you  ; 
fi'om  which  you  will  difcover  the  Number  of  your  Fleets,  the 
Frequency  of  our  Convoys,  the  Stations  of  our  Ships  oF 
W^r,  ao^  the  Times  of  their  Departure  and  Return  ;  you 

will 
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wiU  find  that  no  Provifion  for  War,  no  Expedient  Kkely  t°  A11.16  Geo,  Iti 
^mote  Succefs,  has  been  negle(5^cd  ;  that  we  have  now  more  ^     '7^* 
Ships  equipped  than  in  the  late  War  with  France  ;  that  no-         " 
thing  can  be  added  to  the  Exaiflnefs  with  which  otir  Maritime 
Force  is  regalated,  and  that  there  is  not  the  lead  Reafbn  to 
doubt  of  the  Fidelity  with  which  it  has  been  employ 'd.    ' 

*  In  every  War,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  beexpcded  that  Loflet 
will  be  fh^Fer'd  by  private  Perlons  on  each  Side  ;  nor  even  in 
a  faccefsfiil  War,  can  the  Publick  always  hope  to  be  enrich- 
ed ;  becaufe  the  Advantage  may  arife  not  immediately  from 
Captures,  bat  confequently  from  the  Treaties  or  Conditions 
in  which  a  profpcrous  War  may  be  fuppofed  to  terminate. 

*  What  Conceflions  we  fliall  in  this  War  extort  from  the 
^pamardsy  what  Security  will  be  procured  for  our  Merchants^ 
what  Recompence  will  be  yielded  for  our  Lofles,  or  what 
Extent  will  be  added  to  our  Commerce,  it  cannot  yet  be  ex- 
pected that  any  Man  (hould  be  able  to  declare  ;  nor  will  his 
Majcfty's  Connfellors  be  required  to  give  an  Account  of  Fu- 
turity. It  is  a  fnfficient  Vindication  of  their  ConduA,  and 
an  Evident  Proof  of  the  Wifdom  with  which  the  War  has 
been  condadled^  that  we  have  hitherto  gained  more  than  we 
have  loft. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  Will  appear  from  a  diligent  and  minute 
Comparifon  of  the  Captures  on  each  Side,  and  an  exaft  Com- 
pQtation  of  the  Value  of  our  Loffes  and  our  Prizes.  It  will 
be  found  that  if  the  Spaniards  have  taken,  as  it  is  not  impro- 
baUe^  a  greater  Number  of  Ships,  thole  which  they  have  loll 
have  been  far  more  wealthy. 

*  The  Merchants  indeed  ieem  to  have  diUmfted  the 
Strength  of  the  Evidence  which  they  produced  in  Support  of 
tbdr  Allegations,  by  bringing  it  only  before  the  other  Houfe; 
where,  as  an  Oath  could  not  be  adminiflred,  every  Man  de- 
liver'd  what  he  believed  as  what  he  knew ;  and  indulged 
himielf  without  Scruple  in  venting  his  Refentment,  or  declar- 
*mg  hlsSufpidons  :  A  Method  of  Allegation  very  proper  to 
fisitter  Reproaches  and  gratify  Malevolence,  bat  ot  very 
little  U(c  for  the  Difcovery  of  Truth. 

*  Had  they  come  before  your  LordfliiM,  every  Circumftance 
had  been  minutely  examined,  every  Allertion  compared  with 
other  Evidence,  all  Exaggerations  reprcflTed,  and  all  fordgn 
Coniiderations  rcje^ed;  each  Part  would  have  been  impartial- 
ly heard,  and  would  have  plainly  been  known  to  whom  every 
Lofs  was  to  be  imputed.  The  Negligence  orTreachery  of  the 
Commanders  of  the  Convoys,  wherever  it  had  been  found, 
would  have  been  punifhed,  but  they  would  not  have  charged 
diemwidi  thofeMifcarriages  which  were  produced  only  by  the 
OWKnacy  or  Inattention  of  theMaftcrsotthc  trading  Veflels. 

O  9  '  Such 
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An.  16.  Geo.n.  *  Such  Enquiries,  roy  Lords,  they  appear  to  have  tliought 
1743.  it  their  Intcreii  to  decline,  and  therefore  did  not  proceed  on 
their  Petition  to  this  Houfe  ;  and  if  they  did  in  reality  avoid 
a  rigorous  Examination,  what  can  be  inferred,  but  that  they 
intended  rather  to  offer  Infinualions  than  Proofs,  and  rather 
to  fcatter  Infamy  than  obtain  JuiUce  ? 

^  And  that  nothing  was  indeed  omitted  that  could  fecure 
our  own  Commerce,  or  diUrefs  our  Enemies,  may  reafpna- 
bly  be  collected  from  the  Number  and  great  Strengtli  of  our 
Fleet,  to  which  no  Kingdom  in  die  World  can  oppofe  an 
equal  Force.  If  it  has  not  been  fupplied  with  Sailors  without 
Ibme  Delays,  and  if  thcfe  Delays  have  given  our  Enemies  an 
Opportunity  of  adding  to  their  Securities,  of  fortifying  their 
Ports,  and  fupplying  their  Magazines,  it  muft:  be  afcribed  to 
the  Nature  of  our  Conftitution,  that  forbids  all  compulfbry 
Methods  of  augmenting  our  Forces ;  wliich  muft  be  confider'd 
as  perhaps  the  only  Inconvenience  to  be  thrown  into  the  Ba- 
lance againft  the  Bleflings  of  Liberty. 

'  The  DiiHculty  of  manning  our  Shins  of  War  is  indeed 
extremely  perplexing.  Men  are  naturally  very  little  inclined 
to  fubjeft  themfclves  to  abfolute  Command,  or  to  engage  in 
any  Service  without  a  Time  hmited  for  their  Difmiflion. 
Men  cannot  willingly  rufh  into  Danger  without  the  Prolpedt 
of  a  large  Advantage  ;  they  have  generally  fome  Fondncfs 
for  their  prefent  State  of  Life,  and  do  not  quit  it  without 
Keludance.  All  thefe  Keafons,  my  Lords,  concur  to  with- 
hold the  Sailors  from  the  Navy,  in  which  they  are  neceflarily 
governed  with  higher  Authority  than  in  trading  VeflTels,  in 
which  they  are  fubjefted  to  Puniftiments,  and  confined  by 
ftrid  Regulations,  without  any  certain  Term  of  their  Bon- 
dage ;  for  fuch  they,  who  know  not  the  Neceflity  of  Subor- 
dination, nor  difcover  the  Advantages  of  Difcipiinc,  cannot 
but  account  Subje<5tion  to  the  Will  and  Orders  of  another, 

*  By  ferving  die  Merchants,  they  not  only  fecure  to  tlicm- 
felves  the  Liberty  of  changing  their  Mailers  at  Pleafure,  but 
enjoy  the  Profpecft  ot  a  near  and  certain  Advantage  ;  they 
have  not  indeed  any  Expe<Jtations  of  being  fuddenly  enriched 
by  a  Plate  Ship,  and  of  gaining  by  one  Engagement  fuch 
Weahh  as  will  enable  them  to  fpend  the  reft  of  their  Lives 
in  Eafeand  Affluence  ;  but  they  are  fure  of  a  fpeedy  Payment 
of  their  Wages,  perhaps  of  fome  Profits  from  petty  Com- 
merce,  and  of  an  Opportunity  of  fquandering  them  at  Land 
in  Jollity  and  Divernons  ;  their  Labour  is  chcarfol  becaufe 
they  know  it  will  be  ihort,  and  they  readily  enter  into  an 
Employment  which  they  can  quit  when  it  (hall  no  longer 
pleafe  them. 
'  Thefe  Confidcrations,   my  Lords,  have  no  Influence 

upon 


(      2lf      ) 

opon  die  Preparations  of  France  and  Spain^  where  no  Man  An.  i6  Ceo.  JI. 

is  Maflerof  his  own  Fortune,  or  Time,  or  Life  ;  and  where         '74*» 

die  Officers  of  the  State  can  drive  Multitudes  into  the  Service  Lj  -^~  -J 

of  the  Crown,  without  regard  to  their  private  Views,  Incli- 

natioBS  or  Engagements.     To  man  a  Fleet,  nothing  is  nc- 

ceflary  but  to  lay  an  Embargo  on  the  trading  Veilcls,  and 

fnipend   their  Commerce   for  a  ftiort  Time  ;    therefore  no 

Man  dares  refbfe  to  enter  into  the  publick  Service  when  he 

is  fummoned  ;  nor  if  he  (honld  6y,  as  our  Sailors,  from  an 

Im^bf  would  any  Man  venture  tofhelter  or  conceal  him. 

*  Abfblute  Monarchs  have  therefore  this  Advantage  over  . 
us,  that  they  can  be  (boner  prepared  for  War,  and  to  tliis 
mnft  be  afcribed  all  the  Succels  which  the  Spaniards  have  ob- 
tained. This,  my  Lords,  will  not  be  obviated  by  the  Bill 
now  before  us,  nor  will  it  indeed  procure  any  other  Ikncfit 
to  the  Trade,  or  any  Addition  to  the  Power  of  the  Nation. 

'  Of  the  ten  Claules  compriied  in  the  Bill,  the  greateilPart 
IS  muTeriklly  allow'd  to  oe  injudicioufly  and  erroneoufly 
propoied  ;  and  thofe  few  which  were  thought  of  more  Im- 
portance, have  been  (hewn  to  contain  no  new  Expedients, 
nor  to  add  any  Thing  to  the  prefent  Regulations. 

*  I  cannot  therefore  difcover  any  ReflU>n,  my  Lords,  that 
ihonld  induce  us  to  refer  to  a  Committee  this  Bill,  of  which 
Fart  is  confefiedly  to  be  rejected,  and  the  reft  is  apparently 
Ibperflnoas.' 

Then  the  fame  was  rejedted,  on  aDivifion,  Content  25,  fy^^  Na^gatiotf 
Not-Content  59.  Billrcjeaed, 

Jwrn,  3.  The  Lords  read  a  third  Time,  and  pafied  with- 
out  Amendment,  a  Bill  from  the  Commons,  To  txclude 
urtM  Officers  from  being  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ; 
Alfo  the  Bill  To  prevent  the  counterfeiting  Cold  and  Silver 
Lace  :  Alio  the  Bill  To  impower  Juflices  of  Peace  to  commit 
O finders  to  the  Houfe  of  CorreCfion,  Read  a  firft  Time  the 
BUI  For  punifiing  Perfons  taking  Fifi  out  of  Ponds  ^  and  Deer 
mirfParks.  Sercrafl  Bill* 

Jwie  lo.  The  Lords  read  a  firft  Time  the  Bill  For grant-^^'^^ 
h^  to  his  Maje/fy  8oo>OCX>  1.  to  be  raifed  by  Annuities  charge-' 
able  on  the  Sinking  Fund :  Alfo  the  Bill  To  prevent  Cloth  or 
IVcollen  Goods  from  being  ftolen  in  the  Night-Time. 

June  22*  The  Lords  put  off  for  a  Month  the  Report  from 
die  Committee  on  the  Bill  againft  ftealing  Fi(h,  oc    Alfo  * 
the  ffiU  againft  the  Efcape  of  Prifoners,  and  ordered  the 
Jn^es  to  prepare  two  other  Bills  inftcad  thereof. 

ftpie  29.  The  Lords  read  a  third  Time,  and  paTsM  the 
Bill  To  prevent  the  Marriage  of  Lunaticks.  Read  a  firft 
Tiae^  toe  B31  For  granting  »»  aiditknal  Duty  on  Foreign 

Cam- 
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Ami 6.  titoAl,^^^^'''^^^  import eJ^  and  allowing  a  Bounty  on  the  Exportation 
1741.         of  Britifii  or  Irifh  L/n^ns, 

June  JO.  Read  a  third  TimCi  and  pafs'd  the  Bill  for  con- 
tinuing ieveral  expiring  Laws  ;  alfo  theSheep-ftealing  Bill  ; 
a  Bill  to  prevent  counterfeiting  the  Coin  ;  alfo  a  Bill  for  re- 
gulating the  Plantation  Trade. 

The  latter  End  of  this  Month  died  the  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 

AlteratioiM  in     ^^^  Criffin  ;  the  Title  extind.     About  the  fame  Time  Dr. 

the  Peerage.       ^^^^h Bifliop  of  St>David'$y  was  iranflated  to  the  Bifhoprick 

of  txeter^  vacant  by  the  Death  of  Dr  IVefton  ;  in  which  he 

was  fucceeded  by  Dr  Edward  WilUs. 

July  6.  The  Lords  read  afirft  Time  the  Bill  to  continue  fe- 
veral  Laws  for  the  Encouragement  ^Britifli  made  Sail-^hth. 

July  7.  A  Bill  For  granting  an  additional  Duty  on  Foreign 
Cambrich^  &c.  was  read  the  third  Time  and  pafs'd  :  Alio 
read  a  firft  Time  a  Bill  from  the  Commons,  To  etcplain  and 
amend  the  Laws  touching  the  Elections  of  Members y  and  to  rr- 
ftrain  the  Partiality  and  regulate  the  Conduct  of  Returning 
C?^(C^rj,— But  it  never  came  to  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  fame  Day  the  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  Lord  Vifcount  Coh- 
ham  was  declared  Field  iMarflial  of  all  and  Angular  his  Maje- 
fly's  Forces  ;    and  was  alfo  appointed  Captain  and  Colonel 
Prtfermcnts  and  ^^^^fi*"^  Troop  of  Horfc  Grenadier  Guards. 
Removalf.  ^"  *^  '^^^  ^^  y»/K  the  Right  Hon.  7o/;»  Lord  Cower 

was  appointed  Keeper  of  his  MajelKr's  Privy  Seal,  in  the 
Room  of  John  Lord  ffervey,  who  rehgn'd  ;  alfo  appointed 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Staffordy  and  iwom  of 
the  Privy  Council.— ^iTiVjot  Pultene;,  Efq;  was  created 
Baron  of  Heydony  Vifcount  Pulteney  of  Writ^tWy  and  Earl 
of  Bath,  —  Mien  Lord  Bathurfl  was  appointed  Captain  of  his 
Maje(ly's  Band  of  Gentlemen  Penfioners,  in  the  room  of 
Charles  Duke  of  Bolton,  and  fwom  of  the  Privy  Council.—— 
Charles  Duke  of  Bolton  appointed  Governor  of  the  Iflc  of 
IVighty  SLndofCarisbrookCMCf  and  the  Fortifications  there- 
unto belonging,  in  the  faid  Ifle  ;  alfo  made  Warden  of  the 
New  Foreft  in  Hamp/hire.  —  Lord  Delawar  appointed  Ma- 
fler-Foreftcr   of  Frithan  in  the  faid  Forefl. 

On  the  15th  the  Earl  of  Bath  took  his  Seat  in  the  Houfc 

of  Peers.    The  fame  Day  the  King  put  an  End  to  the  SefCon 

with  a  moft  gracious  Speech  ♦  :  Then  the  Lord  Chancellor^ 

The  Parlitment  by  his  Majefly's  Command,  prorogued  the  Parliament  to  the 

pror*ga'd,  j^th  of  September.  , 

•  See  the  Speech  at  hife  in  Cb  AM  DL I  t*iHilbry  of  the  Hovfe  of  Gofli* 
monij  Vol.  XIII,  p.  173. 
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An.  a6.  Ceo.  11.  to  this  Bill,  of  which  I  am  ftill  convinced  that  k  will  produce 
174Z.  nothing  but  Embari\iirment,  Lodes  and  Difgrace. 
1,11.^-V**-^  *  The  NecclFity  of  gaining  and  preferving  the  Efteem  of 
the  People  I  very  willingly  uliow  ;  but  am  of  Opinionj  that 
though  it  may  fomctimes'be  gained  by  flattering  their  Pafli- 
ons,  and  complying  with  their  Importunities,^  by  falfe  Ap- 
pearances of  Relief,  and  momentary  Alleviations  of  their 
Gricviyices,  It  is  only  to  he  prcferved  by  real  and  permanent 
Benefits,  by  a  Itcady  Attention  to  the  great  Ends  of  Govern- 
ment, and  a  vigorous  Profccution  of  the  Means  by  which 
tliey  may  be  obtained,  without  Regard  to  prefent  Prejudices 
or  tem'iorury  Clamours. 

*  1  bcTk  vc,  my  Lords,  it  will  always  be  fonnd  that  it  is 
dangorjr. ,  to  gratify  the  People  at  their  own  Expcnce,  and 
to  lacrificc  their  Intcrell  to  their  Caprices  ;  for  I  have  fo 
high  a  Wneration  for  their  Wifdoro,  as  to  pronounce  witli- 
out  Scruple,  that  however  they  may  for  a  Time  be  deceived 
by  artful  Mifreprefentations,  they  will  at  length  leanx  to 
cUeem  thole  moll  who  have  the  Refolution  to  promote  their 
Happinefs  inOppofition  to  their  Prejudices. 

*  I  am  therefore  confident,  my  Lords,  of  regaining  the 
Popularity  which  I  may  lofc,  by  declaring  once  more  that 
this  Bill  ought  to  be  rejected  ;  fince  no  Endestvours  (hall  be 
wanting  to  Ihew  how  little  it  is  neceflary,  by  an  effc^lnal  Pro- 
tection of  every  Part  of  our  Trade,  and  a  dibgent  Provi£on 
for  the  naval  Service/ 

Then  the  Duke  of  Bedford  (poke  as  follows  ; 
My  Lords, 
p.  at"  Bcdtbrd.         *  I  am  convinced  tliat  this  BUI  is  very  far  from  being  either 
abfurd  or  ufclefs  ;  nor  can  I  imagine  that  they^  by  whom  it 
Wiis  drawn  up,  could  fail  of  producing  fome  ExpecUests  that 
may  deferve  Conlideration. 

*  It  i^  probable  that  a  farther  Inquiry  may  (hew  the  Pro- 
piiety  of  fbmeClaufcfi,  which  at  prefent  appear  moft  liable 
to  Ccnfure  ;  and  that  if  we  rcjeifl  this  Bill  thus  precipitately, 
we  fliail  condemn  what  we  do  not  fully  comprehesd. 

*  No  Claule  appeared  to  me  more  unworthy  of  the  Judg- 
ment ind  Penetration  of  the  Merchants  than  the  laft,  nor 
was  tJierc  any  wJiicIi  I  fhould  have  reje^ed  at  the  firft  Pern- 
i'al  with  Icfs  Regret ;  yet,  liaving  taken  this  Opportunity  of 
confidcring  it  a  fecond  Time,  I  find  it  by  no  raeaas  indc^n- 
(ibic  ;  for  the  Dirc<5tion  of  Ships  ftationed  for  the  Defence  of 
XHjr  I  Celt  huiiu  Territories,  is  not  committed  to  the  Govcr* 
r.or^  alone.  The  Council  of  each  Province  is  join'd  v/itii 
t'.icm   in  Authority,  by  whom  any  private  Regards  may  be 

pyerborne,  and  who  cannot  be  fuppoled  to  concur  in  any  dj. 

rcclion* 
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redionSy  whidi  will  not  promote  the  general  Intereft  of  the  An.  16.  Geo.  II, 
Colony.  *74a^ 

^  I  doubt '  not,  my  Lords^  but  other  Claules  have  been  ^"'^^""  ^ 
eqaally  miftaken,  and  therefore  tliink  ic  neceffary  to  conOder 
them  in  a  Committee,  where  every  Lord  may  declare  his 
Sentiments,  without  the  Reflraint  ot  a  formal  Debate  ;  and 
wberethe  Bill  may  be  deliberately  revifed,  and  accommodated 
more  exadUy  to  the  prefent  Exigencies  of  the  Nation.' 

The  Earl  o(  Wlnchelfea  fpoke  again  as  follows  : 
M}'  Lirdsy 

'  The  only  Reafon  which  has  been  urged  for  confidering  E.of  Winchcifca 
this  Bill  in  a  Committee,  is  the  Neceflity  of  gratifying  the 
Merchsints,  and  of  fhewing  our  Concern  for  the  Profpcrity 
of  Commerce  ;  if  therefore  it  fhall  appear  that  the  Merchants 
arc  indifferent  with  regard  to  its  Succcfs,  I  hope  it  will  be 
rejedcd  without  Oppofition. 

*  I  was  tliis  Morning,  my  Lords,  inform *d  by  a  Merchant, 
who  has  many  Opportunities  of  acquainting  himfelf  with  the 
Opinions  of  the  trading  Part  of  the  Nation,  that  they  were 
fully  convinced  of  the  IrapoHibility  of  adapting  fixed  Rules  to 
variable  Exigencies ;  or  of  eftablifhing  any  certain  Method  of 
obviating  the  Chances  of  War,  and  defeating  Enemies  who 
were  every  Day  altering  their  Schemes  ;  and  declared  tJiat 
tbeyhad  no  Hopes  of  Security  but  from  the  Vigilance  of  a 
Board  of  Admiralty,  folicitous  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Mer- 
chants and  the  Honour  of  the  Nation.' 

The  Lord  Cholmondeley  fpoke  as  follows : 
My  Lords  J 

*  As  three  Claufes  of  this  Bill  have  been  univerfally  given  ^  ^^  cholmon- 
up,  and  almofl  all  the  reft  plainly  prov'd  by  the  noble  Lord    '     jejey. 

to  b^  either  abflird  or  fupcrilnous,  I  cannot  (ee  why  it  ftiould 
not  be  rejected  without  the  Solemnity  of  farther  Confidera- 
tion  ;  to  which,  indeed,  nothing  but  the  Title  can  give  it 
any  Claim. 

*  The  Title,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  fpecious,  and  well  fit- 
ted to  the  Dcfign  of  gaining  Attention  and  promoting  Popu- 
larity; but  with  this'TitIc  there  is  nothing  that  coriefpojjds, 
nor  is  any  Thing  to  be  found  but  Confufion  and  Contradicti- 
ons, which  grow  more  numerous  upon  farther  Search. 

*  That  the  whole  Bill,  my  Lords,  is  uuneceiTary,  cannot 
be  denied,  if  it  be  conlidercd  that  nothing  is  propofed  in 
it  which  is  not  already  in  tlie  Power  of  yourLordfhips,  whc^ 
inav  call  at  Pleafurc  for  the  Lids  of  the  Navy,  tlic  Account? 
of  the  Cruifers,  tlie  Datci  of  their  Commiffions,  and  the 
Jmirnals  of  their  Com;Ti:indcr:5  ;  a*^  you  did  in  the  Sixth  ot 

1742.  <>  -^  <}\\vx\\ 
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Sandwich  135,  272. 

Shafrfbury,  135. 

Stanhope,  13$. 

St.  John,  I  55-    » 

Talbot,  X35,  272. 

Ward,  272. 

Wcftmorcland,  135. 


The  following  Lords  entered  their  Dijent 
againft  the  Bill,  For  Licenfing  SfirituoHS 
Liquors. 

TH  E  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury^  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort  \  the  Earls  of  Jylesfird  and  Stanhope  ; 
the  Bifhops  of  London^  St.  Jfaph^  CbicheJIery  NerwUh^ 
Gbucejlery  Oxford^  Exeter^  BriJioU  Sarum  ^  and  the 
Lords  Romney  and  Gower^  p,  271* 
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Houfc  of  L  O  R  D  S, 

VV  I  T  H    T  H  li 

DEBATESand  PROTESTS  therein. 

D     U     R    IN    G 

TheSfiCONDSESSIONofthcTHiRD 
Parliament  of  King  GEORGE  11. 

I S  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Stair,  who  was  ap-  ^*  '€•  Ge«.  H, 
pointed  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  to  the  States  .     'Z^^JL      . 
General,  in  March  laft,  arrived   here  on         ^^^"^ 
the  aSih  o£  Ati^ufi  from  It olland,  znd  wait-^j^^  j^^^j  ^^ 
cd  on  his  Majefty  :  The  next  Day  the  Privy  stair  fcts  out  for 
Council  was  fummon'd  ;  and  on  the  3d  of  Holland. 

September  his  Lordftiip  fet  out  on  his  Return. 
The  latter  End  of  September  the  Lord  Carteret  y  one  of  As   alfo    Ur4 

liis  Majeftjr's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,   was  fent  on  Carteret. 

A  CoinmiflK>n  to   the  Hague  ;    and  fbon  after   his  Lord' 
Vol,  VIIL  Part  2-  "  P  (hip  ' 
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An.  16.  Ceo.  n^  fhip  returned  and    waited  upon    the  King  j    whereupon 
'74a.         the  Baggage   of  his  MajeUy,   and  his  Royal  Highnefsthe 
^-    ^*~  '^  Duke,   which   had  been  Ihipp'd  for  fiandsrs,  were  brought 
back. 

On  die  16th  oi  Novemhr  the  Parliament,  purfuant  to  (e- 
vcral  Prorogations,  met  at  WeJtminlUry  and  his  Majcfty  0- 
pen'd  the  Selfion  with  the  following  Speech  ; 

"  My  Lords  J  and  Gentlemen^ 
T^«  King's      "  ^'pN  H  E  prefcnt  important  Conjundure  of  Affairs  will, 
?rc' ch  at  open-  "X       I  am  pcrfiiaded,  be  thought  a  fufEcient  Keafon  for 
Scffion^  ^*^°"**     "  calling  you  thus  early  together. 

"I  have,  in  Purrimncc  of  tlie  repeated  Advice  of  mv  Par- 
"  li anient,  taken  fuch  a  Part  as  appeared  to  me  moft  con- 
**  ducive  to  the  Support  of  the  Houle  of  Auflria^  and  to  the 
**  restoring  and  fecuring  the  Balance  of  Power.  In  this 
**  View,  I  ordered  a  confiderable  Body  of  Troops  to  be  fcnt 
*'  from  hence  into  Flanders  ;  and,  at  the  Clole  of  the  Uft 
*'  Seflion,  I  forefaw,  and  pointed  out  to  you,  that  it  might 
*'  be  incumbent  upon  me,  to  enter  into  further  Meafures 
"  for  the  fame  great  and  dclirable  Knds.  The  Augmentation 
**  of  our  Strength  in  the  Loui  Countries  became  a  necelDry 
*'  Step  ;  for  which  Purpole  I  fent,  in  Concert  with  my  Al- 
^*  lies,  Sixteen  Thoufand  .of  my  Electoral  Troops  thither, 
'*  with  the  Heftans  in  the  Br'it'tjh  Pay,  in  order  to  form 
**  fuch  a  Force,  in  Conjundlion  witli  the  Auftrian  Troops, 
*'  as  might  be  of  Service  to  the  common  Caufe  in  all  Events ; 
'^  and  I  doubt  not  but  I  fhall  have  your  AiTiftance  in  the 
**  Support  of  thefe  neceilary  Meafures. 

*'  The  Magnanimity  and  FirmneTs  of  the  Qiicen  of  ^w;- 
"  K^n^  notwitliftanding  fo  many  numerous  Armies  fent 
**  againft  her  ;  the  refolute  Conduft  of  the  King  of  Sard't- 
^*  nitiy  4nd  his  ftri(5l  Adherence  to  his  Engagements,  though 
**  attacked  in  his  own  Dominions  ;  the  Stop  which  has  been 
**•  hitherto  put  to  the  ambitious  Deiigns  of  the  Court  of 
"  Spain  in  Italy  ^  (to  which  the  (Operations  of  my  Fleet,  in 
*'  the  Mediterranean y  have  fo  vinbly  contributed ;  )  the 
"  Change  of  Affairs  in  the  North ^  which  has  appeared  by 
**  the  publick  Requifition,  made  by  SioeiUn^  of  my  'good 
"  Oificef,  for  procuring  a  Peace  between  JRnJfia  and  that 
*'  Crown  ;  ancl  the  deienfivc  Alliance  agreed  upon,  not 
'*  only  between  me  and  the  CzarinUy  but  alfo  between  me 
**  and  the  King  of  Prufia  \  are  Events,  which  conld  not 
'*  have  been  expected,  M  Great  Britain  had  not  fhcwn  a  fea- 
*'  fonable  Spirit  and  Vigour,  in  Defence  and  Afliftancc  of 
'^  its  antient  Allies,  and  in  the  Maintenance  of  the  Liber- 

**  tie» 
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*'  ties  of  Eursfff  as  well  as  of  its  own  true,  and  lafting  In-  An.  i6.Geo.lI. 
"  tcrcft.  i74». 

'^  Gentlemen  of  the  Hou/e  of  Commonly  v^'~^       ~J 

**  I  have  ordered  the  proper  Eftimates  for  the  Service  of 
**  the  enfuing  Year  to  be  prepared,  and  laid  before  you,  and 
*'  alfo  an  Account  of  the  Expence  of  thofc  particular  Ser* 
''  vices,  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  which  you 
**  will  find  to  have  been  concerted  in  as  frugal  a  Manner, 
*'  as  the  Nature  of  them  would  admit.  I  am  perfuaded, 
'*  that  you  will  readily  grant  me  fuch  Supplies,  as  (hall  be 
**  found  pcceflary  for  the  Security  and  Welfare  of  the  Na* 
**  tion,  ^equifite  for  the  Support  of  the  common  Caufe, 
**  and  ad^^iiate  to  the  prcfeiit  Emergency. 

"  My  l:9t:ds-iwd^ent/emefiy 
'^  The  Importance  of  your  Deliberations  at  this  Time  is 
'*  fb  evident,  that  I  will  fay  nothing  to  enforce  it.  The 
^^  Honour  and  Intereft  of  my  Crown  and  Kingdoms  ;  the 
'*  Succefs  of  the  War,  wherein  I  am  engaged  againft  Spain  ; 
*'  and  the  Rc-eftabli/hment  of  the  Balance  and  Tranquillity 
'*  of  Europe y  will  greatly  depend  on  the  Prudence  and  Vi- 
'^  gour  of  your  Rcfolutions.  Let  it  be  your  Care  to  avoid 
"  every  Thing  that  may  either  delay  or  weaken  them ;  and 
'*  to  convince  the  World,  that  you  are  determined  to  make 
"  a  right  Ufe  of  the  prefent  Opportunity." 

The  King  being  withdrawn,  the  Marmiefs  of  Tweediiaie* 
flood  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  EtteA  : 

My  Lords, 

*  It  is  not  without  the  higheft  Satisfaction,  that  every  The  Marquis  of 
Lover  of  Mankind  muft  look  upon  the  Alterations  that  have  Twecddale'sMo- 
lately  been  produced  in  the  State  of  Europe  ;  nor  can  any  ^^^  Tht^u 
Briton  forbear  to  exprefs  an  immediate  and  particular  Piea<- 

fure  to  obferve  his  Country  ridng  again  into  its  former  Dig- 
nity, to  fee  his  own  Nation  (hake  o^ Dependence,  and  roufe 
firom  Inadlivity,  cover  the  Ocean  with  her  Fleets^  and  awe 
the  Continent  with  her  Armies,  bid  once  more  Defiance  to 
the  rapacious  Invaders  of  neighbouring  Kingdoms,  and  the 
daring  Projeftors  of  univerfad  Dominion,  once  more  exert 
her  Influence  in  foreign  Courts,  and  raife  another  Confede** 
racy  againft  the  Po-wer  of  France, 

*  The  Q.ueen  of  Hungary^  who  was  lately  obliged  to  re- 
tire at  the  Approach  of  her  Enemies,  to  leave   Vienna  in 

1742  P  2  Danger 

*  Appointed  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  in  February,  174.1  ;  and 
■hinimoufly  eleded  one  of  the  Sixteen  Peers  in  April,  I74»,  on  theDe** 
aufe  of  the  Earl  of  Hppton« 
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Aii.i6.  Geo.n.  Danger  of  a  Siege,  and  fcek  Shelter  in  the  remoteft  Corner 
'74^      ^  of  her  Dominions,  who  was  lately  fo  harrailcd  with  Inva* 
"^yf^^'^^  lions,  and  encircled  with  Dangers,  that  (he  could  fcarce  fly 
from  one  Ravagcr,  without  falling  into  the  Hands  of  another, 
is  now  able  to  give  Laws  to  her  Perfccutors,  to  return  the 
Violence  which  (he  has  fuffered,  and  inftead  of  imploring 
Mercy  from  thofe,  who  had  no  Regard  but   to  their  own 
Interell,  and  were  determined  to  annihilate  her  Family  and 
divide  her  Dominions,  now  fits  in  full  Security  on   her 
Throne,  dire^fls  the  March  of  diftant  Armies,  and  dilates 
the  Terms,  on  which  thofe  who  have  entered  her  Dominions 
Ihall  be  fuffered  to  efcape. 

*  Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  prefent  State  of  the  German 
Empire,  nor  have  the  Affairs  of  the  reft  of  Europe  been  lefs 
changed  ;  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  has  been  di- 
miniihed  on  ev^ry  Side,  its  Alliance  has  been  rejeded,  and 
its  Influence  difregarded. 

'  The  King  of  Sardinia  has  openly  engaged  to  hinder  the 
Sfyaniards  from  erecting  a  new  Kingdom  in  Italyy  and  the* 
he  has  hitherto  been  fomewhat  embarralled  in  his  Meafures, 
and  opprefled  by  the  Superiority  of  his  Enemies,  has  at  leaft 
by  preventing  the  Conjundion  of  the  Stanijh  Armies,  prc- 
ferved  the  y^uftrians  from  being  overwhelmed.  Kor  can  the 
Situation  of  his  Dominions  and  the  Number  of  his  P'orccs, 
fufFer  us  to  doubt  but  that  in  a  (hortTime  he  will  be  able  en- 
tirely to  fecure  Itafyy  fince  he  has  already  recovered  his 
Country,  and  drove  back  the  Spaniards  into  the  Bofom  of 
France, 

*  The  Condition  of  the  other  Spanijh  Army  is  fuch,  as  no 
Knemy  can  wifli  to  be  aggravated  by  new  Calamities.  They 
are  (hut  up  in  a  Country  without  Provifions,  or  of  which 
the  Inhabitants  are  unwilling  to  fupply  them.  On  one  Side 
are  neutral  States,  to  which  the  Law  of  Nations  bars  their 
Entrance  ;  on  another  the  M edit  err  an  can  Sea,  which  can  af- 
ford them  only  the  melancholy  Profpedl  of  hoftile  Arma- 
ments, or  fomctimes  of  their  own  Ships  falling  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Englijh  ;  behind  them  are  the  Troops  of  Au^ 
ftria  ready  to  embarrafs  their  March,  intercept  their  Con- 
voys, and  receive  thofe  whom  Famine  and  Defpair  incite 
to  change  their  Mafters,  and  to  feek  among  foreign  Nations 
that  Ealeand  Safety,  of  which  the  Tyranny  of  their  own 
'Government,   and  the  Madnefs  of  their  own  Leaders  has 

deprived  them.  Such  is  their  Diftrefs,  and  fo  great  their 
Diminution  that  a  few  Months  muft  compleat  th<»ir  Ruin  ; 
they  mull  be  deftroyed  without  the  Honour  of  a  Battle,  they 

mnft 
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mdft  fink  under  the  Fatigue  of  hungry  Marches,   and  be  at  An.  i6  Geo,  It 
length  devoured  by  thofe  Difeafes,  which  Toil  and  Penury         ^J^' 
will  inevitably  produce.  ^    ~  ^ 

*  That  the  Diminution  of  the  Influence  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  is  not  an  empty  Opinion,  which  we  eafily  receive, 
becaufc  we  wiih  it  to  be  true  ;  that  other  Nations  likewife 
fee  the  fame  Events  with  the  fame  Sentiments,  and  prog- 
nolUcate  the.  Decline  of  that  Power  which  has  lb  long  inti- 
midated the  Univcrfe,  appears  from  the  Declaration  now 
made  by  his  Majefty  of  the  Condudl  of  the  Swedijh  *  Court. 

*  That  Nation  which  was  lately  governed  by  the  Coun- 
fcls,  and  glutted  with  the  Bounties  of  France^  which  watch- 
ed the  Nod  of  her  mighty  Patronefs,  and  made  War  at  her 
Command  againfl  the  Ruffian  Empire,  now  begins  to  dif- 
cover  that  there  areother  Powers  more  worthy  of  Coniideiice 
and  Rcfpetft,  more  careful  to  obferve  their  Engagements,  or 
more  able  to  fulfil  them.  She  therefore  requeus  the  Bntijh 
Monarch  to  extricate  her  from  thole  Difficulties,  in  which 
fee  is  entangled  by  a  blind  Compliance  with  French  Dictates, 
to  reftore  to  her  the  Difmembered  Provinces,  and  recal  that 
Enemy  which  now  impends  over  her  Capital,  and  whom 
the  French  have  neither  Intereft  to  appeafe  nor  Strength  to 
refift. 

*  Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  prefent  Profpcfl  which  offers 
itfelftohim  who  furveys  Europe  with  a  political  View, 
and  examines  the  prefent  Intereft  and  Difpofitions  of  neigh- 
bouring Potentates  :  Such  is  the  Order  which  has  been  pro- 
duced h-om  general  Confufion,  and  fuch  the  Re-eftabllfhment 
of  equal  Power,  which  has  fucceedcd  thefe  Concudions  of 
Europe* 

'  It  Is  no  fmall  Addition  to  the  Pleafure  which  this 
Change  muft  afford  every  Man,  who  has  either  Wifdom  to 
difcovcr  his  own  Happinefs,  or  Benevolence  to  rejoice  in 
that  of  others,  that  it  has  been  the  Effeft  not  of  Chance  but 
of  Condnft,  that  it  is  not  an  unforefeen  Event  produced  by 
the  fccret  Operation  of  Caufes  furioufly  concurring,  but 
the  Refult  ota  political  and  juft  Defign  well  concerted  and 
ftcadily  purfued  ;  that  every  Advantage  which  has  been 
gainea  is  the  Confcquence  of  Mcafures  laid  to  obtain  it, 
that  our  Happinefs  has  been  procured  by  Prudence,  and 
that  our  Counfels  have  not  been  lucky  but  wife. 

^  If  we  rcfledt,  my  Lords,  upon  the  Caufes  which  have 
contributed  to  the  Refcuc  o(  Europe hom  impending  Slavery, 

p  3  which 

•  By  a  Paragraph  in  the  Gazette,  the  Court  of  Swica  had  made-  4 
pobhckRc^uililion  of  hi-  Mdje(ly'»  good  Ofhces. 
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An.  i6.  Ceo.  II.  ^^^^  ^^^e  re-cftablifhed  the  Queen  oi Hungary  in  her  Do- 
,74a.         mimons,  enabled  her  to  lay  waile  the  Territories  of  her  In- 

^-'^^'^-^  vaders,- confirmed  her  Friends  to  their  Fidelity,  and  intimi- 
dated  thofe  whom  rival  Interefts  inclined  to  wi(h  her  Fall, 
or  the  Hope  of  fharing  in  the  Plunder  had  incited  to  form 
Ddigas  againtt  her.  If  we  enquire  to  what  it  is  to  be  a- 
Jcribed,  that  (he  is  able  to  form  new  Alliances,  and  defend 
her  Doraimons  with  Confederate  Armie?,  we  fhall  find  it 
cafy  to  trace  all  thefe  R6volutions  to  oneCaufe,  theileadv 

/  and  prudent  Conduft  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 

*  Our  Sovereign,  my  Lords,  has  looked  on  the  Troubles 
o^f '"-^/i?  with  that  Concern  which  publick  Virtue  infpires  • 
hehasfeenthe  Su&rings  of  this  illuftrious  Princefs  with 
that  Companion,  which  is  always  due  to  Magnanimity  op- 
prefTed,  and  formed  Refolutions  for  her  A (Tiftancc  widi  that 
Ardour,  which  Courage  naturally  kindles;  but  with  that 
Caution  hkewife  and  Secrefy  which  Experience  dilates  Bat 
he  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  though  he  was  the  Friend 
ot  the  Queen  oi  Hungary,  he  was  to  confidcr  himfelf  as  the 
Father  of  the  People  of  Great  Britain,  that  he  was  not  to 
exhault  the  Forces  of  this  Nation  in  Romantick  Expeditions 
or  exhauft  its  Treafures  in  giving  .ilTiftance  which  was  not 
needed. 

J  He  therefore  waited  to  obferve  the  Event  of  the  War 
and  to  difcover,  whether  the  incelfant  Struggles  of  the  Au- 
///•/,/«  would  be  able  to  throw  offthel^iad,  with  which 
they  were  opprefled  ;  but  he  found  that  their  Spirit,  how- 
ever ardent,  could  not  fupply  the  WantofStrengtli ;  hefound 
hat  they  were  fainting  under  iufupcrable  Labours/and  that 
diough  they  wete  m  no  Danger  of  being  conquered  by  the 
V  a  our  of  their  Enemies,  they  muft  in  a  ^ort  Time  be  w«! 
ried  out  by  Numbers,  nmcocviea- 

'  His  Majeftv  then  knew,  my  Lords,  that  by  fendinff 
thc-m  fpcedy  Affiftonce,  he  at  once  promoted  the  IntS  of 
his  Pcoole  and  gratified  hisown  IncLations :  He  therefore 
fuppheJ  the  queen  with  fuch  Sums  as  enabled  herto^? 
new  forces,  and  drive  her  Enemies  before  her.  By  proc^^ 
ing  a  Reconaliation  with  the  King  of />r„/7.  he  fr«d  her 
hym  the  nearelt  and  molt  formidable  Dan|^^  a„d  ^ve  Jer 
an  Opportunity  to  fecure  herfelf  againfttheVenacesS^r 

thouril'rn'iw-^''  ^^  T-'  ''"/'^  fr^""  ioTt,<:Ric\,  Dangers, 
tv  nf  U  ^f  ^/"'^"  fr*»™  her  Capital,  tho'  Capti^- 

Prev  m'lJ  p     '-^^  ""■■'  '•''*'""  Dominions  were  ftill  a 
Prey  to  her  Enemies.    The  Spa„iardiUd  already  landj 
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oac    Army  In  Italy,  ivhich    another    was    hafiening    toAn.  i6.  Ofo.IL 
join.      The  Succefs  of  this  Enterprizc,  which  would  have        '74^* 
gained  the  greateft  Part  of  Italy  y  could  only  be  hindered  by  ' 
the  Kine  of  Sardiniay  who  was  therefore  fbliicited  by   the 
SpanJaras  and    French   to  favour  their    De/ign,    with  the 
ilrongefl  Proteflations  and  the  moft  magnificent  #romifes. 
But  ihefe  were  over-balanced  by  the  Influence  of  the  King  of 
Gnat  Bntahiy  whofe  Name  was  of  fufEcient  Importance  to 
make  the  weaker  Part  moft  eligible,  and  to  counterbalance 
the  Force  of  immediate  Interefh 

*  Thus  was  the  Paflage  into  Italy  barred  againft  the  Spa^ 
niardsy  by  Obftacles  which  they  can  never  furmount,  while 
their  otlier  Army  is  befieged  by  our  Fleet  and  by  the  Auftri^ 
ans :'  and  reduced,  inftead  of  conquering  Kingdoms,  to 
change  their  Camp,  and  regulate  tlieir  iMarches,  with  no 
other  View  than  to  avoid  Famine.  While  that  Prince, 
wbdfe Dominions  might  moft  commodioufly  afford  them  Sue* 
cour,  and  whom  all  the  Ties  of  Nature  and  of  Intereft  oblige 
to  aflift  them,  is  awed  *  by  the  Britijb  Ships  of  War,  which 

lie 
•  Tb«  following  Article  appearM  In  the  Gazette. 
'  Whitehall,  Sept.  4.  By  a  Letter  of  the  loth  of  Aoguft,  receiv*d  the 
'  2d  Inftant  from  Edward  Alien,  Efq  ;  hii  Majefty'i  Conful  at  Naples,  to 
'  hit  Grace  the  Doke  of  Newcaille,  there  is  Advice,  that  on  Sunday 
'  Moraing,  the  19th  of  Auguft,  a  Squadron  of  his  Majefty*s  Ships,  con-. 
*  fiffingofthe  Ipfwich,  Capt.  Wiiliaffi  MarVn,Coma3odore;  the  Panther, 

*  Cape.  Gideon  ;  the  Oxford,  Captain  Pawlett  $  the  Feveribaip,  Capt« 
'  Hughs  $  and  the  Durlley  Galley  Capt.  De  1*  Angle  ;  four  Bomb  VeOela 
'  and  four  Tenders,  appear*din  the  Bay  of  Naples  j:  and  fome  Hours  be*- 
'  fore  they  came  to  an  Anchor  before  the  Town  (which  was  about  Four 
'  in  the  Afternoon)  the  Duke  ofMonteallrgre  fentto  his  Maj^fty's  Con-. 
'  ful,  to  d^fire  him  to  go  aboard  the  Commodore,  to  know  whether  they 
'  came  as  Friends  or  Enemies,  the  App^rance  feemi/ig,  as  he  faid,  ho-. 

*  ftile  \    but   that  his  Sicilian  Majefty  would  be  glan  to  receive  them  as 

*  Friends,  definog  nothing  more  than.the  Amity  of  his  Bricannick  Ma- 
'  jefty.  TheConfttlupon  that  went  ooBoard  cbeCommodore,  whocoromw* 

*  tticated  to  him  the  Purport  of  the  Order  he  had  received  from  Vice  Ad^  • 
'  miral  Matthews,  and  a  MeiTage  to  be  deliver*d  in  the  King*s  Name  to  hia 
'  Sicilian  Majefty,  which  was,  that  his  Briunnick  MajeAy  being  in  Alii* 

*  ance  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  King  ot  ^rdinia,and  th« 
'  King  of  the  two  Sicilies  having  join *d  his  Forces  uirh  thofe  of  Spain, 
'  in  declax'd  War  with  Englaad,  to  invade  the  Queen  of  Hungary's  Do- 
'  miiuon5,  contrary  to  all  Treaties,  he,  the  ConuiiOdore,  was  lent  to  de-  ^ 
'  mand,  that  the  King  of  the  two  Sicilies  fhould  not  only  forthwith  with- 
'  draw  his  Tioops  from  a^ing  in  Conjun^ion  with  thofe  of  Spain,  but 

*  that  his  Sicilian  Majefty  ftould  promlfc  not  to  give  them  any  further 
'  AiTtilance  of  any  Kind  whatever.  . 

*  Capt.    Del* Angle,  of  the  Durfley  Galley,  was  charged  with  this 

*  Me^Tage,   and   the  Ccmmodoic  dcfired  the  Conful  to  accompany  the 

*  Captain  to  be  his  Intcspreirr.     They  went  to  the  Secretary's  Office 

*  at  five  of  the  Clock.     The  King  was  then  at  Church,  and  was  not  to  . 

*  letarn  till  Six.     Bsit  the   Duke  ot'  Monteallegre  received  the  Mcllage^   • 

*  and  told  them,  that  whfn  the  King  rcf-irncd  he^vo•:Id  51  v--  the  Anrwcr, 

•  Ar- 
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An.  t6.G«),  II  lye  at  Anchor  before  his  Metropolis,  and  of  which  the  Com- 
'74^^        manders,  upon  the  Icatt  Sufpicion  of  Hoftilities  againft  the 
■"^^     '  Queen  of  Hungary ^  threaten'  to  batter  his  Palaces,  and  de- 
ftroy  his  Gty. 

*  In  tbis  Manner,  my  Lords,  has  the  King  of  Great  Bri^ 
tain  affiftcd  the  Houfe  of  Anftria  with  his  Treafurcs,  his  In- 
fluence, and  his  Navy  ;  thus  docs  he  fubdue  fomc  Enemies, 
and  reliroin  others ;   thus  does  he  hold  die  Balance  of  the 

War, 

*  Accordingly  at  Eight  the  Dnkc  of  Montcallegrc  «me  from  the 
f  King  in  Council,  and  told  them  the  Demand  would  be  complied  with, 
f  and  in  Writing,  as  required  ;  but  deHred  to  have  fomc  Anfwer  alfo  in 
'  Writing,  importing,  that  upon  the  faid  Compliance  no  Hoftilities 
'  ihould  be  committed  on  their  Side.  They  then  returned  on  Board 
f  with  General  Bowrke,  who  was  fent  from  hie  Sicilian  Majefty  to  de- 
f  fire  this  of  the  Commodore  j  but  he  faid  his  Orders  were  ablblute, 

*  and  did  not  authorife  him  to  give  any  Anfwer,  but  that  he  expected 
f  a  Compliance  in  half  an  Hour*s  Time,  or  at  fartheft,  an  Hoiur,  after 
'  the  Conful  and  Captain* s  being  on  Shore.  The  Duke  of  Monteailegre 
?  then  defired  that  he  might  infert  in  his  Letter,  That  upon  the  Conlial 
^  and  Captain's  Aflurances  by  Word  of  Mouth,  that  no  Hoftili/ies  ihould 
f  be  committed,  his  Sicilian  MajeAy  did  promife,  &c«  Capt.  De  T  Angle 
'  defired  the  Conful  to  tell  the  Duke,  that  he  apprehended  the  Common 

*  dore  would  not  be  Satisfied  with  that  Condition  ;  upon   which  the 

*  Duke  defired  the  Conful  to  afllire  the  Commodore,  that  if  he  objeded 

*  to  it,  it  /hould  be  left  out,  and  that  the  Subftance  of  the  Letter  being 
'  fully  what  was  required,  be  hoped  it  would  be  (ufficient  for  thac 
'  Ni^t.  It  was  two  Hours  paft  Midnight  when  the  Conful  returned 
f  on  Board,  and  the  Commodore  was  fo  far  (atisHed,  as  to  promife  he 
'  w(  uld  not  commence  any  Hoftilities,  upon  the  AfFurances  given  him 
f  by  the  Conful,  that  any  Thing  he  obje£led  to  in  the  Foim  would  be 
'  altered  ;  and  accordingly  in  the  Morning,  another  Letter  ^%-as  wrote 
'  in  the  exaA  Words  required,  and  upon  ihe  Receipt  of  it,  the  Com« 
'  modore  ordered  all  the  Ships  to  prepare  for  failing,  and  they  M-ere 
f  under  Sail  before  Night,  and  out  of  Sight  the  next  Morning,  the  aift, 

*  N.  S.  having  been  only  24  Houfs  at  Anchor  in  the  Biy.     The  whole 

*  City  was  in  the  greateii  Alarm  and  Conflemaiion  imaginable  during  the 
5  faid  Negotiation* 

*  The  following  is  a  Tranflation  of  the  Letter  abovementioned,  writ- 
'  ten  by  the  Duke  of  Monteallegre  to  Commodore  Mai  tin. 

*'  Sir,  Naples,  Aug.  20,  N*  S. 

*•  The  King  had  already  refoIveJ,  and  given  Orders,  that  his  Troops, 
*'  whidi  arc  joined  witli  thofe  of  Spain,  fliould  withdraw,  in  order  to  the 
*•  Defence  bf  his  own' Dominions,  His  M^jefty  commands  me  to  pro- 
*'  mile  you,  in  his  Name,  that  he  will  forthwith  repeat  his  Order?, 
?'  that  his  Troops,  withdrawing  fr^m  the  Romagna,  where  they  are 
"  at  prefent,  (hall  immediately  return  into  this  Kingdom,  and  that  he 
'^  will  not,  in  any  Manner  whatfoever,  either  aid  or  afilft  thofe  of 
f '^  ^pain  any  more  in  the  prefent  War  in  Italy. 

Signed, 
f  To  Capt  Wm  Martin,  The  Marq.  of  Salas. 

«<  Commander  of  the  D.  of  Monteallegre. 

ff  Engli*?^^*<^on, 
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War,  and  thus  does  he  add  the  Weight  of  Power  to  the  An.  x6«G«o.  II. 
!   Scale  of  Juftice.  ^  Jl^ 

\      *  But  to  iecure  the  Snooefs  thathas  been  already  obtained^ 
ind  to  take  from  the  Enemies  of  Liberty  all  Hopes  of  reco- 
vering  the  Advantages  which    they  have  loft^  he  has  now 
so  kniger  confined  his  AiEflance  to  Negotiations  and  pecuni* 
ary  Sopplies.     He  knows  that  Alliances  are  always  befl  ob- 
fcrved  when  they  confer  Securityy  or  produce  manifeft  Ad- 
vantage,  and  that  Money  will  not  always  be  equivalent  to 
Annies.     He  has  therefore,  now  aded  openly  m  Defence 
of  his  Ally,  has  filled  Flanders  f  once  more  with  Britijb 
Troops,  and  garrifoned  the  Frontier  Towns  with  the  Forces 
of  that  Nation  by  which  they  were  gained.     The  Old  Sol* 
dio-  now  fees  once  more  the  Plains,  over  which  he  formerly 
parfoed  the  Squadrons  of  France ^  points  the  Place  where  he 
feiz'd  the  Standards,  or  broke  the  Lines,  where  .  he  trampled 
the  Oppreflbrs  of  Mankind,  with  that  Spirit  which  is  en- 
kiiKlled  by  Liberty  and  Juilice.     His  Heart  now  beats  once 
more  at  the  Sight  of  diofe  Walls,  which  he  formerly  ftorm- 
ed,  and  he  {hows  his  Wounds,  which  he  received  in  the  Mine 
or  on  the  Breach.     The  French  now  difcover,  that  they  arc 
not  yet  Lords  of  the  Continent,  and  thnt  Great  BritalnhAs 
other  Armies  ready  to  force  once  more  the  PafFes  of  Schel- 
if!*,(furg^  to  wreft  from  them  the  Sceptre  of  univerfal  Mo- 
narchy, and  to  confine  them  again  to  their  own  Dominions. 

'  To  the  Britijb  Regiments  his  Majelly  has  jon*d  t 
Large  Body  of  the  Forces  of  his  own  Eledorate  ♦,  without 
Regard  to  the  Danger  which  may  threaten  his  Dominions 
in  the  Ablence  of  his  Troops,  having  no  other  View  than 
to  ftxure  the  publick  Tranquility  at  whatever  Hazard  of  his 
own,  and  being  convinced  that  private  Interefl  is  moft  efiec- 
tually  fecured  by  a  Heady  Attention  to  general  Good* 

*  Thefe  Meafures,   my  Lords,  undoubtedly  demand  our 
Gratitude  and  Applaufe.     Gratitude  is  always  due  to  favou- 
rable 

f  On  tbe^a4tfa  of  April  the  followinf;  Forces  were  cmbark*d  /or 
Handen  with  all  Expedition.  [  Horfe.  ]  The  Third  and  Fourth  Troops 
rf  Guards  ;  the  fecond  Troop  of  Grenadier  Guards  j  the  King's  Regi- 
ineai ;  am  Legonier*s.  [  Dragoons.  J  Honey  woods  ;  Campbcirs  fHaw- 
%*$  ;  Gadogan*s  \  Riches.  [  Foot  ]  Three  Battalions  of  Guards  ; 
Howard's  ;  Comwallis's  j  Doroure's  \  Pultney*s  $  Campbeirs  ^  Peen*s  ; 
Handafyd's  ;  Huik*s  }  Bragg*s  j  Ponfonby*!  \  JohnTon's,  and  Bligh*s. 
To  be  commanded  by  the  following  General  Officers  j  Field  Marihal, 
1^r\  of  Stair,  Conmiander  In  Chief.  [  Lieutenants  General.  ]  Honey- 
«03d  (to  have  the  Command  till  the  £arl  of  Stair's  A  rrrivai  )  Earl  of 
Djnmore,  and  Campbell*  [  Majors  General.  ]  Howard,  Cope,  Ligoni- 
tr,  H9wley,  and  Earl  of  Albemarle.  [  Brigadiers.  }  Cornwallis,  Earl 
of  £f&ogb«mj  Pultney,  Bragg,  Hoflce,  and  Ponfonby* 
•  Sixteen  Thoufiuid  Men. 
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An*  i6.  Geo.  IL  rable  Intentions  and  dilieent  Endeavours,  even  when   diofe 
'74a»  Intentions  are  fhifh-ated  and  thofe  Endeavour^  defeated  ; 

and  Applaufe  is  often  paid  to  Succefs,  when  It  has  been  meer- 
ly  the  Effedt  of  Chance,  and  been  produced  by  Meafures  ill 
adapted  to  the  End,  which  was  intended  by  them.  But 
furely,  whenjuft  Defigns  have  been  happily  executed,  when 
wife  Meafures  are  blefs'd  with  Succefs,  neither  Envy  nor 
Hatred  will  dare  to  reiiife  their  Acclamations  ;  furely  thofe 
will  at  leaft  congratulate,  whom  the  Corruption  of  their 
Hearts  hinders  from  rejoicing,  and  thofe  who  cannot  love 
will  at  leaft  commend. 

^  Here,  my  Lords,  I  fufpcfl  no  Inclination  to  depreciate 
the  Happincfs  that  we  enjoy,  or  to  calumniate  that  Virtue 
by  which  it  has  been  obtaineil  ;  and  therefore  doubt  not 
but  your  Lordfhips  will  readily  concur  in  the  reafonable  Mo- 
tion which  I  have  now  to  offer  ;  *  That  an  humble  Addrefs 

*  be  prefcnted  to  his  Majefty,  to  return  him  the  Thanks  of 
'  this  Houfc,  for  his  moll  gracious  Speech  from  die 
'  Throne  :  To  declare  our  juft  Senfe  of  his  Majefty 's  great 
^  Care  and  Vigilance  for  the  Support  of  the  Houfe   of  Au^ 

*  y?r/tf,  and  for  reftoring  and  fecuring  the  Balance  of  Power  : 

*  To  acknowledge  his  Majefty's  great  Wifdom  and  Atten- 
'  tion  to  the  publick  Welfare,  in  fending  fo  confiderable  a 
'  Body  of  his  Forces  into  the  Lo-m  Countries y  and  in 
'  ftrengthening  them   witli  his  Electoral  Troops,  and   the 

*  HfJJians  in  Br'itijh  Pay ;  and  thereby  forming  fuch  an  Ar- 
'  my  as  may  defend  and  encourage  thofe  Powers,  who  are 
'  well  intention*d,  and  give  a  real  Affiftance  to  the  Queen  of 
'  Hungary  ;  and  to  aJTure  his  Majefty  of  the  Conairrence  and 
'  Support  of  this  Houfc  in  this  nccclTary  Meafure  :  To  ex- 
'  prels  our  Satisfaction  in  the  good  EfFefts,  which  the  Vigour 

*  exerted  by  Great  Britain  in  aflifting  its  ancient  Allies,  and 
'  maintaining  the  Liberties  of  Europe y  hath  already  had  on 
'  the  Affairs  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary y  and  on  the  Conduct 

*  of  (everal  Powers,  and  our  Hopes  that  a  fteady  Perleve- 

*  ranee  in  the  fame  Meafures,  will  infpire  the  like  Spirit  and 

*  Rcfolution  into  other  Powers,  equally  engag*dby  Treaties 

*  and  common  Intercft,  to  take  the  like  Part :  To  give  his 
'  Majefty  the  ftrongcft  All'arances,  that  this  Houfe.  has  the 

*  Honour  and  Safety  of  his  Majefly,  the  true  Intereft  and 

*  Profperity  of  his  Kingdoms,  the  Security  and  Advancement 
'  of  their  Commerce,  the  Succefs  of  the  War  againft  Sficin^ 

*  and  the  Re-eftablifliment  of  the  Balance  and  Tranquility  of 

*  Europe  entirely  at  Heart  ;  That  thefe  fhall  be  the  great 
^  and  conftant  objjcis  of  our  Proceedings  and  Refblution*, 

*  this  Houfe  being  determined  to  fupport  his  Majefty  in    all    | 

'Jul: 
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'  i  oft  and  neceflary  Meafures  for  attaining  thofe  great  and  ^*  '^'  Geo.II# 
*  defirable  Ends,  and  to  (land  by  and  defend  his  Majefty,  ^^'1^ 
'  agj'mfl  all  his  Enemies.' 

He  was  feconded  by  Lord  Mountfort  ♦ : 
My  Lords^ 

'  The  Motion  offer'd  by  the  noble  Lord,  is  in  my  Opinion  u^j  Mountfort, 
h  proper  and  juft,  fo  fuitable  to  the  Dignity  of  this  Aflem- 
bly,  and  (b  expreflive  of  the  Gratitude  which  the  Vigilance 
of  his  Majefty  tor  the  public  Good,  ought  to  kindle  in  every 
Heart  not  chill'd  by  ungenerous  Indolence,  or  harden'd  by 
inveterate  DifafTedtion,  that  I  cannot  difcover  any  Reafon 
for  which  it  can  be  oppofed  ;  and  therefore  hope  that  ^ery 
Lord  will  concur  in  it  with  no  lefs  Alacrity  and  Zeal  than  I 
now  rifc  up  to  (econd  it.' 

'  It  may  Indeed  naturally  be  hoped  from  this  Houfe,  that 
his  Majcfty's  Meafures  \^ill  be  readily  approved,  fince  they 
ire  fuch  as  even  Malice  and  Fa6lion  will  not  dare  to  cenfure 
or  oppoie,  fuch  as  Calumny  will  not  venture  to  defame,  and 
frch  as  thofe  who  will  not  praifc  them  can  never  mention. 
L^it  be  allow'd,  that  the  Intereft  of  France  is  oppofite  to  that 
^^ Great  Britain^  that  the  Equipoife  of  Power  on  the  Conti- 
nnit  is  to  be  preferv'd  ;  if  any  of  the  Counfels  of  our  An- 
ccllors  dcicrve  our  Attention,  if  our  Vidbories  at  Cre[^  or  at 
.?i"3///>jare  juftly  celebrated  by  our  Hiftorians,  the  Wifdom 
of  oar  Sovereign's  Condudl  cannot  be  denied.* 

'  The  French,  my  Lords,  whom  our  Armies  in  the  Reigfl 
cf  Qncen  j^nney  faw  flying  before  them,  who,  from  dividing 
Kingdoms  and  prefcribing  Laws  to  Mankind,  were  reduced 
ro  the  Defence  of  their  own  Country,  who  were  driven  from 
btnenchment  to  Intrenchment,  and  from  one  Fortification 
to  another,  now  grown  infolent  with  the  Pleafures  of  Peace 
id  the  Affluence  of  Commerce  ;  have  forgotten  the  Power 
by  which  their  Schemes  were  baffled,  and  their  Arrogance 
reprcfled,  by  which  their  Fabrick  of  univerfal  Monarchy 
^as  ihatter'd,  and  themfelves  almoll  buried  in  the  Ruins.' 

'  Infatuated  with  the  Contemplation  of  tlieir  own  Forces, 
elated  with  the  Number  of  their  Troops,  the  Magnificence  of 
their  Cities,  and  the  Opulence  of  their  Treafury,  they  have 
cRce  more  imagin'd  themfelves  fuperior  to  Refiftance,  and 
'tgiin  afpireto  the  Command  of  the  Univerfe  ;  they  have  now 
fcr  fome  Time  afRim'd  the  haughty  Stile  of  the  Legillators 
of  Mankind  ;  and  have  expedcd,  that  Princes  fhould  appeal 
to  diem  as  to  fhe  higheft  human  Tribunal,  and  that  Nations 

(hould 

^  So  created  apon  the  Dinblution  of  the  laft  Parliament,  being  before 
Kai|ht  of  the  Shire  for  Cambrid^ 


(      12      > 

i6.  Geo.  II*  ftould  fubmit  their  Claims  to  their  Arbitration  ;  diey  have 
174a         already  afTamed  the  Diflribution  of  Dominion  s^  and  expc^ 
that  neither  Peace  (hall  be  concladed,  nor  War  proclaimed, 
but  by  thdr  Permiflion  or  Advice. 

^  By  this  Gradation  of  exorbitant  Claims  and  opprcflive 
Meafures  have  they  at  length  arrived,  my  Lords,  at  the 
Summit  of  Infolence ;  by  thefe  Steps  have  theyafcended  once 
more  to  the  towering  Throne  of  univerfal  Monarchy  ;  nor 
was  any  1  hing  wanting  to  compleat  their  Plan,  but  that 
their  ancient  Rival,  the  German  Empire  fhotild  be  rcduc'd 
to  acknowledge  their  Sovereignty,  and  that  the  liipreme  Dig- 
nity oi  Europe  (hould  be  the  Gift  o^ French  Bounty. 

*  The  Death  of  the  late  Emperor  without  Male  Ifljic,  fur- 
nifticd  them  with  an  Opportunity  of  executing  their  Defign, 
too  favourable  to  be  negleftcd.  They  now  imagined  it  in 
their  Power  not  onljr  to  dilpofe  of  the  Imperial  Dignity,  but 
to  divide  the  Dominion  b  or  the  Houfc  oi  yiuftria  into  many 
petty  Sovereignties,  incapable  iingly  of  oppoCng  them,  and 
unlikely  to  unite  in  any  Common  Caufe,  or  to  prefcrve  a 
Confederacy  unbroken,  if  they  (honld  by  Accident  agree  to 
form  it. 

*  They  therefore  fent  their  Armies  into  Germany  to  ftper- 
intend  the  approaching  Eledlion,  and  by  hovering  over  the 
Territories  or  Princes  unable  to  refill  them,  extorted  Voices 
in  Favour  of  their  Ally,  a  Prince,  whofe  Dominions  muft  by 
their  Situation  always  oblige  him  to  Compliance  with  the  De- 
mands and  to  Concurrence  in  the  Schemes  of  his  Protedors, 
and  who  will  rather  a^  as  the  Subftitutc  o£  France  than  the 
Emperor  oi  Germany, 

*  But  it  was  to  no  Purpofe  that  they  had  graced  their  De- 
pendent with  titular  Honours  and  Enugns  or  Sovereignty,  If 
the  Houfe  of  Juftn'a  ftill  retained  its  Hereditary  Dominions, 
and  preferv'd  its  Strength  when  it  had  loft  its  Dignity.  They 
well  knew,  that  Armies  were  equally  formidable,  whether 
commanded  by  an  Emperor  or  an  inferior  Sovereign,  and  that 
a  mere  Alteration  of  Names,  though  it  might  anonl  a  flight 
and  tranfient  Gratification  to  Vanity,  would  produce  no  real 
Increafe  or  Diminution  of  Power. 

*  They  therefore  thought  it  neceflary  to  improve  the  prc- 
fent  Time  of  Confufion,  and  excite  all  the  Princes  of  the 
pjnpire  to  revive  their  ancient  Claims  upon  the  Auftrian  Ter- 
ritories ;  Claims,  which  how  long  (beverthey  have  been  for- 
gotten, howfoivcr  abrogated  by  long  Prefcription,  or  annulled 
by  fublcqncnt Treaties,  were  nowagain  tobecipie  valld^  anJ 
to  be  decided  by  the  Arbitration  oi  France. 

*  But  this  Projed  being  defeated  by  the  heroic  Conftancv 
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eftbe  Qpecn  of  Hangaiy^  whoie  Wifiiom  and  Kcfolution,  An.  i6#  Geo.  II» 
vfakh  will  eoual  her   Name  la  future  Hiflories  with  thofe         1 742. 
of  the  moft  ioccefsfiil  Conquerors,  rejected  their  Mediation, 
and  refus'd  to  own  her  Right  doubtful,  by  fubmitting  it  to 
be  tryed  ;  they  were  oblig'd  no  longer  to  dilTemble  then: 
Ddigns,  or  make  further  Pretences  to  Ktfpedl  or  Tendernefs. 
Her  Pall  was  neceiiary  to  their  own  Exaltation  ;  they  there- 
fore kindled  a  general  Conflagration   of  War,  they  ejcdted 
all  the  Princes  to  take  Arms  againfther,  and  found  it  indeed 
QodifBcult  Tafk  to  perfuadc  themto  attack  a  Princefs,  whom 
tbey  thought  unable  to  form  an  Army,   whom  thev  believ- 
ed they  (hould  rather  purfue  than  engaee,  and  whole  Domi- 
nions might  be  over-run  without  Bloodifhed,  and  whom  they 
Qiodd  conquer  only  by  marching  againft  her. 

*  Such  a  Combination  as  this,  a  Combination  of  Mo- 
oarchs  ofixdiich  each  appeared  able  fingly  to  have  carried 
on  a  War  againft  her,  nothing  but  the  highefl:  Degree  of 
M^nanimity  could  have  form'd  a  Deiign  of  refilling  ;  nor 
ooold  that  Kefiflance  have  procured  the  1^  Advantages,  or 
retarded  for  a  fingleDay  the  Calamities  that  were  threatened^ 
had  it  not  been  regulated  by  every  martial  Virtue,  had  not 
Policy  united  with  Courage,  and  Caution  with  Adivity. 

'  Thtts  did  the  Intrepidity  of  this  Princefs,  my  Lords, 
iiipport  her  againft  the  Storms  that  ihook  her  Kingdom  on 
every  Side  ;  Uius  did  thofe,  whom  her  Virtues  gained  over 
to  her  Service,  and  whom  her  Example  animated  with  Con- 
tempt of  fuperior  Numbers,  defend  her  againft  the  Forces  of 
all  furrounding  Nations,  led  on  by  Monarchs,  and  elated 
with  the  Profped  of  an  eafy  Conqueft. 

*  But  the  utmoft  that  could  be  hoped,  from  the  moft  refi- 
ned Stratagems,  or  the  moft  exalted  Courage,  was  only  that 
her  Fate  might  be  deferred,  that  (he  woukl  not  fall  wholly 
onrevenged,  that  her  Enemies  would  fuffer  with  her,  and 
thu  Vidory  would  not  be  gained  without  a  Battle.  It  was 
evident  that  Bravery  muft  in  Time  give  Way  to  Strength, 
that  Vigour  muft  be  wearied,  and  Policy  exhauftcd,  that  by 
aconfUnt  Succeflion  of  new  Forces  the  moft  refolute  Troops 
moft  be  overwhelmed,  and  diat  the  Houle  ofJuJiria  could 
only  gain  by  the  War  the  fatal  Honour  of  being  glorioufly 
cxtinguiih'd. 

*  This  his  Majefty's  Wifdom  eafily  enabled  him  to  difco- 
ver,  and  his  Goodnefs  incited  him  to  prevent  ;  he  called  up- 
on all  the  Powers,  who  had  promifed  to  preferve  the  Prag* 
matick  Sandion,  to  haveRegard  to  the  Faith  of  Nations,  and 
by  fulfilling  their  Engagements  to  preferve  the  Liberties  of 
£ursff  ;  but  the  Succefs  of  his  Remonftrances  only  afforded 

a  new 
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iR  Ceo^n.  a  new  Inftance  of  the  Weaknefs  of  Juftice,  when  oppofed  to 

»74*         Intereft,  or  Fear.     All  the  Potentates  of  the  Continent  were 

"  reilrained  by  the  Threats,  or  gained  by  the  Promifes  of 

France  ;  and  the  Difpofal  of  the  Poireflions  of  tlic  Auftr'tWi 

Houfe  feemed,  by  the  general  Confent  of  Europe ^  to   be  re- 

iigned  to  the  Family  ot  Bourbon, 

*  But  our  Sovereign  was  not  yet  difcouraged  from  aflerting 
the  Rights,  which  he  had  promifed  to  maintain  ;  nor  did  he 
think  the  Negleft  or  Treachery  of  others  a  fufficient  Reafon 
for  refufing  that  Affiftancc  which  Juftice  and  Policy  equally 
required.  He  knew  the  Power  of  his  own  Kingdoms,  and 
though  he  did  not  omit  to  cultivate  Alliances,  he  ^•as  con- 
fcious  of  his  Ability  to  proceed  without  them  ;  and  therefore 
(hewed,  by  fending  his  Troops  into  the  Atftrian^  Territories, 
that  the  Meafures  of  the  Sovereign  o£  Great  Britain  were  not 
to  be  regulated  by  either  his  Enemies  or  his  Confederates  ; 
that  this  Nation  is  yet  able  to  fupport  its  own  Claims,  and 
protcdl  thofe  of  its  Allies ;  and  that  while  we  attack  one  of 
the  Kingdoms  of  the  Houfe  oiBourbon^  we  are  not  afraid  to 
fet  the  other  at  Defiance.' 

*  The  EfFeAs  of  this  ConduA,  my  Lords,  wert  immedi- 
ately apparent ;  the  King  of  Sardinia  engaged  to  oppofc  the 
Entrance  of  the  Spaniards  into  Itafyy  the  King  oiPrufia  not 
only  made  a  Peace  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary y  by  whom 
he  was  more  to  be  dreaded  than  any  other  Ehemy,  but  en- 
tered into  an  Alliance  with  liis  Majefty,  who  has  made  no 
fraall  Addition  to  his  Influence  by  another  Treaty  with  the 
moft  powerful  Nation  of  the  *  North. 

*•  Thus,  my  Lords,  are  the  dreadful  Arms  of  France^ 
which  are  never  cmploy'd  but  in  die  deteftable  and  horrid 
Plan  of  extending  Slavery  and  fupporting  Oppreflion,  ftopp'd 
in  the  full  Career  of  Succifs.  Thus  is  the  Scheme  of  univcr- 
lal  Monarchy  once  more  blafted,  and  the  World  taught, 
that  the  Prefervation  of  the  Rights  of  Mankind,  the  Security 
of  Religion,  and  the  Eftabliihment  of  Peace,  are  not  imprac- 
ticable; that  the  Power  oi  Great  Britain  is  yet  undiminilh^d, 
and  that  her  Spirit  is  not  yetdepreffcd.* 

*•  By  his  Majefty's  ConduA,  my  Lords,  the  Reputation  of 
our  Country  is  now  raifed  to  its  utmoft  Height,  we  are  now 
confidered  as  the  Arbiters  of  Empire,  the  Protestors  of  Right, 
the  Patrons  of  Diftrefs,  and  the  Suftainers  of  the  Balance  of 
Europe  :  I  cannot  therefore  but  conclude,  that  no  Man  in 
this  illuftrious  Adembly  will  be  unwilling  to  acknowledge 
that  Wifdom  and  Firmnefs,  which  notonly  this  Nation,  but 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  Univerfe,  will  remember  with  Gra- 
titude 

•  Thf  Ciarina  of  Ruffia,  of  which  f«  moTC,  Jan.  it, 
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diude  in  the  remoteft  Ages^  and  that  the  Motion^  which  I  An.i6«  Cto.IL 
now  fecond^  will  be  univerlally  approved.'  ^74*      ^ 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  read  the  Motion,  and  asked 
whether  their  LordHups  would  have  the  Queftion  put  ;  upon 
vhich  the  Earl  of  Chejhrjidd  flood  up,  and  fpoke  to  the 
following  Purpofe  i 
My  Lords  ^ 

'  Though  die  Motion  has  been,  by  the  noble  Lord  who^*  ofChefleifieU« 
made  it^  introduced  with  all  the  Art  of  Rhetoric,  and  en- 
forced by  hini  that  feconded  it  with  the  utmoft  Ardour  of 
Zeal,  and  the  higheft  Raptures  of  Satisfadion  and  Gratitude  ; 
though  all  the  late  Mealures  have  been  recommended  to  our 
Applaufe,  as  Proofs  of  the  flrideil  Fidelity,  and  the  moft 
iagacious  Policy  ;  and  though  I  am  very  far  from  intending 
to  charge  them  with  Weakneis  or  Injuftice,  or  from  pretend- 
mg  to  have  difcovered  in  them  a  fecret  Tendency  to  advance 
aoy  Intereft  in  Oppoiition  to  tha^  of  Great  Britain,  I  am  yet 
not  able  to  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  fupprefs  tlioie  Scruples, 
which  hinder  me  from  concurring  with  them,  and  from  ap- 
proving the  Addrcfs  which  is  now  propofed/ 

'  I  am  lefs  inclined,  my  Lords,  to  favour  the  prefent  Mo- 
tion, becauie  I  have  long  been  delirous  of  feeing  the  ancient 
Method  of  general  AddreiTes  revived  by  this  Houfe^  a  Me* 
thod  of  Adckefs  by  which  our  Princes  were  reverenced  with- 
out Flattery,  and  which  left  us  at  Liberty  to  honour  the 
Crown  without  defcending  to  idolize  the  Miniftry.' 

'  I  know  not,  my  Lords,  what  Advantages  have  been 
procured  by  an  annual  Repetition  of  the  Speeches  from  the 
Throne,  however  Gracious  or  Excellent.  For  ourfelves,  we 
luve  certainly  obtained  no  new  Confidence  from  the  Crown^ 
nor  any  higher  Degree  of  Honour  among  the  People.  The  ' 
Incenfe,  which  from  our  Cenfers  has  fo  long  perfumed  the 
Palace,  has  inclined  the  Nation  to  fufped,  that  we  are  long 
enoDgh  enur'd  to  Idolatry,  to  offer  up  their  Properties  for  a 
S^rifice  whenever  they  mall  be  required  ;  and  I  cannot  dif- 
&mble  my  Sufpicions,  that  a  long  Continuance  of  this  Cuf- 
tom  may  give  fome  ambitious  or  opprefFive  Prince  in  fome  di- 
fbnt  Age,  when  perhaps  this  beneficent  and  illullrious  Fa- 
mily may  be  extindt,  die  Confidence  to  demand  it.' 

^  I  cannot  but  be  of  Opinion,  and  hope  your  Lord/hips 
Will  be  convinced  upon  very  (hort  Reflexion,  that  there  is  a 
Stile  of  Servility,  which  it  becomes  not  this  Houfe  to  ufe 
even  to  our  Monarchs  :  We  are  to  remember  indeed  that  Re- 
vcxtnc£  which  is  always  due  from  SubjeAs^  but  to  preferve 

likewife 
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As.  16.  Geo.  n.  likewife  that  Dignity  which  is  infeparable  from  Indcpendancc 
'74*^      •  ^^  Lc^ativc  Authority. 

^  ^  '  That  wc  ought  not  to  defcend  to  the  meaneft  of  Flattery, 
that  we  ought  to  prdcrvc  the  Priviledgc  of  Speaking  without 
exaggerated  Praifes  or  afJeded  Acknowledgements,  our  Rc- 
gardnot  only  to  ourfelves  but  to  our  Sovereign  ought  to  re- 
mind us.  For  nothing  is  more  evident,  my  Lords,  than 
that  no  Monarch  can  be  happy  while  his  People  are  mifer- 
able  ;  that  the  Throne  can  be  fecure  only  by  being  guarded 
by  the  Ailerons  of  the  People  ;  and  the  Prince  can  only 
gain  and  preferve  their  AfFeftionsby  promoting  their  Intercll 
and  fupporting  their  Privileges. 

*  But  how,  my  Lords,  (hall  that  Monarch  diAinguiHi  the 
Intereft  of  his  People,  whom  none  fhall  dare  to  approach 
with  Information  ?  How  (hall  their  Privileges  be  fupported, 
if  when  they  are  infringed,  no  Man  will  complain  ?  And 
wlio  (hall  dare  to  lay  any  publick  Grievances  or  private 
Wrongs  before  the  King  01  Great  Britain,  if  the  faighefl 
Aflembly  of  the  Nation  fhall  never  addrefs  him  but  in  Terms 
of  Flattery  ? 

*  The  Neccflity  of  putting  an  End  to  this  corrupt  Cuftom, 
becomes  every  Day  more  and  more  urgent ;  the  Af!airs  of 
Europe  are  hastening  to  a  Crifis,  in  which  all  our  Prudence 
and  all  Our  Influence  will  be  required,  and  we  ought  there- 
fore to  take  Care  not  to  perplex  ourRefoIutions  by  voluntary 
Ignorance,  or  delboy  our  Credit  by  a  publick  Approbation 
of  Meaiures,  which  we  are  well  known  not  to -undeHland. 

*  I  fuppofc,  none  of  your  Lordfhips,  who  arc  not  engaged 
in  the  Adminiftration  of  Affairs,  will  think  it  derogatory 
from  the  Rejfutation  of  our  AbiUties  and  Experience,  to  con- 
fefs,  that  you  do  not  yet  (eeall  the  Circumftances,  or  Con- 

*fequences  of  theMeafures,  which  you  are  defired  to  applaud; 
Mcafures  which  have  been  too  lately  taken  to  difcover  their 
own  Tendency,  and  with  Relation  to  which  no  Papers  have 
been  laid  before  us.  We  arc  told  of  Armies  joined,  and 
Treaties  concluded,  and  therefore  called  upon  to  praife  the 
Wifdom  of  our  Negotiations,  and  the  Ufefulnefs  and  Vigour 
of  our  mihtary  Preparations,  though  we  are  neither  acquaint- 
ed on  what  Terms  our  Alliances  are  formed,  nor  on  what 
Conditions  our  Auxiliaries  affifl  us. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  is  furely  fuch  Treatment  as  no  liberal 
Mind  can  very  patiently  fupport ;  it  is  little  lefs  than  to  re- 
quire, that  we  fhould  follow  our  Guides  with  our  Eyes  fbut ; 
that  we  fhould  place  implicite  Confidence  in  the  Wifclom  of 
our  Minifters,  and  having  firfl  fufiered  them  to  blind  onr- 
(ehres,  aflift.  them  afterwards  to  blind  the  People. 

'  The 
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'  The  longer  I  dwell  upon  tlie  Confideratton  of  this  Mo-^  aa*  i6.  Gm.  IL 
don,  the  more  Arguments  arife  to  perfuade  me^  that  we        xy^^* 
ought  not  haftily  to  agree  to  it.     my  Lords^  the  Addrefs  ' 
propo(ed^  like  the  Spe^  itfelf,  is  of  a  very  complicated  and 
intricate  Kind,  and  comprifes  in  a  jfew  Words  many  Tranfac* 
tions  of  great  Importance^  crouded  together  with  an  artfiil 
Brevity,  that  the  Mind  may  be  hindered  by  the  Multitude 
of  Images,  from  diltin^  anJ  deliberate  Confideration  of  Par- 
ticulars.    Here  are  Adts  of  Negotiation  confounded  with 
Operations  of  War,  one  Treaty  intangled  with  another,  and 
the  Union  of  the  Hanoverians  with  our  Troops,  mentioned 
ahnoft  in  the  fame  Sentence  with  the  Spanijh  War.     This 
Crond  of  Tranladkions,  fo  different  in  their  Nature,  fb  vari- 
ous in  their  Conlequeiices,  who  can  venture  to  approve  in  th€ 
GroCs  ^  Or  who  can  diftinguifh  without  long  Examination  ? 

*  I  hojpe,  my  Lords,  that  I  (hall  not  Ge  charged  with 
Want  of  Candour,  in  fuppofing  tlie  Motion  not  to  be  an  ex- 
temporaneous Compofition,  but  to  be  drawn  up  with  Art 
and  Deliberation.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  Addrefs  is 
often  concerted  at  the  fame  Time  that  the  Speech  is  com* 
pofed,  and  that  it  is  not  uncommon  to  take  Advantage  of 
the  Superiority,  which  long  Acquaintance  with  the  Que* 
ftion  gives  thofe  who  defend  the  Motion,  above  thole  who 
oppofe  it. 

'  We  are  indeed  told,  that  the  vifible  Efre<as  of  his  Ma* 
jetty's  Mcafures  prove  their  Expediency,  and  that  we  may 
fafely  applaud  that  Condudl  of  which  we  receive  the  Bene- 
fits- But,  my  Lords,  the  Advantages  muft  be  fccn  or  felt* 
before  they  can  be  properly  acknowledged  ;  and  if  has  tiot 
been  (hewn,  that  we  have  yet  either  intimidated  the  Enemies 
of  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  whofe  Intcrcft  we  have  been  lately 
taught  to  believe  infeparable  from  our  own,  or  encouraged 
any  new  Allies  to  declare  in  her  Favour. 

*  The  Dutch  *,  my  Lords,  are  not  yet  roufed  from  thcif 
Slumber  of  Neutrality  ;  and  how  loudly  foever  we  may  al- 

VoL.  VIII.  Part  2.  Q.  fa^ 

*  Upon  the  Earl  of  Stair'f  being  feot  over  to  the  Hague  as  Ambaflador 
Pleaipotenctaiy,  he  made  the  follov^ng  Speech  to  their  High  Migktmeflca. 

'  High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

*  The  King  my  Matter,  tho'  clofely  anited  with  your  Republick  by 

*  the  ftroogeft  Tyes  of  mutual  lntereft»  which  render  a  good  Correfpon- 
'  deuce  between  hia  KtJigdomt  and  your.  Dominions  indifpen&ble  for  the 

*  reciprocal  Support  of  their  Liberty  and   Independence,    endeavoort 
'  moreover,  in  this  critical  and  dangerous  ConjanAure^  to  pve  you  tlic 

*  moft  coDTiacing  Proofs  of  his  perfea  Friendihip  and  entire  Conficience  ; 
'  and  'tis  with  this  Purpofe  that  his  Majefty  fends  me  hither  in  Quality 

*  af  hit  XmbaOiider  Extraoidioaiy,  with  fuU  Powers  u  concert  an4 

taJc« 
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Ao»  i6.Gco.lI,  ftrt  our  Zeal,  or  with  whatever  Pottip  uc  may  difplay  our 
J74»-        Strength,  they  ftill  fecm  to  doubt  cither  our  Integrity  or 
Force;  and  are  afraid  of  engaging  in  the  Quarrel,  left  they 
(hould  he  eitlier  conquered  or  betrayed.     Is' or  has  the  Ap- 

proacli 

*  take  with  your  ttiyh  Mightinc-nes  the  propereft  Meafares  for  prefav- 
'  jng  the  Libenics  of  Europe,  and  reftoring  a  jaft  EquUibrium  in  it } 

*  as  well  as  for  maintaining  the  Independenry  of  his  Kingdoms  and  the 

*  Doihimoiu  of  your  High  Mightindres,  by  prcfcrving  the  Houfe  of 
'  Auftria,  purfuant  to  oor  common  Engagements  and  mutual  Intereft  i 
'  and  his  Majcfty  flatters  himfelf  that  thcfe  Mcafures  will  be  taken  with- 
'  out  Lofs  of  Time. 

*  All  the  World  is  acquainted  with  the  generous  Efforts  of  your  An- 

*  eedors  to  recover  their  Liberties  and  delend  their  Religion :  All  the 

*  World  is  Witnefs  of  the  great  Actions  performed  by  your  Republick  in 

*  our  Days  for  the  Support  of  the  Liberties  of  Europe.  Such  glorious 
'  Anions  do  not  permit  the  King  to  doubt,  in  the  leail,  the  Magnani- 
'  mity  and  WilHom  of  your  Republick. 

'  Certainly  you  will  not  now  fubmit  to  that  Slavery^  to  avert  which 
'  '  you  formerly  fought  lb  glorioufl}'. 

'  In  this  firm  Perluafion  the  King  addreiTet  himfelf  to  your  High 

*  MightincfTes  to  augment  your  Land-Forccs,   and  to  put  to  Sea  Part 

*  of  your  Fleet.     Thereby,  your  High  Mightinefles,  clofely  united  with 

*  the  ^  King  of  Great  Britain,  will  abfolutcly  be  Mafters  at  Sea,  which 
'  is  a  very  great  Advantage  j  and,   on  the  other  Hand,    you  will  alio 

*  be  in  a  Condition  to  fecure  that  Part  of  your  Frontier  which  you  now 
'  finJ  moft  exptvsM  ;  and  in  Cafe  your  High  Mightinelfes  judge  it  ncceU 

*  fary  to  have  a  farther  Security  by  a  new  Alliance  on  that  Side,  the 

*  King,  in  Quality  of  EleAor,  cordially  oftcrs  to  come  into  it ;  and  to 

*  the  End  that  the  Barrier  may  not  be  weakened  by  the  Troops  which 

*  you  may  think  fit  to  employ  in  the  Places  that  lie  exposM  on  the 

*  Fronti4,  the  King  has  already  given  Orders,  at  the  Rcqueil  of  the 
'  Qiiecn  of  Hungary,    to  tranfpoit  a  coailacrablc  Body  of  his  Britiih 

*  Troops  to  the  Low  Countries. 

*  Thus,  when  your  High  Mightinefles  have  put  all  your  Frontier 
'  Towns  in  a  Condition  not  to  fear  any  Surprise,  you  may  protect  your 
'  Allies   in   fuch  Manner  as  you  judge  moft  coAvenient  ^    aod  tbereb)' 

*  other  Princes,  who  may  be  wiUing  to  join  the  Maritime  Powers  in 

*  Dcfcntc  of  the  Liberties  of  Europe ,  may  do  it   more  finely  auid  with- 

*  cut  Fear  j  which  ne%'er  will  happen  without  a  perfect  and  declar*d 

*  Union  between  the  two  Powers,  and  without  their  taking,  in  concert, 

*  Mcalurcs  for   their  reciprocal  Safety,  the  Prefcrvation  «f  their  Alliw 

*  and  the  publick  Liberty. 

*  All  that  we  have  feen  of  late  ought  to  be  a  full  Convi^ion  to  us  that 

*  the  n:cft  folcmn  Treaties  are  toD  weak  a  Barrier  for  the  Liberties  of 

*  Europe,  and  that  we  muft  have  better  Securities  for  the  future. 

*  The  King  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  remonftratc  to  your  High  Migh- 

*  finefTcs  that  the  I'olemn  Fakh  of  Treaties  demands  Succouis  from  the 

*  Queen  cf  Hungaty. 
'  On  his  Part  the  King  has  given  vexy  conviacia^  ProoB  of  his  good 

^  Faith  and  his  Fricndlhip  fw  the  laid  QjiQen.  The  large  Sums  for- 
'  ni/hM  laft  Year,  and  the  ftill  greater  Sums  granted  for  the  prefent 
'  Ycttrrara  Vouchers  for  his  Exa^nefs  and  his  Readincfs  to  perform 
■  *  even  mnre  than  his  Engagements.  The  King  truAs,  from  your  Hi(,h 
'  Mightinefles  well  kofmo  (ood  Faith,  that  you  wiU  not  delay  fulfiling 

«  jimr 


(     t9    ) 
protich  of  our  Army,  however  they  may  be  delighted  wltfe  An.  16.  Gco.IJ. 
the  Show,  infpired  them  with  more  Courage,  tho'  they  arc        '74i* 
bforced  by  the  Troops  of  Hanover,  '      ~  '^ 

*  The  Addition  ot  thcfe  Forces  to  the  Brjtrjh  Army,  has 
been  mentioned  as  an  Inftanceof  uncommon  Attention  to  the 
great  Caufe  of  univerlal  Liberty,  as  a  Proof  that  no  Regard 
has  been  paid  to  private  Intcreft,  and  that  all  Coniiderations 

Q,  2  arc 

'  your  Engagements  in  the  fame  Manner  ta  the  Queen ;  and  his  Ma^ 
'  jeftjr  intreats  your  High  MigbtincfTcs  to  c«nfidcr,  diat  if  that  Princeit 

•  u  oage  cruih*a  it  will  be  a  more  difficult  Talk  to  maintain  the  general 
'  Independency  of  Europe, 

*  The  unanimous  Confent  of  his  People  ought  to  be  a  very  agreeable 
'  Guaranty  to  your  High  MighcinefTes  of  his  Majefty*8  good  and  gene- 
'  rous  Intentions  3  and  the  King  flatters  himfelf  that  the  Subjects  o^ 
'  your  High  Migbtinefles  have  the  fame  Sentiments  in  regard  to  the 
'  Prefervation  of  their  Independence  and  the  publick  Liberty. 

'  The  Uprightnefs  of  my  Heart,  the  Sincerity  of  my  Intentions  for 
'  my  Country,  for  the  King  my  Matter,  and  for  your  Republick,  will, 

*  I  hope,  miike  Amends  for  many  Defers. 
'  And  I  fliall  ekplain  myfeir  in  a  more  ample  Manner  as  foon  as  yeuf 

'  I£gh  Migbtinefles  pleafe  to  appoint  Commiflloners  to  confer  with  me/ 

M.  Van  Haren,  Prefident  of  the  Week,  made  hit  Etcellency  the 
f  Uowfng  Anfwer : 

*  The  Fnendihip  and  Union  which  have  fo  long  fobfifted  between  th# 
'  Grown  of  Qreat  Britain  and  this  Republick,  have  been  always  looked 
'  upon  by  their  High  MightineiTes  as  too  advantageous  not  to  think  it 
'  their  Duty  to  employ  their  utmoft  Endeavours  to  cultivate  and  perpe* 
'  tuate  them. 

'  It  is  not  therefore  furprinng  that  they  now  receive  an  extreifle 
'  Pleafure  to  be  infbrm*d  of  the  Drfires  of  his  Britannick  Majetty,  for 
'  oot  only  confirming,  but  eftabljihiog  upon  more  folid  and  latting  Foun- 
'  dations  than  ertr,  the. good  Underftanding  between  the  Maritime 
«  Powers. 

'  The  Neighbourhood,  the  folemn  Treaties,  and  the  Conformity  of 

*  Sentiments,  as  well  in  refpe£t  to  Religion  as  Liberty,  all  contribute  to 
'  nake  us  fenfible  of  the  ineftimable  Price  which  ought  to  be  fet  upon 
'  the  tttiCt  Union  betwixt  the  two  Nations  j  their  High  Mightinefl*ee 
'  will  always  give  convincing  Proofs  of  it )  as  alfo  of  their  piofound 
'  Veneration,  and  of  their  perfeA  Efteem,  for  the  facred  Perfon  of  hit 
'  Majefly,  and  for  all  his  Royal  Family,  for  the  Prefervation  and  Pro- 
'  fperity  of  whom  they  off^r  op  the  moft  ardent  and  fincere  Vows : 
'  And  they  cannot  help  manifefting  how  greatly  they  are  delighted,  that 
'  his  Majefty  has  made  Choice  of  you  to  come  to  give  them  thefe'AlTu-' 

*  nnres,  which  will  greatly  tend  to  draw  the  Knot  of  mutual  Friend - 

*  ftip  clofer/  No  one.  Sir,  could  be  mote  proper  than  you  for  thit 
'  Employment :  You,  whoie  good  Intention  towarda  the  Republick  is 
'  fo  well  known,  and  whoie  Merit  li  fo  univerfally  applaoded  and  ad* 

*  mir*d. 
'  Their  High  Mightineflet  urill  give  the  utmoft  Attentkik  to' what 

'  yoD  come  to  propofe  to  them,  and  will  be  ready  to  give  you  Audi" 
'  ence,  and  to  appoint  Commil&rics  to  confer  with  yott»  as  often  a^  yon 
'flttUwiih,' 
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An.  16.  Ceo.  11.  arc  facrificcd  to  publick  Good.    But  fincc  no  Service  can  be 

1742  Co  great  but  it  may  be  overpaid,  it  is  neceilary  that  vre  may 

^  "^^"^1  mJ  judge  of  the  Benent  to  inform  us  on  what  Terms  it  has  been 

obtained,  and  how  well  the  Aft  of  Succeflion  has  been  ob- 

ferved  on  this  Occafion. 

*  Though  I  am  too  well  acquainted,  my  Lords,  with  the 
Maxims  which  prevail  in  the  preient  Age,  and  have  had  too 
much  Experience  of  the  Motives,  by  which  the  Dedlions  of 
Parliament  are  influenced,  to  offer  any  Motion  of  my  own, 
yet  theicReafons  will  withold  me  from  concurring  with  this, 
I  cannot  but  be  of  Opinion,  that  the  Queftion  ought  to  be 
poftponed  to  another  Day,  in  which  the  Houfe  may^  be  ful- 
ler, our  Deliberations  be  aififtcd  by  the  Wifdom  and  Expe- 
rience of  more  than  thirty  Lords,  who  are  now  ablent,  and 
and  the  Subjefts  of  Enquiry,  of  which  many  arc  new  and 
unexpefted,  may  be  more  accurately  confldered ;  nor  can  I 
prevail  upon  myfelf  to  return  to  general  Declarations  any 
other  than  general  Anfwers. 

His  Lordfhlp  was  anfwercd  by  I$rd  Carteret. 

Lord  CiTterct.  *  My  Lords  y 

'  As  there  has  arifen  no  new  Queflion,  as  his  Majefty  iii 
aflifHng  the  Queen  of  Hungary  has  only  followed  the  Advice 
"  of  the*  Parliament;  I  am  far  from  being  able  to  difcover, 
why  any  long  Deliberation  (hould  be  ncceflary  to  a  Concur- 
rence with  the  Motion  now  before  us,  or  whence  any  Doubt 
can  arife  with  Regard  to  the  EfPedts  of  his  Majefty's  Meafnres  ; 
Effedts,  which  no  Man  will  deny,  who  will  believe  either  his 
own  Eyes,  or  the  Teftimony  of'^others ;  Effefts,  which  every 
Man  who  farveys  the  State  of  Europe  muft  perceive,  and 
which  our  Friends  and  our  Enemies  will  equally  confefs. 

*  To  theft  Meafurcs,  which  we  are  now  to  confider,  it 
muft  be  afcribed,  that  the  French  are  no  longer  Lords  of 
Germany  J  that  they  no  longer  hold  the  Princes  of  the  Empire 
in  Subjection,  lay  Provinces  wafte  at  Pleafure,  and  fell  tneir 
Friendfhip  on  their  own  Terms.  By  theie  Meafures  have 
the  Dutch  been  dcliver'd  from  their  Terrors,  and  encouraged 
to  deliberate  freely  upon  the  State  of  Europe,  and  prepare  for 
the  Support  of  the  Pragmatic  Sandlion.  But  the  common 
Cauie  has  been  moft  evidently  advanced  by  gaining  the  King 
of  PruJ/Ia,  I  by  whofe  Defe^ion  the  Balance  of  the  War  was 

tnmed^ 

*  See  the  Kefolutiont  of  both  Houfe*  in  the  firft  Seflion. 

f  Tli«  Preliminaries  of  Peace  between  the  Queen  o*  Hungary  and  the 
King  of  Prufiia  were  figneo  at  Brcilau  the  ift  of  June  I741,  by  the  Earl 
of  Hyodford,  (in  virtue  of  the  fuU  Powers  he  had  received  fren  htr  Hun* 

fvia« 
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turaed,  andatlcaft  thirtj  thoufand  Men  taken  away  from  the  An.  i6.  Geo.  II. 
Scale  of  France.  ^        1 74a. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  was  a  Change  only  to  beeflpeded  by  a 
patient  Expe^Ution  of  Opportunities  and  a  politic  Improve- 
ment of  caiual  Advantages,  and  by  contriving  Methods  of 
reconciling  the  Intered  oi  Prufia  with  the  Friendfiiip  of  the 
Qaeen  of  Hungary  ;  for,  Princes  like  other  Men,  are  inclined 
to  prefer  their  own  Intereft  to  ail  other  Motives,  and  to  foU 
low  that  Scheme  which  fhall  promife  moft  Gain. 

'  That  all  this,  my  Lords,  has  been  eiiedbed,  cannot  be 
denied,  nor  can  it  be  faid  to  have  been  efleded,  by  any  other 
Cades  than  theCondud  of  Great  Britain^  Had  tins  Nation 
looked  other  with  cowardly  Defpair,  or  negligent  Inadivity 
on  the  rifing  Power  of /r^^^^  and  the  Troubles  of  the  Conti- 
nent, had  the  Diilribution  of  Empire  been  left  to  Chance, 
our  Thoughts  confined  wholly  to  Commerce,  and  our  Pro- 
feeds  not  extended  beyond  our  own  Ifiand,  the  Liberties  of 
Eva-Qfe  had  been  at  an  End,  the  French  had  eftablifhedthem- 
lelves  ta  the  fecure  Podeilion  of  univerfal  Monarchy,  would 
henceforth  have  fet  Mankind  at  Defiance,  and  wantoned 
without  Fear  in  Oppreffion  and  Infolence. 

'  Theie,  my  Lords,  are  Confequences  of  the  Meafores 
porfiied  by  his  Majefty,  of  which  neither  the  Reality  nor  the 
Importance  can  bequeftioned,  and  therefore  they  may  doubt- 
iefs  be  approved  without  Hefitation.    For  furely,  my  Lords, 

the 

gviaa  Majelhr)  aad  Count  Podcweltz,  Minifler  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
Kiogofl^iima.   The  following  are  the  principal  Articles,  'The  Queen 

*  yidds  to  his  Pniifian  Majefty  not  only  the  U^ier  and  Lower  Silefia, 

*  esceptthe  Principality  of  Tefchen  and  Troppaa,  but  likewife  the  Prin- 
'  ctpa&Cy  of  Glats  in  Bohemia.  The  King  engages  to  obierve  an  exaA 
'  Keocnlity  daring  the  Contintiance    of  the  War,  and  in  fifteen  Days  to 

*  withdraw  his  Troops  from  Bohemia,  in  which  Time  the  Ratification 
'  is  to  be  made.  His  Priiffian  Majefty  ulces  wholly  upon  himfcif  to  pay 
'  the  Sam  due  to  the  EngliJh  Merchants,  Principal  and  intereft,  on  Ac- 

*  comt  of  the  Mortgage  made  January  10,  1734*5,  by  the  late  Emperor 

*  open  Silefia.*  His  firitannick  Majefty  guaranties  this  Treaty,  both  as 
King  of  Great  Britain  and  Elector  of  Hanover. 

This  A^r  was  negotiated  with  iinpenetrable  Secrecy.  Prince  Charlet 
«f  Lorson  finding  Means  after  the  Anion  at  Te>'n«  to  have  a  private 
Interview  with  the  King  of  Pnsffia,  he  immediately  fent  Orders  to 
Couac  Podewehc  to  fign  the  Tkieatr.  The  French  Mar/haJ  BelUne, 
«ho  was  in  the  Pruffian  Camp,  while  this  Ai&ir  was  carrying  on, 
really  believed  till  the  ift  of  June,  that  the  King  would  march  his  Troops 
towaids  Rrague  to  join  the  Confederates  ;  but  his  Majefty  having  then 
(!«cbred  to  him  that  he  intended  to  remain  neuter,  the  Marihal  inune- 
ciataly  fet  out  for  Prague,  whence  he  has  written  to  the  Emperor, 

*  That  ii  was  with  the  grcatcft  Concern  he  found  hunfelf  obliged  to  in- 

*  fann  him,  that  the  King    of  Pruflia  had  made  a   feparate  Allianco 
'  Nvith   the  Q^ecn    of  ff angary,  juft  when   ius  Aflidittcc  wx5  iraft 

*  wanted/ 
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An*  i6.  Ceo.  n.  the  Addition  of  the  Hanoverian  Troops  to  the  Forces  of  our 
^^1^    f    own  Nation  can  raifc  no  Scruples,  nor  be  reprcfcnted  as  any 
Violation  of  the  A€t  of  Settlement. 

*  Of  the  Meaning  of  that  memorable  A^,  I  believe,  I  do 
sot  need  any  Information.  Iknow,  it  is  provided,  that  this 
Nation  (hall  not  be  engaged  in  War  in  the  Qiiarrel  of  Hano- 
ver^but  I  fee  no  Traces  of  a  reciprocal  Obligation,  nor  can 
difcoverany  Ckufe,  by  which  we  are  forbidden  to  makeUfe 
in  our  own  Caufe  of  the  Alliance  of  Hanover,  or  by  which 
the  Haftwerians  are  forbidden  to  aiEfl  us. 

*  I  hope,  my  Lords,  this  Reprefentation  of  the  State  of 
our  Tranfadtions  with  Hanover ^  will  not  be  charged  with  Ar- 
tifice or  Sophiftry.  I  know  how  invidious  a  Talk  is  under- 
taken by  him  who  attempts  to  (hew  any  Connexion  between 
Interefts  fogenerally  thought  oppofite,  and  am  fupported  in 
this  Apology  only  by  the  Confcioufnefs  of  Integrity  and  the 
Intrepidity  of  Truth. 

^  The  AfEftance  of  Hanover,  my  Lords,  was  at  this  Time 
apprently  ntctttkry.  Our  own  Troops  joined  with  the  He/^ 
JiUMSj  compofed  a  Body  too  fmall  to  make  any  efficacious 
Oppofition  to  the  Deiigns  oi  France :  but  by  the  Addition  of 
Ijxteen  Thoufand  Men  became  fufficiently  formidable  to 
oblige  her  to  employ  tliofe  Troops  for  the  Security  of  her 
Frontiers,  with  which  (lie  intended  to  have  overwhehned  /- 
tafy,  and  to  have  exalted  another  Spanijb  Prince  to  a  new 
K.inj»dom.  The  Spaniards  deprived  of  this  Affillance,  har- 
rafs'd  by  the  Auftrians  with  perpetual  Alarms,  and  debarred 
by  our  Fleet  from  the  Supolies  which  are  provided  for  them 
in  their  own  Country,  muft  longuifh  with  Penury  and  Hard- 
fhips,  being  equally  cut  off  from  Succour  and  from  Flight. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  it  is  evident^  that  the  true  and  ever- 
lafHng  Intereft  of  Great  Britain  has  Iven  lleadily  purfued, 
that  the  Meafures  formed  to  promote  it  have  been  not  only 
prudent  but  fuccefsful.  We  did  not  engage  (boner  in  the 
(Quarrel,  becaufe  we  were  not  able  to  form  an  Army  fuffi- 
Tiently  powerful ;  an  advantageous  Peace  is  only  to  be  ob- 
taincJ  by  vigorous  Preparations  for  War ;  nor  is  it  to  be  ex- 
pelled that  our  Enemies  (hould  court  our  Fricndfhip,  till  they 
fee  that  our  Oppofition  is  really  formidable.  Such,  my 
Lords,  is  our  prefent  State,  we  may  reafonably  hope  that  the 
French  will  defift  from  their  DeCgns,  becaufe  they  will  have 
a  Confederacy  to  oppofe  more  powerful  than  that  by  which 
their  immortal  Monarch  was  lately  h\imbled ;  and  I  hope 
that  Condu(ft  will  always  be  applauded  in  this  Houfcj  whicU 
enables  us  to  rcprefs  the  Arrogance  of  France. 

The 
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The  Earl  oilVefl  morel  and  ^tn  fpoketo  the  foilowlnj  Pur- An.  i6.  Geo.  Il» 
port:  •    •  >7^^ 

My  Lords  f  W**-"^V"«*-*^ 

'  Though  the  Warmth  with  which  the  noUeLordhts  dc-2«H  •^^J^ 
fended  the  Motion,  and  the  Confidence  with  which  he  af«  """ 
fens  the  Propriety  and  Efficacy  of  the  Meafures  to  which  it 
relates^  are  fiich  Proofs  of  the  Strength  of  his  Convi^on  aa 
leave  no  Room  to  doDbt  his  Sincerity  ;  yet  as  the  fame  Ar- 
guments do  not  operate  upon  different  Minds  with  the  fame 
Force,  I  hope  I  Ihall  not  be  thought  lefs  (incere  or  lefs  ftu- 
dionsof  the  public  Happinefs,  or  die  Honour  of  the  Crown> 
though  I  preuune  to  differ  from  him. 

'  In  the  Motion  how  before  us  I  cannot  concur,  becaufe^ 
though  it  fhould  be  allowed  to  contain  a  jufl  Reprefentatiot^ 
offoreign  Affairs,  yet  it  appears  to  me  to  omit  thofe  Confix. 
derations  which  I  think  it  the  Duty  of  this  Houie  to  offer  to 
his  Majefty.  This  Nation  is,  in  my  Opinion,  expos'd  to  E- 
oenues  more  formidable  than  the/rMr;^  ;  nor  do  I  think  that 
we  are  at  letfiire  to  defend  the  Liberties  of  Eirro^^  till  we 
have  made  fbme  Provifions  for  the  Security  of  our  own  ;  or 
torerahte  the  Balance  of  Power,  till  we  have  reftoredour 
ConiGtution  to  its  antient  Equilibrium. 

*  That  there  are  flagrant  Proofs  ofthemoft  enormous  Cor- 
ruption throughout  the  whole  Subordination  of  pubKckOffi-> 
ces  ;  that  ottr  publick  Funds  are  only  Norferies  of  Fraud,  and 
that  Truft  of  every  Kind  is  only  confidercd  as  an  Opportu* 
nity  of  plundering,  appears  evidently  from  the  univerfal  Pre- 
valence of  Luxury  and  Extravagance,  from  the  fudden  Af- 
fluence of  private  Men,  from  their  Tables,  their  Equipages^^ 
and  the  oflentatious  Magnificence  of  their  Buildings. 

<  It  is  evident  likewife,  thit  Corruption  is  not  confined  to 
pnbBck  Offices  ;  that  thofe  who  have  loll:  their  own  Integri- 
ty, have  endeavour *d  to  defboy  the  Virtue  of  others  ;  that 
Attempts  have  been  made  to  fubjedl  the  whole  Nadon  to  the 
Influence  of  Corruption,  aftd  to  fpread  the  Contagion  of  Bri* 
bery  from  the  higheil  to  the  lowed  Claffes  of  the  People. 

*  It  is  therefore  neccffary  before  we  engage  in  the  Confi- 
deradon  of  foreign  Affairs,  to  profecute  the  Inquiry  * 
Vihich  was  begun  in  the  laft  Seffion,  to  trace  Wickcdnefs  to 
its  Source,  and  drag  the  Authors  of  our  Mifcries  into  the 
Light. 

•  *  Thefe,  my  Lords,  arc  the  Inquiries  vhicli  the  general 
Voiceof  the  People  importunately  demands;  thefe  are  the 
Peddons  which  ought  never  to  be  rejected  ;    all  Pardcs  aiy; 

now 

*  See  the  Reports  of  the  f'-cret  Committee,  and  %h.t  Proceedingi  rc- 
Utiag  thereto,  io  Chanaicr's  Hliur)  ot  the  Commons^  YjI.  XI U. 
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An.  1$.  Geo.  II  now  unitci,  and  all  Animofities  cxtinguifticd  ;  nor  is  thcr« 
I  „J7^^  ,  ^y  <>*»  Clamour  than  for  Enquiries  and  Puniflimcnt. 
i_i'^V~  '-f  *  The  other  Houfe,  my  Lords,  has  been  engaged  in  the 
laudable  Attempt  to  deteft  thofe  who  have  betrayed  or 
plundered,  or  corrupted,  their  Country ;  and  furcly  wc 
ought  to  have  fo  much  Regard  to  our  own  Honour,  as  not  to 
fufter  them  to  toil  alone  in  a  Defi^n  fo  popular,  fo  jnft,  and 
fo  neceffary,  while  we  amufe  ourlclves,  with  applauding  the 
Sagacity  of  our  Minifters,  who,  whatever  they  may  hope 
Acmfeives,  or  promife  others,  have  not  yetprevailed  on  any 
foreign  Power  to  concur  with  them,  or  to  interpofe  in  the 
Affairs  of  the  Continent.  And  therefore  I  cannot  conceal 
mySuTpicion,  that  inftead  of  famifliing  any  Subjed  for  Pa- 
negyrics on  our  Policy  and  Caution,  we  are  now  wafting  our 
Treafures,  and  ourStrengthina  Romantic  Expedition. 

*  Since  therefore,  my  Lords,  our  domeftick  Evils  feem  to 
me  moft  dangerous,  I  move  that,  in  order  to  their  fhcedy 
Remedy,  and  that  the  People  may  fee  we  donot  forget  their 
immediate  Intcreft,  this  Addition  be  made  ^to  the  Motion 
now  befora  us  :  *  And  humbly  to  alfure  his  Majefty,  that 
^  we  will  apply  our  conftant  and  preferving  Endearmrs  to 
calm  and  heal  Animofities  and  Divlfims^  unfeafonable  as 

•  they  are  at  all  Times,  and  moft  pernicious  in  the  pi^fent 
Jun<aure,  which  the  true  fethcrly  Tcndcrnefs  of  his  Maje- 
Ity,  out  of  the  Abundance  of  his  conftant  Care  for  the 

\  u^'l'f  r*^^  J^/^'^^*  °^^*  ^to^\t,  has  fo  affeaionately  at 
theClofcofiaftSeffion  recommended  from  the  Throne, 

•  by  learcbing  thoroughly  and  effe^ually  into  the  Grounds, 
which  are  or  may  be  affigned  for  publick  Dtfcontcnt, 
agreeably  to  the  anfient  Rules  and  Methods  of  Parliament/ 

This  additional  Claufe  being  delivered  in  Writing  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  he  read  it  to  the  Houfe,  but  ^  that  hit 
Lordihip  fpoke  fo  low,  that  he  co«ld  not  tell  whether  he  pro- 
poredtohaveitinferted.  The  Earl  oilVeflmot^land  then 
Oireeted  him  to  read  the  Motion,  which  done,  he  defired 
that  his  Claufe  might  be  added  at  the  End. 

Hereupon  the  Lord  Rapnondfyokt  to  the  followmgEffe<Sb. 

Lord  Raymond        ,  ?^  ^'/y'^         u-  ,.    .        .,  , 

LAA  r  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  noble  Lord  has  offered  to  the 
Addrefs  propofed,  cannot,  in  my  Opinion,  be  properly  ad- 
mitted,  as  it  has  no  Relation  to  the  preceding  Claufes,  but  is 
rather  inponfiftent  with  them.  ' 

'Nor  do  I  think  it  only  improper,  with  Regard  to  £he 
Pincr  Fm  of  the  Mpuon,  but  unneccflary  in  irfclf ;  fince  it 

has 
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has  no  Rerercnce  to  Ms  Majcfty's  Speech,  now  tinder  our  An.  i6.  Geo.  IL 
Confideradon  j  fincc  it  will  fiicilitate  none  of  our  Enquiries^  .     ^^     . 
which  may  be  carry *d  on  with  e<}ual  Vigour  without  any  fuch         ~^~ 
uii£!afonable  Declaration  of  our  Delign.' 

*  l£,  therefore,  the  Motion  for  the  Amendment  be  not 
withdrawn^  I  ihall  move  that  thefirft  Qiieltion  be  firft  put. 

The  Que(Hon  was  then  put  upon  the  Marquifs  of  Tweed' 
iale'^  Motion^  and  it  pafWd  in  the  Affirmative  without  any 
Divifion. 

The  next  Day  the  Houfe  waited  on  the  King  with  thdr 
AddieG. 

Moft  grachus  Sovereign ^ 

*  \jlL7^  you*"  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjedls,  Addrefi  of 

'    YV    ^  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  Thinks  fox  the 
'  aiiembled,  beg  Leave  to  return  your  Majefty  our  finccre  King's  Speech  it 

*  and  humbk  Thanks  for  your  moft  gracious  Speech  from  ®P*™JL-^*  ^ 
<  the  Throne.  wndSefiioiu 

*  The  Support  of  the  Honfe  o(  jfuftria,  and  the  reftoring 
'  and  iecuring  the  Balance  of  Power,  are  of  fo  great  Mo- 
'  ment,  as  well  to  the  eflentiallnterefts  of  this  Nation  in  par- 
'  dcular,  as  to  the  Liberties  of  Europe  in  general ;  that  we 
'  efteenit  our  peculiar  Felidty^  in  this  critical  and  danger- 

*  ous  Conjun^re,  to  have  a  Prince  upon  the  Throne^  who 
'  not  only  (hews  die  moft  gracious  Regard  to  the  Advice  of 

*  his  Parhament  upon  this  important  Subje^,  but  takes  all 

*  Opportunities  to  confirm  and  animate  them  in  the  Purfuit 

*  of  it.  Weacknowledge^with  Hearts  full  of  Gratitude;  your 
'  Majefty't  Royal  Wifdom  and  efFedual  Care  in  carrying  on 

*  this  great  Work^  which  has  appeared  in  nothing  more  than 
'  in  fending  fi>  confiderable  a  Body  of  your  Forces  into  the 

*  Lffm  Gutntrkfy  and  in  ftrengthening  diem  afterwards  with 

*  your  Eledoral  Troops,  ^LtidHtitHefians  in  the  Britijb  Pay. 

*  By  this  Step,  (b  honourable  to  your  Majefty^  and  fo  ad- 
'  vantageous  to  your  Allies^  your  Majefty  has  demonftrated 

*  that  you  prefer  this  glorious  Caufe  to  all  other  Confiderati- 

*  ons,  and  have  formed  fuch  an  Army,   as  may  at  once  de- 
'  fend  and  encourage  thofe  Powers  who  are  well  intention'd^ 

*  and  give  a  real  Affiftance  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  :  And 

*  we  beg  Leave  to  aflitre  your  Majefty  of  our  chearful  and 

*  zealous  Concurrence  and  Support  in  this  neceflary  Meaftire. 

*  The  good  Effects,   which  the  Vigour  exerted  by  Great 

*  Britain^  under  your  Majefty's  Authority  and  Influence,  in 
'  sti&fimg  its  ancient  Allies^  and  maintaining  the  Liberties  of 

*  Europe, 
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An.  i6.  Geo.  XL  *  Europe,  hath  already  had  upon  the  Aifairs  of  the  Qneen  of 

1?^^'         *  Hungary,  upon  the  Condudl  of  (everal  Powers,  and  the 

Li"i~"   J"  •  gj^j^  ot  Europe  in  general,  are  vifible  to  all  the  World. 

'  It  is  with  the  utmofl  Satisfadion  we  ob(erve  them  ;    and 

'  rely  on  your  Majefty's  known  Care  and  Attention  to  the 

'  publick  Welfare,  to  purfue  and  improve  them  ;  and  we 

*  cannot  bat  enter t^n  well-grounded  Hopes,  that  h  great 

*  an  £xaniple,  and  a  fteady  Perfeverance  in  the  fame  Mea- 

*  fures,  will  infpire  the  like  Spirit  and  Refolution  into  other 

*  Powers,  equally  engaged  by  Treaties  and  common  Intereft^ 

*  to  take  the  like  Part. 

'  Your  Majelly  has  laid  before  us  ib  j  lift  a  Reprefentation 

*  of  the  Importance  of  our  Deliberation  at  this  Time,  as 

*  cannot  fail  to  m^e  an  Impreilion  upon  all  true  Lovers  of 

*  their  Country,  equal  to  the  Dignity  and  Weight  of  it. 

*  Permit  us  on  our  Parts,  to  give  your  Majefty  the  flrongeft 

*  AfFurances  that  wc  have  tlie  Honour  and  Safety  of  your 

*  Majefty,  the  true  Intereft  and  Profperity  of  your  King- 

*  doms,  die  Security  and  Advancement  of  their  Commerce  ; 

*  the  Succefs  of  the  War  againft  Spain,  and  the  Re-eftablifliT 

*  raent  of  the  Balance  and  Tranquility  of  Europe,  entirely 

*  at  Heart.     Thefe  (hall  be  the  conftant  Obje^ls  of  our  Pro- 

*  ceedings   and  Refolutions,  from  which  we  will  never  de- 

*  part  ;  being  firmly  determin'd  to  fupport  your  Majefty  in 

*  all Juft  and  necellary  Mcafures  for  attaining  thofe great  and 

*  defirable  Ends  ;  and  to  ftand  by  and  defend  your  Majefty 

*  and  your  Government,  againft  all  your  Enemies,* 

To  this  his  Majefty  return'd  the  following  Anf\ver. 
My  Lords, 
Hit  Majefty'i     **  T^HE  Duty  and  Affedion  which  you  exprefs  in  thij 
Anfwer.  "A     Addrefs,  for  my  Pcrfon  and  Government,  arc  ac- 

<'  companied  with  fo  great  Zeal  for  the  Common  Caufe,  and 
<*  the  true  Intereft  of  my  Kiogdoms,  as  gives  me  the  utmoft 
<<  Satisfa^ion.  J  thank  you  heartily  for  it,  and  doubt  not 
•'  but  your  vigorous  Support,  fo  early  a ndunanimoufly  given, 
«<  will  have  the  bed  Ezfeas  both  at  Home  and  Abroad." 

On  the   1 8th  a  Treaty  of  mutual  Defence  and  Guarantee 
A  Treity  with   Was  iigned  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  appointed  by  his  Majcftv 
Pruffiafign'd.      withM.  j^ndriey  Minifterand  Plenipotentiary  from  theKinc 
oiPrufa, 

About  the  Middle  of  December  died  the  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Lord  Majy.r.rd, 

Dec.  15.  The  Lords  read  a  third  Time  and  palTed  the% 
Land  -Tax  Bill  :  Then  upon  a  Motion  made  by  the  Earl  of 
Si2i.Jji)ich,  feconded   by  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  ordered    an 
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Addre6  to  his  Majefty  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  an  Eftimtte  An.  16.  Geo.  IT. 
of  the  Charge  of  the  Hanover  Forces,  and  alfo  an  Eilimate         '74* 
of  the  Chai^of  the  Median  Forces  in  the  Pay  of  Great  Bri'  ^'*>^  "^ 
tain. 

The  next  Day  the  Lords  read  a  firft.Timc  the  Malt-Bili.  The  Kbg't  An- 
On  the  17  th  they  read  the  faid  Bill  a  fecond  Time,  and  re- j[^?  '^«  Ad- 
ceived  the  Report  of  his  Majefty's  Anfwer  to  their  Addrefs  :  Z^L  *^  Efti- 
'  That  the  feveral  Eftimates  fliould  be  laid  before  them,  as  Fw^  i„  bSS 
'  defir'd.  Pky. 

On  the  2  ill  the  King  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  with  the 
afnal  Sute,  and  gave  the  Royal  AfTent  to  the  Land-TaxBill ;  .     ,       ^ 

that  for  continning  the  Duties  on  Malt,  Mum,  Cyder,  and 
Perry  ;    and  to  one  Naturalization  Bill :    After  which  his  1 

Majcfly  made  the  following  moft  gracious  Speech  : 

Jnj  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
"  Y*  Am  very  glad  of  the  Occafion,  which  my  coming  Iilther  Hit  Majefty*s 
"  JL  at  this  Time  gives  me,  of  exprelling  to  you  the  great  Speech  at  paifing 
•*  Sasi«&dion  I  take,  in  feeing  fo  good  a  Progrefs  already  »«  B«lhfor« 
"  made  in  the  Bufinefs  of  this  Seffion.  ^"PP'y* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ^ 

*  *  The  Readinefs  and  Difpatch,  with  which  you  have  thus 
"  early  provided  fo  confiderable  a  Part  of  the  Supplies,  for 
••  the  enfuing  Year,  deferve  my  particular  Thanks  :  And  I 
*'  make  no  doubt,  but  the  (ame  Zeal  for  the  Common  Caufe, 
*'  will  induce  you  to  enable  me  to  concert  proper  Meafiires, 
"  and  to  enter  into,  or  make  good,  fuch  Alliances  and  £n- 
"  g)agement8  witli  other  Powers,  as  may  be  neceflary  for  the 
'*  Support  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary ^  and  reftoring  the  Ba- 
'•  lance  of  Power. 

Mj  Lords  and  Gentlemen f 

**  I  look  upon  this  Beginning  as  a  fure  Pledge  of  your 
"  Stcadinefs,  m  purfuing  the  true  luterell  of  Great  Britain, 
"  which)is,  and  ever  (hall  be,  my  only  View." 

InRetnmtowhich  the  Houfe  voted  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks, 
and  then  adjourn'd  to  the  nth  of  January, 

About  the  fame  Time  a  MelTenger  from  the  Earl  of  Hynd* 
fi>rdj  at  Berlin^  arrived  here,  with  the  King  of  Prufia\  Ra- 
tification of  the  Treaty  of  Defenfive  Alliance  concluded  at 
Weftminflery  the  i8thof  AWw^^rlaftpaft,  between  his  Ma- 
jefly  and  that  Prince. 

During  this  Month  died  the  Lord  Vifcount  Say  and  Seale^ 
and  was  fucceeded  by  his  CouCn,  — —  FienneSy  E(q; 

On  the  I  ith  of  January  the  Eftimates  of  the  Charge  of 
the  Hanoverian  ttad  Heffian  Forces^  in  the  Pay  of  Great  Bri' 
tain,  were  prefcnted  to  the  Houfe. 

Jan. 
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An.i6.  G«o.II.     7^^'  '4*  The  Lords  heard  a  Cade  between  the  Eari  of 
174a        Anvlefea^  Appellant,  and  Charles  Annefiey^  £fq;  Reipondent; 
C-'-V— *«^  andamrm*d  the  Decree. 

The  fame  Day  died  die  Rt.  Hon.  Wtltiam  Capel^  Earl  of 
Effcxy  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Cuftos  Rotuhrum  of  the  County 
f$  Hertford^  Firft  Loniof  the  Bedchamber  to  hisMajeity, 
Captain  of  die  Yeomen  of  the  Gnaid,  Knight  of  the  Carter, 
and  formerly  Embaflador  at  the  Court  of  Turin  /  he  was 
fucceeded  by  his  Son  a  Minor. 

Soon  after  the  Lord  Berkley  of  Stratton  was  appointed 
Prefennenti  on  Captain  of  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard  ;  and  the  Earl  of  Lift* 
thr  I>eath  of  the  coin  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber,  in  the  Room  of  the 
EtdofEflfar.      thefaidEaH. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  being  the  Anniverfary  of  *  the 
Martyrdom  of  King  Charles  L  the  Lords  heard  a  Sermon 
prcach*d  at /TfT^w/ff/Afr  Abbey,  hy  J>t  JVilles^  ffifhop  of  St. 
David*s :  But  it  was  not  printed,  as  nfual. 

/V^.  I.  The  Lords  read  a  firft  Time  a  BiH  for  punifiung 
PerfonsaiEfting  Prifoners  to  efcape. 

Then  the  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  taking  into 
?**tef  rf  die'  Confideration  the  fcveral  Eftimatcs  of  the  Expence  of  tlie 
^^M  of  the  Forces  in  the  Pay  of  Great  Britain,  the  Earl  Stanhofe  ftood 
Fofcipi  Forcei  up  and  ipoke  as  follows  : 
ta  BritHh  Pay. 

My  Lords f 
'  I  have  always  nndcrftood,  that  the  peculiar  Happincfs  of 
Eirl  Stinbopc.  ^^  iJr///)^  Nation  confifts  in  this,  that  nothing  of  Importance 
can  be  undertaken  by  the  Government,  without  the  Confent 
of  the  People  as  reprefcnted  by  the  other  Honfe,  and  that  of 
your  Lordihips,  who(c  large  PofTefHons,  and  the  Merits  ei« 
ther  of  your  Anceftors  or  yourfclves,  have  given  yon  the  Pri- 
vilege of  vodng  in  your  own  Right  in  nadonal  Onifoltations. 

*  The  Advantages  of  this  Conftitution,  die  Security  which 
it  confers  upon  the  Nation,  and  the  Reftraint  which  it  lays 
upon  corrupt  Minifters,  or  ambitious  Princes,  are  in  them- 
fclves  too  obvious  to  admit  of  Explanadon  ;  and  too  ^veU 
known  in  this  great  AfTembly,  by  whole  Anceftors  they  were 
originally  obtained  and  preferv'd  at  the  frequent  Hazard  of 
lAh  and  Fortune,  for  me  to  imagine,  that  I  can  make  them 
either  more  efteemcd  or  better  nndcrftood. 

*  My  Intention,  my  Lords,  is  not  to  teadi  others  the 
Regard  which  the  Conflitution  of  our  Government,  or  the 
Happinefs  of  the  Nation  demands  from  them,  but  to  ihew 
how  much  I  regard  them  myfelf,  by  endeavouring  to  pre- 
ferve  and  defend  them  at  a  Time  when  I  think  them  invaded 
and  endangered. 

<  Upon  the  Examinadon  of  the  Eftimatcs  now  before  U5, 

I 
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1  cannot  but  think  It  neceflary^  my  Lords^  that  every  Man  An.  t6.Geo.  II. 
vBho  values  Liberty^  fhould  exert  that  Spirit  by  which  it  was         1742. 
at  fiiftefiabliOied  ;  that  every  Man  (hoald  roofe  from  hisSe-  ' 
cunty,  and  awaken  all  his  Vigilance  and  ail  his  Zeal^  left 
thcbM  Attempt  that  has  been  now  made,  ihould,  if  it  be 
not  vigoroufly  reprefled,  be  an  Encouragement  to  the  more 
dangerous  Incroachments  ;  and  left  that  Fabrick  of  Power 
ibowdbe  deftroyed  which  has  been  ere^ed  at  fuch  Expence 
and  with  fuch  Labour,  at  which  one  Generation  has  toiled 
after  aaodier,  and  of  which  the  Wifdom  of  the  moft  experi- 
enced and  penetrating  Statefmen  have  been  employed  to  per* 
iedks  Symmetry,  and  the  Indulby  of  the  moft  virtuous  Pan 
triots  to  repair  its  Decays. 

'  The  hrft  Objed  which  the  Eftimates  force  upOn  our  Ob- 
fcfvation  is  a  numerous  Body  of  Foreign  Troops,  for  the 
Ijcvj  and  Payment  of  which  a  veiy  large  Sum  is  demanded  ; 
and  demanded  at  a  Time  when  tne  Nation  is  to  the  laft  De- 
cree enbarraiied  and  opprefled  ;  when  it  is  engag'd  in  a  War 
wiA  a  powerful  Kingdom,  and  almoft  overwhelmed  with  the 
Debt*  that  were  contraded  in  former  Coniederacies  ;  when 
it  is  engag'd  in  a  War,  not  for  the  Recovery  of  forgotten 
Claisia,  or  for  the  Gratification  of  reftlefs  Ambidon,  not  for 
the  Gonfnmption  0/  exuberant  Wealth,  or  for  the  Difcharge 
of  liqpcrfluoas  Inhabiunts  ;  but  a  War  in  which  the  moft 
iiiyiiUuit  Interefts  are  fet  to  hazard,  and  by  which  the  Free- 
doat  of  Mvigation  mnft  be  either  eftablifh'a  or  loft  /  a  War 
nmft  determine  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Ocean,  the 
I  of  Commerce,  and  the  Sute  of  our  Colonies  >  a  War 
ch  we  may  indeed  be  victorious  without  any  Increafe 
of^mr  Reputation ;  but  in  which  we  cannot  be  defeated  with- 
ootlafing  all  our  Influence  upon  Foreign  Powers,  and  be- 
coaiogiubjed  to  the  Infolence  of  petty  Princes. 

*  ^When  Foreign  Troops  are  lured  at  a  Time  like  this,  it 
is  aatnrai  to  expc6t,  that  they  have  been  prc^r'd  by  Con- 
trafta  uncommonly  frugal  ;  becanie  no  Nation  can  be  fbp- 
poM  tobe  lavifh  in  a  Time  of  Diftrefs  :  It  is  natural,  my 
XdOiis,  to  exped  that  they  ihould  be  employ'd  in  Expeditions 
of  Ae  utmoit  Importance  ;  Jbecaufe  no  trifling  Advantage 
<3fa^lfn  to  incite  a  People  overbnrthen*d  with  Taxes  to  opprds 
tbenielves  widi  any  new  Ex{^nce ;  and  it  may  be  juftly  fup- 
pofedy  that  thefe  Troops  were  hired  by  the  Advice  of  me 
FatSament ;  becaufeno  Minifter  can  be  fuppoied  fo  harden- 
ed in  Defiance  of  his  Country,  in  Contempt  of  the  Laws,  and 
ia  Difr^rd  of  the  publick  Happinefs,  as  to  dare  to  introduce 
Foreigners  into  the  publick  Service,  in  Profecution  of  his 


private  Schemes,  or  to  rob  the  Nation  which  he  pro- 
fdSa  to  fcrve.  that  he  mayincreafe  the  Wealth  of  anonui. 

<  But 
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'  Bat  Dpon  Coniideratioa  of  this  Edimate,  my  JLords^  all 
thcfc  Expeftations,  however  reafonablc  in  thcmlelves,  how- 
ever conliftent  with  the  Declarations  of  the  wifett  Statefinen, 
and  the  Praftice  of  former  Times,  will  be  difappointed  ;  for 
it  will  be  found  that  the  Troops  of  wliich  we  arc  now  to  ra- 
tify theProvifions  for  their  Payment,  are  raifed  at  anExpence 
never  known  on  the  like  Occafion  before,  when  the  Nation 
was  far  more  able  to  fupport  it ;  that  they  have  yet  been 
employed  in  no  Expedition,  that  they  have  neither  fought  a 
Battle,  nor  befieged  a  Town,  nor  uiidertaken  any  Dcfign, 
nor  hindered  any  ihat  has  been  formed  by  thofe  againft  whom 
they  are  pretended  to  have  been  raifed ;  that  they  have  not 
yet  drawn  a  Sword  but  at  a  Re^ew,  nor  heard  the  Report  of 
Fire-arms  but  upon  a  Fcftival;  that  they  have  not  yet  feen  an 
Enemy,  and  fhat  they  arc  pofted  where  no  Enemy  is  likely 
to  approach  them. 

^  Bat  this,  my  Lords,  Is  not  the  Circumftancewhich^  ought, 
in  my  Opinion,  moft  ftrongly  to  alfedt  us  :  Troops  may  be 
raifed  without  being  employed,  and  Money  expended  with- 
out EffeA ;  but  fuch  Meafures,  tliough  they  ought  to  be 
cenfured  and  redified,  may  be  born  without  any  extraordi- 
nary Degree  of  Indignation. .  While  our  Conftitution  rc- 
mains  unviolated,  temporary  Loffes  ma/ be  cafily  repaired, 
and  accidental  Mifconaud  fpeedily  retrieved  ;  but  when  the 
publick  Rights  are  infringed,  when  the  Miniftry  aflume  the 
Power  of  giving  away  the  Properties  of  the  People,  it  is  then 
neceflary  to  exert  an  uncommon  Degree  of  Vigour  and  Re- 
fen  tment  ;  it  is  as  neceffary  to  ftop  the  Incroachmcnts  of 
lawlcfs  Power,  as  to  oppofe  the  Torrent  of  a  Deluge,  which 
may  be  perhaps  refiftea  at  firft,  but  from  which  the  Country 
that  is  once  ovenv helmed  by  it,  cannot  be  rccovei;cd. 

*  Taraife  this  Ardour,  my  Lords,  to  excite  this  laudable 
Refentment,  I  believe  it  will  be  only  neceflary  to  obferve, 
tliat  thofe  Troops  were  railed  without  the  Advice  or  the 
Confent  of  the  Parliament ;  that  this  new  Burthen  has  been 
laid  upon  the  Nation  by  the  defpotic  Will  of  the  Miniflers, 
and  that  the  Demands  made  for  their  Support  may  be  faid  to 
be  a  Tax  laid  upon  the  People,  not  by  the  Parliament  but 
by  the  Qoart, 

*  The  Motives  upon  which  the  Miniffary  have  adcd  on  this 
Occadon  are,  fo  fer  as  they  can  be  difcovcred,  and.  Indeed^ 
there  appears  very  little  Care  to  conceal  them,  fuch  as  no 
Subjed  of  this  Crown  ever  dared  to  proceed  upon  before  ; 
they  are  fuch  as  the  AA  of  Settlement,  that  Ad  to  which 
our  Sovereign  owes  his  Title  to  this  Throne,  ought  forever 
tp  have  excluded  from  Brit't/h  CouncUs* 
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'  I  (hould  proceed,  my  Lords,  to  expLua  this  new  Me-  An.  i6.  Geo.  qu 
tbod  of  impoveriihing  our  Country,  axul  endeavour  to  fhew         ^74^*     > 
the  Principles  from  which  it  ahfes,  and  the  End  which  it  '-^'  ^'* 
mnft  promote.    But  fome  fudden  Indiipolition  obliges  me  to 
contrad  my  Plan,  and  conclude  much  (ooner  than  I  intended 
with  moving,  *  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 

*  Majefty,  tobeieech  and  advife  his  Majefty,  that  confidering 

'  the  exceifivQ  and  grievous  Expences,  incurred  by  the  great    ' 

*  Komber  of  Foreign  Troops,  now  in  the  Pay  of  Great  Bri- 
^  tain  (Expences  lb  increafed  by  the  extraordinary  Manner, 
'  as  we  apprehend^  of  making  the  Eftimates  relating  there- 
^  unto,  and  which  do  not  appear  to  us,  conducive  to  the 
'  End  propofed^  his  Majefty  will  be  graciouily  pleaied,  in 
'  Compaiuon  to  his  People  loaded  already  with  fuch  nume- 
'  rous  and  heavy  Taxes,  fuch  large  and  growing  Debts,  and 
'  greater  annual  Expences  than  this  Nation,  at  any  Time, 
'  ever  before  fuftained,  to  exonerate  his  Subjeds  of  the 
^  Charge  and  Burthen  of  thofe  Mercenaries,  who  were  xsl^- 
^  en  into  our  Service  laft  Year,  without  the  Advice  or  Cou- 
'  firnt  of  Parliament.* 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  fpoke  next,  in  Support  of  the  Mo- 
tion^  to  the  following  Effe^  : 
My  Lords, 

'  Though  I  heard  the  noble  Lord  with  fo  much  Pleafure,  £.  of  Saadwkli. 
that  I  could  not  but  wifh  he  had  been  able  to  deliver  his 
Sentiments  more  fully  upon  this  important  Affair ;  yet  I 
think  the  Motion  fo  reafonable  and  jull,  that  though  he 
might  have  fet  it  yet  more  beyond  the  Danger  of  Oppoution, 
tho'  he  might  have  produced  many  Arguments  in  Defence 
of  it,  which  perhaps  will  not  occur  to  any  other  Lords ;  yet 
I  (hall  be  able  to  juftify  it  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  may  fecurc 
the  Approbation  of  the  Unprejudiced  and  Difintereded ;  and 
therefore  I  rife  up  to  fecond  it  with  that  Confidence,  which 
always  arifes  from  a  Confcioufhefs  of  honell  Intentions,  and 
of  an  impartial  Enquiry  after  Truth. 

*  The  Meafures,  my  Lords,  which  have  given  OccaCon 
to  this  Motion,  have  been  for  fome  Time  tlie  Subject  of  my 
Kefledtions.  I  have  endeavoured  to  examine  them  in  their 
fiiU  £xtent,  to  recoiled  the  previous^  Occurrences  by  which 
the  Minifiry  might  have  been  influenced  to  engage  in  thein, 
aud  to  difcover  the  certain  and  the  probable  Confequences 
^ghich  theymav  either  immediately,  or  more  remotdv  pro- 
dace.  I  have  laboured  to  colled  from  thofe  who  are  fuppof- 
«d  to  be  mod  acquainted  with  the  State  of  Eui^opc,  and  the 
Scheme  of  Britifi  Policy  which  is  at  prefent  pnrfued,  the 

Argu- 
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An.  t6.  Geo.n.  Arguments  which  can  be  offered  in  favour  of  thefe  new  £n- 
174^-  gagements  ;  and  have  compared  them  with  the  GondoA  of 
^  tbrmer  Ages  upon  the  like  Occaiions  j  but  the  Rcfiilt  of  ull 
my  Searches  into  Hiftory^  all  my  ConveHation  with  Politi- 
cians of  every  Party,  and  all  my  private  Meditations^  has 
been  only,  that  I  am  every  Hour  confirmed  by  ibme  new 
Evidence,  in  the  Opinion  which  I  had  firft  formed ;  and  now 
imagined  royfelf  to  know  what  I  at  firfi  believed,  that  we  arc 
entangled  in  a  Labyrinth  of  which  no  End  is  to  be  fcen,  and 
in  which  no  certain  Path  has  yet  been  difcovered  ;  that  we 
are  purfuing  Schemes  which  are  in  no  Degree  necefiary  to 
the  Profperity  of  our  Country,  by  Means  which  are  appa 
rently  contrary  to  Law,  to  Policy,  and  to  JufUce ;  and  that 
we  arc  involved  in  a  foreign  Quarrel  only  to  wafte  that 
Blo^,  and  exhaufl  that  l^reaiure,  whicb  might  be  employed 
in  recovering  the  Rights  of  Commerce,  and  regaining  the 
Dominion  of  the  Sea« 

*  To  profecute  the  War  againft  Spain  with  that  Vigour 
which  Intereft  and  Refentment  might  be  expeded  to  produce, 
to  reprefs  that  Infolence  by  which  our  Navigation  has  been 
confined,  and  to  punifh  that  Rapacity  by  which  our  Mer- 
chants have  been  plundered,  and  that  Cruelty  by  which  our 
Fcllow-Subje^s  have  been  enflaved,  tortured  and  murdered, 
had  been  an  Attempt  in  which  every  honclt  Man  would  rea- 
dily have  concurred,  and  to  which  all  thofe  who  had  any 
Senfe  to  difcern  their  own  Intercft,  or  Virtue  to  promote  the 
pubUck  Happinefs,  would  chearfully  have  contributed,  how- 
ever loaded  with  Taxes,  opprefled  with  a  Standing  Army, 
and  plundcr'd  by  the  Vultures  of  a  Court :  Nor  is  tl^?  anci- 
ent Spirit  of  the  Brihjh  Nation  fo  much  deprefTed,  but  that 
when  Spain  had  been  fubdued,  when  our  Rights  had  been 
publickly  acknowledged,  our  LofTcs  repaired,  and  onr  Colo- 
nies iecured ;  when  our  Ships  had  again  failed  in  Security, 
and  our  Flag  awed  the  Seas  of  the  IVefl- Indies ^  we  might 
then  have  extended  our  Views  to  foreign  Countries,  might 
have  ailiuned  once  more  the  Guardianfhip  of  the  Liberties 
of  Europe,  have  given  Law  to  the  Powers  of  the  Continent, 
and  fupenntended  the  Happinefs  of  Mankind.  But  in  the 
prefent  Situation  of  our  Affairs,  when  we  have  made  War 
for  Years  without  Advantage,  while  our  moft  important 
Rights  arc  yet  fubjedt  to  the  Chance  of  Battle,  why  we 
fhould  engage  in  the  Defence  of  other  Princes  more  than  our 
Stipulations  require,  I  am  not  able  to  dilcover ;  nor  can  I 
conceive  what  Motive  can  incite  us,  after  having  fufiered  fo 
much  from  a  weak  Enemv,  to  irritate  a  (bonger. 

*  To  the^eafurcs  which  are  now  pur&cd,  w^  dierc  no 

other 
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other  Aliments  to  be  aUedged  againft  them,  I  fliould  think  An.  i6.  Geo.  !!• 
it,  my  Lords,  afnfficicntObjedionthat  they  arcunneccfla-       ^^ 
ij,  and  that  this  is  not  a  Time  for  political  Experiments,  ^    ^^^ 
or  for  wanton  Expeaces.    I  fhould  think,  that  the  preTent 
Diftrefles  of  the  Publick  ought  to  relbrain  your  LordOiipt 
from  approving  any  Steps  by  which  our  Burthens  may  be 
made  more  heavy  :  Burthens  under  which  we  are  already 
finking,  and  which  a  Peace  of  more  than  twenty  Years  haa 
not  contributed  to  lighten. 

'  But  that  they  are  nnneceflary,  my  Lords,  is  the  weakeft 
Allegationthat  can  beofiered  ;  tor  they  are  fuch  as  tend  not 
only  to  obftrudt  the  Advancement  of  more  advantageous  De« 
figns,  but  to  bring  upon  us  the  heavieft  Calamities  ;  they 
mil  not  only  hinder  us  from  encreafing  our  Strength,  but 
will  fink  us  to  the  greatefi  Degree  of  Weakncfs  ;  they  will 
not  only  impoveriih  us  for  die  prefent,  which  may  be  lome- 
timea  the  EfkA  of  ufefiil  and  beneficial  Defigns,  but  may 
deprefs  us  below  a  Poflibility  of  Recovery,  and  reduce  us  td 
receive  Laws  from  fome  Foreign  Power. 

*  This  is  indeed  a  dreadful  Profpedt,  but  what  other  cad 
arife  to  us  firom  a  War  with  France ;  with  the  rooft  wealthy 
Nation  of  the  Univerfe ;  of  which  we  were  fuffidently  fliewn 
the  Streiu^  in  the  late  War,  by  the  fmall  Refiflance  which 
all  the  fnrronnding  Nadons  found  it  able  to  make  againfl 
their  united  Efforts,  and  which  the  Debts  that  they  then 
contraded,  and  the  Towns  that  were  then  deftroy'd,  will 
not  fufier  them  eaiily  to  forget.  Of  this  Nadon,  my  Lords* 
thus  powerful,  thus  formidable,  neither  the  Dominions  are 
contraded  nor  the  Trade  impaired,  nor  the  Inhabitanu  di« 
minifhedi  The  Frevck  Armies  are  no  lefs  numerous  than 
under  their  late  migh^  Monarch,  their  Territories  are  in- 
creafcd  by  new  Acqmntions,  their  Trade  has  Ions  been  pro* 
moted  by  the  Defhrudtion  of  ours,  and  tfadr  Wealth  has  beea 
by  Confequence  increafed*  They  have  not,  my  Lords,  like 
this  anhappy  Nation,  been  exhaufled  by  temporary  £3q)edi* 
ents,  and  ufelefs  Armaments  ;  they  have  notharrafled  their 
Merchants  to  agffrandife  the  Court,  nor  thrown  away  the 
Opportunities  wnich  this  Interval  of  Qiiiet  has  afforded 
them,  in  the  Struggles  of  Fadion  ;  they  have  not  been  mui- 
tiplying  Officers  to  betray  the  People,  and  taxing  the  People 
to  fupport  thdr  OpprelTors  ;  but  haye  vdth  equal  Policy, 
Dil^ence,  and  Succefs,  recovered  the  Lofles  which  they 
then  fuflained,  and  enabled  themfehres  to  make  another 
Stand  againfl  a  general  Confederacy. 

<  Againft  this  Kingdom,  my  Lords,  are  we  now  to  be 

engag'd  in  a  War,  without  Trade,   and  widiout  Money, 
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loaded  with  Debts,  and  harraflcd  with  Exactions  ;  for  what 
Confcqnenccs  can  be  expe^ed  from  fending  our  Troops  into 
the  Froniicr  Towns,  but  that  the  French  will  charge  us 
with  beginning  Hoftilities,  and  declare  War  againft  us,  or 
attack  us  without  a  Declaration,  and  that  we  (hall  be  obliged 
to  (land  alone  againft  the  whole  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bony  while  all  our  ancient  Allies  ftand  at  a  Diftance  fpiritlefs 
and  intimidated,  or  perhaps  fecretly  incite  our  Enemies  a- 
gainfl  us,  in  hopes  ot  (harang  our  Plunder,  or  of  ridng  on 
our  Ruin. 

*  I  know  it  has  been  allcdg'd,  and  allcdg'd  with  fuch  a 
Degree  of  Confidence  as  It  is  reafonable  to  hope  nothing 
could  produce  but  a  Confcioufnefs  of  Truth,  that  the  Dutch 
have  already  confented  to  affift  us  ;  nor  is  it  without  Regret 
that  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  declare,  that  this  Aflertion  is 
nothing  more  than  oneof  thofe  tranfient  Vifions  with  which 
it  has  been  for  a  long  Time  the  Cuftom  of  Britijh  Miniftcrs 
to  delude  the  People,  to  pacify  their  Clamours,  and  lull  them 
in  Security  ;  one  of  thofc  Artifices  from  which  nothing  more 
is  cxpcdted  that  that  it  (hall  operate  upon  the  Nation,  til! 
the  Circumftances  of  our  Affairs  furnifli  out  another,  which 
is  likewife  in  a  fliort  Time  to  be  exploded  only  to  make  Way 
for  new  Falfhoods  in  a  perpetual  SuccefTion. 

*  Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  Art  of  Government  difcover'd 
by  the  wonderfiil  Sagacity  of  modern  Statefmcn,  who  have 
found  out,  that  it  iseafier  to  palliate  than  to  cure  ;  and  that 
the  People  may  be  quieted  by  political  Soporifics,  while  Dif- 
cafcs  arc  preying  upon  them,  while  their  Strength  decays, 
and  their  Vitals  are  confumed. 

'  That  thefe  Falihoods  prevail  upon  Mankind  ;  and  that 
after  the  Difcovery  of  one  Cheat,  another  equally  grofs  is 
patiently  borne,  cannot  but  raife  the  Wonder  of  a  Man  who 
views  the  World  at  a  Di(hnce,  and  who  has  not  Opportunities 
of  enquiring  into  the  various  Motives  of  Adlion  or  Belief: 
Such  an  one  would  be  inclined  to  think  us  a  Nation  of  Fools, 
that  mu(t  be  ftilled  with  Rattles,  or  amufed  with  Baubles  ; 
and  would  readily  conclude,  that  our  Minifters  were  obliged 
to  pra^tife  fuch  Fallacies,  becaufc  they  could  not  prevail  up- 
on us  by  Motives  adapted  to  reafonable  Beings. 

But  if  we  refiedty  my  Lords,  upon  the  different  Principles 
upon  whicli  Kejjorts  like  thefe  are  propagated  and  oppoied, 
it  will  eafily  be  difcovered  that  their  Succefs  is  not  to  be 
imputed  either  to  fuperior  Art  on  one  Side,  or  uncommon 
Weaknefs  on  the  other.  It  is  well  known  that  they  are  pro- 
moted by  Men  hired  for  that  Purpofe  with  large  Salaries,  or 
beneficial  £mployment8|  and  that  they  can  be  oppofed  only 

from 
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from  a  Ddire  of  deteding  Falfliood  and  advanciiig  the  pub-  An.  16.  Geo.  II. 
iick  Happine{s  :  It  is  apparent  that  thofe  who  invent,  thofe         ^^^' 
who  circulate,  and  perhaps  Part  of  thofe  who  counterfeit  Be-  ^^ 

lief  of  them,  are  incited  by  the  Profpcd  of  private  Advan- 
tage and  immediate  Profit ;  and  that  thofe  who  flop  them  in 
their  Career  by  Contradidlion  and  Objedions,  can  propofe 
no  other  Benefit  to  themfeives,  than  that  which  they  mail 
receive  in  common  with  every  other  Member  of  the  Commu- 
nity ;  and  therefore  whoever  has  fufficiently  obferved  Man- 
kind, to  diicover  the  Rcafon  for  which  Self-Interefl  has  in 
almc^  all  Ages  prevailed  over  publick  Spirit,  will  be  able  to 
fee  why  Reports  like  thefe  are  not  always  fupprefs'd  by  fea- 
fonable  Detections. 

'  A  Minifler  ought  not  to  flatter  himfelf  that  he  has  al- 
ways deceived  thofe  who  appear  to  credit  his  Reprcfentati- 
ons  ;  their  Silence  is  not  fo  often  the  EfTedt  of  Credulity  as 
of  Cowaij^dice  or  Indolence  :  Many  are  overborne  by  the 
Pomp  of  great  Offices,  and  others  who  diftinguiOi  more  dear- 
ly, and  judge  with  greater  Freed<Ai,  are  contented  to  enjoy 
their  own  Refledtions  without  reproving  thofe  whom  they 
icrftar  to  reform. 

*  This  Report  of  the  Engagement  of  the  DuU/j  in  our 
Meafures,  flull  however  furniih  our  Minifters  witii  no  Op- 
portunity of  boafling  their  Addrefs,  nor  fhall  it  pofs  any 
longer  without  Contradiction  ;  for  I  (hall  without  any  Scru-* 
pie  aifirm,  in  the  Prefence  of  this  auguft  Aflembly,  that  the 
Dutch  have  hitherto  appeared  abfolutely  neutral,  that  they 
have  not  fhewn  any  Approbation  of  our  Meafures,  nor  any 
Inclination  to  alTiu  us  in  them*  I  know,  my  Lords,  how 
difjgreeable  this  Aflertion  may  be  to  thofe,  whofe  Interefl  it 
is  that  Mankind  ihould  believe  them  of  no  lefs  Importance 
in  the  £yes  of  Foreign  Powers  than  in  their  own  ;  and  (hould 
imagine  that  the  remoteft  Nations  in  the  World  are  influ- 
ence! by  their  Motions,  and  directed  by  their  Counfels  3  But 
houTver  tliey  may  refent  this  Declaration,  I  defy  them  to 
confute  it  ;  and  now  call  upon  them  to  fhew  that  the  Dutch 
liave  engaged  in  any  Meafures  for  the  Support  of  the  Quees 
of  Hungary* 

'  The  late  Augmentation  of  twenty  Thoufand  Men,  whid) 
nay  pofllbly  be  mention*d  as  a  Proof  of  their  Intentions^ 
fli^ws  nothing  but  that  they  purfue  their  own  Intereil  with 
their  ufnal  Prudence  and  Attention  ;  and  with  fuch  as  it  is  to 
be  wifli'd  that  our  Minifters  would  condefcend  to  learn  from 
them;  and  that  they  are  too  wife  to  fuffer  the  Towns  from 
which  the  Auflrians  have,  by  our  Perfuafions,  withdrawn 
their  Troops,  to  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  French  *  They 
174a  K  a  havtf 
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An.  16.  Ceo.  11.  have  therefore  fubftitutcd  new  Garrilbns,  but  leemto  have 
1741         no  Regard  to  the  Intercft  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  nor  any 
'  other  View  than  that  of  providine  for  their  own  Security, 
waiting  the  Event  of  the  War,  and  laving  hold  of  any  Ad- 
vantage that  may  accidentally  be  offcr'd  them. 

*  It  may  be  urged  fiirthcr  by  thofc  who  arc  defiroQS  to 
deceive  others,  or  willing  to  lie  deceived  thcrofelvcs  ;  that 
the  Province  of  Holiand  has  pafled  a  Vote  for  af&fting  the 
Qiieen  of  Hungary  with  twenty  Thoufand  Men  :  But  it  it  be 
remembered,  "my  Lords,  that  this  muft  be  a  general  A&  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  every  Province  has  its  own  par- 
ticular Views  to  gratify,  and  its  own  Intereft  to  reconcile 
with  the  general  Good,  it  may  be  very  reafonably  fnf- 
pe<aed,  that  this  Affiftancc  is  yet  rather  the  Objedt  of  Hope 
than  Expedation  •  it  may  juftly  be  feared,  that  before  fo 
many  various  Difpofitions  will  unite,  and  fuch  difierent 
Schemes  will  be  made  coniiftent,  the  Houfc  of  Aufirta  may 
be  ruined,  our  Forces  may^  deftroy'd,  and  GermanyttiStscsi*A 
by  the  French.  Then,  my  Lords,  what  will  remain,  but 
that  we  (hall  curfe  that  Folly  that  involved  us  in  difiantOimr- 
rels,  •  and  that  Temerity  which  fcnt  us  out  to  oppofe  a  raw- 
er which  we  could  ^  not  withfland,  and  which  incited  us  to 
wade  that  Treafnre  in  Foreign  Countries,  which  we  may 
quickly  want  for  the  Defence  of  our  own. 

'  It  muft  be  indeed  confefTed,  that  if  an  £ftimate  is  to  be 
made  of  our  Condition  from  the  Condu^  of  our  Minifters, 
the  Fear  of  exhaufling  our  Treafnrc  muft  be  merely  Panic  ; 
and  the  Precepts  of  Fnigality  which  other  States  have  grown 
great  •  by  obfcrving,  are  to  us  abfolutely  unneceflary.  It 
may  reafbnably  be  imagined  that  we  have  fome  fecm  Mine, 
or  hidden  Repofitory  of  Gold,  which  no  Degree  of  Extra- 
vagance can  drain,  and  which  may  for  ever  fupply  the  moft 
lavifh  Expences  without  Diminution. 

*  For  upon  what  other  Suppofition,  mj  Lords,  can  any 
Man  attempt  a  Deff  ncc  of  the  Contract,  by  which  we  have 
obtained  •  for  one  Campaign  tlie  Service  of  the  Troops  of 
Hanoter  ?  V^hat  but  the  Confidence  of  Funds  that  can  ne- 
ver be  deficient  could  influence  them  to  conclude  a  Stipula* 
tion,  by  which  Levy -Money  is  to  be  paid  for  Troops  of 
which  not  a  fingle  Regiment  was  raifed  for  our  Service  or  on 
the  prefent  Occafion  ;  which  were  eftablifhed  for  the  Security 
of  the  Eledloratc  of  Hanover^  and  would  have  been  main- 
tained, tho*  we  had  not  engaged  in  the  Afiairs  of  the  Con-« 
tinent. 

'  What  were  the  Reafons  which  induced  our  Miniftry  to 
employ  the  Forces  of  Hanover ^  it  is  perhaps  not  nece/fcry 
to  inquire.    The  only  Motive  that  ought  to  have  inflnenc'd 

them 
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them  was  the  Pro(ped  of  obtaining  them  upon  cheap  Terms ;  An.  i4  Ctb,  TI, 
for,  my  Lords,  if  the  Troops  oi  Hunjver  cannot  h«  obtain-        }2^ 
cd  but  at  the  fame  Expence   with  tliofc  of  Great  Britain ^  I  ^    ^-'^ 
am  not  able  to  difcover,  why  they  (hould  be  preferred.     I 
have  never  heard,  my  Lords,  any  uncommon  Infbnce  of 
Hanoverian  Courage,  that  fhould  incline  us  to  truA  the  Caufe 
of  Europe  rather  to  that  Nation  than  to  our  own  ;    and  am 
inclined  to   believe,  that  Great  Britain  is  able  to  produce 
Men  equal  in  all  military  Virtues  to  any  Native  of  that  happy 
Country  ;  &  Country  which  though  it  was  thought  worthy 
to  be  iecored  by  a  Neutrality,  when  all  the   neighbouring 
Provinces  were  exposed  to  the  Ravages  of  War,  I  have  never 
heard  celebrated  for  any  peculiar  Excellencies  ;  and  of  which 
I  cannot  but  obfervc,  that  it  was  indebted  ibr  its  Security 
ntber  to  the  Precaution  of  its  Prince  than  the  Bravery  of  its 
Inhabitants. 

*  This  Demand  of  Levy-Money  (hoeks  every  Br'iion  yet 
more  ftrongly,  on  confidering  by  whom  it  is  required  ;  re- 
quired  by  that  Family  whom  we  have  raifed  from  a  petty 
Dominion  for  which  Homage  was  paid  to  a  fnperior  PoAcr  ; 
and  which  was,  perhaps,  only  fuffercd  to  retain  the  Appear- 
ance of  a  (eparate  Sovereignty,  becaufeit  was  not  >\oiih  the 
Labour  and  Esqpence  of  an  Invafion  j  becaufe  it  could  nei- 
ther increafe  Riches  nor  Titles,  nor  gratify  either  Avarice 
or  Ambition;  bv  a  Family  whom  from  W^nt  and  AVeak- 
neiswehaveexalted  to  a  Throne  ;  from  whence,  with  Vir- 
tue equal  to  their  Power,  they  may  iifue  their  Mandates  to 
the  remoteft  Parts  of  the  Earth,  may  prefcribe  the  Courle  of 
War  in  diftant  Empires,  and  cU^te  Terms  of  Peace  to  half 
the  Monarchs  of  the  Globe, 

*  I  (hould  imagine,  my  Lords,  that  when  a  King  of  the 
Honle  of  Hanover  furveys  his  Navies,  reviews  his  Troops^ 
or  examines  his  Revenue ;  beholds  tlie  Splendour  of  his 
Coart,  or  contemplates  the  Extent  of  his  Dominions,  he 
cannot  hot  fbmetimes,  however  unwillingly,  compare  his  pre-* 
fcnt  State  with  that  of  his  Anccftors ;  and  that  when  he  gives 
Audience  to  the  Ambafladors  of  Princes,  who  |K'rhaps  never 
heard  of  Hanover ^  and  dire<5l8  the  Payment  of  Sums,  by  the 
iicallefl  of  which  all  his  ancieut  Inheritance  would  be  dearly 
parchofed  ;  and  refiedls,  as  he  furely  fomctimcs  will,  that 
all  thefe  Honours  and  Riches,  thi:;  Reverence  from  Foreign 
Powers,  and  his  Domeftick  Splendour,  are  the  gratuitous 
and  voluntary  Gifts' of  the  mighty  People  of  (Tr^j/  Britain, 
he  fhould  find  his  Heart  overflowing  with  unlimited  Grati-* 
tude,  and  (hould  be  ready  to  facrifice  to  the  Happinefs  of 
his  Bencfo^ors,  notojily  every  petty  lutcreft,  or  accidcnia* 

'  R  ^  Inrli- 
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An  16.  Geo.  U.  Inclination,  bat  even  his  Repofe,  his  Safety,  or  his  Life  ; 
17431  that  he  ihould  be  ready  to  eale  them  of  every  Burthen  before 
I  hey  complained,  and  to  aid  them  with  all  his  Power  before 
they  requefted  his  AiTillance ;  that  he  fhould  confider  his 
little  Territories  as  only  a  contemptible  Province  to  his  Bri^ 
tijh  Kingdom,  a  Kind  of  Nurfcry  for  Troops  to  be  employ- 
ed without  harrafRuo  his  more  valuable  Subje^s. 

*  It  might  be  at  leaft  hoped,  my  Lords,  that  the  Princes 
of  the  Houie  of  Hanover  might  have  the  fame  Regard  to  this 
Tsation,  as  to  Kings  from  whom  they  never  received  any 
Benefit,  and  whom  they  ought  in  Reality  always  to  have  con- 
fidcr*d  as  Enemies ;  yet  even  from  fuch  Levy-Money  was  not 
always  required,   or  if  required  was  not  always  received. 

*  There  was  once  a  Time,  my  Lords,  before  any  of  this 
Race  wore  the  Crown  of  Crest  Britairiy  when  the  great 
French  Monarch,  Lewis  XIV.  being  under  a  Neceflity  of 
hiring  Auxiliary  Troops,  applied  to  the  Duke  of  Hanover^ 
as  a  Prince  whofe  Neceflities  would  naturally  incline  him  to 
fet  the  Lives  of  his  Subje<i1:s  at  a  cheap  Rate  :  The  Duke 
pleafed  with  an  Opportunity  of  trafficking  with  fo  wealthy  a 
Monarch,  readily  promifed  a  Supply  of  Troops  ;  and  de- 
manded Levy-Money  to  be  paid  him,  that  he  might  be  ena- 
bled to  raife  them.  But  Hanoverian  Reputation  was  not 
j:hen  raifed  fo  high,  as  that  the  French  King  (hould  truft  him 
with  his  Money.  Lewis  fufpe(5ted,  and  made  no  Scruple  of 
declaring  his  Sufpicion,  that  the  Demand  of  Levy-Money 
vas  only  a  Pretence  to  obtain  a  Sum  which  would  never  after- 
wards be  repaid,  and  for  which  no  Troops  would  be  ob- 
tained ;  and  therefore  with  his  ufual  Prudence  infilled,  that 
the  Troops  (hould  firft  march  and  then  be  paid.  Thus  for 
fonie  Time  the  Treaty  was  at  a  Stand  :  But  the  King  being 
equally  in  Want  of  Men  as  the  Duke  of  Money  ;  and  per- 
ceiving, perhaps,  that  it  was  really  impracticable  for  fo  indi- 
gent a  Prince  to  I'aife  Troops  without  fome  pecuniary  AfTi- 
ttance,  offered  him  at  length  a  fmjU  Sum,  which  was  gladly 
accepted,  tho'  much  below  the  original  Demand.  The 
Troops  were  engaged  in  the  Service  ot  France  ;  and  the  Duke 
of  Hanover  thought  himfelf  happy  in  being  able  to  amnfe 
himfelf  at  his  Lcihire  with  the  Rattle  of  the  Money. 

*  Such,  ray  Lords,  \ve;e  the  Conditions  on  which  tlie 
Troops  of  Hanover  were  furnilhed  in  former  Times  ;  and 
furely  what  conld  then  be  produced  by  the  Love  of  Money, 
or  the  Awe  of  a  fuperior  Power,  might  now  be  expe<!lcd  as 
the  EfFe<ft  of  Gratitude  andKindnefs. 

*  But  not  to  dwell  any  longer,  my  Lords,  upon  particur 
lar  Circu|nftanpes  of  Meafurcs^,  of  which  tlie  whole  Scheme  is 
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•ontrary  to  the  apDarent  Intcreft  of  this  Kingdom,  I  fliall  not^"*  '^'  ^^  '-' 

inquire  farther,  why  Auxiliaries  are  employ*d  oil  this  Occa-  .     L^^' 

fion  rather  tlian  Britonsy  rather  than  thofe  whofe  Bravery  is 
celebrated  to  the  moil  dilbnt  Corners  oi  the  Earth  ?  Why, 
if  Mercenaries  are  neceilary,  thofe  of  Hanover  are  preferred 
to  others  ?  Or  why,  if  they  are  indeed  pref.  rable,  they  arc 
now  to  be  hired  at  a  dearer  Rate  than  at  any  former  Time. 
It  appears  to  me  of  far  more  Importance  to  undermine  the 
Foundation,  than  to  batter  tlie  Superftrufture  of  our  prefent 
Syflem  of  Politicks  ;  and  of  greater  Ufe  to  inquire,  why  we 
have  engaged  in  a  War  on  the  Continent,  than  why  wc  car* 
ryiton  with  ridiculous  Profulion. 

*  It  appears  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  there  are  many  Rea* 
Ions,  which,  with  the  fame  Circumftances,  would  have  with- 
held any  Nation  but  this  from  fuch  a  dangerous  Interpofiti- 
on.  The  Dutch  we  fee  are  content  to  look  on  without  Ac- 
tion, tho'  they  are  more  interefted  in  the  Event,  and  lefs 
embarrailed  on  any  other  Side.  We  are  already  engaged  in 
a  War  of  which  no  Man  can  foreiee  the  Concluiion  ;  but 
which  cannot  be  ended  unfuccefsfuUy  without  the  utmoft 
Danger  to  our  mod  important  Interells  ;  and  which  yet  has 
hitherto  produced  only  Lodes  and  Dilgrace,  has  impoverifh- 
ed  oar  Merchants,  and  intimidated  our  Soldiers.  Whether 
thefc  Loiies  are  the  EfFedls  of  Weaknefs  or  Treachery,  is  a 
Qncftion  which  I  am  not  ambitious  of  endeavouring  to  de- 
dde,  and  of  which  the  Decifion  is,  indeed,  by  no  Mean$ 
neceilary  in  the  prefent  Debate  ;  fince  if  wc  are  too  weak 
to  ftru^le  with  Sfa'm  unafliiled  as  (he  is,  and  embarraffed 
with  dmerent  Views,  I  need  not  fay  what  will  be  our 
Condition,  when  the  whole  Houfc  of  Bourbon  (hall  be  com- 
bined againA  us  ;  when  that  Nation  which  ftpod  alone  for 
(b  many  Years  againft  the  united  Efforts  of  EuropCy  (hall  at- 
tack us  exhauftcd  with  Taxes,  enervated  with  Corruption, 
and  difunited  from  all  Allies.  Whether  the  Troops  of  Ham-, 
ver  will  a/Eft  us  at  that  Time,  I  cannot  determine  :  Perhapa 
in  the  Deftntdion  of  the  Br'iUjh  Dominions  it  may  be  thought 
expedient  to  fccure  a  more  valuable  and  important  Country 
by  a  timely  Neutrality  j  but  if  we  have  any  Auxiliaries  from 
thence,  wc  muft  then  necelFarily  obtain  tlicm  upon  cheaper 
Terms. 

*  If  our  Inadliyity  in  the  European  Seas,  and  our  ill  Suc- 
cefs  in  thofe  of  the  Weji  Inftci  be,  as  it  is  generally  fufpcd- 
rd,  the  Confcquence  of  perfidious  Counfi:ls,  and  private 
Machinations ;  if  our  Fleets  arc  Tent  oyt  with  Orders  to^ 
Jnake  no  Attempt  againft  our  Knciiiics,  or  our  Admirals 
V omnjaudf^d  to  irfvii  before  thcnj  \  liirclv  ik>  hi rher  Degree 
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Am  16.  Ceo.  IT.  of  Madncfs  can  be  imagined,  than  that  of  provoking  new 
174a.        Enemies  before  we  have  experienced  a  Change  of  Counfels  ; 
and  found  Reaibn  to  place  in  our  Minifters  and  Statefmen 
that  Confidence  which  War  abfolutely  requires. 

*  This  is  the  Condudb,  my  Lords,  which  I  fliould  think 
moil  rational,  even  tho'  we  were  attack'd  in  fome  of  our  real 
Kights,  and  tho'  the  Quarrel  about  which  we  were  debating 
was  oor  own ;  I  (hould  think  the  neareft  Danger  the  greated, 
and  ihottld  advife  Patience  imder  Foreign  Infults,  till  we  had 
redrefled  our  domefiick  Grievances  ;  till  we  had  driven 
Treachery  from  the  Court  and  Corruption  from  the  Parlia* 
ment :  But  much  more  proper  do  I  think  this  Condndl, 
when  we  are  invited  only  to  engage  in  diftant  War,  in  a 
Pifpute  aix>ut  the  Dominion  of  Princes  in  the  Bowels  of  the 
Continent;  of  Princes  of  whom  it  is  not  certain,  that  we 
(hall  receive  either  Advantage  or  Security  from  their  Great- 
nefs,  or  that  we  (hould  fuffer  any  Lois  or  Injury  by  their 
FaU. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  I  know  it  will  be  anfwered,  that  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  has  a  Right  by  Treaty  to  our  Afliftance  ^ 
and  that  in  becoming  Guarantees  of  the  Pragmatick  San^i- 
pn,  we  engaged  to  fupport  her  in  die  Dominions  of  her 
Auceflors.  This,  my  Lords,  is  an  Anlwer  the  Jnftneis  of 
which  I  do  not  deny,  and  the  Strength  of  which  I  will  not 
attempt  to  invalidate.  I  allow,  tliat  fuch  a  Stipulation  was 
made,  and  that  Treaties  ought  to  be  obferved,  at  whatever 
Hazard,  with  unviolated  Faith.  It  has  been  indeed  object- 
ed, that  many  Nations  engaged  with  us  in  the  fame  Treaty, 
whom  Intereft  or  Cowardice  have  inclined  to  negled  it  ; 
and  that  we  ought  not  to  become  the  (landing  Garrilbn  of 
Europ^y  or  to  defend  alone  tliolc  Territories,  to  the  Pre- 
(ervation  of  which  fo  many  Princes  are  obliged  tp  contribute 
equally  with  ourfelves.  But  this,  my  Lords,  appears  to  me 
an  Argument  of  which  the  ill  Contequcnces  can  never  be 
fully  di(cover'd  ;  an  Argument  which  didblves  all  the  Obli* 
gations  of  Contracts,  deftroys  the  Foundation  of  moral  Juf* 
tice,  and  lays  Society  open  to  all  the  Mifchiefs  of  Perfidy,  by 
making  the  Validity  of  Oaths  and  Contrads  dependent  upoii 
Chance,  and  regulating  the  Duties  of  one  Man  by  the  Con- 
duft  o(  another.  I  pretend  not,  my  Lords,  to  long  Ex- 
perience, and  therefore,  in  difcufling  intricate  Queftions, 
may  beeafily  miftaken  ;  but  as,  in  my  Opinion,  mv  Lords, 
Morality  is  (eldom  difficult  but  when  it  is  clouded  with  an 
Intention  to  deceive  others  or  ourfelves,  I  (hall  venture  to 
declare  with  more  Confidence,  that  in  Proportion  as  one  Man 
liegleds  his  Duty,  another  is  more  ftri^y  obliged  to  prac* 
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tife  Us  owa>  that  bis  Example  may  not  help  forward  the  Aa.  i6*  Geo.  m 
general  Corropdony  and  that  thofe  who  arc  injured  by  die  ,^ij**' 
Perfidj  of  others  may  from  his  Sincerity  have  a  Prolpeft  of '    ■'^"~"" 
ReiidC 

<  I  believe  all  Politicks  that  are  not  founded  on  Morality 
will  be  found  fidlacioos  and  deftmdtive ;  if  not  immediately^ 
to  thofe  who  pradice  them^  yet  confequentiaily,  by  their 
general  Tendency  to  diftorb  Society^  and  weaken  thofe  Obfi* 
gauons  which  maintain  the  Order  of  the  World.  I  (halt 
therefore  allow,  that  what  Juflice  requires  from  a  private 
Man,  becomes,  in  parallel  Circumftances,  the  Duty  of  a 
Nation  ;  and  (hall  therefore  never  advife  the  Violation  of  a 
foiemn  Treaty.  The  Stipulations  in  which  we  engaged, 
when  we  became  Guarantees  of  the  Fragmatick  Sandion, 
are  dpubtlels  to  be  obierved ;  and  it  is  therefore  one  of  the 
(bong^  Obje^ons  againft  the  Meafures  which  we  are  now 
poriiiing,  that  we  (hall  be  perfidious  at  a  greater  Expence 
than  Fidelity  would  have  required  ;  and  (hall  exhauft  the 
Treafore  of  the  Nation  without  afCitiag  the  Queen  of  Hun* 
gory. 

<  To  explain  this  Aflertion,  my  Lords,  it  is  neceflary  to 
take  a  View  of  theConltitution  of  the  Cermmli  Body,  which 
confiib  of  a  great  Number  of  feparate  Governments  inde- 
pendent on  eadi  other  ;  but  fubjed  in  fome  Degree  to  the 
Emperor  as  the  general  Head.  The  Subjeds  of  each  State 
are  governed  by  their  Prince,  and  owe  no  allegiance  to  any 
other  Sovereign  ;  but  the  Prince  performs  Homage  to  the 
Emperor  ;  and  having  thereby  acknowledged  himfeif  his 
Feudatory  or  Dependent,  may  be  puniflied  for  Rebellion  a- 
gainft  hun  by  the  Imnerial  Ban.  The  Title  of  the  Emperor, 
and  confequendy  his  Claim  to  this  Allegiance,  and  the 
Kight  of  iilmng  the  Ban  againft  tho(e  who  (hail  refufe  it,  is 
confirmed  by  many  foiemn  Acknowledgments  of  the  Diet, 
and  amongft  others  by  the  Grant  of  Pecuniary  Aid  :  This  the 
preient  JSmperor  has  indifputably  received,  an  Aid  having 
been  already  granted  him.  in  the  Diet,  of  a  Subfidy  for  eigh- 
teen Months  ;  and  therefore  none  of  the  Troons  of  Germanj^ 
can  now  be  employed  againft  him,  without  lubjedllng  the 
Prince  to  whom  they  belong  to  the  Cenfure  of  the  Ban,  a 
Kind  of  Civil  Excommunication. 

'  To  what  Purpofe  then,  my  Lords,  are  we  to  hire,  at  a 
Rate  never  paid,  or  perhaps  demanded  before.  Troops  which 
cannot  ferve  us  without  (nbje^ng  their  Prince  to  the  Charge 
of  Rebellion  ;  or  how  (hall  we  allift  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
by  coUc^ng  Forces  which  dare  not  aft  againft  the  only  Ene- 
my which  (he  has  now  to  fear  ^  Or  in  what  new  Difficulties 

(hall 
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An.x6.  Ceo.II.fliall  we  beengflged,  (hoald  the  ineftimabk  Dominions  of 
^74*»     ^  Hanover  be  fubjeded  to  the  Imperial  Interdict. 

^^  ^W^  ^^  <  Thefe,  my  Lords,  arc  QoeiHons  to  which^  I  hope^  we 
(hall  hear  a  more  fatisfaftory  Anfwer  than  I  am  able  to  con* 
ceive  ;  for  indeed,  I  do  not  fee  what  remains,  but  to  con- 
fefs,  that  thefe  Troops  are  hired  only  for  a  Military  Show,  to 
amufe  this  Nation  with  a  falie  Appearance  of  Zeal  for  the 
Preservation  of  Europe^  and  to  increafe  the  Treafures  of 
HatKtvcr  at  the  £xpence  oi  Great  Britain. 

^  Thefe  are  DeCgns,  my  Lords,  which  no  Man  unll  a* 
vow  ;  and  yet  thete  are  the  only  Defigns  which  I  can  yet 
difcover  ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  oppofe  alt  the  Meafures  that 
tend  to  their  Execution.  If  the  Heat  of  Indignation,  or 
the  Aiperity  of  Refentment,  or  tlie  Wantonuefs  of  Con- 
tempt, have  betrayed  me  into  any  ExprefHons  unworthy  of 
the  Dignity  of  this  Houfe,  I  hope  they  will  be  forgiven  by 
your  Lordfhips  :  For  any  other  Degree  of  Freedom  I  (hall 
make  no  Apology  ;  having,  as  a  Peer,  a  Right  to  deliver 
my  Opinion,  and  as  a  BritM,  to  aflert  the  Independence  of 
my  native  Country  ;  when  I  fee,  or  imagine  myfelf  to  fee, 
that  it  is  ignominioufly  or  illegally  fubjeded  to  the  Promo- 
tion of  the  petty  Intereft  of  the  Province  of  Hanover  J 

Then  Lord  Carteret  rofe  up  and  made  Anfwer  to  the  fol* 
lowing  Effe^  : 
My  Lords. 
Lord  Carteret,  <  As  I  doubt  not  but  I  (hall  be  able  to  juftify  the  Meafiircs 
which  are  now  purfued,  in  fuch  a  iManner  as  may  entitle 
them  to  the  Approbation  of  your  LordOiips,  I  propoied  to 
hear  all  the  Objections  that  (hould  be  made,  before  I  at- 
tempted a  Vindication  ;  that  the  Debate  might  be  (hortened, 
and  that  the  Arguments  on  both  Sides  might  be  conlidered 
as  placed  in  the  full  Strength  of  Oppolition  ;  that  it 
might  be  difcerned  how  ObjeAions,  however  fpecious  in 
themfelves,  would  vaui(h  before  the  Light  of  Reafon  and 
Truth. 

*  But  the  noble  Lord  has  made  it  necelTary  for  me  to  alter 
myDefign,  by  a  Speech  which  I  will  not  applaud,  becaufe  it 
has,  in  my  Opinion,  an  ill  Tendency  ;  nor  cenfure,  becaufc 
it  wanted  neither  the  Splendour  of  Eloquence,  nor  the  Arts 
of  Reafoning  ;  and  had  no  other  Defe£b  than  that  which 
muft  always  be  produced  by  a  bid  Cau(e,  Fallacy  in  the  Ar- 
guments, and  Errors  in  the  AfTcrtions. 

*  This  Speech  I  am  obli(>cd  to  anfwer,  becauft  his  LorJ- 
(})ip  has  been  plcafed  to  call  out  for  any  Lord  who  will 
jMlert,  that  the  Dutc/>  have  agreed  to  concur  ^^-ith  us  iy 
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aflifting  the  Queen  ot  Hungary.    That    all  the  Provinces  of  An.  i6.  Geo.  VU 
that  Rcpuhlick  have  agreed  to  aiTift  us,  is,  indeed,  not  true  ;        ^4»« 
nor  do  I  know,  my  Lords,  by  whom  or  upon  what  Au- 
thority it   was  aflerted ;    but  the  Concurrence  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  HoUandy   the    moft  important  of  all,  and  whofe 
Example  the  reft  feldom  delay  to  follow^  has  been  obtain- 
ed ;  which  is  iufficient  to  encourage  us  to  vigorous  Refolu- 
tions,  by  which  the  reft  may  be  animated  to  a  ipeedy  Com- 
pliance. 

*  The  Concurrence  of  this  Province  has  been  already  the 
Conlcquence  of  the  Meafures  which  have  been  lately  pur- 
facd ;  Meafures  from  which,  tho'  juft  and  fuccefsful,  the 
Miniftry  cannot  claim  much  Appbufe  ;  becaufe  all  Choice 
was  denied,  and  they  were  obliged  either  to  remain  pa/Iivc 
Spedators  of  the  Ruin  of  Europe  and,  by  Confcquencc 
of  Great  Britain^  or  to  do  what  they  have  done.  And 
furely,  my  Lords,  That  Neceffity  which  deprives  them  of 
all  Claim  to  Panegyrick  will  be  likewifc  a  fufficient  Security 
from  Cenfure.  There  is,  indeed,  no  Reafbn  to  fear  Cen- 
lure  from  Judges  fo  candid  and  experienc'd  as  your  Lord- 
Clips,  to  whoui  it  may,  without  Dimculty,  be  proved,  that 
the  Balance  oi  Europe  has  already  changed  its  Pofition,  and 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  is  now  not  able  to  preponderate  againft 
the  other  Powers. 

'  By  entering  into  an  Alliance  with  SanKnia,  we  have 
taken  from  the  Crown  o(  Spain  all  the  Weight  of  the  anticnt 
Territories  of  Spain,  of  which  the  Auftri an  Yotcts  are  now  in 
Poflcflion,  without  Fear  or  Danger  of  being  interrupted, 
"^hiie  the  Pafles  of  the  Ocean  are  (hut  by  the  Fleets  of 
(j'reat  Britain,  and  thofc  of  the  Mountains  by  the  Troops  of 
Sardinia, 

*  Thole  unhappy  Forces  which  are  tranfported  b^  the 
Spanijb  Fleet  are  not  only  loft  to  tlieir  native  Country,  but 
cxpofcd  without  Provifion,  without  Ammunition,  without 
Retreat,  and  without  Hope ;  nor  can  any  human  Profped 
difcover,  how  they  can  efcape  DeftruAion,  cither  by  the 
Fatigue  of  Marches  or  the  Want  of  NccefTarics,  or  the  fu- 
pcrior  Force  of  an  Army  well  fupplicd  and  elated  with  Suc- 
cefs. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  is  an  EmbarrafTment  from  which  the 
Spaniards  would  gladly  be  freed  at  any  Expence,  from  wlilch 
they  would  bribe  us  to  relieve  tliem  by  permitting  the  De- 
molition of  new  FortrefTes,  or  reftoring  the  Army  which 
we  loft  at  Carthagena, 

'  Of  this  Alliance  the  Queen  of  Hungary  already  finds  the 
Advantage,  as  it  prefcrvcs  Countries  in  her  Poflefiion,  which 
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Aa*  iS«Ceo«lI*  if  once  loft^  it  nught  be  im{>oIEble  to  recover  ;  and  lets  hec 
Z74»*        free  from  the  Neceility  of  dividing  her  Army  for  the  Pro- 
■•  ^     *  tedtion  of  diftant  Territories. 

*  Thu8>  my  Lords,  the  Spaniards  are  obftruded  and  diA 
trufted :  Of  their  Armies  one  is  condemned  to  wade  away  at 
the  Feet  ofimpaffible  Mountains,  only  to  bear  oftheDe- 
firu^ion  of  their  Coontrymen,  whom  they  are  endeavouring 
to  relieve^  and  the  EftabiiHiment  of  Peace  in  thofe  Regions 
of  which  they  had  projected  the  Conqueft  ;  and  the  other, 
yet  more  unfortunate,  has  been  fuccefsfuliy  tranfported,only 
Co  fee  that  Fleet  which  permitted  their  PaUage  preclude  their 
Supplies,  and  hinder  their  Retreat. 

'  Nor  do  we,  my  Lords,  after  having  thus  efficacioufly 
oppofed  one  of  die  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  fear  or 
Ihun  the  Refentment  of  the  other  ;  we  doubt  not  to  (hew, 
that  Great  Britain  is  ftill  able  to  retard  the  Arms  of  the 
haughty  French,  and  to  drive  them  back  from  the  Invaiion 
of  other  iGngdoms  to  the  Defence  of  their  own*  The  Time 
is  at  hand,  my  Lords,  in  which  it  will  appear,  that  however 
the  Power  of  France  has  been  exaggerated,  with  whatever 
Servility  herProteftion  has  been  courted,  and  widi  whatever 
Meannefs  her  Infolence  has  been  born,  diis  Nation  has  not 
yet  loft  its  Influence  or  its  Strength  ;  that  it  is  yet  able  to  iiU 
the  Continent  with  Armies,  to  afford  Proteftion  to  its  Aiiles, 
and  to  ftrike  Terror  into  thofe  who  have  hitherto  trampled  un- 
der Foot  the  Faith  of  Treaties  and  Rights  of  Sovereigns,  and 
ranged  over  the  Dominionsof  the  neighbouring  Princes,  witli 
the  Security  of  lawful  Pofleflbrs,  and  the  Pride  of  Conquer- 
ors. 

*  It  has  been  alledsed  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  this  Change 
is  not  to  be  expedted  from  an  Army  compofed  of  Auxiliary 
Troops  from  any  of  the  Provinces  of  the  German  Empire  ; 
because  they  cannot  aft  againft  the  General  Head.  I  can  ea- 
fily,  my  Lords,  folve  the  Difficulty,  from  my  long  Acquain* 
tance  with  the  Conftitution  of  the  Empire,  which  I  under- 
flood  before  the  noble  Lord,  who  has  entertained  you  with  a 
Difcourie  upon  it,  was  in  Being  j  but  I  will  not  engrofs  your 
Time  or  retard  your  Determination  by  a  fuperfiuous  Difqui- 
fition,  which  may  be  now  fafely  omitted,  (mcel  am  allowed 
by  his  Majefty  to  afTurc  your  Lordfhips,  that  the  Hefflan  and 
Hanoverian  Troops  (hall  be  employed  in  ailifting  the  Queen 
of  Hungary y  and  that  they  have  already  received  Orders  to 
make  the  Preparations  ncccilary  for  marching  into  the  Em 
pire. 

*  After  this  Declaration,  my  Lords,  the  moft  formidable 
Objcftion  againft  the  prefent  Mcafures  \iill,  I  hope,  be  no 
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fuorc  heanl  in  this  Debate  ;  for  it  will  be  by  no  Means  pro*  Aa.  s6,  Oct.  >• 
per  for  any  Lord  to  renew  it  by  inquiring,  whether  hit  Ma-       '^^*V 
jcfty's  Reiolution  is  not  a  Breach  of  the  Imperial  Conftitnti-  ^      J~^"J 
on,  or  whether  it  will  not  expofe  his  Ele^oral  Dominions  to 
Danger.    For  it  is  not  oar  Province  to  judge  of  the  Laws  of 
other  Nations,  to  examine  when  the^r  are  violated  or  to  en* 
force  the  Obfervation  of  them  ;  nor  is  it  neceflary,  fince  the 
Intereftsof  Gnat  Britain  ^nd  Hanwtmt  irreconcileably 
op^te,  to  endeavour  the  Prefervation  of  Dominions  which 
their  own  Sovereign  is  inclined  to  hazard. 

'  Thus,  my  Lords,  I  hope  it  ap^ars,  that  the  common 
Interdl  of  Gnat  Britain  and  Europe  is  fteadily  purfucd ;  that 
the  Spaniards  feel  the  Effeds  of  a  War  with  Great  Britain 
by  their  IMfirefs  and  Embaraflinent ;  that  the  Qiieen  of 
Mutuary  diicovers  that  the  antient  Allies  of  her  Family 
have  not  deferted  her ;  and  that  France  amidft  her  Boafts  and 
her  Projeds,  perceives  the  determin'd  Oppolers  of  herGran- 
dear  again  fitting  her  at  Defiance. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  (poke  to  the  following  Effeft* 
My  Lords y 

*  The  AfTnrance,  which  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  I>ikeof  Be4M| 
declares  himlclf  to  have  conceived  of  being  able  to  demon* 
ftrate  the  Propriety  of  the  prcfentMeafurcs,  muft  (urelyarUe 
irom  fome  Intelligence  which  has  been  hitherto  (iipprefled^ 
or  fome  Knowledge  of  futare  Events  peculiar  tohimfelf ;  for 
I  cmnot  difcover  any  Force,  in  the  Arguments  which  he  has 
been  pleafed  to  nfe^  that  could  produce  in  him  fuch  Confix 
dence  of  Snccefs,  nor  any  Circuimbnces  in  the  prefent  Ap« 
pearance  o€  Europe,  that  do  not  foem  to  demand  a  different 
Condaft. 

'  The  Reafonablenefs  of  onr  MeiUures  at  this  Time,  as 
2t  all  others^  mull  be  evinced  by  Arguments  drawn  from  an 
tttentive  Review  of  the  State  of  our  own  Country  compared 
with  that  of  the  neighbouring  Nations ;  for  no  Man  will  de* 
»iy>  that  thofe  Methods  of  Proceeding  which  are  atone  Time 
nfed^  may  at  another  be  pernicious ;  and  that  eitherafiradual 
Rotation  of  Power^  or  a  cafoal  Variation  of  Intercity  may 
^^ry  properly  produce  Changes  in  the  Counfels  of  the  moft 
fteaidy  and  vigorous  Adminiilration. 

/  It  is,  therefore,  proper  in  the  Examination  of  this  Que- 
zon to  conHder  what  is  the  State  of  our  own  Nation,  and 
^hat  is  to  be  hoped  or  feared  from  the  Condition  of  thofo 
Kingdoms,  which  are  moft  enabled  by  their  Situation  to  be- 
ncfit  or  hurt  us:  And  upon  Inquiry,  my  Lords,  an  Inquiry 
^Hat  can  give  little Plcafure  to  anhoneftand  benevolent  Mind, 
h  immediately  occnrs^  that  we  ajt  a  Nation  exhaufted  by 
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An.  i6.Ceo.II«  ji  long  War,  and  impovcriflied  by  the  Diminution  of  our 
'Z^'      ■  Commerce  ;  and  the  Xefult,  therefore,  of  this  firft  Confi- 
•^  deration  is,  that  thofe  Meafures  are  moil  eligible  which  arc 
mod  frugal,  and  that  to  wafte  the  pubiick  Treafure  in  unne- 
ceflaryExpences,  or  to  load  the  People  with  new  Taxes  only 
to  difplay  a  Mockery  of  War  on  the  Continent,  or  toamufe 
ourfelves,  our  Allies,  and  our  Enemies,  with  the  idle  Often- 
tation  of  unneceffary  Numbers,  is  to  drain  from  the  Nation 
the  hd  Remains  of  its  anticnt  Vigour,  inftead  of  afElting  its 
Recovery  from  its  prefent  Difficulties. 

'  But  Money,  however  valuable,  however  neceflary,  has 
ibmetimes  been  imprudently  and  unieafonably  fpared,  and  an 
ill-timed  Parfimony  has  been  known  to  haden  Calamities,  by 
which  thofe  have  been  deprived  of  all  who  would  not  en- 
deavour to  preferve  it  by  the  Lofs  of  Part.  It  is,  therefore, 
to  be  coniiaered,  whether  Meafures  lefs  expenCve  would  not 
have  been  more  dangerous,  and  whether  we  have  not  by 
hiring  foreign  Troops,  though  at  a  very  high  Rate,  at  a 
Rate  which  would  have  been  demanded  from  no  other  Na- 
tion, purchafed  an  Exemption  from  Diftrefles,  Infults  and 
Invafions. 

*  TI)e  only  Nations  my  Lords,  whom  we  have  any  Reafbn 
to  fuftedl  of  a  Defign  to  invade  us,  or  that  have  Power  to  put 
any  luch  DeGgn  in  Execution,  4re  well  known  to  be  the 
French  and  Spaniards  ;  from  thefe  indeed  it  may  juftly  be 
cxpedled,  that  they  will  omit  no  Opportunity  of  gratifying 
that  Hatred  which  Difference  of  Religion  and  Contrariety  of 
Intereft  cannot  fail  to  continue  from  Age  to  Age ;  and  there- 
fore we  ought  never  to  imagine  ourfelves  lafe  while  it  is  in 
their  Power  to  endanger  us.  But  of  thofe  two  Nations, 
my  Lords,  the  one  is  already  di(armed  by  the  Navies  of 
Great  Britain^  which  confine  their  Fleets  to  their  Harbours, 
and  as  we  have  been  juflnow  informed,  preclude  her  Armies 
from  Supplies :  The  other  has  not  a  Fleet  able  to  tran- 
(port  an  Army ;  her  Troops  are  dilperfed  into  different  Coun- 
tries, and  her  Treafures  exhaufted  by  Expeditions  or  Nego- 
tiations equally  expenCve« 

*  There  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  no  Danger  of  an  InvaC- 
on,  even  though  we  had  no  Forces  by  whicJi  it  could  beop- 
pofed  ;  but  much  lefs  is  it  to  be  feared,  when  it  is  remembred 
that  the  Sea  is  covered  with  our  Ships  of  War,  and  that  all 
the  Goafts  of  Europe  are  awed  and  alarmed  by  the  Navies  of 
Great  Britain, 

*  This  then,  my  Lords  is  furely  the  Time,  when  wc 
ought  not  to  have  facrificed  any  immediate  and  apparent  In- 
tereft  to  the  Fear  of  Attempts  from  Spain  or  France ;  when 
vre  might  without  Danger  ha^e  aiTxfted  our  Allies  with  our 
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Kttional  Troops,  and  have  fpaird  that  Money  which  nveilii.  16.  G€o.n* 
have  fi>  lavifhly  bellowed  upon  Aoxiliaries ;  when  wemight         174^ 
fccnrely  have  fhown  the  Powers  of  the  Continent  how  much  ^ 
the  Britijb  Valour  is  yet  to  be  feared,  and  how  little  our  late 
Lodes  or  iMfgraccs  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  Decline  of  our 
Coorage  or  ourStrength. 

^  I  rappofe,  my  Lords,  no  Man  will  confefs,  that  foreign 
Troops  have  been  hired  as  more  to  be  trufted  for  their  Slull 
or  Bravery  than  our  own.  To  diipute  the  Palm  of  Courage 
with  any  Nation  would  be  a  Reproach  to  the  Brit'tfb  Name ; 
and  if  our  Soldiers  are  not  at  lead  equally  difciplined  with 
tbofe  of  other  Countries,  it  muftbe  own'd,  that  Taxes  have 
been  long  paid  to  little  Purpofe,  that  the  Glitter  of  Reviews 
has  been  joftly*  ridiculed  as  an  empty  Show,  and  that  we  have 
long  been  flattered  by  our  Mlniflers  and  Generals  with  falfe 
Security* 

^  But  though  I  am  £ur  from  believing  that  the  Army  has 
been  fupportnl  only  for  the  Defence  of  our  Country ;  and 
thoagh  I  know,  that  their  Officers  ara  frequently  engaged  in 
fjnployments  more  important,  in  the  Opinion  of  their  Direc- 
tors, than  that  of  regulating  the  Difapline  of  their  Regi- 
ments, and  teaching  the  Ufeof  Arms  and  the  Science  of  War ; 
yet,  as  I  believe  the  Courage  of  Great  Britain  iuch  as  may 
often  fopplv  the  Want  of  Skill,  I  cannot  but  conclude,  that 
they  are  at  leaft  as  formidable  as  the  Troops  of  other  Coun* 
tnes,  efpedally  when  I  remember,  that  they  enter  the  Field 
indtedand  fopported  by  the  Reputation  of  their  Country. 

*•  Why  then,  my*Lords,  is  the  Nation  condemned  to  fup* 
port  at  once  a  double  Burthen  :  To  pay  at  home  an  Army 
which  can  be  of  no  Ufe,  and  to  hire  Auxiliaries,  perhaps, 
equally  mia^ve  :  To  make  War,  if  any  War  be  intended, 
dt  an  unneceflary  Expence  ;  and-  to  pay,  at  once,  a  Fleet 
which  only  floats  upon  the  Ocean,  an  Army  which  only  awes 
tiic  Villages  from  which  it  is  fupported,  and  a  Body  of  Mer- 
cenaries of  which  no  Man  can  yet  conjcftnre  with  what  De- 
£gn  they  have  been  retained. 

*  That  they  are  intended  for  the  Support  of  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  has  been,  indeed,  aflerted ;  and  this  Contract  has 
been  produced  as  an  Inftance  of  the  lieal  of  our  Miniftcrs  for 
the  Aflerdon  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanation,  the  Prefervation  of 
the  Liberties  oi  Europe ,  and  the  Supprcflion  of  the  ambiti- 
ous Enterprizes  of  the  Hou(e  of  Bowifon  ;  but  furely,  my 
1-ords,  had  theAfHIlance  of  that  illuftrious  Princefs  beentheir 
folc  or  principal  Intention,  had  they  in  Reality  dedicated  the 
^um  which  is  to  be  received  by  the  Troops  of  Hanover j  to 
titt  facredCaufe  of  pnblick  Faith  and  univerfal  Liberty,  they 
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An.  16.  Geo.XI.  might  have  found  Methods  of  promoting  it  much  more  effi* 
'74*.  cacioufly  at  no  greater  Expence.    Had  they  remitted  <hat 
**^~         Money  to  the  Queen,  flic  would  have  heen  enabled  to  call 
Nations  to  her  Standard,  to  fill  die  Plains   of  Germary  with 
the  hardy  Inhabitants  of  the  Mountains  and  the  Defarts,  and 
have  deluged  the  Kingdom  oi  France j  with  Multitudes  e* 
qually  daring  and  rapacious,  who  would  have  defcended  u* 

Eon  a  fhiit^l  Country  like  Vultures  on  their  Prey,  and  have 
lid  thofe  Provinces  in  Ruin  whichnow  finik  tt  the  Devaft- 
ation  of  neighbouring  Countries,  fecure  in  the  Protcdion  of 
their  mighty  Monarch. 

^  By  this  Method  of  carrying  on  the  War,  we  might  have 
iecured  our  Ally  from  Danger,  which  I  cannot  but  think  im- 
minent and  formidable,  though  it  feems  at  prefent  not  to  be 
feared.  By  fo  large  an  Addition  t»  her  Troops  Ihe  would 
have  been  enabled  to  fruftrate  thofe  Defigns,  which  her  Suc- 
oefs  may  incline  the  King  of  Prufta  to  fbnn  againilber ;  for 
with  whatever  Tranquillity  he  may  now  feem  to  look  upon 
this  general  Commotion,  his  ConduA  gives  us  no  Reafon  to 
imagine  that  he  has  changed  his  Maxims,  that  he  is  now 
forgetful  or  negligent  of  his  own  Intereft,  or  that  he  will  not 
fnatch  the  firft  Opportunity  of  aggrandifing  himfelf  by  new 
Pretenfions  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary" %  Dominions. 

^  At  leaft,  my  Lords,  it  may  without  Scruple  be  alicrted, 
that  the  Hopes  which  fbme  either  form,  or  afied,  of  engaging 
him  in  a  Confederacy  fer  the  Support  of  the  Pritgmatick 
San<^ion,  are  merely  chimerical.  He  who  has  hitherto  con- 
fidered  no  Intered  but  his  own  :  He  who  has  perhaps  en- 
dangered himfelf  by  attempting  to  weaken  the  onl}r  Power 
to  which  he,  as  well  as  the  other  Princes  of  theEmjHre,  can 
have  Recourfe  for  Prote^ion  from  the  Ambition  01  France  ; 
and  has  therefore  broken  the  Rules  of  Policy  only  to  gratify 
a  favourite  Paflion,  will  fcarcely  concur  in  the  Exaltation  of 
that  Family  which  he  has  fo  lately  endeavoured  to  deprefs, 
and  which  he  has  fo  much  exafperated  againft  him.  If  he  is 
at  length,  my  Lords^  alarmed  at  the  Ambition  of  die  Houfe 
ofBourkn,  and  has  learned  not  to  facilitate  thofe  Defigns 
which  are  in  realitv  formed  againfl  himfelf,  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  that  he  looks  with  equal  Fear  on  die  Houfe  of 
Auflria ;  that  he  knows  his  Safety  to  confifl  only  in  the 
Weakncfs  of  both  ;  and  that  in  any  Conteft  between  them, 
the  utiuofl  that  can  be  hoped  from  him  is  a  Neutrality. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  he  whofe  Security  depends  only  on  a 
Suppofition,  that  Men  will  not  deviate  from  right  Reafon  or 
true  Policy,  is  in  a  State  which  can  aflFord  him  very  little 
Tranquillity  or  Confidence.   Whjrtcvcr  is  necefiarily  to  be  pre- 

fcrvcd 
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fcrved  ought  to  be  defended,  not  orIj  from  certain  and  con-  Ao.  16.  Ceo.  II. 
ftant  Danger,  but  from  cafual  and  poflible  Injuries  ;  and  a-  ^    JZ^^ 
raongft  the  reft,  from  thofe  which  may  proceed  from  the  Mu-  * 
lability  of  Will,  or  the  Depravation  ot  Underftanding  ;  nor 
fliall  we  (ufficiently  eftablUhthe  Houfe  of  AuftriOf  if  we  leave 
it  liable  to  be  ftiaken,  whenever  the  King  of  Prujpa  fhall  feel 
his  Ambition  re-kindled,  or  his  Malevdence  excited  ;    we 
mafi  not  leave  it  dependent  on  the  Friendfhip  or  Policy  of 
the  neighboarijig  Powers,  but  muft  enable  it  once  more  to 
awedie£mpire,  and  fet  at  Defiance  the  Malice  of  its  Enemies. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  might  have  been  done  by  a  liberal 
Subfidy,  by  which  Armies  might  have  been  levied,  Garrifons 
eftablifhed,  and  Cities  fortified  ;  and  why  any  other  Me« 
thod  was  puifued,  what  Reafon  can  be  afligned  ?  What,  but 
an  Inclination  to  aggrandize  and  enrich  a  contemptible  Pro* 
vince,  and  to  deck  with  the  Plunder  of  Great  Britain  the 
Elcdorate  of  Hamver  ? 

^  It  has  been  fufpeded,  my  Lords,  nor  has  the  Sufpicioa 
been  without  Foundation,  that  our  Meafures  have  long  been 
regulated  by  the  Intereft  of  his  Majefty*s  Electoral  Territo* 
ries ;  diefehave  been  long  confidered  as  a  Gulph  into  which 
theTreafures  of  this  Nation  have  been  thrown  ;  and  it  has 
been  obferved,  that  the  State  of  that  Country  has,  dnce  the 
Acceflion  of  its  Princes  to  this  Throne,  been  changed  with- 
oat  any  viiible  Caufe  ;-—  Affluence  has  begun  to  wanton  in 
tbeir  Towns,  and  Gold  to  glitter  in  their  Cottages,  without 
the  Difcovery  of  Mines,  or  the  Increafe  of  their  Trade  j—* 
And  new  Dominions  have  been  purchafed,  of  which  it  can 
fcarcely  be  imagined  that  the  Value  was  paid  out  of  the 
Revenue  of  Hanover, 

^  This,  my  Lords,  is  unpopular,  illegal  and  unjuft ;  yet 
this  might  be  borne  in  Confideration  of  great  Advantages  ^i 
the  Protedion  of  our  Trade,  and  the  Support  of  our  Honour* 
But  there  are  Men  who  dare  to  whifper,  and  who,  perhaps^ 
if  their  Sufpicions  receive  new  Confirmation,  will  publickly 
declare,  that  for  the  Prefcrvation  of  Hanover y  our  Com- 
merce has  been  negledled,  and  our  Honour  impair'd  ;  that 
to  (ecare  Hanover  from  Invafion,  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  has 
been  courted,  and  the  Family  of  Aujlria  embarralled  and  de- 
preflcd.  Thefe  Men  afTert,  without  Hefitation,  that  when 
we  enterM  into  a  League  with  France  againft  the  Emperor 
andthe5^«/flr//i,.in  the  Reign  of  the  late  King,  no  Part  of 
the  Britijh\>omm\oTL%  were  in  Danger ;  and  that  the  Alarm 
which  was  raifed  to  reconcile  the  Nation  to  Meafures  fa 
contrary  to  thofe  which  former  Ages  had  purfued,  was  a 
ftilitious  deteftable  Artifice  of  wicked  Policy,  by  which  Great 

Vol.  VIII.  Part  2.  S  Britain^ 
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An.  x6.  Geo.  II#  Britain  was  engaged  in  the  Defence  of  Dominions  to  which 
'74^'         we  owe  no  Regard,  as  we  can  receive  no   real  Advantage 
from  them. 

*  It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  no  late  Inflance  could  be  pro- 
duced of  Conduct  regulated  by  the  fame  Principles  ;  and  that 
this  fliameful,  this  pernicious  Partiality  had  been  univerfally 
allowed  to  have  ceaied  with  the  late  Reign  ;  but  it  has  never 
yet  been  (hewn,  that  the  late  Neutrality,  by  which  Hanover 
was  preferved,  did  not  reftrain  tlie  Arms  of  Great  Britain  ; 
nor  when  it  has  been  asked,  why  the  Spanijh  Army  was, 
when  within  Reach  of  the  Cannon  of  the  Britijh  Navy, 
peaceably  tranfpofted  to  France,  has  any  other  Reafon  been 
afligned  than  that  theTranfpprts  could  not  be  deftroy'd  with- 
out a  Breach  of  the  Neutrality  of  Hanover  i" 

^  This,  my  Lords,  is  aSubjed  on  which  I  could  have  only 
been  induced  to  dwell  by  my  Zeal  for  the  prefent  Eftablifh- 
ment,  and  my  perfonal  AfFedlion  for  his  Majefty.  It  is  uni- 
verfally allow'd,  that  not  only  the  Honour  and  Profperity,  but 
the  Safety  of  a  Britijh  Monarch  depends  upon  the  Affection 
of  his  Subjeds  ;  and  that  neither  fplendid  Levees,  nor  large 
Revenues,  nor  (landing  Armies,  can  (ecure  his  Happinefs  or 
his  Power  any  longer  than  the  People  are  convinced  of  his 
Tendernefs  and  Regard,  of  his  Attention  to  their  Complaints 
and  his  Zeal  for  their  Interefh  If  therefore  it  fiiould  ever  be 
generally  believed,  that  our  King  confiders  this  Nation  only 
as  appendent  to  his  Eledloral  Dominions  ;  that  he  promotes 
the  Intereft  of  his  former  Subjedts  at  the  Expence  of  thofe 
by  whom  he  has  been  exalted  to  the  i?r/7///(' Throne ;  and  that 
our  Commerce,  our  Treafures  and  our  Lives  are  facrificed  to 
the  Safety,  or  to  the  Enlargement  of  diftant  Territories,  what 
can  be  expected  ?  What  but  Murmurs,  Difaffcftion,  and  Dif- 
truft,  and  their  natural  Conlequences,  Infurre^ion  and  Rebel- 
lion ;  Rebellion  of  which  no  Man  can  forefee  the  Event,  and 
by  which  that  Man  may  perhaps  be  placed  upon  the  Throne, 
whom  we  have  fo  wifely  excluded  and  fo  folemnly  abjured. 

'  Of  this  unreafonable  Regard  to  the  Intereft  of  Hanavcrf 
the  Contrail  which  we  are  now  conlidering  exhibits,  if  not  a 
Proof  too  apparent  to  be  denied,  yet  fuch  an  Appearance  as 
we  ought  for  our  own  Sakes  and  that  of  his  Majefty  to  obvi- 
ate ;  and  therefore  I  think  the  Addrefs  which  is  now  pro- 
pofed  in  the  higheft  Degree  reafonable  ;  and  am  convinced, 
that  by  complying  with  our  Requeft  his  Majefty  will  regain 
the  Affedllons  of  many  of  his  Subjects  whom  a  long  Train  of 
pernicious  Meafures  have  filled  with  Difcontent,  and  prefcrve 
the  Loyalty  of  many  otliers,  who  by  artful  Reprefentations 
of  the  Motives  and  Confequences  of  thijs  Gontraft,  may  be 
alienated  and  perverted, 

•  Thca 
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Then  Lord  Baihurfl  *  reply 'd  as  follows  i  An.  i6i  Gco.n. 

My  Urds,  ,    J742^ 

'  As  I  have  no  Reafon  to  doubt  of  the  noble  Duke's  Af- 
feftion  to  the  prefent  Royal  Family,  I  am  convinced,  that 
the  Ardour  of  his  Expreffions  are  the  EfFeft  of  his  Zeal,  and 
that  the  Force  of  his  Reprefentations  proceeds  only  from  the 
Strength  of  his  Convi(5lion;  and  therefore  I  am  far  from  in- 
tending to  cenfure  any  accidental  Negligence  of  Language, 
or  any  (eeming  Afperity  of  Sentiment.  I  know,  tliat  the 
Opennefs  and  Dignity  of  Mind  which  has  incited  him  to  de- 
clare ^  his  Opinion  with  fo  much  Freedom,  will  induce  him 
tikewife  to  retradt  it,  when  he  Ihall  be  convinced,  that  he 
has  been  deceived  by  feife  Reprefentations,  or  that  he  has 
ibrmed  his  Conclufions  too  haftily  without  an  attentive  Exa- 
mination of  the  Queftion  in  its  whole  Extent. 

^  I  (hall  therefore  endeavour  to  explain  the  Motives  upon 
which  all  thefe  Meaiures  have  been  formed,  which  we  have 
heard  fb  warmly  cenfured  ;  and  (hew,  that  they  were  the 
Confequcnces  not  of  Hafte  and  Negligence,  but  of  Vigilance 
and  Circumfpcdlion  ;  that  they  were  formed  upon  a  delibe- 
rate Survey  of  the  complicated  Interefts  of  the  European  Pow- 
ers, and  aiftated  not  by  a  Partiality  to  Hanover^  but  a  faith- 
ful Attention  to  the  Intereft  of  Great  Britain* 

*  It  has  been  already  obferved  by  a  noble  Lord,  that  tliertf 
was  no  Choice  allowed  us  ;  that  the  State  of  Europe  requir- 
ed that  we  (hould  not  fit  una^tive  ;  and  that  yet  there  was 
no  other  Method  of  a6Hng  by  which  we  could  benefit  our 
Allies  or  injure  our  Enemies  ;  and  that  therefore  though  our 
luterpofition  had  not  produc'd  all  the  Effects  which  our  Zeal 
might  incline  us  to  wifh,  yet  our  Condud  ought  not  to  be 
condemn 'd ;  becaufe,  though  we  did  «ot  prefs  forward 
through  the  neareft  Path  to  the  great  Objedl  of  our  Purfuit, 
we  exerted  our  utmoft  Speed  in  the  only  Way  that  was  left 
open.  This,  my  Lords,  is  in  my  Opinion,  a  very  juft 
Apology  ;  nor  do  I  fee,  that  this  Vindication  can  be  confuted 
or  invalidated  otherwife  than  by  fhewing,  that  fome  different 
Mcafures,  Meafures  equally  rcafonable,  were  equally  in  our 
Power. 

'  But  becaufe  the  Plea  of  Necefllty  may  perhaps  be  evad- 
es! ;  and  becaufe  it  is  at  leaft  pleafing  to  difcover,  that  what 
^as  necedary  was  likewife  convenient,  I  (hall  endeavour  tor 
(hew,  that  our  Meafures  have  produced  already  filch  Effects 
as  have  fufficiently  rewarded  our  Expences  ;  and  that  wc 
may  yet  reafonablyhope,  that  greater  Advantages  will  arife 
from  them. 

1742  ^  It,  '  There 

•Appointed  Captain  of  the  Band  of  GcntJeincn  Pcnfioncrs,  at  tkc  Cloftf 
•fthtfirftSeffioo^    See   P.  2i6< 
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Antx6.Geo.n.      ^  There  are^  indeed,  fome  whom  It  'will  not  beeafyto 
'7^         ttisfy,  fome  who  declare  not  againft  the  Manner  in  which 
^^  ~  "^    the  War  is  profecuted,  but  againft  the  War  itfelf ;   who 
think  tlie  Power  of  France  too  formidable  to  be  oppofed^  and 
the  Britijh  People  too  much  exhaufled  or  enervated^  to  hold 
any  longer  the  Balance  of  the  Continent. 

^  I  have  indeed,  my  Lords,  always  declared  myfelf  of  a 

different  Opinion,  and  have  frequently  endeavoured  to  roufc 

others  from  a  Kind  of  indolent  Defpair  and  tame  Acquief- 

cence  in  the  Attempts  of  the  French^  by  Reprefentations  of 

the  Wealth  and  Force,  the  Influence  and  Alliances  of  our 

own  Nation.     I  have  often  afferted,  that  I  did  not  doubt  bat 

/  her  Conquefts  might  be  ftopp'd  by  vigorous  Oppodtion,  and 

\  that  the  Current  of  her  Power  which  had  by  artificial  Ma- 

]  chines  of  Policy  been  rais'd  higher  than  its  Source,  would 

j    fubiide  and  ftagnate,  when  its  Courfe  was  no  longer  aifificd 

by  Cowardice,  and  its  Way  levell'd  by  Submiilion. 

'  Thefe,  my  Lords,  were  my  Sentiments,  and  this  was 
my  Language,  at  a  Time  when  all  the  Powers  of  Europe 
conlpir'd  to  flatter  the  Pride  q{  France  by  falling  at  her  Feet, 
when  her  Nod  was  fblicitoufly  watch'd  by  all  the  Princes  of 
the  Empire,  when  there  was  no  Safety  but  by  her  Protedti- 
on,  nor  any  Enterprife  but  by  her  Permiflion  ;  when  hep 
Wealth  influenced  the  Councils  of  Nations,  when  War  was 
declared  at  her  Command  in  the  remoteft  Corners  oi  Europe, 
and  every  Conteft  was  fubmitted  to  her  Arbitration. 

'  Even  at  tliis  Time,  my  Lords,  was  I  fufficiently  confi- 
dent of  the  Power  of  my  own  Country  to  fet  at  Defiance  in 
.     my  own  Mind  this  gigantick  State.     I  conlider'd  all  Addi* 
^     tions  to  its  Greatnefs  rather  as  the  Tumour  of  Difeafe  than 
the  Shootings  of  Vigour,  and  thought  that  its  Nerves  grew 
^     weaker  as  its  Corpulence  encreafed.     Of  my  own  Nation  I 
I      faw,  that  neither  its  Numbers  nor  its  Courage  were  diminifh- 
ed,  I  had  no  Reafon  to  believe  our  Soldiers  or  our  Sailors 
iefs  brave  than  their  Fathers  ;  and  therefore  imagined,  that 
whenever  they  fhould  be  led  out  againft  the  fame  Enemies, 
they  would  fight  with  the  fame  Superiority,  and  the  fame 
Succefs. 

*  But  for  thefe  Hopes,  my  Lords,  I  was  fometimes  pitied, 
by  thofe  who  thought  thenifelves  better  acquainted  with  the 
State  of  Europe  than  myfelf ;  and  fometimes  ridiculed  by 
thofe  who  had  been  long  accuftom'd  to  deprefs  their  own 
Country,  and  to  reprefent  Great  Britain  as  only  the  Shadow 
of  what  it  once  was,  to  deride  our  Armies  and  our  Fleets, 
and  defcribe  us  impoverifh'd  and  corrupted,  funk  into  Cow- 
ardice and  delighted  with  Slavery. 

*  That  my  Opinion  is  now  likely  to  be  juftifyed,  and  that 

thofe 
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thdfe  who  have  hitherto  fo  corifidently  oppoiedme  will  foon  An.  16.  Geo.  II. 
beoblig'd  to  acknowledge  their  Miilake,  is  of  very  fmall  Im-         ^74^ 
portance;  nor  is  my  Self-love  fo  predominant  as  to  incline        ''    ~* 
me  to  reckon  the  Confirmation  of  my  Preditflions,  or  the 
Vindication  of  my  Sagacity,  among  the  Benefits  which  we  arc 
aow  about  to  receive.     We  are  now  foon  to  be  convinced, 
that  France  is   not  irrefiftable,  not  irrefillable  to  Great  BrU 
tain  :  We  are  now  to  fee  the  Embroilers  of  the  Univerfc  en* 
tangled  in  their  own  Schemes,  and  the  L'epopulators  of  King- 
doms dcftroy'd  in  thofe  Fields  which  they  have  fo  wantt.  Jy 
kid  waftc  :  We  fhall  fee  Juftice  triumphant  overOppreflion, 
and  Infolence  trampled  by  thofe  whom  (he  has  dcfpifed  .  We 
fhall  fee  the  Powers  of  Europe  once  more  equally  balanced, 
and  the  Balance  plac'd  again  in  the  Hands  of  Great  Britain. 

*  It  has  been  affirmed  bya  noble  Lord  in  this  Debate,  that 
our  Armies  in  Flanders  areulclefs,  and  that  our  Motions  have 
given  neither  Courage  nor  Strength  to  any  other  Powers  ; 
that  the  Queen  of  Hungary  is  yet  equally  diftrefs'd,  and  that 
the  French  ftill  purfne  their  Schemes,  without  any  Interrup- 
tion from  us  or  our  Allies  :  His  Lordrtiip  has  ask'd,  upon 
what  Events  tbefe  Exjpedations  are  founded  ;  and  has  alledg* 
ed,  that  we  have  no  fuch  Revolutions  to  hope  from  the  Mca- 
Cires  that  have  been  hitherto  purfued  :  1  fhall  hope,  never- 
thelefs  by  an  impartial  Account  of  the  prefent  State  of  the 
Contijient,  to  (hew  that  his  AfTertions  are  groundlefs,  and 
his  Opinion  erroneous. 

'  The  InadHvityof  our  Armyin  Flanders  has,  indeed,  for* 
nifhed  a  popular  Topic  of  Declamation  and  Ridicule.  It  ia 
well  known  how  little  the  Bulk  of  Mankind  are  acquainted 
cither  with  Arts  of  Policy  or  of  War ;  how  imperfedtly  they 
muft  always  underfland  the  Conduct  of  Minifters  or  Gene- 
rals, and  with  what  Partiality  they  always  determine  in  Fa- 
vour of  their  own  Nation.  Ignorance,  my  Lords,  con- 
joined with  Partiality,  muft  always  produce  Expe^ations 
which  no  Addrefs  nor  Courage  can  gratify  ;  and  it  is  fcarcely 
therefore  to  be  hoped,  that  the  People  will  be  fatisfied  with 
any  Account  of  the  Conduct  of  our  Generals  which  does  not 
infiMTn  them  of  Sieges  and  Battles,  Slaughter  and  Devaftati- 
on :  They  exped  that  a  Briti/h  Army  fhould  over-run  the 
Continent  in  a  Summer,  that  Towns  flionld  furrendcrat  their 
Summons,  and  Legions  retire  at  their  Shout;  that  they  fhould 
drive  Nations  before  them,  and  conquer  Empires  by  march- 
ing over  them. 

^  Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  EfFe<fls  which  the  People  of 

^'fJt  Britain  expedl ;  and  as  they  have  hitherto  been  difap- 

pointed,  their  Difappointment  inclines  them  to  complain. 

1'Hey  think  an  Army  ufelefs  which  gains  no  Vi^orics,  and 

S  I  ail; 
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An.  16.  Ceo.  11.  ask  to  what  Purpofc  the  Sword  is  drawn,  if  the  Blood  of  their 
'7"^*  .  Enemies  is  not  to  be  fhed  ?  But  thefe  are  not  the  Sentiments 
of  your  Lordfhips,  whofe  Acquaintance  with  publick  Affairs 
informs  you,  that  Victories  are  often  gained  where  no  Stan- 
dards are  taken,  nor  News-Papers  filPd  with  Lifts  of  the 
Slain  ;  and  that  by  drawing  the  Sword  opportunely  the  Ne- 
ceflity  of  ftriking  is  often  prevented.  You  know,  that  die 
Army  which  hovers  over  a  Country,  and  draws  the  Forces 
which  defend  it  to  one  Part,  may  deftroy  it  without  invading 
it,  by  expofing  It  to  the  Invafion  of  another  ;  and  that  he 
who  withholds  an  Army  from  Action  is  not  lefs  ufeiiil  to  its 
Ally  than  he  that  defeats  it. 

<  This,  my  Lords  is  the  prefent  Ufe  of  our  Troops  in 
Flanders  ;  the  French  are  kept  in  continual  Terror,  and  are 
oblig'd  to  detach  to  that  Frontier  thofe  Troops  which,  had 
they  not  been  thus  diverted,  would  have  been  employ'd  in 
the  Empire  ;  and  furely  an  Army  is  not  unadive  wnich  with- 
holds a  double  Number  from  profecuting  their  Defign. 

'  That  our  Motions  have  not  encouraged  other  Powers  to 
fulfil  their  Engagements,  or  to  unite  in  the  Defence  of  the 
general  Liberty  of  Europe^  cannot  truly  be  aflferted.  The 
Dutch  apparently  waken  from  their  Slumber,  whether  it  was 
real  or  affedted  ;  they  at  leaft  difcover  lefs  Fear  of  the  French^ 
and  have  already  given  fuch  Proofs  of  their  Inclination  to 
join  with  us  as  may  encourage  us  to  expeft,  that  they  will  in 
a  fhort  Time  form  with  us  another  Confederacy,  and  employ 
their  utmoft  Efforts  in  the  Common  Caufe. 

^  What  they  have  already  offered  will  at  leaft  enable  nsto 
affift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  with  greater  Numbers,  and  Her 
to  employ  iier  Troops  where  (he  is  moft  preflcd  ;  for  they 
have  engaged  to  garrifon  the  Towns  oi  Flanders ^  which  (incc 
they  cannot  be  evacuated,  is  in  effedl  an  Offer  of  Auxiliary 
Troops ;  fmce  if  thofe  Forces  had  been  added  to  the  Aujlrian 
Army,  an  equal  Number  of  Auflrians  muft  have  been  with- 
drawn to  garrifon  the  Frontier. 

'  It  is  therefore  without  Reafon,  that  narrow-minded  Cen- 
furors  charge  us  with  becoming  the  Slaves  of  the  Dutch y  with 
iighting  their  Battles  and  defending  their  Barrier,  while  they 
purfue  their  Commerce  in  Tranquility,  enjoy  Peace  at  the 
Expcnce  of  Britijh  Blood,  and  grow  rich  by  theProfufion  ot 
Britif/?Treix(urc.  It  appears,  that  they  concur  in  thePreler- 
vation  of  themfelvesand  o(  Europe,  though  with  Delays  and 
Caution;  fmce  though  they  do  not  fend  Forces  into  the  Field, 
tJiey  fupply  the  Place  of  thofe  which  are  fent,  and  enable 
others  to  deftroy  thofe  whom  they  are  not  yet  perfuaded  to 
attack  themfelvcs. 

<  The 
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*  The  Conftltution  of  that  Republick  is,  indeed,  fiach  as  An.  i6.Geo.ll, 
makes  its  Alliance  not  valuable  on  fudden  £mer^encies  in  174a* 
Proportion  to  its  Wealth  and  Power.  The  Determinations 
of  large  Affemblies  are  always  flow  ;  becaufe  there  are  many 
Opinions  to  be  examined,  many  Propofals  to  be  balanced^ 
and  many  Objections  to  be  anfwered :  But  with  much  more 
Difficulty  mull  any  important  Refolution  boi  formed,  where 
it  mult  be  the  joint  A<ft  of  the  whole  Aifembly,  where 
every  Individual  has  a  Negative  Voice,  and  Unanimity  a- 
lone  can  make  a  Decifion  obligatory.  Wherever  this  is 
the  Form  of  Government,  the  State  lies  at  the  Mercy  of  e- 
vcry  ivian  who  has  a  Vote  in  its  Councils  j  and  the  Corrupti- 
on or  Folly  or  Obftinacy  of  one  may  retard  or  dekatthemoft 
important  Defigns,  lay  his  Country  open  to  the  Inroads  of 
an  Enemy,  diilolve  the  mod  Solemn  Alliances,  and  involve 
a  Nation  in  Milery. 

^  This,  my  Lords,  I  need  not  obferve  to  be  the  Dutch 
Conftitution ;  nor  need  I  tell  th.s  AiTembly,  tJiat  we  are  not 
always  to  judge  of  the  general  Inclination  of  that  i'eople  by 
the  Procedure  of  their  l3eputies;  fince  particular  Men  may  be 
influenced  by  private  Views,  or  corrupted  by  lecret  Promiits, 
or  Bribes  ;  and  thofe  Defigns  may  be  retarded  by  their  Arti- 
fices which  the  Honeft  and  Impartial  univerlally  approve* 
This  is,  perhaps,  the  true  Reafbn  of  the  prefcnt  Delays  which 
have  fiirnifhed  Occafion  to  fuch  loud  Complaints,  Complaints 
of  which  we  may  hope  quickly  to  have  an  End  ;  fince  it  can 
hardly  be  doubted,  but  the  general  Voice  of  the  People  Vriil 
there,  as  in  other  Places,  at  lait  prevail,  and  the  Prejua^^es 
or  Paffions  of  private  Men  give  Way  to  the  Interelt  ol  the 
Publick. 

'  That  the  Queen  of  Hungary  is  now  equally  diftreffed, 
and  that  (he  has  received  no  Advantage  from  the  Alliitance, 
which  we  have  at  ^a  great  an  Expence  appeared  to  give  her, 
is  likewife  very  far  from  being  true.  Let  any  Man  compare 
her  prefent  Condition,  with  that  in  which  Ihe  was  before 
Great  Britain  engaged  in  her  Caufe,  and  it  will  eafily  be 
perceived,  how  much  Ihe  owes  to  the  Alliance  of  tJiis  Nation. 
She  was  then  flying  before  her  Enemies  and  reduced  to  feek 
for  Shelter  in  the  remoteft  Part  of  her  Dominions,  while  her 
Capital  was  fortified  in  Expectation  of  a  Siege.  Thole  who 
then  were  diftributing  her  Provinces,  and  who  almoil  hovered 
over  her  only  remaining  Kingdom,  are  now  retiring  before 
her  Troops.  The  Army,  by  wliich  it  was  intended  that  her 
Territories  in  Italy  Ihould  be  taken  from  her,  is  now  llarving 
in  the  Countries  which  it  piefumed  to  invade  ;  and  the 
Troops,  which  were  fcnt  to  its  Afliflance,  are  languifhing  at 
the  Feet  of  Mountains  which  thev  will  never  pafs. 

'    TlKfc 
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An.i6.  Gco.n.  *  Thcfe  are  the  ElFc<as,  my  Lords,  of  there  Mcafures, 
*74^  ^  which,  for  want  of  being  compleatly  undcriloody  or  atten- 
tively confidercd,  jhave  been  fo  vehemently  cenfured.  Thefe 
Meauires,  ray  Lords,  however  injudicious,  however  unfea- 
fonabJe,  have  embara(Ied  the  Defigns  of  France,  and  given 
Relief  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ;  they  have  animated  the 
Dutch  to  A.&:\otLj  and  kindled  in  all  the  Powers  of  ^ffr<9ftf, 
who  were  intimidated  by  the  French  Armies,  new  Hopes  and 
new  Refolution  ;  they  have  indeed  made  a  general  Change 
in  the  State  of  Europe,  and  given  a  new  Inclination  to  the 
Balance  of  Power :  Not  many  Months  have  elapfed,  fince  e- 
very  Man  appeared  to  confider  the  King  of  France  as  the  uni- 
verlal  Monarch,  whofe  Will  was  not  to  beoppofed,  andwhoCe 
Force  was  not  to  be  redded  :  We  now  fee  his  Menaces  de- 
ipifed,  and  his  Propofitions  rejected ;  every  one  now  appears 
to  hope  rather  than  to  fear,  tho'  lately  a  general  Panic  was 
fpread  over  this  Part  of  the  Globe,  and  Fear  had  foengrofled 
Mankind,  that  fcarcely  any  Man  prefumed  to  hope. 

*  But  it  is  objedled,  my  Lords,  that  though  our  Meafurcs 
(hould  be  allowed  not  to  have  been  wholly  ineffedhial,  and 
our  Money  appear  not  to  have  been  fquandered  only  to  pay 
the  Troops  oi  Hanover  ;  yet  our  Gonduft  is  very  far  from 
meriting  either  Applaufeor  Approbation  /  fince  much  great- 
er Advantages  might  have  been  purchafed  at  much  left  Ex- 
pence,  and  by  Methods  much  lefs  invidious  and  dangerous. 

'  The  Queen  of  Hungary  might,  in  the  Opinion  of  thefe 
Cenfurers,  have  raifed  an  hundred  Thoufand  Men  with  the 
■  Money  which  we  muft  expend  in  hiring  only  fixteen  Thou- 
fand, and  might  have  deftroyedthofe  Enemies  whom  we  have 
hitherto  not  dared  to  attack. 

*  Thofe  who  make  this  Suppofition  the  Foundation  of 
their  Cenfures,  appear  not  to  remember,  that  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  %  Dominions,  like  thofe  of  other  Princes,  may  by 
AVar  be  in  Time  exhaufted  ;  that  the  Lofs  of  Inhabitants  is 
not  repaired  in  any  Country  but  by  flow  Degrees  ;  and  that 
there  is  no  Place  yet  difcovered  where  Money  will  procure 
Soldiers  without  End,  or  where  new  Harvetts  of  Men  rife  up 
annually,  ready  to  fight  thofe  Quarrels  in  Which  their  Prede- 
ceffors  were  fwept  away.  If  the  Money  had,  inftead  of  be- 
ing  emplojrcd  in  hirinc  Auxiliaries,  been  remitted  to  the 
Queen,  it  is  not  probable  that  (he  could  at  any  Rate  have 
brought  a  new  Army  together  :  But  it  is  certain,  that  her 
new  Troops  muft  have  been  without  Arms  and  without  Difci- 
pline.  It  might  have  been  found  perhaps,  in  this  general 
Difturbance  of  the  World,  not  eafy  to  have  fupplied  them 
Vilb  Weapon?  j  anditi«  well  knowji  how  fong  Time  is  re^ 
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quired  to  teach  raw  Forces  the  Art  of  War^  and  enable  them  Ab.  i6.  Geo.  ir« 
to  (land  before  a  veteran  Enemy.  «74*» 

*  It  was  therefore  neceflfry  to  aflift  her  rather  with  '  ~  " 
Troops  than  Money ;  and  iince  Troops  were  necelfarily  to 
be  hired,  why  (hould  we  employ  the  Forces  of  Hanover  lefs 
willingly  than  thofe  of  any  other  Nation  ?  To  aflcrt,  that 
they  have  more  or  lefs  Courage  than  others  is  chimerical  ; 
nor  can  any  Man  fuppofe  them  either  more  brave  or  tirao* 
rous  than  thofe  of  the  neighbouring  Gpnntries,  without  dif- 
covering  the  meaneft  Prejudices  and  the  narroweft  Concepti- 
ons, without  (hevnng  that  he  is  wholly  unacquainted  with 
human  Nature,  and  that  he  is  influenced  by  the  Tales  of 
Nurfes  and  the  Boafts  of  Children. 

'  There  was,  therefore,  no  Objedion  againft  the  Troops  of 
Hammer  that  was  not  of  eoual  Strength  agaiiift  all  Foreign 
Troops;  and  there  was  at  lead  one  Argument  in  their  Fa* 
vour,  that  they  were  Subjects  of  the  fame  Prince;  andthat^ 
therefore,  we  could  have  no  Reafon  to  iear  their  Defedion 
or  to  fofpedt  their  Fidelity. 

'  The  Electorate  of  Hanover ^  with  whatever  Contempt 
or  Indignation  fome  Perfons  may  aifed  to  mention  it,  is  to 
be  conudered  at  leail  as  a  State  in  Alliance  vath  Great  Brt- 
taijiy  and  to  receive  from  us  the  Support  which  the  Terms 
of  that  Alliance  may  demand. 

'  Any  other  Regard,  my  Lords,  indeed  it  is  not  neceflary 
to  contend  for ;  iince  it  cannot  be  proved,  that  in  this  Tran- 
fadion  we  have  a^ed  otberwife  than  as  with  Allies,  or  hired 
the  Troops  on  Conditions  which  thofe  of  any  other  Nation 
would  not  have  obtained,  or  on  any  whicii  they  will  not  de- 
serve ;  fince  your  Lordfhips  have  received  Anurances,  that 
they  arc  ready  to  enter  the  Field,  and  to  march  into  German/ 
againft  the  common  Enemy.  That  we  might  have  raifed  new 
Troops  in  oar  own  Nation,  and  have  augmented  our  Army 
with  an  equal  Number  of  Men,  cannot  be  denied  :  Nor  do 
I  doubt,  my  Lords,  but  our  Countrymen  would  be  equally 
formidable  with  any  other  Forces ;  but  it  muft  be  remember- 
ed, that  an  Army  is  not  to  be  levied  in  an  Indant,  and  that 
oar  Natives,  however  warlike,  are  not  bom  with  the  Know* 
ledge  of  the  Ufc  of  Arms  ;  and  who  knows,  whether  Europe 
might  not  have  been  enflaved  before  a  Britijb  Army  could 
have  been  raifed  and  difciplined  for  its  Deliverance  ? 

*  Whether  this  Account  of  our  Meafures  will  fatisfy  thofe 
who  have  hitherto  condemned  them,  I  am  not  able  to  fore- 
tell :  There  are,  indeed,  fomt  Reafons  ^r  fufbediag,  that 
thcyblamfc  not,  becaufe  they  difapprove,  but  becauie  they 
<^k  it  nccefikry  either  to  th^  Chara^er  of  Difcernment  or 
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^n.i6.  Geo.n.  of  Probity  to  cenfure  the  Miniftry,  whatever  Maxims  ate 
174*  purfued.  Of  this  Difpofition  it  is  no  flight  Proof,  that  con- 
trary Meafures  have  been  fometimes  condemned  by  the  fame 
Men  with  the  fame  Vehemence  ;  and  that  even  Compliance 
with  their  Demands  has  not  (tilled  their  Outcries.  When 
the  Miniftry  appeared  unwilling  to  engage  in  the  War  of 
Germany y  without  the  Concurrence  of  the  other  Powers  who 
had  engaged  to  fupport  the  Pragmatic  San^ion,  they  were 
hourly  reproached  with  being  Slaves  of  France y  with  betray- 
ing the  general  Cauf?  of  Europey  and  with  reprcffing  that 
generous  Ardour,  by  which  our  Anceltors  have  been  incited 
to  ftand  forth  as  the  Allerters  of  univerfal  Liberty,  and  to 
fight  the  Quarrels  of  Mankind.  They  were  marked  out  as 
either  Cowards  or  Traitors,  and  doomed  to  Infamy  ai>  the 
Accomplices  of  Tyranny,  engaged  in  a  Compiracy  againft 
their  Allies,  their  Country  and  their  Poltenty. 

*  At  length  the  Britons  have  rouled  again,  and  again  de- 
clared themfelves  the  Supporters  ol  i  ight  whenever  injured  ; 
they  have  again  'raifed  their  i>tandards  in  ti*c  Conunent, 
and  prepare  to  march  again  through  thole  Kcgions,  where 
their  Vidtories  are  yet  celebrated,  aiid  their  Jiravery  yet  re- 
verenced. The  !ills  of  oV/y/tf/Ty  will  again  lound  with  the 
Shouts  of  that  People,  who  once  marched  to  their  Deliverance 
through  all  the  Obftrucftions  that  Art  or  Power  could  lorm 
againftthem,  and  which  broke  through  the  Pais  oitichelem- 
hurgh  to  rout  the  Armies  that  were  ranged  behind  it. 

'  Now  it  might  be  exp«5ted,  my  Lords,  that  at  Icaft 
thofe  who  were  before  dilfatisfied  fliould  declare  their  Ap- 
probation ;  for  furely  where  Peace  or  Neutrality  is  improper, 
there  is  nothing  left  but  War.  Yet  Experience  (hews  us, 
that  Men  refolved  to  blame  will  never  want  Pretences  for 
venting  their  Malignity  ;  and  where  nothing  but  Malignity 
is  the  Confequence  of  oppofite  Meafures,  we  mull  neceflarily 
conclude,  that  there  is  a  fixed  Refolution  to  blame,  and  that 
all  Vindications  will  be  ineifedual. 

'  Some  have  indeed,  found  out  a  Middle  Courfc  between 
Cenfure  and  Approbation,  and  declare,  that  they  think  thefe 
Meafures  now  jultifiable,  becaufe  we  have  proceeded  too  far 
to  retreat  with  Honour  ;  and  that  tfiough  at  firft  a  better 
Scheme  might  have  been  formed,  yet  this,  which  has  hi- 
therto been  purfued,  ought  not  now  to  be  changed. 

*  I,  my  Lords,  though  it  is  not  of  very  great  Importance  to 
confute  an  Opinion  by  which  the  Meafures  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  be  obftrudled,  cannot  forbear  to  declare  my- 
fclf  of .  different  Sentiments,  and  to  ailert,  in  OppoHtion  to 
artful  Caiwmnics  and  violent  Inve<^ives,  that  the    prefent 
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Meafurcs  were  onginallv  right ;  that  they  were  fuch  as  Pru- .      ^  G^ti 
dence  would  di^^atr^  and  Experience  approve,  and  fnch  as  wc   "'  '1*744, 
ought  again  to  take^  if  we  have  again  the  Power  of  Choice. 

^  I  aniy  indeed,  far  from  doubting,  but  thefe  Meaiures 
will,  in  a  fliort  Time  be  juftified  by  Succefs ;  a  Criterion  by 
which,  however  unjuflly,  the  greateft  Part  of  Mankind  will 
always  judge  of  the  Condud  of  their  Governors ;  for  it  is 
apparent,  my  Lords,  that  howfbever  the  French  Power,  Com* 
merce  and  Wealth,  have  been  exaggerated  by  thofe  that 
father  love  or  fear  them,  they  wUl  not  long  be  able  to  iland 
againft  us  ;  their  Funds  will  in  a  fliort  Time  ^1  them,  and 
their  Armies  muft  be  difbanded,  when  they  can  no  longer  be 
paid,  Idl,  inftead  of  protecting  tlieir  Country,  they  Sould 
be  inclined  to  plunder  it. 

*  The  Abundance  of  our  Wealth,  my  Lords,  and  the  Pro- 
fit of  our  Commerce,  are  fufficiently  apparent  from  the  Price 
of  our  Stocks,  which  never  were  before  fupported  at  the 
fame  Height,  for  fo  long  a  Time  ;  and  of  the  Fall  of  which 
ndther  an  aChiai  War  with  Spairty  nor  the  Danger  which  has 
beeu.ilijggefted  of  another  with  France,  with  France  in  the 
fiill  Pofldlion  of  all  its  boafled  Advantages,  has  yet  been 
able  to  produce  any  Token.  Another  Proof  of  the  Exube- 
rance of  our  Riches,  and  the  Profperity  of  our  Commerce  by 
which  they  are  acquired,  is  the  Readinefs  with  which  the 
Government  can  raife  in  an  Infbint  the  greated  Sums  ;  and 
the  low  Intereft  at  which  they  are  obtained.  If  we  compare 
our  State  in  this  refpeft  with  that  of  France,  the  infuperable 
Difficulties  under  which  they  muft  contend  with  us,  will  fuf- 
ficiently difcover  themfelves.  It  is  well  known,  my  Lords, 
tl?at  we  have  lately  raifed  the  Money,  which  the  Service  of 
each  Year  required,  at  the  Intereft  of  three  for  a  Hundred  ; 
nor  is  it  likely,  that  there  will  be  any  Nece/fity  of  larger  In- 
tereft, though  our  annual  Demands  were  to  be  equal  to  thofe 
of  the  laft  War.  Bin  the  French  are  well  known  to  raife 
the  Sums  which  their  Exigences  require  on  very  different 
Terms,  and  to  have  paid  ten  for  a  fiundred,  for  all  the  Mo- 
ney which  their  late  Projefts  have  required  ;  Projedls  which  . 
they  cannot  purilie  long  at  fu'-h  enormous  Expence,  and  by 
which  their  Country  mult  in  a  Ihort  Time  be  ruined  even 
without  Oppofition. 

*  While  we  can,  therefore,  raife  three  Millions  for  lefs 
than  the  French  can  obtain  or^  ;  and  by  confequence  fup-  . 
port  three  Regiments  nt  the  far.e  hlxpemce  as  one  is  fup- 
ported in  their  Ser\'ice,  we  have  furely  no  Reafon  to  dread 
the  Superiority  of  then  Numbers,  or  to  fear,  that  they  will 
toaquer  by  exhaufting  us. 

*Thus, 
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'  Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  delivered  my  Opinion  with 
Freedom  and  Impartiality  ;  and  fliall  patiently  hearken  to 
any  Obje^ions  that  ihall  arife  againft  it^  fupported  by  the 
Confcioufnefsy  that  a  Confutation  Will  only  (hew  me  that  I 
have  been  miilaken  ;  but  will  not  deprive  me  of  theSatistac* 
tion  of  refledingy  that  I  have  not  been  wanting  to  my  Coun- 
try ;  and  that  if  I  have  approved  or  defended  improper 
Meafuresy  I  at  lead  confulted  no  other  Intereft  than  that  of 
Great  Britain,* 

».  „  Lord  Hervey  *  fpoke  next  to  the  following  EffeA  : 

^*    >        My  LorJsy 

*  It  is  not  without  that  Concern  which  every  Man  ought  to 
feel  at  the  apparent  Approach  of  publick  Calamities,  that  I  have 
heard  the  Meafures  which  are  now  the  Subje(^  of  our  Inquiry 
fo  weakly  defended,  when  their  Vindication  is  endeavoured 
with  fo  much  Ardour,  and  laboured  with  lo  much  Addrefs. 

'  The  Objedions  which  prefs  upon  the  Mind,  at  the  firil 
and  flighted  View  of  our  Proceedings,  are  fuch  as  require 
the  ciofed  Attention,  fuch  as  cannot  but  alarm  every  Man 
who  haa  (kidied  the  Intereft  of  his  Country,  and  who  uncere- 
Jy  endeavours  to  promote  it ;  and  therefore  it  might  be  hop- 
ed, that  thofe  who  appear  to  have  thought  them  infufficicnt 
are  able  to  produce  in  Oppofition  to  them  the  fbongeft  Argu- 
ments and  the  cleared  Dedudions. 

'  When  we  attempt  the  Confideration  of  our  prefent  Con- 
dition, and  enquire  by  what  Means  our  Proijperity  may  be 
fecured,  the  firll  Reflci^Uon  that  occurs  is,  that  we  are  Tra- 
ders, that  all  our  Power  is  the  Confequcnce  of  our  Wealth, 
and  our  Wealth  the  Produft  of  our  Trade.  It  is  well  known, 
that  Trade  can  only  be  purfued  under  the  Security  of  Peace; 
that  a  Nation  which  has  a  larger  Commerce,  mud  make  War 
on  difadvantageous  Terms,  againd  one  that  has  lefs  ;  as, 
of  two  contiguous  Countries,  the  more  firuitful  has  moft  to 
fear  from  an  Invafion  by  its  Neighbour. 

'  It  is  vifible  likewife  to  any  Man  who  confiders  the  Situa- 
tion of  Great  Britain^  that  there  is  no  Nation  By  which  our 
Trade  can  in  time  of  War  be  fo  much  obdruded  as  by  France, 
of  which  the  Goads  are  oppoflte  to  onrs,  and  which  can  iend 
out  fraall  Vedels  and  feize  our  Merchants  in  the  Mouths  of 
our  Harbours,  or  in  the  Channel  of  which  we  boad  the 
Sovereignty  j  and  all  ihofe  who  have  heard  or  read  of  the 
lad  War,  in  which  we  gained  fo  much  Honour  and  Co  little 
Advantage,  know,  that  the  Privateers  of  France  injured  us 
more  than  its  Navies  or  its  Armies  ;  and  that  a  thoufand 
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Vidoiies  on  die  Continent,  where  we  were  only  contending  An«  16.  G€v.B; 
for  the  Rights  of  others,  were  a  very  fmall  Recompence  for        ^4^ 
the  Obflrudion  of  our  Commerce ;    nor  can  ho  feel  much  "     ^ 
Tendemefs  for  Mankind  who  wodd  purcfaafe  by  the  Ruin 
and  Di(li«ft  of  a  thoufand  Families  induitrious  and  innocent, 
the  momenury  Feftivity  of  a  Triumph,  or  the  idle  Glare  of 
an  lUomination. 

*  Yet,  my  Lords,  this  Nation,  however  zealousZ  for  its 
Commerce,  is  about  to  engage  in  a  War,  in  a  War  with  the 
only  State  by  which  our  Commerce  can  be  impaired  ;  It  is 
about  to  llipport  new  Armies  on  the  Continent  without  Al- 
fics,  and  without  Treafure. 

*  That  we  are  without  Treafure  ;  and  that  our  Trade,  by 
which  only  our  Funds  can  be  fupplied,  has  latelv  been  very 
much  diminifhed,  is  too  eafy  to  prove  in  Oppofidon  to  the 
fpedotts  Difplay  which  the  noble  Lord,  who  fpoke  laft,  has 
been  pleafed  to  make  of  the  Exuberance  of  our  Wealth. 

'  If  the  Abundance  of  our  Riches  be  fuch  as  it  has  been 
reprcfented,  why  arc  no  Meafures  formed  for  the  Payment 
of  die  pnblick  Debts ;  of  which  no  Man  will  fay,  that  they 
are  not  in  themfelves  a  Calamity  and  the  Source  of  many 
Calamities  yet  greater  ;  of  which  it  cannot  be  denied,  that 
they  multiply  Dependence,  by  which  our  Conftitution  may 
iometime  be  endangered  ?  Why  are  thofe  Debts  not  only 
unpaid  but  encreaied  by  annual  Additions  to  fuch  a  Height, 
that  the  Payment  of  them  muft  foon  become  defperatc,  and 
the  Publick  fink  under  the  Burthen  ? 

'  That  our  Trade,  my  Lords,  and  by  Conlequence  our 
Wealth,  is  of  late  diminifhed,  may  be  proved  beyond  Con- 
troveriy,  even  to  thofe  whofe  Intereft  it  is  not  to  believe  it ; 
and  upon  whom,  therefore,  it  cannot  be  expeded,  that  Ar- 
guments will  have  a  great  Effect.  The  Produce  of  tlie 
Cuftoms  was  the  laft  Year  lefs  by  half  a  Million,  than  the 
Mean  Revenue;  and  as  ourCnfloms  muft  always  bear  a  cer- 
tain Proportion  to  Trade,  we  may  form  an  indifputable  £{U- 
mate  from  them  of  its  Increafe  or  its  Decline. 

*  The  Rife  of  our  Stocks,  my  Lords,  is  fuch  a  Proof  of 
Riches,  as  dropfical  Tumours  are  of  Health ;  It  fhews  not 
the  Circuladon  but  the  Stagnation  of  our  Money ;  and 
though  it  may  flatter  us  with  a  falfe  Appearance  of  Plenty 
for  a  Time,  will  foon  prove,  that  it  is  both  the  EfTcft  and 
Caufe  of  Poverty,  and  will  end  in  Weakncfs  and  Dedru^tion, 

*  When  Commerce  flonriflies,  when  its  Profit  is  certain 
and  fccure,  Men  will  employ  their  Money  in  the  Exchange 
of  Commodities,  by  which  greater  Advantage  may  be  gain- 
ed than  by  putting  it  into  the  Hands  of  Brokers  ;    but  when 
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An.  i6.  Geo.  11.  every  Ship  is  in  Danger  of  being  intercepted  by  Privateers, 
'744^         and  the  Infurer  divides  the  Profit  of  every  Voyage  with  the 
^  Merchant,  it  is  natural  to  chuie  a  fafer,  though  a  lefs  pro- 
fitable TrafBck,  and  rather  to  treafure  Money  in  tlie  Funds, 
than  expofe  it  on  the  Ocean 

*  But,  my  Lords,  the  Minifters  themfelves  have  fufiiciently 
declared  their  Opinion  of  the  State  of  the  National  Wealth, 
by  the  Method  which  they  have  taken  to  raife  thofe  Supplies 
of  which  they  boaft  with  how  great  Facility  they  are  raifed. 

*  When  they  found,  that  new  Expences  required  new 
Taxes,  it  was  neceffary  to  examine  what  could  be  taxed,  or 
upon  which  Part  of  the  Nation  any  otlier  Burthens  could  be 
laid  without  immediate  Ruin.  They  turned  over  the  Cata- 
logue of  our  own  Manufactures,  and  found,  that  fcarcelyany 
of  the  Conveniences,  or  even  the  Neceflaries  of  Life  were 
without  an  Import  :  They  examined  all  the  Claffes  of  our 
Traders,  and  readily  difcovered,  that  the  greateft  Number  of 
thole  who  endeavoured  to  fupport  themfelves  by  honeft  In- 
duftry  were  rtruggling  with  Poverty,  and  fcarcely  able  to 
provide  to  Day  what  Ihould  be  neceffary  to  Morrow.  They 
law  our  Prifons  crouded  with  Debtors,  and  our  Papers  filled 
with  the  Names  of  Bankrupts,  of  whom  many  maybe  fup- 
pofed  to  have  mifcarried  without  Idlenefs,  Extravagance  or 
Folly. 

'  They  faw,  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  Induftry  muft  fink 
under  any  Addition  to  its  Load,  a  Confideration  which  could 
afford  no  Proof  of  the  Abundance  of  our  Wealth  :  They  faw, 
that  our  Commodities  would  be  no  longer  manufii^red,  if 
their  Taxes  were  increafed ;  and  therefore  it  was  neceflary 
to  raife  Money  by  fome  other  Method,  fince  all  thofe  which 
have  been  hitherto  praftifed  were  precluded. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  was  no  eafy  Talk;  but  however dij?i- 
cult,  it  has  been  accomplifhed  ;  and  to  thofe  great  Politicians 
murt  Poljerity  be  indebted  for  a  new  Scheme  of  fupplying 
tlie  Expences  of  a  War. 

'  In  the  Time  of  the  late  Miniflry,  it  has  been  obfervcd, 
that  Drunkennefs  was  become  a  Vice,  almoft  univerfal  a- 
mong  the  common  People ;  and  that  as  the  Liquor  which 
they  generally  drank,  was  fuch,  that  they  could  defboy  their 
Reafon  by  a  frnall  Quantity,  and  at  a  fmall  Expence,  the 
Confequence  of  general  Drunkennefs  was  general  Idlenefs  : 
Since  no  Man  can  work  any  longer,  than  was  neceflary  to 
lay  him  afleep  for  the  remaining  Part  of  the  Day.  They 
remarked  likewife,  that  the  Liquor  which  they  generally 
drank  was  to  the  laft  degree  pernicious  to  HealUi,  and  de- 
flru(5live  of  that  corporeal  Vigour  by  which  the  BuCnefs  of 
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Life  is  to  be  carried  on ;  and  a  Law  was^   therefore^  made  An.  i6.  Geo.  IL 
by  which  it  was  intended^  that  this  Species  of  Debauchery,  ,     ^^ 
fo peculiarly  fatal,  (hould  be  prevented.  '^ 

*  Againit  the  End  of  this  Law  no  Man  has  hitherto  made 
the  leait  Objedtion;  no  one  has  dared  to  fienaiize  himfelf  as 
an  open  Advocate  for  Vice,  or  attempted  to  prove  that 
Dmnkennefs  was  not  injurious  to  Society,  and  contrary  to  the 
trnc  Ends  of  human  Being,  The  Encouragement  of  Wic- 
kednefs  of  this  ihameful  Kind,  Wickednefs  equally  con- 
temptible and  hateful,  wasrefervedforthe  prefent  Miniftry  ; 
who  are  now  about  to  fupply  thofe  Funds  which  they  have 
exhaufled  by  idle  Projedls  and  romantic  Expeditions,  at  the 
Expence  of^  Health  and  Virtue ;  who  have  difcovered  a  Me- 
thod of  recruiting  Armies  by  the  DeftrudUon  of  their  Fel- 
low-Subje6ts,  and  while  they  boaft  themfelves  the  Aflerters 
of  Liberty,  are  endeavouring  to  enflave  us,  by  the  Introduc- 
tion of  thofe  Vices,  which  in  all  Countries  and  in  every 
Age  have  made  way  for  defpotic  Power. 

^  Even  this  Expedient,  my  Lords,  muft  in  a  (hort  Time 
fall  them  ;  the  Products  of  Vice  as  well  as  Commerce  muft 
in  Time  be  exhanfted  ;  and  what  then  will  remain  ?  The 
Honeft  and  Induftrious  muft  feel  the  Weight  of  fome  new 
Impofition,  which  the  Sagacity  of  experienced  Oppreflion 
may  find  Means  to  lay  upon  them  ;  they  will  then  firft  find 
the  Benefit  of  this  new  Law,  fince  they  may,  by  the  Ufe  of 
thofe  Liquors  which  are  indulged  them,  put  a  fpeedy  End  to 
that  Life  which  they  are  made  unable  to  fupport. 

'  The  Means  by  which  the  Expenccs  of  our  prefent  De- 
ilgns  are  to  be  fnpported  ;  fuch  Means,  my  Lords,  as  were 
never  yet  pradlifed  by  any  State,  however  exhaufled,  or  how- 
ever endangered;  Means  which  a  wife  Nation  would  fcarcely 
ufe  to  repel  an  Invader  from  the  Capital,  or  to  raife  Works 
to  keep  off  a  general  Inundation ;  raife  yet  .flronger  Motions 
of  Indignation,  when  it  is  confidered  for  what  Defigns  thefe 
Expences  are  required. 

*  We  are  now,  my  Lords,  raifing  Armies  and  hiring 
Aaxiliarics  for  an  Expedition  of  which  no  NecefEty  can  be 
difcovered  ;  and  from  which  neither  Honour  nor  Advantage 
can  beexpofted  ;  we  are  about  to  force  from  this  People  the 
lait  Remains  of  their  Property,  and  to  harrafs,  with  Exaftion, 
thofe  who  are  already  languifhing  with  Poverty  ;  not  for  the 
Prefervation  of  our  Liberty  or  the  Defence  of  our  Country, 
but  for  the  Support  of  the  Pragmatick  San^ion;  for  the  Exe- 
cution of  a  very  unjufl  Scheme  formed  by  the  late  Emperor, 
touhich  hepurchafcd,  at  diftmnt  Times,  on  diHercnt  Emer- 
gencies, the  Concurrence  of  other  Powers  ;  but  to  which  he 
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Afi.  y6.  Cto.  n.  &ileJ  to  put  the  laft  Seal  of  Confirmation,  perhaps  in  Hopes 
»7+i«        of  a  Male- Heir  ;  and  left  tlie  Defign,  which  he  had  (6  long 
'  and  fo  induftriouily  laboured,  to  be  at  lad  compleated  by  the 
Kindnefs  of  his  Allies,  having  by  an  undiccefsful  War  a- 
gainftthe  Turks,  exhaufted  his  Treafure,  and  weakened  his 
Troops. 

'  Whether  wc  fliall  now  engage  in  this  Defign,  whether 
we  fliall,  for  the  Defence  of  the  Pragmatick  ^andlion,  begin 
another  War  on  the  Continent,  of  which  the  Duration  can- 
not be  determined,  the  Expencc  eftimated,  or  the  Event 
forefeen  ;  whether  we  fliall  contend  at  once  with  all  the 
Princes  of  the  Hoxxfc  ofBourbon^  and  entangle  ourfelves  in 
a  Labyrinth  of  di^erent  Schemes  ;  whether  we  fhall  provoke 
France  to  Interrupt  our  Commerce,  and  invade  ourColonies, 
and  fland  without  the  Afliftance  of  a  fingie  Ally,againft  thofe 
Powers  that  lateiv  fet  almoft  all  Europe  at  DefiancCj  ic  now 
to  be  determined  by  your  Lordfliips. 

'  It  can  fcarcely  be  expelled,  that  the  French  will  treat  q& 
only  as  Auxiliaries,  and  fatisfy  themfelves  with  attacking  us 
only  where  they  find  themfelves  oppofcd  by  us  ;  they  will, 
undoubtedly,  my  Lords,  confider  us  as  Principals,  fince  they 
can  fiiffer  little  more  by  declaring  War  againft  us. 

*  Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  the  Dangers  to  be  feared  from  the 
Meafures  which  we  are  now  perfuaded  to  purfue,  but  per- 
fuaded  by  Arguments  which,  in  my  Opinion,  ought  to  have 
very  little  Influence  upon  us,  and  which  have  not  yet  been 
able,  however  artfully  or  zealoufly  enforced,  to  prevail  upon 
the  Dutch  to  unite  with  us. 

'  It  has,  indeed,  been  aflerted,  that  the  Dutch  appear 
inclined  to  aflifl  us :  But  of  that  Inclination  ftronger  Proofis 
ought  fiirely  to  be  produced,  before  we  take  Auxiliaries  into 
Pay,  and  tranfport  Troops  into  another  Country,  which  has 
been  fo  often  reprefented  to  have  been  raifcd  for  the  Defence 
of  their  own,  or  colleft  Money  from  the  Pubiick  by  the 
Propagation  of  Wickednefs. 

^  Of  this  favourable  Inclination  in  the  Dutch,  I  am  the 
more  doubt(iil ;  becaufe  it  is  contrary  to  the  Expe^tions  of 
all  Mankind,  and  to  the  Maxims  by  which  they  have  gene- 
rally regulated  their  Conduct.  There  have  been  many  late 
Inftances  of  tlicir  patient  Submiffion  to  the  Invafion  of  Pri- 
vileges to  which  they  have  thought  themfelves  intitled,  and 
of  their  Preference  of  Peace,  though  fometimes  purchafed 
with  the  Lofs  of  Honour,  or,  (what  may  be  fuppofed  to 
touch  a  Dutch  nan  much  more  nearly,)  of  Profit,  tome  Deva- 
ftation,  and  Kxpence,  and  Hazard  of  War ;  and  it  can  hard- 
ly be  fuppofed  by  any  who  know  their  Chara^te,  that  riicy 
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vriU  he  more  zealous  for  the  Rights  of  others  than  for  their  An.  16.  Gco.n 
own;  or  that  they  will,  for  die  Support  of  the  Queen  of        ly^z. 
Hungary,   facrifice  that  Security     and   Tranquillity  which 
they  have  preferred  at  the  Expence  of  their  Commerce  at  one 
Time,  and  by  pafTive  SubmifTion  to  Infults  at  another. 

*  That  a  Nation  like  this,  my  Lords,  will  in  the  Quarrel 
of  another  engage  in  any  but  moderate  Mcafures,  is  not  to 
be  expefted  :  It  is  not  improbable,  that  they  may  endeavour 
by  Embaflles  and  Negotiations  to  adjuft  the  prefent  Difputes, 
or  offer  their   Mediation  to  the  contending  Powers  ;  but  lam 
very  hr  from  imagining,  that  they  will  find  inthem^lvesany 
Difoofition  to  raife  Armies  or  equip  Fleets,  that  they  will 
endanger  the  Barrier  which  has  been  fo  dearly  purchafcd,  or 
expole  themfelves  to  the  Hazards  and  Terror  of  a  French 
War;  and  am,  therefore,    inclined  to  believe,  that  if  any 
Tendency  towards  fuch  Mcafures  now  appears,  it  is  only  the 
KfFed  of  the  prefent  Heat  of  fome  vehement  Declaimers,  or 
the  iecrct  Machination  of  fome  artful  Projedors  among  them, 
who  have  formed  chimerical  Plans  of  a  new  Syftem  oi Europe ^ 
and  have  in  their  Imaginations    regulated  the  Diftribution  of 
Dominion  and  Power, or,  who, perhaps, have  diminifhed their 
Patrimonies  by  Negligence  and  Extravagance,  and  hope  to 
rqjair  them  in  Times  of  Confufion,  and  to  glean  Part  oi  that 
Harveft  of  Treafure  which  the  Publick  muft  be  obliged  to 
yield  in  Time  of  War.     I  am  dill  inclined  to  believe,  that  the 
true  Intereft  of  the  Republick  will  be  confulted,  tliat  Policy 
will  prevail  over  Intrigue,  and  that  only  moderate  Meafures 
v-'illbe  purfued  by  the  general  Council  of  the  States. 

'  Moderate  Meafures,  my  Lords,  if  not  always  the  mo/f 
honourable  in  the  Opinion  of  Minds  vitiated  by  falfe  No- 
tions of  Grandeur,  are  at  lead  always  the  moft  fafe  ;  and 
are,  therefore,  eligible  at  leaft,  till  die  Scene  of  Affairs  be- 
gins to  open,  and  the  Succefs  of  a  more  vigorous  ConduA 
may  with  fome  Degree  of  Certainty  be  foreknown  ;  and  it 
muft  at  leaft  be  thought  imprudent  for  thofe  to  hazard  much^ 
who  can  gain  nothing,  and  therefore  it  will  not  be  eafy  to 
allign  any  Reafon,  that  may  juflify  our  Conduft  on  the  pre- 
fent Occafion. 

*  It  is  not  improbable,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  who  lately  ob- 
t^'ncd  the  Di region  of  our  Affairs  may  be  influenced  by  the 
general  Difapprobation  which  the  Britifh  People  fhew'd  of 
*e  pacific  Conduft  of  the  late  Miniftry,  and  may  have  re- 
folvcd  to  endeavour  after  Applaufe  by  fhewing  more  Spirit 
and  Adivity.  But,  my  Lords,  of  two  oppofite  Schemes  it 
is  not  impoflible  that  both  may  be  wrong,  and  that  the  mid- 
dle Way  only  may  be  fafe  j  nor  is  it  uncommon  for  thofe  whc* 
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An.  i#.  Geo.  11.  ^^  precipitately  flying  from  one  Extreme  to  ru(h  blindly  up- 
174J.         on  another. 

'  But  our  Miniftry,  ray  Lords^  have  found  out  a  Method 
of  complicating  Errors  which  none  of  their  PredeceflTors, 
however  (ligmatis*d  for  Ignorance  and  Abfurdity,  have  hi- 
therto been  able  to  attain ;  they  have  been  able  to  reconcile 
the  Extremes  of  Folly,  and  to  endanger  the  publick  Interell 
at  the  fame  Time  by  Inactivity  and  roraantick  Temerity. 

*  No  Accufation  againft  the  late  Miniftry  was  more  gene- 
ral, more  atrocious,  or  more  adapted  to  incenfe  the  People, 
than  that  of  neglefting  the  War  againft  Spain :  This  was  the 
Subjeft  of  all  the  Invedlives  which  were  vented  againft  them 
in  the  Parliament  or  difpers*d  among  the  People ;  for  this 
they  were  charged  with  a  lecret  Confederacy  againft  their 
Country,  with  Difregard  of  its  Commerce,  and  its  Arms, 
and  with  a  Defign  to  ruin  tlie  Nation  for  no  other  End  than 
to  punifh  the  Merchants. 

*  To  this  Accufation,  my  Lords,  diligently  propagated, 
willingly  received,  and,  to  confefs  the  Truth,  confirmed  by 
Ibme  Appearances,  do  thole  owe  their  Power  who  now  pre- 
fide  over  the  Affairs  of  the  Nation  ;  and  it  might  therefore 
have  been  hoped,  that  by  their  Promotion,  one  of  our  Grie- 
vances would  have  been  taken  away,  and  that  at  leaft  the 
War  againft  Sfdin  would  have  been  vigoroufly  profecuted.  ' 

*  But  this  Miniftry,  my  Lords,  have  only  furniflied  a 
new  Inftance  of  the  Credulity  of  Mankind,  of  the  Deludon 
of  outward  Appearances,  and  of  the  Folly  of  hoping  with 
too  great  Ardour  for  any  Event,  and  of  trufting*  any  Man 
with  too  great  Confidence.  No  fooncr  were  they  poflefs'd  of 
the  Power  to  whicii  their  Ambition  had  fo  long  alpired,  and 
of  the  Salaries  which  had  with  fo  mucli  Eagernefs  been  co- 
veted by  their  Avarice,  than  they  forgot  the  Complaints  of 
the  Merchants,  the  Value  of  Commerce,  the  Honour  of  the 
Briii/h  Flag,  the  Danger  of  our //'V//-/m//W/ Territories,  and 
the  great  Importance  of  the  War  with  Spaiity  and  contented 
themfelves  with  ordering  Convoys  for  our  Merchants,  inftead 
of  deftroying  the  Enemy  by  whom  they  are  molefted. 

'  The  Fleets  which  are  floating  from  one  Coaft  to  another 
in  the  Mediterranean^  and  which  fometimcs  ftrikc  Terror  into 
the  harmlefs  Inhabitants  of  an  open  Coaft,  or  threaten,  but 
only  threaten  Deftru61ion  to  an  unfortified  Town,  I  am  ve- 
ry  far  from  confidering  as  Armaments  fitted  out  againft  the 
Spaniardsy  who  neither  feel  nor  fear  any  great  Injury  from 
them  ;  their  Trade,  may  be,  indeed,  fomcwhat  impeded  ; 
but  that  Inconvenience  is  amply  compenfated  by  their  De- 
predations upon  our  Merchants  ;  their  Navies  may  be  confin- 
ed 
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td  to  their  own  Ports,  or  to  tliofe  of  France^  but  the/c  Na-  An.  i6.  Ceo.  U. 
V1C5  are  not  very  necc/Iary  to  them ;  fince  they  are  not  fu/H*  ^      '74a- 
ckntly  powerful  to  oppofe  us  on -the  Ocean,  and  tlicrefore  '     ^ 
they  who  are  thus  confined  fuffer  Jefs  than  tljofe  who  confine 
them.     We  have  indeed  the  empty  PJeafure  of  feeing  oui*- 
felves  Lords  of  the  Sea,  and  of  fhaking  the  Coafts  with  Vol- 
lics  of  our  Cannon  ;  but  we  purchafe  the  Triumph  at  a  ve- 
ry high  Price,  and  (hali  find  ourlelves  in  Time  weakened  by 
an  ufele(s  Oflentation  of  Superiority. 

*  The  only  Parts  of  the  Sfnmfh  Dominions  in  which  they 
can  receive  any  Hurt  from  our  Forces,  are  thofe  Countries 
which  they  poflefs  in  the  IVefi' Indies ^  and  from  which  they 
receive  the  Gold  andSilver  which  inflame  tlieir  Pride  and  in* 
cite  them  to  infult  Nations  more  pou'erful  than  tlicmfelves. 
By  (eizing  any  Part  of  thofe  wealthy  Regions  we  fhall  ftop 
the  Fountain  of  their  Treafure,  reduce  them  to  immediate 
Penury,  and  compel  them  to  follicit  Peace  upon  aiiy  Condi* 
tions  that  we  (hall  con defcend  to  offer  them. 

*  The  Neceffity  of  invading  thefe  Countries,  my  Lords, 
was  perfcAly  undcrftood  and  very  diilincfily  explained,  when 
the  Forces  deftin'd  for  that  Expedition  were  delayed  :  And 
when  the  Attempt  at  Carthagena  mifcarried,  nothing  was 
more  pathetical  than  the  Complaints  of  the  Patriots,  who 
(pared  no  Labour  to  inform  either  the  Parliament  or  the  Na- 
tion of  the  Advantages  which  Succefs  would  have  procured. 
But  what  Meafures  have  been  taken  to  repair  our  Lofles,  of 
to  regain  our  Honour ;  or  what  new  Schemes  have  been 
formed  for  making  an  Attack  more  forcible  upon  fome  weaker 
Part  ? 

*  Every  one  can  remember,  that  the  Mifcarriage  of  that 
Enterprize  was  imputed  not  to  its  Di(ficulty>  nor  to  the  Cou- 
rage of  the  Spaniards^  nor  to  the  Strength  of  their  Works, 
but  to  the  Unfkilfulnefs  of  our  Officers  and  the  Impropriety 
of  the  Seafon  ;  and  it  was  therefore,  without  doubt,  thouglrt 
not  impo(rible  to  attack  the  Spanijh  Colonies  with  Succefs  ; 
bnt  why  then,  my  Lords,  have  they  hitherto  fuffer'd  the 
Spaniards  to  difcipline  tlieir  Troops  and  ftrencthen  their 
Works  at  leifure,  that  at  length  they  may  fecureJy  iet  us  at 
Defiance,  and  plunder  our  Merchants  without  Fear  of  V'en« 
geance  } 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  has  our  real  Intereft  been  n^gl<fted  in 
Pnrfuit  not  of  any  other  Scheme  of  equal  Advantage,  but  of 
the  empty  Title  of  the  Arbiters  oi Europe  ;  we  have  fuffer'd 
our  Trade  to  be  deftroy'd  and  our  Country  impoverifli*d  fbi" 
the  Sake  of  holding  the  Balance  of  Power,  that  variable 
Balance  in  which  Folly  and  Ambition  are  perpetually  chang- 
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II  ng  the  Weights,  and   which  neither  Policy,  nor  Strength 
could  yet  preferve  fteady  for  a  finsle  Year. 

'  In  the  Profecution  of  this  idle  Scheme  we  are  about  to 
violate  all  the  Maxims  of  Wifdom,  and  perhaps  of  Juftice  ; 
we  arc  about  to  deflroy  the  End  by  the  Means  which  we 
make  Ufc  of  to  promote  it,  to  endanger  our  Country  more 
by  attempting  to  hinder  the  Changea  which  are  projected  in 
Europe  J  than  their  Accomplifhment  will  endanger  it ;  and  to 
deliver  up  ourfclves  to  France  before  fhe  makes  any  Demand 
of  Submillion  from  us. 

.  *  If  any  Excufe  could  be  made  for  Expeditions  (b  likely 
to  end  in  Ruin,  it  muft  be,  tliat  Juftice  required  them ; 
and  that  if  we  fufFer,  we  at  leaft  fuffer  in  Support  of  Right, 
and  in  an  honeft  Endeavour  to  promote  the  Execution  of  the 
great  Laws  of  moral  Etjuity  ;  tlial  if  we  fail  of  Succefs  we 
mall  always  have  the  Confolation  of  having  meant  well,  and 
of  having  deferved  thofe  Vidlories  which  we  could  not  gain. 

*  But,  upon  an  impartial  Survey  of  the  Caufe  in  which 
we  are  going  to  engage,  and  on  which  we  are  about  to  ha- 
zard our  own  Happinefs,  and  tliat  of  our  Pofterity,  I  can 
difcover  no  fuch  apparent  Juftice  on  tlie  Side  of  the  Queen 
of  Hungary y  as  ought  to  incite  diftant  Nations  to  efpoufe  her 
Quarrel,  to  raife  Armies  in  her  Favour,  to  confider  her 
Caufe  as  that  of  human  Nature,  and  to  profecute  thofe  that 
inyade  her  Territories  as  the  Enemies  ofgeneral  Society. 

'  The  Pragmatick  Sandlion,  my  Lords,  by  which  (he 
claims  all  the  hereditary  Dominions  of  her  Family,  cannot 
change  the  Nature  of  Right  and  Wrong,  nor  invalidate  any 
Claim  before  fubfifting,  unlefs  by  the  Confent  of  tlie  Prince 
by  whom  it  was  made.  The  Eledlor  of  Bavaria  may, 
therefore,  urge  in  his  own  Defence,  tliat  by  the  elder  Sifter 
he  has  a  clear  and  indifputable  Right,  a  Right  from  which 
he  never  receded,  as  he  never  concurred  in  the  Pragmatick 
Sandlion  ;  he  may,  therefore,  charge  this  illuftrious  Princeft, 
for  whom  (b  many  Troops  are  raifed.  and  for  whom  fo 
much  Blood  is  about  to  be  ftied,  with  Ufurpation,  with  de- 
taining of  the  Dominions  of  other  Potentates,  and  with  an 
obftinate  Aflertion  of  a  falfe  Title. 

'  That  the  Pragmatick  Sanson  is  generally  underftood 
to  be  unjuft,  appears  fnfficiently  from  the  Conduft  of  thofe 
Powers  who,  tho'  engaged  by  folemn  Stipulations  tofupport 
it,  yet  look  unconcerned  on  the  Violation  of  it,  and  appear 
convinced,  that  the  Princes  who  are  now  dividing  among 
thcmfelves  the  Auflrian  Dominions,  produce  Claims  which 
cannot  be  oppofed  without  a  manifeft  Difregard  of  Tuftice. 

'  The  PretenCons  of  thefe  Prinjces  ought,  indeed^  to  have 
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been  more  attentively  confidered^  when  this  Guaranty  was  An.  15.  Geo.U. 
firft demanded  ;  for  his  eviacht,  that  either  no  fuch  Com-         _'74»» 
pad  oaght  to  liave  been  made,  or  that  it  ought  now  to  be  ^ 
obferved ;  and  that  thofc  who  now  juflify  the  ^eglcdl  of  it, 
by  urging  its  InjufUcc,  ought  to  have  rcfufed  Acceflion  to  it 
for  the  fame  Rcafon.     But  it  is  probable,  that  they  will 
urge  in  their  Defence,  what  cannot  eafily  be  confuted,  that 
tiittr  Confent  was  obtained  by  Mifreprelcntations,    and  that 
he  who  has  promifed  to  do  any  thing  on  the  Suppofltion 
that  it  is  right,  is  not  bound  by  that  Promife,  when  he  has 
diicovered  it  to  be  wrong. 

*  But  tho'  Jiiftice  may,  my  Lords,  be  pretended,  I 
am  £ir  from  doubting,  that  Policy  has  in  Reality  fupplied 
the  Motives,  upon  which  thefc  Powers  proceed.  Since  the 
World  is  evidently  governed  more  by  Intereilthan  Virtue, 
I  think  it  not  unreafonable  to  imagine,  that  they  form  their 
Meafbres  according  to  their  own  Expectations  ol  Advantage  ; 
and  as  I  do  not  believe  our  Countrymen  dildnguifhed  from 
the  reft  of  Mankind  by  any  peculiar  Difregard  of  themfelves, 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  examine,  even  in  this  Place, 
whether,  by  reftoring  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  to  its  antient 
Greatnefs,  wc*  (hall  promote  our  own  Happinefs  or  that  of 
die  Empire,  or  of  the  reft  of  Europe. 

*  To  ourfelves,  my  Lords,  I  do  not  fee  what  Afliftance 
can  be  given  in  Time  of  Danger  by  this  Houfe,  however 
powerful,  or  however  friendly ;  for  I  fuppofe,  we  (hall  ne- 
ver filler  it  to  grow  powerful  by  Sea  as  well  as  by  Land, 
and  by  Sea  only  can  we  receive  Benefits  or  Injuries, 

*  What  Advantaj;es  the  re(l  o^  Europe  may  promife  them- 
felves, from  the  Reftoration  of  the  Auflrian  Power,  toay  be 
learned,  my  Lords,  from  the  Hiftory  of  the  great  Emperor 
Charles  the  fifth,  who  for  many  Years  kept  the  World  in 
continual  Alarms,  ranged  from  Nation  to  Nation  with  in- 
ceflant  and  infatiable  Ambition,  made  War  only  for  the  £x- 
tindUon  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  employed  his  Pow- 
er and  his  Abilities  in  harafling  the  neighbouring  Princes, 
and  difturbing  the  Tranquility  of  Mankind. 

*  Nor  did  his  Succeilbrs,  my  Lords,  though  weakened  by 
the  Divifion  of  his  Dominions,  enjoy  their  Power  with  great- 
er Moderation  or  exert  it  to  better  Purpofes.  It  is  well 
known,  that  they  endeavoured  the  Subverfion  of  both  the 
Liberties  and  Religion  of  the  fubordinate  States  of  the  Em- 
pire, and  that  the  great  King  of  Sweden  was  called  into  Ger-* 
mcnvy  as  well  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Proteftant  Religion 
as  of  the  Rights  of  the  Ele<flors. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  is  fo generally  known  and  confefled,  that 
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An.  i6.  Ceo.  11.  Pufendorf^  the  beft  Writer  on  the  Cernan  Conftitution,    has 
J^l*'    ^  declared  it  difadvantaeeous  to  the  Empire  to  place  at  his  Head 
"^  a  Prince  too  powerfiiT  by  his  hereditary  Dominions  :  fincc 

they  will  always  fornifh  him  with  Force  to  opprefs  the  weaker 
Princes ;  and  it  is  not  often  found,  that  he  who  has  the  Power 
to  opprefs,  is  retrained  by   Principles  ofjuftice. 

*  It  appears,  therefore,  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  the  late 
Klc6lion  of  an  Emperor  was  made  with  fuHicient  Regard  to 
the  general  Good,  and  that  therefore,  neither  Policy  nor 
Equity  oblige  us  to  a<ft  in  a  Manner  different  from  the  other 
Powers  who  are  joined  in  the  fame  Engagements,  of  whom 
I  do  not  learn  by  any  of  the  common  Channels  of  Intelli- 
gence, that  any  of  them  intend  the  Support  of  the  Pragma- 
tick  Sancftion.  For  no  News-Paper  or  Pamphlet  has  yet 
informed  us,  that  any  of  the  other  Powers  are  hiring  AuxiJi- 
aries,  or  regulating  the  March  of  their  Troops,  or  making 
any  uncommon  Preparations,  which  may  foretoken  an  Ex- 
pedition again  (I  the  Emperor,  or  his  Allies. 

'  Yet,  my  Lords,  they  are  not  reflraincd  from  attacking 
the  Emperor  by  fo  ftrong  Objeftions  as  may  be  made  to  the 
prefent  Defign  ;  for  they  owe  him  no  Obedience  as  their  So- 
vereign, nor  have  contributed  to  the  Acquifition  of  his  Ho- 
nours ;  they  have  not  like  his  Majcfly  given  their  Votes  for 
his  Exaltation  to  the  Imperial  State,  nor  have  acknowledged 
his  Right  by  granting  him  an  Aid.  They  might,  there- 
tore,  without  ('harge  of  Difloyalty  or  Inconiiftency,  endea- 
vour to  dethrone  him  ;  but  how  his  Majefty  can  engage  in 
any  fiich  Defign,  after  having  zealoufly  promoted  his  Ad- 
vancement, and  confirmed  his  Election  by  theufual  Acknow- 
kclgcinent,  I  am  not  able  to  underhand. 

'  It  is  evident,  that  the  King  of  Prufa  believes  him- 
fcIFrcltrained  by  his  own  Ac^s,  and  thinks  it  abfurd  to  fight 
ag^iinfl  an  Emperor  who  obtained  th<;  Throne  by  his  Choice  ; 
he,  therciore,  has  with  his  ufual  Wifdom  refufed  to  engage 
in  the  Confederacy,  nor  have  either  Promifcs  or  Concefljons 
been  able  to  obtain  more  from  him  than  a  bare  Nenti-ality. 

'  Whether  indeed  any  more  than  a  Neutrality  be  intended, 
even  by  this  pompous  Armament,  for  which  we  are  now  re- 
quired to  provide,  I  may  be  allowed  to  doubt  ;  fince  die 
'J'roops  that  are  hired  at  (o  high  a  Rate  are  fuch,  as  cannot 
asjt  again  it  the  Enemies  of  the  Queen  of  Hun^Jiyy  without 
lireath  of  the  Imperial  Conftitutions. 

It  h^s  been  already  juftly  obfervcd  in  this  Debate,  that 
V  hen  the  Emperor  has  obtained  from   the  Diet  an  Aid   of 
li!'ty  Months,  that  Ati  is  confidered  as  an  authentic  Recogr 
nition  of  his  Title;  nor  can  any  of  the  6V;-wj«  Princes,  af- 
terwards 
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tcrwards  make  War  againft  him,  without  fubjedling  his  Do- An.  x6. Geo. II. 
ffiinions  to  the  Impend  Interdict,  and  lofing  the  Privileges        '74** 
of  his  Sovereignty.  '         ^ 

*  Tliat  the  prcfent  Emperor  has  already  received  this  Ac- 
knowiedgemeuty  and  been  confefled  by  his  Majefty,  as  Elec- 
tor of  Hanover y  to  be  legally  invefted  with  the  Imperial  Dig- 
nity, is  well  known  5  and  therefore,  I  cannot  by  any  Me- 
thod of  reafbning  difcover,  nor  have  yet  found  any  Man  able 
to  inform  me,  why  the  Troops  oi  Hanover  are  chofen  before 
thofe  of  any  other  Nation,  for  a  Defign  which  they  cannot 
execute  without  mining  their  Sovereign,  if  they  fail  ;  and 
infringing  the  Conftitution  of  the  Empire,  ii  they  fliould 
happen  to  fucceed. 

^  I  fliouid,  therefore,  have  imagined,  that  the  Afliftance 
of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  only  prptended,  and  that  the 
Forces  were  only  deiigned  to  breathe  the  Air  of  the  Conti- 
nent, and  to  difplay  their  Scarlet  at  the  Expence  of  Great 
Britain^  had  not  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  third  in  this  De- 
bate informed  us,  that  they  will  in  Reality  march  into  Ger- 
mm ;  a  Defign,  my  Lords,  fo  romantic,  unfeafonable, 
and  dangerous,  that  though  I  cannot  doubt  it  after  fuch 
AlTurances,  I  (hould  not  have  believed  it  on  any  other  ;  a 
Defign  which  I  hope  every  Man  who  regards  the  Welfare 
of  diis  Kingdom  will  indefatigably  oppofe,  and  which  every 
BriioTt  muft  wifh  that  fbme  lucky  Accident  may  fruftrate. 

*  To  fend  an  Army  into  Germanv,  my  Lords,  is  to  hazard 
our  native  Country  without  Necemty,  without  Temptation, 
widiout  Profpe^  or  Poflibility  of  Advantage  ;  it  is  to  engage 
in  a  Quarrel  which  has  no  Relation  to  our  Dominions,  or 
lUghis,  or  Commerce ;  a  Quarrel  from  which,  however  it 
be  decided,  we  can  neither  hope  for  any  Increafe  of  our 
Wealth,  our  Force,  or  our  Influence ;  but  which  may  in- 
volve us  in  a  War  without  End,  in  which  it  will  be  difficult 
to  obuin  the  Vidlory,  and  in  which  we  muft  yet  either  con- 
quer or  be  undone. 

'  Surely,  my  Lords,  an  Expedition  like  this  was  never 
undertaken  before,  without  confulting  die  Parliament,  and 
declaring  the  Motives  on  which  it  was  defigned  :  Surely  ne- 
ver was  any  Snpply  of  this  Nature  demanded,  without  fome 
previous  Difcoveries  to  this  Honfe  of  the  Importance  of  the 
^rvice  for  which  they  were  required  to  provide.  On  this 
Occafion,  my  Lords,  all  the  Councils  or  the  Government 
are  covered  by  a  Cloud  of  afFefted  Secrecy ;  nor  is  any 
Knovfledge  of  our  Affairs  to  be  gained,  but  from  Papers 
vblch  are  not  to  be  regarded  here,  th^  printed  Votes  ot  the 
^thcr  Houfe. 

*  I  aKi 
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An.  16  Geo.  11.     I  am  always,  my  Lonls,    inclined  to  fufped  unufual  Se- 
1742.         crecy,  and  to  imagine,  that  Men  either  conceal  their  Mca- 
^  fures,  becaufe  they  cannot  defend  them  ;  or  affedc  an   Ap- 
pearance of  concealing  them,  when  in  Reality  they  have 
yet  projedled  nothing,  and  draw  the  Veil  with  uncommon 
Care,  only  left  it  fhould  be  difcovered  that  there  is  nothing 
behind  it  i  as  when   Palaces  are  (hewn,  thofe  Apartments 
which  are  empty,  are  carefully  locked  up. 

*  To  confcfs  my  Opinion  without  Refervc,  I  am  not  fo 
x^uch  inclined  to  believe,  that  our  MinKlry's  Defigns  arc  fo 
bad  as  that  they  defign  nothing ;  and  fufpedl  that  this  mighty 
Army  fo  lavilhly  paid,  and  coUedled  from  fuch  diftant  Parts, 
is  to  regulate  its  Motions  by  Accident,  and  to  wait  without 
A<5liou,  'till  foroe  Change  in  the  State  of  Europe  fhall  make 
it  more  eafy  for  our  Minifters  to  form  their  Scheme. 

*  I  hope,  my  Lords,  tliat  by  fome  Accident  more  favou- 
rable than  we  have  at  prefent  Reafon  to  cxped,  our  Ger^ 
man  Expedition  will  be  retarded,  till  our  Minifters  ihall 
awaken  from  their  prefent  Dream  of  delivering  Europe 
from  the  French  Ambition,  and  of  rcftoring  the  antient 
Greatnefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Juflria,  I  hope  every  Day,  as  it 
adds  to  their  Experience,  will  diminifli  that  Ardour  which 
is  generally  the  Effeft  of  imperfeA  Views,  which  is  com- 
monly raifed  by  partial  Coniiderations,  and  ends  in  inconfi- 
derable  Undertakings.  I  hope  they  will  in  Time  think  it  no 
Advantage  to  their  Fellow-Subjedts  to  be  doomed  to  fight 
the  Battles  of  other  Nations,  and  to  be  called  out  into  every 
Field,  where  they  fhall  happen  to  hear,  that  Blood  is  to  be 
fhed.  I  hope  they  will  be  taught  that  the  only  Bufinefe  of 
Great  Britain  is  Commerce  ;  and  that  while  our  Ships  pafs 
unmoldled,  we  may  fit  at  Eafe  whatever  be  the  Defigns  or 
Aiftions  of  the  Potentates  on  the  Continent,  tliat  none  but 
naval  Power  can  endanger  our  Safety,  and  that  it  is  not  ne- 
cefFary  for  us  to  enquire,  how  Foreign  Territories  are  diftri- 
buted,  what  Family  approaches  to  its  Plxtinftion,  or  where 
a  SuccelFor  will  be  found  .to  any  other  Crown  than  tliat  of 
Great  Britain. 

'  *  If  thefe  Maxims  were  once  generally  underftood,  fromhow 
much  Perplexity  would  our  Counfcls  be  fet  free  ?  How  ma- 
nvThoulandsof  our  Fellow-Subje(fls  would  be  preferved  from 
Slaughter  ?  And  how  much  would  our  Wealth  be  increafed, 
by  wving  thofe  Sums  which  are  yearly  fquandered  in  idle 
Expeditions,  or  in  Negotiations  equally  ufelefs,  and  perhaps 
equally  expenfive  ?  H^  thefe  Principles  been  received  by  our 
Forefathers,  we  might  now  have  given  Laws  to  the  World, 
and  perhaps  our  Pofterity  will  wi^  equal  Reafons  fay,  How 

happy. 
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happy,  how  great  and  forQudable  they  fhould  have  bccn,Aji,  i6.  G«o.ir, 
had  not  iveatiempted  to  fix  and  to  hold  die  Balance  of  Power,        1 74a* 
and  n^leded  the  Intereft  of  our  Coontry  for  the  Preferva-  ^  ^'^  ^ 
tion  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  / 

'  Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  and 
enforce  my  Opinion  of  the  Meafures,  in  which  our  Minifters 
have  engaged  the  Nation  ;  and  hope,  that  I  (hall  not  be  ac* 
cufed  of  being  influenced  in  my  Determinations  by  perfbnal 
Prejudices,  nor  of  having  chang'd  my  Opinions  with  regard 
to  pnblick  Affairs,  in  confequence  of  any  Change  of  the  Per- 
fons  by  whom  they  are  conduced.  For  if  my  Sentiments 
have  ever  been  thought  important  enough  to  be  retained  in 
Memory,  I  can,  with  the  utmoft  Confidence,  appeal  to  all 
thofe  who  can  recoiled  what  I  have  formerly  faid,  when  the 
Re-efbd>liihment  of  the  Houfe  of  Atiftria  was  the  Snbjedt  of 
our  Confttitations  ;  and  defy  the  moft  rigorous  and  attendve 
Examiner  of  my  Conduct,  to  prove,  that  there  ever  was  a 
Time,  in  which  I  thought  it  neceflary  or  expedient  for  the 
Britijh  Nation  to  be  entangled  in  Disputes  on  the  Continent, 
or  to  employ  her  Arms  in  regulating  the  Pretenfions  of  con* 
tending  Powers. 

*•  I  was  always  of  Opinion,  my  Lords,  that  Peace  is  the 
moft  eligible  State,  and  that  the  Eafe  of  Security  is  to  be  pre- 
ferr'd  to  the  Honour  of  Vidory.  I  always  ^pught  Peace 
particularly  neceflary  to  a  trading  People ;  and  as  I  have  yet 
found  no  Reaibn  to  alter  my  Sentiments,  and  as  Auxiliaries 
cannot  be  of  any  Ufe  but  in  Time  of  War,  I  (hall  endeavour 
to  promote  Peace  by  joining  in  the  Motion.' 

The  Earl  olChlmndeley  fpoke  to  the  following  Effed : 
My  Lords  J 

^  Notwithrtanding  the  atrocious  Charges  which  have  been  ^^^^^»<*»<*<^«y 
urged  with  fo  much  Vehemence  againft  the  Miniftry  ;  not- 
withftanding  the  Folly  and  Abfurdity  which  fbme  Lords  have 
imagined  themfelves  to  have  difcover'd  in  the  prefent  Mea- 
fures, I  cannot  yet  prevail  upon  myfelf,  whatever  may  be 
my  Veneration  for  their  Integrity,  or  my  Confidence  in  their 
Abilities,  to  approve  the  Motion  for  which  they  fo  earneftly 
contend. 

*  To  comply  with  this  Motion,  my  Lords,  would  be,  in 
my  Opinion,  to  betray  the  general  Caufe  of  Mankind,  to 
interrupt  the  Succefs  of  the  Aflerters  of  Liberty,  and  give 
up  all  the  Continent  nt  once  to  the  Honic  of  Bourhfiy  to  de- 
feat all  the  Meafures  of  our  Anccftors  and  ourfelves,  and  to 
invite  the  Opprellbrs  of  Mankind  to  extend  their  Claims  of 
univcrfal  Dominion  to  the  Ifland  of  Great  Britain* 

'  Of 
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Aa.  i6.Geo.II.  *  Of  the  Meafures  which  wc  lire  now  to  confider  I  think 
|74**  the  Defence  at  once  obvious  and  vmanfwerablc  ;  and  (hould 
advife,  that  in  (lead  of  exerting  an  uielefs  Sagacity  in  uncer- 
tain Conje<5lures  on  future  Events,  or  difplaying  unfcalbnabie 
Knowledge  by  the  Citation  of  Authorities,  or  the  Recolie<ai- 
on  of  ancient  B'adls,  every  Lord  fhould  attentively  compare 
the  State  into  which  Europe  was  reduced  foon  after  the 
Death  of  the  late  Emperor,  with  that  in  which  it  now  ap- 
pears ;  and  inquire  to  what  Caufes  fuch  fudden  and  impor- 
tant Changes  are  to  be  afcribed.  He  will  then  eafily  difrover 
the  Efficacy  of  the  Brltijh  Meafures ;  and  be  convinced,  that 
nothing  has  been  omitted  which  the  Iniercft  of  tliis  Nation 
required. 

'  ^Vhen  I  hear  it  ask'd  by  the  noble  Lords,  What  Effcds 
have  been  produc'd  by  our  Armaments  and  Expences  ?  For 
what  End  Auxiliaries  are  hired,  and  why  our  Armies  are 
tranfportcd  into  Flamfcrs  >  I  cannot  but  fufpe6t,  my  Lords, 
that  this  Affcdlation  of  Ignorance  is  only  intended  to  irritate 
their  Opponents  ;  that  they  fupprefs  Fa^ts  with  which  they 
arc  well  acquainted,  only  that  they  may  have  an  Opportuni- 
ty of  giving  Vent  to  their  Paffions,  of  difplaying  their  Ima- 
gination in  artful  Reproaches,  and  exerciGng  their  Eloquence 
in  (plendid  Declamations.  I  believe  they  hide  what  they 
know  where  to  find,  only  to  oblige  others  to  the  Labour  of 
producing  it  ;  and  ask  Qiieftions,  not  becaufe  they  want  or 
defire  Information,  but  becaufe  they  hope  to  weary  thole 
whofe  Stations  condemn  them  to  the  Task  of  anfwering 
them. 

*  The  Efre<fls,  my  Lords,  which  the  AfUftancc  given  by 
us  to  the  Queen  of  Hun'rary^  have  already  produced,  are 
the  Recovery  of  one  Kingdom,  and  the  Safety  of  the  reft, 
the  Exclufion  of  the  Spaniards  from  Ttaly  on  the  one  Part, 
and  on  the  other  the  Confinement  of  them  in  it,  without  ei- 
ther the  Supplies  for  War,  or  theNeceflariesof  Life. 

*  Thcfe,  my  Lords,  are  furely  great  Advantages  ;  but 
thefe  are  not  the  greateft  which  we  have  Reafon  to  hope. 
Our  Vigour  and  RefoKuion  have  at  lafl  animated  the  Dutch 
to  fulj3cnd  for  a  Time  their  Attention  to  Trade  and  Money, 
and  to  confider  what  they  feldom  much  regard,  the  State  of 
other  Nations  ;  the  moft  rich  and  powerful  of  their  Provin- 
ces have  already  cietermin'd  to  concur  in  the  Re-eilablilhment 
of  the  TToiire  o{  AulUia  ;  and  it  the  Approbation  of  the  reft 
be  ncccfTiry,  it  is  likely  to  be  obtained  by  the  fame  Method 
of  Procccoiug, 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  we  have  a  Profpedl  of  doing  that 
which  the  Minifters  of  Queen  AnnCy  whofe  Fidelity,  Wif- 
dora,  and  Addrefs,  have  been   fo  often  and  lb  invidioufly 

com- 
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commended^  thought  their  greateft  Honour,  and  the  firongeft  An.  i6.  Geo.  n. 
Proof  of  their  Abilities.     We  may  foon  form  another  Con-         1742. 
federacy  againft  the   Houie  of  iourhn,  at  a  Time  when  ^■■^V'^    J 
Lewis  XIV.  is  not  at  its  Head,  at  a  Time  when  it  is  ex- 
haofted  by  expenfivc  Projefts  ;    and  when,    therefore,  it 
cannot  make  tne  fame  Reuftance  as  when  it  was  before  at- 
lack'd 

*  By  porfiiing  the  Scheme  which  is  now  formed,  widi 
Steadtncls  and  Ardour,  we  may  perhaps  reinftate  all  thofe 
Nations  in  their  Liberties,  whom  Cowardice  or  Negligence^ 
or  Credulity  have,  during  the  laft  Century,  delivered  up  to 
the  Ambition  of  France  j  we  may  confine  within  its  ancient 
Limits,  that  fwelling  Monarchy,  which  has  from  Year  to 
Year  torn  down  the  Boundaries  of  its  Neighbours,  and  di(a- 
ble  it  for  Ages  from  giving  any  new  Alarms  to  Mankind, 
and  from  making  any  other  Enorts  for  the  Acquiiition  of 
univerfal  Dominion  ^  we  may  re-eilablifh  the  Houfe  of  j^u* 
flria  as  the  great  Barrier  of  the  World,  bv  which  it  is  prc- 
ierved  on  one  Part  from  being  laid  wafte  oy  the  Barbarity  of 
the  Turks  J  and  on  the  other  from  being  enflaved  by  politer 
Tyrants,  and  over-run  by  the  Ambition  oi  France, 

'  Elevated  with  fuch  Succefs,  and  encouraged  by  fuch 
Profpe^s,  we  ought  fnrely,  my  Lords,  to  prefs  forward  in 
a  Path,  where  we  have  hitherto  found  no  Di/Ecialties,  and 
which  leads  diredlly  to  folid  Peace  and  Happinefs,  which  no 
Dangers  or  Terrors  can  hereafter  interrupt :  We  ought,  in- 
ilead  of  relaxing,  to  redouble  our  Efforts  ;  and  to  remember^ 
that  by  exerting  all  our  Strength  and  all  our  Influence  for  a 
Ihort  Time,  we  (hall  not  only  fecure  ourfelves  and  our  Poftc- 
rity  from  Infolence  and  Oppreflion,  but  (hail  eftablifh  the 
Tranquility  of  the  World,  and  promote  the  general  Felicity 
of  the  Human  Species.  / 

*  For  thefe  great  Purpofes,  my  Lords,  arc  thofe  Auxilia- 
ries retained,  which  fome  Lords  now  require  to  be  difmifs'd, 
and  thole  Armies  tranfported,  which  Part  of  the  Nation  is 
by  fidfe  Reports  inclined  to  recall  ;  but  I  hope  that  fuch  un- 
reafbnable  Demands  will  not  be  gratified,  and  that  the  Faith 
of  Treaties,  the  Ties  of  Friendfhip,  the  Call  of  Juftice,  and 
the  Expectations  of  our  Allies  will  eafily  prevail  upon  your 
Lordfliips  to  defpife  the  Murmurs  of  Prejudice,  and  the 
Outcries  of  Faction.' 

Then  the  Earl  of*  Bath  fpoke  to  the  following  l£eSt  : 

My  Lor-isy  i  /»  ♦u 

*  Ji%  lam  far  from  tliinking,  that  my  Advice  or  Opinion  ""of  Bitii» 

can 
*  So  created  in  July,  1742.    See  before  Pt  224. 
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An.  i6*  G€o«  n.  can  be  of  any  Ufe  in  this  illof^rions  Aflembly,  I  (hould  have 
^74^»        liftencd  in  Silence  to  this  Debate,  important  as  it  is,  had  I 
not  thought  it  my  Duty,  to  defend  here  what  I  approved  in 
the  Council  ;  and  conuder'd  it  as  an  A^  of  Cowardice  and 
Meannefs  to  fell  paffivcly  down  tiie  Stream  of  Popularity, 
^^  ^'^"^^       ^    and  to  fufFer  ifly  Reafon  and  my  Integrity  to  be  overborn 
./^y^^'t^n  ^  A^f^   by  the  Noife  of  vulgar  Clamours,    which  have  been  raifed 
y  _^  /  ,    againft  the  Meafures  of  the  Government  by  the  low  Arts  of 

^ac  t.^f<^f^'^f^  ^    fetaggeration,  fellacious  Reafonings,  and  partial  Reprelcn- 
1  ^  ^  *^/!/  C  tations.     It  is  not  without  Concern,  my  Lords,  that  even 

^f*T^^  o%'/'«  ^  —  in  this  Houfe  I  obferve  fome  Inclination  to  gratify  the  Pre- 
judices of  the  People,  and  to  confirm  them  in  their  Contempt 
of  the  Foreign  Troops,  by  the 'poor  Artifice  of  contemptu- 
ous Language.  To  difpute  about  Words,  is  indeed  feldom 
uleful  ;  and  when  Queltions  fo  weighty  as  thefe  are  before 
us,  may  be  joftly  cenfured  as  improper.  I  (hall  therefore 
only  obferve,  that  the  Term  Menenariesy  which  is  in  the 
Motion  apply 'd  to  the  Forces  of  Hancjcry  Teems  defign'd 
rather  to  affcdt  the  Paflions  than  influence  the  Rca(bn,  and 
intended  only  to  exprefs  a  Partiality  which  cannot  be  jufti- 
fied. 

*  But  it  is  far  more  neceflary,  my  Lords,  to  confidcr  up- 
on what  Motives  the  Troops  of  Hanover  were  hired,  than 
by  what  Denomination  they  may  molt  properly  be  called  ; 
and  therefore,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  explain  the  Reafon s 
which  induced  the  Miniflry  to  retain  them,  and  whidi,  I 
fuppofe,  have  prevailed  upon  the  Commons  to  provide  for 
their  Support, 

*  It  has  been  asked,  Why  the  Troops  of  Hanover  were 
preferred  to  thofe  of  any  other  Nation  ?  And  it  has  been  in- 
finuated,  that  our  Determination  was  influenced  by  Motives 
very  different  from  that  Regard  which  every  Briton  owes  to 
the  Intereft  of  his  native  Country.  But  to  this  Imputation, 
however  fpecious  and  however  popular,  it  may  be  with  great 
Security  replyM,  that  there  was  no  Preference,  becaufe  there 
was  no  Choice  ;  that  there  was  a  NecefEty  for  hiring 
Troops,  and  that  no  other  Troops  were  to  be  obtained  ; 
and  whoever  (hall  endeavour  to  invalidate  this  Defence,  muft 
engage  in  an  Undertaking  of  which  I  can  boldly  affirm,  that 
he  will  find  it  very  difncult.  He  muft  (hew,  what  Power 
would  have  been  able  or  willing  to  have  fumifhed  us  with 
Troops  on  this  Occafion  ;  and  I  am  confident,  tliat  whoever 
(hall  with  this  Defign  take  a  deliberate  Survey  of  the  feveral 
Kingdoms  and  States  of  EuropCy  will  find,  that  there  is  no 
other  Prince  to  whom  we  could  have  apply *d  on  this  Occafi- 
on, without  greater  Inconveniences  tlian  can  reafonably  be 
feared  from  the  prefent  Stipulation  vvith  Hanover, 

'  The 
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'  The  Reafbns,  indeed,  for  which  thi$  Stipulation  was  An.  t6.  Geo.  II, 
made,  appeared  fo  ftrong,  when  it  was  coniider'd  in  the       JJ^ 
Council,  that  it  was  unanimoufly  determined  neceflary  ;  nor  ^ 
was  tfaeConduiion  haflily  made  in  an  Allembly  of  particular 
Perlbns  who  might  be  fuipedted  of  favouring  it  from  private 
Views,  and  of  being  convened  on  Purpofe  to  put  it  in  Exe- 
cution :  It  was  debated  by  a  great  Number  with  great  So- 
lemnity ;  nor  can  any  Man  lay,  that  he  only  yielded  to 
what  he  found  it  in  vain  to  oppofe  ;  for  the  Confent  given 
was  not  a  tacit  Acauiefcence  but  a  verbal  Approbation.     So 
far  was  tliis  Part  of  our  Meafures  from  being  the  Advice  of 
any  fingle  Man,  or  tranfadted  with  that  (blicitous  Secrecy, 
which  is  the  ufual  Refuge  of  bad  DeCgns. 

*  It  has  been  aflerted  likewife,  my  Lords,  and  with  much 
greater  Appearance  of  Juftice,  that  this  whole  Defign  has 
been  formed  and  conduced  without  the  Concurrence  or 
Approbation  of  the  Parliament  ;  and  that  therefore  it  can  be 
conftder^d  only  as  a  private  Scheme  to  be  executed  at  the 
publick  Expence,  as  a  Plan  formed  by  the  Miniftry  to  ag- 
grandife  or  ingratiate  themfelves  at  the  Hazard  of  the  Na« 
tion. 

*  But  even  this,  my  Lords,  is  aMifi-eprefentation,  though 
a  Mif^eprelentation  more  artful  and  more  difEcult  to  defeat  ; 
becaufe  in  order  to  the  JuiHfication  of  our  Meafures,  it  is 
neccflkry  to  take  a  Review  of  paft  Tranfadtions,  and  to  con- 
Gdcr  what  was  neceflarily  implied  by  former  Determinations 
of  the  Parliament. 

'  The  Period,  my  Lords,  to  which  this  Conflderation 
will  neceflarily  carry  us  back,  is  the  Time  at  which,  after  the 
bte  tedious  War,  a  Peace  was,  on  whatever  Terms,  conclud- 
ed with  France,  It  is  well  known,  that  the  Confederates 
demanded,  among  other  Advantages,  a  Ceffion  of  that  Part 
o{ Flanders y  which  had  been  for  many  Years  in  thePoileffion 
oi  Spain y  and  which  open'd  a  Way  by  which  the  Ambition  of 
the  Houie  of  Bourbon  might  make  Inroads  at  Pleafure  into 
the  Dominions  of  eidier  the  Aujlrians  or  Dutch .  This  they 
were  immediately  interefled  in  preventing  ;  and  as  we  knew 
the  NeccfUty  of  preferving  the  Equipoifc  of  Power,  we  like- 
wife  were  remotely  engag'd  to  promote  any  Meafures  bv 
which  it  might  be  fecur'd.  In  this  Demand  therefore  all 
the  Confederate  Powers  naturally  united,  and  bv  their  united 
Influence  enforced  Compliance.  But  tho'  it  was  eafy,  with 
no  great  Profundity  of  political  Knowledge,  to  dilcover  from 
whom  thefe  Provinces  fhould  be  taken  away,  yet,  to  whom 
they  (hould  be  given,  was  aQueftion  of  more  Difficulty;  fince 
they  might  add  to  the  Power  that  had  Opportunities  of  im- 
proving 
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An.  16.  Geo.  !!•  proving  them,  fuch  anincreafe  of  Commerce  and  Wealth, 
174*.  Sis  might  defeat  the  End  for  which  they  were  demanded,  and 
*  deftroy  t,he  Balance  of  Power,  by  transferring  too  much 
Weight  into  another  Scale.  And  Mankind  has  learned,  my 
Lords,  by  Experience,  that  exorbitant  Power  will  always  pro- 
duce exorbitant  Pride ;  that  veiy  few,  when  they  can  opprefs 
with  Security,  will  be  contained  within  the  Bounds  of  Equity 
by  the  Reftraints  of  Morality  or  of  Religion ;  and  that  there- 
fore die  only  fure  Method  of  eftabli(hing  a  lading  Peace  is  to 
divide  Power  fo  equally,  that  no  Party  may  have  any  certain 
Profpeft  of  Advantage  by  making  War  upon  another. 

'  For  this  Reafon,  my  Lords,  it  was  apparently  contrary 
to  our  Intereft,  to  grant  thofe  Provinces  to  thofe  to  whom 
by  their  Situation  they  might  have  been  moft  ufeful.  Such 
Countries,  and  fuch  Manufaftures  in  the  Hands  of  a  People 
verfed  perhaps  beyond  all  others,  btfth  in  the  Science  and  the 
Stratagems  of  Trade,  and  always  watchful  to  improve  every 
Opportunity  of  increafing  their  Riches,  would  have  enabled 
tliem  in  a  (hort  Time  to  purchafe  an  Intereft  in  the  Councils 
of  all  the  Monarch  s  of  the  World,  to  have  maintained  Fleets 
diat  might  have  covered  the  Ocean,  and  to  have  obtained 
that  univerfal  Dominion  to  which  die  French  have  fo  long 
afpired,  and  which  it  is  perhaps  more  for  the  Intereft  of 
Mankind,  that  if  Slavery  cannot  be  prevented,  they  fhould 
obtain,  as  they  perhaps  would  ufc  their  Power  with  more 
Generofity. 

'  The  fame  Realbn,  my  Lords,  naturally  made  the  Z>K/t^ 
unwilling  to  put  thefe  Provinces  in  the  Hands  of  Great  Bri- 
tain  ;  for  we  likewife  make  a  Profrflion  of  Trade,  though 
we  do  not  purfue  it  with  the  fame  Ardour,  or  to  confefs  the 
Truth,  with  the  fame  Succefs  2  It  was  not  however  to  be 
imagined,  that  there  would  not  be  found  among  us  fome 
Men  of  Sagacity  to  difcern,  and  of  Induftry  to  improve  the 
Opportunities,  which  the  new  Dominions  would  have  putinto 
our  Hands  of  vending  our  Manufaifhires  in  Parts,  where  at 
prefent  they  are  very  litde  known.  Nor  was  this  the  only 
Danger  to  be  feared  from  fuch  an  Increafe  of  Dominions  z 
The  Dutch  have  not  yet  forgotten,  that  though  we  at  firft 
refcued  them  from  Slavery,  patronifed  the  Infancy  of  their 
State,  and  continued  our  Guardianlhip,  till  it  was  grown  up 
to  Maturity,  and  enabled  to  fupport  itfelfbyi^ts  own  Strength, 
yet  we  afterwards  made  very  vigorous  Attempts  to  reduce  it 
to  its  original  Weaknefs,  and  to  fink  it  into  Pupillage  again; 
that  we  attempted  to  invade  the  moft  eilential  Part  of  its 
Rights,  and  to  prefcribe  the  Number  of  Ships  that  it  (hould 
maintain.     They  know  likewife,  my  Lords,  that  by  the 

natural 
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n&toral  Rotation  of  human  Affairs^  the  fame  Counfels  may  in  ^-  x^*  G€«.II* 
fome  future  Reign  be  again  purfued,  or  that  fomc  unavoid-  ^      J74» 
able  COnflid  of  Intereft  may  produce  a  Con  tell  that  can  be 
decided  only  by  the  Sword  ;  and  then  it  may  eaflly  be  per* 
ceive^,  how  much  they  would  be  endangered  by  tlie  Neigh- 
bourhood of  jffr///)^  Garrifons,  and  of  Countries,  where  we 
might    maintain    numerous  Armies   at  a  very  finall  Ex- 
pence.     It  is  therefore  no  Subjeftof  Wonder,  that  a  Nation 
much  lefs  fubtile  than  the  Dutch  (hould  find  out  how  much  it 
was  their   Intereft,  that  we  fhould  be  confined  within  the 
Limits  of  out  own  Ifland  ;  and  that  we  (hould  not  have  it  in 
our  Power  to  attack  them  with  Armies  as  well  as  Fleets, 
and  at^nce  to  obilruft  their  Commerce  and  invade  their 
Country. 

*  There  remained,  therefore,  my  Lords  no  Power  but  the 
Emperor  to  whom  thefe  Provinces  could  be  configned ;  and 
to  him,  therefore  tliey  were  given,  but  given  only  in  Tnift 
for  the  joint  Advantage  of  the  whole  Confederacy  ;  he  in- 
deed enjoy *d  their  Revenues,  on  Condition  that  he  fhould 
fupport  the  Garrifons  neceflary  to  their  Defence;  but  he  can- 
not transfer  them  to  any  other  Power,  or  alienate  them  to  the 
Detriment  of  thofe  Nations  who  concurred  in  acquiring 
them. 

*  It  may  not  be  improper,  my  Lords,  to  obfervc,  that  on 
this  Contraft  depends  the  Juftice  of  our  Conduft  with  Regard 
to  the  Company  eftabliflied  at  C?/?r;7</,  for  carrying  on  aTrade 
to  the  Eafl  Indies.  Thefe  Provinces  were  granted  to  the 
Confederate  Powers,  and  configned  to  the  Emperor  to  be 
enjoyed  by  him  for  the  Common  Benefit :  It  was,  therefore, 
plainly  intended  by  this  Contra^,  that  he  fhould  ufe  none  of 
the  Advantages  which  thefe  new  Dominions  afforded  him,  to 
the  Detriment  of  thofe  Powers  by  whofe  Gift  he  enjoyed 
them  ;  nor  could  it  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Dutch  and  Englifh 
debarred  each  other  from  thofe  Opportunities  of  Trade,  only 
to  enable  the  Emperor  to  rival  them  both, 

*  The  Towns,  therefore,  my  Lords,  were  at  this  Time 
determined  by  the  Parliament  to  be  the  general  Property  of 
all  the  Confederate  Powers,  acquired  by  their  united  Arms, 
and  to  be  preferved  for  their  common  Advantage,  as  the 
Pledge  of  Peace,  and  the  Palladium  of  Europe,  If,  there- 
fore it  fhould  at  any  Time  happen,  that  they  fliould  be 
endangered  either  by  the  Weaken efs  or  Negleft  of  any  one 
of  thofe  Powers,  the  refl  are  to  exert  their  Right,  ana  en- 
deavour their  Prefervation  and  Security  :  Nor  is  there  any 
new  Stipulation  or  Law  neceflary  for  this;  fince  with  RefpeA 
t9  the  Confederates  it  is  implied  in  the  original  Stipulation^ 
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174^         Approbation  which  was  beftowed  upon  that  Contrad^  when 
J  it  was  made. 

^  The  Time,  my  Lords,  in  which  this  common  Right  is 
to  be  exerted  is  now  arrived  ;  the  Queen  oi Hungary  itwuM 
in  her  hereditary  Dominions,  and  prefled  on  every  Side  by  a 
general  Combination  of  almoft  all  the  furrounding  Princes, 
declares  herfelf  no  longer  able  to  fupport  the  Garrifons  of 
the  Barrier  ;  and  informs  us,  that  (he  mtends  to  recal  her 
Troops  for  the  Defence  of  their  own  Country.  What  then 
is  more  apparent,  my  Lords,  than  that  either  thele  Towns 
muft  fall  again  into  the  Hands  of  the  French y  and  Jthat  we 
fhall  be  obliged  to  recover  them,  if  they  can  ever  be  recover- 
ed, at  the  JExpencc  of  another  ten  Years  War  ;  or  that  ei- 
ther we  or  the  Dutch  mufk  fend  Troops  to  fupply  the  Place  of 
thofe  which  the  Neceflities  of  their  Sovereign  oblige  her  to 
withdraw? 

'  That  the  Towns  of  Flanders  fhould  be  refigned  gratui- 
toufly  to  France y  that  the  Enemies  of  Mankind  (houJd  be 
put  inPoflellion  of  the  ftrongeft  Bulwarks  in  the  World,  fur- 
rounded  by  Fields  and  Pamires  able  to  maintain  their  Gar- 
rifons without  Expcnce,  will  not  be  propofed  by  any  of  this 
Houfe.  But  it  may  eafiJy  and  naturally  be  objcded,  that 
the  Dutch  ought  to  garriion  thefe  Towns  as  more  nearly 
intereAed  in  their  Prefervation,  and  more  commodioufly 
fituated  for  their  Defence;  nor  can  it  be,  indeed,  denied, 
that  the  Dutch  may  be  juftly  cenfured  for  their  Negleft,  as 
they  appear  to  leave. the  common  Caufe  to  our  Protc^on, 
and  to  prefer  their  Commerce  and  their  £a{e  to  their  own 
Safety  and  the  Hapftinefs  of  Europe^ 

'  This,  my  Loras,  has  been  very  warmly  afferted  in  their 
own  Aflembhes,  nor  have  there  been  wanting  Men  of  Spirit 
and  Integrity  amongft  them,  who  have  defpi(ed  the  Gold  and 
Promifes,  and  detected  the  Artifices  of  France^  who  have 
endeavoured  by  all  the  Arts  of  Argument  and  Periuafion  to 
roufe  their  Countrymen  to  Remembrance  of  their  former 
Danger,  and  to  an  Inquiry  into  their  real  Intered ;  who 
have  advifed  the  Levy  of  new  Forces,  and  the  Eflablifhmcnt 
of  a  new  Confederacy;  who  have  called  upon  the  State  to 
face  Danger  while  it  is  yet  diftant,  and  to  fecare  their  own 
Country  by  pouring  their  Garrifons  into  the  Towns  and 
Citadels  by  which  their  Frontiers  are  proted^ed. 

*  If  their  Arguments,  however  juft,  have  not  yet  attained 
their  End,  it  is  to  be  imputed  to  their  Conflitution  embarrafled 
by  th«  Combination  of  different  Interefts,  which  muft  be 
ceconciled,  before  any  Refolution  can  be  formed  ;  a  (Ingle 
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Town,  mvLordsy  can,  byrefoiing  itsConfent,  put  a  Stand  An.x6.  Cecil. 
to  the  mou  neceflary  Defiens,  and  it  iseafiiy  to  be  imagined,  ^     ^4^ 
that  by  a  Monarch  equally  crafty  and  rich,  a  fingle  Town  '     ' 
may  ibmetimes  be  bribed  into  Meafojres  contrary  to  the  pub* 
Hcklntereft. 

Bot,  my  Lords,  the  Negligence  of  the  Dutch  is  a  Motive 
which  ong^t  to  incite  us  to  Vigour  and  Difpatch  ;  fince  it  is 
not  for  the  Sake  of  the  Dutch  but  ourfelves,  that  we  defire  the 
Snppreffion  of  France,  If  the  Dutch  are  at  length  convinc- 
ed of  the  £afe  of  Slavery,  and  think  Liberty  no  longer 
worth  the  Labour  of  preferving  it,  if  they  are  tired  with  3ic 
Task  of  labouring  for  the  Happinefs  of  others,  and  have 
ibrfaken  theStand  on  which  they  were  placed,  as  the  general 
Watch  of  the  World,  to  indulge  themfelvesin  Tranquillity 
and  Slumber,— —let  not  us,  my  Lords,  give  way  to  the 
fame  InBitnation,— let  not  us  look  with  Neglect  on  the 
Deluge  that  rollstowards  us  till  it  hasadvanced  too  far  to  be 
refifted.  Let  us  remember,  that  we  are  to  owe  our  Prefer- 
vation  only  to  ourfelves^  an4  redouble  our  EflForts  in  Pro- 
portion as  others  negledt  their  Duty.  Let  us  fhew  Mankind, 
that  we  are  neither  afraid  to  (land  up  alone  in  Defence  of 
Jofiice  and  of  Freedom,  nor  unable  to  maintain  the  Caufe 
that  we  have  undertaken  to  aflert. 

*  But  if  it  fliouldbe  thought  by  any  of  this  noble  Aflembly^ 
that  the  Concurrence  of  the  Dutch  is  abfoluteiy  neceflary  to  a 
Profped  of  Succefs,  it  may  be  realbnably  aniwer'd,  that  by 
engaging  in  Meafures  which  can  leave  no  doubt  of  either  our 
Power  or  our  Sincerity,  the  Concurrence  of  the  Dutch  is 
moil  likely  to  be  obtained.  By  this  Method  of  Proceeding, 
my  Lords,  was  formed  the  laft  mighty  Confederacy  by  which 
the  Houfe  of  Btatrben  was  almoft  fhaken  into  Ruins.  The 
Dutch  then,  as  now,  were  flow  in  their  Determinations,  and 
perhaps  equally  diffident  of  their  own  Strength  and  our  Firm- 
nefs  ;  nor  did  they  agree  to  declare  War  againft  France^  till 
we  had  tranfported  ten  thoufand  Men  into  Flanders y  and 
convinced  them  that  we  were  not  inviting  them  to  a  mock 
Alliance,  but  that  we  really  intended  the  Reduction  of  that 
Nation  which  had  fo  long  extended  itfelf  without  Interrupti- 
on, and  threatened  in  a  (hort  Time  to  fwallow  up  all  tho 
Wcftern  Nations. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears,  that  the  Meafures  which 
have  been  punued  are  juft,  politick  and  legal  ;  that  they 
have  been  prefcribed  by  the  Determinations  of  former  Parlia- 
ments, anci  therefore  cannot  be  ceniu  red  as  arbitrary;  and  that 
th<ry  have  a  Tendency  to  the  Prefervation  of  thofe  Territories 
which  it  was  once  thought  fo  much  Honour  to  acquire:  And 
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An.  i6.  Geo.  II.  it  may  be  yet  further  urged,  that  tho*  they  arc  to  be  confi- 
1742.  der'd  only  as  the  firft  Tendencies  to  fecure  greater  Defigns, 
they  have  already  produced  Effects  apparently  to  the  Advan- 
tage of  the  Common  Caufe,  and  have  obliged  the  French  to 
delift  from  their  Purfuit  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary ^  and  rather 
to  inquire  how  they  (hall  return  Home  than  how  they  (hall 
proceed  to  farther  Conquefts. 

*  In  Condemnation  of  thefe  Meafures,  my  Lords,  it  has 
indeed  been  urged,  that  a  moderate  Condudl  is  always  eligi- 
ble ;  and  that  nothing  bnt  Ruin  and  Confiifion  can  be  ex- 
pe^ed  from  Precipitation  and  Temerity,  Moderation,  my 
Lords,  is  a  very  captivating  Sound  ;  but  I  hope  it  will  have 
now  no  Influence  on  this  Aflembly,  becaufe  on  this  Occaiion 
it  cannot  properly  be  employ 'd.  I  have  always  been  taught^ 
that  Moderation  is  only  ufeful  in  forming  Determinadons 
or  Defigns,  but  that  when  once  Convidtion  is  attained.  Zeal 
is  to  take  Place ;  and  when  a  Defign  is  planned,  it  ought  to 
be  executed  with  Vigour. 

'  The  Queftion  is  not  now,  my  Lords,  whether  we  ihall 
fupport  the  Queen  o(  Hungary y  bnt  in  what  Manner  (he  (hall 
be  fupported  ;  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  doubted,  but  diat 
fuch  Support  (hould  be  granted  her  as  may  be  cffeftnal :  And 
I  believe  it  will  not  be  thought  that  we  can  aflift  her,  with- 
out exerting  an  uncommon  Degree  of  Vigour,  and  (hewing, 
that  we  confider  ourfetves  as  engag'd  in  a  Caulc  which  can- 
not be  abandoned  without  Diigraceand  Ruin. 

'  If  the  noble  Lord  had,  before  he  enter'd  upon  his  En- 
comium on  Moderation,  confider'd  what  EfFeds  could  be 
promifed  from  his  favourite  Virtue,  he  would  have  had  no 
Inclination  to  difplay  his  Eloquence  upon  it.  By  Moderati- 
on, my  Lords,  uninterrupted  Moderation  of  more  than 
twenty  Years,  have  we  become  the  Scorn  of  Mankind,  and 
cxpofed  ourfelves  to  the  Infults  of  almoft  every  Nation  in 
the  World.  By  Moderation  have  we  betray 'd  our  Allies, 
and  fufFer'd  our  Friendship  to  lofe  all  its  Value.  By  Modera- 
tion have  we  given  up  Commerce  to  the  Rapacity  of  an  Ene- 
my, formidable  only  for  his  Perlcverance,  and  fuBlered  our 
Merchants  to  be  ruin'd,  and  our  Sailors  to  be  enflaved.  By 
Moderation  have  we  permitted  the  French  to  grafp  again  at 
general  Dominion,  to  over-run  Germany  with  their  Armies, 
and  to  endanger  again  the  Liberties  of  Mankind  ;  and  by 
continuing  for  a  very  few  Years  the  fame  laudable  Modera- 
tion, we  (hall  probably  encourage  them  to  (hut  up  our  Ships 
in  our  Harbours,  and  demand  a  Tribute  for  the  U(e  of  the 
Channel. 

^  I  need  not  obferve  to  your  Lordfhips^  that  all  the  great 
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Adions  that  have  in  all  Ages  been  atchieved  have  been  the  An.  t6,  Geo.  IT. 
£/Fe^s  of  RcfbJution,  Diligence,  and  daring  Activity,  Vir-  ^  ^4a» 
.tucs  wholly  oppofite  to  the  Calmnefs  of  Moderation,  I  need 
jiot  oblerve,  that  the  Advantages  enjoy'd  at  prefent  by  the 
French^  are  the  Coniequences  of  that  Vigour  and  fixpeditioH 
by  which  they  are  difUnguifhed,  and  which  the  Form  of 
tbcir  Government  enables  them  to  exert.  Had  they,  my 
l<ords,  inflead  of  pouring  Armies  into  the  Auftrian  Domini- 
ons, and  procuring  by  the  Terror  of  their  Troops  the  Elec- 
tion of  an  Emperor,  purfued  thcfe  Meafures  'of  Moderation 
which  have  been  fo  pathetically  recommended,  how  cafily 
had  their  Defigns  been  defeated  ?  Had  they  loft  Time  in 
perfaading  the  Queen  of  Hungary  by  a  folemn  Embaily  to 
^e^gn  her  Dominions,  or  attempted  to  influence  the  Diet  by 
amicable  Negotiations,  Armies  had  been  levied,  and  the 
Pafies  of  Germany  had  been  fhut  againft  them  ;  they  bad 
been  oppofed  on  the  Frontiers  of  their  own  Dominions  by 
Troops  eqnally  numerous  and  warlike  with  their  own,  and 
inftead  of  impofing  a  Sovereign  on  the  Empire,  had  been 
perliaps  purfued  into  their  own  Country; 

^  But,  my  Lords,  whether  Moderation  was  not  recom- 
mended to  them  by  fuch  powerful  Oratory  as  your  Lordlhips 
have  heard,  or  whether  its  Advocates  met  with  an  Audience 
not  eafily  to  be  convinced,  it  is  plain  that  they  fcem  to  have 
aAed  upon  very  different  Principles,  and  I  wifli  their  Policy 
had  not  been  fo  ftrongly  juftified  by  its  Succefs.  By  fending 
an  Army  into  Germany^  my  Lords,  when  there  were  no  For- 
ces ready  tooppofe  them,  they  reduced  all  the  petty  Princes 
to  immediate  Submifiion,  and  obliged  thofe  to  welcome  them 
as  Friends,  who  would  gladly  have  united  againft  them  as 
the  inveterate  Enemies  of  the  whole  Germanic  Body  j  and 
who,  had  they  been  firmly  joined  by  their  Neighbours  under 
a  general  Sen(e  of  their  common  Danger,  would  have  eafily 
railed  an  Army  able  to  have  repelled  them. 

^  This,  my  Lords,  was  the  EfFea  of  Vigour,  an  Effea 
very  different  from  that  which  we  had  an  Opportunity  of  ex-* 
periencing  as  the  Confequence  of  Moderatien  s  it  was  to  nd 
Porpofe  that  we  endeavoured  to  alarm  Mankind,  by  Remon* 
ftranccs,  and  to  procure  Affiftance  by  Intreaties  and  Solici- 
tations ;  the  univcrfal  Panic  was  not  to  be  removed  by  Ad- 
vice and  Exhortations ;  the  Queen  of  Hungary  muft  have 
funk  under  the  Weight  of  a  general  Combination  againft  her, 
had  we  not  at  laft  rifen  up  in  her  Defence,  and  with  our 
Swords  in  our  Hands,  fet  an  Example  to  the  Nations  of 
EuropCy  of  Courage  and  Generofity. 

'  It  then  quickly  appeared,  my  Lords,  how  little  is  to 
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An.  16.  Geo.  II.  be  cxpcfied  from  cold  Perfuafion,  and  how  ncceflkrv  it  is,  that 
"74*  he  who  would  engage  others  in  a  Task  of  Difficulty  (hould  (hew 
^  himfelf  willine  to  partake  of  the  Labour  which  he  recom- 
mends. No  (ooner  had  we  declared  our  Refolution  to  fulfil 
our  Stipulations,  and  ordered  our  Troops  to  march  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Queen  oi  Hungary ^  than  other  Princes  difcovcr- 
ed  that  they  had  the  fame  Dilpofitions,,  though  they  had  hi- 
therto thought  it  prudent  to  conceal  them  ;  that  they  equal- 
ly with  ourtelves  hated  and  feared  the  French^  that  they 
were  defirous  to  reprefs  their  Infblence  and  oppoie  their 
Conquefts,  and  only  waited  for  the  Motions  of  lome  Power 
who  might  (land  at  the  Head  of  the  Confederacy,  and  lead 
them  forwards  againft  the  Common  Enemy. 

*  The  liberal  Promifes  of  Dominion  made  by  the  French , 
by  which  the  Sovereigns  of  Germany  had  been  tempted  to 
concur  in  a  DeCgn  which  they  thought  themfelves  unable  to 
oppofe,  were  now  no  longer  regarded  ;  they  were  confidered 
only  as  theBoafls  of  imaginary  Greatnefs,  which  would  at  lad 
vanifh  into  Air  ;  and  as  every  one  of  them  knew,  that  the 
ultimate  Defign  of  France^  wastoopprefs  equally  her  Enemies 
and  Friends,  they  wifely  defpifed  her  Offers,  and  either  de- 
fifted  from  the  Defigns  to  which  they  had  been  incited  by 
her,  or  declared  themfelves  ready  to  unite  againft  her. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  has  been  the  Confequence  of  aflembling 
the  Army,  which  by  the  Motion  now  under  our  Confidcrati- 
on  fomeof  your  Lord  (hips  feem  deiirous  to  disband,  an  Incli- 
nation of  which  I  cannot  difcover  from  whence  it  can  arife. 
For  what,  my  Lords,  muft  be  the  Confequence,  if  this  Mo- 
tion (hould  be  complied  with  ?  What  but  the  total  Defbudion 
of  the  whole  Syflem  of  Power,  which  has  been  fo  laborioofly 
formed  and  fodrongly  compacted  ?  What  but  the  immediate 
Ruin  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftr'ta^  by  which  the  French  Ambition 
has  been  fb  long  retrained  ?  What  but  the  Subverfion  of 
the  Liberties  of  Germany y  and  the  Eredtion  of  an  univerfal 
Empire,  to  which  all  the  Nations  of  the  Earth  muft  become 
ValFals  ? 

'  Should  theAiudliary  Troops  be  disbanded,  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  would  find  what  Benent  fbe  has  received  from  them, 
by  the  Calamities  which  the  Lofs  of  them  would  immediately 
bring  upon  her.  All  the  Claims  of  all  the  neighbouring 
Princes,  who  are  now  awed  into  Peace  and  Silence,  would 
be  revived,  unci  every  one  would  again  believe,  that  nothing 
was  to  be  hoped  or  feared  but  firom  France.  The  French 
would  again  rufh  forward  to  new  InvaCons,  and  fprcad  Defo- 
lation  over  other  Countries,  and  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  would 
be  more  weakened  than  by  the  Lofs  of  many  Battles  in  its 
prefent  State. 
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*  The  Support  of  the  Honfc  of  jfuflria  appears  not,  in-  /^„.  ,^.  Geo.lI. 
deed,  much  to  engage  the  Attention  of  thok  by  whom  this  *  17^. 
Motion  is  fupported.  It  has  been  reprefented  as  a  Hou)e 
equally  ambiaous  and  perfidious  with  that  of  Bourbon^  and 
equally  an  £nemy  both  to  Liberty  and  to  true  Religion:  And 
a  very  celebrated  *  Author  has  bieen  quoted  to  prove^  that  it 
is  the  Intereil  of  the  (Jertnans  themlelvcs  to  lee  a  Prince  at 
their  Head,  whole  hereditary  Dominions  may  not  incite  him 
to  exert  the  Imperial  Power  to  the  Difadvantage  of  the  infe- 
rior Sovereigns. 

'  In  order  to  the  Confideration  of  theie  Obje£tions,  it  is 
neceflary  to  obferve,  my  Lords,  that  national  Alliances  are 
not  like  Leagues  ot  Friendfhip,  the  Confcqiiences  of  an  A- 
greement  ot  Difpofition,  Opinions,  and  Affctitions,  but  like 
Aifociations  ot  Commerce  formed  and  continued  by  no  himi- 
litude  of  any  Thing  but  Intcrelt.  It  is  not  therefore  ntcelTA-  " 
ry  to  enquire  what  the  Houlc  of  Auftna  has  dcferved  from  us 
or  from  Mankind  ;  becaufe  Intereii,  not  Grutitude,  engages 
us  to  ibpport  it.  It  is  ufelefs  to  urge,  that  it  is  equally  iaith- 
lefs  and  cruel  with  the  Houfeof  Bow  ton,  becaufe  the  Queihoa 
b  not,  whetlier  both  (hall  be  deilroy'd,  but  whether  one 
fhould  rage  without  ControuK  It  is  fuificient  for  us  tuat 
their  intereft  is  oppofite,  and  that  Religion  and  Liberty  may 
be  preierv'd  by  their  mutual  Jealoufy.  And  I  confcfs,  my 
Lords,  that  were  the  Aujhians  about  to  attain  unlimited 
Power  by  the  oonqueft  or  Inheritance  of  France  SLnd^J>am^  it 
woold  be  no  lefs  proper  to  form  Confederacies  againft  them. 

<  The  TefBmony  which  has  been  produced  ol  the  Conve- 
nience c^  a  weak  £mperor,  is  to  be  conhder'd,  my  Lords^ 
as  the  Opinion  of  an  Author  whofe  Birtli  and  Employment 
had  tainted  him  with  an  inveterate  Hatred  of  the  Honfe  of 
AuflriOy  and  filled  his  Imagination  with  an  habitual  Dread 
of  the  Imperial  Power.  He  was  bom,  my  Lords,  in  Sweden^ 
a  Country  which  had  fofTer'd  much  by  a  long  War  againfl 
the  £mperor,  he  wa»  a  Minifter  to  the  Eledors  of  Branden' 
burgh  +,  who  naturally  looked  with  Envy  on  the  Superiority 
of  Auflria,  and  could  not  but  wifli  to  fee  a  weaker  Prince 
upon  the  Imperial  Throne,  that  thdr  own  Influence  might 
be  greater ;  nor  can  we  wonder,  that  a  Man  thus  born  and 
thns  fapported  (hould  adopt  an  Opinion,  by  which  the  Pride 
of  hisMafler  would  be  flattered,  and  perhaps  the  Intereft  of 
his  own  Country  oromoted. 

<  It  is  likewiie,  my  Lords,  to  be  remarked,  that  there 
was  then  no  fuch  Neccffity  for  a  powerful  Prince  to  ftand  at 
the  Head  of  the  Germans^  and  to  defend  them  with  his  own 
Torccs  till  they  could  unite  for  their  own  Prefervation.    The 

U  3  Power 

-  *  3itor\  Puflfcndwf,  t  Now  King  of  PnilHa* 
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A^.  x6.  Geo.  II,  Power  of  France  had  not  then  arrived  at  its  prcTent  Height, 
1742'        nor  had  their  Monarchs  openly  threatened  to  enflave  all  the 
'  Nations  of  Eurofe.     The  Princes  of  the  Empire  had  then  no 
Oppreflion  to  fear,  but  from  the  Emperor  ;  and  it  was  no 
>yonder,  that  when  he  was  their  only  Enemy,  they  wiihcd 
that  his  Power  was  reduced. 

*  How  much  the  State  of  the  Continent  is  now  changed, 
is  not  neceiTary  to  mention,  nor  what  Alteration  that  Change 
has  intioduc'cf  into  the  Politicks  of  all  Nations  ;  thofe  who 
formerly  dreaded  to  be  overwhelmed  by  the  Imperial  Greac- 
nefs  can  now  only  hope  to  be  fecured  by  it  from  the  Torrent 
of  the  Power  of  France  ;  and  even  thofe  Nations  who  have 
formerly  endeavoured  the  Deftru^ion  of  the  Houfe  of  /iw 
flHa,  may  now  rejoice,  that  they  are  fhelter*d  by  its  Inter- 
pofition,  from  Tyrants  more  adive  and  more  opprellive. 

^  But,  my  Lords,  though  it  (hould  be  granted  that  the 
Houfe  of  y^UjQria  ought  not  to  be  fupported,  it  will  not,  in 
my  Opinion,  follow,  that  this  Motion  deferves  our  Approba- 
tion ;  becaufe  it  will  reduce  us  to  a  State  of  Imbecility,  and 
condemn  us  to  (land  as  paflive  Speiflators  of  the  Difturbances 
of  the  World,  without  Power  and  without  Influence,  ready 
to  admit  theTyrapt  to  whom  Chance  (hall  allot  us,  and  re- 
ceive thofe  Laws  which  the  prevailing  Ppwer  fhall  vouchfafc 
to  tranfinit. 

*  Whether  we  ought  to  fupport  the  Houfe  of  Aiiflrtaj  to 
prevent  its  utter  Subverfion,  or  rcflore  it  to  its  former  Great- 
nefs,  whatever  may  be  my  private  Opinion,  I  think  it  not 
on  this  Occafion  necelTary  to  aflert ;  it  is  fufficient  to  induce 
ns  to  rejeft  this  Motion,  that  we  ought  to  be  at  lead  in  a 
Condition  that  may  enable  us  to  improve  thofe  Opportunities 
that  may  beoiFered,  and  to  hinder  the  Execution  of  any  De- 
fig  n  that  may  threaten  immediate  Danger  to  our  Commerce 
or  our  Liberty. 

*  Another  popular  Topick,  my  Lords,  which  has  been 
ecchoed  on  the  prefent  Occafion,  is  the  Happinefs  of  Peace, 
and  the  Blcfling  of  uninterrupted  Commerce  and  undilhjrb'd 
Security.  We  are  perpetually  told  of  the  Hazards  of  War, 
whatever  may  be  the  Superiority  of  our  Skill  or  Courage,  of 
the  Certainty  of  the  Expences,  the  Bloodfiied,  and  tlieHard- 
fhips,  and  Doubtfulnefs  of  the  Advantages  which  we  may 
hope  from  them  ;  and  it  is  daily  urged  with  great  Vehemence, 
that  Peace  upon  the  hardeft  Conditions  is  preferable  ro  i^i^^ 
Honour  of  Gonquefts,  and  the  PXlivity  of  Triumphs. 

*  Thefe  Maxims,  my  Lords,  which  are  generally  true  in 
the  Senfe  which  their  Authors  intended,  may  be  very  pro- 
perly urged  agamft  the  wild  DeCgns  pf  Ambition,  and  the 

rbmantick 
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romantick  Undertakings  of  wanton  Greatnefs ;  but  have  no  An.  16.  Geo.  H, 
Place  in  the  prefent  Inquiry  which  relates  to  a  War  not  made         1741, 
by  Caprice  but  forced  upon  us  by  Necefliry ;  a  War  to  which  W  ^^-  *»J 
aU  the  Encomiums  on  Peace  mnft  in  reality  incite,  becaufc 
Peace  alone  is  the  End  intended  to  be  obtained  by  it. 

'  Of  the  NecefTity  of  Peace  to  a  trading  Nation  it  ^s  not 
poflible,  my  Lords,  to  be  ignorant ;  and  therefore  no  Man 
can  be  imagined  to  propofe  a  State  of  War  as  eligible  in  it- 
fclf.     War,  my  Lords,  is  in  my  Opinion  only  to  be  chofen, 
when  Peace  can  be  no  longer  enjoyed,  and  to  be  continued 
only  till  a  Peace  fccure  and  equitable  can  be  attained.     In  the 
prefi^nt  State  of  the  World,  my  Lords,  we  fight  not  for 
JLaurels,    nor  Conquefts,    but  for  Exiftence.     Should  the 
Arms  of  France  prevail,  and  prevail  they  muft  unlefs  we 
oppo/c  them,  the  Britons  may  in  (hort  Time  be  no  longer 
a  Nation,  our  Liberties  will  be  taken  away,  our  Gonftitu- 
tion  deftroyed,  our  Religion  perfecuted,  and  perhaps  our 
Name  abolilh'd.  * 

*  For  the  Prevention  of  Calamities  like  thefe,  not  for  the 
Prcfervation  of  the  Houfe  of  AuftnOf  it  is  neceflary,  my 
Lords,  to  colleft  an  Army ;  for  by  an  Army  only  can  our 
Liberties  be  prelerved,  and  fuch  a  Peace  obtained,  as  may 
be  enjoyed  without  the  Imputation  of  Supinenefs  and  Stu* 
pidity. 

'  Of  this  the  other  Houfe  appears  to  be  fufficiently  con- 
vinced, and  has  therefore  granted  Money  for  the  Support  of 
the  Auxiliary  Troops,  nor  do  I  doubt  but  your  Lordfhips 
will  concur  with  them,  when  you  (hall  fully  confider  the 
Motives  upon  which  they  may  be  fiipposM  to  have  proceeded, 
and  refledt,  that  by  difmiffing  there  Troops,  we  (hall  facri- 
fice  to  the  Ambition  of  France,  the  Houfe  of  /^uftria^  the 
Liberties  of  EuropCy  our  own  Happinefs,  and  that  of  our 
Pofterity ;  and  that  by  refblvlng  to  exert  our  Force  for  a 
Ihort  Time,  we  may  place  the  Happinefs  of  Mankind  be* 
yond  the  Reach  of  Attacks  and  Violation. 

Then  the  Earl  oiCheftsrfiM  ftood  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows :   JU  Chefterfidd, 
My  Lordsy 

*  The  Confideratjons  which  were  laid  before  you  by  the 
noble  Lords  who  made  and  leconded  the  Motion,  are  fo  im- 
portant in  themfelves,  and  have  been  urged  with  fb  much 
Force  and  Judgment,  that  I  (hall  not  endeavour  to  add  any 
new  Arguments  ;  fince  where  thofc  fail  v/hich  have  been  al- 
ready oner'd,  it  is  not  likely  that  any  will  be  cffciftual :  But 
I  (hall  endeavour  to  preferve  them  in  their  full  Force  by  re-^. 
laovinp  the  Objccticns  which  have  been  made  to  them. 

*  Tlvo 
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An.  i6.  Geo.  II.  <  The  firft  Confidcration  that^  claims  our  Attention  is  the 
'74^*  Reverence  due  to  the  Parliament,  to  the  ereat  Council  of 
the  Nation,  which  ought  always  to  be  coniulted,  when  any 
important  DcGgn  is  formed,  or  any  nfw  Meafures  adopted, 
cfpecially  if  they  are  fuch  as  cannot  be  defeated  by  being 
made  publick,  and  fuch  as  an  uncommon  Degree  of  Expence 
is  necefTary  to  fupport. 

*  Thefe  Principles,  my  Lords,  which  I  fuppofe  no  Man 
will  conteft,  have  been  fo  little  regarded  by  the  Miniftry  on 
the  prefent  Occafion,  that  they  feem  to  have  endeavoured  to 
difcover  by  a  bold  Experiment,  to  what  Degree  of  Servility 
Parliaments  may  be  reduced,  and  what  Infults  they  will  be 
taught  to  bear  without  Refentmcnt ;  for  they  have,  without 
the  leafl  previous  Hint  of  their  Defign,  made  a  Contrad  for 
a  very  numerous  Body  of  Mercenaries,  nor  did  they  conde- 
fcend  to  inform  the  Parliament,  till  they  aik'd  for  Money  to 
pay  for  them. 

*  To  execute  Meafures  firft  and  then  to  require  the  Appro- 
bation of  the  Parliament,  inllead  of  the  Advice,  is  lureJy 
fuch  a  Degree  of  Contempt  as  has  not  often  been  (hewn  m 
the  moft  arbitrary  Reigns,  and  fuch  as  would  once  have  pro* 
voked  fuch  Indignation  in  the  other  Houfe  that  there  would 
have  been  no  Need  in  this  of  a  Motion  like  the  prefent. 

^  But,  my  Lords,  in  Proportion  as  the  other  Hou(e  feems 
inclined  to  pay  an  implicit  SubmilTion  to  the  Didates  of  the 
Minillry,  it  is  our  Duty  to  increafe  our  Vigilance,  and  to 
convince  our  Feliow-Subjedls,  by  a  fteady  Oppofidon  to  all 
Encroachments,  that  we  are  not,  as  we  have  been  (bmetimes 
filled,  an  ufelefs  Affembly,  but  the  laft  Refort  of  Liberty, 
and  the  chief  Support  of  the  Conftitution, 

*  The  prefent  l>t^%Ti  of  thofe,  who  have  thus  dared  to 
trample  upon  our  Privileges,  appears  to  be  nothing  Icfs  than 
that  of  reducing  the  Parliaments  oi  Great  Britain  to  the  fame 
abjedl  Slavery  with  thofe  of  France ;  to  fliew  the  People  that 
we  are  to  be  confidercd  only  as  their  Agents  to  raifc  the  Sup- 
plies which  they  (hall  be  pleafed,  under  whatever  Pretences, 
to  demand,  and  to  regifter  fuch  Determinations  as  they  (hall 
condcicend  to  lay  before  us. 

*  This  Invafion  of  our  Rights,  ray  Lords,  is  too  flagrant 
to  be  born,  tho'  the  Meafures  which  we  are  thus  tyranni- 
cally required  to  fupport,  were  really  conducive  in  themfelvcs 
to  the  Intereft  of  Great  Britain:  This  indeed  might  rcafon- 
ably  have  been  expelled,  for  what  Head  can  be  imagined  fb 
ill  formed  for  Politicks  as  not  to  know,  tliat  the  firft  Ads  of 
arbitrary  Power  ought  to  be  in  themfelvcs  popular,  that  the 
Advantage  of  the  EfFeit  may  be  a  Balance  to  the  Means  by 
which  it  is  produced. 

'  But 
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^  Bat  thde  wonderful  Politicians^  my  Lords,  have  heap- An.  i6.Gco.li 
ed  one  Blonder  upon  another,  they  have  dilgofled  the  Nation       '74«* 
both  by  die  Means  and  the  End  ;  and  have  infulted  the  Par-  ^ 
liament  with  no  other  View  than  that  of  plundering  the  Peo- 
ple :  They  have  ventured  without  the  Confent  of  the  Parlia- 
ment to  purfue  Meafures,  of  which  it  is  obvious,  that  they 
were  only  kept  fecret,  becaufe  they  eafily  forefaw,  that  they 
would  not  be  approved, 

*  For  that  the  Hire  of  Mercenaries  from  Hanover y  my 
Lords,  would  have  been  rejeded  with  general  Indignation; 
that  the  Propofal  would  have  produced  Hides,  rather  than 
Cenfures ;  and  that  the  Arguments  which  have  been  hither- 
to ded  to  fiipport  it,  would,  if  perfonal  Regards  did  not 
make  them  of  fome  Importance,  produce  Laughter  oftner 
than  Replies,  cannot  fnrely  be  doubted. 

'  It  has  been  {aid,  in  Vindication  of  this  wife  Scheme, 
that  no  other  Troops  could  be  obtained  but  thofe  oi  Hanover ; 
an  Aflertion  which,  I  hope,  I  may  be  allow'd  to  examine, 
becauie  it  is  yet  a  bare  Aflertion  without  Argument,  and 
againil  Probability ;  Cnce  it  is  generally  known,  how  wil- 
lingly the  Princes  of  Germany  have  on  all  former  Occafions 
lent  out  their  Subjeds  to  Deilrudtion,  that  they  might  fill 
their  Coffers  with  their  Pay ;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  that  there 
is  now  in  the  fame  Country  the  ufual  Super-abundance  of 
Men,  and  the  ufual  Scarcity  of  Money.  I  make  no  QuefH* 
on,  my  Lords,  that  many  a  (J^rwAw  Prince  would  gladly  fur- 
nifh  us  with  Men  as  a  very  cheap  Commodity,  and  think 
himleif  fuffidently  rewarded  by  a  fmall  Subhdy.  There 
could  be  no  ObjeAion  to  thefc  Troops  from  the  Conftitiition 
of  the  Empire,  which  is  not  of  equal  Force  againfl  the  Forces 
of  Hanover ;  hor  do  I  know  why  they  fhould  not  rather 
have  been  employ  *d,  if  they  could  have  been  obtained  at  a 
cheaper  Price. 

-*  The  Abfurdity  of  paying  Levy-Money  for  Troops  regu- 
larly kept  up,  and  of  hiring  them  at  a  higher  Rate  than  was 
ever  paid  for  Auxiliaries  before,  has  been  fo  flrongly  urged 
and  fo  fully  explained,  that  no  Reply  has  been  attempted  by 
thofe  who  iFave  hitherto  oppofed  the  Motion,  having  rather 
endeavoured  to  Sverr  onr  Attention  to  Foreign  Confidera- 
tions  than  to  vindicate  this  Part  of  the  Contradl,  which  is 
indeed  too  fhameful  to  be  palliated,  and  too  grofs  to  be 
overlooked. 

'  It  is  however  proper  to  repeat,  my  Lords,  that  tho'  it 
cannot  be  confuted,  it  may  be  forgotten  in  the  Multitude  of 
other  Ohj/v^s,  tb.at  this  Nation,  after  having  exalted  the 
Elcdor  of  Hanover,  from  a  State  of  Obfcurity,  to  the  Crown, 

is 
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An*  1 6.  Geo.n.is  eondemned  to  hire  the  Troops  of  Hanover  to  fight  their 
22^t     J  own  Caufe^  to  hire  them  at  a  Rate  which  was  never  de- 
manded for  them  before,  and  to  pay  Levy -Money  for  them, 
though  it  is  known  to  all  Europe,  that  they  were  not  raifed 
on  this  Occafion. 

*  Nor  is  thi»  the  only  Hardfliip  or  Folly  of  this  Contrad ; 
for  we  are  to  pay  them  a  Month  before  they  march  into  our 
Service,  we  are  to  pay  thofe  for  doing  nothing,  of  whom  it 
might  have  been,  without  any  unreafonable  Expedtations, 
hoped,  that  they  would  have  exerted  their  utmoft  Force 
without  Pay. 

'  For  it  is  apparent,  my  Lords,  that  if  the  Defigns  of 
France  be  fuch,  as  the  noble  Lords  who  oppofe  the  Motion 
reprefent  them^^  Hanover  is  mnch  nearer  to  Danger  than 
Great  Britain  ;  and  therefore  they  only  fight  for  their  own 
Prefervation  ;  fince  though  they  have  for  a  fingle  Year  been 
blefled  with  a  Neutrality,  it  cannot  be  imagined,  that  the 
fame  Favour  will  be  always  granted  them,  or  that  the  French^ 
when  they  have  over-run  all  the  reft  of  Germany,  will  not 
annex  Hanover  to  their  other  Dominions. 

*  Befides,  my  Lords,  it  is  well  known,  that  Hansver  is 
equally  engaged  by  Treaty  with  Great  Britain  to  maintain 
the  Pragmatick  SandHon,  and  that  a  certain  Proportion  of 
Troops  are  to  be  furnifhcd.  But,  my  Lords,  as  to  the  March 
of  that  Body  of  Forces  I  have  yet  heard  no  Account ;  will 
any  Lord  fay  that  they  have  marched  ?  I  therefore  fuppole, 
that  the  Wifdom  and  Juflice  of  our  Minifters  has  corapre- 
liended  them  in  the  Sixteen  Thoufand  who  are  to  fatten  up- 
on Britijh  Pay,  and  that  Hanover  will  fupport  the  Pragma- 
tick  Sandion  at  the  Coft  of  this  inexhauftible  Nation. 

*  The  Service  which  thofe  Troops  have  already  done  to 
the  Common  Caufe  has  been  urged  with  great  Pomp  of 
Exaggeration,  of  which  what  EfFedl  it  may  have  had  upon 
others  I  am  not  able  to  fay ;  for  my  Part,  I  am  convinced, 
that  the  great  Happinefs  of  this  Kingdom  is  the  Security  of 
the  eftabiirti'd  Succeflion  ;  and  am  therefore  always  of  Opi- 
nion, that  no  Meafures  can  ferve  the  Common  Caufe,  the 
Caufc^of  Liberty  or  of  Religion,  or  of  general  fiappincfs, 
by  which  the  Royal  Family  iofes  the  Afle<5lions  of  the  Peo- 
ple. And  I  can  with  great  Confidence  affirm,  that  no  At- 
tempt for  many  Years  has  railed  a  greater  Heat  of  Refent- 
nsent,  or  excited  louder  Clamours  of  Indignation,  than  the 
Hire  of  Har.'jVf'ian  Troops :  Nor  is  this  Difcontent  raifed 
only  by  artful  Mifrcprefcntations  formed  to  inflame  the  Paf- 
lions  and  perplex  the  Underftanding,  it  is  a  fettled  and  rati- 
onal Difllke  which  every  Day  contributes  to  <;onfirm,  which 

will 
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will  make  all  the  Meafures  of  the  Government  fufpe^led^  and  An.  i6«G«o.  H 
may  in  Time,  if  not  obviated,  break  out  into  Sedition.  '7y« 

'  A  Jealoufy  of  Hanover  has  indeed  for  a  long  Time  pre-  ^ 
vailed  in  the  Nation ;  the  firequent  Viiits  of  our  Kings  to 
their  Eledoral  Dominions,  contrary  to  the  original  Terms  on 
which  this  Crown  was  conferred  upon  them,  have  inclined 
the  People  of  Great  Britain  to  fufpedl,  thai  they  have  only 
the  {econd  Place  in  the  AiTedion  of  their  Sovereign;  nor  has 
this  Su^idon  been  made  lefs,  by  the  large  Accedlons  made 
to  thofe  Dominions  by  Purchafes,  which  the  Eledlors  never 
apjpear'd  able  to  make  before  their  Exaltation  to  the  Throne 
of  Great  Britain^  and  by  (bmc  Meafures  which  have  been 
apparently  taken  only  to  aggrandife  Hantner  at  the  Expence 
01  Great  Britain, 

*  Theft  Meafures,  my  Lords,  I  am  very  far  from  imput- 
ing to  our  Sovereign  or  his  Father ;  the  Wifdom  of  both  is 
lb  well  known,  that  they  cannot  beimagin'd  to  have  incurred, 
cither  by  Contempt  or  Negligence,  the  DifafFcdtion  of  their 
Subjefts,  Tho(e,  my  Lords,  arc  only  to  be  blamed,  who 
concealed  from  them  the  Sentiments  of  the  Nation,  and  for 
the  Sake  of  promoting  their  own  Intereft  betrayed  them,  by 
the  mod  deteilable  and  pernicious  Flattery,  into  Meafures 
which  could  produce  no  other  Effedl  than  that  of  making  their 
Reign  unquiet,  and  of  exafperating  thofe  who  had  concurred 
with  the  warmeft  Zeal  in  fupporting  them  on  the  Throne. 

*  It  is  not  without  an  uncommon  Degree  of  Grief,  that 
I  hear  it  urged  in  Defence  of  this  Contra^,  that  it  was  ap- 
proved by  a  very  numerous  Council ;  for  what  can  produce' 
more  Sorrow  in  an  honef^  and  a  loyal  Breafl,than  to  find  that 
our  Sovereign  is  furrounded  by  Councellors,  who  either  ^o 
not  know  the  Defires  and  Opinions  of  the  People  or  do  not 
regard  them,  who  are  either  fo  negligent  as  not  to  examine 
how  the  AfFedlions  of  the  Nation  may  be  beft  preferved,  or 
lb  rafh  as  to  purfne  thofe  Schemes  by  which  they  hope  to 
gratify  the  King  at  whatever  Hazard,  and  who  for  the  Sake 
of  flattering  him  for  a  Day,  will  ilaue  the  Safety  of  his  Go- 
vernment and  the  Repofc  of  his  Life. 

'  It  has  with  Regard  to  thefe  Troops  been  aflced  by  the 
noHe  Lord,  who  fpoke  M,  what  is  the  Intent  of  this  Moti- 
on but  to  difband  them  ?  What  elfe  indeed  can  be  intended 
by  it,  and  what  Intention  can  be  more  worthy  of  this  auguft 
AlTcmbly  ?  By  a  fteady  Purfuit  of  this  Intention,  my  Lords, 
we  (hall  regain  the  Eftecm  of  the  Nation  which  this  daring 
Invafion  of  our  Privilef^es  may  be  eafily  fuppos'd  to  have  un- 
paired. We  (hall  give  our  Soveieign  an  Opportunity  by* 
gracious  Condefcenfion  to  our  Defires,  to  recover  thofe  Affec- 
tions 


(  9*  ) 
All,  i6.  Ceo.  II«  dons  of  which  the  pernicious  Advice  of  Flatterers  has  depriv- 
174^  ed  him;  we  fhall  obviate  a  Precedent  which  threatens  De- 
ftrndion  to  our  Liberties,  and  (hall  fet  the  Nation  free  from 
an  univerfal  Alarm.  Nor,  in  oar  prefent  State;  is  it  to  be 
mentioned  as  a  trifling  Confideration,  that  we  fhall  hinder 
the  Wealth  of  the  Nation  from  being  ravifh'd  from  our  Mer- 
chants, our  Farmers  and  our  Manufacturers,  to  be  fquan- 
dered  upon  Foreigners ;  and  Foreigners,  from  whom  we  can 
hope  for  no  Advantage. 

'  But  it  may  be  aflied,  my  Lords,  how  the  great  Cau& 
of  Liberty  is  to  be  fup|)orted,  how  the  Houfe  of  Aujfria  is 
to  be  prefcrv'd  from  Kuin,  and  how  the  Ambition  of  France 
is  to  be  reprefled  ?  How  ail  this  is  to  be  efFedled,  my  Lords, 
I  am  very  far  from  conceiving  myfelf  qualified  to  deteimine; 
but  furely  it  will  be  very  little  hindered  by  the  Difmiinon  of 
Troops,  whofe  Allegiance  obliges  them  not  to  fight  againft 
the  Emperor,  and  of  whom  therefore  it  does  not  eaCly  appear 
how  they  can  be  very  u(eful  Allies  to  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary. 

'  But  whatever  Service  is  expedted  from  them,  it  may 
furely,  my  Lords,  be  performed  by  the  fame  Number  of 
Britijh  Troops  ;  and  that  Number  may  be  fent  to  iupply 
their  Place,  without  either  Delay  or  Difficulty,  I  will  ven» 
tare  to  fay,  without  any  Hazard,  if  it  be  objeded,  as  it 
has  often  been,  that  by  fending  out  our  Troops,  we  fhall 
leave  our  Country  naked  to  Invafion,  I  hope  I  may  be  al-t 
low*d  to  a(k  who  will  invade  us  ?  The  French  are  well 
known  to  be  tiie  only  People  whom  we  can  fuiped  of  any 
•fuch  Defign.  They  have  no  Fleet  on  this  Side  of  their  King- 
dom, and  their  Ships  in  the  Mediterranean  are  blocked  up  in 
the  Harbour  by  the  Navies  oi  Great  Britain.  We  fhall  fHll 
have  at  Home  a  Body  of  Seven  Thoufand  Men,  which  was 
thought  a  fufEcicnt  Security  in  the  late  War,  when  the 
Fremh  had  a  Fleet  equal  to  our  own.  Why  we  fhould  now 
be  in  more  Danger  from  without  I  cannot  difcover  ;  and 
with  regard  to  inteftine  Commotions,  they  will  be  prevented 
by  Compliance  with  the  prefent  Motion.  For  nothing  can 
incite  the  People  of  Great  Britain  to  oppofe  thofe  who  have 
openly  difmifs'd  the  Troops  of  Hanover. 

^  But,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  yet  at  all  convinced,  that  tibe 
End  for  which  thofe  Troops  are  faid  to  be  hired,  ought  to 
be  purfued,  or  can  be  attained  by  us ;  and  if  the  End  be  in 
itfelf  improper  or  irapolTible,  it  certainly  follows,  that  the 
Means  ought  to  be  laid  afide. 

*  If  we  coniider  the  prefeiu  State  of  the  Continent,  we 
fhall  find  no  Profpe(5t  by  which  we  can  be  encouraged  to 
hazard  pur  Forces  or  our  Money.     The  King  of  Sardinia 
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has  indeed  declared  for  qs,  and  oppofed  the  Paflage  of  the  An.  16.  G6o.lL 
Spaniards,  bat  he  appears  either  to  be  deficient  in  Courage,  174ft. 

or  in  Prudence,  or  in  Force  ;  for  inflead  of  giving  Battle  on 
his  Frontiers,  he  has  foffered  them,  with  very  little  Refidt,- 
ante,  to  invade  his  Territories,  to  plunder  and  infult  his 
Subjects,  and  to  live  at  hisKxpence  ;  and  it  may  be  fufped- 
edy  that  if  he  cannot  drive  them  out  of  his  Country ,  he  will 
in  Time  be  content  to  purchafe  their  Departure,  by  grant- 
ing them  a  Pailage  thro'  it,  and  rather  give  up  the  Domini- 
ons of  his  Ally  to  be  ravaged,  than  preterve  them  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  his  own. 

*  If  we  torn  our  Eyes  towards  the  Dutck,  we  (hall  not 
be  more  encouraged  toengage  in  the  Wars  on  the  Continent ; 
for  whatever  has  been  aliened  of  their  Readinefs  to  proceed 
in  Conjundtion  with  us,  they  appear  hitherto  to  behold  with 
the  mod  fupine  Tranquillity  the  Subverlion  of  the  German 
Syftem,  and  to  be  fatisfied  with  an  undiihirbed  Enjoyment 
ofihcir  Riches  and  their  Trade.  Nor  is  there  any  Appear- 
ance, my  Lords,  that  their  Concurrence  is  withheld  only  by 
a  fingle  Town,  as  has  been  infinuated ;  for  the  Vote  of  any 
fingjc  Town,  except  A  Jierdam,  may  be  over -ruled,  and  the 
Refolntion  has  palled  the  necellary  Form,  when  it  is  oppofed 
by  only  one  Voice. 

'  If  we  take  a  View,  my  Lords,  of  their  late  Condu^, 
Without  fnflering  our  Defires  to  miflead  our  Underfhindings^ 
We  (hall  find  no  Reafon  for  imagining,  that  they  propole 
any  fudden  Alteration  of  their  Condud,  which  has  been  hi- 
therto conHftent  and  (leady,  and  appears  to  ariie  from  efla- 
blilhed  Principles  which  nothing  has  lately  happened  to  in- 
cline them  to  forfake. 

'  When  they  were  folicited  to  become,  like  ns,  the  Gua- 
rantees of  Hanover f  they  made  no  Scruple  of  returning,  witli 
whatever  Unpolitenefs,  an  abfolute  Renifal ;  nor  could  they 
be  prevail'd  upon  to  grant  what  we  appear  to  think  that  we 
were  hononr'd  in  being  admitted  to  bd^ow.  When  they 
were  called  upon  to  fulfil  their  Stipulation,  and  fupport  the 
l^riematickSan^i^T,  they  evadH  their  own  Contract,  till  all 
AlEiUnce  would  have  been  too  late,  had  not  a  lucky  Difco- 
very  of  the  Freich  Pe»-fidy  feparated  the  King  of  Prujfia  from 
'^  ;  andwhat  Reafon,  my  Lords,  can  be  given,  why  they 
fcould  now  do  what  they  refufed,  when  it  might  have  been 
niuch  more  fafely  and  more  eafiiy  effected  ?  Did  they  fufFer 
Ae  Queen  of  Hunpary  to  be  opprelTed,  only  to  (hew  their 
own  Power  and  Afflncnce  by  relieving  i:cr  ?  Or  can  it  be  ima- 
gincd,  that  Pity  h-s  prevailed  over  Policy  or  Cowardice  ? 
They,  who  in  Contempt  of  their  own  Treaties  refurcu  to 
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An.i6.  Geo*  IL  engage  in  a  Caufe  while  it  was  yet  doubtful,  will  certainly 
^4»«     ^  think  thcmfelves  jufHfied  in  abandoning  it  when  it  is  loft, 
and  wiU  ui^e^   that  no  Treaty  can  obuge  them  to  a&  like 
mad  Men^  or  to  undertake  Impolfibllities. 

'  I  am  tlierefbre  convinced,  my  Lords,  that  they  will  not 
enter  into  an  ofFendve  Treaty,  and  that  they  have  only  en- 
gaged to  do  what  their  own  Intereft  required  from  them 
without  any  new  Stipulation,  to  preferve  their  own  Country 
from  Invafion  by  fending  Garrifons  into  the  Frontier  Towns, 
which  they  may  do  without  any  Offence  to  France,  or  any 
Interruption  of  their  own  Tranquillity. 

'  Many  other  Treaties  have  been  mentioned,  my  Lords, 
and  mentioned  with  great  Oftenution,  as  tbeEfieds  of  con- 
fummate  Policy,  which  will,  I  fufpedl,  appear  to  be  at  leaft 
only  defenGve  Treaties,  by  which  the  contracting  Powers 
promife  little  more  than  to  take  Care  of  themfelves. 

'  In  this  State  of  the  World,  my  Lords,  when  all  the 
Powers  of  the  Continent  appear  benumb'd  bv  a  Lethargy,  or 
(hackled  by  a  Panic,  to  what  purpofe  ihould  we  lavlfh,  in 
hiring  and  tranfporting  Troops,  that  Wealth  which  Contefts 
of  nearer  Importance  immediately  require. 

'  It  is  well  known  to  our  Merchants,  whofe  Ships  are  eve- 
ry Day  feized  by  Privateers,  that  we  are  at  War  with  Spain ^ 
and  that  our  Commerce  is  every  Day  impaired  by  the  De- 
predations of  an  Enemy  whom  only  our  own  NegUgence  en- 
ables to  refift  us ;  but  I  doubt,  my  Lords,  whe^er  it  is 
known  in  Spahy  that  their  Monarch  is  at  War  with  Great 
Britaifiy  otherwife  than  by  the  Riches  of  our  Nation,  which 
are  diftributed  among  their  Privateers,  and  the  Prifoners  who 
in  the  Towns  on  the  Coaft  are  wandering  in  the  Streets.  For 
I  know  no  Inconvenience  which  they  can  be  fuppoled  to 
feel  from  our  Hoftilities,  nor  in  what  Part  of  the  World  the 
War  againft  them  is  carried  on.  Before  the  War  was  de- 
clared, it  is  well  remember'd  by  whom,  and  with  how  great 
Vehemence,  it  was  every  Day  repeated,  that  to  end  the 
War  with  Honour  we  ought  to  take  and  hold.  What,  my 
Lords,  do  we  holdy  or  what  have  we  taken  ?  What  has  the 
War  produced  in  its  whole  Courfe  from  one  Year  to  ano- 
ther, but  Defeats,  Lofles,  and  Ignominy  ?  And  how  ihall 
we  regain  our  Honour,  or  retrieve  our  Wealth  by  engaging 
in  another  War  more  dangerous  but  lefs  neceflary  i  We 
ought  furely  to  humble  Spain  before  we  prefume  to  attack 
France  ;  ana  we  may  attack  France  with  better  Profpeds  of 
Succefs,  when  we  have  no  other  Enemy  to  divert  our  Atten- 
tion, or  divide  our  Forces. 

<  That  we  ought  indeed  to  make  any  Attempt   upon 
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¥rancef  I  am  far  from  being  convinced,  becaufe  I  do  not  Ab.  i6.  Geo.  II« 
now  difcover,  that  any  of  the  Motives  fubfift  which  engaged  ^  i74»« 
us  m  the  laft  Confederacy.  The  Houfe  of  Auflr'ia^  tho*  ' 
overborn  and  diftrefs*d,  was  then  powerful  in  itfelf,  and 
poflefs'd  of  the  Imperial  Crown.  It  is  now  reduced  almoft 
below  the  Hopes  of  Recovery,  and  we  are  therefore  now  to 
reftorc  what  we  were  then  only  to  fnpport.  But  what,  my 
Lords,  is  in  my  Opinion  much  more  to  be  confidered,  the 
Nation  was  then  unanimous  in  One  general  Rcfblution  tore- 
prefs  the  Infblence  of  France  ;  no  Hardihips  wereinfupport- 
able  that  conduced  to  this  great  End,  nor  any  Taxes  griev- 
ous that  were  applied  to  the  Support  of  the  War.  The  Ac- 
count of  a  Vidory  was  efteemed  as  an  Equivalent  to  Excifes 
and  topublick  Debts  ;  and  the  PoiTefTions  of  us  and  ourPo- 
ftcrity  were  cheariully  mortgaged  to  purchafe  a  Triumph 
over  the  common  Enemy.  But,  my  Lords,  the  Difpofition 
ofthe  Natioo  with  regard  to  the  prefent  War  is  very  diffe- 
rent. They  difcover  no  Danger  threatening  them,  they  are 
ncidicr  invaded  in  their  Pofleffions  by  the  Armies,  nor  in- 
tcmiptcd  in  their  Commerce  by  the  Fleets  of  France j  and 
therefore  they  are  not  able  to  find  out  why  they  muft  be  fa- 
crificed  to  an  Enemy  by  whom  they  have  been  long  purfued 
with  the  moft  implacable  Hatred,  for  tlie  Sake  of  attacking 
a  Power  from  which  they  have  hitherto  felt  no  Injury,  and 
which  they  believe  cannot  be  provoked  without  Danger, 
noroppoied  without  fuch  a  Profufion  of  Expence  as  the  Pub- 
iick  is  at  prefcnt  not  able  to  bear. 

'  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  my  Lords,  that  the  Bulk  of 
the  Britifl}  People  are  affedted  with  the  Diftrefles,  or  in- 
flamed by  the  Magnanimity  ofthe  Queen  q^  Hungary,  This 
HJoilrious  Daughter  of  Anftria^  whole  Name  has  been  fo  often 
ecchoed  in  thefeWalls,  and  of  whom  I  am  far  from  denying 
that  (he  deferves  our  Admiration,  our  Gompaffion,  and  all 
the  Affiftance  which  can  be  given  her  confiftently  with  the 
Regard  due  to  the  Safety  of  our  own  Country,  is  to  the 
grcateft  Part  of  the  People  an  imaginary  Princefs,  whofe 
Sufferings,  or  whofc  Virtues  make  no  other  Imprefllon  upon 
tliem  than  thofe  which  arc  recorded  in  fictitious  Narratives, 
nor  can  they  eafily  be  perfuaded  to  give  up  for  her  Relief 
the  Produce  of  their  Lands,  or  the  Profits  oftheir  Commerce. 

*  Some  indeed  there  are,  my  Lords,  whole  Views  are 
pore  extenfive,  and  whofc  Sentiments  are  more  exalted  ;  for 
it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  either  Knowledge  or  Generofity 
arc  confined  to  the  Parliament  or  the  Court ;  but  tliefe,  my 
Lords,  though  they  perhaps  may  more  readily  approve  the 
£nd  which  the  Miniftry  pretends  to  purfue,  arc  Icfs  fatisfied 
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An.  16.  Geo»ir.  with  the  Means  by  which  they  endeavour  to  attain  it.  By 
1 74A*  theie  Men  it  is  eafily  difcovered^  that  the  Hopes  which  fome 
fo  confidently  exprefs  of  prevailing  upon  the  Dutch  to  unite 
with  us  for  the  Support  of  the  Pragmatick  Sandion,  are 
without  Foundation  ;  they  fee  that  their  Confent  to  place 
Garrilbns  in  the  Frontier  Towns^  however  It  may  fumifh  a 
Subject  of  Exultation  to  thofe  whofe  Intereftit  is  to  repreient 
them  as  ready  to  concur  with  us,  is  only  a  new  Proof  of  what 
was  never  doubted,  their  unvariablc  Attention  to  their  own 
Intereft,  fince  they  muft  for  their  own  Security  preferve  thdr 
own  Barrier  from  being  feized  by  France.  By  this  Ad  they 
incur  no  new  Expence,  they  provoke  no  Enemies,  nor  give 
any  Affiftance  to  the  C^^ueen  of  Hungary y  by  which  they  can- 
raife  either  Refentment in  one  Part  or  Gratitude  in  the  other; 
and  therefore  it  is  not  hard  to  percdve  that,  whatever  is 
pretended,  the  Dutch  hitherto  obferve  the  moft  cxaft  Lpaws 
of  Neutrality  ;  and  it  is  too  evident,  that  if  they  refufe  thdr 
Afliftance  we  have  very  little  to  hope  from  a  War  with /><7w^. 
'  Nor  is  this  the  only  Objedlion  againft  the  prejfent 
Meafures,  for  it  is  generally  and  not  without  fuffident  Reafon 
fufpe^ted,  that  the  real  Afliftance  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  is 
not  intended  ;  fince  the  Troops  which  have  been  hired  under 
that  Pretence,  arefuch  as  cannot  march  againft  the  Emperor. 
It  is  known,  that  the  Hefians  have  abfolutely  refufed  to  in- 
fringe the  Conftitution  of  the  Germanic  Body  by  attacking 
him  who  is  by  a  legal  Grant  acknowledged  its  Hewl  s  nor  is 
it  eafy  to  conceive,  why  there  ftiould  be  a  different  Law  for 
Hanover  than  for  the  other  Eleilorates. 

*  The  long  Stay  of  the  Troops  in  Flanders y  a  Place  where 
there  is  no  Enemy  to  encounter  nor  Ally  to  aflift,  is  a  fuffident 
Proof,  that  there  is  nothing  more  defigned  than  that  the 
Troops  of  Hanover  (hall  loiter  on  tlie  Verge  of  War,  and 
recdve  their  Pay  for  feafting  in  their  Quarters,  and  fhew- 
ing  their  Arms  at  a  Review,  and  that  they  in  Reality  defign 
nothing  but  to  return  home  with  full  Pockets,  and  enjoy  the 
Spoils  oi  Great  Britain, 

'  There  may  indeed  be  another  Reafon,  my  Lords,  which 
hinders  the  Progrefs  of  the  united  Forces,  aud  by  which  the 
Britons  and  Hanoverians  may  be  both  affeded,  though  not 
both  in  the  fame  Degree.  It  is  by  no  Means  unlikely,  that 
the  King  of  Pruffia  has  forbidden  them  to  advance,  and  de- 
clared, that  the  Emperor  who  was  chofen  by  his  Suffrage 
(hall  be  fupported  by  his  Armsy  if  this  be  his  Refblution, 
he  is  well  known  to  want  neither  Spirit  norStrength  to  avow 
and  fnpport  it,  and  tlicrc  are  Realous  fufficient  to  convince 
us,  that  he  has  declared  it,  and  that  our  Troops  are  now 
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patiently  waiting  the  Event  of  a  Negotiation  by  which  we  An.  i6.  G«o.II. 
are  endeavouring  to  perfuade  him  to  alter  his  Defign,  if  in-         1 74*- 
deed,  it  be  defired  that  he  fhould  alter  it;  for  it  is  not  cer-  ' 
tain,  tliat  the  Eledlor  of  Hanover  can  defire  the  Refloration 
of  the  Houfe  of  Atftrid  to  an  hereditary  Enjoyment  of  the 
Imperial  Dignity  ;  nor  can  it  eafily  be  fhewn  why  the  Poli** 
ticks  of  one  Houfe  fhould  differ  from  thofe  of  all  the  othei' 
Princes  of  the  German  Empire. 

'  The  other  Princes,  my  Lords,  have  long  wifhed  for  an 
Emperor  with  whom  they  might  treat  upon  the  Level;  an 
Emperor  who  might  owe  his  Dignity  only  to  their  Votes^ 
and  who  therefore  would  be  willing  to  favour  them  in  Grati- 
tude for  the  Benefit.  They  know,  that  the  Princes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aupria  confidered  their  Advancement  to  the  Em- 
pire as  the  Gonfequcnce  of  their  numerous  Forces  and  large 
Dominions,  and  madeUfe  of  their  Exaltation  only  to  tyran- 
nife  under  the  Appearance  of  legal  Right,  and  to  opprcfs 
thofe  as  Sovereigns,  whom  they  would  otherwife  have  har- 
rafled  as  Conquerors. 

*  Before  we  can  therefore  hope  for  the  Concurrence  of  th«! 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  we  muir  inform  them  of  our  Defign, 
if  any  Defign  has  been  yet  laid  out.  Is  it  your  Intention  to 
reflore  the  Houfe  oi  j^uftria  to  the  full  Enjoyment  of  its  for-^ 
mer  Greatncfs  ?  This  will  certainly  be  openly  oppofed  by  all 
thofe  Powers  who  are  ftrong  enough  to  make  Head  againlt  it^ 
and  fecretly  obflrufted  by  thofe  whofe  Weaknefs  makes  them 
afraid  of  publick  Declarations.  Do  you  intend  to  fupport  the 
Pragmatick  San^ion  ?  This  can  onlv  be  done  by  defeating 
the  whole  Power  of  France y  and  for  tfiis  you  mufl  neceflarily 
provide  Troops  who  fhail  dare  to  aft  againfl  the  prefent  Em- 
peror. So  that  it  appears,  my  Lords,  that  we  are  attempt^ 
ing  nothing,  or  attempting  Impoffibilities ;  that  either  we 
have  no  End  in  View,  or  that  we  have  made  ufe  of  an  A* 
ford  Choice  of  Means  by  which  it  cannot  be  attained. 

*  Whatever  be  our  Defign  with  Regard  to  Germany^  thef 
War  againfl  Spam  is  evidently  neglefted,  and  indeed  our 
Condaft  proves  that  we  intend  neither  to  affifl  the  AuftrianSf 
nor  to  minifh  the  Spaniards ;  fnice  we  have  in  a  great  Mea** 
fure  difabled  ourfelves  from  either  by  the  N  eutrality  which 
Captain  Alartin  is  faid  to  have  granted  to  the  King  of  Stcify, 

*  I  am  therefore  convinced,  my  Lords,  that  our  Defigns 
arc  not  fuch  as  they  are  reprefented,  or  that  they  will  not  be* 
accomplifhed  by  the  Meafures  taken.  I  am  convinced  in  a 
particular  Manner,  that  the  Troops  of  Hanover  can  be  of  na 
I'fe,  that  they  will  raife  the  Refentment  of  tlic  Nation,  al- 
ready overwhelmed  with  finnecelfary  Burthens.    I  know  like- 
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An.  i6.  Geo.  11.  wife,  that  they  have  been  taken  into  Pay  without  the  Confent 
i74».  of  the  Parliament,  and  am  convinced,  that  if  no  other  Ob- 

U-ii*^j^'*i  ^  jedlion  could  be  raifed,  we  pught  not  to  ratify  a  Treaty 
which  the  Crown  has  made  without  laying  it  before  us  In  the 
ufual  Manner.  I  need  not  therefore  inform  vour  I^ordOiips, 
that  I  think  the  Motion  now  under  your  Conuderation  necef- 
fary  and  jud ;  and  that  I  hope  upon  an  attentive  Examina- 
tion of  the  Reafons  which  have  been  ofTer'd,  your  Lxirdflups 
will  concur  in  it  with  that  Unanimity  which  Evidence  ought 
to  enforce,  and  that  Zeal  which  ought  to  be  excited  by  pub- 
lick  Danger.' 

Then  the  Duke  of  NewcaftU  fpokc  to  the  following  Purport : 

My  Lords  y 

D.  of  Newcaftle.     '  ^  know  not  by  what  imaginary  Appearances  of  publick 

*  Danger  the  noble  Lord  is  fo  much  alarmed,  nor  what  Fears 

they  arc  which  he  endeavours  with  fo  much  Art  and  Zeal  to 

communicate  to  this  Aflcmbly.     For  my  Part,  I  can,  upon 

the  moft  attentive  Survey  of  our  Affairs,  difcover  nothing  to 

be  feared,  but  Calumnies  andMifrcprefentations  ;  and  thele 

I  /hall  henceforward  think  more  formidable,  (incethcy  have 

been  able  to  impofe  upon  an  Underflandhig  fo   penetrating 

as  that  of  his  Lordfhip's  ;  and  have  prevailed  upon  him  to 

believe  what  is  not  only  falfe,  but  without  the  Appearance 

of  Truth,  and  to  believe  it  fo  firmly,  as  to  affert  it  to  your 

Lord  (hips. 

*  One  of  the  Fafe  which  he  has  thus  implicitelv  received, 
and  thus  publickly  mentioned,  is  the  Neutrality  luppofed  to 
have  been  grantea  to  the  King  of  Sicily y  from  which  he  has 
amufed  himfelf  and  your  Lordfhips  with  deducing  very  de- 
ftrudlivc  Confequences,  that  perhaps  need  not  to  be  allow'd 
him  even  upon  Suppofition  of  the  Neutrality  ;  but  which  need 
not  now  bedifputed,  becaufe  no  Neutrality  has  been  grant- 
ed. Captain  Martin y  when  he  treated  with  the  King,  ve- 
ry cautioufly  declined  any  Declarations  of  the  Intendons  of 
the  Britijh  Court  on  that  Particular  ;  and  confined  himfelf  to 
the  Subject  of  his  Meflage,  without  giving  any  Reafbn  for 
Hope  or  Defpair  of  a  Neutrality.  So  that  if  it  fhall  be 
thought  neceflary,  we  are  this  Hour  at  Liberty  to  declare 
W*""  againfl  the  King  of  Sicily  y  and  may  purfue  the  Sfanianh 
with  the  fame  Freedom  on  his  Coafls  as  on  thofe  of  any 
other  Power,  and  prohibit  any  Afliibnce  from  being  given 
by  him  to  their  Armies  in  Italy. 

*  His  Lordihip^s  Notion  of  the  Interpofition  of  the  King 
of  Prufia  in  the  gmperor's  Favour,  is  another  Phantom 
raifed  by  Calumny  to  terrify  Credulity  j  a  Phantom,  which 
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wilj,  I  hope,  be  entirely  diffipated,  when  I  have  informed  An.  16.  Geo.  IT. 
iheHoufe,  that  the  whole  Sufpicion  is  without  Foundation  ;  'Z.^^ 
and  that  the  King  of  Prujfia  has  made  no  Declaration  of 
any  Defign  10  fupport  the  Emperor,  or  ©f  oppofing  us  iii 
the  Performance  of  our  Treaties.  This  Prince,  my  Lords, 
however  powerful,  a<ftive  or  ambitious,  appears  to  be  fatif- 
fied  with  his  Acquifitions,  and  willing  to  reft  in  an  inofFeil* 
five  Neutrality. 

*  Suchy  my  Lords,  and  fo  remote  from  Truth  are  the 
Rqjrefentations  which  the  Enemies  of  the  Government  have 
with  great  Zeal  and  Induftry  fcattered  over  the  Nation, 
and  by  which  they  have  endeavoured  to  obviate  thofe 
Schemes  which  they  would  feem  to  favo.ur  ;  for  by  finking 
tlic  Nation  to  a  Defpair  of  attaining  thofe  Ends  which  they 
declare  at  ,the  fame  Tune  neceffary  not  only  to  our  Hap- 
pinefs,  but  to  our  Prefervation,  what  do  they  lefs  than  tell 
«s>  that  we  muft  be  content  to  look  unadliveon  the  Cala- 
mities that  approach  us,  and  prepare  to  be  crufhed  by  that 
Rain  which  we  cannot  prevent  ? 

*  From  this  cold  Dejeftion,  my  Lords,  arifes  that  De- 
spair which  fo  many  Lords  have  exprefled  of  prevailing  up* 
on  the  Dutch  to  unite  with  us.  The  Determinations  of 
tliat  People  are,  indeed,  always  flow,  and  the  Reafon  of 
their  Slowncfs  has  been  already  given ;  but  I  am  informed, 
tbat  the  general  Spirit  which  now  reigns  among  them  is 
likely  foon  to  over-rule  the  particular  Interefts  of  fii.gle 
Provinces ;  and  can  produce  Letters  by  which  it  will  appear, 
that  had  only  one  Town  oppofed  thofe  Meafures  to  which 
their  Concurrence  is  now  iollicited,  it  had  been  long  fince 
over-ruled,  for  there  want  not  among  them  Men  equally  en- 
amoured of  the  Magnanimity  and  Firmnefs  of  the  Queen  of 
^vigaryj  equally  zealous  for  the  general  Good  of  Mankind, 
equ^ly  zealous  for  the  Liberties  o^  Europe ^  and  equally  con- 
vinced of  the  Perfidy,  the  Ambition,  and  the  Infolence  of 
Franc^^  with  any  Lord  in  this  Houfo. 

*  Theft  Men,  my  Lords,  have  long  endeavoured  to  roufo 
their  Country  from  the  Sloth  of  Avarice,  and  the  Slumber 
of  Tranquillity,  to  a  generous  and  extenfive  Regard  for  the 
univerfal  Happinefs  of  Mankind  ;  and  are  now  labouring  in 
the  General  Aflembly  to  communicate  that  Ardour  with 
which  they  are  themielves  inflamed,  and  to  excite  that  Zeal 
Ibr  publick  Faith  of  which  their  fuperior  Knowledge  (hows 
them  the  Keceflity. 

^  It  has  been  indeed  infinuated,  that  4111  their  Confolta- 

tions  tend   only  to  place  Garrifons  in  tboft  Towns  from 

which  the  Queen  of  Jiiwgary  has  withdrawn  her  Force*  > 

2743.  X  2  but 


^ 


(    loo    ; 

An.  x6.  Geo.  11.  but  this  Snppofition,  my  Lords,  as  it  is  without  any  Support 
'74»»  from  Fafts,  is  likewife  without  Probability.  For  to  gar- 
'  rifon  the  Barrier  Towns  requires  no  previous  Debates  nor 
Deliberations  ;  fince  it  never  was  oppofed  even  by  thofe  by 
whom  the  AfTiftance  of  the  Qiiccn  oi  Hungary  has  been  moil 
retarded. '  Nor  have  even  tlie  Deputies  of  Dortj  w  ho(c  Ob- 
flinacy  has  been  moft  remarkable,  denied  the  Ncceflity  of 
fecuring  the  Confines  of  their  Country  by  poflefllng  with  their 
own  Troops  thofe  Places  which  the  ^-luftnans  are  obUged  to 
forfake.  Their  prefent  Difputcs,  my  Lords,  rauft  be  there- 
fore on  fome  other  Qucftion,  and  what  QucfUon  can  be  now 
before  them  which  can  produce  any  Difficulties,  but  that 
which  regards  the -Support  of  the  Pragmatick  Sanation  ^ 

'  If  thefe  Deliberations  (hould  be  fo  far  influenced  by  the 
Arrival  of  the  Array  in  the  Pay  of  Gnat  Britatn,  as  to  end 
in  a  Refolution  to  (end  a  fufficicnt  Number  of  Forces  into 
Germany y  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  the  Troops  which  give 
Occafion  to  this  Debate  have  really  been  ufeful  to  the  Com- 
mon Caufe,  nor  will  his  Majefty  lofe  the  AflPcifKons  of  any 
of  his  Subjects,  by  the  falfe  Accounts  which  have  been  fpread 
of  an  invidious  Preference  given  to  the  Troops  of  HanTvcr. 

*  That  every  Government  ought  to  endeavour  to  gain  the 
Rfteem  and  Confidence  of  the  People,  I  fuppofc,  we  arc  all 
equally  convinced  ;  but  I,  for  my  Part,  am  very  far  from 
thinking,  that  Meafures  ought  only  to  be  purfued  or  rejc<5l- 
ed,  as  they  are  immediately  favoured  or  difliked  by  the  Po- 
pulace. P'or  as  they  cannot  know  either  the  Caufes  or  the 
End  of  publick  Tranfaftions,  they  can  judge  only  from 
fallacious  Appearances,  or  the  Information  of  tliofc  whofe 
Intcreft  it  may  perhaps  be  to  lead  them  away  from  the  Truth. 
That  Monarch  will  be  mod:  certainly  and  moft  permanently 
popular,  who  fteadily  purfues  the  Good  of  his  People,  even 
in  Oppofition  to  their  own  Prejudices  and  Clamours,  who 
difregards  Calumnies,  which,  though  they  may  prevail  for 
a  Day,  Time  will  fufficiently  confute,  and  flights  Objec- 
tions which  he  knows  may  be  anfwered,  and  anfwcred  be- 
yond Reply. 

*  Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  Objeftions  which  have  been 
hitherto  raifed  againft  the  Troops  of  Hanover ,  of  which 
many  arife  from  Ignorance  and  many  from  Prejudice  ;  and 
fbme  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  made  only  for  the  Sake  of  giving 
Way  to  Invec^lives,  and  indulging  a  petulant  Inclination  of 
fpeaking  contemptuoufly  of  Hanover, 

*  With  this  View,  my  Lords,  it  has  been  alked  why  the 
Hanoverians  arc  preferred  to  all  other  Nations  ?  Why  they 
have  been  feledled  from  all  other  Troops  to  fight  againft 
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Frartee  the  Caafe  of  Europe  ?  They  were  chofen,  my  Lords,  Aa.  16.  G«o,  II, 
becaule  they  were  mofl:  eafUy  to  be  procured.     Of  the  other         "74a« 
Nations  from   whom  Forces  have  been  ufually  hired,  fome  ' 
were  engaged  in  the  Care  of  proteding,  or  the  Defign  of  <*x- 
tending  their  own  Dominions,  and  others  had   no  Troops 
levied,  nor  could  therefore  furriilh  them  with  Speed  enough 
for  the  Exigence  that  demanded  them 

*  It  has  been  ask*d  with  an  Air  of  Triumph,  as  a  Queftion 
to  which  no  Anfwer  could  be  given,  why  an  equal  Number 
of  Britoffs  was  not  fent ;  fincc  their  Valour  might  be  e- 
fteemed  at  Icaft  equal  to  that  of  Hanvuerians  ?  I  am  far, 
my  Lords,  from  intending  to  dtminiHi  the  Reputation  of 
the  ^n>/^  Courage,  or  detraA  from  that  Praife  which  has 
been  gained  by  (uch  gallant  Enterprifes,  and  preferved  by 
a  longSncceffion  of  Dangers  and  of  Vidlories,  nor  do  I  ex- 
peft,  that  any  Nation  will  ever  form  a  jufl:  Claim  to  Superio- 
rity. The  Reafon,  therefore,  my  Lords,  for  which  the 
Troopsof/^jw'Wtfr  were  hired,  was  not,  that  the  Bravery  of 
of  our  Countrymen  was  doubted  ;  but  that  theTranfporta- 
tion  of  (iich  Numbers  might  leave  us  naked  to  the  Infults 
of  an  Enemy.  For  tho'  the  noble  Lord  has  declared,  that 
after  having  lent  fixteen  thoufond  into  Flan'iersy  we  fhould 
(fill  have  refervcd  for  our  Defence  a  Body  of  7000  equal  to 
that  to  which  the  Protcftion  of  this  Kingdom  was  intrufted 
in  the  late  War,  his  Opinion  will  upon  Examination  be 
found  to  have  arifen  only  from  the  Enumeration  of  the 
Names  of  our  Regiments,  many  of  which  are  far  from  be- 
ing compleat,  and  fome  alraoft  merely  nominal  ;  fo  that 
perhaps,  if  a  Body  of  (ixtecn  thoufand  more  had  been  fent, 
tiiere  would  not  have  remained  a  fingle  Regiment,  to  have 
repelled  the  Crew  of  any  daring  Privateer  that  (hould  have 
landed  to  burn  •  our  Villages,  and  ravage  the  defencelefs 
Country. 

'  It  was  defired,  my  Lords,  by  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
that  a  Britijh  Army  might  appear  on  the  Continent  in  her 
Favour,  for  fhe  knew  the  Reputation  and  Terror  of  our 
Arms,  and  as  her  Demand  was  equitableinitfelf  and  honour- 
able to  the  Nation,  it  was  complied  with  ;  and  as  many  of 
our  native  Troops  were  fent  as  itwas  thought  convenient  to 
fpare,  the  reft  were  neceirarily  to  be  hired,  and  it  is  the 
Bufinefs  of  thofe  Lords  who  defend  the  Motion,  to  (hew 
from  whence  they  could  be  called  more  properly  than  from 
Hanover. 

*  It  has  been  urged  with  great  Warmth,  that  the  Contrail 

made  for  thefe  Troops  has  not  been  laid  before  the  Parlia-* 

^nt,  a  Charge,  which  the  noble  Lord  who  ipoke  laft  but 
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A9.  i6.  G«o.n.ont9  has  (hewn  to  be  ill  grounded  ;  becaufe  the  former  De« 
^4^  1  terminations  of  the  Parliament  enabled  the  Crown  to  garrtibn 
the  Frontier  Towns  without  any  new  Deliberations ;  but 
which  may  be  perhaps  more  fatisfa^orily  confuted,  by  ihew- 
ing,  that  it  is  an  Accufation  of  negledling  that  which  was  in 
reality  not  pofTible  to  be  performed,  or  which  at  leaft  could 
not  be  performed  without  fubjedting  the  Government  to  Im- 
putations yet  more  dangerous  than  thofe  which  it  now 
fufPers. 

*  The  Accounts,  my  Lords,  by  which  the  Miniftry  were 
determined  to  fend  an  Army  into  Flanders^  arrived  only  fif- 
teen Days  before  the  Recefs  of  the  Parliament,  nor  was  the 
Relblution  formed,  as  it  may  eafilv  be  imagined,  till  (everal 
Days  after  ;  fo  that  there  was  little  Time  For  Parliamentary 
Deliberations,  nor  was  it  perhaps  convenient  to  pabii(k  at 
that  Time  the  whole  Scheme  of  our  Defigns. 

'  But  let  us  fuppole,  my  Lords,  that  the  Parliament  had 
a  few  Days  before  ihey  role  been  confulted  ;  and  that  a  Vote 
of  Credit  had  been  required  to  enable  the  Crown  to  hire  For- 
ces during  the  Interval  of  the  Seflions,  what  would  thofe  by 
whom  this  Motion  is  fupported  have  urged  agaiuft  it  ^ 
Would  they  not  with  great  Appearance  of  Reafon  have  aiiedg- 
cd  the  Impropriety  of  fuch  an  Application  to  the  thin  Re- 
mains of  a  Parliament,  from  which  almoft  all  thofe  had  re- 
tired, whom  their  Employments  did  not  retain  in  tke  Neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Court  ?  Would  it  not  have  been  ecchoed  from 
one  Comer  of  thefe  Kingdoms  to  anotlier,  that  the  Miniftry 
had  betrayed  their  Country,  by  a  ContraA  which  they  duril 
not  lay  before  a  full  Parliament,  and  of  which  they  would 
trud  the  Examination  only  to  thofe  whom  they  had  hired  to 
approve  it  ?  Would  not  this  have  been  generally  a flcrted  and 
generally  believed  ?  Would  not  thofe,  who  diftinguifh*dthem- 
lelves  as  the  Opponents  of  the  Court,  have  urged,  that  the 
King  ought  to  exert  his  Prerogative,  and  trull  the  Equity  of 
the  Parliament  for  the  Approbation  of  his  Meafures,  and  the 
Payment  of  the  Troops  which  he  had  retained  for  the  Sup- 
port of  the  Common  Caufe,  the  Caufe  for  which  fo  much 
Zeal  had  been  expreffed,  and  for  which  it  could  not  with 
Juftice  be  fufpedted,  that  any  reafonable  Demands  would  be 
denied  ?  Would  not  the  Solicitation  of  a  Grant  of  Power 
withbutLimits,  to  be  exerted  vi  holly  at  the  Difcretion  of  the 
Miniftry,  be  cenfured  as  a  Precedent  of  the  utmoft  Danger, 
v.'hich  it  was  the  Bufinefs  of  every  Man  to  oppofe,  who  had 
not  loft  all  Regard  to  the  Conftitutionof  his  Country  ? 

'I  hefe  Infuiuations,  my  Lords,  were  forefeen   and  allow* 
e4  by  the  Miniftry  to  be  fpes;ious,  and  therefore  they  deter- 
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niined  to  avoid  them  by  pnrfuing  their  Schemes  at  their  own  ^^*  '^'  ^~-  '^« 
Hazard,  without  any  other  Security  than  the  Confdoufnefs  .  —^^ 
of  the  Re^itude  of  their  own  Defigns  ;  and  to  truft  to  the 
Equity  of  the  Parliament  when  they  Ihould  be  laid  befpre 
them,  at  a  Time  when  Pan  of  their  Effeds  might  be  difco- 
ver*d,  and  when  therefore  no  falfe  Reprcfentations  could  he 
ufedto  miOead  their  Judgment.  They  knew  the  Zeal  of  the 
Commons  for  the  great  Caafe  of  univerfal  Liberty  ;  they 
knew,  that  their  Meafares  had  no  other  Tendency  than  the 
Promotion  of  that  Caufe,  and  therefore  they  confidently  form- 
ed thofe  Expeditions  which  have  not  deceived  them,  that  the 
Pay  of  the  Troops  would  be  readily  granted,  and  ordered 
them  therefore  to  march ;  though  if  the  Commons  had  difap** 
proved  their  Plan,  they  muft  have  returned  into  their  #wn 
Country,  or  have  been  fupponed  at  the  £xpence  of  the 
Elef^orate. 

*  The  ObjedKons  raifed  againft  thefe  Troops,  have  appa- 
rently had  no  Influence  in  the  other  Honfe,  bccaufe  Supplies 
have  been  granted  for  their  Pay ;  and  I  believe  they  will  up* 
on  Examination  be  fotmd  by  your  Lordlhips  not  to  deferve 
much  Regard. 

*  It  is  aflerted,  that  they  cannot  aft  againft  an  Emperor 
^blifbed  and  acknowledged  by  the  Diet,  without  fubjedling 
their  Country  to  an  Interdift ;  and  it  was  therefore  fuipefted 
that  they  would  in  Reality  be  of  no  Ufc.  This  Sufpicion, 
my  Lords,  I  fuppofe,  it  is  now  not  neceflary  to  cenfure ; 
fince  you  have  heard  from  his  Majefty  that  they  are  prepar- 
ing to  march,  and  as  the  Confequences  of  their  Conduftcan 
only  affea  the  Eleftorate,  its  Propriety  or  Legality  with  re- 
gard to  the  Conftitution  of  the  Empire,  falls  not  properly 
under  our  Confideration. 

*  How  his  Majefty's  Meafures  may  be  defended,  even  in 
this  View,  I  fuppofe  I  need  not  inform  anyof  this  Aflembly. 
It  is  well  known,  that  the  Emperor  was  chofen  not  by  the 
free  Confent  of  the  Diet,  in  which  every  Eleftor  voted  ac- 
cording to  his  own  Senfe ;  but  by  a  Diet  in  which  one  Vote 
of  the  Empire  was  fufpended,  without  any  Regard  to  Law 
or  Jiiftice,  and  in  which  the  reft  were  extorted  by  a  Frenc/^ 
Army,  which  threatened  immediate  Ruin  to  him  who  (hould 
refnfehis  Confent.  The  Emperor  thus  chofcn  was  likewife 
afterwards  recognized  by  the  fame  Powers  upon  the  fame 
Modves,  and  tlie  Aid  was  granted  as  the  Votes  were  given 
by  the  Influence  of  the  Armies  of  France, 

*  For  this  Reafon,  my  Lords,  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ftill 
refufcs  to  give  theElciftor  of  Bavaria  the  Stile  and  Honours 
v.hich  belong  to  the  Imperial  Dignity  ;    (he  confiders  the 

Throne 


(     104    ) 
Aa.  i6.  Geo.lL  Throne  as  dill  vacant^  and  requires  that  it  (hould  be  filled 
'742*        by  an  uninfluenced  £le<^ion. 

^  *  It  has  b<?en  obferved,  my  Lords,  that  his  Majefty  gave 
bis  Vote  to  the  "EXc^^or  oi Bavaria ,  and  it  has  been  therefore 
reprefented  as  an  Inconfiftency  in  his  Condudl  that  he  (hould 
jnake  War  againft  him.  But,  my  Lords,  it  will  by  no 
Means  follow,  that  becaufe  he  voted  for  him,  he  thinks  him 
lawfully  tl^^Xtdy  nor  that  it  is  uujud  to  difpofTels  him ; 
though  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  we  are  not  making  War  to 
dethrone  the  Emperor,  however  elected,  but  to  fupport  the 
Pragmatick  Sandl;ion. 

'  This  Obfervation,  though  fomewhat  foreign  from  the 
prefect  Debate,  I  have  thought  it  not  improper  to  lay  before 
your  Lordihips,  that  no  Scruples  might  remain  in  the  mofl 
Delicate,  and  tofhew  that  the  Meafures  of  his  Majetty  can- 
not be  juftly  charged  with  Inconfiftency. 

*  But  this,  my  Lords,  is  not  the  only  nor  the  greatcft  Be- 
nefit which  the  Queen  of  Huitgary  has  received  from  thcfe 
Troops  ;  for  it  is  highly  probable,  that  the  States  will  be 
induced  to  concur  in  the  Common  Caufe,  when  they  find, 
that  they  are  not  incited  to  a  mock  Confederacy,  when  they 
perceive  that  we  really  intend  to  aft  vicloroufly,  that  we  de-  • 
cline  neither  Expence  nor  Danger;  and  that  a  Compliance 
with  our  Demands  will  not  expofe  them  to  ftand,  alone  and 
pnaflifted,  againft  the  Power  of  France  elated  by  Succefs,  and 
exafperat^d  by  Oppofition. 

*  If  this,  my  Lords,  fliould  be  the  Confequence  of  our 
Meafures  ;  and  this  Confequence  is  perhaps  not  far  diftant, 
it  will  no  longer  be,  I  hope,  aflcrted,  that  thefe  Mercenaries 
are  an  ufeleis  Burthen  to  the  Nation,  that  they  are  of  no 
Advantage  to  the  Common  Caufe,  or  that  the  People  have 
been  betrayed  by  the  Miniftry  into  Expences,  merely  that 
Hanover  might  be  enriched.  W  hen  the  grand  Confederacy 
is  once  revived,  and  revived  by  an  univerfal  Conviftion  of 
the  dcftru^tlve  Meafures,  the  Infatiable  Ambition  and  the 
outrageous  Cruelty  of  the  Trench^  what  may  not  the  Friends 
of  Liberty  prefume  to  exped  ?  May  they  not  hope,  my 
Lords,  that  ihofe  haughty  Troops  which  have  been  fo  long 
employ 'd  in  Conqucfts  and  Invafions,  that  have  laid  wafte 
the  neighbouring  Countries  with  Slaughter  and  Devaftations, 
will  befoon  compelled  to  retire  to  their  own  Frontiers,  and 
be  content  to  guard  the  Verge  of  tlieir  native  Provinces  ? 
May  we  not  hope  that  they  will  foon  be  driven  from  their 
Ports,  that  they  will  be  forced  to  retreat  to  a  more  defenfible 
Station,  and  admit  the  Armies  of  their  Enemies  into  their 
Pqminions,  and  that  they  will  be  purfued  from  Fortrefs  to 
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Fortrefi,  and  from  one  Intrenchment  to  another,  till  they  An.  x6.  Geo.II, 
fhalibe  redaced  to  petition  for  Peace^  and  purchafe  it  by  the        1742. 
Alienation  of  Part  of  their  Territories. 

'  I  hope,  ray  Lords,  it  mav  be  yet  fafely  alTerted,  that 
the  Frenchj  however  powerflil,  are  not  invincible  ;  tliat 
their  Armies  taay  be  deltroy'd,  and  their  Treafures  exhauft- 
ed ;  that  they  may  therefore  be  reduc'd  to  narrow  Limits, 
and  difabled  from  being  any  longer  the  Difturbers  of  the 
Peace  of  the  Univerfe. 

^  It  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  tliat  their  Wealth  is  not 
the  ProduA  of  their  own  Country,  that  Gold  is  not  dug  out 
of  their  Mountains,  nor  roiled  down  their  Rivers,  b^it  that 
it  is  gained  by  an  cxtenfivc  and  fuccefsful  Commerce,  car- 
ried on  in  many  Parts  of  the  World,  to  the  Diminution  of 
our  own.  It  is  known  likewife,  that  Trade  cannot  be  con- 
tinned  in  War,  without  the  Proteiftion  of  Naval  Armaments^ 
and  that  our  Fleet  is  at  prefent  fuperior  in  Strength  to  tliofc 
of  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Univerfe  united.  It  is  therefore 
reafonably  to  be  hoped,  that  though  by  afTiding  the  Houfe 
of  Auflria  we  fhould  provoke  the  French  to  declare  War 
sgainft  us,  their  Hodilities  would  produce  none  of  thofe  Ca- 
lamities which  feem  to  be  dreaded  by  Part  of  this  Houfe  ; 
and  that  fuch  a  Confederacy  might  be  formed  as  would  be 
able  to  retort  all  the  Machinations  of  France  upon  herlelf, 
tear  her  Procinces  from  her,  and  annex  them  to  other  So- 
vereignties. 

'  It  has  been  urged,  that  no  fuch  Succefs  can  be  expeflcd 
from  the  Conduct  which  we  have  lately  purfued  ;  that  we, 
^ho  are  thus  daring  the  Refentment  of  the  moft  formidable 
lower  in  the  Univerfe,  have  long  fiiffcr'd  ourfelves  to  be  in- 
fdicd  by  an  Enemy  of  far  inferior  Force  /  that  we  have  been 
defeated  in  all  our  Enterprifes,  and  have  at  prefent  appeared 
io  dcfift  from  any  Delign  of  Hoftllities  ;  that  the  Spuniards 
farcely  perceive  that  they  have  an  Enemy,  Or  feel  any  of 
the  Calamities  or  Inconveniences  of  War,  and  that  they  are 
e^ery  Day  enriched  with  the  Plunder  of  Great  Britain, 
without  Danger  and  without  Labour.   ' 

'  That  tlie  War  againft  Spain  has  not  hitherto  been  re- 
niarkably  fuccefsful,  muft  be  confelTed ;  and  though  the  Spa- 
fiiwrds  cannot  boaft  of  any  other  Advantages  than  the  De- 
fence of  their  own  Dominions,  yet  they  may  perhaps  be 
fomewhat  elated,  as  they  have  been  able  to  hold  out  againft 
an  Enemy  fuperiorto  themfelves.  But,  my  Lords,  lam  far 
from  believing,  that  they  coiifider  the  \^''ar  againft  us  as  an 
Advantage,  or  that  they  do  net  lament  it  as  one  of  the  hea- 
viefl  Gaieties  that  could  fall  upon  them.     If  it  be  asked. 


(    io6    ) 
An.  16.  Geo.  II.  in  what  Parts  of  their  Dominions  they  feel  any  lEffe^ts  of  our 
i74»«       Hoftility  ?  I  Ihall  anfwer  with  great  Confidence,  that  they 
'  feel  them  in  every  Part  which  is  expos'd  to  tlie  Evils  of  a 
naval  War,  that  they  are  in  Pain  wherever  they  are  fenfible, 
that  they  are  wounded  wherever  they  are  not  ftielter'd  from 
our  Blows  by  the  Interpofition  of  the  Nations  of  the  Con- 
tinent. 

*  If  we  examine,  my  Lords,  the  Influence  of  our  European 
Armaments,  we  fhali  find,  that  tlieir  Ships  of  War  are  fhut 
up  in  the  Harbours  of  Franccy  and  that  the  Fleets  of  both 
Nations  are  happily  block'd  up  together  ;  fo  that  they  can 
neither  extricate  each  other  by  concerted  Motions,  in  which 
our  Attention  might  be  diftradted  and  our  Forces  divided, 
nor,  by  their  united  Force,  break  through  the  Bars  by  which 
they  are  (hut  up  from  the  Ufe  of  the  Ocean. 

*  But  this,  my  Lords,  however  important  with  refpedl  to 
us,  is  perhaps  the  fmalleft  Inconvenience  which  the  Spaniards 
feci  from  our  naval  Superiority.  They  have  an  Army,  my 
Lords,  in  Italy,  exposed  to  all  the  Miferies  of  Famine,  while 
our  P1eet  prohibits  the  Tranfportation  of  thofe  Proviiions 
which  have  been  fbred  in  Velfels  for  their  Supply,  and 
which  raufl  be  probably  foon  made  defencelefs  by  the  Want 
of  Ammunition,  and  rail  into  the  Hands  of  their  Enemies 
without  the  Honour  of  a  Battle. 

*  But,  what  to  the  Pride  of  a  Spaniard  muft  be  yet  a  more 
fevere  Afiiidion,  they  have  on  the  fame  Continent  a  natural 
Confederate,  who  is  yet  fo  intimidated  by  the  BntijhTleetZy 
that  he  dares  neither  afford  them  Refuge  in  his  Dominions, 
nor  fend  his  Troops  to  their  Affiftance.  The  Queen,  amidft 
all  the  Schemes  which  her  unbounded  Ambition  forms  for 
the  Exaltation  of  her  Family,  finds  her  own  Son,  after  hav- 
ing received  a  Kingdom  from  her  Kjndnefs,  reftrain'd  from 
fupporting  her,  and  reduced  to  preferve  thofe  Territories 
which  fhe  has  beftow'd  upon  him,  by  abandoning  her  from 
whom  he  rcceiv'd  them. 

*  Thele,  my  Lords,  are  the  Inconveniencies  which  the 
Spuuiards  feci  from  our  fleets  in  the  Mediterranean ;  and 
even  thefe,  however  erabarrafTrng,  however  deprefling,  are 
lighter  than  thofe  which  onr  iVeft  India  Navy  produces.  It 
is  apparent,  that  Money  is  equivalent  to  Strength,  a  Propo- 
fition,  of  which,  if  it  could  be  doubted,  the  Spanijb  Monar- 
chy would  afford  fufficicnt  Proof,  as  it  has  been  for  a  long 
Time  fupported  only  by  the  Power  of  Riches.  It  is  there- 
fore impollible  to  weaken  Spain  more  fpeedily  or  more  cer- 
tainly, than  by  intercepting  or  obftrutfling  the  annual  Sup- 
plies of  Gold  and  Silver  which  (lie  receives  from  her  Jveji 

Indiun 


(    I07    ) 
Imiian  Provinces,  by  which  (he  was  once  enabled  to  threaten  ^■*  *^*  ^^*  "• 
Slavery  to  all  the  neighbouring  Nations,  and  incited  to  be-        *^*** 
gin,  with   the  Subjedion  of  this  Ifland,  her  mighty  Scheme 
of  oniverfal  Monarchy,  and  by  which  ihe  has  ftiJl  continued 
to  exalt  hcrfelf  to  an  Equality  with  the  moft  powerful    Na- 
tions, to  ered  new  Kingdoms,  and  fet  at  Defiance  the  y^u- 
jhian  Power. 

*  Thefe  Supplies,  my  Lords,  are  now,  if  not  wholly 
yet  in  a  great  Meafure,  withheld,  and  by  all  the  Efforts 
which  the  Spaniards  now  make,  they  are  exhaulting  their 
Vitals,  and  wafting  the  natural  Strength  of  their  native  ' 
Country.  While,  they  made  War  with  adventitious  Trea- 
fures,  and  only  fquandered  one  Year  what  another  would 
repay  them,  it  was  not  eafy  to  forefee  how  long  their  Pride 
would  incline  them  to  hold  out  a^ainlfc  fuperior  Strength. 
While  they  were  only  engaged  in  a  naval  War,  tliey  might 
have  perufted  for  a  long  Time  in  a  Kind  of  paflivc  Ob(H- 
nacy,  and  while  they  were  engaged  in  no  foreign  Enter- 
prizes,  might  have  lupported  that  Trade  with  each  other 
which  is  neceflary  for  the  Support  of  Life,  upon  the  Credit 
of  thofe  Treafures  which  are  annually  heaped  up  in  their 
Storc-houfes,  though  they  are  not  received,  and  by  which, 
upon  the  Determination  of  the  War,  all  the  Debts  migh^ 
at  once  be  paid,  and  all  their  Funds  be  re-eilabll(hed. 

'  But  at  prefent,  my  Lords,  their  Condition  is  far  dif- 
ferent; they  have  been  tempted  by  the  Profpeft  of  enlarging 
their  Dominions  to  raife  Armies  for  diftant  Expeditions, 
which  muft  be  fupported  in  a  foreiga  Country,  and  can  be 
fuported  only  by  regular  Remittances  of  Treafure,  and 
have  formed  thele  Projects  at  a  Time,  when  the  Means  ol 
purfuing  them  are  cut  off.  They  have  by  one  W^ar  encreaf- 
ed  their  Expences,  when  their  Receipts  are  obArudled  by  ano- 
ther. 

*  In  this  State,  my  Lords,  I  am  certain  the  Spaniards  are 
very  far  from  thinking  the  Hoftility  of  Great  Britain  mere- 
ly nominal,  and  from  cnquiting  in  what  Part  of  the  World 
their  Enemies  are  to  be  found.  The  Troops  in  Itafy  fee 
them  failing  in  Triumph  over  the  Meditcranean^  intercep- 
ting tlieir  Proviflons,  and  prohibiting  thofe  Succours  which 
they  cxpeded  from  their  Confederate  of  Sicily,  In  Spain 
thdr  Taxes  and  their  Poverty,  Poverty  which  every  Day 
encreafes,  inform  them,  that  the  Seas  of  the  Weft  Indies 
are  poflcllcd  by  the  Fleets  of  Great  Britain,  by  whom  their 
Mines  are  made  ufelefs,  and  their  wealthy  Dominions  re- 
duced to  an  empty  Sound. 

*  They  may,  indeed,  comfort  themfelves  in  ^heir  Diftref- 
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^'  fes  with  the  Advantages  which  their  Troops  have  gained 
over  the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  with  the  Entrance  which 
they  have  forced  into  his  Dominions  ;  but  this  can  afford 
them  no  long  Satisfaction,  fince  they  will  probably  never 
be  able  to  breakthrough  the  PafTes  at  which  they  have  ar- 
rived, or  to  force  their  Way  into  Italj,  and  mull  peri/h  at 
the  Feet  of  inaccelTibli  Rocks,  where  they  are  now  fupported 
at  fuch  an  Expence,  that  they  are  more  burthenlbme  to 
their  own  Matter  than  to  the  King  of  Sardinia, 

<  Of  this  Prince  I  know  not»why  it  has  been  aflertcd,  that 
he  will  probably  violate  his  Engagements  to  Great  Britain 
and  Aujhiay  that  he  will  purchafe  Peace  by  Perfidy,  and 
grant  a  Paflage  to  the  Army  of  Spain,  His  Condudt  has 
certainly  given  hitherto  no  Reafbn  for  fuch  an  Imputation  ; 
he  has  oppofed  them  witl\  Fortitude  and  Vigour,  and  Ad- 
drefs  ;  nor  has  he  failed  in  any  of  the  Duties  required  of 
a  General  or  an  Ally  ;  he  has  expofed  his  Perfon  to  the 
mofl:  urgent  Dangers,  and  his  Dominions  to  the  Ravages  of 
War  ;  he  has  rejected  all  the  Solicitations  of  France ,  and 
fet  her  Menaces  at  Defiance;  and  fu  rely,  my  Lords,  if  no 
private  Man  ought  to  becenfured  without  juftReafon,  even 
in  familiar  Difcourfe,  we  ought  ftill  to  be  more  cautious  of 
injuring  the  Reputation  of  Princes,  by  public  Reproaches  in 
the  folemn  Debates  of  national  AfTemblies. 

*  The  fame  Licentioufnefs  of  Speech  has  not,  indeed, 
been  extended  to  all  the  Princes  mentioned  in  this  Debate 
The  Emperor  has  been  treated  with  remarkable  De- 
cency as  the  lawful  Sovereign  of  Germany ^  as  one  who  can- 
not be  oppofed  without  Rebellion,  and  againft  whom  we 
therefore  cannot  expeifl  that  the  Troops  of  Hanover  fhoold 
prefume  to  aft,  fince  they  muft  expofe  their  Country  to  the 
Severities  of  the  Imperial  Interdidl. 

'  The  Noble  Lords  who  have  thus  ardently  aflcrted  the 
Rights  of  the  Emperor,  who  have  reprefented  in  fuch  ftrong 
Language  the  Crime  of  violating  the  German  Conftitutions, 
and  have  commended  the  Neutrality  of  the  King  of  Prujfla 
as  proper  to  be  imitated  by  all  the  reft  of  the  Princes  of  the 
Empire,  have  forgotten  or  hoped,  that  others  would  forget 
the  Injuftice  and  Violence  by  which  he  exalted  himfclf  to 
that  Throne,  from  which  they  appear  to  think  it  a  facrile- 
gious  Attempt  to  endeavour  to  thruft  him  down.  They 
forget,  that  one  of  the  Votes  was  illegally  fufpended,  and 
that  the  reft  were  extorted  by  the  Terror  of  an  Army. 
They  forget,  that  he  invited  the  French  into  the  Empire, 
and  that  he  is  guilty  of  the  Ravages  which  have  been  com- 
mitted^ and  all   the  Blood  that  has   b^en  fhed^   fince  the 
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Death  of  the  Emperor,  in  the  Defence  ot  the  Pragmatick  An.  i6.  Cecil. 
Sftndtion  which  we  invaded,  though,  ratified  by  the  folemn  1742 

Confent  of  the  Imperial  Diet. 

*  In  Defence  of  the  Pragmatick  Sandlion,  my  Lords, 
which  all  die  Princes  of  the  Kmpirc,  except  his  Majefty, 
faw  violated  without  Concern,  are  we  now  required  to  exert 
our  Force  ;  we  are  required  only  to  perform  what  we  pro- 
mifed  by  the  moft  folemn  Treaties,  which,  though  they 
have  been  broken  by  the  Cowardice  or  Ambition  of  otlier 
Powers,  it  will  be  our  greateft  Honour  to  obferve  with  ex- 
emplary Fidelity. 

*  With  this  View,  as  your  Lord  (hips  have  already  been 
informed,  the  Hanoverian  Troops  will  march  into  the  Em- 
pire ;  nor  has  their  March  been  hitherto  delayed,  either 
becauie  there  was  yet  no  regular  Scheme  projected,  or  be- 
caufe  they  were  obliged  to  wait  for  the  Permiflion  of  the 
King  of  Prujpay  or  becaufe  they  intended  only  to  amufe 
Eitrote  with  an  empty  Show  ;  they  were  detained,  my 
Lords,  in  Flanders ^  becaufe  it  was  believed,  that  they  were 
more  ufeful  there  than  they  would  be  in  any  other  Place^ 
becaufe  they  at  once  encouraged  the  States,  alarmed  the 
French^  de/ended  the  Low  Countries,  and  kept  the  Com- 
munication open  between  the  Queen's  Dominions  and  thoie 
of  her  Allies.  Nor  were  thefe  Advantages,  my  Lords,  chi- 
merical, and  fuch  as  are  only  fuggeded  by  a  warm  Imagina- 
tion ;  for  it  is  evident  that  by  keeping  their  Station  in  tho(e 
Countries,  they  have  changed  the  State  of  the  War,  that 
they  have  protedled  the  Queen  of  Hungary  from  being  op- 
prelled  by  a  new  Army  of  Frenchy  and  given  her  an  Oppor- 
tunity ot  edablifliing  herfelf  in  the  PoflelTion  of  Bavaria  ; 
^n^e  French  Forces,  inClead  of  being  fcnt  cither  to  the 
Afliftance  of  the  King  oi Spain  againll  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
or  of  the  Emperor,  for  the  Recovery  of  thofc  Dominions 
which  he  has  loft  by  an  implicit  Confidence  in  their  Alli- 
ance, have  been  necefferily  drawn  down  to  the  oppofife  Ex- 
tremity of  tlieir  Dominions,  where  they  are  of  no  Ufe 
either  to  their  own  Country,  or  to  their  Confederates.  The 
united  Troops  of  Great  Britain  and  Hanover^  therefore, 
carried  on  the  War  by  living  at  Eafe  in  their  Quarters  in 
Flanders,  more  efficacioufly  than  if  they  had  marched  im- 
mediately into  Bavaria  or  Bohemia, 

'  Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  endeavoured  to  fliew  the  Ju- 
fticcofour  Defigns  and  the  Ufcfulnefs  of  the  Meafures  by 
which  we  have  endeavoured  to  execute  them;  and  doubt 
not,  but  your  Lordfliips  will,  upon  confidering  the  Argu- 
ments which  have  been  urged  on  cither  Side,  and  thcfe 
vhich  your  own  Reflexions  will  fuggefl,  allow  that  it  was 
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An.  16.  Geo.  11.  not  Only  juft  but  neceflary,  to  take  into  our  Pay  tlic  Troops 
>74i*         of  HajVjVei'y  for  the  Support  of  the  Pragmatick   San^jon, 

^*  **"  and  the  Prefervation  01  the  Houfe  of  Aujlr'ia  ;  and  that 
iince  the  fame  Rcafons  which  induced  the  Government 
to  hire  them,  ftill  make  it  neceflary  to  retain  them,  you 
will  prefer  the  general  Happinefs  oi  Europe^  the  Obiervation 
of  publick  Faith,  and  the  Security  of  our  own  Liberties 
and  thofe  of  our  Pofberity,  to  a  fmall  Alleviation  of  our  pre- 
fent  Expences  ;  and  unanimouHy  rejedb  a  Motion,  which  ha* 
no  other  Tendency  than  to  refign  the  World  into  the  Hands 
of  France,  and  purchafe  a  fhort  and  dependent  Tranqui- 
lity by  the  Lofs  of  all  thofe  BlefTings  which  make  Life  de- 
firabie. 

The  Lord  Vifcount  LonfdaU  anfwcr*d  to  the  following 
EfFedt  2 
My  Lords f 
Lord  tonfdale.        '  Notwithdanding  the  Confidence  with  which  the  late 
Mcaiures  of  the  Government  have  been  defended  by  their 
Authors,  I  am  not  yet  fet  free  from  the  Scruples  which  my 
own  Obiervation s  had  railed,  and  which  have  beenftrength- 
ened  by  the  Aflertions  of  thofe  noble  Lords,  who  have  fpok- 
cn  in  Vindication  of  the  Motion. 

*  Many  of  the  Objedions  which  have  been  railed  and  en- 
forced with  all  the  Power  of  Argument,  have  yet  remained 
unanfwered,  or  thofe  Anfwers  which  have  been  offered  are 
fuch  as  leave  the  Argument  in  its  full  Strength.  Many  of 
the  Aflertions  which  have  been  produced  are  the  Effeds  of 
Hope  rather  than  Convidlion,  and  we  arc  rather  told  what 
we  are  to  hope  from  future  Meafures,  than  what  Advantages 
we  have  received  from  the  paft. 

*  I  am,  indeed,  one  of  thofe  whom  it  will  be  difficult  to 
convince  of  the  Propriety  of  engaging  in  a  new  War,  when 
we  are  unfuccefsful  m  that  which  we  have  already  undertak- 
en, and  of  provoking  a  more  powerful  Enemy,  when  all 
our  Attempts  are  baffled  by  a  weaker  ;  and  cannot  yet  fct 
myfelf  free  from  the  Apprehenfion  of  new  Defeats  and  new 
Difgraces  from  the  Arms  of  France j  after  having  long  fccn 
how  little  we  are  able  to  punifh  the  Infolence  of  Spain,  I 
cannot  but  fear,  that  by  an  ill-tim'd  and  ufelefs  Oppofition 
to  Schemes  which,  however  dcftru<5live  or  unjuft,  we  cannot 
obviate,  we  fhall  fubjedl  ourfelves  to  numberlefs  Calamities  ; 
that  the  Ocean  will  be  cover'd  with  new  Fleets  of  Privateers, 
that  our  Commerce  will  be  interrupted  in  every  Pan  of  the 
World,  and  that  we  fhall  only  provoke  France  to  feize  what 
file  would  at  leail  have  fpared  ibme  Time  longer* 

*  But, 
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*  Bnt,  my  Lords,  if  it  be  granted,  that  the  Pragmatick  An.  t6.G«a.lh 
San^ion  is  obligatory  to  us,  tibough  it  is  violated  by  every  '74>» 
other  Power ;  that  we  fhould  labour  to  reduce  the  Powers  "^  ■*•--■** 
of  Europe  to  an  Eqnipoife,  whenever  Accident  or  Folly  pro- 
duces any  Alteration  of  the  Balance  ;  and  that  we  are 
now  not  to  preferve  the  Houfc  of  y^uftria  from  failing, 
bat  raife  it  from  the  Duft,  and  reftore  it  to  its  antient  Splen- 
dor, even  at  the  Hazard  of  a  War  with  that  Power  which 
now  gives  Laws  to  all  the  Weftern  Nations ;  yet  it  will  not 
furely  be  allerted,  that  we  ought  to  be  without  Limits,  that 
we  ought  to  prelcrve  the  Houfc  ofAuftria  not  only  by  the 
Danger  of  our  own  Country  but  by  its  certain  Ruin;  and  en- 
deavour to  avert  thePoffibility  ok  Slavery,  by  fubjefting  our- 
(eJves  to  Mifcries  more  fevere  than  the  utmoft  Arrogance  of 
Conqueft,  or  the  moft  cruel  Wantonnefs  of  Tyranny  would 
inflid  upon  us. 

*  I  have  obfcrved,  that  many  Lords  have  exprefled  in  this 
Debate  an  uncommon  Ardor  for  the  Support  of  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  ;  nor  is  it  without  Pleafure,  that  I  fee  the  moft 
laudable  of  all  Motives,  Juftice  and  Companion,  operate  in 
this  great  Aflembly  with  fo  much  Force.  May  your  Lord- 
fhips  always  continue  to  ftand  the  great  Advocates  for  pub- 
lick  Faith,  and  the  Patrons  of  true  Greatnefs  in  Diftrcfs  ; 
may  Magnanimity  always  gain  your  Regard,  and  Calamity 
find  Shelter  under  your  Proteftion. 

'  I  likewifc,  my  Lords,  defire  to  be  remembered  among 
tbofe  who  reverence  the  Virtues  and  pity  the  Miferiesof  this 
illoflrious  Princefs,  who  look  with  DcteUation  on  thofe  who 
have  invaded  the  Dominions  which  they  had  obliged  them- 
felvcs  by  folemn  Treaties  to  defend,  and  who  have  taken 
Advantage  of  the  general  Confederacy  againft  her,  to  enrich 
themfelves  with  her  Sppils,  who  have  infultfed  her  Diftrcfs 
and  aggravated  her  Misfortunes. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  while  I  feel  all  thefe  Sentiments  of  Com- 
paflion  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary y  I  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  forget,  that  my  own  Country  claims  a  nearer  Regard;  that 
I  am  obliged  both  by  Intereft  and  Duty  to  preferve  myfelf 
and  my  Pofterity  and  my  Fellow-Subjects  from  thofe  Mifc- 
rics  which  I  lament ;  when  they  happen  to  others,  however 
diftant,  I  cannot  but  remember,  that  I  am  not  lo  fave  ano- 
ther from  DeltruAion  by  deftroying  myfelf,  nor  to  refcue 
Aujiria  by  the  Ruin  of  Great  Britain. 

*  Tho*  I  am  therefore,  my  Lords,  not  unwilling  to  aflift 
the  Queen  of  Hungary ^  I  think  it  neceflary  to  fix  the  Limits 
of  our  Regard;  to  inquire  how  far  we  may  proceed  with 
Safety,  and  what  Expenccs  the  Nation  can  bear,  and  how 

thofe 
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An.  16.  Geo.  II.  thofc  Expcnccs  may  be  beft  cmploy^ed.  The  Danger  of  the 
'74^  <iueen  of  Hungary  ought  not  to  have  an  Effc^  which 
*'^~'— '  would  be  reproachful,  even  if  the  Danger  was  our  own.  It 
ought  not  io  far  to  engrofsour  Faculties  as  to  hinderus  from 
attending  to  every  other  Object  The  Man,  who  runs  into 
a  greater  Evil  to  avoid  a  lefs,  evidently  (hews,  that  he  is  de- 
fe<^tive  either  in  Prudence  or  in  Courage,  that  either  he  wants 
the  natural  Power  of  dilHnguifhing,  or  that  his  Dread  of  an 
approaching,  or  his  Impatience  of  a  prefent  Evil,  has  taken 
it  away.  * 

*  Let  us  therefore  examine,  my  Lords,  the  Meafurcs  with 
which  thofe,  who  are  intrufbed  with  the  Adminiftration  of 
publick  Affairs,  would  perfuade  ns  to  concur,  and  enquire 
whether  they  are  fuch  as  can  be  approved  by  us  without 
Danger  to  our  Country.  Let  us  confider,  my  Lords,  yet 
more  nearly,  whether  they  are  not  fuch  as  weourfclvcs  could 
not  be  prevailed  upon  even  to  regard  as  the  Objed  of  Deli- 
beration,  were  we  not  dazzled  on  one  Part  by  glaring  Pro- 
fjKi^ts  of  Triumphs  and  Honours,  of  the  Reduaion  of 
trancey  and  the  Refcueof  the  World,  of  the  Propagation  of 
Liberty,  and  the  Defence  of  Religion ;  and  intimidated  on 
the  other  by  the  View  of  approaching  Calamities,  the  Cru- 
eltjcs  of  Perfecution,  and  the  Hardfhips  of  Slavery. 

^J}K  ^^  ^^^  °^  Exaggeration,  my  Lords,  have  been 
pra^iied  to  reconcile  us  to  the  Meafures  which  are  now  pro- 
pofed,  and  indeed  all  are  neceiTary  :  For  the  Expenccs  to 
which  we  are  about  to  condemn  this  Nation  are  fuch  as  it  is 
not  able  to  bear,  and  to  which  no  Lord  in  thisHoufe  would 
confent  were  he  calm  enough  to  number  the  Sums 

*  To  prove  the  Truth  of  this  AfTertion,  one  Oueftion  is 
necelTary.  Is  any  Lord  in  this  Houfe  willing  to  aflift  the 
Ciueen  oi  Hungary  at  the  Expence  of  fixteen  hundred  thou- 
iand  a- Year?  I  think  theuniverfal  Silence  of  this  AlFem- 
bJy  IS  a  fuificient  Proof,  that  no  oneis  willing  :  j  will  how- 
ever, repeat  my  Queftion.-Is  any  Lord  in  this  Houfe 
wilhng  that  th.is  Nation  fhould  ^ffift  the  Queen  o{  Hunuary 
at  the  annual  Expence  of  fixteen  hundred  thoufand  Pounds '? 

The  Houfe  IS,  as  I  expeded,  ftill  filent,  and  thereforxr 

I  may  now  fafely  proceed  upon  the  Suppofition  of  an  unani- 
mous Negative.  Nor  does  any  thing  remain  in  order  to 
evince  the  Impropriety  of  the  Meafures  which  we  are  about 
o'JiiL'!!  r  '  k'  ^^^^^^^»TL<^rd  may  reckon  up  the  Sum  re- 
WwnS  'M-f^PJ^^'n?^  thofe  Troops.  Lethim  take  a 
vincL  h  '^'T^  ^^^^^^^^h  and  he  will  quickly  be  con- 
He  wUl  fe  Tk^7'  are  condemned  to  fuffe?  in  this  Caufe, 
He  ^^^U  find,  that   we  are  about  not  only  to  remit  yearly 


into 
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Into  a  foreign  Country  more  than  a  Million  and  a   half  of  An.  x6.  GtaMi 
Money,  but  to  hazard  the  Lives  of  xMultitudes  of  our  Fel-         '74^* 
low-Subje^Sy  in  a  Quarrel  which  at  moft  affeds  us  but  re-  ^ 
motely  ;  that  we  are  about  to  incur  as  Auxiliaries  an  Expence 
greater  than  that  which  the  Principals  fullaln. 

^  The  Sum  which  I  have  mentioned,  my  Lords,  enormous 
as  it  may  appear,  is  by  no  Means  exaggerated  beyond  the 
Truth.  Whoever  will  examine  the  common  Military  Efti- 
mates,  will  eafily  be  convinced,  that  the  Forces  which  we 
now  mainuin  upon  the  Continent  cannot  be  fupported  at 
lefs  Expence  ;  and  that  we  are  therefore  about  to  exhauft 
our«Country  in  a  didant  Quarrel,  and  to  lavifh  our  Blood 
and  Treafure  with  ufelefs  Profufion. 

*  This  Profufion,  my  Lords,  is  ufelefs,  at  leaft  ufelefs  to 
any  other  End,  than  an  oftenUtlous  Difplay  of  our  Forces 
and  our  Riches  ;  not  becaufe  the  Balance  of  Power  is  irre- 
coverably deftroyed,  not  becaufe  it  is  contrary  to  the  natural 
latereft  of  an  Ifland  to  engage  in  Wars  on  the  Continent^ 
nor  becaufe  we  (hall  lofe  more  by  the  Diminution  of  our 
Commerce,  than  we  fliall  gain  by  an  annual  Vidlory  :  It  is 
ufelefs,  not  becaufe  the  Power  of  France  has  by  long  Negli- 
gence been  fuffered  to  fwell  beyond  all  Oppdfition,  nor  be- 
caufe the  Queen  of  Hungary  ought  not  to  be  afliAed  at  the 
Hazardof  this  Kingdom,  though  all  thefe  Reafens  are  of 
Importance  enough  to  claim  our  Confideration  :  It  is  ufelefsj 
my  Lords,  becaufe  the  Queen  of  Hungary  may  be  a/Tifted 
more  powerfully,  at  Icfs  Charge ;  becaufe,  a  third  Part  of 
this  Sum  will  enable  her  to  raife,  and  to  maintain,  a  greater 
Body  of  Men  than  have  now  been  fent  her, 

*  Nor  will  the  Troops  which  (he  may  thus  be  enabled  id 
raile,  my  Lords,  be  only  more  numerous,  but  more  likely 
toprolecute  the  War  with  Ardour;  and  to  conclude  it  there- 
fore with  Succefs.  They  will  fight  for  the  Prefervation  of 
their  own  Country,  they  will  draw  their  Swords  to  defend 
their  Houfes  and  their  Eflates,  their  Wives  and  their  Chil- 
dren, from  the  Rage  of  Tyrants  and  Invaders ;  they  will 
enter  the  Field  as  Men  who  cannot  leave  it  to  tbdr  Enemies 
without  refigning  all  that  makes  Life  valuable;  and  who 
vill  therefore  more  willingly  die  than  turn  their  Backi. 

'  It  may  reafonably  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  the 
Queen  will  place  more  Confidence  in  fuch  Fofcei,  than  in 
Troops  which  are  to  fight  only  for  Honour  or  for.  Pay ;  and 
tliat  (he  will  exped  from  tfie  Affedion  of  her  own  Subjed? 
c  Degree  of  Zeal  and  Cot^ftancy  which  (he  cannot  hope  toi 
excite  in  Foreigners ;  that  (he  will  think  herfelf  n^ore 
i(cure  in  the  Protedion  of  thoie  whole  Fidelity  die  may 

Vct^YIUrf    Part**  Y  ftcufe 
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,  I6i  Gto.II.  Secure  by  the  Solemnity  of  an  Oath,  than  thofe  who  have  no 
*74*'      ,  particular  Regard  for  her  Perfon,  nor  any  Obligation  to  fnp<- 
port  her  Government. 

*  It  is  no  inconfiderable  Motive  to  this  Method  of  afTifiing 
our  Ally,  that  we  (hall  entirely  take  away  from  France  all 
Pretences  of  Hoftilities  or  Refentment,  fince  we  (hall  not 
attack  her  Troops  or  invade  her  Frontiers,  but  onlyfumilh 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  with  Money,  without  directing  her 
how  to  apply  it.  I  am  far,  my  Lords,  from  being  fo  much 
intimidated  by  the  late  Increafe  of  tfie  French  Greatnefs,  as 
to  imagine,  that  no  Limits  can  be  fet  to  their  Ambition.  1 
am  far  from  defpairing,  that  the  Queen  of  Hungary  aJone, 
fupported  by  us  with  pecuniary  Afliftance,  ma^  be  able  to 
reduce  them  to  Solicitations  for  Peace,  by  driving  them  out 
of  her  Dominions,  and  purfuing  them  into  their  own.  But 
as  the  Chance  of  War  is  always  uncertain,  it  is  furely  moft 
prudent  to  chufe  fuch  a  Conduft  as  may  exempt  us  from 
Danger  in  all  Events ;  and  (ince  we  are  not  certain  of  con- 
quering the  French^  it  is  in  my  Opinion,  moft  eligible  not 
to  provoke  them,  becaufc  we  cannot  be  conquered  without 
Ruin. 

*  This  Method  is  yet  eligible  on  another  Account  ;  by 
proceeding  with  Frugality,  we  (hall  gain  Time  to  obfervc 
the  Progrefs  of  the  War,  and  watch  the  Appearance  of  any 
favourable  Opportunity  without  exhaufting-  ourfelvcs  fo  far 
as  to  be  made  unable  to  improve  them. 

*  The  Time,  my  Lords,  at  which  we  (hall  be  thus  cx- 
haufted,  at  which  we  (hall  be  reduced  to  an  abfolute  Inability 
to  raife  an  Army  or  equip  a  Fleet,  is  not  at  a  great  Dil- 
tance.  If  our  late  Prohifion  be  for  a  fliortTime  continued, 
we  (hall  quickly  have  drained  the  laft  Remains  of  the  Wealth 
of  our  Country.  We  have  long  gone  on  from  Year  to 
Year,  raifmg  Taxes  and  contradling  Debts,  and  unlefs  the 
Riches  of  Great  Britain  are  abfolutely  unlimited,  mufl  in  a 
ihortTime  reduce  them  to  nothing.  Our  Expenccs  arc  not 
all,  indeed,  equally  deftrudtive ;  lome,  tho*  die  Method  of 
raifing  them  be  vexatious  and  oppreflive,  do  not  much  im- 
poverini  the  Nation,  becaufe  they  are  refonded  by  the  Ex- 
travagance and  Luxury  of  thofe  who  are  retained  in  the  Pay 
of  the  Court ;  but  foreign  Wars  threaten  immediate  Dcflruc- 
tion,  fince  the  Money  that  is  (pent  in  diftant  Countries  can 
never  fall  back  into  its  former  Channels,  but  is  diffipated  on 
the  Continent  and  irrecoverably  loft. 

^  When  this  ConCderation  is  pre(cnt  to  my  Mind,  and  on 
this  Occafion  no  Man  who  has  any  Regard  for  himfelf  or  his 
Pofterity  can  omit  it,  I  cannot  but  think  with  Horror  on  a 

Vote 
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Vote  Jby  which  fuch  prodigious  Sum«  are  wafted  into  another  *«•  «^*  Geo.  II. 
Region  :  I  cannot  but  tremble  at  the  Sound  of  a  Tax  for  the  •  ^^'  .  • 
Support  of  a  foreign  War,  and  think  a  French  Army  landed  ;    ' 

on  oar  CoaAs  not  much  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  annual 
Payment  to  which  we  appear  now  to  be  condemned,  and 
from  which  nothing  can  preferve  us  but  the  Addrefs  which  ia 
now  propoied. 

*  By  what  Arguments  the  Commons  are  perfuaded,  or 
by  what  Motives  incited,  to  vote  a  Supply  for  the  Support  of 
this  mercenary  Force,  I  have  not  yet  heard  ',  nor  as  a  Mem« 
bcr  of  this  Honfe,  my  Lords,  was  it  neceflary  for  me  to  en- 
quire. Their  Authority,  though  mentioned  with  fo  much 
Solemnity  on  this  Occaiion,  is  to  have  no  Influence  on  our 
Determinations.  If  they  arc  miHaken,  it  is  more  neceilary 
for  us  to  enquire  with  uncommon  Caution  x  If  they  are  cor* 
rapt,  it  is  more  neceflary  for  us  to  preferve  our  Integrity. 
If  we  are  to  comply  blindly  with  their  Dccifions,  our  Know- 
ledge or  Experience  are  of  no  Benefit  to  our  Conntry,  we 
only  wafle  Time  in  needlefs  Solemnities,  and  may  be  once 
more  declared  ufelefs  to  the  Publick. 

*  The  Commons,  my  Lords,  do  not  imagine  themfelve«, 
Aor  are  imagined  by  the  Nation,  toconftitute  the  Legiflaturei 
The  People,  when  any  uncommon  Heat  prevails  m  the  o- 
ther  Houfe,  difturbs  their  Debates,  and  ovcr-ruies  their  De« 
terminations,  have  been  long  accuflomed  to  exped  Redrefs 
and  Security  from  our  calmer  Counfels,  and  have  coniIdere4 
this  Houfe  as  the  Place  where  Reafon  and  JufHce  may  be 
heard,  when  by  Clamour  and  Uproar  they  are  driven  from 
the  other.  On  this  Occafion,  my  Lords,  every  Briton  fixea 
his  £yes  upon  ns,  and  every  Man  who  has  Sagacity  enough 
to  diicover  the  difmal  approach  of  publick  Poverty,  now 
fapplicates  your  Lordfhips,  by  agreemg  la  this  Addrefs^  to 
preterve  him  from  it;' 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  fpoke  to  the  following  Purports 
Mj^  Lards  J 

'  Having  very  attentively  obferved  Ac  whole  Progrefs  of  ^^  "«'^»»# 
this  unportant  Debate,  and  confidered  with  the  utmoft  Im* 
partiality  the  Arguments  which  have  been  made  ufe  of  on 
each  Sicie,  I  cannot  think  theQueftion  before  U9  doubtful  or 
difficult ;  and  I  hope  that  I  may  promote  a  fpeedy  Decifion  of 
it  by  re»<apitulatlng  what  has  been  already  ur|^,  that  the 
Debate  may  be  confider'd  at  one  View,  and  by  adding  (ome 
Obfervations  which  have  arifen  to  my  own  Thoughta  onthia 
Occafion. 

'  At  the  firft  View  of  the  Qjneftion  before  us  in  its  preie&iii 
1743.  V  a  *»Wj 
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An*  i^/ OM.lt  State,  no  Mao  can  find  any  Reafons  for  Prejudice  in  Pavour 
JJ^^  I  of  tfac  Addrefs  propofed.  This  Houleis,  indeed,  yet  divided, 
and  many  Lords  hitve  (jpoken  on  eadi  Side  with  fireat  Force 
and  with  great  Addrefs  ;  but  the  Authority  oF  the  other 
Houfe^  added  to  the  Numbers  which  have  already  declared 
in  this  for  the  Support  of  the  foreign  Troops,  is  fdfictent  to 
turn  the  Balance,  in  the  Opinion  of  any  Man  who  contents 
hlmfelf  to  judge  by  the  firft  Appearance  of  Things,  and  muft 
incline  him  to  imagine  that  PoGtion  at  leafl  more  probable, 
ivhich  is  ratified  by  the  Determination  of  one  Houfe  and  yet 
ondecided  by  the  other. 

*  I  know,  my  Lords,  what  may  be  obieded  to  thefe  Ob- 
iervations  on  the  other  Houfe  ;  and  readily  agree  with  the 
noUe  Lord,  thatourDeterminationsoughtnottobe  influen- 
ced by  theirs.  But  on  this  Occafion,  I  introduce  their  Decili- 
on  not  as  the  Decrees  of  Legiflators,  but  as  the  Refult  of  the 
Gonfideration  of  wife  Men  ;  and  in  this  Seufe  it  may  be  no 
icTs  reafbnable  to  quote  the  Determinations  of  the  Commons, 
than  to  introduce  the  Opinion  of  any  private  Man  whofe 
Knowledge  or  Experience  gives  his  Opinion  a  Claim  to  our 
Regard. 

*  Nor  do  I  mention  the  Weight  of  Authority  on  one  Side 
as  fuificient  to  influence  the  private  Determination  of  any  in 
this  great  Aflembly.  It  is  the  Privilege  and  the  Duty  of  e- 
very  Man,  who  poflefles  a  Seat  in  the  higheft  Council  of  his 
Country,  to  make  Uie  of  his  own  Eyes  and  his  own  Under- 
ftanding  ;  to  rejedl  the  Arguments  of  which  he  cannot  find 
the  Force,  whatever  EfiPed  they  may  have  upon  others  ;  and 
to  difcharge  the  great  Truft  conferred  upon  him  by  confult- 
ing  no  Conicience  but  his  own. 

*  Yet  though  ure  are  by  no  Means  to  fufTer  the  Dctermi--' 
nations  of  other  Men  to  reprefs  our  Inquiries,  we  may  cer- 
tainly make  nfe  of  them  to  aflift  us  ;  we  may  very  pro- 
perly therefore  enquire  the  Reafons  that  induced  the  odier 
Houfe  to  approve  thofe  Bills  which  are  brought  before  them, 
itnce  it  is  not  likely  that  their  Confentwas  obtained  without 
Arguments,  at  leaft  probable,  though  they  are  not  to  be  by 
US  conifdered  as  conclufive  upon  their  Authority.  The  chief 
Advantage  which  the  Publick  receives  firom  a  Legiflature 
formed  of  (everal  diflindl  Powers,  is,  that  all  Laws  rouft  paftf 
throagh  many  Deliberations  of  Aflemblies  independent  on 
each  other,  of  which,  if  the  one  be  agitated  by  Fadion  or 
diftraded  by  Divifions,  it  may  be  hopol  that  the  other  will 
be  calm  and  united,  and  of  which  it  can  hardly  be  firared, 
that  they  can  at  any  Time  concur  in  Meafures  apparently 
dcifaudive  to  the  Commonwealth* 
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*  But  thcfc  Inqoiries^  toy  Lords^  however  proper  or  nc-  An.  i6.  Geo.  11. 
ceflary,  arc  to  be  made  by  us  not  in  folemn  Ailcmblies,  but  174a 
in  our  own  private  Charaders ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  not  now 
lay  before  your  Lordfliips  what  I  have  heard  from  thofe 
whom  I  have  confulted  for  the  Salce  of  obtaining  Informati- 
on on  this  important  Qiiedion^  or  (hall  at  leaft  not  offer  ft 
as  the  Opinion  of  the  Commons,  or  pretend  to  add  to  itany 
Influence  different  from  that  of  Reafon  and  Truth. 

'  The  Arguments  which  have  been  offered  in  this  Debate 
for  the  Motion,  are  indeed  fuch  as  do  not  make  any  uncom* 
mon  £xpedients  neceffary;  they  will  not  drive  the  Advocates 
for  the  late  Meafures  to  leek  a  Refoge  in  Authority  inftead 
of  Reafon  ;  they  require,  in  my  Opinion,  only  to  be  con- 
lidered  with  a  calm  Attention,  and  their  Force  will  imme* 
diately  be  at  an  £nd. 

*  The  moft  plaufible  Objeftion,  my  Lords,  is,  that  the 
Meafures  to  wnich  your  Approbation  is  now  defired,  were 
concerted  and  executed  without  the  Concurrence  of  the  Par* 
liament ;  and  it  is  therefore  urged,  that  they  cannot  now 
deferve  our  Approbation,  becaufe  it  was  not  aflced  at  the  pro* 
per  Time. 

'  In  order  to  anfwer  this  Objedion,  my  Lords,  it  is  ne* 
ceflary  to  confider  it  more  dUlin^ly  than  thofe  who  made  It 
appear  to  have  done;  that  wemayfiotfufferonrftlves  to  con^ 
found  Qiieftions  real  and  perfonal,  to  milbake  oneObje<ft  for 
another,  or  to  be  confounded  by  different  Views. 

*  That  the  Conlentof  the  Parliament  was  not  afked,  my 
Lofds^  fuppofing  it  a  Neglect,  and  a  Negledt  of  a  criminal 
Kind,  of  a  Tendency  to  weaken  our  Authority  and  (hake 
the  Foundation  of  our  Conftitution,  which  is  theutmoft  that 
the  moft  ardent  Ima^nation,  or  the  moft  hy]>erbofIcal  Rhe^* 
toric  can  utter  or  foggeft,  may  be  indeed  a  juft  Reafon  for 
Inventive  againft  the  Minifters,  but  is  of  no  Force  if  urged 
againft  the  Mealiires.  To  take  Auxiliaries  in  our  Pay  may 
be  right,  tho'  it  might  be  wrong  to  hire  them  without  ap- 
plying to  the  Parliament,  as  it  is  wopcr  to  throw  Water  up-  ^ 
on  a  Fire,  though  it  was  convey  d  to  the  Place,  without  the 
Leave  of  thofe  from  whofe  Well  it  was  drawn,  or  over 
vhofe  Ground  it  was  carried. 

*  If  the  Liberties  of  Europe  be  really  in  Danger,  if  our 
Treaties  oblige  us  to  affift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  againft  the 
Invaders  of  her  Dominions,  if  the  Ambition  of  France  rC'* 
qi^cs  to  he  reprelTed,  and  the  Powers  oi  Germany  to  be  ani- 
i6aied  againft  her  by  the  certain  Profpe^  of  a  vigorous  Sup'-* 
port,  I  cannot  difcover  the  Propriety  of  this  Motion,  even 
inpnofing,  that  we  have  not  found  from  the  Minifters  all  the 
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An.  16  Geo.  11.  ReTpea  that  we  have  a  Right  to  demand.    As  a  kwfiJ  A^- 
'74^       thority  may  do  wrong,  fo  Right  may  be  fometimcs  done  by 
■■  —     '  an  imlawfiil  Power  ;  and  farely,  though  Ufurpationonght  to 
be  puniflicd,  the  Benefits  v/hich  have  been  procured  by  it, 
^rc  not  to  be  thrown  away.     We  may  retain  the  Ttoom 
that  have  been  hired,    if  they  are  ufefal,  though  wc  IhouW 
cenfure  the  Miniftry  for  taking  them  into  Pay. 

*  But  the  Method  to  which  our  Concurrence  is  now  re- 
quired, is  a  Motion  by  which  we  are  to  punilh  ourfeives  for 
the  Grime  of  the  Minifters  ;  by  which  wc  are  about  to  leave 
ourfeives  defencelefs,  becaufe  we  have  been  armed  without 
our  Confcnt,  and  to  refign  up  all  our  Rights  and  Privileges 
to  Franccy  becaufe  we  fufpeft,  that  they  have  not  beca 
fufficicntly  regarded  on  this  Occafion  by  our  Minifters. 

*  Thoic  noble  Lords,  who  have  dwelt  with  the  grcateil 
Ardour  on  this  Omiflion,  have  made  no  Propofition  for  cen- 
furing  thofe  whom  they  condemn  as  the  Authors  of  it,  though 
this  Objcdion  mnft  terminate  in  an  Inquiry  into  their  Con- 
duct, and  has  no  real  Relation  to  the  true  Queffion  now  be- 
fore us;  which  is,  Whether  the  Auxiliaries  be  of  any  Ulc  ? 
Jf  they  vat  ufelefs,  they  ought  to  be  difchargcd  without  any 
other  Reafon ;  if  they  are  neceflary,  they  ought  to  be  retain- 
ed, whatever  Cenfure  may  fall  upon  the  Miniftry- 

<  I  am,  indeed,  far  from  thinking,  that  when  your  Lord- 
fliips  have  fufficicntly  examined  the  Affair,  you  will  think 
your  Privileges  invaded,  or  the  Publick  trepanned  by  Arti- 
fice into  expenfive  Meafures ;  Cnce  it  will  appear  that  the 
Miniftry  in  reality  preferred  the  moft  honctt  to  the  fafeft 
Methods  of  proceedmg,  and  chofe  rather  to  hazard  them- 
fclves  than  to  praaice,or  appear  to  praftice,any  Fraud  upon 
their  Country. 

<  When  it  was  refolved  in  Council  to  take  the  Troops  of 
Hanover  into  the  Pay  oi  Great  Britain^  a  Refolution  which, 
as  your  Lordfhips  have  already  been  informed,  was  made 
only  a  few  Days  before  the  Parliament  rqfe,  it  was  natural 
to  confider  whether  the  Confent  of  the  Parliament  fhould  not 
be  demanded.  But  when  it  appeared  upqn  Rcfiedion,  that 
to  bring  an  Affair  of  fo  great  Importance  before  the  laft 
Remnant  of  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  after  far  the  greater  Part 
had  retired  to  the  Care  of  their  own  Affairs,  would  be  ful- 
pefted  as  fraudulent;  and  might  give  the  Nation  Reafon  to 
fear,  that  fuch  Meafures  were  intended  as  the  Miniflers  were 
afraid  of  laying  before  a  full  Parliament ;  it  was  thought 
more  proper  to  defer  the  Application  to  the  next  Seffion,  and 
to  venture  upon  the  Meafures  that  were  formed,  upon  a  full 
Convidlion  of  their  Neceffity. 
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*  Thi«  ConduA,  my  Lords,  was  exsuEdy  conformable  to  Aa.  16.  Geo.  II. 
the  Demands  of  thofe,  by  whom  the  Court  has  hitherto  been  .  }J^ 
oppoied,  and  who  have  (ignalized  themfelves  as  the  moft 
watchjful  Guardians  of  Liberty.  Among  thefe  Men,  Votes 
of  Credit  have  never  been  mentioned  bat  with  Deteftation, 
as  Ads  of  implicite  Confidence,  by  which  the  Riches  of  the 
Nation  are  thrown  down  at  the  Feet  p(  the  Miniftry  to  be 
iquander'd  at  Pleafure.  When  it  has  been  urged,  that 
Emergencies  may  arife,  during  the  Recefs  of  the  Parliament, 
which  may  produce  a  Neceffity  of  Expences ;  and  that  there- 
fore fome  Credit* ought  to  be  given  which  may  enable  the 
Crown  to  provide  againd  Accidents,  it  has  been  anfwered, 
that  the  Expences  which  are  incurred  during  the  Recefs  of 
the  Parliament  will  be  either  neceflary  or  not ;  that  if'  they 
are  neceflary,  the  Minifby  have  no  Reafon  to  diftruft  the 
Approbation  of  the  Parliament,  but  if  they  are  nfelefs,  they 
ought  not  to  expedt  it.  And  that,  inllead  of  defiring  to  be 
exempted  from  any  fubfequent  Cenfures,  and  to  be  ^cured 
in  Exa^ons  or  Prodigality  by  a  previous  Vote,  they  ought 
willingly  to  adminifler  the  publick  Affairs  at  their  own  Ha- 
zard, and  a\va't  the  Judgment  of  the  Parliament,  when  the 
Time  fhall  come,  in  which  their  Proceedings  are  laid  before 
it. 

*  Such  have  hitherto  been  the  Sentiments  of  the  moft  zea- 
lous Advocates  for  the  Rights  of  the  People  ;  nor  did  I  ex- 
fc^  from  any  Man  who  defired  to  appear  under  that  Cha- 
rader,  that  he  would  cenfure  the  Miniftry  for  having  thrown 
themfelves  upon  the  Judgment  of  the  Parliament,  and  neg- 
U&td  to  fecure  themfelves  by  any  previous  Applications;  for 
having  trufted  in  their  own  Integrity,  and  expofed  their 
Conduct  to  an  open  Examination  without  Subterfuges  and 
^I'ithoat  Precautions.  I  did  not  imagine,  my  Lords,  that  a 
Parliament,  upon  whofe  Decifion  all  the  Meafures  which 
have  been  taken,  Co  apparently  depend,  would  have  been 
ftiled  a  Parliament  convened  only  to  regifter  the  Determina* 
tions  of  the  Miniftry  j  or  that  any  of  your  Lordftiips  would 
think  his  Privileges  diminifhed,  becaufe  Money  was  not  de- 
nianded  before  the  Ufe  of  it  was  fully  known. 

'  If  we  lay  afide,  my  Lords,  all  Inquiries  into  Precedents, 
and,  without  Regard  to  any  political  Confiderations,  cxa- 
mine  this  Affair  only  by  the  Light  of  Reafon,  it  will  furely 
appear,  that  tlie  Miniftry  could  not,  by  any  other  Method  of 
Proceeding,  h^ve  (hewn  equal  Regard  to  the  Parliament,  or 
equal  Confidence  in  their  fuflice  and  tlieir  Wifdom.  Had 
they  defired  a  Vote  of  Credit,  it  might  have  been  juftly  ob- 
jected, dial  they  required   to  be  trufted  with  the  publick 
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^  i6*  O«oll].  Money,  without  declaring  or  being  able  to  declare,  how  It 
was  to  be  employed  ;  that  eitlier  they  queftioned  the  Wifiloln 
or  Honefty  of  the  Parliament ;  and  therefore  diirft  undertake 
liothing  tUl  they  were  fecure  of  the  Supplies  neceilary  for 
the  Execution  of  it.  -  Had  they  informed  bodi  Houfes   of 
their  whole  Scheme,  they  might  have  been  ftill  charged, 
and  charged  with  great  Appearance  of  JuiUce,  with  having 
preferred  their  own  Safety  to  that  of  the  Publick,  and  having^ 
rather  difcovcr*d  their  Deficns  to  the  Enemy  than  trufted  to 
the  Judgment  of  the  Parliament ;  nor  could  any  Excufe 
have  been  inade  for  a  ConduA  fo  contrary  to  all  the  Rules 
pf  War,  but  fuch  as  muil  have  dlihonoured  either  the  Mini- 
(ters  or    the  Parliament ;    fuch   as    muft  have    hnply'd, 
either  that  thp  Meafures  intended  were  unworthy  of  Appro- 
bation, or  that  they  were  by  no  Means  certain  that  even  the 
bcft  Condudt  would  notbe  cenfured. 

'  Thefc  Objeiflions  they  forefaw  and  allowed  to  be  valid ; 
and  therefore  generpufly  determined  to  purfuc  the  End  u-hich 
pvery  Mai^  was  fupppled  to  approve,  by  the  beft  MeanS 
which  they  ^ould  difcover,  and  to  refer  the  ConduA  to  a 
full  Pariiament,  i^  which  ;hey  did  not  doubt,  but  their  In* 
tcgcity,  and  perhaps  their  Succefs,  would  find  them  Vindi- 
cator^* Inltead  of  applying  therefore  to  the  Remains  of  the 
Com;laons^  a  few  Days  before  the  general  Recefs,  inftead  of 
liifembling  their  Friends  by  private  Intimations,  at  a  Time 
when  moft  of  thofe,  from  whom  they  might  have  dreaded 
Oppofition,  had  retired,  they  determined  to  attempt  at  thdr 
own  Hazard  whatever  they  judged  neceilary  for  tlie  Promo- 
tion of  tlie  common  Caufe,  and  to  refer  thdr  Meafures  to  the 
Parliainent,  when  it  (hould  be  again  aflembled/ 

*  The  iVI:mner  in  which  one  of  the  noble  Lords,  who 
have  fpoken  in  Support  of  the  Addrefs,  has  thought  it  necef- 
fary  that  they  H^ould  have  applied  to  us,  is  indeed  (brae* 
what  cxtraordmary  ;  fuch 'as  is  certainly  without  Precedent, 
and  fuch  as  is  not  very  confident  with  the  conftituent  Rights 
of  the  diftercnt  Powers  of  the  Legiflature.  His  Lordihip 
has  been  pleafcd  to  remark  that  the  Crown  has  entered  into 
a  Treaty,  and  to  a(k  why  that  Treaty  was  not  previouflj 
laid  before  die  Parliament  for  its  Approbation  ? 

*  I  know  not,  ipy  Lords,  with  what  Propriety  this  Conr  . 
tradl  for  the  Troops  of  Huncrjer  can  be  termed  a  Treaty. 
It  is  well  known,  that  nq  Power  in  this  Kingdoni  can  enter 
into  a  Treaty  with  a  foreign  State  except  the  King  ;  and 
it  is  equally  certain,  tliat  with  Regard  to  Hanovcry  the 
fame  Right  is  limited  to  the  Eleftor.  This  Treaty  there- 
fcjre,  my  Lords,  is  a  Treaty  of  the  fanje  Perfon  with  him- 
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felf,  a  Treaty  of  which  the  two  Countcrpart$  arc  to  receive  An.  i6.  Geo.  If. 
their  Ratification  from  being  iign'd  with  the  fame  Hand.  174^. 
This  furely  is  a  Treaty  of  a  new  Kind,  fuch  as  no  national 
Aflembly  has  yet  conlider'd.  Had  any  other  Power  oi Great 
Britain  than  its  Kin?,  or  in  Hanover  any  other  than  the 
Elcdor,  the  Right  of  entering  into  publick  Engagements, 
a  Treaty  might  have  been  made,  but  as  the  Conilitution  of 
both  Nations  is  formed,  the  Treaty  is  merely  chimerical  and 
ab(blntely  impoflible. 

*  Had  fach  a  Treaty,  as  is  thns  vainly  imagined,  been 
really  made,  it  would  yet  be  as  inconfiftent  with  the  funda- 
mental Eftablifhment  of  the  Kingdom,  to  require  that  before 
it  was  ratified,  it  (hould  have  been  laid  before  the  Parliament. 
To  make  Treaties,  as  to  make  \^'ar,  is  the  acknowledged 
and  elkblilhed  Prerogative  of  the  Crown.  When  War  is 
declared,  die  Parliament  is  indeed  to  confider  whether  it 
ought  to  bccarry*d  on  at  the  Expence  of  the  Nation  ;  and  if 
Treaties  require  any  Supplies  to  put  them  in  Execution, 
they  likewife  fall  properly  at  that  Time  under  Parliamentary 
Cognizance  :  But  to  require  that  Treaties  ihall  not  be 
tran&Aed  without  our  previous  Concurrence,  is  almoft  to 
annihilate  the  Power  of  the  Crown,  and  to  expofe  all  our 
I>efigtts  to  the  Oppofition  of  our  Enemies,  before  they  can  be 
corapleated. 

'  If  therefore  the  Troops  of  Hanwer  can  be  of  ufe  for 
Ac  Performance  of  our  Stipulations,  if  they  can  contribute 
to  the  Support  of  the  Houfc  of  Auftria^  the  Miniflry  cannot^ 
in  my  Opinion,  be  cenfured  for  having  taken  them  into  Bri'  * 
tifi  Pay ;  nor  can  we  rcfufe  our  Concurrence  with  the  Com- 
mons in  providing  for  their  Support,  unlefs  it  (hall  appear, 
that  the  Defign  for  which  all  our  Preparations  have  been 
made,  is  fuch  as  cannot  be  executed,  or  foch  as  ought  not 
to  be  purfued. 

*  Several  Arguments  have  been  ofFer'd  to  prove  both  theft 
Pofidons  ;  one  noble  Lord  has  afftrted,  that  it  is  by  no 
Means  for  the  Advantage,  either  of  ouHelves  or  any  other 
Nation,  to  rcftore  the  Houfc  of  yluflria  to  its  ancient  Eleva- 
tion ;  another,  that  it  is  by  the  Imperial  Conftitations  un- 
lawful for  any  of  the  Princes  of  Germany  to  make  War  upon 
the  Emperor  foleranly  acknowledged  by  the  Diet,  They 
have  endeavoured  to  intimidate  us  by  turning  our  View 
to  the  Difficulties  by  which  our  Attempts  are  obftrudted. 
Difficulties  which  they  affeft  to  reprefent  as  infuperable,  at 
Icaft  to  this  Nation  in  its  prefent  State.  With  this  De- 
fign, my  Lords,  has  the  Greatne&  of  the  French  Power 
been  exaggerated,  the  Faith  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  qnefli- 
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An.  «6.G<o.Il.oned,  and  the  King  of  Prujpa  reprefented  as  determined  to 
JJ^^l         fupport  the  Pretenflons  of  the  Emperor  ;  with  this  View  has 
our  nataral  Strehgthbeen  depreciated,  and  all  our  Meafores 
and  Hopes  have  been  ridiculed,  with  a  Wantonnefs  not 
very  confident  with  the  Charafter  of  a  Britifi  Patriot. 

*  Moft  of  thcfe  Arguments,  my  Lords,  have  been  already 
anfwered,  and  anfweredin  fuch  a  Manner  as  has,  Ibelievey 
not  failed  of  convincing  every  Lord  of  their  Infufficiency, 
nnlefs  perhaps  thofe  are  to  be  excepted  by  whom  they  were 
offered.  It  has  with  great  Propriety  been  obferv'd,  that  the 
Inconfiftency  imputed  to  hisMajefty  in  oppofing  the  Emperor 
for  whom  he  voted,  is  merely  imaginary ;  finccit  is  not  a  nc- 
cefTarv  Gonfequence,  that  he  for  whom  he  voted  is  therefore 
lawfully  eleded ;  and  becaufc  his  Majefty  does  not  engage  in 
this  War  for  theSake  of  dethroning  Ae  Emperor,  butof  fup- 
portingthe  Pragmatick  Sandion  ;  nor  does  he  oppofe  him  as 
the  Head  of  the  German  Body,  but  as  the  Invader  of  the  Do- 
minions of  the  HomTc  of  ^ufiria, 

'  With  regard  to  the  Propriety  of  maintaining  the  ^ff- 
ftrian  Family  in  its  prefent  Podeflions,  and  of  raifing  it,  if 
our  Arms  (hould  be  profperou8,'*to  its  ancient  Greatnefs,  it 
has  been  (hewn,  that  no  other  Power  is  able  to  defend  Eu- 
rope  either  againlt  the  Turks  on  one  Part,  or  the  French  on 
the  other ;  two  Powers  equally  profefling  the  deftrudBvc  In- 
tention of  extending  their  Dominions  without  Limits,  and 
of  trampling  upon  the  Privileges  and  Liberties  of  all  the  reft 
of  Mankind. 

*  It  has  been  fhewn,  that  the  general  Scheme  of  Policy 
uniformly  purfued  by  our  Anceftors  in  every  Period  of  Time,- 
fince  the  Increafeofthe/T-^/rc^ Greatnefs,  hasbeentopreierve 
an  Equipoife  of  Power,  by  which  all  the  fmaller  States  are 
preferved  in  Security.  It  is  apparent  that  by  this  Scheme 
alone  can  the  Happinefs  of  Mankind  be  preferved,  and  that 
no  other  Family  but  that  of  Aujiria  is  able  to  balance  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

*  The  Equipoife  of  Power  has  by  (bme  Lords  been  iroa* 
gined  an  airy  Scheme,  a  pleafing  Speculation  which,  how- 
ever it  may  amufe  the  Imagination,  can  never  be  reduced 
to  Pradice.  It  has  been  aiferted,  that  the  State  of  Nations 
is  always  variable,  that  Dominion  is  every  Day  transferred 
by  Ambition  or  by  Cafuahies,  that  Inlieritances  fall  by 
Want  of  Heirs  into  other  Hands,  and  that  Kingdoms  arc  by 
one  Accident  divided  at  one  Time,  and  at  other  Times  c«i- 
foiidated  by  a  different  Event  ;  that  to  be  the  Guardians  of 
ail  thoCe,  whofe  Credulity  or  Folly  may  betray  them  to  con* 
f ur  with    the  Ambition    of  an  artful  Neighbour,  and  to 
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promote  the  OpprdSon  of  themielves,  is  an  endlefs  Task  5  ^'  '^'  ^~*  ^* 

and  that  to  obviate  all  the  Accidents  by  which  Proyinces  may  .    ^^^\ 

dunce  their  Mafters,  is  an  Undertaking  to  which  no  human 

Fere&ht  is  equal  ;  that  we  have  not  a  Right  to  hinder  the 

Conde  of  Saccefllon  for  oar  own  Intereft^  hor  to  obflrud 

thofe  Contracts  which  independent  Princes  are  perfuaded  to 

make,  however  contrary  to  their  ownlntereft,  or  to  the  gene* 

ral  Advantage  of  Mankind.    And  it  has  been  concluded  by 

thofe  Reafonersy  that  we  (hould  (hew  the  highefl  Degree  of 

^ifilom^  and  the  trueft,  though  not  the  moft  refined  Policy, 

by  attending  fteadily  to  our  own  Intereft,  by  improving  the 

E&flenttons  of  our  Neighbours  to  our  own  AdTvantage,  by 

extending  our  Commerce  andencreafing  our  Riches,  without 

any  Regard  to  the  Hapoinefs  or  Miiery,  Freedom  or  Slavery, 

of  the  reft  of  Mankind. 

'  I  believe,  I  need  not  very  laborioufly  colled  Arguments 
to  prove  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  this  Scheme  of  fel&  Neg- 
fagence,  of  fiipine  Tranquility,  is  e<|ually  unprudent  and 
ungenerous ;  unce  if  we  examine  the  Hiftory  of  the  laft  Cen- 
tury, we  fhall  eaiily  difcover,  that  if  this  Nation  had  not 
ioterpoied,  the  French  had  now  been  Matters  of  more  than 
half  of  Europe  ;  and  it  cannot  be  imagined,  that  they  would 
have  fafFer'd  us  to  (et  them  at  Defiance  in  the  midft  of  their 
Greatnefs,  that  they  would  have  fpared  us  out  of  Tender- 
n^,  or  forbom  to  attack  us  out  of  Fear*  What  the  Spa- 
mards  attempted,  tho*  nnfuccefsfuUy,  from  a  morediflant 
Part  of  the  WorU,  in  the  Pride  of  theur  Weft  Indian  Afflu- 
ence, would  certainly  have  been  once  more  endeavoured  by 
Francey  with  far  greater  Advantages,  and  as  it  may  be  ima- 
gined, with  a  different  Event. 

*  That  it  would  have  been  endeavoured,  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed, becaule  the  Endeavour  would  not  have  been  hazardous  ; 
by  once  defeating  our  Fleet,  they  might  land  their  Forces, 
which  might  be  wafted  over  in  a  very  ihort  Time,  and  by  a 
(ingle  Vidory  they  might  conquer  all  the  Ifland,  or  that  Part 
of  it  at  leafty  which  is  mod  worth  the  Labour  of  Conqueft ; 
and  though  they  (hould  be  unfuccefsful,  they  could  fuffer  non 
thing  but  the  Mortification  of  their  Pride,  and  would  be  in  a 
fhort  Time  enabled  to  make  a  new  Attempt. 

*  Thus,  ray  Lords,  if  we  could  preferve  our  Liberty  in 
the  general  S«bje<5tion  of  the  Weftem  Part  of  the  World, 
we  (hould  do  it  only  by  turning  our  Ifland  into  a  Garrifbn  % 
by  laying  afide  all  other  Employment  than  the  Study  of  War, 
And  by  making  it  our  only  Care  to  watch  our  Coafts  :  A 
State  which,  furely,  ought  to  be  avoided,  atahnoft  anyEz- 
penceand  at  any  Hazard, 
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An.  i6.  Geo.  IT.  '  To  think  chat  we  could  extend  our  Trade  or  encreafe 
^^  .  ^^^  Riches  in  this  State  of  the  Contiaent^  is  to  lorget  the 
Effe&s  of  nniverfal  Empire.  The  French,  my  Lords,  would 
then  be  in  Pofleflion  of  all  the  Trade  of  thoie  Provisoes 
which  (he  had  conquered,  they  would  be  Mafiers  of  all  their 
Ports  and  of  all  their  Shipping ;  and  your  Lordfiiips  may  ea- 
iily  conceive  with  what  Security  we  {hould  venture  upon  the 
Ocean,  in  a  Sute  of  War,  when  all  the  Hart)our6  of  the 
Continent  afForded  Shelter  to  our  Enemies.  If  the  Frmch 
Privateers,  from  a  few  obfcure  Creeks,  unfupported  by  a  Fleet 
of  War,  or  at  leaft  not  fupported  bv  a  Navy  equal  ts^  eur 
own,  could  make  fiich  Devaftationsm  our  Trade,  as  enabled 
their  Country  to  hold  out  againft  the  Confederacy  of  aJmoft 
ail  the  neighbouring  Powers,  what,  my  Lords,  might  not 
be  dreaded  by  us,  when  every  Ship  upon  the  Ocean fliouki  be 
an  Enemy,  when  we  fhould  be  at  once  overborne  by  the 
Wealth  and  die  Numbers  of  onr  Adverfaries,  when  the 
Trade  of  the  World  (hould  be  in  their  Hands^  and  their 
Navies  no  lefs  numerous  than  their  Troops  ? 

^  I  have  made  diis  Oigreflion,  my  Lords,  I  hope  not  whol- 
ly without  Neceifity,  to  fiicw  that  the  Advantages  of  prefer- 
ring the  Equipoife  of  Europe^  are  not  as  they  have  been  Come* 
times  conceived,  empty  Sounds  or  idle  Notions  ;  but  that  by 
the  Balance  of  one  Nation  againd  another,  both  the  Safety  of 
odier  Countries  and  of  our  own  is  prcfcrvcd  ;  and  that  there* 
fore  it  requires  all  our  Vigilance  and  all  our  Refoladon  to 
efiabiilh  and  maintain  it. 

'  That  there  may  come  a  Time  in  which  this  Scheme  will 
be  no  longer  practicable,  when  a  Coalition  of  Dominions 
may  be  inevitable,  and  when  one  Power  will  be  neccflarily 
exalted  above  the  reft,  is  indeed  not  abfblutely  impoffible  ; 
and  therefore  not  to  be  peremptorily  denied.  But  it  is  not 
to  be  inferred,  that  our  Care  is  vain  at  prefent,  becaufe^ 
perhaps,  it  may  (broe  Time  be  vain  hereafter  j  or  that  we 
ought  now  to  link  into  Slavery  without  a  Struggle,  becaoic 
the  Time  may  come,  when  our  (Irongeft  Efforts  will  be  in*- 
efFedhaal. 

^  It  has  indeed  been  almoft  aflerted,  that  the  fatal  Hour 
is  now  arrived,  and  that  it  is  to  no  Purpofe  that  we  endea- 
vour to  raife  any  farther  Oppoiltion  to  the  univerfki  Mo- 
narchy projcAed  by  France,  We  are  told,  that  the  Nation 
is  exhaufted  aud  difpirited,  that  we  have  neither  laflu- 
ence  nor  Riches  nor  Courage  remaining,  that  we  fhall  be 
left  to  (land  alone  againfl  the  united  Houfe  of  Bourhon^  that 
the  Aujlriam  cannot,  and  that  the  Dutch  will  not,  adift  us, 
thait  the  King  of  Scrdima  wiU  defert  \i^%  Alliance^  that  the 
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King  otPruJJja  has  declared  againll  us  ;  and  therefore,  that  An.  *6.  Oeo.  U. 
by  engagmg  in  the  Support  of  the  Pragmatick  Sandion,  we         174*. 
are  about  to  draw  upon  ourfelves   that  Rain  which  every 
other  Power  has  foreieen  and  avoided. 

'  I  am  far  from  denying,  my  Lords,  that  the  Power  of 
France  is  great  and  dangerous  ;  hut  can  draw  no  Con/equence 
fit>m  that  Pofltion,  but  that  this  Force  is  to  be  oppofed  be* 
fore  it  is  ftill  greater,  and  this  Danger  to  be  obviated  while  it 
is  yet  furmountable,  and  furmountable  I  (till  believe  it  by 
Unanimity  and  Courage. 

'  If  our  Wealth,  my  Lords,  is  dimlni/hed,  it  is  Time  to 
confine  die  Commerce  of  that  Nation  by  which  we  have  been 
driven  out  of  the  Markets  of  the  Continent,  by  deilroying 
their  Shipping  and  intercepting  their  Merchants.  If  our 
Courage  is  deprefs'^,  it  is  deprefs'd  not  by  any  Change  in 
die  Nature  of  the  Inliabitants  of  this  Ifland,  but  by  a  long 
Conrie  of  inglorious  Compliance  with  the  Demands,  and  of 
mean  SubmifTion  to  the  Infults  of  other  Nations,  to  which 
it  is  neceflary  to  put  an  End  by  vigorous  Refolutions. 

*  If  our  Allies  are  timerons  and  wavering,  it  is  neceflary 
to  encourage  them  by  vigorous  Meafures,  for  as  Fear,  io 
Courage,  is  produc'd  by  Example  ;  the  Bravery  of  a  fingle 
Man  may  witnhold  an  Army  from  Flight,  and  other  Nations 
will  be  afhamed  to  difcover  any  Dread  of  that  Power  which 
Great  Britain  aiont  lets  at  Defiance.  They  will  be  lefs  afiraid 
to  declare  their  Intentions,  when  they  are  cohvinced  that 
we  intend  to  fupport  them  ;  and  if  there  be,  in  reality,  any 
Prince  who  does  not  favour  our  Defign,  he  will  be  at  leait 
lefs  inclined  to  obflruA  it,  as  he  finds  the  Oppofition  which 
he  mud  encounter  more  formidable. 

*  For  this  Reafon,  my  Lords,  I  am  far  from  difcovering 
the  Jullnefs  of  the  Opinion  which  has  prevailed  very  much 
in  the  Nation  on  this  Occafion,  that  we  are  not  to  adt  with- 
out Allies  ;  becauie  Allies  are  mod  eafily  to  be  procured  by 
a^ng,  and  becaufe  it  is  reafonable  and  neceflary  for  us  to 
perform  our  Part,  however  other  Powers  may  ncgleft  theirs, 

'  The  Advice  which  the  Parliament  has  often  repeated  to 
his  Majefty,  has  been  to  oppofe*  the  Progrefs  of  France  ; 
and  thou^  it  fhould  be  allowed,  that  he  has  been  advifed 
to  proceed  in  Concert  with  his  Allies,  yet  it  muft  be  under^ 
flood  to  fuppoie  fuch  Allies  as  may  be  found  to  have  Cou- 
rage  and  Honefly  enough  to  concur  with  him  :  It  cannot  be 
intended,  that  he  fhould  delay  his  AfiUbince  till  Corrup'* 
tion  is  reclaimed,  or  till  Cowardice  is  animated  ;  for  to 
promife  the  Queen  of  Hungary  Ailxftance  on  fuch  Terms, 
would  be  to  infolt  her  Calamities^  and  to  withhold  our  Sue* 
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Ad.  i6.  Oeo.n.conrs,  till  fhc  was  irrecoverably  ruined.  The  Pariiament 
174a.  could  not  iiifift  that  we  fhould  ftand  neuter,  till  all  thofe  who 
were  engaged  by  Treaty  to  fupport  the  Pragmatick  San^Bon, 
iliould  appear  willing  to  fulhl  their  Stipulations  ;  for  even 
France  is  to  be  numbered  among  thofe  who  have  promifed  to 
fupport  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  in  its  PoflTeflions,  however  (he 
may  now  endeavour  to  take  them  away. 

*  Even  with  regard  to  that  Power  from  which  moft  Aflif- 
tance  may  be  reafonably  expeded,  nothing  would  be  more 
imprudent  than  to  declare,  tiiat  we  determine  not  to  aA 
without  them  ;  for  what  then  would  be  neceflary,  but  that 
Hm:  French  influence  one  Town  in  their  Provinces,  or  one 
I>eputy  in  their  AlTembiies,  and  ruin  the  Houfeof  Auftria  in 
Security  and  at  Leifure, .  without  any  other Expencc  than 
that  ot  a  Bribe. 

*  It  was  therefore  neceflary  to  tranfport  our  Troops  into 
Flanders  f  to  fhew  the  World  that  we  were  no  longer  inclin- 
ed to  fland  idle  Spectators  of  the  Troubles  of  Europe,  that 
we  no  longer  intended  to  amufe  ourfelves  or  our  Confede^ 
rates,  with  Negociations  which  might  produce  no  Treaties, 
or  with  Treaties  which  might  be  broken,  whenever  the  Vi- 
olation of  them  afforded  any  Profjpeft  of  that  Advantage  ; 
that  we  were  now  refolved  to  facrince  the  Pleafures  of  Neu- 
trality and  the  Profits  of  peaceful  Traffick,  to  the  Security  of 
the  Liberties  of  Europe,  and  the  Obfervation  of  publick 
Faith. 

*  This  NecefTity  was  fo  generally  alIow*d,  that  when  tlic 
firft  Body  of  Troops  was  fent  over,  no  Objedtion  was  made 
by  tliofc  who  found  themfelves  inclined  to  cenfure  the  Con- 
dudl  of  our  Affairs  ;  but  that  they  were  not  fufficiently  nu- 
merous to  defend  themfelves,  and  would  be  taken  Prifoners 
by  a  French  Detachment ;  the  Miniflry  were  therefore  asked, 
why  they  did  not  fend  a  larger  Force,  why  they  engag'd  in 
HofHlities  which  could  only  raife  the  Laughter  of  our  Ene- 
mies, and  why,  if  they  intended  War,  they  did  not  raife  an 
Army  fuffident  to  procure  it  ? 

*  An  Army,  my  Lords,  an  Army  truly  formidable,  is 
now  raifed,  and  ailembled  on  the  Frontiers  of  Fr^xtr^,  ready 
to  aflifl  our  Ally,  and  to  put  a  Stop  to  the  Violence  of  Inva- 
fions.  We  now  fee  ourfelves  once  again  united  with  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  may  hope  once  more  to  drive  the 
OppreiTors  of  Mankind  before  us.  But  now,  my  Lords,  a 
clamour  is  propagated  through  the  Nation,  that  thefe  Mea- 
fures  which  have  been  fo  long  deflr'd,  are  pernicious  and 
treacherous  ;  that  we  are  armed  not  againft  France,  but  a- 
gainfl  ourfelves  ;  that  our  Armies  are  fent  over  either  not 
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to  figbt^  or  to  fight  in  a  Quarrel  in  which  we  have  no  Con-  Aa.  16.  Geo.  I^ 
cem  ;  to  gain  Viftories  from  which  this  Nation  will  receive  no         ^74* 
Advantage,  or  to  bring  new  Difhonour  upon  their  Country  * 
by  a  fliameful  Inaftivit j. 

<  This  Clamour,  which  if  it  had  been  confin'd  to  the 
Vulgar,  had  been,  perhaps,  of  no  great  Importance,  nor 
could  have  promoted  any  of  the  Defigns  of  thofe  by  whom 
it  was*  raifed,  has  been  mentioned  in  Siis  Houie  as  an  Argu- 
ment in  fovourof  the  Motion  which  is  now  under  the  Confi- 
deration  of  your  Lordfhips  ;  and  it  has  been  urged,  that 
thefc  Meafures  cannot  be  proper,  becaufe  all  Meaiures,  by 
which  his  Majefty's  Government  is  made  unpopular,  muft  in 
the  End  be  deftrudive  to  the  Nation. 

*  On  this  Occalion,  my  Lords,  it  is  neceflary  to  confider 
the  Nature  of  Popularity,  and  to  enquire,  how  far  it  is  to  be 
conGder'd  in  the  Adminiftration  of  publick  Af^rs.  If  by 
Popularity  is  meant  only  a  fudden  Shout  of  Applaufe,  obtain- 
ed by  a  Compliance  with  the  prefent  Inclination  of  the  Peo-* 
pie,  however  incited,  or  of  whatfoever  Tendency,  I  Ihall 
without  Scruple  declare,  that  Popularity  is  to  be  deipifed  ;  it 
is  to  be  defpifed,  my  Lor^s,  becaufe  it  cannot  ^e  preferved 
without  abandoning  much  more  valuable  Confiderations. 
The  Inclinations  of  the  People  have  in  all  Ages  been  too  va- 
riable for  Regard.  But  if  by  Popularity  be  meant  that  fettled 
Confidence  and  lafting  Efteem,  which  a  good  Government 
may  juftiy  claim  from  the  Subject,  I  am  far  from  denying 
that  it  is  truly  defirable  ;  and  that  no  wife  Man  ever  difre- 
garded  it.  But  this  Popularity,  my  Lords,  is  very  con- 
fident with  Contempt  of  riotous  Clamours,  and  of  miftaken 
Complaints,  and  is  often  only  to  be  obtained  by  an  Oppo- 
fitionto  the  reigning  Opinions,  and  a  Negledl  of  temporary 
Difcontents  :  Opinions  which  may  be  inculcated  without 
Difficulty  by  favourite  Orators,  and  Difcontents  which  the 
Eloquence  of  (editions  Writers  may  eafily  produce  on  Igno- 
rance and  Inconftancy. 

'  How  eafily  the  Opinions  of  the  Vulgar  may  be  regu- 
lated by  thole  who  have  obtained,  by  whatever  Methods, 
ihdr  Efteem,  the  Debate  of  the  Day,  my  Lords,  may  in- 
form us  ;  fince  if  die  Meafures,  againfl  which  this  Motion 
is  intended,  be  really  unpopular,  as  they  have  been  repre- 
fented,  it  is  evident  tliat  there  has  been  lately  a  very 
remarkable  Change  in*  the  Sentiments  of  the  Nation  ; 
for  it  is  yet  a  very  little  Time  fince  tlie  Repreffion  of 
the  Infolence  of  France,  and  the  Relief  of  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  was  fo  generally  wilhed,  and  fo  importunately  de- 
manded^ 
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An.  tS,  Geo.ir.  m^^^i  ^^^  hod  Meafures  like  tbe(e  been  then  formed  it  Is 
1741.       *  not  improbable  that  they  might  have  reconciled  the  Publick 
to  that  Man,  whom  the  united  Voice  of  the  Nation  has  long 
labour*d  to  overbear. 

*  It  is  indeed  urged  with  a  Degree  of  Confidence,  which 
ought^  in  my  Opinion,  to  proceed  from  Wronger  Proqf  dian 
has  yet  been  produced,  that  no  Hoftilities  aire  intended  ;  that 
our  Armaments  on  the  Continent  are  an  idle  Shew,  an  inof- 
fenfive  Ollcntation,  and  tliat  the  Troops  of  Hanover  have 
been  hired  only  to  enrich  the  Eledorate,  under  the  Appear- 
ance of  afTifling  the  Queen  oi  Hungary,  whom  in  reality  they 
cannot  fuccour  without  drawing  upon  their  Country  the  Im- 
perial Interdidl, 

'  It  has  been  alledged^  my  Lords,  that  thefe  Meafun-s 
have  been  concerted  wholly  for  the  Advantage  of  Hanover, 
that  this  Kingdom  is  to  be  facrificed  to  the  Eledorue^  and 
that  we  are  in  reality  intended  to  be  made  Tfibataries  to  a 
petty  Power. 

'  In  Confirmation  of  thefe  Suggeftions^  Advantage  has 
been  taken  from  every  Circumft^ce  that  couki  admit  of 
Mifreprefentation.  The  Conflitution  of  the  Empire  has 
been  falfiy  quoted,  to  prove  that  they  cannot  a^  agalnft  the 
Emperor,  and  tlieir  Ina^ivity  in  Flanders  has  been  produced 
as  a  Proof  that  they  do  not  intend  to  enter  German/, 

^  Whoever  (hall  confult  the  conflituent  and  fundasnental 
Paft  by  which  the  German  Form  of  Government  is  eftabliih^d, 
will  find,  my  Lords,  that  it  is  not  in  the  Power  of  the  Em- 
peror alone  to  lay  any  of  the  States  of  Cermatty  under  the 
Ban ;  and  that  the  Eledors  are  independent  in  their  own  Do- 
minions, fo  ^r  as  that  they  may  enter  into  Alliances  with 
Foreign  Powers,  and  make  War  upon  each  other. 

*  It  appears  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  no  Law  prohibits 
the  Elector  of  Hanover  to  lend  his  Troops  to  the  A/Tiftance 
of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ;  he  may  in  Confequence  of  Trea- 
ties march  into  Germany,  and  attack  the  Confederates  of 
the  Emperor,  or  what  is  not  now  intended,  even  the  Empe* 
ror  .himielf,  without  any  Dread  of  the  Severities  of  the 
Ban. 

*  Nor  does  the  Continuance  of  the  Forces  in  Flanders 
fhew  any  Unwillingne(s  to  begin  Hoftilities,  or  any  Dread 
of  the  Power  either  of  Prujfia,  whoie  Prohibition  is  meerly 
imaginary,  or  of  France^  who  is  not  lefs  perplexed  by  the 
Neighbourhood  of  our  Army,  than  by  any  other  Method  that 
could  have  been  taken  of  attacking  her  ;  for  being  obliged 
to  have  an  equal  Force  always  in  Readinefs  to  obferve 
their  Motions,  fhe  has  not  been  able  to  fend  a  newx\rmv 

againu 
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^mA  the  Aaftrftmf,  but  has  been  obliged' to    leave  theAa.i6.  0««.ll^ 
Emperor  at  their  Mercy,  and  fiificr  them   to  recover  BoSe^  .     ^7^ 
mia  without  Bloodfhed,  and  eftablifli  themfeives  at   Leifore 
in  Bavaria, 

'  Nor  is  this,  my  Lords,  the  only  Advantage  which  has 
been  gained  by  their  Refidence  in  Flanders  ;  for  the  United 
Provinces  have  been  animated  to  a  Concurrence  in  th^conr^ 
moo  Caufe,  and  have  confemed  ^o  far  to  depart  from  their 
darling  Nentrality^  as  to  fend  twenty  thoufand  of  their  For* 
CCS  to  garriibn  the  Barrier.  Of  this  no  Man,  Ifuppofe^  will 
laythatitisnot  ofgreat  Imjportance  to  the  Queen  of  Hun* 
gory,  fince  it  lets  her  free  from  the  Neceflity  of  diftrading 
her  Views,  and  dividing  her  Forces  for  the  Defence  of  the 
moft  dUlant  Parts  of  her  Dominions  at  once  ;  nor  will  it 
be  a/Enned,  that  this  Advantage  could  have  probably  been 
sained^  without  convincing  our  Allies  of  our  Sincerity  by 
tending  an  Army  into  the  Continent/ 

*  If  it  be  auced,  what  is  farther  to  be  expe^ed  from 
thefc Troops,  it  ought  to  be  remembred,  my  Lords,  with 
how  Mttle  Propriety  our  Miniflers  can  be  required  to  make 
pablick  a  Scheme  of  hoftile  Operations  ;  and  how  much  we 
ihonld  expofe  ourfeives  to  our  Enemies,  fhould  a  Precedent 
beeflabiiihed  by  which  our  Generals  would  be  incapacitated 
to  form  any  private  Defigns,  and  whereby  an  End  would 
be  for  ever  put  to  Military  Secrecy. 

*  What  Keceffity  there  can  be  for  propofing  Arguments 
like^thde,  I  am  not,  indeed,  able  to  difcover  ;  lince  the  Ob- 
jedions  which  have  been  made  feem  to  proceed  rather  from 
Obftiaacy  than  ConvidHon  ;  and  the  Reflexions  that  have 
been  vested,  feem  rather  the  Produd  of  Wit  irritated  by 
Malevolence,  than  of  Reafon  enlightened  by  cahn  Confide- 
lation.  The  Miniflers  have,  been  reproached  with  Hano» 
verian  Meafures,  without  any  Proof  that  Hanover  is  to  re- 
ccive  the  leaft  Advantage  ;  and  have  been  charged  with  be- 
traying their  Country  by  thoTe  who  cannot  fhow  how  their 
Country  is  injured,  nor  can  prove  either  that  Intereft  or 
Good  Faith  would  allow  us  to  fit  inaftive  in  the  prefent  Di-  " 
ftuchances  o^Europe,  or  that  we  could  have  aaed  in  any 
other  Manner  with  equal  Efficacy. 

'  It  is  fo  far  from  being  either  evident  or  true,  my  Lords, 
that  Great  Britain  is  facrificed  to  Hanover,  that  Hanover' 
is  evidently  hazarded  by  her  Union  ^Vith  Great  Britain* 
Had  this  Electorate  now  any  other  Sovereign  than  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  it  might  have  been  fecure  by  a  Neutra- 
lity, and  have  looked  upon  the  Miferies  of  the  ndghbour- 
ing  Provinces  without  any  Dimunition  of  its  People,   or  Di- 

VoL.  VlUr    Pan  j^  .  Z  ftuFbonc^ 
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ibL  «a.Gto.  41.  ftUfbanoe  of  its  Trauqnilicy  ;  nor  could  ftA^  Dinger  be 
*74*^        dreadcdj  or  any  Inconvenience  be  felt   but  from  an  open 

%0i  *|^-«ii«^   Dedaratton  in  Favour  of  die  Pragmatic  Sandion. 

'  Why  the  Hire  of  the  Tjoop$  of  any  particular  Country 
ftould  be  confidered  as  an  A^  of  SubmifTion  to  it,  or  of 
Dependency  upon  it,  I  cannot  difeover ;  nor  can  I  conceive 
4brwhat  Reafon  the  Troops  oi  Haaovtr  (hould  be  more 
dangerous  or  lefs  popular,  at  this  than  atany  former  Hmei 
or  why  the  Employment  of  them  fhouid  he  confidered  ts 
any  particular  Regard.  If  any  Addition  of  Dominion  had 
been  to  be  nurchafed  for  the  Electorate  by  the  united  Arms 
of  the  Confederate  Army,  I  (hould,  perhaps,  be  inclined  to 
cenfiire  the  Scheme  as  contrary  to  the  Intereft  of  my  native 
Country }  nor  (hall  any  Lord  more  warmly  oppofe  Defigns 
that  may  tend  to  aggrandife  another  Nadon  at  the  Expence 
of  this.  But  to  hire  Foreigners,  of  whatever  Country,  only 
to  fiive  the  Blood  of  Britons,  is,  in  my  Opinion,  an  Inftance 
of  Preference  whidi  ought  to  produce  rather  Acknowledg- 
ments of  Gratitude  than  Sallies  of  Indignation. 

*  Upon  the  moft.  exaA  Survey  of  this  Debate,  I  u^l 
boldly  affirmi  that  I  never  heard  in  this  Houfe  a  Queftion, 
to  untenable  in  itfelf,  fo  obftinately  or  fi>  warmly  debated  : 
But  I  hope,  that  the  Sophiftries  which  have  been  ufed,  how- 
ever artinl,  and  the  Declamations  which  have  been  pro- 
noancedy  however  pathetic,  will  have  no  Effed  upon  your 
Xx>rdfliipt.  I  hope,  that  as  the  other  Hbufe  has  already 
agreed  to  (upport  the  Auxiliaries  which  have  been  retained, 
and  which  have  been  proved,  in  this  Debate,  to  be  reluned 
for  the  ftron^eft  Reaions  and  the  moft  important  Purpofes, 
your  Lord/Iiips  will  (how,  by  rejeding  this  Motion,  diat 
you  are  no  Ids  willing  to  concur  in  the  Support  of  publick 
Faith  ;  and  that  yon  will  not  futfer  Poftenty  to  charge  yo« 
with  the  Advancement  oi  France,  and  the  Ruin  o£Eurofe. 

^  iiftB-'  "^^^  Que(Kon  bdngthen  put  upon  Lord  Stinihope*%  Mo- 
M^onfoT^f-  tion,  it  was  refolv'din  the  Negative  by  90  Voices  againfl  3^ 
ehtrglngthe  Hi-  The  following  Lords  were  prefent  at  the  Debate.  Thole 
noTerian  Forca,  diftinguifh'd  thus  *,  were  for  the  Motion,  and  proteded. 
fqedled.  Thofe  t,  were  for  the  Motion,  but  didnot  protcft.     Thofe  J, 

were  for  the  Motion,  but  difTented  only. 

liMdt  DteTent  at      ^Tchhiihofoi  Canterbury  (jk\    Lord  Chancellor  (b),    Lord 
^Se  Debate.      P^cfidcnt  (c),     J  Lord  Privy  Seal  (d).     Lord  Steward  (c). 
Lord  Chamberlain  (f ). 

Dukes 

(a)  Dr.  Potter,  (b)  Lord  Rardwicke*  (c)  Earl  of  Wilmirftoxu 
(d)  Ura  Go«er.    (e)  Duke  «f  I>odet.    (f  J  Duke  l»f  Gnltoii. 


(  til  ) 

Snkp  of  Richmond  (^^^  *  Beaufgrt^  St  JBan^  UeJs^  An.  H.O€».jL 

•  Betf/irJ,  Devonjhirc  (b),  Marlhrwgh  (c),  ^itZ/m^,  ;tf(>«.  »7i»% 

ta^uc  id),  Newcaftle  (e),   PortlanJ,    MaHciefier  {(),  dan- '^ " 

dais,  •  Bridgwater, 

Marquiflct  of  Twrr^irfp  (g),  Lothitm^ 
Ewrlsof  Pembroke  Qol)^  LiHcoInQ),  ^  Northamftow,  War^ 
vicA,   •  Denbigh,    •  iVeftmoreland,   Peterhortmgb,  WincheU 
fea  (k),    •  Chejierfield,    ♦  Smdfmkb,    Cardan,    AneUfey. 

•  >4^#/A«cy,    *  Shaftesbufy,  •  Li/rAM/,   ie<ft/wr,  i?;?i;/«* 

•  ^bii^dMy    Hdderne/s  (1),   Scarknmgb  (ro),    if(Vi6/W, 

•  Cbwr^/r^j  7^0^»  Cbolmndelejf  (n),  /ff//w  (o),  Im^ji  (p) 
i?ii«00r#  (q),  Portmore,  Jjlay  (r),  •  (^x/^or^^,  ♦  RockinghamJ 
*4^es/orJ,  .+  ^r(/?«/,  t  iytf///^a*,  (7^//r  ($),  •  Stanbcfe,' 
Jiarbonuigb,  Pom/ret,  f  Graham,  Ker,  fVaUegrave,  Fitz-^ 
%Mdter,  Maltw,  Bath. 

Vifconau,  f  Hereford,  Faaconberg  (t),  Tmonfiend,  f  Loup 
ide^  X  Cobham,  Falmouth,  fymington,  Harcourt  (u),  2V- 
ringt9n  (tC).  » 

^ikops,  LincokCy),  Rochefler  (^z),  Hereford  (jboC),  Sa*' 
rum  (bt),  Exeter  (cc),  Clouceper  (d«f),  Oxford  {ce)/^t  A^ 
ffh  (ff),  A&rw/ViJ  (ffg),  i?tf/i^^or  (hh),  BriftolQX),  Chi-' 
defter  (kk),  JJandaffm,  St  Daoid*s  (mm). 

Lordsy  Abergavemtf  0^\  Delawar,  Wilio^hiy  ^f  Par** 
htm.  North,  •St  John de Bletjhoe,  Qiftm,  f  Brooke,  PoulH, 
Strange  {oo\  Berkeley,  Conmallis,  ♦  Craven,  Stettfetl,  •Ha-^ 
verjham,  Carteret  (pp)>  Conway,  f  Herveyy  Somerville, 
^4?  (<jq)>  *  Montjqjff  t  Majham,  •Foley,  Bathurft  (rr),  ^n- 
/na,  f  Rmrnuy,  Caiman,  Dvcie,  Hobart  («»),  ;W«^  (ft), 
loveU (uu),  Ri^mMd,  •  rfl/A»/,  Montfort,  Ilchefter,  Fitz-' 
Williams,  Edgcumbe. 

1743  2  2  The 

(a)  MtlTer  of  the  Horie.    (^)  Lord  Lkutefftint  of  Irehnd.    (c)  Colonel 
of  tke  Second  Regiment  of  Foot-Giurdt.    (d)  Mafter  of  the  W^kdteb^  ' 
(e)  Secictwy  of  State,    (f )  Lord  of  the  BcdchiMcr.    (g)  Seoctiry  of 
Stai»  Ibr  Scotland,     (h)  Col.  of  a  Beginient  of  Horfe.     (i)  Loid  of  the 
Bedchamber,    (k)  Firil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty     ())  Lord  of  the  Bed-. « 
chiflriKr.    {ft)  Treafurer  to  the  Prince,    (n)  Chancellor  of  the  Dw^ 
of  Laacafler.    (o)  Captain  of  a  Trooo  of  Horfb    (p)  Col.  of  a  Regiment* 
(s)  OdI  of  the  Thud  ReginKnt  of  Foot-Goardi*    (r)  Lord  Juftice-Ge«  * 
acral  of  Scotknd.     (&)  Lord  of  the  Bedchamber,    (t)  Lord  of  the  Bid.  ' 
chamber,    (a)  Lord  of  ihc  Bedcbambcr.    (x)  One  of  the  Vice-Tieafarf  ^ 
en  of  Ireland,     (y)  Dr  Reynuids.    (a)  Dr  Wilcox,    {aa)  Dr  tcmo0« 
(bb)  Dr  Sherlock,    (cc)  Dr  CUget.    Md)  Dr.  Benfon.    (ee)  Dr.  Seeker. 
(fi)  Dr  Madox.    fgg)  Dr  Gooch.    fhb;  Dr  Herring,    fii;  Dr  BntUr. 
rkfc)  Dr  MawloD.     fiX)  Dr  Gilbert,    f mm;  Dr  Willet.    (tn)  Mailer  «f ' 
tke  Jewd'Officc.     foo;  Duke  of  Ath»le.      Cpp)  Sramry  of  Stat««  ' 
fqq)  Earl  of  KinouL    (rrj  Captain  of  the  Bead  of  Gentlemen  Pcnfionoi.  ^ 
(»)  Treaftirer  of  the  Chamber,     (tt)  Fhft  Cemmlffiinef  of  IMe. 
(m)  QM^  th«  CoBumfliQiMM  of  d»  Pofi'.Offisik 
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An.  16.  Geo.  11.     The  Proteft  entred  on  the  Journals  upon  this  Occafion  U 

*74»-        as  follows. 
|_.  -^-M,V       X)ifenHcnt* 

Ooioer,  C.  P.  S. 

Cobhafftf 

^roteft  on  that      '  I.  Becaufe  we  apprehend,  That  the  aflcmbling  an  Ar- 

Occftfion.       '  ray  in   Flanders  laft  Year,  without  the  Concurrence  of  the 

'  States  General,  was  a  Meafure  not  only  unwarranted  by 

*  any  Advice  or  Confcnt  of  Parliament,  but  dire^Iy  repng- 

*  nant  to  tlic  declared  Senfe  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
'.  their  Rciblution  of  the  23d  of  *  March  laft;  it  not  ap- 
'  pearing  to  us,  That  any  one  Power,  engaged  by  Treaty, 
*•  or  bound  by  Intereft  to  fopport  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  ex- 
'  cept  Eugland  alone,  had  come  in  to  give  her  any  AiR- 
^  fiance,  or  |o  co-operate  with  as  in  any  Plan  towhkh  an 
'•  Army  in  Flanders  could  be  fuppofed  to  conduce ;  and 
'  therefore  the  Support  then  promifed  by  that  Houle  to  his 
^'  Majefty,  upon  an  exprefs  conditional  SuppoCtion  of  bang 
'>  joined  by  fuch  other  Powers,  is  fo  hx  from  autfaonfing  a 
**  Meafure  entered  upon  in  Circumftances  totally  different^ 
'  that  it  plainly  points  out  the  Opinion  of  Parliament  againft 
^  fuch  an  Undertaking. 

'  II,  Becaufe  the  taking  16,000  Han^erians  into  the 
'  Service  of  Great  Brina'ntf  to  a^  in  Conjundion  with  the 
'  Engiifb  Forces  afiembled  in  Flanders,  without  confulting 
'  the  Parliament  upon  an  AiRiir  of  fuch  an  iatportant  and 

*  delicate  Nature  (altho'  it  was  forefeen  and  pointed  out 
'  by  the  King  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  at  the  Clofe  of 

*  the  laft  Sellion,  and  is  exprefly  referred  to  in  his  Majefty's 

*  Speech  at  the  Opening  ot  this)  feems  to  us  highly  deroga- 

*  tory  to  the  Rights,  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the   Great 

*  Council  of  the  Nation^  and  a  very  dangerous  Precedent  to 

*  future  Times. 

*  in.  Becaufe  the  reftoring  tlic  Balance  of  Power  in 
'  Europe^  hy    railing  the   Houfe    of  Aujlrla  to  ^ts  fbrtier 

*  Condition  of  Influence,  Dominion  and  Strength,  is  an  Ob- 

*  jedl  quite  unattainable  by   the  Arms  of  Great  Britain  a- 

*  lone:    And  for  the  attaining  of  which,  no  other  Power 

*  has  joined,  or  is  likely  to  join  with  us  in  any  offenfive  En- 

*  gagements,  either  againft  the  Emperor,  or  agoinft  Frfince. 
•'IV.    Becaufe  fuch  Afliftance  to  the  Queen  of  H angary ^ 

'  as    die  Situation  of  her  AfSiirs,   and  that  of  all  EtaropCy 

*  as  well  as  the  particular  Intereft  and  Policy  of  this 
'  -ifland  require,  would  have  been  more  properly  given 
'  in  Money,  with  much  lefs  Expence  and  Danger  ro  us, 

'  with 
•  Set  Ch  AM  0iiBa*f  Hiitorjr  of  the  Cmunoaii  Vol.  XIII,    P.  tt6. 
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with  mnch  more  EBe€t  and  Advantage  to  our  Ally*    The  Aa.  |6.  GecXj, 
38^000  Men,  now  (aid  to  be  oaid  for  her  Service,  coiis  ^      i74»« 
this  Nation   1,400,000!.  one  half  of  which  Sum  would  '      ' 
have  enabled  her  to  maintain  a  greater  Number  of  Men, 
capable  of  adting- wherever  her  AlFuirs  might  require  ;    fo 
that  above  700,000  1.  fcems  to  be  wantonly  lavilh'd  away 
upon  this  Occallon,  befides  the  Lives  of  many  cf  theSub^ 
jeds  oi  Great  Jrittiin, 

*  V.  Becaufe  we  a^)prchend,  That  the  Troops  of  the 
Elector  of  tianover  cannot  be  empljy'd  to  ac  in  Get' 
maw  againft  the  Mead  of  the  Empire,  wliofe  Title 
anci  Caufe  have  been  avowed  by  the  whole  ^ioJy,  in 
grandng  him  an  Aid  of  fifty  iloraan  ivlontl.s  for  his 
Support  in  this  very  V'ar,  without  incurring  the  ^lifque 
of  luch  Confequcnces  upon  any  ill  Succcfs,  as  neither 
a>nfifl.s  with  the  Safety  of  -fanwery  nor  with  the  i^ru- 
cicnce  of  j'!n^!anii  ;  in  which  ApprehenCon  we  are 
Urongly  confirmed,  by  thofe  Troops  not  having  adLe4 
in  C^ppoiltion  to  Marflial  jVIailMoiSf  at  a  Juncture  of 
Time  when  fuch  an  Afllftance,  given  to  the  <iueen  of 
Hunffarjiy  might  have  been  decifive  ;  and  for  loCng; 
wbioi  Opportunity,  no  other  natural  or  probable  Reafoa 
appears. 

*  VI.  Bf  caufe  the  aflembling  an  Army  in  Flanders,  noK 
then  attacked  by  the  French j  nor^  as  it  appears  to  us^ 
in  any  Danger  of  being  attacked,  could  be  of  no  V£t  ta 
the  Power  we  delign'd  to  allift,  nor  give  any  Hindrance 
or  Terror  to  France^  with  regard  to  the  Defigns  (he 
was  then  pnrfuing  ;  but  may,  in  its  future  Confe<^uenceSp 
probably  tend  to  draw  the  Arm^  of  that  Crown  into  thole 
Paru,  where  they  can  a<a  with  the  greateft  Advantage, 
and  engage  this  Nation  as  Principals  in  a  Land- War j, 
the  Expence  and  Danger  of  which  are  much  more  cer-* 
tain  and  evident,  than  the  Support  we  (hall  find  in  it  from 
other  Powers,  or  the  Means  we  fhall  have  of  carrying 
it  on. 

*  VII.  Becaufe  we  obferved,  with  the  utmoft  Coni 
ccm,  that  while  Great  Britain  is  exhaufting  itfelf,  al- 
moft  to  Ruin,  In  purfnance  of  Scheioes  pretended  to 
be  founded  on  our  Engagements  to  the  Queen  of  Hun* 
^aryy  the  Eleftorate  of  Hanover y  tho*  under  the  fame 
Engagements,  as  well  as  under  the  fame  Prince^  does 
iiot  appear  to  contribute  any  Tiling  as  an  Ally  to  her 
AMance,  but  is  paid  by  Great  Britain  for  all  the 
Forces  it  has  now  m  tlic  Field  ;  and  the  Bargain  made 
for  thofe  Forces,  is  much  more  difadvantageous  to  us,^ 


,i4.  OefKlI. 
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tkm  what  \i^  condaded  with  that  Eledlofau  in  xht  Year 
1702.  For  in  die  Convendon  then  figned,  there  is  no 
Sdpuhtion,  citfacr  for  Levy-Money,  ot  for  Recruit-Mo* 
ney^  with  both  which  we  are  charg'd  in  the  {>relhit  Dc- 
mandy  befides  other  extraordinary  Articles ;  and^  we  con- 
ceive, that  tbeArdcle  of  Levy-Money,  amoundng  alone 
to  no  leftaSnm  than  1399^1^!.  is  a  more  pardcnlv 
Hardfliip  upon  us,  becaufe  it  is  known  to  all  d^  World, 
that  the  16,000  Men  were  not  levied  at  the  Requeft,  nor 
ibr  the  Service  of  England  ;  but  diat  the  only  Addidon 
made  to  the  ufual  £{tabli(hment  of  the  £ledonl  Forces 
in  Time  of  Pea^,  was  6000  Men  raifed  fame  Time  be- 
fore, upon  the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor,  and  for  the 
Service  of  his  Majefty's  German  Dominions  ;  nor  can 
we  help  obferving,  that  when  we  contrafied  for  Hanevir 
Troops  in  June  1702,  their  Pay  did  not  commence  till 
the  Beginning  of  that  very  Month  in  which  fome  had 
aireadv  taken  the  Field,  and  the  reft  were  adually  upon 
dieir  March  ;  fb  that  the  Contrad  being  only  to  the 
firft  of  January  fbllowing,  England  receiv'd  the  Benefit 
of  the  Service  of  thofe  Troops  during  a  whole  Campugn, 
for  the  Pay  of  feven  Months  only  ;  whereas,  by  now 
taking  thQle  Troops  into  Pay,  on  the  31ft  of  Aaoufl 
1742,  that  i^  a  Month  before  they  began  their  March 
into  Flanders ^  till  the  26th  oi  December  1 743,  we  (hall 
give  them  fixteen  Months  Pay  for  the  Service  of  one 
Campaign  only,  if  they  (hould  ever  make  a  Campaign  at 
all ;  fo  that  Hanover  not  only  receives  die  great  and 
immediate  Profit  of  this  advanugcons  Bargain,  hot  is 
alfb  exonerated  of  above  half  the  Number  of  Forces, 
which  it  ufed  to  maintain  in  Times  of  the  mod  profound 
Tranquility. 

'  VII L  Becaufe  die  making  (b  nnnecedary  a  Bargain',  in 
'lb  very  unthrifty  a  Manner,  when  this  Nation  is  groaning 
under  (b  heavy  a  Load  of  Debts  and  Taxes,  engs^sed  in  a 
maritime  War,  at  a  mighty  Expence,  and  with  doubcful 
Succefs^  maintaining  a  great  nadonal  Army  abroad ;  and 
at  the  fame  Time  burthen 'd  at  home  with  22,000  Men  (the 
Ufe  of  which  we  cannot  difbover)  over  and  above  11*^50 
Marines,  excites  in  our  Minds  the  moft  alarming  and  me- 
lancholy Apprehenfions  of  the  Diflatis&Aion  and  Jealoii- 
fythat  mayarife  in  die  Breafts  of  his  Majefty's  mod 
-faithful  SubjeAs,  if  ever  the  fbrvile  Ambidon  of  any  Mini- 
fler  (hould  attempt  to  gain,  and  taint  the  Royal  *  Eaf , 
by  a  mifbken  Adulation  to  an  iraagiri'd  Pardality  (which 
Vfc  are  Jtertiiaded  does  not,  andc$ttndtcxifl)ihdi<j  "Behalf 
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^  of  an  Interefty  foteigii  to  that  of  tUf  Kingdom^  were  it  Aa.x6.  Ceo.lt 

'  ever  to  be  fuipedttl  from  anyfach  new  ^  forpiifing        174^ 

'  Appearances^  that  this  Nadon  could  be  engaged  in  the 

'  mm  expenfive,  chuneriod  and  dangenras  Scheme,  enter* 

'  ed  into  withoat  the  Advice  or  AppnSration  of  Parliament ; 

'  that  ics  Treafure  couJd  be  exhamted,  itt  Honour  mofed, 

'  and  its  SafiKy  riiqued,  for  no  other  End  than  to  aclvance 

'  that  forei^  Intereft|  and  make  fuch  a  Compliance  the 

^  Price  of  Favour  and  Power  :  We  are  convinced  it  would 

'  be  attended  with  more  Alienation  of  the  Hearts  of  the 

'  People  from  his  Majefty's  Peribn  and  Family,  than  almoft 

*  any  other  Mifinanagement  could  ever  produce!   We  there- 

*  me  think  it  the  highcft  Duty  we  owe  to  our  King  and 
'  Gountrjr,  to  enter  oar  timely  Protefl  againft  die  Approach 
'  of  fo  iatal  a  Mifchjef,  to  deprecate  the  pemidous  Efledt 
'  of  it  in  the  moft  folemn  Manner  we  can,  and  to  exprefs 
'  oar  earned  Defire,  that  this  Modon  had  been  complied 
^  widi|  in  order  to  ftop  an  Evil  in  its  Beginnings,  by  the 


'  diegreateft  Diibrder,  or  reduce  It  to  a  Slate  of  the  meaneft 
*  Dependency. 

ac/ter/UJf  Rocki^hm,  Wefhmrdand^  Beaufort ^  Shaftp> 
ittiy,  St,  Johnj  Montjayj  Bedford^  SianbopCj  Bridge 
vuier,  Sandmchy  AyUsbury^  Haver jh^m^  Hereford^ 
Talbot y  Covenhy^  Oxford  and  Mortimer ^  Northamptw^ 
AyUsfirdf  Utcbfiddy  Denbigh^  Craven^  Abingdon^  Foiay. 

Tbe  Modon  for  difchargtng  die  Hanovarians  being  rejeAed^ 
the  Earl  of  Scarbrough  fpoke  to  the  following  Effea. 
Mj  Lords  J 
^  It  has  been  juftly  obferved  in  the  Debate  of  dila  Day,  B^Scttirov^ 


that  the  Opinions  of  thePeoplc  o( Great  Britain  are  teffukted  jjiy*^,^??'' 
in  a  great  Meaiure  by  the  Determinadons  of  thisHoufe ;  that  ^^^^ 
they  con&ler  this  as  the  Place  where  Truth  and  Reafon  ob« 
tain  a  candid  Audience,  as  a  Place  facred  to  JuiHce  and  to 
Honour,  into  which  PaiEon,  Partiality  and  Fa^on  have 
been  very  rarely  known  to  intrude  ;  and  that  they  therefore 
watch  our  Deciiions  as  the  great  Rules  of  Policy  and  (land- 
ing Maxims  oi  Right,  and  readily  believe  thofe  Meafures  ne^ 
cenary  in  which  we  concur,  and  that  Condua  unblameaSle 
which  has  gained  our  Approbadon. 

*  This  Reputadon,    my  Lords,  wc  ought  diligendy  to 
f  wftrve  by  an  unwearied  Vigilance  forjhc  Happincfx  of  our 

Fellow^ 


(    156    ) 
An.  16.  Geo.lI,  Fellow-9nbjed&  ;  ami  while  ive  poflefs  k,  wc  ought  iikewife 
'7^'        to  employ  its  Influence  to  beneficial  Purpofes,  that  theCaafe 
'^  and  the  Efledl  may  reciprocally  produce  each  other;  that  the 

People,  when  the  Profperiiy  Avhich  they  enjoy  by  our  Care 
.inclines  them  to  repofe  in  us  au  implicite  Confidence^  may 
find  that  Confidence  a  new  Source  of  Felicity ;  that  they 
reverence  ns,  bccaofe  they  are  fecure  and  happy,  and  be  fe- 
curc  and  happy,  becaufe  they  reverence  us.    • 

*  This  great  End,  my  Lords,  it  will  not  be  very  difficult 
to  attain  ;  the  Foundation  of  this  exalted  Authority  may 
eafily  be  laid,  and  the  SuperftruAure  rai(ed  in  a  (hort  Time ; 
the  one  may^  laid  too  deep  to  be  .undermined,  and  theoiher 
ttfiilt  too  firmly  to  be  fhak'en  ;  at  leaft  they  can  be  impaired 
only  by  ourfelves,  and  may  fet  all  external  \loience  at 
Denance. 

*  To  prefcrvc  the  Confidence  of  the  People,  and  confe- 
Anently  to  govern  them  without  Force  and  without  Oppofi- 
tion,  it  is  only  neceflary  that  we  never  wiflingly  deceive 
them  ;  that  weexpole  the  pubiick  Affairs  to  their  View,  fb 
fiir  as  they  ought  to  be  made  pubiick,  in  their  true  State;  that 
we  never  fuffer  falfe  Reports  to  circulate  under  the  Sanson 
of  our  Authority ;  nor  give  the  Nation  Realbn  to  think  we 
are  (atisfied,  when  we  are  in  reality  fufpicious  of  illegal  De^ 
ifigns,  or  that  we  fixfpcA  thofe  Meafures  of  latent  Miichiefs 
with  which  we  are  in  reality  completely  fatisfy'd. 

^  But  it  is  not  fufiicient,  my  Lords,  that  we  publiAov- 
ielves  no  fellacious  Reprefen rations  of  our  Councels  ;  it  is 
neceflary  likewife,  that  we  do  not  permit  them  to  be  pib- 
lifh'd  ^  that  we  do  obviate  every  Falfhood  in  its  Rife,  and 
propagate  Truth  with  our  utmoft  Diligence  :  For  if  we  fuifcr 
^e  Nation  to  be  deceived,  we  are  not  much  lefs  criminal  thin 
tTiofe  who  deceive  it ;  at  leaft  we  muft  be  confcfTed  no  longer 
to  aft  as  the  Guardians  of  the  pubiick  Happinefs,  if  wc  fiiffcr 
it  to  be  interrupted  by  the  difperfing  of  Reports  which  Wc 
know  to  be  at  once  falfe  and  pernicious. 

'  Of  thefc  Principles,  which  I  fuppoie  will  not  be  con- 
tefted,  an  eafy  Application  may  be  made  to  the  Bufinefs  of 
the  prefent  Day.  A  Queflion  has  been  debated  with  great 
Addrefs,  great  Ardour,  and  great  Obflinacy,  which  is  in  it- 
felf,  though  not  doubtful,  yet  very  ipuch  ditfiifed,  compli* 
cated  with  a  great  Number  of  Circumflances,  and  extended 
to  a  Multitude  of  Relations  ;  and  is  therefore  aSubjeft  upon 
which  Sophifhy  may  very  fafely  praftifi;  her  Arts,  and  which 
may  be  fhewn  in  very  different  Views  to  thofe  whole  in- 
tellectual Light  is  too  much  coi|trafted  to  receive  the  whole 

Pbjft^ 
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Objeft  at  once.    It  my  cafily  be  affcrted  by  thofe  who  have  An,  i6.  Geo.  n 

Jong  been  accuftom^d  to  affirm  without  Scrapie  whatever  174a. 
they  defire  to  obtain  Belief,  that  the  Arguments  in  favour  of 
the  Motion,  which  has  now  been  rejefted  by  yoar  Lordflups^ 
were  nnanfwerable  ;  and  it  will  be  no  hard  Task  to  lay  be- 
fore their  Audience  fuch  Reafons  as,  though  they  have  been 
eafiiy  ojnfuted  by  the  Penetration  and  Experience  of  your 
Lordlhips^  may,  to  Men  unacquainted  with  Politicks  and  re* 
mote  from  the  Sources  of  Intelligence,  appear  very  formi- 
dable. 

*  It  is  therefore  not  fufficient,  that  your  Lordfhips  have 
rejeaed  the  former  Motion,  and  flicwn  that  you  do  not  ab- 
folutdy  difapprove  the  Meafures  of  the  Government  5  fince 
it  may  be  alferted,  and  with  fome  Appearance  of  Reafon, 
that  barely  not  to  admit  a  Motion  by  which  all  Meafures  of 
the  kit  Year  would  have  been  at  once  overturned  and  ani* 
hibted,  is  no  Proof  that  they  have  been  folly  juftified  and 
warmly  confirmed,  fince  many  of  the  Traniaaions  might 
have  been  at  lead  doubtfol,  and  yet  this  Motion  not  have 
been  proper. 

*  In  an  Afiair  of  fo  great  Importance,  my  Lords»  an 
Afair  in  which  the  Intereft  of  all  the  Weftem  World  is 
engaged,  it  is  necelFary  to  take  away  all  Sufpicions,  when 
the  Nation  is  about  to  be  involved  in  a  War  for  the  Seairity 
of  ourlelves  and  our  Poftcrity ;  in  a  War  which,  however 
profperous,  mufl  be  at  leaft  expenfive,  and  which  is  to  be 
carry'd  on  againft  an  £nemy  who,  tho'  not  invincible,  is  in 
a  very  high  Degree  powerful.  It  is  furely  proper  to  ihew 
in  the  moil  publick  Manner  our  Con  virion,  that  neither 
Prudence  nor  Frugality  has  been  wanting,  that  the  Incon« 
veniences  which  will  be  always  felt  in  fuch  Contentions,  are 
not  brought  upon  us  by  Wantonnefs  or  Negligence,  and 
that  no  Care  is  omitted  by  which  they  are  alleviated,  and 
that  they  may  be  borne  more  patiently,  becaufe  they  cannot 
be  avoided. 

*  This  AtteAation,  my  Lords,  we  can  only  give  by  a  fo- 
lemn  Addrels  to.^  Majelty,  of  a  Tendency  contrary  to  that 
of  the  Motion  iSw  rejeded  ;  and  by  fuch  an  Atteftation 
only  can  we  hope  to  revive  the  Courage  of  the  Nation,  tOv 
unite  thofe  in  the  Common  Caufe  of  Liberty  whom  falfe  Re- 
ports have  alienated  or  (haken,  and  to  reftorc  to  his  Majefty 
that  Confidence,  which  all  the  Subtilties  of  Fadion  have  been 
employed  to  Impair.  I  therefore  move,  that  an  bumble  Ad- 
drefs  be  prefentcd  to  his  Majefty,  to  this  Effca,  ^  That  in 

*  ^hcnntettledanddangeronsSitiiationofAffiirsin  Europe ,  Hat 

*  folding  acqnfiderableBody  of  ^r;V/>Forcesintotheyfi(/?r/tf« 
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An.  ii«Geo.lI.  <  Netherlands ^  and  augmendng  theikme  with  16600  of  hib 
1^  .  '  Majcfty's  £leaortI  Troops,  and  the  Hefians  in  the  Briti^ 
^~  <  Fay,  and  thtteby  in  conjundion  with  the  Queen  of  Humga^ 
<  ry%  Troops  in  the  Low  Conntries,  forming  a  great  Anny 
'  for  the  Service  of  the  Common  Cattie,  was  a  wife,  ufeftil 
'  and  necefiary  Meafure  ;  manifefUv  tending  to  the  Sopport 
'  and  Encouragement  of  his  Maje^'s  Allies,  and  the  real 
'  and  effedoal  Afliftance  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary ^  and  die 
'  reftoring  and  maintaining  the  Balance  of  Power ;  and  has 
'  already  produced  very  advantageous  Gonfequences.' 


Ct  9f  OKford* 


The  Earl  oSOxfird  *  fpoke  next  to  die  following  Efieft. 
My  Lordtf 

'  The  Neceflity  of  fupporting  our  Reputation  and  of  pre- 
ferving  the  Confidence  of  the  Publick,  I  am  by  no  means  in* 
cltned  to  difpute  ;  being  convinced,  that  from  die  Indant  in 
which  we  (hall  lofe  the  Credit  which  oiu*  Anceftors  have  de- 
livered down  to  us,  we  (hall  be  no  longer  conlider'd  as  a  Part 
of  the  Legiflature  ;  but  be  treated  by  the  People  only  as  an 
Aflembly  of  Hirelings  and  Dependents,  convened  at  thePlea- 
fure  of  the  Court  to  ratify  Decifions  without  Kxaminadon, 
to  extort  Taxes,  promote  Slavery,  and  to  (hare  with  die 
MinKhy  the  Crime  and  the  Infamy  of  Oppre(rion. 

*  For  this  Reafon  it  is  undoubtedly  proper,  that  we  avoid 
not  only  the  Crime  but  the  Appearance  of  Dependence;  and 
that  every  doubtful  QuefHon  (houid  be  freely  debated,  and 
every  pernicious  Pofxdon  publickly  condemned  ;  and  that 
when  our  Deci(ions  are  not  agreeable  to  the  Opinion  or  Ex* 
pedlations  of  the  People,  we  fhould  at  lead  (hew  them  that 
they  are  not  the  Efie^s  of  blind  Compliance  with  the  De- 
mands of  the  Minifhy,  or  of  an  impiicite  Rcfignation  to  the 
Direction  of  a  Party.  We  ought  to  (hew,  that  we  arc  un- 
prejudiced and  ready  to  hear  Truth,  that  our  Determinations 
are  not  dictated  by  any  Foreign  Influence,  and  that  it  will 
not  b^  in  vain  to  inform  us  or  ufelefs  to  petidon  us. 

*  In  thefe  Principles  I  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  who  has 
made  the  Motion  ;  but  in  the  Conlequenoes  which  are  on 
this  Occafion  to  be  drawn  from  them,  I  cannot  but  dilPer 
very  widely  from  him  ;  for,  in  my  Opinion,  nothing  can  fo 
much  impair  our  Reputation  as  an  Addrefs  like  that  which 
is  propofed  ;  an  /\ddrefs  not  founded  either  opon  Fads  or 
Arguments,  and  from  which  the  Nadon  can  coiled  onty,  diat 
the  Prote^on  of  this  Houfe  is  withdrawn  from  them,  and 
that  they  are  to  perl(h  as  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Inteivft  QiHsnjvtr^ 

'  Let 

*  Foicceeoed  his  C«ufifi  at  Earl  oFOxfot^  in  tkt  firftSefCflii,  ba^ then 
Knight  «f  the  Shire  for  Hcrc/crdihirc. 


(  i39  ) 
*  Let  us  confider  what  we  are  now  invited  to  aflcrt ;  and  Aa-  i6.Ceo.n. 
it  will  eaCly  appear^  how  well  this  Motion  is  calcalated  to  1^^ 
jmferv^  anid  to  advance  the  Repnutioh  of  this  Houfe.  We 
arc  to  aflerty  my  Lords,  the  Propriety  of  a  new  War  againft 
the  moft  formidable  Power  of  the  Univerfc,  at  a  Time 
when  we  have  been  defeated  and  dilgraced  in  our  Contefts 
with  a  Kingdom  of  inferior  Force.  We  are  to  declare  oar 
Rcadinefs  to  pay  and  raife  new  Taxes,  fince  no  War  can  be 
carried  on  without  them,  at  a  Tim^,  when  oiir  Commerce, 
the  great  Source  of  Riches,  is  oblbxi&ed ;  when  the  Intereft 
of  Debts  contra&d  during  a  long  War,  and  a  Peace  almoft 
equally  cxpenfivc,  is  preying  upon  our  Eftates ;  when  the 
Profits  of  the  Trade  of  niture  Ages,  and  the  Rents  of  the 
inheritances  of  our  lateft  Defcendants,  are  mortgaged  i  and 
what  ought  yet  more  to  aiFed  us,  at  a  Time  when  the  Out- 
cry of  jyifmtt  is  univerfal,  when  the  Miferies  of  hopeleft 
Poverty  have  (unk  the  Nation  into  Defpair,  when  Induftry 
icarcely  retains  Spirit  fufficient  to  continue  her  Labours,  and 
all  the  Lower  Ranks  of  Mankind  are  overwhelmed  with  the 
general  Calamity. 

*  There  may  perhaps  be  (bme  among  your  LoitKhips,  who 
may  think  this  Reprefentation  of  the  State  of  the  Publick 
exaggerated  beyond  the  Truth.  There  are  many  in  this 
Houfe  who  fee  no  other  Scenes  than  the  Magnincence' of 
Peafts,  the  Gayeties  of  Balls,  and  the  Splendor  of  a  (lourt ; 
and  it  is  not  much  to  be  wondered  at,  if  they  do  not  eaiily 
believe,  what  is  often  their  Intereft  to  doubt,  that  this 
Luxury  is  fupported  by  theDiftrefs  of  Millions,  and  that  this 
Magnificence  expofes  Multitudes  to  Nakednefs  and  Famine. 
It  Is  my  Cuftom,  when  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Parliament  is  over, 
to  retire  to  my  Eftate  in  the  Country,  where  I  live  without 
Nolle,  and  without  Riot,  and  take  a  Calm  and  deliberate 
Survey  of  the  Condition  of  thole  that  inhabit  the  Towns  and 
Villages  about  me.  I  mingle  in  their  Converfation  and  hear 
thtir  Complaints ;  I  enter  their  Houfes,  and  find  by  their 
Condition,  that  their  Complaints  are  jull;  I  difcover,  that 
they  are  daily  impoverifhed,  and  that  they  are  nOt  able  to 
ftruggle  under  t(ie  enormous  Burthens  of  publick  Payments, 
of  which  I  am  convinced,  that  they  cannot  be  levied  another 
Year  without  exhaufting  the  People,  and  fpreading  univer&I 
Beggary  over  the  N^alion. 

*  What'cau  be  the  Opinion  of  the  PubKck,  when  they  fee 
an  AddrcTs  of  this  Houfe,  by  which  new  Expences  are  re- 
comipended  ?  Will  the^  not  think  that  their  State  is  defpe- 
r^tej  and  that  tiey  are  fold  to  Slavery,  from  which  nbthittg 
b^lnfurre^ons  and  'Blbodfuea  can  I'ekaft  them  ?  If  they - 

retain 
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.  ift.  Qm*1I.  retain  any  Hopes  of  Relief  from  this  Houfe^  they  mnft  £x>n 

>74**         be  extinguifhed,  when  they  find  in  the  next  Glaufe^  that 

V""  '■^  we  are  funk  to  fuch  a  Degree  of  Servility  as  to  acknowledge 

Benefits  which  were  never  received^  ana  to  praife  the  invi- 

fible  Service  of  our  Army  in  Flanders. 

*  If  it  be  neceiFary,  my  Lords,  to  impole  upon  the  Pdb* 
licki  let  as  at  lead  endeavour  to  do  it  lefs  grofsly ;  let  us  not 
attempt  to  perfuade  tlem,  that  thofe  Forces  have  gained 
Victories,  who  have  never  feen  an  Enemy,  or  that  we  are 
benefited  by  die  Tranfportation  of  our  Money  into  another 
Country. 

'  If  it  be  neceflary  to  ccnfure  tbofc  noble  Lords  who  have 
fupported  the  former  Motion,  and  to  punifh  them  for  caring 
to  ufe  Arguments  which  could  not  be  confuted  ;  (for  this 
is  the  apparent  Tendency  of  the  prefent  Motion)  let  us  not 
lofe  all  Confideration  of  ourfelves,  nor  facrifice  the  Honour 
of  the  Houfe  to  the  Refcntment  of  the  Miniltry. 

*  For  my  Part,  my  Lords,  i  (hall  continue  to  avow  my 
Opinion  in  Defiance  of  Cenfures,  Motions,  and  Addre/ies  ; 
4nd  as  I  ftruggled  againfl  the  former  Miniflry,  not  becaufc  i 
envied  or  ha^  them,  but  becaufe  1  difapproved  tl/eir  Con- 
dudl,  I  (hall  continue  to  oppo(e  Mea(ures  equally  ddh-u^ve 
with  equal  Zeal,  by  whomfoever  they  are  proje^ted^  or  by 
whomfbever  patroniled. 

Then  the  Earl  oi  Chefterfield  fpoke  next  to  the  following 
Purpofe, 
My  Lords  J 
ftetfieU     ^  Afer  fo  full  a  Defence  of  the  former  Motion  as  the  late 
Debate  has  produced,  it  is  rather  with  indignation  than  Sur- 
pri(e,  that  I  hear  that  which  is  now  offered.     It  has  been  for 
a  long  Time  the  Pradice  of  thole,  who  are  fupponed  only 
by  their  Numbers,  to  treat  their  Opponents  with  Contempt, 
and  when  they  cannot  anfwer  to  intuit  them  ;  and  Motions 
have  been  made,  not  becau(e  they  were  thought  right  by 
tho(e  who  oflered  them,  but  becau(e  they  would  certainly 
be  carried,  and  would  by  being  carried  mortify  their  Op- 
ponents. 

^  This,  my  Lords,  is  the  only  Intent  of  the  prefent  Mo- 
tion, which  can  promote  no  uTcfiil  Purpofe,  and  which, 
though  it  may  flatter  the  Court,  muft  be  considered  by  the 
People  as  an  Infult ;  and  therefore,  though  I  believe  all  Op- 
pofition  frultlefs,  I  declare  tliat  I  never  will  agree  to  it. 

*  And  to  (hew,  my  Lords,  that  I  do  not  oppofe  the 
Minifbry  for  the  Sake  of  obftriidting  the  trublick  Counfels, 
or  of  irritating  thofe  whom  I  defpair  to  Qefeat;^  and  that  I 


(     X41  ■) 
tm  not  aftad  of  trofiing  my  Condad  to  th<!  impartial  Ex»*iu.  i6.  Geo.II« 

minatioa  of  Pofterity^  I  (hali  beg  Leave  to  enter^  with  my        i74t. 
t  Protcft,  the  Reafbns  which  have  influenced  me  in  this  ^  ^^'m\  ^ 
Day's  I>eliberaUony  that  they  be  coniidered  when  this  Qcief- 
tion  (hall  no  longer  be  a  Point  of  Interdi^  and  our  prefent 
Jealoofies  and  Animosities  are  forgotten. 

The.  Queftion  being  put  upon  the  Lord  Scarirough*%  Mo-  ^•'^  of  Scw- 
tion,  the  fame  was  agreed  to,  Ayes  78,  Noes  35.  broogh'i  ftiotioa 

The  Speakers  for  the  Refolution  proposed  by  the  Earl  ofJJaaTiIi^aFor! 
Scarbroughy  and  againft  the  Address  moved  for  by  Lord  ca  agreed  to. 
Stanbi^Cj  were  the  Duke  of  Newa^lcf  the  Lords  Carteret 
and  Bathurfly  the  Earls  of  Bathy  Scarbrough  and  Chotmon* 

(inleyy  and  the  Lord  Chancellor. For  the  Addrefs  were 

the  Duke  of  Bedfordy  the  Earls  of  Chejlerfieldy  Sandwichy 
Stanhopey  and  Oxford 'y  the  Lords  Hervey  and  Lortjclale,  >  ^m 
The  Duke  of  Argyle  and  E<irl  ofOrford  w^re  abfent. 

FebrtMry  7.    The  Lords  received  the  following.  State  of 
the  National  Debt,  viz. 

'''^S^^it^rJ:'  '^'i     46,956.146  :  03  :  ^ 
Increaied  between  December  31,7        ^    ^^  „^^ 
174I,  andZ>«:.  31,  1742,    S       ^^^^'^^ 


49,356,146  :  03  :  4i^^.^**^** 
Paid  off  within  the  laid  Time    — -     441,098  :  05  :  7    ««*^De*>^ 

Amount  of  the  National  Debt.  7       o  «  .  ^  «        i 

/)«;. 31,1743.  S     48,915,047  .-17:94 

The  next  Day  read  a  firfl  Time  a  Bill  to  punifh  Perfons 
wlio  (hould  aiEft  in  pulling  down  Turnpikes. 

Feb.  9.  The  (aid  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  Time ;  and  tKb 
Bill  to  puni(h  Perfons  who  iliall  aflifl  Prifoners  to  efcape^ 
ordered  to  beprinted. 

Feb.  15.  The  Lords  read  a  firftTime  a  Bill,  For  repealing  Delate  on  the 
certain  Duties  on  Spirituous  *  Liquors  and  on  Licences  for  re-  Bill  for  retadliog 

tailing  Spiittuooa  Li- 

f  See  before  p.  1 30,  qoon. 

*  By  this  Bill  a  (mall  Duty  per  Gallon  was  laid  on  at  the  Still-bead, 
and  the  Licence  was  to  coft  but  los.  which  was  to  be  gi  anted  only  to 
inch  as  had  Licences  for  felling  Ale. 

On  the- Credit  of  this  Bill,  as  foon  at  it  was  palTed  by  the  Commons^ 
the  Mintftry  borrowed  a  large  Sum  at  3  per  Cenr.  bat  it  was  fencrally 
believed  that  the  Sinking^  Fund  was  pledged  as  a  collateral  Security  to 
pay  any  Deficiency. 

The  Duties  propoied  to  be  repeale<i  !^ere  the  fe  laid  by  the  A^  of  the        « 
9th  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  whicii  pernditted  no  .  erfon  to  fell  Sjliritoous 
lJ^no*«  in  lefs  Quantity  than  two  Galtons  without  a  Licence,  tor  which 
S^L  was  to  be  paid.— -See  the  Debatf  oa  the  late  hir  |n(eph  Jekyire 
•Mod  for  brisginc  in  this  Bill,  in  Chandler*i  HiAory,  Vol  9.  p.  153*     < 


(    M2    ) 
Au»  t^.'Cf, UitaiBi^  the  fame  and  fir  lining  other  jia^s  ptk.  Sfitiums 
>74»'  Liquors y  ami  on  Licences  fir  retailing  thefiid  Uqu9rSy  which 

V»-  -v^-i  J  ^33  ordered  a  fecond  Readings  and  the  Lords  to  be  fum- 

moDcd. 
Altefatioos  io        The  fame  Day  died  the  Rt.  Hon.  George  Henry  Lee^  Earl 
the  Peense.        of  Utcbfieidy  Sc  fucceeded  by  his  Son  the  Lord  Vifconnt 
Quareadon^  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  Oxfird.    As  did  alfo 
the  Rt.  Hon.  Francis  Htrmerdy   Earl  of  Effingham^  Deputy 
Earl  Marshal  of  England^  and  Colonel  of  the  Fourth  Troop 
of  Life-GuardSy  fucceeded  by  his  Son  the  L»rd  Hcntmrd. 
Modon  for  the     ^^^'  ^^'  The  Lords  ordered  fcveral  Papers  to  be  laid  be- 
Opinioa  of  Phy»  fere  them  concerning  the  Piftiliing  *  Trade;  and  a  Motion 
tficiansy  touching  being  made  by  the  Lord  Herveyy  That  Three  of  the  moft 
Spirituoia  li-     eminent  Phyficians  be  ordered  to  attend,  to  be  examined 
^tton.  touching  the  pernicious  Efie^s  of  Spirituous  Liquors ;  it 

pafs'd  in  the  Negative,  Ayes  17,  Noes  33. 

The 
*  Produce  of  Low  Wiaei  mi  Spiritty  extnaed  finora  Ibiciga  Mitaia!t» 
from  MidCommer  173a  to  174^ 
CaUoMSt  at  6d, 
LowlVittes.  1.        s.    d. 
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(    »43    ) 
The  next  Day  feveral  Accounts  relating  to  Spirituous  Li-  An.  i«.  GmJI, 
^uors  were  laid  before  the  Hoofe,  and  the  Commiflioners  of  ,     ^74** 
Exciie^  according  to  Order,  brought  an  Account  of  the  Sums  ^^ 

arifing 

<)^aiititici  Mid  Produce  of  Low  Wines  and  Spirirt  «xtn£led  from  Malt 
or  Corn,  from  Midfoimner  173ft,  to  Miifranmer  1^42. 
Cai.  at  I  d. 


Lm  IViMt. 

1. 

t. 
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Cal.  at  3  d. 
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52^028^640         650,358      o    o 

Accottst  of  Rvm  and  ftrngm  Bxiady  imported  from  MtdTiumaer  1735, 
toMidTummer  1742. 

Rum  to 

Gallons  ^ 
332,2i5i  4^ 
390,715  r 
192,739*  ^t 
328,746  ^ 
416,8971.  gi 
32a,367  |: 
469,8994  ? 
Bciide»  M  iiMich  Brtjidj  oocnttr^d  each  Year.  The 
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•    (     H4    ) 
Aa.  |6.  Geo.  IL  arifing  by  the  laft  A&,  and  a  yeaiiy  Acooant  for  ievtral 
'   1742.        Years  palt ;  and  attending,  were  examined  coscerning  the 
^  i^^fm  ^  Execution  of  the  iaft  Aft. 
Bp  of  Qxon        ^^^  Bilhop  ofOsford*  enquired,  Whether  it  had  been  ef- 
'  fedually   out  in  Force ;    an  d  Queilions  of  the  fame  Kind 
were  asked  by  the  Lord  Lan/ddc  and  others  :  To  ivhich  the 
Commidioners  answered,  That  it  had  been  diligently  and  vi- 
goroufly  executed,  fo  for  as  they  or  their  Officers  had  Power 
to  enforce  it ;  but  tliat  the  Juitices  hod  not  always  been 
equally  zealous  in  feconding  their  Endeavours ;  and  that  it 
was  impo/Tible  to  difcover  all  the  petty  Dealers  by  whom  it 
was  infringed,  Spirituous  Liquors  ftill continuing  to  be  ibid  in 
finall  obfcure  Shops,  and  at  the  Corners  ot  the  Streets. 

Then  the  faid  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  a  Mo- 
tion being  made  for  committing  the  fame,  Lord  Htrvey  fpoke 
to  the  foOowing  Efeft : 

My  Lords, 
•Ld.  Her?ey,  '  Tho'  I  doubt  not  but  the  Bill  now  before  us  will  be  pro- 
moted in  this  Houfe,  by  the  fame  Influence  by  which  it  has 
been  conduced  thro^  the  other;  yet  I  hope,  its  Succels  will 
be  very  dlflPerent  ;  and  that  thole  Arts  by  which  its  Gonfo* 
quences,  however  formidable,  have  been  hitherto  concealed, 
V  or  by  which  thofewhofe  Bufoiefsitwas  to  have  detected  them, 
have  been  induced  to  turn  their  Eyes  afide,  will  not  be  prac- 
tifed  here  with  the  fame  Efficacy,  though  they  Ihould  happen 
to  be  attempted  with  the  fame  Confidence.  I  hope  that 
Zeal  for  the  Promotion  of  Virtue,,  and  that  Regard  to  pub- 
lic Happinefs,  which  has  on  all  Occaiions  diftinguiihed  this 
illuftrious  AlTembly,  will  operate  now  with  uncommon  En- 
ergy ;  and  prevent  the  Approbation  of  a  Bill,  by  which 
Vice  is  to  be  made  legal ;  by  which  all  the  Order  of  Society, 

and 

The  following  h  tn  Account  of  the  seat  *bA  grofs  Money  thtt  the  Ex- 
cife  of  Beer  and  Ale  has  broagfat  into  the  Gorernmenti  from  MidTinpmer 
'7S5>  ^  MidTumiDer  174a)  dtftioguiihing  each  Year,  vis. 
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Dr.  Seck«. 
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(     14^     S 
and  Decen^   of  regular  EftablKhments^  will  be  loft  in  the  An.  t6.  Geo.ll« 
wild  Confufions  of  Debauchery  encouraged  by  Law^  and  pro-  ^     ^4** 
moted  for  the  Support  of  Meafures  expenfive^  ridSculous^  and  ' 
nnneceflary. 

'  A  Law  of  fo  pernicious  a  Tendency  (hall,  at  leaft^  not 
paft  thro'  this  Houfe  without  Oppofition  ;  nor  (btdl  Drunk- 
cnnefsbeeftabliihed  among  us  without  the  Endeavour  of  one 
Voice  at  leaft  to  withhold  its  Frogrefs  ;  for  I  now  declare 
tax  I  oppoie  the  Commitment  of  this  Bill^  and  that  I  am 
determintti  to  continue  my  Oppofition  to  it  in  all  the  Steps 
by  which  the  Forms  of  our  Houfe  make  it  neceflary^  that  it 
ihonld  pafi  before  it  can  become  a  Law. 

^  Nor  do  I  (peak,  my  Lords,  on  this  Occaibn^  with  that 
Difbuft  and  mental  Hefitation  which  are  both  natural  and 
decent,  when  Que(tions  are  dubious,  when  Probability  feems 
to  be  almoft  equally  divided)  when  Truth  appears  to  hover 
between  two  Parties,  and  by  Turns  to  favour  every  S|9eaker. 
My  Lords,  I  don't  (peak  with  the  Diffidence  of  Inquury,  or 
die  Uncertainty  of  Conjecture,  nor  imagine  that  I  am  now 
examining  a  political  Expedient  of  which  die  Succefs  can  only 
be  perferay  known  by  Experience ;  and  of  which  therefore 
no  Man  can  abfolntely  determine;  whether  it  will  be  niefiil 
or  pernicious,  &r  a  metaph^iical.  Difficulty  which  may  be  dif* 
culled  for  ever  without  bemg  decided. 

*  In  conCdering  this  Bill,  my  Lords,  I  proceed  upon  ftal*' 
cd  and  invariable  Principles*  I  have  no  Fadts  to  examine 
bat  fuch  as  to  the  laft  Degree  are  notorious,  fuch  as  have 
been  experienced  every  Hour  (ince  the  Exiflence  of  Society^ 
and  (hall  appeal  to  the  Laws  of  all  civilized  Nations,  and  to 
the  Determinations  of  every  Man  whole  WilHom  or  Virtne 
have  given  him  a  Claim  to  Regard. 

'  Allthe  Decrees 'of  all  the  Legidators  of  the  Earth,  all 
the  Declarations  of  wife  Men,  all  the  Obfervations  which 
NaturefurnKhes,  and  all  the  Examples  which  HiftonrafFordt^ 
concur  in  condemning  this  Bill  belore  us  as  a  Bill  injurious  to 
Society,  deftrudive  of  private  Virtue,  and  by  Conlequenceof 
public  Happinefs,  detrimental  to  the  human  Species,  and 
therefore  %di  as  ought  to  be  rejected  in  that  Aflembly  to 
which  the  Care  of  a  Nation  is  committed  ;  that  Adembly 
which  ought  to  meet  only  for  the  Benefit  of  Mankind,  and 
whofe  Refolutions  ought  to  have  no  other  End  than  the  Sup- 
preffion  of  tho(e  Vices  by  which  the  Happinefs  of  Life  isob* 
ftruded  or  impaired. 

'  The  Bill  now  before  you,  my  Lords,  is  fundamentally 

wrong,  as  it  is  formed  upon  a  hateful  ProjeA  of  increafing 

the  Confumption  of  Spirituous  Liquors ;  and  conlequently  of 

promoting  Dmnkennefs  among  a  People  reproached  alreidy 

Vol  .   Viii.    Part  a.  A  a  i^ 
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An.  16.  Geo.  II.  for  it  throughout  the  whole  World.  It  contains  luch  a  Con- 
-illfl^  i  catenation  of  Enormities,*  teems  with  fo  vaft  a  Number  of 
Mifchiefsy  and  therefore  produces,  in  thofe  Minds  that  at- 
tend to  its  Nature,  and  purfue  its  Confequences,  fuch  end- 
lefs  Variety  of  Arguments  againft  it^  that  the  Memory  is 
perplexed,  the  Imagination  crowded,  and  Utterance  over* 
Durthened.  Before  any  of  its  pernicious  E/Teds  is  fully 
dilated  a  thoufand  other  appear,  the  Hydra  (Ull  (hoots  out 
new  Heads,  and  every  Head  vomits  out  new  Poilbn  to  infed 
6«ciety,  and  lay  the  Nation  defolate. 

*  I  am  therefore  at  a  Lofs,  my  Lords,  not  how  to  rai(e 
Arguments  againfl  this  Bill,  which  cannot  be  read  or  men- 
tioned without  furnifhiug  them  by  Thoufands ;  but  how  to 
methodife  thole  that  occur  to  me,  and  under  what  Heads  to 
range  my  Thoughts,  that  I  may  purfue  my  DeCgn  without 
Confiilion,  that  I  may  underibna  myfelf  and  be  underftood 
by  your  LordHiips. 

'  A  Multitude  of  Coniiderations  are  obvious,  all  of  Im- 
portance fufficient  to  claim  Attention  and  to  outweigh  the 
Advantages  propofed  by  this  hateful  Bill,  but  which  cannot 
all  be  nientioned,  or  at  leaft  not  with  that  Exadnefs  whioh 
they  deferve.  I  fhall  therefore  confine  myfelf  at  prefent  to 
three  Confiderations,  and  fhall  entreat  the  Attention  of  your 
Lordfhips,  while  I  examine  the  Bill  now  before  ns,  with  Re 
gard  to  Its  Influence  on  the  Health  and  Morals  of  the  People, 
the  Arguments  by  which  it  has  been  hitherto  fupported,  and 
the  Efreds  which  it  will  have  on  the  Sinking  Fund. 

'  The  Firft  Head,  my  Lords,  is  fo  copious,  that  I  find 
myfelf  very  little  relieved  by  the  Divifion  which  I  have  made. 
The  moral  Arguments,  though  feparated  from  thofe  which 
are  either  political  or  temporary,  are  iiiflicient  to  overpower 
the  flrongeft  Reafon,  and  overlk)w  the  mod  extenfive  Cora- 
prehenGon. 

'  It  is  not  ncceflary,  I  fuppofc,  to  (hew  that  Health  of 
Body  is  a  BlefCng,  that  the  Duties  of  Life  in  which  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  World  is  employed,  require  Vigour  and 
Adlivity  ;  and  that  to  want  Strength  of  Limbs  and  to  want 
the  necclfary  Supports  of  Nature,  are  to  the  lower  Clafles  of 
Mankind  the  lame.  I  need  not  obferve  to  your  Lord  (hips, 
whole  legiflative  Charafter  obliges  you  to  confider  the  gene- 
ral Connexion  of  Society,  that  all  the  Advantages  which 
high  Stations  or  large  PoUefnons  can  confer,  are  derived  from 
the  Labours  of  the  Poor  ;  that  to  the  Plow,  and  the  Anvil, 
die  Loom,  ami  the  Quarry,  Pride  is  indebted  for  its  Magni- 
ficence, Luxury  for  its  Dainties,  and  Delicacy  for  its  Eafe. 
A  very  little  Gonfideration  will  be  fuflicient  to  fhew,  that  the 
lowed  Orders  of  Mankind  fupply  Commerce  with  Manufoo* 

tures. 
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tares,  Navigation  with  Mariners,  and  War  with  Soldiers;  ^•'^•^^eo.  It 
that  they  conftitate  the  Strength  and  Riches  of Qvcry  Nation,  i  m-I^m 
and  that,  though  they  generally  move  only  by  fuperior  Di« 
redion,  they  are  the  immediate  Support  of  the  Commuxiity  ; 
and  that  withoat  their  Concurrence,  Policy  would  project  in 
vain,  Wifdom  would  end  in  idle  Speculation,  anci  the  De- 
tenninations  of  this  Houle  would  be  empty  Sounds « 

^  It  is,  therefore,  my  I^ords  of  the  utmoft  Importance^ 
that  all  Prances  (hould  be  fupprefTed  by  which  the  lower 
Orders  of  the  People  are  enfeebled  and  enervated;  for  if  they 
(hould  be  no  longer  able  to  bear  Fatigues  or  Hardfhips  ;  if 
an  epidemical  Weaknefs  of  Body  (hould  be  diffuled  among 
them,  our  Power  muft  be  at  an  End,  we  (hould  no  longer 
give  Law  to  Mankind  by  our  naval  Force,  nor  fend  out  Ar- 
mies to  fight  for  the  Liberty  of  difhmt  Nations.  We  (hould 
no  longer  fupply  the  Markets  of  the  Continent  with  our  Com- 
modities, or  (Kare  in  all  the  Advantages  which  Nature  has 
bcflowed  upon  difbint  Countries  ;  for  all  thefe,  my  Lords^ 
arc  the  Effefts  of  indigent  Induflry,and  nicchdnic  Labour, 

*  All  thefe  Bleiling^  or  Conveniences  are  procured  by  that 
Strength  of  Body,  which  Nature  has  beflowed  upon  the  Na- 
tives of  this  Country,  who  have  hitherto  been  remarkably 
robuft  and  hardy,  able  to  fupport  long  Fatigues,  and  to  con- 
tend with  the  Inclemency  ot  rigorous  Climates,  the  Violence 
of  Storms  and  the  Turbulence  of  Waves,  and  who  have  there- 
fore extended  their  Conquefts  witli  uncommon  Suceefs,  and 
been  equally  adapted  to  the  Toils  of  Trade  and  of  War,  and 
have  excelled  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  rival  them  cither  in 
thePraife  of  Workmanfliip  or  of  Valour. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  if  <he  Ufe  of  Spirituous  Liquors  be 
encouraged,  their  Diligence,  which  can  only  be  fupported 
by  Health,  will  quickfy  languilh  ;  every  Day  will  oiminifh 
the  Numbers  of  the  Manufacturers  and  by  confequence  aug- 
ment the  Price  of  Labour  ;  thofe  who  continue  to  follow  theii' 
Employments,  will  be  partly  enervated  by  Corruption,  and 
partly  made  wanton  by  the  Plenty  which  the  Advancement 
of  thar  Wages  wiU  afford  them,  and  partly  by  the  Know- 
ledge that  no  Degree  of  Negligence  will  deprive  them  of 
that  Employment  in  which  there  will  be  none  to  fucceed 
them.  All  our  Commodities,  therefore,  will  be  wrought 
with  lefs  Care  and  at  a  higher  Price,  and  therefore  will  be 
rejefted  at  foreign  Markets  in  Favour  of  thofe  which  other 
Nations  will  cxliibit  of  more  Value,  and  yet  at  a  lower 
Kate. 

'  No  fooner,  my  Lords,  will  this  Bill  make  Dninkennefs 

unexpenfive  and  commodious,  no  fooner  will  Shops  be  opcn- 
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An.  1$.  Ceo.  11.  ed  in  cvcryComcr  of  the  Streets,  in  every  petty  Village  and 
174*.        in  every  obfcure  Cellar  for  the  Retail  of  thefc  Liauors,  than 

'the  Work-Rooms  will  be  forfakcn,  when  the  Artificer  has  by 

the  Labour  of  a  fmall  Part  of  the  Day  procured  what  wH 
be  fufficient  to  intoxicate  hirti  for  the  remaining  Hours  5  for 
he  will  hold  it  ridiculous  to  wafte  any  Part  of  his  JLifc  in  fo- 
perfluous  Diligence^  and  will  readily  alTign  to  Merriment  and 
Frolicks  that  Time  which  he  now  Ipends  in  ufefid  Occapad« 
ons. 

*  But  fuch  is  the  Quality  of  thefe  Liquors,  that  he  will 
not  long  be  able  to  divide  his  Life  between  Labour  and  De- 
bauchery, he  will  foon  find  himfelf  difablcd  by  his  Excefies 
from  the  Profecution  of  his  Work  ;  and  thole  Shops  which 
were  before  abandoned  for  the  Sake  of  Pleafure,  will  foon 
bemadedefolate  by  Sicknefs  ;  thofewho  were  before  idle, 
will  become  difeafed,  and  either  perifh  -by  untimely  Deaths, 
or  languifti  in  Mifery  and  Want,  an  ufclcfs  Burthen  to  the 
Publick.  '  A 

*  Nor,  my  Lords,  will  the  Nation  only  fuffer  by  the  De- 
duction of  fuch  Numbers  from  ufeful  Employmenu,  but  by 
the  Addition  of  great  Multuudes  to  thofe  who  muft  be  fup^ 
ported  by  the  Charity  of  the  Publick.  The  Manufeaurcr, 
who  by  the  Ufe  of  Spirituous  Liquors  weakens  his  Limbs  or 
deftioys  his  Health,  at  once  takes  from  the  Community  to 
which  he  belongs,  a  Member,  by  which  the  common  Stock 
was  encreafed  ;  and  by  leaving  a  helplefs  Family  bdiind  him, 
encreafes  the  Burthen  which  the  Common  Stock  muft  n^ef- 
farily  fupport.  And  the  Ti'ader  or  Hufbandman  is  obliged 
to  pay  more  towards  the  Maintenance  of  the  Poor,  by  the- 
fame  Accident  which  diminifhes  his  Trade  or  his  Harveft, 
which  takes  away  Part  of  the  Afliftance  which  he  rccdved, 
and  raifes  the  Price  of  the  reft. 

*  That  theft  Liquors,  my  Lords,  Liquors  of  which  the 
Strength  is  heighten'd  by  Diftillatien,  havt  a  natural  Ten- 
dency to  inflame  the  Blood,  to  confume  the  vital  Juices,  de- 
ftroy  the  Force  of  the  Veflels,  contradt  the  Nerves,  and 
weaken  the  Sinews  ;  that  they  not  only  difbider  the  Blind 
for  a  Time,  but  by  a  frequent  Ufe  precipitate  old  Age,  cxaf- 
perate  Difeaies,  and  multiply  and  encreaft  all  the  Infirmities 
to  which  the  Body  of  Man  is  liable,  is  generally  known  to 
all  whofe  Regard  to  their  own  Health,  or  ftudy  to  preiervc 
that  of  others,  has  at  any  Time  engaged  them  in  lucfa  In* 
quiries;  and  would  have,  been  more  clearly  explained  to 
your  Lordfliips,  had  the  learned  Phyficians  been  foifered  to 
have  given  their  Opinions  on  this  Subje&j  as  was  yefierday 
propoled. 

•Why 
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*  Why  the  Projpolal  was  rcjc^ed,  myLords,  fbrivhat  Ab.i6.Gco.II.^ 
RaJbn,  in  the  Dilcaffion  of  fo  important  a  Queftion,  aiiv  ^     >74^ 
Kind  of  Evidence  was  refufed,  Pofterity  will  find  it  difficult  ' 
to  explain^  withoat  imputing  to  your  Lordfhips  fuch  Motives 
2%,  I  hope,  will  never  operate  in  this  Houfe.     It  will  be» 
pohaps^  thought  that  the  Danger  was    generally  known> 
diougn  not  acknowledged^  and  that  thole  who  relblved  to 
pafs  the  Billy  had  no  other  Care  than  to  obfimd  fuch  Infbr** 
madons  as  might  prove  to  Mankind  that  they  were  incited 
by  other  Defigns  than  that  ofpromoting  the  Publick  Good. 

'  It  is  not,  however,  neccrfary  that  any  very  curious  In- 
quiries fhould  be  madefor  theDilcovery  of  that  which  indeed 
cannot  be  concealed,  and  which  every  Man  has  an  Oppor* 
tonity  of  remarking  that  pafles  thro'  the  Streets. 

^  So  publick,  fo  enormous,  and  fo pernicious  has  been  this 
dreadful  Method  of  Debauchery,  that  it  has  excited  and  baf* 
Bed  the  Diligence  of  the  Magiftrates,  who  have  endeavonr^^ 
ed  to  ftop  its  Proerefsorhinder  its  Effeifts.  They  found  their 
Eflbrts  ineffedlnal,  and  their  Diligence  not  only  not  ufeful  to 
the  Publick,  but  dangerous  to  diemfelves.  They  quickly 
c^nenced,  mv  Lords,  the  Folly  of  thole  Laws  which  pu* 
nim  Grimes  inuead  of  preventing  them;  they  found  that  le- 
gal Authority  had  little  Influence,  when  oppoied  to  the  Mad- 
nels  of  Multitucfes  intoxicated  with  Spints,  and  that  the 
Voice  of  Jbflice  was  but  very  little  heard  amidft  the  Gla- 
mours of  Riot  and  Dmnkennefs. 

*  We  live,  my  Lords,   in  a  Nation,  where  the  Efk&s  of 
Ihong  Liquors  have  been  for  a  long  Time  too  well  known  #      / 
we  know  that  they  produce  in  almoll  every  one  a  high  Opi*     / 
nion  of  his  own  Merit ;  that  they  blow  the  latent  Sparks  of    / 
Pride  into  Flame,  and  therefore  deftroy  all  voluntary  Submif* 
fion  /  diey  put  an  End  to  Subordination,  and  raiie  every 
Man  to  an  Equality  with  his  Matter. 

'  Pride,  my  Lords,  is  the  Parent  and  Foflerer  of  Relent* 
ment ;  for  this  Reaibn,  Men  are  almofl  always  inclined,  in 
their  Debauches,  to  Quarrels  and  toBlood-fhed;  they  think 
move  highly  of  their  own  Merit,  and  therefore  more  readily  J/ 
conclude  tfaemfelves  injured  /  they  are  wholly  divefted  of  /^ 
Fear,  infenfible  ofprelent  Danger,  fuperior  to  all  Authori* 
ty,  and  therefore  tnooghtlefs  of  future  Pnaifliment :  And 
what  then  can  hinder  them  firom  expreffing  their  Refentment 
\ntfa  the  mod  offenfive  Freedom^  or  pttrfiiing  their  Revenge 
with  the  moft  daring  Violence. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  are  forgotten  Dilputes  often  rcviv'd-. 
and  after  havmg  been  long  reconciled^  are  at  lafl  terminated 
by  Blows  i  thus  are  Lives  deilroy'd  upon  the  mod  trifiin^ 

A  ^  3  Occa* 
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/In.  i6,  Geo.lI,  OccafioQS,  upon  Provocations  often  imaginary,  upon  chinie- 
'74^*     .   rical  Points  of  Honour,  where  he  who  gave  the  Onence,  pcr- 
*"'  ^^  '   haps  without  Dcfign,  fupports  it  only  becaufe  he  has  given 
it ;  and  he  who  relents  it,  purfues  his  Refentment  only  be- 
caufe he  will  not  acknowlec^  his  Miftake. 

'  Thus  are  Lives  loft,  my  Lords,  at  a  Time,  when  thofc 
who  fet  them  to  hazard,  are  without  Confcioufnefs-of  their 
Value,  without  Scnfe  of  the  Laws  which  they  violate,  and 
without  Regard  tp  any  Motives  but  the  immediate  Influence 
of  Rage  and  Malice. 

*  When  wp  confider,  my  Lords,  thefe  Effeds  of  Drunk- 
ennefs,  it  can  be  no  Subjeft  of  Wonder,  that  the  Magiftratc 
£nds  himielf  overborn  by  a  Multitude  united  agalnit  him, 
and  united  by  general  Debauchery.  Government,  my  Lords, 
fubfjfts  upon  Reverence;  and  what  Reverence  can  be  paid  to 
the  Laws,  by  a  Crowd,  of  which  every  Man  is  exalted  by 
|he  Enchantment  of  thofe  intoxicating  Spirits,  to  the  Inde- 
pendence of  a  Monarch,  the  Wifdom  of  a  Legidator,  and 
the  Intrepidity  of  a  Hero  ?  When  every  Man  thinks  thofe 
Laws  oppreflive  that  oppofe  the  Execution  of  his  pre(ent  In- 
tentions, and  confiders  every  Magiftrate  as  his  Periecutor 
^d  Enemy  ? 

*  Laws,  my  Lords,  fuppofe  Realbn  ;  for  who  ever  at- 
tempted tp  refirain  any  but  Bcafts  by  Force ;  and,  therefore, 
thofe  that  propofe  tjic  Promotion  of  publick  Happinefs 
which  can  be  produced  only  by  an  exa^  Conformity  to  good 
Laws,  ought  to  endeavour  to  preferve  what  may  properly 
be  called  die  publick  Reafon.  They  ought  to  prevent  a  ge* 
neral  Depravation  of  the  Faculties  of  thofe  whofe  Benefit  is 
intended,  and  whole  Obedience  is  required  ;  they  oudit  to 
take  Care  that  the  Laws  may  be  known,  for  how  efe  can 
(hey  be  obferved  ?  And  how  can  they  be  known,  or  at  leafi^, 
how  can  they  be  remembered  in  the  Heats  of  Drunkennefs  i 

f  That  the  Laws  are  univerfally  negleded  and  defied 
among  the  lower  Clafs  of  Mankind,  among  thole  whofe 
AVant  of  the  Lights  of  Knowledge  and  InlfniAion  makes 
poiitive  and  compulfory  Dire^ions  more  necellary  for  the 
Regulation  of  their  Conduft,  is  apparent  from  the  •  Repre- 
fentation  of  the  Magiftrates,  in  which  the  genera]  Diforders 
pf  this  great  City,  the  open  Wicke4nefs,  the  daring  Info- 
jence,  and  unbounded  Licentioufnefs  of  the  common  People, 
is  very  juftly  defcribed, 

'  Their  Wicked^cfs  and  Infolence,  piy  Lords,  is  indeed 

fuch 

9  The  Remonftran^es  pf  ^hc  Ju (Vices  of  Peace  for  WeftinlnAtr,  agsuift 
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Sxh,  that  Order  Is  almoft  at  an  End,  Rank  no  longer  con-  Am  t6.  Geo.  I 
fers  Refpcdl,  nor  doef  Dignity  afford  Security.     Th^  fame       V^* 
Confidence  produces  Infuks  and.Kobberies  ;  and  that  Infen.  < 
iibility  with   which    Debauchery  arms   the    iWind   equally 
againfl  Fear  and  Pity  aggravates  the  Guilt  of  KoSbery  with 
greater  Crimes  ;  tliole  who  are  fo  unhappy  as  to  fall  into  the 
Hands  of  Thieves,   heated  by  Spirits  into  Madmen,  feJdom 
elcape  without  fuffering  greater  Cruelties  than  the  Lofs  of 
Money. 

*  How  the  Ufe  of  thcfe  poilbnous  Draughts  quickly  dc* 
bititates  the  Limbs,  and  delboys  the  Strength  of  the  Body; 
how  fu  this  may  impair  our  Manufactures,  weaken  our 
Armies,  and  diminifli  our  Commerce  ;  how  it  may  reduce 
our  Fleets  to  an  empty  Show,  and  enable  our  Enemies  to 
triumph  in  the  field,  or  our  Rivals  to  fupplant  us  in  the 
Market ;  can  fcarcely,  my  Lords,  come  under  Conftderation, 
when  we  refled  how  Debauchery  operates  upon  the  Morals. 
*  It  is  happvy  my  Lords,  that  thole  who  are  inclined  to 
Mifchief,  are  difabled  in  a  fhort  Time  from  executing  their 
Intentions,  by  the  fame  Caufes  which  excite  them.  It  is 
happy,  my  Lords,  that  what  is  thus  violent,  cannot  be  lad- 
ing, that  thofe  Lives  which  are  employed  in  Mi(chief,  are  ge- 
nerally (hort,  and  that  fince  it  is  the  Quality  of  this  malignant 
liqnor  to  corrupt  the  Mind,  it  likewife  deltroys  the  Body. 

*'  But  this  EfFed,  my  Lords,,  is  not  constant  or  regular. 
Men  ibmetlmes  continue  for  many  Years  to  fupply  the  Ex* 
pences.of  Drunkennefs  by  Rapine,  and  to  exalperate  the 
Fury  of  Rapine  by  DrunKennds  ;  and,  therefore,  tho* 
there  could  be  any  one  fo  regardlefs  of  the  Happinefs  of 
Mankind,  as  to  look,  without  Concern,  upon  them  who 
thus  hurry  themfolves  to  the  Grave,  he  may  yet  be  incited 
by  his  own  Intered  to  prevent  the  Progrcfs  of  this  PraAice  ; 
a  PradUce  which  tends  to  the  Subverfion  of  aU  Order  in  So- 
ciety. It  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  ^at  publick  Happi* 
nefs  muft  be  in  a  ftated  Proportion  to  publick  Virtue  ;  that 
mutual  Trnft  is  the  Cement  of  Society,  and  that  no  Man  can 
be  trufled  but  as  he  is  reputed  honeft.  To  promote  Truft, 
my  Lords,  is  the  apparent  Tendency  of  all  Laws.  When 
the  Ties  of  Morality  arc  enforced  by  penal  San^ons,  Men 
are  more  afraid  to  violate  them,  and,  therefore,  are  truftcd 
with  left  Danger  ;  but  when  they  no  longer  fear  the  Law, 
they  are  to  be  leffarained  only  by  their  Confciences  ;  and  if 
ndther  Law  nor  Confcience  has  any  Influence  upon  their 
Condna,  they  are  only  a  Herd  of  wildBeails,  let  loole  to  prey 
upon  each  odier. 
^  Thus,  my  Lords,  will  all  Authority  ceafe,  Prop 
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An.  16.  Ceo.  n.  will  become  dtngerons  to  him  that  poflefies  it,  and  Gonfiifion 
i74>«        will  overfpread  the  whole  Cknnmunity  ;  nor  can  it  be  ealily 
^         '  conceived^  by  the  moft  extenfive  Comprehenfion,  how  m 
theMKchiefs  may  fpread,  or  where  the  Chain  of  deftm^re 
Confeouences  will  end. 

'  ^  It  wc  confider  our  Fleet  or  our  Anny,  my  Lords,  it  is 
apparent,  that  neither  Obedience  nor  Fidelity  can  be  ex- 
psdled  from  Men  upon  whom  all'  the  Ties  of  Morality,  and 
all  the  &mAions  otLaw  have  loft  their  Influence  ;  th!^wiii 
mutiny  without  Fear,  and  defert  without  Scruple,  and  upon 
the  leaft  Provocation^  turn  upon  thofe  by  whom  they  ou^t 
to  be  governed* 

'  But  Drunkennefs,  my  Lords,  not  only  comqts  Men, 
by  taking  away  the  Senfe  of  thofe  Reftraints  by  which  they 
are  generally  kept  in  Awe,  and  withheld  from  die  Perpc* 
tration  of  Villanies,  but  by  fixperadding  the  Temptadons 
of  Poverty ;  Temptations  not  eafily  to  be  refifted,  even  by 
thok  whoie  Eyes  are  open  to  the  Confeqnences  of  their  Ac- 
tions, and  which,  therefore,  will  certainly  prevail  over  thole 
whofe  Apprehenfions  are  laid  afleep,  and  who  never  extend 
their  Views  beyond  the  Grattf  cation  of  the  prefent  Mo* 
ment. 

^  Drunkefmefs.  mv  Lords  is  the  Parent  of  IdleneTs;  for 
no  Man  can  apphr  hmifelf  to  the  Bufinefs  of  his  Tmde, 
when  he  is  drunk.  Part  of  his  Time  is  fpent  in  Jollity, 
imd  Part  in  Imbedllity  ;  when  he  is  amidft  his  Companions 
he  is  too  gay  to  think  of  the  Confequences  of  neglefting  lus 
Employment ;  and  when  he  has  overburthened  himfelf  with 
Liquor,  he  is  too  feeble  and  too  (hipid  to  follow  it. 

^  Poverty,  mv  Lords,  is  the  Offspring  of  Idlenefs,  as 
Idlenefs  of  Drunkennefs  1  the  Drunkard's  Work  is  little,  and 
his  Expences  are  great ;  and,  therefore,  he  muft  foon  fee 
his  Familv  diftrefled,  and  his  Subftance  leduc^  to  nothing ; 
and,  furely,  my  Lords,  it  needs  not  much  Sagacity  to  cm* 
cover  what  will  be  the  Confequence  of  Poverty  produced  by 
Vice. 

^  It  Is  not  to  be  expected,  my  Lords,  that  a  Man  thus 
corrupted  will  be  warned  by  the  Approadi  of  Mifay  5  that 
he  will  recolledl  his  Underftanding,  and  awaken  his  Atten- 
tion ;  that  he  will  apply  hunfelf  to  his  Bufinefs  with  new 
Diligence;  endeavour  to  recover,  by  an  Increafeof  Appli* 
cation,  what  he  has  loft  by  Inattention .-  and  make  the  Re- 
mcmbranoe  of  his  former  Vices,  and  die  Difficulties  and 
Difeafes  which  they  brought  upon  him,  an  Incitement  ta 
bis  Indnftry,  a  Qonhrmation  of  nis  Refolution,  and  a  Sup- 
port to  his  Virtue. 

<Thae 
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'  That  this  is  indeed  poffible,  I  do  not  intend,  to  deny  ;Aik  i6.Geii.IL 
but  the  barePoinbility  of  an  Event  fo  defirahle,  is  the  utmoft  ^  }^^ 
that  can  be  adidtted  :  For  it  can  fcarcely  be  expeded,  thftt  ^ 
any  Man  (honld  be  able  to  break  through  all  the  Obibcles 
that  will  obftrud  his  Return  to  Honefty  and  Wifdom  ;  bis 
CompanixMis  will  endeavour  to  continue  the  infatuating  A-^ 
muiements  which  have  fb  long  deluded  him  ;  his  Appetite 
will  affift  their  Solicitations,  theDefireof  vrcCent  Eaie,  by 
which  all  Mankind  are  {bmetimes  led  afide  from  Vutne^ 
will  operate  with  unufual  Strength  ;  fince  to  retrieve  his. 
Miicondoft,  te  mufl  not  onlv  deny  himfelf  the  Pleafni« 
which  he  has  (b  long  indulged^  but  muft  bear  the  fidl  View 
of  his  Diftrefs,  from  which  he  will  naturally  turn  aGde  his 
Eyes.  The  general  Difficulty  of  Reformation  will  incline 
bun  to  feek  for  Eafe  by  any  other  Means,  and  to  delay  that 
Amendment  which  he  knows  to  be  neceflary,  from  Hour  to 
Hoor,  and  from  Day  to  Day,  till  his  Refolutions  are  too 
mucl^  weakened  to  prove  of  any  ESoGt,  and  his  Habits  con- 
firmed beyond  Oppofitioa. 

*  At  length  Neceffity,  immediate  Nece/Iity,  prefles  upon 
him  ;  his  Family  is  made  clamorous  by  Want,  and  his 
Calls  of  Nature  and  of  Luxury  are  equallv  importunate  ;  he 
has  now  loft  his  Credit  in  the  World>  and  n^ne  will  employ 
him  becaufe  none  will  truft  him  ;  or  Employment  cannot 
immediately  be  perhaps  obtained,  becaufe  his  Place  has  for 
a  long  Time  been  fupplied  by  others.  And  even  if  he  could 
obtain  a  Re-adnufllon  to  his  former  Bufinefs,  his  Wants  are 
now  too  great  and  too  prefling  to  be  fupplied  by  the  (low  Me- 
thods of  regular  Induftry  ;  he  mufl  repair  his  Lolles  by  more 
efficadous  Expedients,  and  muft  find  (bme  Methods  of  Ac* 
ouifition,  by  which  Uie  Importunity  of  his  Creditors  may  be 
utisfied. 

^  Induffay  is  'now,  by  long  Habits  of  Idlenefs,  become 
abnoft  irapradicable ;  his  Attention  having  been  long  amufcdL 
by  pleafinff  Objeds,  and  didipated  by  Jollity  and  Merriment^ 
is  not  really  recalled  to  a  Task  which  is  unpleafing,  becaufe 
it  is  enjoineid  ;  and  his  Limbs  enervated  by  hot  and  ftrong 
Liquors,  of  the  moft  pernicious  Kind,  cannot  fupport  the 
Fatigues  neceflary  in  the  Pra^ice  of  his  Trade.  What  was 
once  whoHbme  Exerdfe  is  now  unfupportable  Fatigue  ;  and 
he  has  not  now  Time  to  habituate  himfdf  by  Degrees  to  that 
Application  which  he  has  fblong  intermitted. 

^  In  this  State,  my  Lords,  he  eafily  perfuades  himfelf, 
that  his  Condition  is  defperate,  that  no  legal  Methods  will 
relieve  him  ;  and  that  therefore  he  has  nothing  to  hope  but 
from  the  Efforts  of  J^efpair.    Thefe  Thoughts  are  ^ituddy 

con* 
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An.  i6»  Geo,  II,  confirmed  by  his  Companion  s,  whom  the  fime  Mifcondnfi 
'74**  ,  has  reduced  to  the  fame  Diftrefs,  and  who  have  ah-eady  tried 
"^""^  '  the  Pieafures  of  being  fupportcd  by  the  Labour  of  others. 
*rhey  do  not  fail  to  explain  to  him  the  Polfibility  of  (udden 
Affluence,  and  at  word  to  celebrate  the  Satis&dtion  of  fhort- 
liv'd  Merriment.  He  therefore  engages  with  them  in  their 
nodurnal  Expeditions  ;  an  A  Jociation  of  VVickednefs  is 
formed,  and  that  Man  who,  before  he  tafted  this  infatuating 
Liqnor,  contributed,  every  Day  by  honeft  Labour  to  the  Hap- 
pinefs  or  Convenience  of^  Life,  who  fupported  his  Family  in 
decent  Plenty,  and  was  himfelf  at  Eafe,  becomes  at  once 
miferabie  ancl  wicked  ;  he  is  detefted  as  a  Nuifancc  by  the 
Community,  and  hunted  by  the  OfHcers  of  JufHce  ;  nor  has 
Mankind  any  Thing  now  to  wifh  or  hope  with  regard  to  him, 
but  that  by  his  fpeedy  Deftrnftion,  the  Security  of  the  Roads 
may  be  reftored,  and  t!ie  Tranquillity  of  the  hJight  be  freed 
from  the  Alarms  of  Robbery  and  Mi»rder. 

'  Thefe,  ray  Lords,  arc  the  Confequences  which  necefla- 
rily  enfue  from  the  Ufe  of  thofe  pernicious,  thofe  infatuating 
Spirits,  which  have  juftly  alarmed  every  Man  whom  Pleafofc 
or  Sloth  has  not  wholly  en^roffed,  and  who  has  ever  looked 
upon  the  various  Scenes  ot  Life  with  tl^.at  Attention  which 
tlieir  Importance  demand. 

*  Among  thefe,  my  Lords,  the  Clergy  have  difHnguiflied 
themfelvesby  a  zealous  OppoGtion  to  this  growing  Evil,  and 
have  warnecl  their  Hearers  vnth  the  warmeft  Concern  againft 
the  Mifery  and  Wickednefs  which  muft  always  be  the  Atten* 
dants  or  the  Followers  of  Drunkennefs.  One  among  them, 
whofe  Merit  has  raifed  him  to  a  ♦  Seat  in  this  auguft  Aflera- 
bly,  and  whofe  Inltruftions  are  enforced  bytheSan^Htyofhis 
Life,  in  a  very  pathetical  Manner  lan\ents  that  fo  much  Art 
and  Skill  have  o^en  ufed  of  late  Years  to  make  Dnmkcnnefs 
the  che.Mpefk  of  all  Vices.  This  Remark  is  in  his  excellent 
Difcourie  on  the  Infirmary  of  this  City,  wbere  he  has  ob- 
ferved  with  too  much  Juftnefs,  that  the  loweft  of  the  People 
are  therefore  univerfally  infe^ed  with  this  Vice,  and  that 
NecefGty  itfelf  is  become  luxurious. 

Herff  hfs  Lordfhip  read  the  Reprefentation  cf  the  College  of 
Phyjicians  in  the  Year  1736,  and  the  following  Preamble  H  tks 
A£i  of  the  ^th  of  his  prefent  Majefly^  viz. 

'  Whereas  the  drinking  of  Spirituous  Liquors  or  Strong  Wa^ 

*  ters  is  become  very  common^  efpecially  among  the  People  of 

*  lonver    and  inferior  Rank,    tne  conftant  and  excejpve  Vfc 

*  whereof 

*  Dr  Thomas  Srcmiocx,  Bifliop  of  Salisbury,  in  his  SennoQ  ftr  tko 
Benefit  of  the  Wefbninftcr  Infimmry. 
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*  'mbereff  lends  greatly  to  the  De^ruClkn  of  their.  Healths,  An.  i^OwU. 

*  rendering  them  unfit  for  ufeful  Labour  and  Bufinefs,  debauch'        ^4*' 

*  ing  their  Morals^  and  inciting  them  to  perpetrate  all  Vices  ; 

*  and  the  ill  Conjequences  of  the  excejfive  Ufe  of  fuch  Liquors 

*  are  not  confined  to  the  prefent  Generationy  but  extend  to  future 
'  ^ges,  ana  tend  to  the  Devaflation  and  Ruin  of  this  Kingdom  : 

*  For  Remedy  thereof  may  it  pleafe  Tour  moft  excellent  Maje* 

'  fly.  &c.' 

Then  bis  LonKhip  went  on  to  the  following  EfFe^  : 
My  Lords, 

*  Many  other  Authorities  might  be  produced,  and  fbmc 
oth^s  I  have  now  in  my  Hand,  bnt  the  Recital  of  them 
would  waftc  the  Day  to  no  Purpofe,  for  furely  it  is  not  necef- 
firy  to  fhew  by  a  long  Dedndhon  of  Authorities  the  Guilt  of 
Dmnkennefs,  or  to  prove  that  it  weakens  the  Body  or  that 
it  depraves  the  Mind  ;  that  it  makes  Mankind  too  feeble  for 
Labour,  too  indolent  for  Application,  too  ftupid  for  Inge- 
nuity, and  too  daring  for  the  Peace  of  Society. 

'  This  furely,  my  Lords,  is  therefore  a  Vice,  which 
ought  with  the  utmoft  Care  to  be  difcouraged  by  tho(c  whofe 
Birth  or  Station  has  conferred  upon  them  the  Province  of 
watching  over  the  publick  Happinefs  ;  and  whidi  furely  no 
Profpcdt  of  prefent  Advantage,  no  Arguments  of  political 
Convenience,  will  prevail  upon  this  Houfe  to  promote. 

*  That  the  natural  and  evident  Tendency  of  this  Bill  is 
the  Propagation  of  Drunkennefs  cafinot  be  denied,  when  it 
is  conGder'd,  that  it  will  encreafe  the  Temptations  to  it  by 
making  that  Liquor,  which  is  the  Favourite  of  the  common 
People,  more  common,  by  multiplying  the  Places  at  which 
it  is  fold  ;  fo  that  none  can' want  an  Opportunity  of  yield- 
ing to  any  Hidden  >Impulfe  of  His  Appetites,  which  will  fol- 
licit  him  more  powerrully  anJ  more  inceilantly  as  they  are 
more  frequently  and  more  eafily  gratified. 

*  In  Defence  of  a  Bill  like  this,  my  Lords,  it  might  be 
expeded,  that  at  leafk  many  fpecious  Arguments  fhould  be 
offered.  It  may  be  juftly  hoped  that  no  Man  will  rife  up  in 
Oppofitioh  to  all  Laws  or  Heaven  and  Earth,  to  the  AVifdom 
ot  all  Legiflators,  and  the  Experience  of  every  human  Be* 
ing ;  without  having  formed  fuch  a  Train  of  Armiments  as 
will  not  eafily  be  dlfconcerted,  or  having  formed,  at  leaft, 
inch  a  Chain  of  Sophiffay  as  cannot  be  broken  but  with  Dif- 
ficulty. 

'  And  yet,  my  Lords,  when  I  confider  what  has  beoo 

offered  by  all  who  have  hitherto  appeared  either  in   public 

AiKmblies^  or  in  private  Converfation^  as  Advo^tcs  for  this 

^  BUI 
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Afi.  i6«  Geo,  n.BUI^  I  am  Tcarcety  bdicvc,  that  they  perceive  themfttves  any 
^^  I  Force  in  their  own  Arguments ;  ana  am  inclined  to  conditde^ 
that  they  (peak  only  to  avoid  the  Impatation  of  bring  able  to 
iay  nothing  in  Defence  of  their  own  Scheme ;  that  their 
Hope  is  not  to  convince  by  their  Reafens^  but  to  overpower 
by  their  Numbers  ;  that  diey  are  themfelves  influenced  not 
by  Reaibn  but  by  Neceffity  ;  and  that  they  only  encoarage 
Luxury,  becauie  Money  is  to  be  raifed  for  the  Execution  of 
their' Schemes  ;  and  they  imagine,  that  th^  People  will  pay 
more  chearfully  for  Liberty  to  indulge  their  Appetites^  than 
for  any  other  Enjoyment. 

*  The  Arguments  which  have  been  offered,  my  Lords,  in 
Vindication  of  this  Bill,  or  at  leaft  which  I  have  hitherto 
heard,  are  only  two,  and  thofe  two  fo  unhappily  aflbciated, 
lliat  they  deftroy  each  other  ;  whatever  fhall  be  urged  to 
enforce  the  fecond,  muft  in  die  fame  Proportion  InvaUdate 
the  firfl,  and  whoever  fhall  aflert  that  thefirft  is  true,  mufl 
admit  that  the  fecond  isfalfe. 

'  Thefe  Pofitions,  my  Lords,  the  unlucky  PoCtions  which 
are  laid  down  by  the  Defenders  of  this  pernicious  ^,  art, 
that  it  will  fimply  the  Neceflities  of  the  Government  with  a 
very  large  ftanding  Revenue,  on  the  Credit  of  which, 
Arengthened  by  the  additional  Security  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
a  Sum  will  be  advanced  fuiiicient  to  (upport  the  Expences  of 
a  Foreign  War  ;  and  that  at  the  fame  Time  it  will  leilen  the 
Gonfnmption  of  the  Liijuors  from  whence  this  Duty  is  to 
arife. 

'  By  what  Arts  of  political  Reafoning  thefe  PropoCdons 
are  to  be  reconciled,  I  am  not  able  to  difcover.  It  appears 
evident,  my  Lords,  that  large;,  jle venues  can  only  be  raifed 
by  the  Sale  of  large  Quantitii^ ;  and  that  larger  Quantities 
will  in  reality  be  fold,  as  tlie  Price  is  little  or  nothing  raifed 
and  the  Venders  are  greatly  eitcreafed. 

^  If  this  will  not  be  the  EfFed,  my  Lords,  and  if  this  Ef- 
k&  is  not  expeded,  why  is  tliis  Bill  propofed  as  fufficient  to 
raife  the  immenfeSums  which  our  prefent  Exigencies  require. 
Can  Duties  be  paid  without  Confumption  of  the  Commodity 
on  which  they  are  laid  ;  and  is  there  any  other  Ufe  of  Spi- 
ritnous  Liquors  than  that  of  drinking  them  ? 

*  Surely,  niy  Lords,  it  is  not  expedled,  that  any  Argu« 
ments  (hould  be  admitted  in  this  Houfe  without  Exanunadon; 
and  yet  it  might  be  ju(Uy  imagined,  that  this  Aflenion  could 
only  be  offered  in  full  Confidence  *of  an  implicit  Reoepuon, 
and  this  Tenet  be  propofed  only  to  thofe  who  had  re^pied 
their  Underflandings  to  the  Didtates  of  the  Mlnifhy  ;  lor  it 
is  implied  in  this  Podtion,  that  the  Plenty  of  a  Commodity 

dimxnifhea 
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Ammiilies  the  Demand  for  it;  andthat  themorefieely  it  isAa.i6.Oce.Ilt 
(bid  tKeids  it'  will  be  bought.    It  implies^  that  Men  will  lay  ^    1741. 
voluntary  Reftraints  upon  themlelves,  in  Proportion  as  they  ' 
•are  indul|^  by  their  Governors;  and  that  all  prohibitory 
Laws  tend  to  the  Promotions  of  the  Prances  which  thc^ 
condemn ;  it  implies^  that  a  Stop  can  only  be  put  to  Form* 
cation  by  encreafing  the  Number  of  Proffitutes^  and  that 
Theft  is  only  to  berafarained  by  leaving  your  Doors  open. 

'  I  am  for  my  Part  convinced,  that  Drunkards  as  well 
as  Thieves  are  made  by  Opportunity ;  and  thftt  no  Man  will 
deny  himfelf  what  he  ddues,  merely  becaufe  it  is  allow'd 
him  by  the  Laws  of  bis  Country. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  is  fo  evident,  that  I  (hall  no  longer 
dwell  upon  the  Aflertion,  that  the  unbounded  Liberty  of  re* 
tailbg  Spirits  will  make  Spirits  lefs  uied  in  the  Nation  :  But 
fball  examine  the  iecond  Argument,  and  confider  )iow  far  it 
U  pofEble  or  proper  to  ralfe  Supplies  by  a  Tax  upon  Drunk* 
ennefs. 

*  That  large  Sums  will  be  railed  by  the  Bill,  to  which  the 
Conientof  your  Lordfhips  is  now  required,  I  can  readily  ad« 
mit ;  becaufe  the  Confumption  of  Spirits  will  certainly  be 
greater,  and  the  Licences  taken  for  retailing  them  fo  nume- 
rous, diat  a  much  lower  Duty  than  is  propofed  will  amount 
yeariy  to  a  very  large  Sum  ;  for  if  the  Pleafure  of  Drunken- 
nefs  can  be  more  dieaply  obtained  by  buying  Spirits  than 
Ale,  when  both  are  to  be  found  at  the  fame  Place,  it  is  eafy 
to  foe  which  will  be  preferred  ;  this  Argument  therefore  it 
irrefragable,  and  may  be  urged  in  Favour  of  the  Bill  widiout 
Danger  of  Gonfotadon. 

^  But,  my  Lords,  it  is  the  Bufinefs  of  Governors  not  fo 
much  to  drain  the  Purfes  as  to  regulate  the  Morals  of  the 
People  ;  not  only  to  raife  Taxes,  but  to  levv  them  in  fuch 
a  Manner  as  may  be  leafi  burthenfome ;  and  to  apply  them 
to  Purpofes  which  may  be  moft  ufeful,  not  to  raue  Money 
by  corrupting  the  Nation,  that  it  may  be  fpent  in  inflav- 
ingit. 

'  It  has  been  mentioned  by  a  very  celebrated  Writer  *,  as 
a  rational  Pradice  in  the  Exerdfo  of  Government,  to  tax 
fuch  CkMnmodities  as  were  abufod  to  the  Encreafe  of  Vice, 
diat  Vice  may  be  difcouraged  by  being  made  more  expenfive; 
and  thereby  the  Community  in  Time  be  fot  free  from  it :  But 
the  Tax  which  is  now  propofed,  my  Lords,  is  of  a  different 
Kind  ;  it  is  a  Tax  laid  upon  Vice  indeed,  but  it  is  to  arife 
fnmi  the  Licences  granted  to  Wickednefs  ;  and  its  Confo- 
quencesmuftbe  the  Encreafe  of  Debauchery,  not  theRe« 

ftraint 

^  Pr  DsTcnnt,  b  hit  EOijOAWtya  and  McaM 
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Ajk  16.  Geo.  II.  f^^^'    ^*  '^  ^  'T^  ^hkh  will  be  feadily  paid,  bccaufe  it 
1741.        '  w^^^  ^  ^i^^c  ^^^  »  ^^^  becaufe  it  will  be  little  felt,  it  is  hop^ 
'  ed  that  Multitudes  will  fubjeA  themselves  to  it. 

*  Irhe  Aft  which  is  now  to  be  repealed^  was  indeed  of  a  ■ 
very  different  Nature,  though  perhaps  not  free  from  very  juft 
Objeftions.  It  had  this  Advantage  at  leaft,  that  fo  far  as  it 
was  put  in  Execution,  it  ob((rufted  Drankennefs ;  nor  has 
the  Examination  of  the  Officers  of  Excife  ♦  difcovered  any 
Imperfeftion  in  the  Law  ;  for  it  has  only  &iled  becaufe  it 
was  timoroufly  or  negligently  executed. 

*  Why  it  was  not  vigoroufly  and  diligently  enforced,  I 
have  never  yet  been  able  to  difcover.  If  theMagifbates  were 
threatened  by  the  Populace,  the  Neceflity  of  fuch  Laws  was 
more  plainly  proved  ;  for  what  jullifies  the  Severity  of  Co- 
ercion but  the  Prevalence  of  the  Crime  ?  And  what  nuty  not  be 
feared  froQi  Crowds  intoxicated  with  Spirits,  whofelnfolence 
and  Fury  is  already  fuch  that  they  dare  to  threaten  the  Go- 
vernment by  which  they  arc  debarred  tlie  U(e  of  them  ? 

'  This,  my  Lords,  is  a  ReDedion  that  ought  not  to  be 
pafled  (lightly  over.  The  Nature  of  our  Conftitution,  happy 
as  it  is,  mult  be  acknowledged  to  produce  this  Inconveni-' 
ence,  that  it  inclines  die  common  People  to  Turbulence  and 
Sedition  ;  the  Nature  of  Spirituous  Liquors  is  fudi  that  they 
inflame  thefe  Difpofitions already  too  much  predonnnant,  and 
yet  the  Turbulence  of  the  People  is  made  a  Reaibn  forUcenf^ 
nig  Drunkennefs,  and  allowing  without  Limitation  the  Sale 
of  thofe  Spirits  by  which  that  Turbulence  muft  be  certainly 
encreafed ! 

*  It  may  be  perhaps  urged,  (for  indeed  I  know  not  what 
elfe  can  be  decently  alledg'd)  that  there  is  a  Neceffity  of  raif- 
ing  Money  ;  that  no  other  Method  can  be  invented  ;  and 
that  therefore  this  ought  not  to  be  oppofed. 

*  I  know,  my  Lords,  that  Miniders  generally  confider  as 
the  Tefl  of  each  Man's  Loyalty  the  Readinefs  with  which  he 
concurs  with  them  in  their  Schemes  for  railing  Money  ;  and 
that  they  think  allOppofition  to  thefe  Schemes  which  are  cal- 
culated for  the  Support  of  the  Government,  the  Efied  of  a 
criminal  Difaffe(5lion  ;  that  they  always  think  it  a  fnfficient 
Vindication  of  any  Law,  that  it  will  bring  in  very  lai^ 
Sums  ;  and  that  they  think  no  Meafures  pernicious,  nor 
Laws  dangerons,  by  which  rhe  Revenue  is  not  impaired. 

'  If  Government  was  infiiruted  only  to  raife  Money,  tbefe 
minifierial  Schemes  of  Policy  would  be  without  Exception  ; 
nor  couLi  it  be  denied  that  the  preient  Miniflers  Ihew 
themfelves  by  this  Expedient  uncommon  Mafters  of  their 

Froftflien« 

•  See  before^  p.  144. 
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Profeflion.    But  the  End  of  Government  is  only  to  promote  An.  i6.  Geo.  IL  • 
Virtue,  of  which  Happinefs  is  the  Conlequence  ;  and  there-        '74a« 
fore  to  fupport  Government  by  propagating  Vice,  is  to  fup-  * 
port  it  by  Means  which  deftroy  the  £nd  for  which  it  was 
originally  efbblifhed^  and  for  which  alone  its  Continuance 
is  to  be  delired.  « 

*  If  Money,  therefore,  cannot  be  railed  but  by  this  Bill ; 
if  the  Expences  of  the  Government  cannot  be  defrayed  but 
by  corrupting  the  Morals  of  the  People ;  I  (hall  without 
Scrapie  declare,  that  Money  ought  not  to  be  raifed,  nor  the 
Defigns  of  t^e  Government  fupported  ;  becaufe  the  People 
can  lufFer  nothing  from  the  Failure  of  pubUc]^  Meafures,  or 
even  from  the  DiiTolution  of  the  Government  itfelf,  which 
will  be  equally  to  be  dreaded  or  avoided  with  an  univerfal 
Depravity  of  Morals.  Even  the  Infolence  of  a  Foreign  Con- 
queror can  infli^  nothing  more  ievere  than  the  Difeales 
which  Debauchery  produces  ;  nor  can  anv  Thing  be  feared 
from  the  Diforders  of  Anarchy  more  calamitous  than  the 
Miieries  which  mull  enfue  to  each  Individual  from  univerfal 
Wickednefs. 

'  Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  Expedient  by  which  we  are  now 
aboQt  to  raife  the  Supplies  for  tne  prefent  Year ;  and  fuch  is 
the  new  Method  of  Taxation  which  the  Sagacity  of  our  Mi- 
nifters  has  luckily  difcovered.  A  Foreign  War  is  to  be  fup- 
ported by  the  Deftru^on  of  our  People  at  home ;  and  the 
Kevenue  of  the  Government  to  be  improved  by  the  Decay  of 
our  Mannfaftures.  We  are  to  owe  henceforward  our  Power 
to  epidemical  Difeafes,  our  Wealth  to  the  Decline  of  our 
Commerce  and  our  Security  to  Riot  and  to  Tumult. 

*  There  is  yef  another  ConHderadon,  my  Lords,  which 
ought  well  to  be  regarded,  before  we  fuffer  this  Bill  to  pafs. 
Many  Laws  are  merely  experimental,  and  have  been  made, 
not  becaufe  the*Legiflature  thought  them  indifbutably  proper, 
but  becaufe  no  better  could  at  that  Time  be  ftruck  out ;  and 
bccauie  the  Arguments  in  their  Favour  appeared  fb-onger  than 
thofe  againfl  them,  or  becaufe  the  Qiieftions  to  which  they 
related  were  io  dark  and  intricate,  that  nothing  was  to  be 
determined  with  Certainty,  and  no  other  Mediod  could, 
therefore,  be  followed,  but  thit  of  making  the  firfl  Attempts 
at  hazard,  and  corre^Hng  thofe  Errors,  or  fupplying  thofe 
Defeds  which  might  hereafter  be  difcovered  by  thofe  Lights 
which  Time  ihoidd  a$:)rd. 

<  Though  I  am  far  fi-om  thinking,  my  Lords,  that  the 
Queftion  relating  to  theE^eds  of  this  Law,  is  either  doubt-" 
fui  or  obfcure ;  though  I  am  certain  that  the  Means  of  re- 
'ibnmng  the  Vice  which  its  Advocates  pretend  it  deilgned  to 

prevent. 
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^  Aii«]6.  Geo.  n.  prevent,  are  obvious  and  eafy ;  yet  I  fliould  have  boped, 
'74*^        that  the  Projedors  of  fuch  a  Scheme  would  have  allowed  at 
^  kaft  the  Uncertainty  of  the  falutary  EfFeds  expcded  from  it; 
and  would  therefore  have  made  fome  ProviCon  for  the  Re- 
peal of  it^  when  it  (hould  be  found  to  fail. 

'  But,^  my  Lords,  our  Minifters  appear  to  have  thought  it 
fuiiicient  to  endear  them  to  their  Country,  and  immoxtEdize 
their  Names,  that  they  have  invented  a  new  Method  of  raifing 
Mon^,  and  feem  to  have  very  little  Regard  to  any  Part  of  the 
Art  of  Government :  They  will  at  leau  in  their  own  Opini- 
on have  deierved  Applaufe,  if  they  leave  the  publick  Revenue 
greater^  by  whatever  Diminution  of  die  publick  Virtue. 

*  They  have,  therefore,  my  Lords,  wifely  contrived  a 
Neceflity  of  tontinuine  this  Law,  whatever  may  be  its  Con- 
fequences,  and  how  £tal  fpever  its  Abufes ;  for  they  not 
only  mortage  the  Duties  upon  Spirits  for  the  prefent  Supply, 
but  fubftitute  them  in  the  Place  of  another  Security  nven  to 
the  Bank  by  the  Pot- Ad  ;  and  therefore  fince  it  wiU  not  be 
eafy  to  form  another  Tax  of  equal  Produce,  we  can  have 
very  little  Hope  that  this  will  be  remitted. 

^  There  will  be  indeed  only  one  Method  of  ietting  the 
Nation  free  from  the  Calamities  which  this  Law  will  bring 
npon  it ;  and  9s  I  doubt  not  but  that  Method  will  at  laft  be 
followed,  it  will  certainly  deferve  the  Attention  of  your  Lord- 
(hips,  as  the  third  Conuderation  to  which  in  our  Debates  on 
this  Bill  particular  Regard  ought  to  be  paid. 

*  That  the  Licence  of  Drunkennefs,  and  the  unlimitted 
Confumption  of  Spirituous  Liquors  will  fill  the  whole  King- 
dom with  Idlenefs,  Difeafes,  Riots,  and  Confufion,  cannot 
be  doubted  ;  nor  can  it  be  queflioned,  but  that  in  a  very 
ihort  Time  the  Parliament  will  Ifc  crowded  with  Petidons 
from  all  the  trading  Bodies  in  the  Kingdom  for  the  Regulation 
of  Servants,  for  the  Extindlion  of  Riot,  and  for  the  Removal 
of  irrefiflible  Temptations  to  Idlenefs  and  Fraud.  Thefe  Re- 
prefentations  may  be  for  a  Time  negleded,  but  mufi  foon  or 
late  be  heard ;  the  Minifters  will  be  obliged  to  repeal  this 
Law  for  the  (ame  Reafon  that  induceed  them  to  propofe  it. 
Idlenefs  and  Sicknefs  will  impair  our  Manufadhires,  and  the 
Diminution  of  our  Trade  will  leflen  the  Revenue. 

*  They  will  then,  my  Lords,  find  that  their  Scheme,  with 
whatever  Profpcds  of  Profit  it  may  now  flatter  them,  was 
formfrd  wi*h  no  extenfive  Views,  an(^  that  it  was  only  the 
Expedien  of  political  Avarice,  which  facrificed  a  greater 
diftant  Advantage  to  the  immediate  Satisfkdtion  of  preicnt 
Gnir  They  will  find  that  they  have  corrupted  the  People 
without  obtaiining  any  Advantage  by  their  Crimej  and  th^t 

thej 
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they  mnft  have  Recourfe  to  fbmc  new  Contrivance  by  which  An.  16.  Geo.  II. 
their  own  Errors  may  be  retrieved.  174^- 

*  In  this  Diftrefs,  my  Lords,  they  can  only  do  what  in-  V»*"^W  "^ 
deed  they  now  (eem  to  defign  ;  they  can  only  repeal  this  Adt 
by  charging  the  Debt,  which  it  has  enabled  them  to  contradt, 
upon  the  Sinking  Fund,  upon  that  facred  Depodt  which  was 
for  a  Time  fuppofed  unalienable,  and  from  which  arole  all 
the  Hopes  that  were  fometimes  formed  by  the  Nation  of  be- 
ing delivered  from  that  Load  of  Impoils,  which  it  cannot 
much  longer  fupport.  They  can  only  give  Security  for  this 
new  Debt  by  difabling  us  for  ever  from  paying  the  former. 

<  The  Bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  will  therefore  be 
equally  pernicious  in  its  immediate  and  remoter  Confequen- 
ces  ;  it  will  firll  corrupt  the  People  and  deftroy  our  Trade, 
and  afterwards  intercept  that  Fund  which  is  appropriated  to 
the  molt  ufeful  and  deUrable  of  all  political  Purpofes,  the  gra- 
dual Alleviation  of  the  publick  Debt. 

'  I  hope,  my  Lords,  that  a  Bill  of  this  portentous  Kind, 
a  Bill  big  with  innumerable  Mifchiefs,  and  without  one  bene- 
ficial Tendency,  will  be  rejefted  by  this  Houfe,  without  the 
Form  of  Commitment ;  that  it  will  not  be  the  Subject  of  a 
Debate  amongft  us,  whether  we  (hall  conflnt  to  poifon  the 
Nation  ;  and  that  inftead  of  enquiring,  whether  theMeafures 
which  are  now  purfued  by  the  Minirtry  ought  to  be  fupported 
at  the  Expence  of  Virtue,  Tranquillity  and  Trade,  we  fheuld 
examine,  whether  they  are  not  fuch  as  ought  to  be  oppofcd 
for  their  own  Sake,  even  without  the  Confideration  of  the ' 
immenie  Sums  which  they  apparently  demand. 

^  I  am  indeed  of  Opinion,  that  the  Succefs  of  the  prelent 
Schemes  will  not  be  of  any  Benefit  to  the  Nation,  and  that 
there  is  very  little  Profpeft  of  Succefs.  I  amatleaft  convinced 
that  no  Advantage  can  countervail  the  Mifchiefs  of  this  de- 
teftable  Bill ;  which  therefore  I  (hall  fteadlty  oppofe,  though 
I  have  already  dwelt  upon  this  SubjeA  perhaps  too  long  ; 
yet,  as  I  fpcakouly  from  an  unprejudic'cf  Regard  to  the  Pub- 
lick,  I  hope  if  any  new  Arguments  (hall  be  attempted,  that 
1  ihall  be  rilow'd  die  Liberty  of  making  a  Reply.' 

Lord  Bathurft^  fpoke  next  to  the  following  Purport, 

My  Lordsy 
^  I  doubt  riot  but  the  noble  Lord  has  defiver'd  on  thisOc-Ld.  Biihurtf/ 
cafion  his  real  Sentiments  ;  and  that  in  his  Opinion  theHap- 
pinefsof  our  Country,  the  Regard  which  ought  always  to  be 
paid  to  the  Promotion  of  Virtue,  require  that  this  Bill  fhould 
DC  rejefted.  I  am  far  from  fufpefling  that  fuch  au  Appear- 
VoL.  VIII.    Part  2.         B  b  anc« 

•  Captaiftof  the  Band  of  GootleiaeaPettfioam^ 
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An.  x6.  Geo.  II.  ance  of  Zeal  can  conceal  ahy  private  Views,  or  that  (adl 
1741.        pathetick  Exclamations  can  proceed  but  from  a  Mind  really 
afFefted  with  honeft  Anxiety. 

*  This  Anxiety,  my  Lords,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  diflipate, 
before  it  has  been  communicated  to  others  ;  for  I  think  it 
no  lefs  the  Duty  of  every  Man  who  approves  the  publickMca- 

.  furcs  to  vindicate  them  from  Mifreprefentation,  than  of  him 
to  whom  they  appear  pernicious  or  dangerous  to  warn  his 
Fellow  Subjefts  of  that  Danger. 

*  I,  my  Lords,  am  convinced,  that  the  Bill  now  before  us 
which  has  been  cenfured  as  fundamentally  wrong,  is  in  reality 
fundamentally  right  ;  that  the  End  which  is  propo/ed  by  it 
is  juft,  and  the  Means  which  arc  prefcribed  in  it  will  accom- 
plifh  the  Purpofe  for  which  they  were  contrived. 

^  The  End  of  this  Bill,  my  Lords,  is  to  diminifh  the  Con- 
fumption  of  diftill'd  Spirits  ;  toreftrain  the  Populace  of  thcfc 
Kingdoms  from  a  Liquor  which  when  ufed  in  Excefs  has  a 
Malignity  to  the  laft  Degree  dangerous,  which  at  once  im- 
pairs the  Force  of  tlic  Underftanding,  and  deftroys  tlie  Vi- 
gour of  the  Body;  and  to  attain  this,  I  think  it  abfolutely 
right  to  lay  a  Tax  upon  thefe  Liquors. 

*  Of  the  Vice  of  Drunkennefs,  my  Lords,  no  Man  has  a 
ftronger  Abhorrence  than  myfelf ;  of  the  pernicious  Confe- 
quences  of  thefe  Liquors  which  are  now  chiefly  ufcd  by  the 
common  People,  no  Man  is  more  fully  convinced  ;  and 
therefore  none  can  more  zealoufly  wifti  that  Drunkennefs 
may  be  fupprefs'd,  and  diftill'd  Spirits  witliheld  from  the 
People. 

'  The  Diforders  mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord,  are  un- 
doubtedly the  Confequences  of  the  prefent  Ulc  of  thefe  L,i- 
quors,  but  thefe  are  not  its  worft  EflTefts.  The  Offenders 
againft  the  Law  may  by  the  Law  be  fometimes  reclaimed,  and 
at  other  Times  cut  off ;  nor  can  thefe  Practices,  however 
injurious  to  particular  Perfbns,  in  any  great  Degree  impair 
the  general  Happinefs.  The  worft  Eflifts  therefr)re  of  the 
L'fe  of  Spirits,  are  the  Idlenefs  and  Extravagance  which  it 
has  introduced  among  the  common  People,  by  which  our 
<^ommerce  muft  be  obftru<5ted,  and  our  prefent  Riches  and 
Plenty  every  Day  diminiftied. 

*  "Fhis  pernicious  Pra^ice,  my  Lords,  is  difleminated  far- 
ther than  could  be  reafbnably  believed  by  thofe  whofe  Inte- 
reft  has  not  incited,  or  CurioCty  induc'd  them,  to  enquire 
into  thePradice  of  the  different  ClafTes  of  Men.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  Farmers  have  been  hitherto  difKnguifhed  by 
the  Virtues  of  Frugality,  Temperance  and  Induftiy  ;  that 
they  laboured  hard  and  Jp^nt  little;    aud  were  thereK)re  jufr- 
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iy  conGder'd  as  an  innocent  and  ufeful  Part  of  the  Commu-  An.  i6.  Geo.  ll# 
nity,  whofc  Employment  and  ParCmony  preferved  them  in        ^74*« 
a  great  Meafure  from  the  general  Infedlion  of  Vice  which  ^ 
ipread  its  Influence  among  the  Traders  and  Men  of  Eftates. 

*  But  even  this  abftemious  Clafs  of  Men,  my  Lords,  have 
of  late  relaxed  their  Frugality,  and  fuffered  themfelves  to  be 
tempted  by  this  infatuating  Liquor  ;  nor  is  any  Thing  now 
more  common  than  to  find  if  in  thofe  Houfes  m  wliich  Ale^ 
a  few  Years  ago,  was  the  higheft  Pitch  of  Luxury  to  which 
they  afpired,  and  to  fee  thoie  Hours  wafled  in  intoxicating 
Entertainments,  which  were  formerly  dedicated  wholly  to  the 
Care  of  their  Farms,  and  the  Improvement  of  their  For- 
tunes. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears,  that  the  Corruption  is  be- 
come univerfal,  and  therefore  that  fome  Remedy  ought  to 
be  attempted  ;  nor  can  I  conceive  any  AFeafures  more  coniif- 
tent  with  Juftice,  or  morp  likely  to  produce  the  End  intend- 
ed by  them,  than  thofe  which  are  now  offered  to  your  Con- 
fideration,  by  wliich  the  Liquor  will  be  made  dearer,  too 
dear  to  be  lavifhly  drank  by  thofe  who  are  in  moft  Danger  of 
ufing  it  to  Excefs,  and  the  Number  of  thofe  who  retail  it  will 
be  diminiflied  by  the  Neceffity  of  taking  a  Licence,  and  of 
renewing  them  every  Year  at  the  fame  Expence. 

'  Thelneificacy,  my  Lords,  of  violent  Methods,  and  the 
Impoflibility  of  a  total  Deprivation  of  any  Enjoyment  which 
the  People  have  by  Cu(lom  made  familiar  and  dear  to  them, 
fufficiently  appears  from  theEvent  of  the  Law,  which  is  now 
to  be  repealed.  It  is  well  known  that  by.  that  Law, 
the  Uft  of  Spirituous  Liquors  was  prohibited  to  the  common 
People,  that  Retailers  were  deterred  from  vending  them 
by  the  utmoft  Encouragement  that  could  be  given  to  In- 
formers, and  that  Difcoveries  were  incited  by  every  Art  that 
could  be  praftifed,  and  Offenders  puniihed  with  the  utmoft 
Rigour. 

*  Yet,  what  was  the  Effeft,  my  Lords,  of  all  this  Diligence 
and  Vigour  ?  A  general  Panic  (qpprefs'd,  for  a  few  Weeks, 
the  Pradice  of  felling  the  prohibited  Liquors  5  bnt  in  a  very 
(hortTime  Neceflity  forced  fome,  who  had  nothing  to  lofe, 
to.  return  to  their  former  Trade  ;  thefc  were  fuffered  fome- 
times  to  efcape,  becaufe  nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  in- 
forming againft  them  ;  and  others  were  encouraged  by  their 
Example  to  imitate  them,  though  with  more  Secrecy  and 
Caution  ;  of  thofe  indeed  many  were  punifhcd,  but  many 
more  efcaped  ;  and  fuch  as  were  fined  often  found  the  Profit 
greater  than  the  Lofs. 

^  TheProfpc^lofraifing  Money  by  detecting  their  Prac-\ 
1743.  B  b  a  ticcs 
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An.  16.  Ceo.  II.  tices,  incited  many  to  turn  Information  into  Trade  ;  and 
1742.  the  Eafincfs  of  proving  the  Crime  encouraged  fome  to  gra- 
tify their  Malice  by  Perjury,  and  others  their  Avarice  ;  fo 
that  the  Multitude  of  Informations  became  a  publick  Griev- 
ance, and  the  Magiftrates  themfeives  complained  that  the 
Law  was  not  to  be  executed. 

*  The  Perjuries  of  Informers  were  now  fo  flagrant  and 
common,  that  the  People  thought  all  Informations  malicious; 
or  at  lead,  thinking  themfeives  opprefs'd  by  the  Law,  they 
looked  upon.every  Man  that  promoted  its  Exccurion  as  their 
Enemy  ;  and  therefore  now  began  to  declare  War  againft 
Informers,  many  of  whom  they  treated  with  great  Cruelty, 
and  fome  they  murdered  in  the  Streets. 

*  By  their  Obftinacy  they  at  laft  wearied  the  Magiftrates, 
and  by  their  Violence  they  intimidated  thofc  who  might  be 
inclined  to  make  Difcoveries  ,•  fo  that  the  Law,  however 
juft  might  be  the  Intention  with  which  it  was  ena^ed,  or 
however  feafonable  the  Methods  preforibM  by  it,  has  been 
now  for  fome  Years  totally  difufed  ;  nor  has  any  one  been 
punifhed  for  the  Violation  of  it,  becaufe  no  Man  has  dared 
to  offer  Informations.  Even  the  Vigilance  of  the  Magiftrates 
has  been  oblig'd  to  connive  at  thefe  Offences,  nor  has  any 
Man  been  found  willing  to  engage  in  a  Task,  at  once  odious 
and  endlefs  ;  or  to  punifh  Offences  which  every  Day  mul- 
tiplied, and  in  which  the  whole  Body  of  the  common  Peo- 
ple, a  Body  very  formidable  when  united^  was  nnivcrfally 
engaged. 

*  The  Practice,  therefore,  of  vending  and  of  drinking 
diftiird  Spirits,  has  prevailed  for  fome  Time  without  Oppo- 
fition  ;  nor  can  any  Man  enter  a  Tavern  or  an  Alc-houfc 
in  which  they  will  be  denied  him,  or  walk  along  the  Streets 
without  being  incited  to  drink  them  at  every  Corner ;  they 
have  been  fold  for  feveral  Years,  with  no  lets  Opennefs  ani 
Security  than  any  other  Commodity  ;  and  whoever  walks  in 
this  great  City,  will  find  his  Way  very  frequently  obftrudcd 
by  thofe  who  are  felling  thefe  pernicious  Liquors  to  the 
greedy  Populace  ;  or  by  thofe  who  have  drank  them  till  they 
can't  move  any  farther. 

*  But  the  flrongeft  Proof  of  the  Inefficacy  of  the  Law, 
and  confequently  of  the  Neceffity  of  another  which  may  not 
be  fo  eafily  eluded  or  fo  violently  refifted,  is  given  by  the  Pa- 
pers which  lie  upon  the  Table.  From  thefe  it  appears  that 
the  Quanrity  of  Spirits  diftiird,  has  incrcafcd  fix>m  Year  to 
Year  to  the  prefent  Time  ;  and  therefore  that  Drunkennefs 
is  become  more  prevalent,  and  the  Reafona  for  rcpreffing  it 
more  urgent  tlian  ever  before. 
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•  Let  us  therefore  caimJy  confider,  my  Lords,  what  An,  Geo.  2$.  u 
can  in  this  Exigence  be  done.  That  the  People  fhould  b«  1742. 
allow'd  to  poifon  themfelves  and  their  Pollerity  without  Re- 
flraintj  is  certainly  not  the  Intent  of  any  good  Man  ;  and 
therefore  we  are  now  to  confider  how  it  may  be  prevented. 
That  the  People  arc  infcded  with  the  Vice  of  Drunkennefs, 
that  they  debauch  themfelves  chiefly  with  Spirituous  Liquors, 
and  that  thofc  Liquors  are  in  a  high  Degree  pernicious,  is 
confciled  both  by  thofe  who  oppofe  the  Bill,  and  thofe  who 
defend  it ;  but  with  this  Advantage  on  the  Part  of  thofe 
that  defend  it,  that  they  only  propoie  a  probable  Method 
of  reforming  die  Abufes  which  they  deplore.  I  know  that 
the  warm  Refentment,  which  fome  Lords  have  on  former 
Occaiions  exprefs'd  againft  the  Diforders  which  diiliird  Li- 
quors are  fuppofed  to  produce,  may  naturally  incline  them 
to  wifli,  that  they  were  totally  prohibited  ;  and  that  this 
Liquid  Fire,  as  it  has  been  termed,  were  to  be  extinguiflied 
for  ever. 

'  Whether  fuch  Wifhes  are  not  more  ardent  than  rational, 
whether  th^Ir  Zeal  againft  the  Abufe  of  Things,  indifferent 
in  themfelv^,  has  not,  as  has  often  happened  in  other  Cafes, 
hurried  them  into  an  indifcreet  Cenfure  of  the  lawful  Ufe,  I 
fhall  not  now  enquire  ;  becauie  it  is  fuperfluous  to  difpute 
about  the  Propriety  of  Meafures,  of  which  the  Polfibility  may 
be  juflly  auefhoned. 

*  The  laft  Adt,  my  Lords,,  was  of  this  Kind  ;  the  Duties 
edabliflied  by  it  were  fo  high,  that  they  wholly  debarred  the 
lower  Clafles  of  the  People  from  the  Liquor  on  which  they 
were  laid  ;  and  therefore  it  was  found,  by  a  very  fhort  Expe» 
riencc,  that  it  was  impofHble  to  preferve  it  from  Violation  ; 
that  there  would  be  no  End  of  puniihing  thofe  whQ  offended 

^agaiuH  it ;  and  that  Severity  oroduc'd  rather Gompaflion  than 
Terror.  Thofe  who  have  (uffered  the  Penalties  were  confix 
der'd  as  Perfons  under  unjuft  Perfecution,  whom  every  one 
was  obliged  by  the  Ties  of  Humanity  to  encourage,  reward, 
and  prote^l ;  and  thofe  who  informed  againft  them  or  encou* 
raged  Informations,  were  detefted  as  the  Oppreflbrs  of  the 
People.  The  Law  had  indeed  this  Effe^,  that  it  debarred, 
at  Icaft  for  a  lhoi3t  Time,  all  thofe  from  retaihng  Spirits^ 
who  liv*d  in  Reputation  ;  and  therefovc  encouraged  others 
to  vend  them  in  private  Places,  where  they  wei;e  more  likely 
to  be  drank  to  Excefs. 

*  Having  therefore  made  Trial  of  violent  and  feverc  Mc* 
thods,  and  had  an  Opportunity  of  obtaining  a  foil  Convidiou 
of  their  Inefficacy,  it  is  fu rely  proper  lo  profit  by  our  Fx- 
pericncc,    by  that  Experience  wliich  (hews  us  that    the  Vic 
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An.  i6.  G«o.  11,  of  diftiird  Liquors  under  its  prefent  DIfcouragements,  has 
174a.    ^    every  Year  incrcafed  ;  and  therefore  proves  at  once  theUn- 
profitablenefs  of  the  Law  now  in  Force,  and  the  Neccfllry  of 
fome  other  by  which  the  famePurpofes  may  be  more  certain- 
ly promoted. 

*  The  Reformation  of  a  Vice  fo  prevalent,  mnft  be  flow 
and  gradual  ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  hop'd,  that  the  whole  Bulk 
of  the  People  will  at  once  be  divelted  of  their  Habits  ;  and 
therefore  it  will  be  rational  to  endeavour  not  wholly  to  deb^r 
them  from  any  Thing  in  which,  however  abfurdly,  they  place 
tJieir  Happinels,  but  to  make  the  Attainment  of  it  more  and 
more  difficult,  that  they  may  infenfibly  remit  their  Ardour 
and  ceafe  from  their  Pnrfuit. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  is  propofed  in  the  prefent  Bill,  which 
by  the  Duties  which  are  to  be  laid  upon  diftiird  Spirits,  will 
raife  the  Price  a  third  Part,  and  as  it  is  reafonablc  to  cxpaft, 
hinder  a  third  Part  of  the  Gonfumption  ;  for  it  is  obferved, 
that  thofe  who  drink  them  (et  no  Limits  to  their  Excelles, 
but  indulge  their  Appetites  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power.  If 
he  therefore  who  ufed  to  fpend  Three-pence  a  Day  in  Spirits, 
can  now  have  no  more  than  could  formerly  be  bought  for 
Two-pence,  he  muft  necellarily  content  himfelf  widi  only 
two  thirds  of  theQiiantity  which  he  has  hitherto  drank  ;  and 
therefore  muft  by  Force,  though  perhaps  not  by  Inclination, 
be  lefs  intemperate. 

*  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  my  Lords,  but  that  Spirits  will, 
by  this  additional  Duty,  be  made  one  third  Part  dearer  ;  for 
it  lias  been  hitherto  obferv'd,  that  Retailers  levy  upon  the 
Buyer  twice  the  Duty  that  is  paid  to  the  Government,  as  is 
every  Day  apparent  in  other  Commodities  ;  (bthat  the  year- 
ly Qiiantity  of  Spirits  which  is  ufually  diftilPd  will  corf  five 
hundred  thonfand  Pounds  more  than  before  ;  a  Tax  which, 
i  fuppofe,  thofe  who  are  charged  with  this  Kind  of  Debauch- 
ery will  not  be  thought  able  to  pay,  and  which  yet  muft  be 
paid  by  them^  unlefs  they  will  be  content  with  a  lefs  Quan- 
tity. 

'  That  Spirits  will  now  be  fold  in  every  publick  Houfe, 
of  whatever  Denomination,  has  been  I  believe  juftly  afterted  ; 
but  the  Aftertion  has  not  been  properly  urged  as  an  Argu- 
ment againft  the  Bill.  One  of  the  Gircumftances  whicli  has 
contributed  to  the  enormous  Abufe  of  thefe  Liquors,  has 
been  the  Practice  of  retailing  them  in  obfcure  Places  by  Per- 
fons  without  Charafter  and  without  Money  ;  who,  therefore* 
neither  feared  Penalties  nor  Infamy,  and  offended  againft 
Law  and  Decency  with  equal  Security.  But  when  the  Cheap- 
^cfs  of  Licences  ftioll  make  it  convenient  for  every  Man  that 
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fleaSss  to  retail  Spirits  in  apublick  Manner,  they  will  be  ge.'  An.  16.  Tee.  II. 
neraJly  drank  in  Houfes  vihted  by  publick  Officers,  obfcrv'd  ,     ^4>- 
by  the  neighbouring  Inhabitants,  and  frequented  by  Perfbns        ^^*" 
of  Morals  and  Civility,  who  will  always  endeavour  to  rcftrain 
ail  enormous  Excefles,  and  oblige  the  Mafters  of  the  Houfes 
to  pay  fome  Regard  to  the  Laws.     Thofc  whofe  Appetites 
are  too  importunate  to  be  retrained,  may  then  gratify  tliem 
witfaoifi  being  tempted  to  enter  into  Houies  of  Infamy,  or 
mingling  with  Be^:;gars,  or  Thieves,  or  Profligates  ;•  and, 
therefore,  thouirh  ti\e  Ufe  of  Spirits  (hould  continue  the  fame, 
its  Confequencc's  will  be  lefs  fatal,  fince  they  may  be  had' 
ivithoat  the  Neceflity  of  alFociating  with  WickeJnefs. 

'  But,  ray  Lords,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  by  this  Bill 
the  Number  of  Retailers,  at  Icait  in  this  City,  where  they 
are  moft  pernicious,  may  be  Icilcncd.  It  is  well  known,  that 
the  Reafon  for  which  they  are  foM  in  Cellars,  and  in  the 
Streets,  is  the  Danger  of  retailing  them  in  other  Pbces;  and 
that  if  they  were  generally  fold  by  thofe  who  could  pnKure 
the  bcft  of  each  Sort,  thefe  petty  Traders  would  be  immedi- 
ately undone ;  for  it  is  reafbnable  to  imagine,  my  i^ords, 
that  they  buy  the  cheapefi  Liquors,  and  fell  them  at  the  dear* 
eft  Rate. 

*  When  therefore  reputable  Houfes  fhall  be  opened  for  the 
Sale  of  thefe  Liquors^  Decency  will  rcitrain  fome,  and  Pru* 
dence  will  hinder  others  from  endangering  tli^-ir  Health  by 
purchaCng  thofc  Liquors  which  are  offered  in  the  Street,  and 
torn  hazarding  their  Morals,  or  perhaps  their  Lives,  by 
drinking  to  £xQefs  in  obfcure  1?laces. 

<  It  is  likewife  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  many 
of  thofe  who  now  poilbn  their  Countrymen  with  petty  Shops 
of  Debauchery  are  not  able  to  purchafe  a  Licence,  even  at 
the  cheap  Rate  at  which  it  is  now  propofed ;  and  that  there- 
fore they  will  be  retrained  from  their  Trade  by  a  legal  Ina-^ 
bility  ;  for  it  is  not,  my  Lords,  to  be  imagined,  that  they 
will  be  defended  with  equal  Zeal  by  the  Populace,  when  the 
Liquors  may  be  had  without  their  Alfiilance ;  nor  will  Infor- 
mation be  equally  infamous,  when  it  is  not  the  Ad  only  of 
Profligates  who  purfue  the  PradRce  of  it  as  a  Trade,  but  of 
the  proper  OiBcers  of  every  Place  incited  by  the  lawful  Ven- 
ders of  the  fame  Commodities,  or  of  the  Venders  themfelvea 
who  will  now  be  numerous  enough  to  proted  each  other,  and 
whom  their  common  Intereft  will  incite  againft  clandeftine 
Dealers. 

*  The  Price  of  Licences  therefore,  appears  to  me  very  hap- 
pily adjufted  ;  had  it  been  greater  there  would  not  have  been 
A  (ufficicnt  Number  of  lawful  Retailers,  to  put  a  Stop  to  clan- 
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An.  16.  G«o.  IL  deftine  Sellers;  and  if  it  was  lower,  every  petty  Dealer  in 
174*'     ^  this  Commodity  mighty  by  pretending  to  keep  an  Alehoufe, 
'  continue  the  Pradice  of  affording  an  Harbour  to  Thieves, 
and  of  propagating  Debauchery. 

^  ThuSy  my  Lords,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Bill  will  ief- 
ftn  the  Confumption  of  thefe  deftrudive  Spirits,  certainly  in 
a  great  Degree,  by  raifing  the  Price,  and  probably  by  tranf- 
ferring  the  Trade  of  felling  them  into  more  repntablu4iands: 
"What  more  can  be  done  by  human  Care  or  Indufhry  I  do 
not  conceive.  To  prohibit  the  Ufe  of  them  is  impoHible ;  to 
raife  the  Price  of  them  to  the  fame  Height  with  that  of  Fo- 
reign Spirits,  is  indeed  pradicablc,  but  furely  at  this  Time 
DO  eligible  Method ;  for  fo  general  is  this  Kind  of  Debauch- 
ery, that  no  Degree  of  Expcnce  would  entirely  fupprefs  it ; 
and  as  Foreign  Spirits,  if  they  were  to  be  fold  at  die  (ame 
Price,  would  always  be  preferred  to  oiu:  own,  we  (hould  only 
fend  into  other  Nations  that  Money  which  now  circulates 
among  ourieives,  and  impoverilh  the  People  without  reform- 
ing them. 

*  The  Regulation  provided  by  the  Bill  before  us  is  there- 
fore, in  my  Opinion,  the  moft  likely  Metliod  for  recovering 
the  anticnt  Indufhy  and  Sobriety  of  the  common  People ;  and 
my  Lords,  I  (hall  approve  it  till  Experience  has  (hewn  it  to 
be  defective.  I  fhall  approve  it  not  with  a  View  of  obtain' 
ing  or  (ecuring  the  Favour  of  any  of  thofc  who  may  be 
thought  to  intereft  themfclves  in  its  Succefs  ;  but  becaufe  1 
find  iome  new  Law  for  this  Purpofe  indifpenfably  neceflary, 
and  believe  that  no  bettter  can  be  contriv'd. 

'  We  are  now,  my  Lords,  to  contend  with  the  Poflions 
of  all  the  common  People.  We  are  endeavouring  to  reform 
a  Vice  almoft  univerfal,  a  Vice  which  however  deftrudtive,  is 
now  no  longer  reproachful.  We  have  tried  the  Force  of  vio- 
lent Methods  and  found  them  unfuccefsful ;  we  are  now  there- 
fore to  treat  the  Vulgar  as  Children,  with  a  Kind  of  anfoJ 
Indulgence,  and  to  take  from  them  fecretly  and  by  Degrees 
what  cannot  be  wholly  denied  them,  without  exafperating 
diem  almoft  to  Rebellion. 

*  This  is  the  firft  Attempf ;  and  by  diis,  if  one  third  of 
the  Confumption  be  diminifh'd,  we  may  next  Year  double 
the  Duty,  and  by  a  new  Augmentation  of  the  Price,  take 
away  another  third,  and  what  will  then  be  drank,  will  per- 
haps by  the  ftrickeft  Moraljfts  be  allowed  to  be  rather  benefi- 
cial than  hurtful. 

*  By  this  gradual  Procedure,  we  fhall  give  thofc,  who 
have  accuftom'd  themielves  to  this  Liquor,  Time  to  reclaim 
fhcir  Appetites,  and  thpfe  that  live  by  DilliUing,  Opportuni- 

tief 


(    i«9    ) 
tics  of  engagiog  in  (bme  other  Employment ;  we  Ihall  remove  An.  16.  Gco.ll. 
the  Diflemper  of  the  Pablick  without  any  painful  Remedies,        i74»' 
and  Hiall  reibrm  the  People  infenfibly  without  exaiperating  U-  ^^^^imS 
or  perfecuting  them.' 

Then  the  Bifhop  of  Oxford  Hood  np  and  fpoke  as  follows : 

My  Lords, 

*  As  I  am  not  yet  convinced  of  the  Expediency  of  the  Bill  BiAop  of  Oxoa. 
now  before  ns,  nor  can  difcover  any  Reafon  for  believing, 

that  the  Advantages  will  countervail  the  Mifchiefs  which  it 
will  prodnce,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  declare,  that  I  (hall  op- 
pofe  it  as  deftmdive  to  Virtue,  and  contrary  to  the  inviola- 
ble Rnles  of  Religion. 

*  It  appears  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  the  Liberty  of  felling 
Liquors,  which  are  allowed  to  be  equally  injurious  to  Health 
and  Virtue,  will  by  this  Law  become  general  and  boundlefs ; 
for  I  can  cUicover  no  Realbn  for  doubting,  but  that  the  Pnr- 
cfaafers  will  be  multiplied  by  irtcrealing  the  Numbers  of  the 
Venders  :  And  as  the  Increale  of  the  Sale  of  diftilled  Spirits, 
and  die  Propagation  of  all  Kinds  of  Wickednefs  are  the  fame; 
I  muft  conclude  that  Bill  to  be  deftru^tive  to  the  Publick  by 
which  the  Sale  of  Spirits  will  be  increafed. 

*  It  has  been  urged,  that  other  more  vigorous  Methods 
have  been  tried,  and  that  they  arc  now  to  be  laid  afide,  be- 
caufe  Experience  has  (hewn  them  to  be  inelfe<5hial  ;  becaufe 
the  People  unanimonfly  aflerted  the  Privilege  of  Debauchery, 
oppofed  the  Execution  of  Juftice,  and  purjiied  thofe  with  the 
utmoft  Malice  that  offered  Informations. 

*  I  (hould  think,  my  Lords,  that  Government  approach- 
ing to  its  Diffolution,  that  was  reduced  to  fubmit  its  Decrees 
to  their  Judgment  who  are  chiefly  accufed  of  the  Abufe  of 
thefc  Liquors ;  for  furely  when  the  lowef>,  the  moft  corrupt 
Part,  of  the  People  have  obtained  fuch  a  Degree  of  Influence, 
as  to  dictate  to  the  Legiflature  thofe  Laws  by  which  they  ex- 
pe<^  to  be  governed,  all  Subordination  is  at  an  End. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  I  hope,  I  (hall  never  fee  the  State  of 
my  own  Country  :  I  hope  I  fhall  never  fee  the  Government 
without  Authority  to  enforce  Obedience  to  the  Laws,  nor 
have  I,  indeed,  feen  any  fuch  Wcaknefs  on  this  Occaiion  : 
The  Oppolition  that  was  made,  and  the  Difcontent  that  was 
excited,  were  no  greater  than  might  be  reafonably  expelled, 
when  the  Vice  which  was  to  be  reformed  was  fo  enormoufly 
predominant ;  nor  was  the  EfFeft  of  the  Law  lefs  than  any 
one  who  fbre&w  fuch  Oppofition  might  reafonably  have  con- 
pei^ed. 


•      (    170    ) 
Aa.  i6.Gco.n,      <  In  tliis  *  City  alone  there  were,  before  the  Commence- 
>74a-         ment  of  that  Law,  fifteen  hundred  large  Shops  in  which  no 
^^         *  other  Trade  was  carried  on  than  that  of  retailing  thefe  per- 
nicious Liquors,  in  which  no  Temptation  to  Debauchery  was 
forgotten;  and,  what  cannot  be  mentioned  without  Horror, 
Back-rooms  and  (ecret  Places  were  contrived  for  Recepudcs 
of  thofe  who  had  drank,  till  they  had  loft  their  Reafon  and 
their  Limbs ;  there  they  were  crowded  together  till  they  re- 
covered Strength  fufficient  to  go  away,  or  drink  more. 

*  Thefe  pelHlential  Shops,  thefe  Storehoufes  of  Mifchicf, 
will,  upon  the  Encouragement  which  tliis  Law  will  give 
them,  be  (et  open  again ;  new  Invitations  will  be  hung  out 
to  catch  the  Eyes  of  Palfengers,  who  will  again  be  enticed 
with  Promifes  of  being  made  drunk  for  a  Penny ;  and  that 
univerfal  Debauchery  and  ailonifhing  Licentioufnefs  which 
gave  Occafion  to  the  former  Att  will  return  upon  us. 

*  It  is  to  little  Purpofc,  my  Lords,  that  the  Licences  for 
felling  difUUed  Spirits  are  to  be  granted  only  to  ihofe  who 
profefs  to  keep  Houfes  for  the  Sale  of  otlier  Liquors ;  fincc 
nothing  will  be  more  eafy  than  to  elude  this  Part  of  the 
Law.  Whoever  is  inclined  to  open  a  bhop  for  the  Retail  of 
Spirits,  may  take  a  Licence  tor  ieiiing  Ale  ;  and  the  Sale  of 
one  Barrel  of  more  innocent  Liquors  in  a  Year  will  entide  to 
difpenfe  Poifon  with  Impunity,  und  to  contribute  widiout 
Controul  to  the  Corruption  of  Mankind. 

*  It  is  confclledy  that  lince  this  Law  was  made,  thefe  Li- 
quors have  been  fold  only  at  Corners  of  the  Streets,  in  petty 
Shops,  and  in  private  Cellars;  and  theretore  it  mull  be 
allowed,  that  if  the  Confumption  has  increaled,  it  has  at 
lealt  increalied  lefs  than  if  the  free  and  open  Sale  had  been 
permitted  ;  for  the  Necelfity  of  Secrecy  is  always  a  Reftraint, 
and  every  Rellraint  mull  in  fome  Degree  obllruift,  any  Prac- 
tice, (ince  thofe  that  follow  it  under  Rellraint  would  purfue 
it  more  vigoroufly,  if  tliat  Rellraint  were  taken  away  ;  and 
thofe  that  are  now  totally  hindered,  would  at  leait  be  more 
(Irongly  tempted  by  greater  Liberty  ;  and  where  the  Temp- 
tation is  more  powerful,  more  wiH  probably  be  overcome 
by  it, 

'  But,  my  Lords,  however  the  Law  may  in  this  crowded 
City  have  been  eluded  and  dctied  ;  however  Dnmkcnnefs 
may  here  have  been  protcdcd  by  the  Infolence  which  it  pro- 
duces, and  Crimes  have  been  flieltered  by  the  Multitudes  of 
Offenders,  I  am  informed,  that  in  Parts  lefs  populous,  die 
Efficacy  of  the  late  Ait  never  was  denied  ;  and  that  it  has 
in  many  Parts  reicued  the  People  from  UiC  Miferics  of  De- 
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bauchety^  and  only  foiled  in  others  by  the  Negligence  of  An.  1 6.  Geo.  U. 
thofetowhom  the  Execution  of  it  was  committed.  174a. 

^  Negligently  and  fiintly  as  it  was  executed,  it  did  in  * 
Effe^  hinder  many  from  purfuing  this  |deftru<ftive  Kind  of 
Trade  ;  and  even  in  the  Metropolis  itielf,  almoft  a  total  Stop 
was  for  a  Time  put  to  the  Ufe  of  Spirits  ;  and  had  the  Ma- 
gifh-ates  performed  their  Duty  with  Steadinefs  and  Refoluti* 
on^  it  is  probable,  that  no  Plea  would  have  arifen  in  Favour 
of  this  Bill  from  the  Inef&cacy  of  the  laft. 

*  I  cannot  indeed  deny,  that  the  Multitude  of  falfe  Infor- 
mers furnifhed  the  Magiftrates  with  a  very  fpccious  Pretence 
for  relaxing  their  Vigilance  ;  but  it  was  only,  my  Lords,  a 
fpecious  Pretence,  not  a  warrantable  Reafon  ;  for  the  fame 
Diligence  fhould  have  been  ufed  to  punilh  falfe  Informers,  as 
ckndeftine  Retailers ;  the  Traders  inPoifbnand  in  Perjury 
Ihould  have  been  both  parfued  with  inceiTant  Vigour,  the 
Sword  of  Juftice  fliould  have  been  drawn  againft  both,  ridr 
fhoiild  it  have  been  laid  a£de,  till  both  Species  of  Wickednefs 
had  been  exterminated. 

*  In  the  Execution  of  this,  as  of  other  penal  Laws,  my 
Lords,  it  will  be  always  pofEble  for  the  Judge  to  be  milled 
by  falle  Teftimonies  ;  and  therefore  the  Argument,  which 
falfe  Informations  fiirnifh,  may  be  ufed  againft  every  other 
Law  where  Information  is  encouraged.  Yet,  my  Lords,  it 
has  been  long  the  Practice  of  this  Nation  to  incite  Criminals 
to  detect  each  other ;  and  when  any  enormous  Crime  is  com- 
mitted to  proclaim  at  once  Pardon  and  Rewards  to  him  that 
fliall  di/cover  his  Accomplices.  This,  my  Lords,  is  an  ap- 
parent Temptation  to  Perjury  ;  and  yet  no  Inconveniences 
have  aiifen  from  it,  that  can  reafbnably  induce  us  to  lay  it 
aiide. 

'  Perjury  may  in  the  Execution  of  this  Law  be  detedled  by 
the  fame  Means  as  on  other  Occafions  ;  and  whenever  it  is 
dete<flcd  ought  to  be  rigorouflv  punifhed.  And  I  doubt  not 
butin  afhortTime  the  Difficnlties  and  Inconveniences,  which 
arc  aflerted  in  the  Preamble  of  this  Bill  to  have  attended  the 
putting  the  late  A61  in  Execution,  would  fpeedily  have 
vanifhed,  the  Number  of  Delinquents  would  have  been  every 
Day  leflened,  and  the  Virtue  and  Induftry  of  the  Nation 
would  have  been  reftored. 

*  It  is  not  indeed  afTerted,  that  the  Execution  of  the  late 
A€t  was  impoflible  ;  but  that  it  was  attended  with  Difficult 
tics  ;  and  when,  my  Lords,  was  any  Defign  of  great  Impor* 
tance  eSe&cd  without  Difficulties  ?  It  is  difficult,  without 
doubt,  to  reftrain  a  Nation  from  Vice  ;  and  to  reform  a  Na- 
tion already  corrupted  is  Hill  more  difficult :  But   as  both, 

however 
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Asuifi.  Geo.II.  however  difficult,  are  neccflary,  it  is  the  Duty  of  Govem- 
174^         ment  to  endeavour  them^  till  it  (hall  appear  that  no  Endea- 
^  vours  can  fucceed. 

*  For  my  Part,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  eaGly  perfuaded  to 
believe  that  RemiiTnefs  will  fucceed,  where  AiGdoity  has 

'failed  ;  and  therefore  if  it  be  true,  as  is  fuppofed  in  the  Pre- 
amble, that  the  former  Ad  was  ineffedual  by  any  Deieds  In 
itfelf,  I  cannot  conceive  that  this  will  operate  with  greater 
Force.  I  cannot  imagine  that  Appetites  will  be  weakened 
by  leilening  the  Danger  of  gratifying  them  ;  or  that  MeO| 
who  will  break  down  the  Fences  of  the  Law  to  poflefs  diem- 
felves  of  what  long  Habits  have,  in  their  Opinion,  made 
neceflary  to  them,  will  negledl  it,  merely  becaufe  it  is  laid 
in  their  Way. 

*  With  regard  to  this  AA,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  be  enquired, 
whether  it  is  likely  to  be  executed  with  more  Diligence  than 
the  former,  and  whether  the  fame  Obfbcles  may  not  equally 
obftrud  the  Execution  of  both. 

*  The  great  Difficulty  of  the  former  Method,  a  Method 
certainly  in  itfelf  reafonable  and  efficacious,  arofe  ^ni  the 
Neceffity  of  receiving  Informations  from  the  racancft  and 
moft  profligate  of  the  People,  who  were  often  tempted  to  lay 
hold  of  the  Opportunities  which  that  Law  put  into  their 
Hands  of  relieving  their  Wants,  or  gratifying  their  Refent- 
ment;  and  very  frequently  intimidated  the  innocent,  by 
Threats  of  Accufations  which  were  not  eafily  to  be  confiitcd. 
They  were  therefore  equally  dangerous  to  iho(e  that  obcy'd 
the  A<5^  and  to  thofe  that  difre^^arded  it ;  for  they  fomet'incs 
put  their  Threats  in  Execution,  and  railed  Prolecations 
againft  thofe  who  had  committed  no  other  Crime  than  that 
of  refufing  to  bribe  them  to  Silence. 

*  An  Abufe  fo  notorious,  my  Lords,*  produced  a  general 
Deteflation  of  all  Informers,  or  at  leaft  concurred  with  other 
Gaufes  to  produce  it ;  and  that  Deteftation  was  fo  prevalent 
in  the  Minds  of  the  Populace,  that  at  lafl  it  became  to  the 
higlieft  Degree  dangerous  to  attempt  the  Convi^ion  of  thofe, 
who,  in  the  m6ft  open  and  contemptuous  Manner,  every 
Day  violated  the  Laws  of  their  Coantry  ;  and  in  Time  the 
Retailers  trufting  to  the  Protedtion  of  the  People,  laid  afide 
all  Caution,  at  leafl  in'  this  great  City,  and  profecoted  their 
former  Praftice  with  the  utmoft  Security. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  was  the  chief  Difficulty  and  Inconve- 
nirnce  hitherto  difcovered  in  the  Law  which  is  now  propof- 
cd  to  be  repealed.  Thus  was  its  Execution  obfb-uded  and 
the  Provifions  enafted  by  it  made  ineffeftual.  This  Defefl 
therefore  ought  to  be  chiefly  regarded  in  any  new  Regulati- 
ons. 
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#ns.     But  what  Securities,  my  Lords,  are  provided  againft  An.  a6.Gto»& 
the  fame  Evil  in  the  Bill  before  us  ?  Or  why  fhould  we  una-  .       '7^* 
gine  that  this  Law  will  be  executed  with  lefs  OppoCtion  than 
the  laft  ?  The  Informers  will  undoubtedly  be  of  the  fame 
Clafs  as  before  ;  they  are  (till  to  be  incited  by  a  Reward  ; 
And  therefore  it  may  be  reafonably  feared,  diat  they  will 
2£t  upon  the  fame  Motives^  and  be  perfecuted  with  the  fame 
Fury- 

*  To  obviate  this  Inconvenience^  appears  tome  very  cafy, 
by  converting  the  Duty  upon  Licences  to  a  large  Duty  upon 
the  Liquors  to  be  paid  by  the  DiiUUer;  the  Payment  of 
which  will  be  carefully  exacted  by  proper  Officers,  who,, 
tho'  their  Employment  is  not  very  reputable,  purfue  it  at 
lead:  without  any  perfonal  Danger  ;  and  who  inform  their 
Superiors  of  any  Attempts  to  defraud  the  Revenue  without 
being  cenfured  as  officious  or  revengefid,  and  therefore  are 
without  any  Terrors  to  hinder  them  from  their  Duty. 

'  It  has  been  aflerted,  indeed,  that  the  Price  of  a  Licence 
is  now  ib  (xnall,  that  none  who  are  inclin'd  to  deal  in  Spirits, 
will  negled  to  fecure  themfelves  from  Punifhment  and  Vexa- 
tion by  procuring  it  ;  and  that  no  Man  will  fubjed  himfelf 
to  the  Malice  o£  a  Profligate  by  carrying  on  an  illicit  Trade, 
which  the  annual  Expence  of  Twenty  Shillings  will  make 
legal. 

*  If  this  Argument  be  juft,  my  Lords,  and  to  the  greateft 
Part  of  this  Aflembly,  I  believe,  it  will  appear  very  plaufible, 
how  will  this  Law  leilen  the   Confumption  of  diftiird  Li- 

guors  ?  It  is  confefs'd  that  it  will  hinder  nobody  from  fel- 
ng  them  ;  and  it  has  been  found  by  Experience  that  nothing 
can  refh-aiu  the  People  from  buying  them,  but  fuch  Laws  as 
hinder  them  from  being  fold. 

*  This  Plea,  therefore,  by  removing  an  Objeftion  to  a 
particular  Claufe,  will  fbengthen  the  great  Argument 
againfl  the  Tenor  of  the  Bill,  tliatinflead  of  leflening  it  will 
increafe  the  Confumption  of  thofe  Liquors  which  are  allowed 
to  be  deftrudtive  to  the  People,  to  enfeeble  the  Body,  and 
to  vitiate  the  Minds,  and  coniequently  to  impair  the  Strength 
and  Commerce  of  the  Nation,  and  todeflroy  the  Happinefs 
and  Security  of  Life. 

*  That  the  Cheapnefs  of  Licences  will  induce  Multitudes 
to  buy  them,  itoay  beexpedled  ;  but  it  cannot  be  hoped  that 
every  one  will  ceafe  to  fell  Spirits  without  a  Licence,  for  they 
are,  as  I  am  informed,  offered  every  Hour  in  the  Streets* by 
thofe  to  whom  Twenty  Shillings  make  a  very  large  Sum  ; 
and  who|  therefore  will  not,  or  cannot,  purchaie  a  Licence. 
Thefe  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  deleted  and  puniihed  ;  but 

there 


(     174    ) 
A^.  16.  Geo.  II.  there  is  no  Provifion  made  for  difcovcring  tliem,  bnt  what 
i742«         has  been  found  already  to  be  ineffe^nal. 

^  *  It  appears  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  this  Bill  will  in- 
creafe  the  Number  of  lawful  Retailers,  without  dimini/hing 
that  of  private  Dealers  ;  fo  that  the  Opportunities  of  De- 
bauchery will  be  multiplied  in  proportion  to  the  Numbers 
who  (hall  take  Licences. 

^  There  is  another  Fallacy  by  which  the  Duties  upon  di- 
Aiird  Liquors  have  been  hitherta  avoided,  and  which  will 
flill  make  this  Bill  equally  ufelefs  as  the  former^  Ibr  the  Ends 
\(rhich  are  to  be  promoted  by  it. 

*  It  is  expcded,  my  Lords,  by  thofe  who  purchafe  Spirits 
from  the  DilHllers,  that  they  Ihould  be  of  a  certain  Degree 
of  Strength  which  they  call  Proof:  If  they  are  of  a  lower 
Degree,  their  Price  is  diminifhed;  and  if  of  a  higher,  it  is 
railed  proportionably  ;  becaufe  if  the  Spirits  exceed  the  De- 
grees of  Strength  required,  they  may  be  mixed  with  other 
Liquors  of  little  Value  and  dill  be  fold  to  the  Drinker  at  die 
.common  Price. 

*  It  is  therefore  the  Practice  of  the  Diftillers  to  give  their 
Spirits  thrice  the  Degree  of  Strength  required,  by  which 
Contrivance,  though  they  pay  only  the  Duty  of  one  Pint, 
they  fell  their  Liquors  at  the  Price  of  three  ;  becaufe  it  may 
be  increased  to  thrice  the  Quantity  diflill*d,  and  yet  retain 
fufficient  Strength  to  promote  the  Purpofes  of  Wickcdnefs. 

'  This  Praftice,  my  Lords,  (hould  be  likewife  obviated  ; 
for  while  one  Gallon,  after  having  paid  the  prefentlow  Du- 
ty which  is  laid  upon  it,  may  be  multiplied  to  three^  the  ad- 
ditional Price  will,  in  the  fmall  Quantities^  which  are  uf> 
ually  demanded,  become  imperceptible. 

*  But  to  (how  yet  farther  the  Inefficacy  of  this  Bill.  Let 
us  fuppofc,  what  will  not  be  found  by  Experience,  that  a 
Halfpenny  is  added  to  the  Price  of  every  Pint,  it  will  yet 
be  very  practicable  to  revel  in  Drunkennefs  for  a  Penny ; 
fince  a  very  fmall  Quantity  of  thefe  hateful  Liquors  is  fulE- 
cient  to  intoxicate  thofe  who  have  not  been  habituated  to 
the  Ufe  of  them ;  who,  though  their  Reformation  is  un- 
doubtedly to  be  deCred,  do  not  fo  much  demand  the  Care 
of  the  Legiflature,  as  thofe  whoareyetuntainted  with  this 
pernicious  Pradlice,  and  who  may  perhaps  by  the  Frequency 
of  Temptation,  and  the  Prevalence  of  Example,  be  induccil 
in  Time  to  tafle  thefe  execrable  Liquors,  and  perifh  in  their 
firflEflliys  of  Debauchery.  For  fuch  is  the  Qiiality  of  thefe 
Spirits,  that  they  are  (ometimes  fatal  to  thofe  who  indif- 
erectly  venture  upon  them  without  Caution,  and  whofe  Sto- 
machs have  not  been  prepared  for  large  Draughts^  by  pro- 
per 
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per  Gradations  of  Intemperance  ;  a  Cngle  Spoonful  hasbeen  An.  x6.  Geo.  IL 
found  (ufHcient  to  hurry  two  Children  to  the  Grave.  '74** 

*  It  is,  therefore,  my  Opinion  that  thofe  whofe  Stations  ^ 
and  En^ployments  make  it  their  Duty  to  fuperintend  the 
Condn<5t  of  their  Fellow -Subjeds,  ought  to  contrive  fome 
other  Law  on  this  Occafion,  ought  to  endeavour  to  refcue 
the  Common  People  from  the  Infatuation  which  is  become 
general  amongrt  them,  and  to  withhold  from  them  the  Means 
of  Wickednefs.  That  inftead  of  complying  with  their  Pre- 
judices and  flattering  their  Appetites,  they  fhould  exert  that 
Authority,  with  which  they  are  intruded,  in  a  fteady  and 
refolute  OppoCtion  to  predominant  Vices  ;  and  without  ha- 
ving Recourfe  to  gentle  Arts  and  temporifing  Expedients, 
fnatch  out  of  their  Hands  at  once  thole  Inftrumcnts  which 
are  only  of  Ufe  for  criminal  Purpofes,  and  take  from  their 
Mouths  that  Draught,  with  which,  however  delicious  it  may 
feem,  they  poifon  at  once  themfelves  and  their  Pofterity. 

'  The  only  Argument  which  can  be  offered  in  Defence  of 
this  Bill  is  the  Neceflity  of  fupporiing  the  Expences  of  the 
War,  and  the  Difficulty  of  railmg  Money  by  any  other  Me- 
thod. The  Neceflity  of  the  War,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  a- 
bout  to  caQ  in  queiUon,  nor  is  it  very  confident  with  my 
Charader  to  examine  the  Method  in  which  it  has  been  car- 
ried on ;  but  this  I  can  boldly  aflert,  that  however  juft, 
however  neceffary,  however  prudently  profecuted,  and  how- 
ever fuccefsfiiliy  concluded,  it  can  produce  no  Advantages 
equivalent  to  national  Sobriety  and  Indudry ;  and  I  am  cer- 
tain that  no  publick  Advantage  ought  to  be  purchafcd  at 
the  Expence  of  publick  Virtue. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  I  hope  we  are  not  yet  reduced  to  the 
unhappy  Choice  either  of  corrtipting  our  People  or  fubmit- 
ting  to  our  Enemies  ;  nor  do  I  aoubt  but  that  Supplies  may 
be  obtained  by  Methods  lefs  pernicious  to  the  Publick,  and 
that  Funds  fufllcient  for  tlie  prefent  Occa&on  may  be  efta- 
bliflied  without  a  legal  Eftablifliment  of  Drunkennefs. 

*  I  hope,  my  Lords,  we  fliall  not  fuffer  our  Endeavours 
to  be  baffled  by  the  OWlinacy  of  Drunkards,  and  that  we 
/hall  not  defift  from  endeavouring  the  Recovery  of  the  Na- 
tion from  this  hateful  Vice,  becaufe  our  firft  Attempt  has 
failed  ;  fince  it  failed  only  by  the  Negligence  or  the  Cow- 
ardice of  thole  whofe  Duty  required  them  to  promote  tlic 
Execution  of  a  jufl  Law. 

*  Againft  the  Bill  now  before  us,  I  have  thought  it  my 
Duty  to  declare,  as  it  appears  to  me  oppofite  to  every  Prin- 
ciple of  Virtue,  and  every  juft  Purpoie  of  Government  ;  and 
therefore,   though  I  have  engroflTed  fo  much  of  your  Time 

in 
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An.  j6.  Geo.  II.  In  (peaking  on  a  Subjedl  with  which  it  cannot  reafonably  be 
'74^-        expc(fted  that  I  fliould  be  well  acquainted,   I  hope  I  Jhall 
l_i  i-v~  "-^  eaiily  be  pardoned  by  your  Lordfhips  ;  (ince  I  have  no  pri- 
vate Views  either  of  Intereft  or  Refentment  to  promote,  and 
have  fpoken  only  what  my  Confcience  dlAates^  and  my  Duty 
requires.' 

Then  Lord  Talht  rofe  up,  and  (poke  to  the  fbliowing 
EfFed  : 
My  LordSy 
tord  Talbot.        *  I  am  a(hamed  that  there  (hould  beany  Nece(fity  of  op* 
podng  in  this  Houfe  a  Hill  like  tliat  which  is  now  before  us ; 
a  Bill  crowded  with  Abfurdities,  which  no  Strength  of  Elo- 
quence can  exaggerate,  nor  any  Force  of  Reafon  make  more 
evident. 

*  This  Bill,  my  Lords,  is  however  the  firft  Proof  that  our 
new  Minillers  have  given  of  their  Capacity  for  the  Talk 
^hich  they  have  undertaken.  This  is  a  Specimen  of  tlicir 
Sagacity,  and  is  de(igned  by  them  as  an  Inftance  of  the  gentle 
Methoas  by  which  the  Expcnces  of  the  Government  are 
liereafter  to  be  levied  upon  the  People.  The  Nation  (hall 
no  longer  fee  its  Manufaftures  fubjedled  to  Impofts,  nor  the 
Fruits  of  Indu(try  taken  from  the  laborious  Artificer  ;  but 
Drunkennefs  (hall  hereafter  fupply  what  has  hitherto  been 
paid  by  Diligence  and  Traffick ;  the  Reftraints  of  Vice  (hall 
be  taken  away  ;  the  Barriers  of  Virtue  and  Religion  broken, 
and  an  univerfal  Licentioufnefs  (hall  overfpread  the  Land, 
that  the  Schemes  of  the  Miniftry  may  be  executed. 

'  What  the  Projects  are,  my  Lords,  that  arc  to  be  pur- 
fued  by  fuch  Means,  it  is  not  my  pre(cnt  Purpo(e  to  en- 
quire :  It  is  not  necciTary  to  add  any  Aggravations  to  the 
prelent  Charge,  or  to  examine  what  has  been  the  former 
Gondud,  or  what  will  be  the  future  Anions  of  Men  who 
lie  open  by  their  prelcnt  Propofal  to  the  moft  atrocious  Ac- 
cufations  ;  who  are  publickly  endeavouring  the  Propagation 
oi  the  moft  pernicious  of  all  Vices  ;  who  are  laying  Poifon 
in  the  Way  of  their  Countrymen,  Poifon  by  which  not  only 
the  Body  but  (he  Mind  is  contaminated;  who  are  attempt- 
ing to  eftablifh  by  a  Law  a  PradHce  produdive  of  all  the 
Mi(eries  to  which  human  Nature  is  incident,  a  Pradice 
which  will  at  once  difperfe  Difeafes  or  Sedition,  promote 
Beggary  and  Rebellion. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  is  the  Expedient  by  which  the  Acutc- 
nefs  of  our  Miniftry  propofes  to  raife  the  Supplies  of  the  pre- 
ient  Year  ;  and  by  this  they  hope  to  convince  the  Nation 
tiiat  they  are  qualified  for  the  high  Trufts   to  which  ihcw 
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are  advanced  ;  and  that  they  owe  their  Advancement  only  An.  16.  Geo.  IJ« 
to  the  Superiority  of  their  Abilities,  the' Extent  of  their  i74»' 

Knowledge,  and  the  Maturity  of  rheir  Experience  :  Hy  this 
Mafter-ftroke  of  Policy  they  hope  to  lay  for  their  Authority 
a  £rm  and  durable  Foundation,  and  to  pofTefs  themfelves 
by  this  happy  Contrivance  at  once  of  the  Confidence  of  the 
Crown  and  die  AffeAions  of  the  People. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  I  am  fo  little  convinced  of  their  Abili- 
ties^ that  amidft  all  the  Exultation  which  this  new  Scheme 
produces,  I  will  venture  to  prophecy  the  Decline  of  their 
Influence,  and  to  fix  the  Period  of  their  Grcatnefs  ;  for  I 
am  perfuaded  that  notwithftanding  the  Readinefs  with  which 
they  have  hitherto  facrificed  the  Intereft  of  their  Country, 
notwithdanding  the  defperate  Precipitation  with  which  they 
have  blindly  engag'd  in  the  mod  dangerous  Meafures,  they 
will  not  be  able  to  continue  a  Year  in  their  prefent  Su- 
tions. 

'  The  Bill  now  under  our  Confideration,  my  Lords,  will 
undonbtedly  make  all  thofe  their  Enemies  whom  it  does  not 
corrupt ;  for  what  can  be  expeded  from  it  but  univerfal  Dif- 
ordcr  and  boundlefs  Wickednefs  ?  Wickednefs  made  info- 
lent  by  the  Protedion  of  the  Law,  and  Diforder  promoted 
by  all  thole  whole  Wealth  is  increafed  by  the  Increafe  of  the 
Revenues  of  the  Government, 

'  Had  it  been  urged,  my  Lords,  in  Defence  of  this  Bill, 
chat  it  was  neceflary  to  raife  Money,  and  that  Money  could 
only  be  rais'd  by  increaling  the  Confumption  of  di(tiird  Spi- 
rits, it  would  have  been  apparent  that  it  was. well  calculated 
to  Dfomote  the  Purpofes  intended  ;  butfurely,  to  aflert  that  it 
will  obftrud  the  ufe  of  thefe Liquors,  is  to  difcover  a  Degree 
either  of  Ignorance,  of  Effrontery,  or  of  Folly,  by  which 
few  Sutefinen  have  been  hitherto  dilBnguilhed. 

^  If  we  receive  without  Examination  the  EfUmatcs  which 
have  been  laid  down,  and  allow  the  Duty  to  rife  as  high  as 
thofe  by  whom  it  is  proje6led  have  ventured  to  aflert,  the 
Price  of  thefe  Liquors  can  be  raifed  but  a  Halfpenny  a  Pint ; 
and  there  are  few,  even  among  the  lowed  of  thole  who  in- 
dulge themfelves  in  this  fatal  Luxury,  whom  the  Want  of  a 
fingle  Halfpenny  can  often  debar  from  it. 

'  And  though  thefe  accurate  Calculators  (hould  infift,  that 
Men  may  fometimes  be  compelled  to  Sobriety  by  this  Ad- 
dition to  the  Expence  of  being  drunk  ;  yet  how  far  will  thia 
Rcflralnt  be  found  from  being  equivalent  to  the  new 
Temptation,  which  will  be  thrown  into  the  Way  of  Thou* 
fands,  yet  uncorrupted,  by  the  Multitude  of  new  Shops  that 
•wU  be  opened  for  the  Diltribution  of  Povfon,  and  the  Sc^ 
Vql,  Vm.  Part  i,        C  c  '  curity 
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An.  i6,  Gco.n.^^"*y  which  Debauchery  will  obtain  from  the  Coantenance 

i74».  '     oftheLcgiflature. 
y^   -(^-1  lJ      '  What  will  be  the  Confequences  of  any  Encouragement 
given  to  a  Vice^  already  alrooft  irreiiflably  prevalent^  I  can- 
*  not  determine ;  but  furely  nothing  is  too  difinal  to  he  ex- 
'pcfted  from  univerfal  Drunkennefs,  from  a  general  Depn- 
vity  of  ail  the  mod  ufefiii  Part  of  Mankind,  from  an  epide- 
mical Fury  of  Debauchery^  and  an  unbounded  Exemption 
from  Relbraint. 
M .       '  How  little  any  Encouragement  is  wanting  to  promote 
(^iJUHtjip^tAit  Exemption  of  thefe  execrable  Liquors  ;    how  much  it 
/  conc^Tirr'cverjf  Man  who  has  been  inform'd  of  their  Qaa- 

lity,  and  who  has  feen  their  Confequences,  to  oppofe  the 
U&  of  them  with  his  utmoft  Influence,  appears  from  the 
enormous  Quantity  which  the  Stills  of  this  Nation  annually 
produce. 

'  The  Number  of  Gallons,  which  appears  from  the  Ac- 
counts on  the  Table  to  have  been  coniiimed  lall  Year,  is 
Seven  Millions  1  A  Quantity  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  Health, 
interrupt  the  Labour,  and  deprave  the  Morals  of  a  veij  great 
Part  of  the  Nation  :  A  Quantity  whidi,  if  it  be  fofrerol  to 
continue  undtminifhed,  will,  even  without  any  legal  Encou- 
ragement of  its  U(e,  in  a  (hort  Time  de{ht)y  the  Happinefs 
oi  the  Publick,  and  by  impairing  the  Strength  and  leifenin^ 
the  Number  of  Manufacturers  and  Labourers,  introduce  Po- 
verty and  Famine. 

^  Infiead  therefore  of  promoting  a  Practice  fo  evidently 
detrimental  to  Society,  let  us  oppofe  it  with  the  mod  vigo- 
rous Efforts  :  Let  us  begin  our  Oppofition  by  rejeding  this 
Bill,  and  then  confider,  whether  the  Execution  of  the  former 
Law  fhall  be  enforced;  or  whether  another  more  eificaciotis 
can  be  formed. 

The  Earl  of  Cholmondeley  fpoke  to  the  foUowmg  Eficfl : 
My  Urds, 
^  •    IP'^^'      '  Though  it  is  undoubtedly  the  Right  of  every  Member  of 
^*        this  Houfe  to  utter  his  Sentiments  with  Freedom,  yet  forcly 
Decency  ought  to  retrain  us  from  virulent,  and  Jullice 
from  undeicrv'd  Reproaches  ;  we  ought  not  to  oenfnre  any 
Conduct  with  more  Severity  than  it  deferves,  nor  condemn 
any  Man  for  Pra6Hces  of  which  he  is  innocent. 

*  This  Rule,  which  will  not,  I  fuppofe,  be  controverted, 
has  not,  in  my  Opinion,  been  very  carefully  obferv'd  in 
this  Debate  ;  for  furely  nothing  ismoreunjuft  than  to  a/Tert 
pr  ixiUnuatc,  that  the  Government  has  looked  idly  upon  the 

Advances 
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Advances  of  Debauchery,  or  has  (ufTer'd  Drunkennefs  to  An.  x6.  Geo.  Q, 
prevail  without  Oppofition.  »7*a* 

'  Of  the  Care  with  which  this  Licentioufnefs  has  been  ^ 
oppoied^  no  other  Proof  can  be  required  than  the  Laws 
which  have  in  the  prefent  Reign  been  made  againft  it.  Soon 
after  the  Acceflion  of  his  Majefty,  the  Ufe  of  compound 
Spirits  was  prohibited  ;  but  this  Law  being  ehided,  by  fub* 
mturing  Liquors  lb  drawn  as  not  to  be  included  in  the  Sta- 
tute, it  was  fbon  after  repealed,  and  the  People  were  for  a 
Time,  indeed,  futfered  to  drink  dldiird  Liquors  without 
Reffaraint,  becaufe  a  proper  Method  of  retraining  them  was 
not  ea(ily  to  be  founo. 

'  How  diffiailt  it  was  to  contrive  Means  by  which  this 
Vice  might  fafely  be  prevented,  appeared  more  plainly  foon 
afterwards,  when  the  outragious  Licentioufnefs  of  the  Popu- 
lace made  it  neceflary  to  contrive  fbme  new  Law  by  which 
die  Uie  of  that  Liouor  might  be  prohibited,  to  which  fb 
mnch  Infblence,  Idfirncfs  and  Diffolutenefs  were  imputed. 

*  The  Law  which  it  is  now  propofed  to  repeal,  was  then 
zealoafly  promoted  by  thofe  who  were  then  mofldidinguifh- 
ed  for  their  Virtue  and  their  Prudence.  Every  Man  who 
had  any  Regard  for  the  Happinefs  of  the  Publick  was  a]arra*d 
at  the  Inundation  of  Licentioufnefs  that  overflowed  thisCity^ 
and  began  to  fpread  itfelf  to  the  remoter  Parts  of  the  King- 
dom ;  and  it  was  determin'd  that  nothing  but  a  total  Prohi*- 
bition  of  diftilPd  Liquors  could  preferve  the  Peace,  and  re- 
flore  the  Virtue  of  the  Nation. 

*  A  Law  was  therefore  made  which  prohibited  the  Retail 
of  diftiil'd  Spirits  ;  and  it  was  expe^ed  that  the  People 
would  immediately  return  to  the  Ufe  of  more  innocent  and 
healthful  Lianors,  and  that  this  new  Art  of  fudden  Intoxi- 
cation would  be  wholly  fupprefs'd  ;  but  with  how  little 
Knowledge  of  the  Difpofitions  of  the  Nation  this  Hope  was 
formed,  the  Event  quickly  difcover'd  ;  for  no  fooner  was 
the  darling  Liquor  withheld,  than  a  general  Murmur  was 
railed  over  all  Parts  of  this  jgreat  City,  and  all  the  lower 
Orders  of  the  People  teftify'cT  their  Difcon tent  in  the  moft 
open  Manner.  Multitudes  were  immediately  tempted  by  the 
Profped  of  uncommon  Gain  to  retail  the  prohibited  Liquors;, 
of  thefe  many  were  detected  and  many  punifted  ;  and  the 
Trade  of  Information  was  fo  lucrative  and  fo  clofely  fo^ow-^ 
ed,  that  there  was  no  doubt  but  the  Law  would  produce 
the  YStGt  expedted  from  It ;  and  that  the  moft  obftinate  Re**, 
toilers  woula  by  repeated  Profecutions  be  difcouraged  from^ 
the  Praftice. 

<  Hut  no  fooner  did  the  People  find  tlicir  fkvouri^e  Grati-^ 
C  Q  ^  gcatipui 
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An.  r6.  Ceo.  n.  fication  ill  real  Danger,  than  they  unanimoufly  engaged  in 
^l^^Z'  .J  ^  Pefencc  ;  they  difcovered,  that  without  Informers  the 
new  Law  was  without  Operation  ;  and  the  In&rroers  were 
therefore  perfecutcd  by  them  without  Mercy  and  without 
Reniifliony  till  at  iaft  no  Man  would  venture  to  provoke  the 
Refentment  of  the  Populace  for  the  Reward  to  which  Infor- 
mation entitled  him. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords^  one  Law  has  been  eluded  by  Artifice, 
and  another  defeated  by  Violence  ;  the  Practice  of  drinkiog 
Spirits,  however  pernicious,  dill  continued  to  prevail ;  the 
Magiftrates  could  not  punifh  a  Crime  of  which  they  were  not 
^nform*d,  and  they  could  obtain  no  Information  ofaPradice 
vindicated  by  the  Populace, 

'  It  is  not  indeed  to  be  allow'd,  that  the  Cnftom  of  drink- 
ing diftiird  Liquors,  however  prevalent,  has  yet  arifen  to  the 
Height  at  which  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  Iaft  feems  to  ima- 
gine it  arrived  ;  for  tho'  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  feven 
Millions  of  Gallons  are  annually  *diftiirdy  it  is  not  to  be 
imagined  that  the  whole  Qiiantity  is  wafled  in  Debauchery  ; 
lome  is  exhauiied  by  the  NecefHties,  and  fome  by  theConve- 
niencies  of  Life,  a  great  Part  is  exported  to  other  Counuies, 
and  the  Diflillery  promotes  many  otlier  Purpofes  than  tbofe 
of  Riot  and  Licentioufnefs. 

*  That  t^o  much  however  is  us'd  by  the  common  People, 
and  that  Intemperance  has  for  fome  Time  prevailed  in  a  De- 
gree unknown  to  any  former  Age,  cannot  be  denied  ;  and 
Ithercferc  fome  Means  of  reclaiming  them  ought  to  be  tried. 
What  then,  my  Lords,  is  to  be  done  ?  The  firft  Law  was 
eluded,  the  fecond  is  defied  ;  the  firft  was  executed  but  pro- 
duced no  Reftraint,  the  (econd  produces  aReftraint  fo  violent 
that  it  cannot  be  executed. 

*  That  the  prefent  Law  is  inefFedlual  cannot  be  doubted 
by  thofe  who  alTert,  that  the  Quantity  of  Spirits  diftill'd  has 
every  Yearencreafed  ;  and  there  feems  to  iiemain  therefore 
no  other  Choice  than  that  of  ruft*ering  this  Increafe  to  pro- 
ceed, or  to  endeavour  to  prevent  it  by  new  Regulations.  The 
prefent  Law  ought  to  be  repealed,  bccaufe  it  is  ufeiefs  ;  but 
f-irely  fome  other  ought  to  fupply  its  Place,  which  may  be 
moreeafily  enforced  and  lefs  violently  oppoied. 

'  The  Bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  will  in  my  Opinion, 
anfwer  all  the  Purpofes  of  the  Iaft,  without  Noife  and  without 
Difturbancc.  By  leftening  the  Price  of  Licences  it  will  put 
a  Stop  to  clandeftine  Retail  ;  and  by  raifing  that  of  the  Li- 
quors, it  will  hinder  the  common  People  from  drinking 
them  in  their  ufual  Fxcefs.  Thofe  who  have  hitherto  lolt 
tbeir  Reafon  and  Limb^  twice  a  Day  by  their  Drunken  ncfs 

will 
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will  not  be  abJe  under  the  intended  Regulations  to  commit  ^'  '^'  ^^'  ^'* 
the  fame  Crime  twice  in  a  Week  ;  and  as  the  Temptation  of       ^^^'    j 
Cheapnefs  will  be  taken  away,  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  next       '^^~ 
Generation  will  not  fall  into  die  fame  Vice. 

*  Since  therefore,  my  Lords,  the  Arguments  in  favour  of 
this  Bill  are  at  leafl  plaufible  and  fpecious  ;  jQnce  the  Deiien 
appears  to  be  worthy  this  Houfe,  and  the  Method  propolcd 
fuch  as  may  be  hoped  to  produce  the  EfFedls  which  the  Projec- 
tors of  the  Bill  defire  ;  and  fince  the  Opinions  of  this  Houie 
are  at  lead  divided,  and  the  other  has  pafs'd  it  almoft  without 
Oppofition,  we  ought  at  lead,  in  my  Opinion,  not  to  rejed 
it  with  Precipitation,  but  refer  it  to  a  Committee,  that  it 
may  be  fully  confider'd  ;  and  thofe  Objedlions  which  cannot 
be  anfwer'd,  remov'd  by  proper  Alterations.' 

The  Earl  of  Chefterfield  fpoke  to  the  following  Purport : 

My  Lords  f 

*  The  Bill  now  under  our  Confideration  appears  to  me  to  ^*  of  Cheftcrfidd 
deferve  a  much  clofer  Regard  than  feems  to  have  been  paid 

to  it  in  the  other  Ho^fe,  through  which  it  was  hurried  with 
the  utmoft  Precipitation,  and  where  it  was  pailed  almoit  with^ 
oat  the  Formality  of  a  Debate ;  nor  can  I  think  that  Ear- 
neftnefs  with  which  fome  Lords  feem  inclin'd  to  prefs  at  for- 
ward here,  confiftent  with  the  Importance  of  the  Confe- 
quences  which  may  be  with  great  Reafon  expeded  from  it. 

*  It  has  been  urged,  that  where  fo  great  a  Number  have 
formed  Expedtations  of  a  National  Benefit  from  any  Bill,  ^o 
much  Deference,  at  lead,  is  due  to  their  Judgment,  as  that 
the  Bill  (hould  be  conlider'd  in  a  Committee.  This,  my 
Lords,  I  admit  to  be  in  other  Cafes  a  juft  and  reafonable  De- 
mand, and  will  readily  allow  that  the  Propofal  not  only  of  a 
confiderable  Number,  but  even  of  any  finglc  Lord,  ought  to 
be  fully  examined  and  regularly  debated  according  to  the 
ufuai  Forms  of  this  Houfe.  But  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  my 
Lords,  and  in  all  Cafes  like  the  prefent,  this  Demand  is  im- 
proper, becaufe  it  is  ufelefs  ;  and  it  is  ufelefs,  becaufe  we 
can  do  now  all  that  we  can  do  hereafter  in  a  Committee. 
For  the  Bill  before  us  is  a  Mouey-Bill  which,  according  to 
the  prefent  Opinion  of  the  Commons,  we  have  no  Right  to 
amend  ;  and  which  therefore  we  have  ho  need  of  confidering 
in  a  Committee,  fince  the  Event  of  all  our  Deliberations  muft 
be,  that  we  are  either  to  rejed  or  pafs  it  in  its  prefent  State. 
For  I  fuppofe  no  Lord  will  think  this  a  proper  Time  to  enter 
into  a  Controverfy  with  the  Commons,  for  the  Revival  of 
thofe  Privileges  to  which  I  believe  we  have  a  Rigbt^  and  fuch 

Cc3      •  n 
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An.  i6.  Geo.  II.  3  Controverfy  the  Icaft  Attempt  to  amend  a  Moncy-BiU  ^i& 
^^4^*     ,    certainly  produce. 

■^  *  To  dcfire,  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  this  Bill  may  be 

confider'd  in  a  Committee,  is  only  to  defire  that  it  may  gain 
one  Step  without  Oppolition  ;  that  it  may  proceed  through 
the  Forms  of  the  Houfe  by  Stealth,  agd  that  the  Confidera- 
tion  of  it  may  be  delay'd  till  the  Exigencies  of  the  Govern- 
ment (hall  be  fo  great,  as  not  to  allow  Time  for  raiiing  the 
Supplies  by  any  other  Method. 

*  By  this  Artifice,  grofsasitis,  the  Patrons  of  this  won- 
derful Bill  hope  to  ob(tru6l  a  plain  and  open  Deteftion  of  its 
Tendency.  They  hope,  my  Lords,  that  the  Bill  (hall  ope- 
rate in  the  fame  Manner  with  the  Liquor  which  it  is  intended 
to  bring  into  more  general  Ufe  ;  and  that  as  thofe  that  drink 
Spirits  are  drunk  before  they  are  well  aware  that  they  arc 
drinking,  the  Effecfts  of  this  Law  (hall  be  perceived  before  wc 
know  that  we  have  made  it.  Their  Intent  is  to  give  us  a 
Dram  of  Policy  which  is  to  be  fwallowed  before  it  istaftcd, 
and  which,  when  once  it  is  fwallowed,  will  turn  our 
Heads. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  I  hope  we  (hall  be  fo  cautious  as  to  ex- 
amine the  Draught  which  thefe  State  Emperics  have  thought 
proper  to  offer  us  ;  and  I  am  confident  that  a  ycry  little  Ex- 
amination will  convince  us  of  the  pernicious  Qualities  of  their 
new  Preparation,  and  (hew  that  it  can  have  no  other  Effeft 
than  that  of  poifoning  the  Publick. 

*  The  Law  before  us,  my  Lords,  feems  to  be  the  Eflfcftof 
thatPra<^tice  of  which  it  is  intended  likewife  to  be  the  Caufe ; 
and  to  be  didlated  by  the  Liquor  of  which  it  fo  e(Fedually 
promotes  the  Ufe  ;  for  furely  it  never  before  was  conceived 
by  any  Man  intrufted  with  the  Adminiftration  of  publick  Af- 
fairs, to  raife  Taxes  by  the  Deftniftion  of  the  People. 

*  Nothing,  my  Lords,  but  the  Deflrudlion  of  all  themoft 
laborious  and  u(eful  Part  of  llie  Nation  can  be  expc^ed  from 
the  Licence  which  is  now  propofed  to  be  given,  not  only  to 
Drunken nc(s,  but  to  Drunkennefs  of  tlie  moft  deteftable  and 
danj^eroiis  Kind,  tatheAbufc  not  only  of  intoxicating,  but 
of  poifonous  Liquors. 

^  Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  abfurd  than  to  aflert,  that 
the  Ufe  of  Spirits  will  be  hindred  by  the  Bill  now  before  us, 
or  indeed  that  it  will  not  be  in  a  very  great  Degree  promoted 
by  it.  For  what  produces  all  Kinds  of  Wick«lne(s,  but  the 
Profpeft  of  Impunity  on  one  Part,  or  the  Solicitation  of  Op- 
norttmity  on  the  other  ;  either  of  thefe  have  too  frequently 
been  (lifRcient  to  overpowever  theSenfe  of  Moralhy,  and  even 
of  Religion  >•  and  wh^  is  not  lobe  feared  from  them,  when 

they 
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tbey  fhall  unite  their  Force  and  operate  together,  when  Temp-  An.  i6.  Ceo.  tl« 
tations  fhall  be  encreafed,  and  l^rror  taken  away  ?  ,     ^^' 

*  It  is  aliow'd  by  thofc  who  have  hitherto  diiputed  on  ei-  ^^ 

ther  Side  of  this  Quedion,  that  the  People  appear  obftinately 
enamoured  of  this  new  Liquor  ;  it  is  ailow'd  on  both  Parts^ 
that  this  Liquor  corrupts  the  Mind^  and  enervates  the  Body^ 
and  defbroys  Vigour  and  Virtue  at  the  fame  Time  that  it 
makes  thofe  who  drink  it  too  idle  and  too  feeble  for  Work  ; 
and  while  it  impoverifhes  them  by  the  prefent  Expence,  dif- 
ables  them  from  retrieving  its  ill  Confequences  by  fubfequent 
Induftry. 

'  It  might  be  imagined ^  my  Lords,  that  thole  who  had 
dius  far  agreed,  would  not  eafily  find  any  OccaCon  of  Dif- 
pute  ;  nor  would  any  Man,  unacquainted  with  the  Motives 
by  which  Parliamentary  Debates  are  too  often  influenced^ 
iufpcdl  that  after  the  pernicious  Qiialities  of  this  Liquor, 
and  the  general  Inclination  among  the  People  to  the  immo- 
derate Ufe  of  it  had  been  generally  admitted,  it  could  be 
afterwards  inquired,  whether  it  jought  to  be  made  more  com- 
tnon,  whether  this  univerfal  Thirlt  for  Poifon  ought  to  be 
encouraged  by  the  Legiflature,  and  whether  a  new  Statute 
ought  to  be  made  to  (ecure  Drunkards  in  the  Gratification  of 
their  Appetites. 

'  To  pretend,  my  Lords,  that  the  Defign  of  this  Bill  is  to 
prevent  or  diminifh  the  Ufe  of  Spirits,  is  to  trample  upon 
common  Senfe,  and  to  violate  the  Rules  of  Decency  as  well 
as  of  Reafbn.  For  when  did  any  Man  hear,  that  a  Commo^ 
dity  was  prohibited  by  licenfing  its  Sale,  or  that  to  offer  and 
refulc  is  the  fame  Adlion  ? 

*  It  is  indeed  pleaded,  that  it  will  be  made  dearer  by  the 
Tax  which  is  propofed,  and  that  the  Increafe  of  the  Price 
will  diminifh  the  Numbers  of  the  Purchafers  ;  but  it  is  at 
the  fame  Time  expefted  that  diis  Tax  fhall  fupply  the  Ex- 
pence  of  a  War  on  the  Continent  ;  It  is  alTerted  therefore, 
that  the  Confumption  of  Spirits  will  be  hindered,  and  yet 
that  it  will  be  fuch  as  may  be  expedled  to  furnifh,  from  a  very 
finall  Tax,  a  Revenue  fufEcient  for  the  Support  of  Armies, 
for  the  Re-efhblifhment  of  the  Mftrian  Family,  and  the  re- 
prefling  of  the  Attempts  oi  France, 

'Surely,  my  Lords,  thcfe  Expeftations  are  not  very  con- 
fident, nor  can  it  be  imagined  that  they  are  both  formed  in 
the  fame  Head,  though  they  may  be  exprefs'd  by  the  fame 
Mouth.  It  is  however  fome  Recommendation  of  a  Statef* 
roan,  when  of  his  Afl/crtions  one  can  be  found  reafonable  or 
tfne  ;  and  in  this,  Praife  cannot  be  denied  to  our  prefent 
Minificrs  ;  for  though  it  is  undoubtedly  falfe,  that  this  Tax 
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An.  t6.  Gco.n.  will  lelRn  the  Confumption  of  Spirits^  it  is  certainly  true 
'74>*^         that  it  will  produce  a  very  large  Revenue  ;  a  Revenue  that 
will  not  fail  but  with  the  People  from  whofe  Debaucheries 
it  arifes. 

*  Our  Minifters  will  therefore  have  the  fame  Honour  with 
their  Predeccflbrs  of  having  given  Rife  to  a  new  Fund^  not 
indeed  for  the  Payment  of  our  Debts,  but  for  much  more 
valuable  Purpofes,  for  the  chearing  of  our  Hearts  under 
Opprellion,  and  for  the  ready  Support  of  thofc  Debts  which 
we  have  loft  Hopes  of  paying.  They  are  rcfolved,  my 
Lordsy  that  tlie  Nation,  which  no  Endeavours  can  make 
wile,  ihall,  while  they  are  at  its  Head,  at  leaft  be  merry  > 
and  dnce  publick  Happinefs  is  the  End  of  Government,  they 
Icem  to  imagine  that  they  fhall  deferve  Applauie  by  an  Ex- 
pedient which  will  enable  every  Man  to  lay  his  Cares  afleep, 
to  drown  Sorrow,  and  lo(e  in  the  Delights  of  Drunkennds 
botji  tlie  publick  Miferies  and  his  own. 

*  Luxury,  my  Lords,  is  to  be  taxed,  but  Vice  prohibit- 
ed, let  the  DijBculties  in  executing  the  Law  be  what  they 
will.  Would  you  lay  a  Tax  upon  the  Breach  of  the  Ten 
Commandments  ?  Would  not  luch  a  Tax  be  wicked  and 
fcandalous ;  becaufe  it  would  imply  an  Indulgence  to  all 
thofe  who  could  pay  the  Tax  ?  Is  not  this  a  Reproach  moft 
juftly  thrown  by  Proteftants  upon  the  Church  of  Rome  ? 
Was  it  not  the  chief  Caufe  of  the  Reformation  ?  And  will 
you  follow  a  Precedent  whidi  brought  Reproach  and  Ruin 
upon  thofe  that  introduced  it  ?  This  is  the  very  Cafe  now  be* 
fore  us  :  You  are  going  to  lay  a  Tax,  and  confequently  to 
indulge  a  Sort  of  Drunkennefs,  which  almoft  necefhu-ily  pro- 
duces a  Breach  of  every  one  of  the  Ten  Commandments. 
Can  you  exped  the  Reverend  Bench  will  approve  of  this  ? 
I  am  convinced  they  will  not,  and  therefore  I  wifh  I  had 
feen  it  full  upon  this  Occafion.  I  am  fure  I  have  feen  it 
much  fuller  upon  other  OccaCons  in  which  Religion  bad  no 
fuch  deep  Concern. 

^  We  have  already,  my  Lords,  feveral  Sorts  of  Funds  in 
this  Nation  ;  fb  many  that  a  Man  muft  have  a  good  deal  of 
Learning  to  be  Mafter  of  them.  Thanks  to  his  Majefty,  we 
have  now  amongft  us  the  moft  learned  Man  of  the  Nation  in 
this  Way.  I  wifii  he  would  rife  up  and  tell  us,  what  Name 
Ve  are  to  give  to>  this  new  Funa.  We  have  already  the 
Civil  Lift  Fund,  the  Sinking  Fund,  the  Aggregate  Fund, 
the  South  Sea  Fund,  and  God  knows  how  many  others. 
What  Name  we  are  to  give  to  this  new  Fund  I  know  not, 
unlefs  we  are  to  call  it  the  Drinking  Fund.  It  may  perhaps 
enable  the  People  of  a  certaiu  Foreign  Territory  to  drink 

Claret 


(    i8;   ) 

ClsLTCtf  bttt  will  difable  ihe  People  of  this  Kingdom  from  Ao.  Geo.  i6.  U. 
drinking  any  Thing  elie  but  Gin  ;    for  when  a  Man  has  by  ^     1742* 
Gin-drinking  rendered  himielf  unfit  for  Labour  or  BuGnefs 
he  can  purchafe  nothing  elfe,  and  then  the  beft  Thing  he 
can  do  is  to  drink  on  till  he  dies. 

'  Surely,  my  Lords,  Men  of  fuch  unbounded  Benevolence, 
as  our  prelent  MiniAers,  deferve  fuch  Honours  as  were 
never  paid  before ;  they  defcrve  to  beftride  a  But  upon 
every  Sign-Poft  in  the  City,  or  to  have  their  Figures  exhi- 
bited as  Tokens  where  this  Liquor  is  to  be  fold  by  the  Li- 
cence which  they  have  procured.  They  mull  be  at  lead 
remembered  to  future  AgtSy  as  the  happy  Politicians,  who, 
after  all  Expedients  for  raifing  Taxes  had  been  employed, 
difoovered.a  new  kethod  of  draining  the  laft  Reliqaes  of  the 
publick  Wealtli,  and  added  a  new  Revenue  to  the  Govern- 
ment ;  nor  will  tho(e,  who  (hall  hereafter  enumerate  die  fe- 
ve£al  Funds  now^  elUbliihed  among  us,  forget  among  the 
Bene^dors  to  tlieir  Country  the  illullrious  Authors  of  the 
Drinking  Fund. 

*  May  I  be  allowed,  my  Lords,  to  congratulate  my  Coun- 
trymen and  Fellow-Subje^s  upon  the  happy  Times  which 
are  now  approaching,  in  which  no  Man  will  be  difqualified 
from  the  Privilege  of  being  drunk ;  when  all  Difcontent  and 
Difloyalty  (hall  be  forgotten,  and  the  People  though  now 
confidered  by  the  Miaiflry  as  Enemies,  ihall  acknowledge 
the  Lenity  of  that  Government  under  which  all  Reftraints 
are  taken  away. 

'  Bat  to  a  Bill  (or  fuch  defirable  Purpofes  it  would  be 
proper,  my  Lords,  to  prefix  a  Preamble  in  which  the  Kind- 
nefs  of  our  Intentions  (hould  be' more  fully  explained  ;  that 
the  Nation  may  not  mifbke  our  Indulgence  for  Cruelty,  nor 
confider  their  Benefa&ors  as  their  Perfecutors.  If  therefore 
this  Bill  be  confidered  and  amended,  (for  why  elfe  fhould  it 
be  confidered)  in  a  Committee,  I  (hall  humbly  propofe,  that 
it  (hall  be  introduced  in  this  Manner.  ^  Whereas  the  Defigns 
*  of  the  prefeiit  Miniilry,  whatever  they  are,  cannot  be  cxe- 
'  cuted  without  a  great  Number  of  Mercenaries,  which  Mer- 
^  cenaries  cannot  be  hired  without  Money  ;  and  whereas  the 
'  prefont  Difpoiition  of  this  Nation  to  Drunkenuefs,  inclines 
'  us  to  believe,  that  they  will  pay  more  chearfully  for  tlie 
'  undifturb*d  Enjoyment  of  diftilrd  Liquors,  than  for  any 
'  other  Conceflion  that  can  be  made  by  the  Goverenment ; 
^  be  it  enabled  by  the  King's  moft  excellent  Majeily,  &c.  that 
^  no  Man  (hall  hereafter  be  denied  the  Right  of  being  drunk 
^  on  the  following  Conditions.' 

*  This,  my  Lords,  to  trifle  no  longer,  is  the  proper  Pre- 
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An.  i6.  Geo.n.  amble  to  this  Bill,  which  contains  only  the  Conditions  on 
174*'         which  the  People  of  this  Kingdom  are  to  be  allowed  hence* 
*     forward  to  riot  in  Debauchery,  in  Debauchery  licensed  hy 
Law  and  countenanced  by  the  Magiftrates ;  for  there  is  no 
doubt  but  thofe  on  whom  the  Inventers  of  this  Tax  {hall 
confer  Authority,  will  be  direded  to  affift  their  Mafters  in 
their  Defign  to  encourage  the  Confumption  of  that  Liquor 
from  which  fuch  large  Revenues  are  expefted,  and  to  multi- 
ply without  End  thofe  Licences  which  are  to  pay  a  yearly 
Tribute  to  the  Crown. 

'  By  this  unbounded  Licence,  my  Lords,  that  Price  will  be 
lefTened,  from  the  Incrcafe  of  which  the  Expedations  of  the 
Efficacy  of  this  Law  are  pretended ;  for  the  Number  of 
Retailers  will  lefTen  the  Value  as  in  all  other  Cafes,  and  Icf- 
frn  it  more  than  this  Tax  will  increafe  it.  Befides  it  is  to  be 
confidered,  that  at  Prefrnt  the  Retailer  exncih  to  be  paid  for 
the  Danger  which  he  incurs  by  an  unlawful  Trade,  and  will 
not  truft  his  Reputation  or  his  Purfe  to  the  Mercy  of  his 
Cudomer,  without  a  Profit  proportioned  to  the  Hazard  ; 
but  when  once  the  Reftraint  (hail  be  taken  away,  he  will 
fell  for  common  Gain  ;  and  it  can  hardly  be  imagined  that  at 

{)refent  he  fubjedls  himfelf  to  Informations  and  Penalties  for 
efs  than  Six-pence  a  Gallon. 

*  The  fpecious  Pretence,  on  which  this  Bill  is  founded, 
and  indeed  the  only  Pretence  that  deforves  to  be  termed  fpe- 
cious, ib  the  Property  of  taxing  Vice  ;  but  this  Maxim  of 
Government  has  on  riiisOccafion  been  either  miflaken  or  per- 
verted. Vice,  my  Lords,  is  not  properly  to  be  taxed  but 
fupprefled,  and  heavy  Taxes  are  fometimes  the  only  Means 
by  which  that  Supprcflion  can  be  attained.  Luxury,  my 
Lords,  or  the  Excels  of  that  which  is  pernicious  only  by  its 
Excefs,  may  very  properly  be  taxed,  that  fuch  Excefs,  tho' 
not  flridly  unlawful,  may  be  made  more  difficult.  But  the 
Ufe  of  thefe  Things  which  are  firoply  hurtful,  hurtfcl  in 
their  own  Nature  and  in  every  Degree,  is  to  be  prohibited. 
None,  my  Lords,  ever  heard  in  any  Nation  of  a  Tax  upon 
Theft  or  Adultery,  becaufe  a  Tax  implies  a  Licence  grant- 
ed for  the  Ufe  of  that  which  is  taxed,  or  to  all  who  fhaii  be 
willing  to  pay  it. 

'  Drunkennefs,  my  Lords,  is  iiniverfally  and  in  all  Cir- 
eumdances  an  Evtt ;  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  taxed  but 
punifhed,  and  the  Means  of  it  not  to  be  made  eafy  by  a  (light 
Import  which  none  can  feel,  but  to  be  removed  out  of  the 
Reach  of  the  People,  and  fecured  by  the  heavieft  Taxes  le- 
vied with  the  utmoft  Rigour.  I  hope,  thofe,  to  whofc  Care 
the  Religion  of  ike  Nation  is  particularly  coniigned,  will 
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nnanimoufly  join  with  me  in  maintaining  the  Neceflity  not  ^n.  i6.Gco.1T* 
of  taxing  Vice  but  fupprefEng  it,  and  unite  for  the  rejedting        i74x« 
of  a  Bill,  by  which  the  future  as  well  as  the  prefent  Happinels  C   ^ii-«iwj 
of  Tbonlands  may  be  deilroyed. 

Then  the  Lord  Vifcount  Lonfdale  role  up,  and  fpoke  ds  follows: 
My  Lardsy 

*  The  Bill  now  before  as  has,  from  its  firft  Appearance  in  Lord  Loafdale. 
the  other  Houie,  feem'd  to  meof  fuch  Importance  as  to  de- 

ferve  the  greateft  Attention,  and  to  demand  the  moft  dili- 
gent Inquiry ;  and  I  have  therefore  confider'd  it  with  un- 
common Care,  and  purfued  all  thofe  Inquiries  from  which 
I  con  Id  cxpeft  any  Afliftance  for  difcovering  its  Tendency 
and  its  Comequences,  with  the  nicefl  and  moft  anxious  Vi- 
gilance. 

*  That  my  Attention  and  Diligence  may  not  wholly  ter- 
minate in  the  Gratification  of  idle  and  ufelefs  Curiouty,  it 
is  proper  to  inform  your  Lordfliips  of  the  Refult.  By  diis 
I  hope  to  convince  you,  as  I  am  myfelf  convinced,  that 
this  Bill  cannot  become  a  Law,  without  endangering  the 
Lives  of  Thoofands  ;  without  difpcrfing  Difeafes  over  the 
Nation,  or  without  multiplying  Crimes  beyond  the  Poflibi- 
lity  of  Reftraint  or  Punifhfnent ;  that  it  will  fill  the  Land 
with  Confnfion  for  a  Time,  by  infatuating  the  People,  and 
afterwards  lay  it  defbhte  by  deftroying  them. 

*  All  my  Enquiries,  my  Lords,  have  had  one  conftant 
and  uniform  Effeft.  On  what  Side  focvcr,  I  have  tamed 
my  Speculations,  I  have  found  new  Arguments  againfl  this 
Bill,  and  have  difcovered  new  Mifchie»  coroprifed  in  it ; 
Mifchiefs  which,  however  fome  may  endeavour  to  over- 
look, and  others  to  defpife,  will  be  found  in  a  (hot  t Time  too 
general  to  be  concealed  and  too  formidable   to  be  negleded. 

*  The  firft  Confideration,  in  which  the  Neceflity  of  de- 
liberating on  this  Bill  engaged  me«  related  to  the  Quality 
of  the  Liquors  which  are  mentioned  in  it.  With  Regard  to 
this  Queftion,  my  Lords,  there  was  no  PofHbility  of  long 
Sufpence  ;  for  the  pernicious  Effe^  of  Spirits  were  ccAifefled 
equally  by  all  thofe  who  countenanced  and  oppofed  this  new 
Projed  ;  nor  could  any  Man  take  a  Survey  of  this  City 
without  meeting  in  his  Way  fuch  Objeds  as  might  make 
all  farther  Enquiry  fuperfiuoas.  The  Mltnefs,  die  Info- 
lence,  the  Debauchery  of  the  common  People,  and  their 
natuxal  and  certain  Confequences,  Poverty,  Difeafes,  Mi- 
iery  and  Wickedncfs,  are  to  be  obferved  without  any  Inten- 
tion of  indulging  fuch  difagreeable  Speculations  ;  in  every 
Port  of  this  great  l^letropolis,  whotver  (hall  pafs  along  the 
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(     i88  .) 
An.  16.  Geo.  11.  Streets,   will  find  Wretches  ftretched  upon  the  Pavement, 
1742.         infcndble  and  motionlefs,  and  only  removed  by  the  Charity 
'  of  PalFengers  from  the  Danger  of  being  run  over,  orftran- 
gled  with  Filth  in  the  common  Sewers  ;  and  others  lefs  help- 
lefs,  perhaps,  but  more  dangerous,  who  have  drank  too  much 
to  fear  Punifhtnent,  but  enough  to  hinder  them  from  pro- 
voking it ;  who  think  themfelves  in  the  Elevation  of  Drunk- 
ennefs  intitled  to  treat  all  thofe  with  Contempt  whom  their 
Drefs  diftinguifhes  from  them,  and  to  refent  every  Injury, 
which  in  the  Heat  of  their  Imagination  they  fuppofe  them- 
felves to  fufier,  with  the  utmod  Kudenefs  and  Scurrility. 

*  No  Man  can  pafs  a  fingle  Hour  in  publick  Places  with- 
out meeting  fucli  Objeds,  or  hearing  fuch  ExprefHons  as 
difgrace  human  Nature ;  fuch  as  cannot  be  looked  upon 
without  Horror,  or  heard  without  Indignation,  and  which 
there  is  however  no  Poflibility  *  of  removing  or  preventing, 
whilfl  this  hateful  Liquor  is  publickly  fold. 

<  But  the  vifible  and  obvious  Enedts  of  thefe  pernicious 
Draughts,  however  offenilve,  or  inconvenient,  are  yet  much 
lefs  to  be  dreaded  than  their  more  flow  and  fecret  Operations. 
That  Excefs  of  difiilled  Spirits  inflames  tlie  Poor  to  Info« 
lence  and  Fury ;  that  it  expofes  them  either  to  Hurt  by 
making  them  infenlible  of  Danger,  or  to  PunUhment  by 
making  them  fearlefs  of  Autliority,  is  not  to  be  reckoned 
the  mod  ^tal  Confequence  of  their  Ufe  ;  for  thefe  ESgQs, 
though  their  Frequency  makes  it  neceflfary  to  fupprds  them, 
with  regard  to  each  Individual  are  of  no  long  Duration  ; 
the  Underftanding  is  in  a  (hort  Time  recovered  after  a  iingle 
Debauch,  and  the  Drunkard  may  return  to  his  Employ- 
ment. . 

^  But  though  the  Pleafures  of  Drunken nefs  are  quickly  at 
■an  End,  its  Pains  are  of  longer  Continuance.  Thefc  Li- 
quors not  only  infatuate  the  Mind  but  poifbn  die  Body  ; 
nor  do  they  produce  only  momentary  Fury,  but  incurable 
Debility,  and  lingering  Difeafes  ;  they  not  only  £11  our 
Streets  with  Madmen,  and  our  Prifons  with  Criminals,  but 
our  Hospitals  with  Cripples.  Thofe  who  have  for  a  Time 
infefied  the  publick  Walks  with  their  Infults,  quickly  dif- 
turb  them  with  their  Lamentations,  and  are  foon  reduced 
from  Bullies  to  Beggars,  and  obHged  to  folicit  Alms  from 
thofe  they  ufed  to  Areaten  and  infuk. 

^  Nor  does  the  Ufe  of  Spirits,  my  Lords,  only  impove- 
rifh  the  Publick,  by  lellening  the* Number  of  uieful  and  la- 
borious Hands,  but  by  cutting  olF  thofe  Recruits  by  which 
its  natural  and  inevitable  Lolfes  are  to  be  fupplied.  The 
Ufe  of  diililled  Liquors  impairs  the  Fecundity  of  the  human 
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Race,  and  hinders  that  Increafe  which  Providence  has  ordain-  An.  16.  Geo.  If. 
cd  for  the  Support  of  the  World.     Thofc  Women  who  riot         ^4^ 
in  this  poiibnous  Debauchery  are  quickly  difabled  from  bear-  ^ 
ing  Children,  by  bringing  on  themfelves  in  a  ihort  Time 
all  the  Infirmities  and  Weakncfles  of  Age,  or  what  is  yet 
more  dcftru^tivc  to  general  Happinefs,    produce  Children 
dileafed  from  their  Birth  by  the  Vices  of  their  Parents  ; 
Children  whofe  Blood  is  tainted  with  inveterate  and  accu- 
mulated  Maladies,     for   which  no  Cure  can  be  expeded  ; 
and  who  therefore  are  an  additional  Burthen  to  the  Commu- 
nity, and  muft  be  fupported  through  a  miferable  Life  by  that 
Labour  yMdx  they  cannot  fliare,  and  mull  be  protected  by 
that  Community  ot  which  they  cannot  contribute  to  the  De- 
fence. 

'  Thus,  my  Lords,  is  the  great  Source  of  Power  and 
Wealth  dried  up;  the  Numbers  of  the  People  are  every 
Day  diminiHied  ;  and  by  Confequence  oiu:  Armies  mull 
be  weakened,  our  Trade  abandoned,  and  our  Lands  uncul- 
tivated. To  diminifh  the  People  of  any  Nation  is  the  molt 
atrocious  political  Crime  that  it  is  pofhble  to  commit  ;  for 
it  tends  not  to  inflave  or  impoverilh,  but  to  annihilate,  not 
to  make  a  Nation  miferable,  but  to  make  it  no  longer  a  Na- 
tion. 

^  Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  Effeds  of  diftilled  Liquors  ; 
EfTe^  which  I  would  not  have  (hocked  you  with  the  Enu- 
meration^ of,  had  it  not  been  with  a  Delign  of  preventing 
them  ;  and  furely  no  Man  will  be  charged  with  fo  trivial 
an  offence  as  Negligence  of  Delicacy,  when  he  is  plead- 
ing not  for  the  Honour  or  the  Life  of  a  fingle  Man,  but  for 
tlie  Peace  of  the  prefent  Age,  the  Health  ofPoflerity,  and 
the  Exigence  of  the  Britijh  People. 

'  After  having  examined  the  Nature  of  thefe  Liqnors,  it 
is  natiiral  to  enquire,  how  much  they  are  in  Ufe  ;  whether 
Mankind  appear  to  know  their  Quahty,  and  avoid  and  de- 
tefl  them  like  other  Polfons  )  or  whether  they  are  confidered 
as  inoffenlive,  and  drank  like  other  Liquors  meerly  to  raife 
the  Spirits. 

^  It  is  well  knov/n,  my  Lords,  that  thefe  Liquors  have 
not  been  long  in  Ufe  among  the  common  People.  Spirits 
wcreatfirft  only  imported  from  foreign  Countries;  and 
were  by  Confequence  too  dear  for  the  Luxuries  of  the  Vul- 
gar. In  Time  it  wasdifcovered  that  it  was  pradiicable  to 
draw  from  Grain  and  other  Produds  of  our  own  Soil  fuch 
LiqQors  as,  though  not  equally  plealing  to  elegant  Palates 
with  thofe  of  other  Nations,  refombled  them  at  leaft  in 
their  mebriating  Q|nality,  and  might  be  afforded  at  an  cafy 
Kate^  and  confequently  generally  purchafed. 
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Afl.  i6.  Geo.  n.     *  This  Difcovcry,  my  Lords^  gave  Rife  to  the  new  Trade 
1744.        of  Diilillingy  which  has  been  now  for  many  Years  carried  on 
—  —  ^  in  diis  Nation;  and  of  the  Progrcfs  of  whic^^  Gnce  the  Duties 
were  laid  upon  its  Produce,  an  exad  Account  may  be  eafily 
obtained,  which  I  thought  Co  neceflary  in  our  DeOberations 
on  this  Bill,  that  I  have  procured  it  to  be  drawn  out. 

*  The  amazing  Increafe  of  the  Confumption  of  Spirits  (or 
the  iaft  ten  Years,  is  a  Proof  too  evident  of  the  Prevalence 
of  this  de(lrti<5live  Species  of  Drunkennefs ;  and  I  fliall 
therefore,  without  troubling  your  Lordfiiips  with  earlier  Ac* 
counts,  only  mention  in  round  Numbers,  the  vaft  Quantities 
for  which  the  Duty  has  been  paid  for  a  few  Years  in  that 
Period.  In  the  Year  1733,  the  Number  of  Gallons  diftilled 
was  three  Millions  and  nine  hundred  Thoufand,  which  in 
1735  was  encreafedto  five  Millions  and  three  hundred  Tbou- 
land  :  Soon  afterwards  the  Law  was  made  which  we  are  now 
perfuaded  to  repeal,  by  the  Execution  of  which^  however 
feeble  and  irrefolute,  the  Number  was  reduced  in  the  firf^ 
Year  afterwards  to  three  Millions,  and  might  peiiiaps  by 
fieady  Perfeverance  have  been  every  Year  leflened ;  but  in  a 
Ihort  Time  the  Peopk  prevailed  in  the  Cont«ft  with  the  Le- 
giflature,  they  intimidated  Information,  and  wearied  Profecu- 
rion  ;  and  were  at  Length  allowed  to  indulge  themielves  in 
the  Enjoyment  of  their  fevouritc  Vice  without  any  farther 
Moleftation. 

*  The  Effefts  of  this  Indulgence,  my  Lords,  have  been 
very  remarkable ;  nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  the  Government 
betrayed  great  WeaknefsinfufFering  the  Laws  to  be  over-ruled 
by  Drunkennefs,  and  the  meaneil  and  mod  profligate  of  the 
People  to  fet  the  Laws  at  Defiance ;  for  the  Vice  which  had 
been  fb  feebly  oppofed  fpread  wider  and  wider,  and  every 
Year  added  regubrly  another  Million  of  Gallons  to  the 
Quantity  of  Spirits  diftilled,  till  in  the  Iaft  Year  they  arofc 
to  (even  Millions  and  one  hundred  Thoufand  Gallons. 

'  Such,  my  Lords,  is  at  prefent  the  State  of  the  Nation  : 
Seven  Millions  of  Gallons  of  thefe  poifonous  Liquors  are 
every  Year  fwallowed  by  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Kingdom  ; 
and  this  Quantity,  enormous  as  it  is,  will  probably  every 
Year  encreafe,  till  the  Number  of  the  People  (hall  beienfibly 
diminifhed  by  the  Difeafcs  which  it  muft  produce  ;  nor  (hall 
we  find  any  Decay  of  this  pernicious  Trade,  but  by  the  gc^ 
neral  Mortality  that  will  overforead  the  Kuigdom. 

*  Atleaft  if  this  Vice  fliould  be  fupprefled,  it  muft  be  fnp- 
preffed  by  fome  fupernaturallnterpofition  of  Providence  ;  for 
notlilng^js  more  abfurd  than  to  imagine  that  th^  Bi)l  ifow  be- 
fore 
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fore  us  can  produce  any  fuch  Effedt.     For  what,  my  Lords>  ^n.  16.  Geo.  lU 
encourages  any  Man  to  a  Crime  but  Security  from  Punifti-        174a, 
mcnt,  or  what  tempts  him  to  the  Commiflion  of  it  but  fre-  t 
qucnt  Opportunity  ?     We  are  however  about  to  reform  the 
Praaicc  of  drinking  Spirits,  by  making  Spirits  more  eafy  to 
be  procured  ;    we  are  about  to  hinder  them  from  being 
bought  by  exempting  the  Vender  from  allFearofPunifhment. 

*  It  has  indeed  been  aflerted  that  the  Tax  now  to  be  laid 
open  thefe  Liquors  will  have  fuch  wonderful  Effeds,  that 
uiofe  who  are  at  prelent  drunk  twice  a  Day  will  not  be  hence- 
foreward  able  to  commit  the  fame  Crime  twice  a  Week;  an 
Aflerdon  which  I  could  not  hear  without  wondering  at  the 
new  Difcoveries  which  minifterial  Sagacity  can  fometimes 
make. 

'  In  Deliberations  on  a  Subject  of  fuch  Importance,  my 
Lords,  no  Man  ought  to  content  himfelf  with  Conjedure, 
where  Certainty  may,  at  whatfoever  Expence  of  Labour,  be 
attained;  nor  ought  any  Man  to  negleda  careful  and  atten- 
tive Examination  of  his  Notions  before  he  oftrs  them  in  pub- 
lick  Confultations  ;  for  if  they  were  erroneous,  and  no  Man 
can  be  certain  that  he  is  in  the  Ri^t  who  has  never  brought 
His  own  Opinions  to  the  Teft  of  Inquiry,  he  expofes  himfelf 
to  be  deteded  in  his  Ignorance,  and  to  that  Contempt  which 
fnch  DetedHon  naturally  and  juftly  produces  :  Or  it  his  Au- 
dience fubmit  their  Rcafon  to  his  Authority,  and  negleft  to 
famine  his  Aflertions,  in  Confidence  that  he  has  fumcient- 
ly  examined  them  himfelf,  he  may  fuifer  what  to  an  honeft 
Mindmuflbe  far  more  painfol  than  any  perfonal  Ignominy; 
hemaylangui/h  under  the  Confcioufnefs  of  having  influenced 
the  publick  Counfels  bv  falfe  Declarations,  and  having  by 
his  Negligence  betrayed  his  Country  to  Calamities,  which  a 
cloler  Attention  might  have  enabled  him  to  have  forefeen. 

*  Whether  the  noble  Lord,  who  alledg'd  the  Certainty  of 
Refonnation  which  this  Bill  will  produce,  ever  examined  his 
own  Opinion,  I  know  not;  but  I  think  it  neceifary  at  leaflto 
confider  it  more  particularly  to  fupply  that  Proof  of  it  which, 
ifitbetrue,  he  negleAcd  to  produce,  or  to  f hew,  if  it  be 
found  iiiMe,  how  little  confident  Affertions  are  to  be  regarded. 
/  Between  twice  a  Day,  and  twice  a  Week,  the  noble  Lord 
will  not  deny  the  Proportion  to  be  as  feven  to  one  ;  and 
therefore  to  prevent  Drunkennefs  in  the  Degree  which  he 
perfuades  us  to  expe<a,  the  Price  of  the  Liquor  muft  be  raifed 
in  the  fame  Proportion  ;  but  the  Dutv  laid  upon  the  Gallon 
vill  not  encreafe  the  Price  a  fifth  Part,  even  though  it  fhould 
not  be  eluded  by  diftiiling  Liquors  of  an  extraordinary 
Strength ;  one  fifth  Part  of  the  Price  is  therefore,  in  his 
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An.  i6.  Geo.II.  Lordfliips  Eftlmatc,  equal  to  the  whole  Price  fevea  Tima 
Z74£.         multiplied.     Such  are  the  Arguments  which  have  been  pro- 
'  duced  in  Favour  of  this  Bill  ;  and  fuch  is  the  Dll^ence  witii 
which  the  publick  Happinefs  is  promoted  by  thole  who  have 
Hopes  of  being  enriched  by  publick  Calamities. 

<  As  the  Tax  will  not  make  a  fifth  Part  of  the  Price^  and 
even  tliat  may  be  in  fome  Meafure  evaded,  the  Duty  paid 
for  Licences  fcarcely  defervcs  Confideration  ;  for  it  is  not 
intended  to  hinder  Retailers,  but  to  make  them  ufeful  in  fomc 
Degree  to  the  Miniliry,  by  paying  a  yearly  Tax  for  the 
Licence  of  poiioning. 

^  It  is  therefore  apparent,  upon  the  noble  Lord's  Suppo- 
fition,  that  the  Price  of  the  Liquor  will  be  raifed  in  Confe- 
quence  of  this  Tax,  that  no  Man  can  be  hindered  from  mo  re 
tJian  a  fifth  Part  of  his  ufual  Debauchery  ;  which  however 
would  be  ibme  Advantage  to  the  Publick  ;  but  even  tfaisfinall 
Advantage  cannot  be  expedbed  from  the  Bill,  becaufe  one  Part 
will  obftrudb  the  Benefits  that  might  be  hoped  from   another. 

*  The  Duty  upon  Liquors,  however inconfiderable,  will  be 
neceflarily  an  Augmentation  of  the  Price  to  the  firft  Buyer, 
but  probably  that  Augmentation  will  be  very  little  felt  by  the 
Confumer.  For,  my  Lords,  it  muftbe  conudered  that  many 
Circumftances  concur  to  conftitute  the  Price  of  any  Gjnuno- 
dity  ;  the  Price  of  what  is  in  itfelf  cheap,  may  be  railed  by 
the  Art  or  the  Condition  of  thofe  that  (ell  it ;  what  is  cn- 
grofTed  by  a  few  tiands,  is  fold  dearei*  than  when  the  fame 
(Quantity  is  difperfed  in  many  s  and  what  is  fold  inSecuiity, 
and  under  the  Protedlion  of  the  Law,  is  cheaper  than  that 
which  expofes  the  Vender  to  Profecutlons  and  Penalties. 

*  At  prefent,  my  Lords,  difHUed  Spirits  are  fold  m  Op- 
pofition  to  the  Laws  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and  therefore  it  n 
reafonable,  as  has  been  before  obferved,  to  believe  that  an 
extraordinary  Profit  is  expedted,  becaufe  no  Man  will  incar 
Danger  without  Advantage.  It  is  at  prefent  retailed  for  die 
greateft  Part  by  indigent  Perlbns,  who  cannot  be  fuppofedto 
buy  it  in  large  Qoantities  ;  and  confequently  not  at  the  cbca- 
pert  Rate,  and  who  mui\  of  Ncceflity  gain  a  large  Profit,  b^ 
caufe  they  are  tofubfili  upon  a  very  finall  Stock. 

*  TheleCaules  coacurring  may  be  ealily  imagined  to  raife 
the  Price  more  than  a  fifth  Part  above  the  Profit  which  is  ex- 
pedted in  other  Traffitk  ;  but  when  this  Bill  fliall  becomes 
Law,  the  Neceffiry  of  large  Profit  will  no  longer  fubfiA  ;  tor 
there  will  then  be  no  Danger  iu  retailing  Spirits,  and  thty 
will  be  chiefly  fold  in  Houfes  by  Perfons  who  can  afford  to 
purchafe  them  in  great  Qiiantitics,  who  can  be  tnifled  by  the 
Piiyier,  for  the  ufual  Time  allowed  in  other  Trades  ;  anJ 

v.hf 


(    193    ) 
who  therefore  may  fell  them  wltboat  any  exorbitant  Ad- An.  i€.  Om.Hi 
vantage.  X74»« 

^  Befides^  my  Lords,  it  is  reaibnable  to  imagine,  that  the  ' 
prefent  Profit  to  the  Retailer  is  very  great,  fince  like  that 
which  arifes  from  the  clande(Une  Exporution  of  Wool,  it  is 
fuficient  to  tempt  Multitudes  to  a  Breach  of  the  Law,  a  Con- 
tempt of  Penalties,  and  a  Defiance  of  the  Magiftrates  ;  and 
it  may  be  therefore  imagined  that  tliere  is  Room  for  a  con- 
fiderable  Abatement  of  the  Price,  which  may  fubftrad^  mnch 
more  than  is  added  by  this  new  Duty. 

*  This  Deduction  from  the  Price,  my  Lords,  will  proba*- 
biy  be  foon  produced  by  the  Emulation  of  Retailers  ;  who, 
when  the  Trade  becomes  fafe  and  pubiick,  will  endeavoui* 
to  attrad  Knyers  by  low  Rates  ;  for  what  tlie  noble  Lord, 
whofe  ingei^ious  Aflertion  I  am  now  oppofing,  has  declared 
with  rcfpeil  to  Traders,  that  for  a  Tax  of  a  Penny  upon 
any  Commodity,  they  oblige  the  Confumers  to  advanceTwo- 
pence,  is  not  univerlally  true  ;  and  I  believe  it  is  as  likely 
that  the  People  will  inuft  upon  having  the  fame  Liquor  af 
theafual  Price,  without  regard  to  the  Tax,  as  that  die  Ven- 
ders will  be  able  to  raife  their  Price  in  an  unreafonable  Pro- 
portion. The  ObfUnacy  of  the  People  with  regard  to  tliis 
Liquor,  my  Lords,  has  already 'appeared  ;  and  I  am  inclin- 
ed to  believe,  that  they  who  have  confefledly  conquered  the 
LegiAature,  will  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  overcome  in  the 
bme  Caufe  by  the  Avadce  of  Alehoufe-keepers. 

*  I  am  therefore  confident,  my  Lords,  that  this  Bill  will 
produce  no  beneficial  Effects  even  in  this  City  ;  and  that  in 
the  Country,  where  the  Sale  of  Spirits  was  hindered  bv  the 
late  Law,  or  where  at  lead  it  might  have  been  hindered  in  a 
great  Meafure,  it  will  propagate  Wickednefs  and  Debauche- 
ry in  a  D^ree  ncVer  yet  known  ;  the  Torrent  of  Licenti-* 
oufnefs  will  break  in  at  once  upon  it,  and  a  fudden  Freedom 
fiom  Reflraint  will  produce  a  wanton  Enjoyment  of  Privi- 
leges which  had  never  been  thought  fo  valuable,  had  they 
never  been  taken  away.  Thus,  while  the  Crowds  of  the 
Capiul  are  every  Day  thin'd  by  the  licenced  Diftributera 
of  Poifon,  the  Country,  which  is  to  be  confider'd  as  the  Nur* 
fery  in  which  the  homan  Species  is  chiefly  propagated,  will 
be  made  barren  ;  and  that  Race  of  Men  will  be  intercepted^ 
which  is  to  defend  the  Liberty  of  the  neighbouring  Nations 
in  the  next  Age,  and  to  eictend  our  Commerce  to  other  King*' 
doms. 

'  The  Bill,  my  Lords,  will  therefore  pttoJace  none  of  the 

Advantages  which  thofe  who  promote  it  have  had  theConfi-< 

dcnce  to  promife  the  Pubiick.    But  let  as  now  es^mine,  whe^ 
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.  t6.  Ceo.4T«  ther  they  have  not  been  more  fagacious  in  fecaring  the  Be* 

'^4*^       inefits  which  they  expe^  from  it  themfelves. 

*  That  one  of  the  Inteotions  of  it  is  to  raUe  a  Sam  to 
fupply  the  prefent  Exigencies  of  the  Government  is  not  de- 
nied ;  that  this  is  the  only  Intention  is  generally  believed, 
and  believed  upon  the  (Irongeft  Reufons  ;  for  it  is  the  only 
Effect  which  it  can  poffibly  produce  ;  and  to  this  End  it  is 
calculated',  with  all  the  Skill  of  Men  long  vers*d  in  the  knd- 
able  Art  of  contriving  Taxes  and  of  raiung  Money. 

'  I  have  already  (hewn  to  your  Lordlhips,  that  (even  Mil- 
lions of  Gallons  of  Spirits  are  annual!  v  diftiird  in  this  King- 
dom :  This  Confumption,  at  the  fmali  Duty  of  Six-pence  a 
Gallon,  now  to  be  impofcd,  will  produce  a  yearly  Revenue 
of  175,000].  and  the  Tax  upon  Licences  may  be  rated  at  a 
very  large  Sum  ;  (b  that  there  is  a  Fund  fufficient,  I  hope, 
for  the  Expences  which  a  Land- War  is  to  bring  upon  lis. 

*  But  we  are  not  to  forget^  my  Lords,  that  this  is  only 
the  Produce  of  the  firft  Year ;  and  that  the  Tax  is  likely  to 
afford  every  Year  a  larger  Revenue.  As  the  Confumption  of 
this  Liquor,  under  its  late  Difcourageroents,  has  advanced  a 
Million  of  Gallons  every  Year,  it  may  be  reafonably  im«gi« 
ned  that  by  the  Countenance  of  the  Legillature  and  the  Pro« 
tedion  of  Authority,  it  will  increafe  in  a  double  Proportion ; 
and  that  in  ten  Years  more  twenty  Millions  will  be  diftill'd 
every  Year  for  the  Dedrudlion  of  the  People. 

*  Thus  far,  my  Lords,  the  Scheme  of  the  Miniflry  appears 
profperous  ;  but  all  Profperify,  at  lead  all  the  Profpcriiy  of 
Difhonefty,  muft  in  Time  have  an  End.  The  Practice  of 
Drinking  cannot  be  for  ever  continued,  becaufe  it  will  hurry 
the  prefent  Generation  to  their  Grave,  and  prevent  the  Pro- 
du6lion  of  another  ;  the  Revenue  mu(l  ceafe  with  the  Con- 
fumption, and  the  Confumption  muft  be  at  an  End,  when 
the  Confumers  are  deftroyed. 

^  But  this,  my  Lords,  cannot  fpeedily  happen,  nor  have 
our  Minifters  any  Dread  of  Miferies  which  are  only  to  fall 
in  difhnt  Times  upon  another  Generation.  It  is  lufEcient 
for  them,  if  their  Expedients  can  fupply  thofe  Exigencies 
which  their  Counfels  have  brought  upon  the  Publick;  if  they 
pay  their  Court  to  the  Crown  with  Succefs  at  whatever  ViU 
advantaire  to  the  People,  and  continue  in  Power  till  they 
have  enlarged  their  Fortunes  ;  and  then,  without  Punifli- 
ment,  retire  to  enjoy  them. 

*  But  I  hoj'»e,  my  Lords,  that  we  (hall  a6t  upon  very  dif- 
ferent Principles ;  that  we  fhall  examine  the  molt  diitant  Con- 
fequences  ot  our  Refolutions ;  and  confider  ourfelves,  not  as 
the  Agents  of  the  Crown  to  levy  Taxes,  but  as  the  Guardi- 
ans 


<    19J    ) 

ans  of  the  People  to  promote  the  publick  Happitiefs ;  that  Ao^tC.  Geo.!)* 
we  ihall  always  remtanber  that  Happinefs  can  be  produced        1742. 
only  by  Virtue  ;  and  that  (ince  this  Bill  can  tend  Only  to  the  ^ 
Increafe  of  Debauchery,  we  fhalK  without  the  Formality  of 
a  Coianutment>  unanimoufly  rejed  it  with  Indignation  and 
Abhonenoe. 

Then  Lord  Corttnt  (bod  up,  and  {poke  as  follows  : 
My  Lords  f 

*  The  Bill  now  before  us  has  been  examined  with  the  nt- 1,^^  Cktferd^ 
moft  Acutenefsy  and  oppofed  with  all  the  Arts  of  Eloquence 

and  Af^iumentation,  nor  has  any  Topic  been  forgotten  that 
could  ipecioufly  be  employed  againd  it.  It  has  been  repre^ 
fented  by  (bme  as  contrary  to  Policy,  and  by  others  as  op-^ 
pofite  to  Religion;  its  Confe<juences  have  been  difplayedwith 
all  the  Confioence  of  Predi&ion,  and  the  Motives  upon  which 
it  has  been  formed  declared  to  be  fuch  as^  I  hope^  every  Man 
abhprs  who  projeded  or  defends  it. 

'  It  has  been  ailcrted,  that  this  Bill  owes  its  £)ci(tence  on* 
ly  to  the  Neccffity  of  raifing  Taxes  for  the  Support  of  unne- 
ceflary  Troops,  to  be  employed  In  ufelcfs  and  dangerous  Ex- 
peditions ;  and  that  thofe  who  defend  it  have  no  Regard  to 
the  Happinefs  or  Virtue  of  the  People,  nor  any  other  De<* 
iign  than  to  raife  Supplies,  and  gratify  the  Minillry. 

*  In  Purfnance  of  this  Scheme  of  Argument,  the  Confe<* 
quences  of  this  Bill  have  been  very  arttully  deduced,  andve* 
ry  copioufly  explained ;  and  it  has  been  ailerted  that  by  paA 
wig  it,  we  fliall  fliew  ourfelves  the  Patrons  of  Vice,  the  De* 
fenders  of  Debauchery,  and  the  Promoters  of  Drunken nefs. 

'  It  has  been  declared,  that  in  Confequence  of  this  Law^ 
by  which  the  Ufe  of  diftili'd  Liouors  is  intended  to  be  re* 
ftrained,  the  Retailers  of  them  will  be  multiplied  *,  and  mul* 
tiplied  without  End,  till  the  Corruption,  which  is  already 
too  extenfive,  is  become  general,  and  the  Nation  is  tranl* 
formed  into  a  Herd  of  Drunkards. 

*  With  regard  to  the  Ufes  to  which  the  Money  which 
fhall  arife  from  this  Tax  is  to  be  applied,  though  it  has  been 
more  than  once  mentioned  in  this  Debate,  I  fhall  pafs  it 
over,  as  without  any  Connexion  with  the  Queftion  oefore 
us.  To  confound  cfifFerent  Topicks,  may  be  ufefulto  thofe 
whole  Defign  is  to  impofe  upon  the  Inattention  or  Weaknefs 
of  their  Opponents  ;  as  they  may  be  enabled  by  it  to  alter 
foraetimes  the  State  of  the  Controverfy,  and  to  hide  their 
Fallacies  in  Perplexity  and  ConfuGon  ;  but  always  to  be  a- 
voided  by  thofe  who  endeavour  to  difcover  and  to  eftablifli 
Truth  ;  who  difpute  not  to  confound  but  to  convince,  and 
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/n.  i6.Geo.lI^vho  intend  not  to  diihrb  the  publick  Deliberations,  bu 
'74*'        aflift  them. 

*  I  fhall  therefore,  my  Lords,  only  endeavour  to  (hew 
that  the  Confeqnence,  ot  which  feme  Lords  exjprefs,  and  I 
believe  with  Sincerity,  (uch  dreadful  Apprehennonsi  is  not 
in  reality  to  be  feared  from  this  Bill ;  that  1%  will  probably 
promote  the  Purpofe  for  which  it  is  declared  to  be  calculai- 
ed  ;  and  that  it  will  by  no  Means  produce  that  Havock  in 
the  human  Species  which  feems  to  be  fufpedled,  or  diffiifc 
tJiat  Corruption  through  the  People  wliich  has  been  confi- 
dently foretold. 

*  The  prefent  State  of  this  Vice,  my  Lords,  has  been 
fully  explained,  as  well  by  thofc  who  oppofe  the  Bill  as  by 
thole  who  defend  it.  The  Ufe  of  diftiird  Liquors  is  now 
prohibited  by  a  penal  Law  ;  but  the  Execution  of  this  Lav, 
as  of  all  others  of  the  fame  Kind^  neceflarily  fuppofes  a  regu- 
lar Information  of  the  Breach  of  it  to  be  laid  before  the  Ma- 
giftrate.  The  People  confider  this  Law,  however  juft  or 
neceflary,  as  an  Adl  of  the  moft  tyrannical  Cruelty,  whidi 
ought  to  be  oppofed  with  the  utrooft  Steadinefs  and  Vigour  ', 
as  an  inlupportable  Hardfliip  from  which  they  ought  at  any 
Rate  to  fet  therafelves  free. 

*  They  have  determined  therefore  not  to  be  governed  by 
this  Law,  and  have  confequcntly  endcivour'd  to  hinder  its 
Execution  j  and  fo  vigorous  have  been  their  Efforts,  that 
they  have  at  laft  prevailed.  At  iirft  they  only  oppofed  it  by 
their  Perfeverance  and  Obftinacy  ;  they  refolved  to  perllftin 
the  Praftice  of  retailing  Liquors,  without  Regard  to  the  Pe- 
nalties which  they  might  incur  by  it ;  and  therefore  as  one 
was  (ent  to  Prlfon,  his  Place  was  immediatelv  fupplied  by 
another ;  and  fo  frequent  were  the  Informations,  and  (o 
fruitlefs  the  Penalties,  that  the  *Chief  Magiftrate  of  the  Me- 
tropolis lamented  publickly  in  the  other  Houfe  the  unpleaf- 
ing  Necelfity  to  whichhe  was  fubjeftcd  by  that  Law,  of  fining 
and  imprifoning  without  End,  and  without  Hopes  of  pro- 
curing the  Reformation  that  was  intended. 

*  Thus  they  proceeded  for  fome  Time,  and  appeared  to 
hope  that  tlie  Magiftrates  would  after  a  while  connive  at  a 
Pradice,  which  they  fhould  find  no  Degree  of  Seventy  fuffi- 
cient  to  fiipprefs  ;  that  they  would  fink  under  the  Fatigue 
of  punifhing  to  no  Purpofe,  that  they  would  by  Degrees  re- 
lax their  Vigilance,  and  leave  the  People  in  quiet  Poflcflion 
of  that  Happinefs  which  ihey  appeared  to  rate  at  fo  high  a 
Price. 

*  At  length,  my  Lords,  inftead  of  wearying  the  Magi- 
(Irates,  they  grew  weary  themfelves  ;    and  determined  no 

longer 

*  Sir  John  Bsnardj  Lord  Major  of  Loa^ooj  Aaao  27St« 
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longer  to  bear  PerlecatioH  for  their  Enjoyments,  but  to  re-  An.  16.  Ceo,  IL 
lift  that  Liiw  which  they  could  not  evade,  and  to  which  they         174^ 
would  not  fiibmit.     They  therefore  determined  to  mark  out 
allthoie,  who  by  their  Informations  promoted  its  Execution, 
as  publick  Enemies  ;  as  Wretches  who  for  the  Sake  of  a  Ke- 
ward  carried  on  a  Trade  of  Perjury  and  Perfecutiou,  and 
who  harrafled  their  innocent  >Jeighbours  only  lor  carrying 
on  a  lawful  Employment  for  fiipplying  the  V\  ants  and  admi- 
nifhing  Cordials  to  the  Poor. 

*  The  Word  was  therefore  given  that  no  Informer  fhould 
be  fpared  ;  and  when  an  Offender  was  fummoned  by  the 
civil  Officers,  Crowds  watch'd  at  the  Door  of  the  Magidrute 
toreicuethe  Priibner,  and  todifcovcr  and  fcize  the  Witnefs 
upon  whole  Teftimony  he  was  convi<5led  ;  and  unfortunate 
was  the  Wretch  who,  with  the  Imputation  of  this  Ciinie  up- 
on him,  fell  into  their  Hands.  It  is  v.eil  remembrcd  by 
every  Man  who  at  that  Time  was  conveHant  rn  tnis  City, 
with  what  Outcries  of  Vengeance  an  Informer  was  punned 
in  the  publick  Streets,  and  in  the  open  Day  ;  with  w  j;u  I  '.x- 
clamations  of  Triumph  he  was  feized,  and  widi  what  K3^e 
of  Craelty  he  was  tormented. 

*  One  Inftance  of  tlieir  Fury  I  vei7  farticnlarly  remrm- 
bcr.  As  a  Man  was  pafflng  along  the  Streets,  the  Alarm  was 
given  that  he  was  an  Informer  againlt  the  Retailers  of  hpiri- 
tuoQS  Liquors  ;  the  Populace  were  immediately  gathered  as 
in  a  Time  of  common  Danger,  and  united  in  the  Purfuit  of 
a  Bcaftof  Prey  which  it  was  criminal  not  to  deltroy  ;  the 
Man  difcovered,  cither  by  Conrcioufnefs  or  Intelligence, 
his  Danger,  and  fled  for  his  Life  with  the  uimoit  Precipita- 
tion ;  but  no  Houfe-kecper  durft  afford  him  Shelter,  the  Cry 
encreafed  upon  him  on  all  Hands,  and  the  Populace  rolled* 
on  after  him  with  a  Torrent  not  to  be  rellfled  ;  and  he  was 
on  the  Point  of  being  overtaken,  and  like  feme  others  de- 
ftroy'd,  when  one  of  the  greateft  Pcrfons  in  the  Nation, 
hearing  the  Tumult,  and  enquiring  the  Reafon,  opcn'd  his 
Doors  to  the  diftrefs*d  Fugitive,  and  (hcltcr'd  him  from 
their  Fury. 

*  Soon  afterwards  there  was  a  Stop  put  to  all  Information  ; 
no  Man  dared  afterwards,  for  the  ake  of  a  Reward,  to  expofc 
himfelf  to  the  Fury  of  the  People  ;  and  the  Ufe  of  thefe  de- 
finitive Liquors  was  no  longer  obftructcd.  How  much  tho 
Prance  of  this  Kind  of  Debauchery  prevailed  after  thi'^ 
fhort  Reftraint,  and  how  much  the  Confnmption  of  thefc 
deftru^Hve  Liquors  has  encreafed,  the  noble  Lord  v. ho  fpoLe 
!aft  has  very  accurately  in  form 'd  us ;  nor  can  any  Argumt-ut 
be  offered  for  the  prefent  Bill  more  ftrong  than  that  v.'hich 
his  Computations  h-.:vc  ilreadv  farnilhcd. 

D  d   ?  *  Vot 
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An,  16.  Cm.  lU  *  ^^'  ^f  ^^  appears,  my  Lords,  aftd  it  cannot  be  doubted 
t^42.  aft^  fncb  authentick  Teftimonies,  that  feven  Millions  of 
Gallons  of  Spirits  are  every  Year  confuzned  in  this  KingdofDi 
and  that  of  thefe  far  the  greateft  Quantity  is  wafted  in  the 
moft  flagitious  and  deftru^ve  Debanchery ;  It  is  furely  at 
length  neceifary  to  conCder  by  what  Means  this  Confump- 
tion,  which  cannot  be  ftopped,  may  be  leilen'd,  and  this 
Vice  obftruftcd,  which  cannot  be  reformed. 

*  By  opening  a  fufficient  Number  of  licenfed  Shops,  the 
Number  of  unJicenfcd  Retailers  will  be  neceflarily  Idlcned; 
and  by  raifing  the  Price  of  the  Liquor,  the  Quantity  which 
the  Poor  drhik  muft  with  equal  Certainty  be  djmmilh*d ; 
and  as  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  the  Number  of  thofe  who 
will  pay  annually  for  Licences,  can  be  equal  to  that  of  the 
petty  Traders,  who  now  difpofe  of  Sprits  in  Cellars  and  in 
the  Streets,  it  is  reafonable  to  believe  that  fincc  there  will 
be  fewer  Sellers  lefs  will  be  fold. 

*  Some  Lords  have  indeed  declared  their  Sufpicion,  that 
the  Number  of  licenfed  Shops  will  be  fuch  as  will  endanger 
the  Health  of  the  People,  and  the  Peace  of  the  Common- 
AVealth  ;  and  one  has  fo  far  indulged  his  Imagination,  as 
to  declare  that  he  expeds  fifteen  hundred  Shops  to  be  fct 
open  for  the  Sale  of  Spirits,  in  a  fliort  Time  after  the  Publi* 
cation  of  this  Law. 

*  If  it  be  ahfwered,  that  no  Spirits  can  be  fold  but  by 
thofe  who  keep  a  Houfe  of  publick  Entertainment  by  a  Li- 
cence from  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  the  Opnonents  of  the 
Bill  have  a  Reply  ready,  that  the  Ju(liccs  will  take  all  Op- 
portunities to  promote  the  Increafc  of  the  Revenue,  and  will 
always  grant  a  Licence  when  it  is  demanded;  without  Regard 
to  the  Mifchiefs  that  may  arife  from  the  Increafe  of  the  Re- 
treats of  Idknefs  and  Vice  ;  and  that  therefore  to  allow  Juf- 
tices  to  grant  Licences  for  the  Retail  of  any  Commodity  up- 
on which  a  Tax  is  laid,  is  to  permit  the  Sale  of  it  without 
Limit:!. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  this  Argument  will  vanifli,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  thofe  JnfHces,  to  whom  the  Law  commits  the 
Superintendency  of  publick  Houfcs,  are  fuperintcnded  them- 
felvcs  by  i"Vten  who  derive  their  Authority  from  a  higher 
Power,  and  whofc  Cenfiires  are  more  formidable  than  judicial 
Penalties.  The  Conduft  of  the  Juftices,  my  Lords,  as  of 
every  other  Peribn,  lies  open  to  the  Obfervation  of  the  Reve- 
rend Clergy,  by  whofe  Admonitions  they  ought  to  be  reform- 
ed :  Admonitions  which  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  without 
Force  from  Men  to  whom  the  great  Province  of  Preaching 
Mrtuc  ^nd  Tnnh  is  committed ;  and  whofe  Profe/Tion  is  fo 

nni<^ 
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iiittch  reverenced^  that  Repuution  and  In£imy  are  generally  An.  x6  Geo.  1L 
in  their  Power.  *74»- 

*  Should  the  Juftices,  my  Lords,  ahufe  their  Authority 
lor  the  Increafe  of  the  Revenue,  what  could  they  expedt  but 
to  be  marked  out  the  next  Day  of  publick  Worfhip  for  Re- 
proach and  Derifion  ?  What  could  they  hope  but  that  their 
Crimes  fhould  be  difplayed  in  the  moft  odi  us  View  to  their 
Neighbours,  their  Children,  and  their  Dependants  ;  and 
that  all  thofe  from  whom  Nature  or  Intereft  teaches  them  to 
dellre  Friendship,  Reverence,  or  Efteem,  will  be  taught  to 
conilder  them  as  Agents  of  Villany,  and  the  Enemies  of 
Mankind  ? 

^  *  There  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  Reafbn  to  hope  that  the 
Bill  may  be'ufcful,  becaufe  it  will  be  hindered  from  being 
detrimental ;  and  as  there  is  an  abfolute  Neceflity  of  doing 
ibmething,  and  no  better  Method  can  at  prefent  be  propofed^ 
I  think  this  ought  not  to  be  reje^led.  We  have  found 
by  Experience  that  the  Publick  is  not  to  be  reformed  at  once, 
and  that  the  Progrefs  from  Corruption  to  Reformation  muft 
be  gradual ;  and  as  this  Bill  enforces  fome  Degrees  of  A* 
mendment,  it  is  at  leail  more  eligible  than  the  prefent  Law^ 
which  is  wholly  without  Effe&,  becaufe  no  Man  will  dare  to 
put  it  in  Execution. 

*  Every  Man  muft  be  convinced  by  his  own  Experience,  of 
the  Difficulty  with  which  long  Habits  are  furmounted.  I 
myielf  fuffer  by  fome  Indulgence  which  yet  I  cannot  forbear; 
this  is  the  U(e  of  too  much  Snuff,  to  which  it  is  well  known 
that  many  Perfons  of  Rank  are  not  lefs  addi^ed ;  and  there- 
fore I  dont  wonder  that  the  Law  is  ineffedhial,  which  is  to 
encounter  with  the  Habits  of  the  whole  Mafs  of  the  com- 
mon People. 

*  For  this  Reafon,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  approve,  what 
has  been  recommended  in  this  Debate,  any  new  Law  that 
may  put  the  Enjoyment  of  this  Liquor  yet  farther  from  thcm^ 
by  facilitating  Profecutions,  or  enforcing  Penalties. 

*  It  has  been  objedled  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  Tax 
now  propofed  Is  fuch  as  never  was  raifcd  in  any  Govern* 
ment,  becaufe,  though  Luxury  may  confefledly  be  taxed. 
Vice  ought  to  be  conftantly  fupprefled  $  and  this^  in  his 
Lordihip's  Opinion,  is  a  Tax  upon  Vice. 

'  His  Lordfhip's  Di(Hn(5Mon  between  Luxury  and  Vice,  be-  ; 
tween  the  Ufe  of  Things  unlawful,  and  the  Excefs  of  Things 
lawful,  is  undoubtedly  juft,  but  by  no  Means  applicable  oB 
this  Occafion  ;  nor,  indeed  has  the  noble  Lord  with  all  his 
Art  been  able  to  apply  it  ;  for  he  was  obliged  to  change  the 
Terms  in  his  Argument ;  and,  inflcad  of  calling  this  Tax,  a, 

Tax 
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An.  16.  Geo.  It  Tax  upon  ftrong  Liquors  to  ftigmatife  it  with  the  odious  Ap- 
:      Z^'l,^  pcUation  of  a  Tax  upon  Drunkennefs. 

^  ^  *  To  call  any  Thing  what  it  really  is  not,  and  then  to  ccn- 
furc  it,  is  very  caiy ;  too  eafy,  my  Lords,  to  be  done  with 
Succefs,  To  confute  the  Argument  it  is  only  neceflary  to 
obferve,  that  this  Tax  is  not  a  Tax  upon  Drunkennefs,  but 
f  a  Tax  laid  upon  ftrong  Liquors  for  the  Prevention  of  Drun- 
kennefs ;  and  by  Con(equence  fuch  as  fells  within  the  Com- 
pafs  of  his  own  Definition. 

'  That  it  is  not  a  Tax  upon  Luxury,  cannot  be  inferred 
from  the  Indigence  of  thofe  whom  it  is  intended  to  reform ; 
for  Luxury  is,  my  Lords,  ad  Modam  Pofidenthy  of  different 
Kinds,  in  Proportion  to  different  Conditions  of  Life;  and 

Xone  Man  may  very  decently  enjoy  thofe  Delicacies  or  Plea- 
fures,  to  which  it  would  be  foolifh  and  criminal  in  another  to 
ftfpire.  Whoever  fpends  upon  Superfluities  what  he  muft 
want  for  the  Ncceffities  of  Life,  is  luxurious  ;  and  Exceft 
therefore,  of  diftilled  Spirits,  may  be  termed  with  the  utmoft 
Propriety,  the  Luxury  of  the  Poor. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  appeared  to  be  the  Opinion  of  the  no- 
ble Lord  who  fpoke  fo  copioufly  on  this  Quddion  at  the  Be- 
ginning of  the  Debate  ;  of  this  Opinion  was  the  Reverend 
Prelate,  when  he  obferved  that  NecefSty  itfelf  was  become 
^        iuxurious  ;  and  of  this  Opinion  muft  every  one  be,  who  ad- 
vifcs  filch  a  Duty  to  be  laid  upon  thefe  Liquors,  as  may  at 
once  debar  the  Poor  from  the  Ufc  of  them  ;  for  fuch  a  Pro* 
pofal  evidently  fuppofes  them  unneceffary,  and  all  Enjoy- 
ment of  Things  not  neceffary,  is  a  Degree  of  Luxury. 
^  To  tax  this  Luxury,  which  is  perhaps  the  moft  pernicious 
^  of  all  others,  is  now  propofed  ;  but  it  is  propofed  to  tax  it 

f  pnly  to  fopprcfs  it ;  and  to  fupprefs  it  by  fuch  flow  Degrees 

as  may  be  born  by  the  People ;  and,  I  hope,  a  Law  fo  falu- 
tary  will  not  be  oppofed,  only  becaufe  it  may  afford  the  Go- 
vernment a  prefent  Supply.' 

The  Diikeof  iVinyrtf/?/f  then  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  ioU 
lowing  Effedl  : 
My  Lords, 
p.  of  Newcaftle.      '  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  Debate  would  have  been  much 
fhorter,  had  not  the  noble  Lords  who  have  fpoken  in  it  fuf- 
fered  themfelves  to  be  \td  away,  either  by  their  own  Zeal  or 
that  of  their  Opponents,  from  the  true  State  of  the  Queflion ; 
to  which  I  (hall  take  the  libertv  of  recalling  their  Attention, 
ihat  this  important  Controveriy  may  have  an  end. 

^  The  Point,  the  only  Point  that  is,  in  my  Opinion,  now 
|o  be  confidered,  is  this,  The  People  of  ihiji  N.ipoa  have  fof 
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ibme  Time  pra^led  a  moft  pemlcioas  and  hateful  Kind  of  An,  i6«  QeobJi. 
Debauchery  ;  againft  which  leveral  Laws  have  be^n  already  ^      >740* 
madey  which  Experience  has  Ihewn  to  be  fo  far  without  Ef-  '        ^  ^ 
led,  dhat  the  Dilonder  has  every  Year  increafed  among  them. 
\lVhHe  hg  was /peaking  the  Btjhop  of  St.  Afaph'*  /aiH,  with- 
out Intention  of  being  overheard^  *  TeSy  that  is  the  true  State 

*  of  the  Cttfiy    upon  which  the  Duke  flopped  and  ajked^  Whether 
his  Lordjhip  had  any  Objection  to  makcy  who  anfweredy  *  That 

*  he  bad  no  deftgn  of  interrupting  him  J*     Thereupon  his  Grace 
proceeded, 

*  A  new  Law  therefore,  my  Lords^  ispropofed  lefs  fevcre, 
indeed,  than  the  former;  but  which ^  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
for  that  Reaibn  more  efficacious  :  This  Law  having  paiTed 
through  the  other  Houfe,  is  now  in  the  common  Courfe  of 
cor  Procedure  to  be  confidered  by  us  in  a  Committee. 

*  We  are  now,  my  Lords,  therefore  to  rcfolve,  whether  a 
Bill  for  the  Reformation  of  this  flagrant  Vice  deferves  any 
Birther  Deliberation  ?  Whether  we  fhall  join  with  the  other 
Houfe  in  their  Endeavours  to  reftore  the  ancient  Sobriety 
and  Virtue  of  the  Britijh  People  ;  or,  by  an  open  Difappro- 
bation  of  their  Attempt,  difcourage  them  fiom  profecuting 
their  Defign  ;  and  debar  them  from  niing  the  Opportunities 
that  fucceraiug  Years  may  afford,  and  the  new  Lights  which 
Experience  may  fupply,  ror  improving  this  Ellay,  however 
imperfcd,  to  a  falutary  and  unexceptionable  Law  ? 

*  The  Prelates,  whofe  laudable  Zeal  for  promoting  of  Vir- 
tue has  prompted  them  to  diilinguiih  themielves  on  this  Oc- 
cafion  by  an  uncommon  Warmth  of  Oppofition,  ought,  as 
they  appear  fully  fenfible  of  the  Calamities  which  Intempe- 
rance brings  upon  Mankind,  to  confider  likewife  the  Confe- 
quences  of  refudng  to  examine  in  a  Committee  a  Bill  pro- 
feiledly  drawn  up  to  re'. rain  Intemperance.  They  ought 
to  remember,  that  by  rej.^^ting  this  Bill,  without  a  particular 
Examination  of  the  feveral  Claufes  which  it  contains^  and 
without  thofc  particular  OHjedVions  which  fuch  Examinations 
neceflarily  produce,  v.e  ihall  difcover  a  Contempt  of  the 
WifHom  or  V^irtue  of  the  other  Honfe ;  which  may  incline 
th<*m  in  their  Turn  to  obllrudt  the  Meafures  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  at  leaft  to  negltA  that  Evil,  however  great,  for  the 
Redrefs  of  which  they  have  no  Reafon  to  exped  our  Con- 
currence. 

*  Thofe  whofe  particular  Province  it  is  to  infpedt  the  Lives 
of  the  People,  to  r  ilJ  them  from  Vice,  and  flrengthen  them 
in  Virtue,  fiioulJ  c  Lainly  reiiedton  this  Occafion,  that  the 
fafelt  VIethoJ  ought  to  be  chofen  ;  and*  therefore,  that  this 
JilJ  ought  to  be  promoted  ;  becufe,  without  affirming  too 

much 
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IUi;i€.  Ceo.  n.  much  in  its  Favour,  It  is  polRble  that  It  may  produce  feme 

K74«-        Degree  of  Reformation ;  and  the  word  that  can  be  feared  is, 

^■***V*"*^  that,  like  the  prefent  Law,  it  will  be  inefFeduai  ;    for  ihe 

Gormption  and  Licentioufhefs  of  the  People  are  already 

fuch^  that  nothing  can  increafe  them.' 

The  BKhop  of  Salisbury  *  then  fpoke  to  the  following 
Purpofe. 
My  Lords, 
9p.  of  Saliibary,     '  I  am  fo  far  from  being  convinced  by  the  Arguments  of 
the  noble  Duke,  that  the  Bill  now  before  us  ought  to  be  com* 
mitted,  without  farther  OppoCtion  ;  that,  in  my  Opinion, 
nothing  can  be  more  unworthy  of  the  Honour  of  thlsHoufe, 
or  more  unfui table  to  the  Charadter  which  thofo  who  lit  on 
this  Bench  ought  to  deiire,  than  to  agree  to  any  Vote,  which 
may  have  the  moft  diftant  Appearance  of  Approbation. 

*  That  a  Bill  drawn  up  for  the  Reformation  of  Manners, 
lor  the  Reftraint  of  a  predominant  and  dedru^ve  Vice,  for 
the  Promotion  of  Virtue,  and  the  Enforcement  of  Religion, 
ought  at  leail  to  be  calmly  and  particularly  confidered;  that 
the  laudable  Endeavours  of  the  Commons  ought  not  to  be 
difcourased  by  a  precipitate  and  contemptuous  Rejefiion  of 
the  Meafures  which  they  have  formed  for  the  Attainment  of 
a  Purpoie  fo  important,  is  indeed  a  fpecious  and  plaulible 
Method  of  PerUiafion  ;  but,  my  Lords,  it  can  afta  only 
thole,  who  come  to  deliberate  upon  this  BUI  without  having 
read  it. 

*  A  very  flight  and  cnrfory  Peruftl  of  the  Bill,  my  Lords, 
will  didipate  all  the  Mids  which  Eloquence  can  raife;  it  will 
fhew  that  the  Law  now  propofed  can  neither  be  olefol,  nor 
vet  efFedlual ;  but  that  it  muft  operate  very  powerfiilly,  tbo* 
in  a  manner  by  no  means  agreeable  to  its  Title. 

<  To  prevent  the  exceflive  Ufe  of  any  Thing  by  allowing 
it  to  be^fold  without  Redraint,  is  an  Expedient  which  the 
Wifdora  of  no  former  Age  ever  difcovereii  ;  it  is  indeed  a 
Fallacy  too  grofs  to  be  admitted,  even  by  the  moft  inconfi- 
derable  Negligence  or  the  mod  contemptible  Stupidity  ;  nor 
am  I  at  ail  inclined  to  believe  that  the  Commons  xnM  impute 
the  Rejecting  of  it  to  our  Oifregard  of  Virtue,  or  think  that 
we  have  deleated  any  Endeavours  for  the  Supprelliott  of 
Wickednefs. 

*  It  has  been  affirmed,  that  tho'  by  this  Bill  the  Sale  is  per- 
mitted, it  is  permitted  only,  bccaufe  it  cannot  be  hindered ; 
and  that  the  Price  is  raifed  fo  high  that,  though  tbc  lawful 
Venders  may  be  multiplied,  the  Number  of  the  Piiicbafcr^ 
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moft  be  disiiniflied.  Bat  eveii  this  Argument,  like  all  others  Aa.Gco.  i6«  JL 
that  have  yet  been  advanced,  is  confuted  by  the  Bill  itfelf ;  .  'j^ 
from  which  the  Tax  uoW  propoied  appears  to  be  fuch  %s, 
when  fobdivided  by  the  (mail  xVleafures  in  which  Retailers 
fell  thefe  Liquors,  will  fcarcely  be  perceived  ;  and  whlch^ 
thoogh  it  may  enrich  the  Covernment,  will  not  impoverifh 
the  People,  except  to  deftroy  their  Health,  and  enervating 
their  Limbs. 

*  The  Tax,  my  Lords,  even  foppoCng  itpaidwithout  any 
Method  of  Evaiion,  is  folow,  that  in  a  Qfuirter  of  a  Pint,  the 
Qaantity  which  the  lower  People  dually  demand  at  once,  it 
does  not  amount  to  any  Denomination  of  Money  ;  and  £> 
finall  an  addition  will  be  eafily  overbalanced  by  the  Sale  of 
a  larger  Quantity  than  formerlv ;  for  it  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed but  the  Pradice  which  prevailed  in  Oppolition  to  the  Law, 
will  grow  yet  more  predominant  by  its  Encouragement  ;and 
that  therefore  the  Advantage  of  a  large  and  quick  Sale  will 
leflen  the  Price  more  than  Co  flight  a  Tax  can  poiEbly  en- 
creuie  it. 

'  The  noble  Duke  has  endeavoured  toreduce  us  to  Diffi« 
colties  by  urging,  that  fince  the  Corruption  of  the  People 
cannot  be  greater,  we  ought  willingly  to  agree  to  any  Law, 
of  which  the  Title  declares  that  it  is  intended  to  produce  a 
Kebrmation,  becaufe  the  woril  that  can  be  feared  is,  that 
it  may  be  without  Efie^t. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  fuch  is  the  enormous  Abfurdity  of  this 
Bill,  tfiat  no  Plea  can  be  offered  for  it  with  the  leaft  Appear- 
ance of  Reafon  ;  and  the  greatcll  Abilities,  when  they  are 
exerted  in  its  Defence,  are  able  only  to  fhew  by  fruitlels  Ef- 
ibru  that  it  cannot  be  vindicated.  If  the  State  of  the  Nation 
be  really  fuch  as  has  been  fuppofed ;  if  the  moU  deteibbleand 
odious  Vice  has  overfpread  the  Kingdom  to  itsutmoii  Limits; 
if  the  People  areuniverfaily  abandoned  to  Drunkenncfs,  Sloth 
tnd  Villany ;  what  can  be  more  abfurd  than  to  triHe  witli 
doubtful  Experiments,  and  to  make  Laws  wiiich  muft  be 
fufpcded  o(  Ineificacy  ?  In  the  Difeafes  of  the  State,  as  in 
thofe  of  the  Body,  the  Force  of  the  Remedy  ought  to  be 
proportioned  to  the  Strength  and  Danger  of  the  Dilcafe  i  and 
furely  no  political  Maladv  can  be  more  formidable  than  the 
Prevalence  of  Wickednefs,  nor  can  any  Time  require  more 
Firmnefs,  Vigilance,  and  A^ivity  in  the  Legiflauve  Power- 

*  That  the  Law,  therefoit,  may  be  without  Etfcdt,  is, 
Jn  the  prefent  State  of  Corruption,  if  it  has  been  truly  repre- 
sented, a  fufficient  Reafon  for  rcje<^ling  it,  without  allowing 
it  to  be  committed  ;  becaufc  there  is  now  no  Tiiiie  for  in- 
dulgence or  for  Delays  :  A  Nation  univerially  corrupt  mull 
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Afl^i6<Gco.lLbef|>ee<&ly  reformed,  or  fpeedilv  mined.  Thole  HMn 
174**  which  have  been  confefled  to  be  ateady  too  po weribi  fi>r  the 
^  Laws  now  in  Being,  may  in  a  fliort  Time  be  abfolntely  ir- 
refiftible;  and  that  Licendoufnefs  which  intimidates  the  Of- 
ficers of  JuCBce,  may  in  another  Year  infalt  the  Legiflatore. 
'  '  But,  my  Lords,  I  am  yet  willing  to  hope,  that  the  noble 
Duke*8  Account  of  the  Wickednefs  of  the  People  was  rather 
a  Rhetorical  Exaggeration  uttered  in  the  Heat  of  Difpnte, 
than  a  ftrid  Aflertion  of  Fadts ;  and  am  of  Opinion  that, 
though  Vice  has  indeed  of  late  (jpread  its  Contagion  with 
great  Rapidity,  there  are  yet  great  Numbers  uninfeSed  ^  and 
I  cannot  believe  that  our  Condition  is  fuch  as  that  nothing 
can  make  it  more  miierable. 

*  In  many  Parts  of  the  Country,  my  Lords,  thcfe  Liquors 
have  not  yet  been  much  ufed ;  nor  is  it  likely  that  thofe  who 
have  never  ibid  them,  when  the  Law  allowed  them,  will  be- 
gin an  unneceflkry  Trade,  when  it  will  expofc  them  to  Pe- 
nalties. But  a  new  Law  in  favour  of  Spirits,  will  produce  a 
general  Inclination  ,  and  a  Kind  of  Emulation  will  incite 
every  one  to  take  a  Licence  for  the  Retail  of  this  new  Liquor  ; 
and  fo  every  Part  of  the  Kingdom  will  be  equally  debanch^d, 
and  no  Place  will  be  without  a  Vender  of  ftatutable  Poifon. 
The  Luxury  of  the  Vulgar,  for  Luxury,  in  my  Opinion,  it 
may  very  properly  be  caird,  will  (till  increale,  and  Vices 
and  Difeafes  will  increafe  with  it. 

*  There  is  at  leaft  one  Part  of  the  Nation  yet  untainted  ; 
a  Part  which  deferves  the  utmoft  Care  of  the  Legiflature,  and 
which  muft  be  endangered  by  a  Law  like  this  before  us.  The 
Children,  my  Lords,  to  whom  the  Affairs  of  the  prefent 
Generation  mult  be  transferred,  and  by  whom  the  Natioi^ 
muft  be  continued,  are  furcly  no  ignoble  Part  of  the  Publick. 
They  are  yet  innocent ;  and  it  is  our  Province  to  take  Care 
that  they  may  in  Time  be  virtuous ;  we  ought  therefore  to 
remove  fi*om  before  them  thofe  Examples  that  may  infed, 
and  thofe  Temptations  that  may  corrupt  them.  We  ought 
to  reform  their  Parents  leaft  they  ftiould  imitate  them,  and 
to  deftroy  thofe  Provocatives  to  Vice  by  which  the  prefcnt 
Generation  has  been  intoxicated,  left  they  fhould  with  equal 
Force  operate  upon  the  next. 

*  There  is,  therefore,  no  Occafion,  my  Lords,  for  any 
further  Deliberation  upon  tliis  Bill ;  which,  if  the  Nation  be 
yet  in  any  Part  untainted,  wjll  infe<fl  it;  and  if  it  be  univer- 
fally  corrupted,  \^ill  have  no  Tendency  to  amend  it ;  and 
which  we  on^ht  for  thcfe  Rcnfons  to  rejcft,  that  our  Ab- 
horrence of  Vice  may  be  publickly  known,  and  that  no  Pan 
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•Fthe  Calamities  which  Wickednefs  muft  produce^  may  be  An*  iG.Coo.  h;'* 
imputed  to  us.*  ,     J'74**    ^ 

Lord  Delmoar  then  ipoke  to  the  following  Efied : 
My  Lords  J 

^  As  I  am  entirely  of  Opinion  that  a  more  accurate  Exa-  ^^^  Ddsw**  T 
minatjon  of  this  Bill  will  evince  its  Ulefulnefs  and  Propriety 
to  many  of  the  Lords,  who  are  now  mod  ardent  in  oppoCng 
it,  I  cannot  but  think  it  neceflary  to  confider  it  in  a  Com- 
mittee. 

*  It  is  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords^  that  this  Bill  is  in- 
tended for  two  Purpofes  oivery  great  Importanceto  the  Pub- 
lick  ;  it  IS  defigned  that  the  Liberties  of  Mankind  (hall  be 
feaired  by  the  lame  Provilions  by  which  the  Vices  of  our  own 
People  are  to  be  reclaimed  ;  and  Supplies  for  carrying  on  the 
War  fhall  be  raifed  by  a  Reformation  of  the  Manners  of  the 
People. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  is  furely  a  great  and  generous  Defign ; 
this  is  a  Complication  of  publick  Benefits,  worthy  the  moft 
exalted  Virtue  and  the  moft  refined  Policy  ; '  and  though  a 
Bill  in  which  Views  fo  diftant  are  to  be  reconciled  (houldap- 
pear  not  to  be  abfolutely  perfed,  it  rauft  yet  be  allowed  to 
dcferve  Regard  ;  nor  ought  we  to  rejcft,  without  very  cauti- 
ous Deliberation,  any  probable  Method  of  reforming  the  Na- 
tion, or  any  ealy  Way  of  raiCng  Su]f()lies* 

^  The  Encroachment  of  Ufurpation  without,  and  the  Pre- 
valence of  Vice  within,  is  a  Conjundlion  of  Circumftances 
very  dangerous  ;  and  to  remove  both  by  the  fame  Means,  is 
an  Undertaking  that  (urely  cannot  deierve  either  Cenfure  or 
Contempt ;  if  it  fucceeds,  it  may  demand  the  loudeft  Ac- 
clamations, and  if  it  feils,  it  muft  be  at  leaft  approved. 

'  The  Ufe,  my  Lords,  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  though, 
in  the  Excefs  now  fo  frequently  to  be  obferved  undoubtedly 
detrimental  to  Multitudes,  is  not,  in  a  proper  Degree,  either 
criminal  or  unwholfome ;  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  pro- 
hibited by  a  Tax  fo  heavy  as  has  been  propofed  by  a  noble 
Lord,  who,  if  he  purines  his  Reafoning,  muil  propofe  to  tax 
in  the  fame  Proportion  every  other  Liquor  that  can  admini- 
fter  to  Vice. 

'  It  is,  however,  certain  that  too  much  is  wafted  in  Riot 
and  Debauchery ;  and  that  therefore  fome  Addition  to  the 
Price  of  this  Liquor  ought  to  be  made,  that,  though  the 
Ufo  of  it  may  be  continued,  the  Excefs  may  be  reftrained.  ^ 

'  What  will  be  the  Effeas  of  this  Bill,  and  whether  either  ^ ..  ^ 

of  thefo  Benefits  are  to  be  expedled  firom  it,  can  be  known 
only  by  an  impartial  Examination }  and  therefore  it  ought  to 
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C    2o6    ) 
JU.  t6.  Cm,  U.  ^  <lircuiled  wid)  that  Accuracy  which  is  peculiar  tO  t  Com* 
2741.^        iQittee, 

Lord  LonfiiaU  ftood  np  again,  and  (poke  to  tUs  Pnrpole. 

tM  lonflale.  '  '^'^^^  *  ^*^*  **^  rcftrain  the  Excefs  of  drinking  diffiUed 
Liquors  without  hindering  their  moderate  Uie,  wiU  dcferve 
the  Applaafe  of  every  Lover  of  his  Conntry>  I  cannot  deny. 
Bat  that  any  fuch  Bill  can  be  contrived  may  very  juftly  be 
doubted  ;  for  in  Proportion  to  their  Price  they  will  always  be 
ufed,  and  nothing  can  hinder  £xcefs  bnt  a  high  Tax^  fxxh 
as  1  have  already  propoftd. 

*  The  Bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  will  indeed  by  no 
Means  obftru<fi  the  moderate  Ufe,  becaufe  it  will  rive  an  nn- 
bounded  Licence  to  the  mod  luxurious  fixcefs ;  u  therefore 
nothing  more  be  intended  in  the  Committee  thantoconfider, 
how  far  this  Bill  will  promote  the  Reformation  of  die  People, 
it  is  furely  not  neceflary  to  engage  in  any  farther  Inquiries. 

'  It  has  appeared  already  to  all  tho/e  who  do  not  obfti* 
natcly  fhut  their  Eyes,  that  there  is  in  it  no  ProviGon  forthe 
Prevention  ofthatAbnfe  of  Spirits  which  univerfally  pre- 
vails. It  has  appeared,  that  the  Chcapnefs  of  Licences  will 
not  hinder  the  prefent  Retailers  from  carrying  on  an  illegal 
Trade  ;  that  Information  will  not  now  be  more  iafe  or  more 
frequent  th^in  before ;  and  that  the  Duty,  if  not  in  part  eva» 
ded^  may  yet  be  probably  abated  from  the  prefent  Profits  of 
the  Sale. 

'  It  has  appeared,  my  Lords,  that  no  EflFedl  can  be  pro- 
duced by  this  Bill  but  the  Promotion  of  Debauchery,  the  En- 
creafe  of  Drunkennefs,  and  the  Decay  of  Induftry. 

'  But  that  this  Bill  will  not  produce,  at  leaft  for  fome 
Time,  a  large  Addition  to  the  public  Revenues,  has  not 
yet  been  proved ;  and  while  it  is  allowed  that  it  will  raife 
Moncv,  I  do  not  wonder  to  hear  it  fteadily  defended,  becaufe 
nothing  more  is  expected  from  it.  But  as  I  have  not  yet 
converfcd  enough  with  Statefmeni  to  perfuade  myfelf  that  the 
Government  orght  to  be  fupported  by  Means  contrary  to  the 
End  for  wh-ch  Government  is  inftituted,  I  am  flill  convinced 
that  thif  Bill  ought  to  be  rejedted  with  Contempt ;  becaufe 
it  will  leffen  the  Wealth  rf the  Nation  without  any  equiva- 
lent Advantage,  and  will  at  once  impoverifh  the  People  and 
corrupt  them. 

Then  the  Earl  of  IJJaj^  ftood  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows  : 
My  Lords^ 
Earloflflay       *  I  cannot  but  be  of  Opinion  that  this  Debate  has  been 
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(    so?    ) 
«irned  on  with  a  Vehemence  by  no  Means  necefiary  ;  and  An.  s6«Gf0,lI« 
that  the  Qjueffion  has  been  perplexed  by  a  miftaken  Zeal  ;        ]-^^ 
thtt  the  Efledls  of  this  Bill  have  been  exaggerated  perhaps  on        '    '^* 
both  SideSy  and  that  the  Opinions  which  have  been  fbrm'd 
with  relation  to  it  are  not  really  fb  oppofite  as  they  appear. 

*  Thole  who  oppofe  the  Bill  think  the  Duty  upon  Spirits 
not  fo  high  as  to  hinder  that  Debauchery  which  fo  much 
prevails  among  us  ;  and  thofe  that  vindicate  it^  declare  that 
more  violent  Refiraints  will  not  be  borne.  Both  Parties 
baveReafbn,  and  the  Patrons  of  the  Bill  have  likewife  £ac- 
perienceon  their  Side. 

*  But,  my  Lordsy  though  (evere  Redraints  fuddenlyoppof- 
ed  to  the  Habits  and  Inclinations  of  the  People  may  be  brok- 
en through  by  refUefs  Struggles  and  obdinate  Refiflance,  yet 
the  fame  Laws  introduced  by  proper  Degrees  will  be  pati- 
ently obey'd  >  this  therefore  may  be  very  properly  conlidercd 
as  the  firft  Tax  necefTary  to  be  laid,  which  though  it  may 
produce  no  great  Effc6ts  in  itf'^lf,  may  at  lead  make  Way  for 
a  fecond  that  Hiall  be  more  fenfibly  felt ;  till  at  length  thefe 
^tal  Spirits  (hall  be  railed  to  a  Price  at  which  few  will  be 
^hky  and  none  willing  to  purchafe. 

'  Bat  it  is  not  impoflible  that  even  thisTax,  with  the 
other  Proviiions  in  the  Bill,  may  produce  the  Reformation 
which  is  unanimoullydefired  ;  and  as  Violence  (hould  never 
be  ufed  till  gentle  Methods  have  been  tried,  this  Bill  oueht, 
in  my  Opinion,  to  be  pafled,  and  therefore  to  be  referred  to 
a  Committee  without  iarther  Debate ;  for  it  will  be  thought 
both  by  our  Allies  and  our  £nemies  that  a  great  Part  of  this 
Honfe  is  very  indifferent  about  the  Succefs  of  the  War,  if 
we  delay  the  Supplies  by  difputing  in  what  Manner  they 
ftallberaifed. 

The  Quedion  being  then  put  on  the  Modon  for  commit- 
^gthe  Bill,  it  was  refolv'd  in  the  Affirmative.  The  Bill  ithting 

Contents  ^9  7   q        Not  Contents  38  7  to  Spirituout  Li* 

Proxies     23  5  °^      Proxies  16  $    ^^         quow committed. 

Lord  De  la  War  was  Teller  for  the  Bill,  and  Lord  Hev 
^fy  againft  it.  Of  the  latter  were  ten  Bifhops,  being  all  that 
were  then  in  the  Houfe. 

The  Earl  of  Ch^flerfieU  perceiving  the  Reverend  Bench 
approaching,  is  faid  to  have  exprefs'd  his  Doubt,  whe- 
ther he  haa  not  got  on  the  wrong  Side  of  t'.e  Queftion  ;  be- 
p"»fc,  faid  his  Lordfhip,  *  I  have  not  had  the  Honour  of  being 
in  the  Company  of  fo  many  Lawn  Sleeves  for  feveral  Years. 

W.  23.  The  Lords  read  a  fecond  Time  the  Bill  touching 
^e  Eledlion  of  Meml^ers  for  ScotUn  /,  and  to  reftrain  the 
Partiality  of  returning  Officers  at  Elcaions, 
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Committee. 
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(  208  ) 
The  next  Day  in  a  grand  Committee^  they  took  into  Coc- 
fideration  the  Bill  relating  to  Spirituous  Liquors.  The  Title 
thereof  bang  read,  was  poilponed  :  Then  the  Preamble  vas 
read^  viz.  ^  Whereas  great  Difficulties  and  Inconvenienat 
^  had  attended  the  putting  the  A  A  pG,  11.  in  ExecutioBy  and 
'  the  fame  had  not  been  found  e^dual  to  aufwer  the  Por- 
^  pofes  intended  ;  the  Qommons  being  defirous  to  raife  the 
'  neccffary  Supplies  in  the  eafieft  Manner,  do  grant  the 
'  Rates  on  Spirituous  Liquors  hereafter  mentioned,  and 
'  repeal  the  prefent  Rates.* 

Hereupon  the  Lord  Hervty  flood  up,  and  Qx>ke  as  folbvs : 
My  Lords, 

'  Notwithftanding  the  fpecious  Arguments,  which  were 
ufed  to  influence  the  Houfe  to  permit  this  Bill  to  efcape  the 
Genfure  it  deferred,  and  be  admitted  to  a  further  Examina* 
tion  in  a  Committee  ;  I  am  fBll  confident  that  nodiing  can 
juftly  be  offered  in  its  Defence  :  And  I  am  not  afraid  to  de- 
clare my  Opinion,  that  it  is  not  approved  even  by  thofe  who 
vindicate  it,  of  whom  I  cannot  but  believe  from  long  Expe- 
rience of  their  Judgment  and  their  Knowledge,  t&t  they 
confider  it  only  as  an  ea(y  Manner  of  railing  Money  ;  as  an 
Expedient,  rather  neceflary  than  eligible,  and  fodi  as  only 
the  Exigencies  of  the  Government  could  have  prevaled  upon 
them  to  propofe  ;  for  notliing  is  more  evident,  than  that 
it  cannot  anfwer  tlie  Purpofes  of  the  former  Bill. 

<  The  ConduA  of  thofe  whofb  Station  fubjeAs  them  to  the 
Refentment  of  the  Miniftry,  or  who  may  be  reafonably  ima- 
gined to  expedl  Favours  from  them,  has,  throughout  all  our 
Deliberations  on  this  Bill,  been  fuch  as  evidently  difcoven 
their  only  Care  to  be  the  Impofition  of  a  new  Tax,  and  the 
Eftablifhment  of  a  new  Fund.  They  do  not  fccm  to  urge 
fcrioufly  any  other  Argument  than  the  Neceflity  of  raifing 
Money ;  or  to  oppofe  the  Obje^ions  that  have  been  offered 
for  any  other  Keafon  than  becaufe  they  have  a  Tendency  to 
obflrudt  the  Supplies. 

*  No  other  Argument  can  indeed  be  uiged  in  Vindication 
of  a  Bill,  which  every  Principle  of  Policy  or  Juflice  vaxA  in- 
cite us  to  condemn ;  a  Bill  by  which  the  Senfe  of  Morality 
and  Religion  will  he  extinguilhed,  and  the  Reftraints  of  Law 
made  indfedtnal ;  b^  which  the  Labourer  and  Manufa^rer 
will  be  at  once  debilitated  and  corrupted,  and  by  which  the 
Roads  will  be  filled  withThieves,  and  the  Streets  with  Begvars, 

^  It  appears,  my  Lords,  from  the  Papers  on  the  Table  that 
feven  Millions  of  Gallons  are  every  Year  difliird  ;  and  Ex- 
perience (hews  ns,  that  the  Quality  of  the  Liquor  is  fach 
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that  a  Quarter  of  a  Pint  is  fiifficicnt  to  intoxicate  the  Brain.  An.  1 6.  Geo*  tU 
Upon  this  Computation,  my^Lords,  it  is  reafonable  to  believe         '74^* 
that  a  twentieth  Part  of  the  labouring  Hands  cf  this  Nation  *  ^ 

are  detained  from  their  proper  Occupations  by  this  Kind  of 
Drunkenncfs  ;  and  confequently  that  a  twentieth  Part  of  the 
Trade  is  every  Year  loft,  or  perhaps  a  twentieth  Part  of  our 
People  every  Year  hurried  to  the  Grave,  or  difabled  from 
contributing  to  the  publick  Good. 

*  Thcfe,  my  Lords,  arc  no  doubtful  Fafls  or  conjedural 
Calculations  ;  they  are  confirmed  by  the  moft  inconteftable 
Evidence,  and  eiUblifhed  by  all  tlie  Demonftration  of  Arith- 
nctick. 

^  Thefe  Fafts,  my  Lords,  are  lb  plain  that  the  warmeft 
Advocates  for  the  Bill  have  tacitly  acknowledged  them,  by 
propofing  that,  if  it  be  found  inrifcctual,  it  (hall  be  an-iCnd- 
cd  in  the  next  Scffion:  What  F.lTcct  this  Propofal  may  have 
upon  others  I  know  not,  but,  for  my  Part,  I  fhall  never 
think  it  allowable  to  fport  witli  the  Profperity  of  the  Pub- 
lick,  or  to  try  Experiments  by  uliich,  if  they  fail,  the  Lives 
of  Thoufands  muil  be  deftroyed. 

*  Such  a  Scheme,  my  Lords,  very  ill  becomes  thofe  to 
whom  their  Anceftors  have  tranfmitted  the  illuftrious  Cha- 
ra<5ter  of  Guardians  of  the  People.  No  Man  ever  before  con- 
ceived the  Defign  of  fcattcring  Poifon  tor  a  certain  Period 
of  Time  among  the  People,  only  to  try  what  Havock  it 
would  make. 

^  What  will  be  the  Effcifts  of  unreflrained  and  licenfed 
Debauchery  may  be  known,  without  the  Guilt  of  fo  dread- 
ful an  Experiment,  only  by  obferving  the  prefent  Con- 
duel  of  the  People,  even  while  they  are  hindered  from  the 
full  Enjoyment  of  their  Pleafures,  by  the  Terrors  of  the 
Penal  Law.  Whoever  fhall  be  fo  far  touched  with  the  In- 
tered  of  the  Publick  as  to  extend  his  Enquiries  to  the  lowed 
Clafles  of  the  People,  he  will  find  fome  difeafed,  and  others 
vitiated  ;  he  will  find  fome  imprifoned  by  their  Creditors, 
and  others  ftarving  their  Children  ;  and  if  he  traces  all  thefe 
Calamities  and  Crimes  to  their  original  Caufe,  will  find  them 
ail  to  proceed  from  the  Love  ofdiftilled  Spirits. 

*  I  krtow,  my  Lords,  that  in  Anfwer  to  all  thefe  Ex - 
poRulations  and  a  Thoufand  more,  it  will  be  urged  by  the 
Miniftcrs  and  tlieir  Friends,  that  there  is  no  other  Method 
to  be  found  of  raifing  the  Supplies  ,  and  that  the  Demands 
of  the  Government  muft  be  fatisfied  at  whatever  Rate,  and 
by  whatever  Means. 

*  Though  I  am  very  ^r  from  approving  this  Affertion,  I 
do  not  wonder  at  its  Prevalence  among  thofe  who  are  en- 
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Avxfi*  Geo.II.1*iched  by  every  Tax,  and  whofe  only  Claim  to  the  Prefer- 
174a.  ments  which  they  enjoy,  arifes  from  their  Readinefs  to  con- 
^1,^^  ^  ^yj.  in  every  Scheme  for  encrealing  the  Burthens  of  the  Pub- 
lick  ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  never  expcdk  their  Approbation 
of  any  "Propofal,  by  which  a  new  Tax  may  be  retarded. 
Yet  I  cannot  but  declare  that,  in  my  Opinion,  we  ought 
to  fufpend  our  Proceedings,  tliat  the  Commons  may  di^o- 
ver  what  Danger  their  Negligence,  Precipitation  or  blind 
Compliance  has  brpuirht  upon  the  Nation  ;  aud  that  the 
People  may,  by  fo  fignal  a  Proof  of  our  Difapprobationy 
be  alarmed  againfl  any  Attempt  of  the  fame  Kind  under  any 
future  Admi nitration. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  will  be  confidered,  not  only  by  Poftc- 
rity,  but  by  all  the  wi(e  and  honed  Men  of  the  prelenc 
Time,  as  a  Proof  of  our  Regard  to  Virtue  and  our  Atten- 
tion to  die  p ablick  Welfare.  This  Condu^  will  be  fecrctly 
approved,  even  by  thofe  who  may  think  themfelves  obliged 
to  oppofe  it  in  Publick  .*  and,  as  it  will  be  moderate  and  de- 
cent, muy  probably  preferve  the  Nation  without  irritating 
the  other  Houfc. 

*  I  therefore  move,  my  Lords,  that  inftead  of  proceeding 
in  the  Form  of  a  Committee,  we  fhould  refume  the  Houfe, 
and  endeavour  to  obtain  farther  Information. 

The  Earl  of  Cholmonhly  fpoke  to   this  Effea, 
My  Lords  i 
larlofcholm/ii-     '  The  Obfervations  which,  tliough  fufficiently  explained 
deltjr.         and  enforced  in  the  late  Debate,   the  noble  Lord  Kis  been 
pleafed  to  repeat  on  this  Occafion,  are  in  themfelves,    in* 
detA  pertinent,  and  have  been  urged  by  his  Lordfliip  with 
uncommon  Spirit  and  Elegance  ;  but  he  ought  to  have  re« 
f]e(fted,  that  general  Declamations  are  improper  in  a  Com- 
•mitfce,  where  the  particular  Claufes  of  the  Bill  are  to  be  fc* 
peratcly  confidcrea. 

*  I  propofe,  therefore,  that  indead  of  wafling  that  Time, 
In  ufcle/s  Rhetorick,  and  untimely  Vehemence,  we  fhould 
proceed  to  examine,  in  Order,  thediflindl  Paragraphs  of  this 
Bill,  by  which  it  may  more  cafily  appear,  whether  it  ought 
to  be  rejeded  or  approved. 

'  It  cannot,  indeed,  be  propofed  that  any  of  the  Claufes 
fbaM  be  amended  in  this  Committee  ;  for  the  Claims  of  the 
Commons,  and  the  Obftinacy  with  which  they  have  always 
adhered  to  them,  on  whatever  they  are  founded,  is  well 
known.  I  am  old  enough  to  remember  the  Animofities 
which  have  arifen  between  the  two  Houfcs  from  Attempts 
lo  acjjuft  this  Part  of  their  Pretenflons-^  Animofities  whick 
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«t  this  Time  may  be  not  only  dangerous  to  ourfelvcs,  Imt  An.  x6.  Ceo;  I^ 
fatal  to  a  great  Pjirt  of  Mankind ;  and  which  it  ought  there-        2742. 
fore  to  be  oarutmoft  Care  to  prevent.  v-^'^'^'V''"^^^ 

The  Earl  of  AyUsford  fyAt  next. 
My  Lords  ^ 

'  Though  theConflderarion  of  the  diftindl  Paragraphs  of^  fdAj^Jh^ 
the  Bill,  be,  as  the  noble  Lord  has  very  juftly  obferved,  the 
proper  Bufinefsof  the  Committee  ;  yet  (ince,  as  he  has  like- 
wife  obferved,  theprefent  State  of  our  Affairs  requires  unu- 
fual  Expedition,*!  think  we  may  properly  fparc  ourfelves  the 
Trouble  of  conOdering  Paragraphs  which  we  cannot  amend  ; 
and  which  are  in  themfelves  fo  clear  and  fo  obvious,  that  they 
raaybeunderdood  in  their  full  Extent  upon  a  curfory  PerufaU 

*  But,  my  Lords,  though  I  think  it  not  proper  to  follow 
our  ufual  Method  of  coniidcring  the  Paragraphs  diftindly, 
>vhich  can  only  drive  the  Bill  forward  towards  the  third 
Reading,  as  it  has  already  been  forced  into  the  Commit-  . 
tee  ;  yet  I  think  it  not  necelfary  to  irritate  the  other  Houfe, 
alarm  our  Allies,  or  encourage  our  Enemies,  by  rejeding 
that  Bill  by  which  it  is  intended  that  the  Supplies  (hall  be 
railed.  There  is  an  eafy  and  moderate  Method  by  which 
the  lame  End  may  be  attained  without  any  Diflurbance  of 
the  Publick,  any  Impediment  of  the  Schemes  of  the  Go- 
vernment, or  any  jull  OiFence  to  the  Commons. 

*  Inllead  of  palling  or  rcjecUng  this  Bill,  of  which  thd 
firft  is  abfolutely  criminal,  and  the  lecond  perhaps  improper, 
let  us  «ily  delay  it.  By  this  we  Ihall  give  the  Commons 
Time  to  reflcA  upon  it,  to  re-examine  it,  and  difcover, 
what  they  perhaps  have  not  hitherto  fufpedled,  its  deftruc- 
tive  Tendency.  Nor  can  it  be  doubted  but  the  Obfervati- 
ons  which  will  arife  from  the  Neceflity  of  enquiring  into  the 
Realbns  of  our  Condudt,  will  loon  induce  them  to  form  an- 
other Bill  not  liable  to  the  fame  Objections  ;  I  therefore  fc^ 
cond  the  noble  Lord's  Motion  to  relume  the  Houfe* 

The  Earl  o(  IJlay  fpokc  n^ext. 
My  Lords  J 

'  If  we  confider  the  Pretenlions  of  the  Commons,  and  Earl  of  Iflif^ 
the  Stubboninefs  with  which  they  have  hitherto  adhered  to 
them,  wefhall  calrly  find  the  Impropriety  of  the  noble  Lord*8 
Motion,  and  forefee  the  Incfficacy  of  the  Methods  which  hd 
fi>  warmly  recommends. 

*  The  Alarm  which  he  fuppofes  us  to  give  the  Common« 
by  poftponing  the  Bill  before  us,  the  Obfervations  which 
Ibey  win  make  upoa  our  Condud,  the  new  Informations 
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An.  1 6.  Geo.  II.  which  thcy  will  receive,  and  tlic  new  Bill  which  they  will 
I742.  lend,  are  merely  imaginary.  They  will  not  conlider  them* 
fclves  as  concerned  in  the  Delay  or  Expedition  of  our  Pro- 
cedure,  hut  will  fiippofe  us  to  adl  upon  our  own  Reafbns 
which  it  is  not  neceifary  for  them  to  examine,  and  will  by 
no  Means  fend  another  Bill  for  Supplies,  till  they  are  inform- 
ed that  this  is  rejeded. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  we  ftiall  only  retard  the  Supplies 
•without  altering  or  being  able  to  alter  the  Method  of  raiiing 
them  ;  and  at  laft  pals  the  Bill,  without  Examination, 
which  we  now  negledl  to.  examine,  left  we  Thould  pafs  it ; 
or  perhaps  irritate  the  Commons  by  the  Novelty  of  our  Con- 
ducl,  which,  if  they  (liould  refolve  to  conlider  it,  they  will 
probably  conlider  only  to  cenfure. 

The  Earl  of  Jjlesford  fpoke  next  to  the. following  EfFcdl  : 
Aly  Lords y 
£•  of  Aylcsford.  i  I  jj,^  no  Stranger  to  the  Claims  of  the  Commons  to  the 
fole  and  independent  Right  of  formiJig  Money- Bills,  nor  to 
the  Heat  with  which  that  Claim  has  been  alTerted,  or  the 
Kirmnefs  with  which  it  has  always  been  maintained  in  late 
f*arliaments.  Nor  am  I  ignorant  that  by  contefling  this 
Claim,  we  have  fometimcb  excited  Difputes  which  nothing 
but  a  Prorogation  could  app«afe. 

^  I  know,  my  Lords,  and  allow,  that  by  ading  in  any 
unufual  Manner  with  regard  to  Bills  of  this  Kin4»  we  may 
excite  the  Refcntmeni  of  the  Commons,  and  that  (wne  In- 
te  rruption  of  the  publick  BuOnefs  may,  for  want  of  Candour 
and  Moderation,  poflibly  enfuc. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  think  the  Poflibility  of  an  ill 
Confec^uence  an  Argument  fufficient  to  fhew  the  Unrcafon- 
ableiiels  of  my  Propofal;  for  the  Inconveniences  that  may  a- 
rife  from  poftponing  the  Bill,  are  only  podible  ;  but  the 
Calamities  that  we  ftiall  bring  upon  our  Country  by  palCng 
it  nre  certain. 

'  But  we  are  likewiff  to  confidcr,  my  Lords,  that  thcfe 
FA'ents,  of  which  it  can  only  be  faid  that  they  may  happen, 
may  alfo  not  happen.  When  I  refleft  that  the  Houfc  of 
Commons  is  an  Aflembly  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  J?r/- 
tifi  People  ;  ofMen  who  will  (hare  the  Calamities  of  the  Pub- 
lick,  and  whofe  Intereft  it  is,  equally  with  ours,  to  prevent 
the  Deftruction  of  our  Commerce,  the  Decay  of  our  Manu* 
fa<51ures,  tlie  Corruption  of  the  prefent  Age,  and  the  Ruin  of 
Poftcrity  ;  I  cannot  but  hope  that  they  will  apply  themfelves 
to  a  candid  Review  of  the  Bill  which  they  have  lent,  and 
without  Heat,  Jealoufy  or  Difputes  explain  k  as  they  may 
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do  by  another,  which  will  be  no  Deviation   from  the  Rules  Aa.  i6.  Goob  II, 
which  they  have  eflablifhed  for  themfelves,  and  by  which  they  '^jj'    - . 

may  fecure  the  Happiiiefs  of  their  Country  without.receding      ^^^    "^"^ 
from  their  own  Pretenfions. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  (poke  next  to  the  following  Effedl  : 
Aiy  Lords y 

*  The  Propofal  made  by  the  noble  Lord  appears  to  mt  fb  DukeofBcdfori, 
pnident  and  eauitable,  fo  moderate  and  fo  feafonablc,  and, 

in  ray  Opinion,  fuggeltsfo  eafy  a  Method  of  reconciling  the 
Pretenfions  of  the  Commons  with  the  Neceffity  of  amending 
the  Bill,  that  I  cannot  but  think  it  wortliyoftbe  unanimous 
Approbation  of  your  Lordfhips. 

*  I  am  very  far  from  conceiving  the  Commons  to  be  an 
Aflembly  of  Men  deaf  to  Reafon,  or  imagining  them  fo  void 
of  all  Regard  for  the  Happinefs  of  the  Publick,  as  that  they 
will  facrifice  it  to  an  obllinatc  Adherence  to  Claims  which 
they  cannot  but  know  to  &e  in  themfelves  difputable  ;  and 
which  they  muft,  at  leaft,  allow  that  they  are  only  fo  far  juft 
as  they  contribute  to  the  great  End  of  Government,  the  ge- 
neral Good, 

*  fiutlefl  they  fliould  byanyunfeafonab/lc  Obftinacy  attend 
more  to  the  Prefervation  of  their  own  Powv^r,  than  to  the 
Promotion  of  the  Happinefs  of  their  ConftituentS,  a  Method 
is  now  propofed  by  which  the  Errors  of  this  Bill  may  be  cor- 
rected, withont  any  Conceffion  of  their  Houfe^  The  Com- 
mons may  eafily  be  informed  of  the  Dangers  which  are  juiliy 
dreaded  tfom  this  Bill ;  and  may  therefore  prepare  another 
by  which  a  Tax  of  the  fame  Kind  may  be  laid  without  a  ge- 
neral Licence  of  Drnnkennefs  ;  or  if  a  Method  of  laying  a 
Duty  apon  thefe  Liquors,  which  may  at  once  hinder  their  • 
cxccflive  Ufe,  and  encreafe  the  Revenue  of  the  Government* 
cannot  be  difcovered,  they  may  raife  the  Supplies  for  the 
Year  by  (bme  other  Scheme. 

Lord  Carteret  (poke  next  as  follows  : 
My  Lords  y 

*  As  the  Expedient  propofed  by  thefe  noble  Lords,   how-  Lord  Carterot* 
ever  it  may  be  recommended,   as  being  at  once  moderate 

and  efficacious,  has  in  Reality  no  other  Tendency  than  to 
procure  an  abfolute  Rejedlingof  this  Bill,  it  is  proper  to  con- 
fidcr  the  Confequence  which  maybe  reafonably  expelled  from 
the  Meafures  which  they  have  hitherto  propofed. 

*  In  order  to  the  effe<ftual  Reftraint  of  the  common  People 
from  theUfeof  thefe  pernicious  Liquors,  they  affert  the  I^ecef- 
fity  of  impofin$  a  very  large  Duty  to  be  paid  by  the  DiftiUer  i 

i^e  5  Thi% 
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An.  t6.  Ceo.  n.This  might,  indeed,  produce  in  fome  Degree  the  EffcSt 
'^^     .  which  they  exped  from  it,  but  would  give  Rife  to  innume- 
rable  Frauds  and  Inconvenicncics. 

*  The  immediate  Confequence  of  a  lieavy  Duty  would  be 
the  Ruin  of  our  Diftiller}',  which  is  now  a  very  extcnfive 
and  profitable  Trade,  in  which  great  Multitudes  are  employ- 
ed, who  mud  inilantly,  upon  the  CeiTation  of  it,  link  into 
poverty.  Our  Stills,  my  Lords,  not  only  fupply  oar  Natives 
with  Liquors  which  they  ufcd  formerly  to  purchaie  from 
foreign  Countries  ;  and  therefore  encreafe,  or  at  leaft  prc- 
ferve  the  Wealth  of  our  Country  ;  but  they  likewilc  fur- 
ni/h  large  Quantities  for  the  Exportation  to  utternjejy  J^fij^ 
and  other  Places*  But  no  fooncr  will  the  Duty  propoied  to 
be  laid  upon  this  Liquor  take  Place,  than  all  this  Trtdewill 
be  at  an  End  ;  thofe  who  now  follow  it  will  be  reduced  to 
fipport  themfelves  by  other  Employments ;  and  thofe  Conn- 
tries  in  which  our  Spirits  are  noy^  drank,  will  be  (bon  fupplied 
from  other  Nations  with  Liquors  at  once  cheaper  and  more 
pleafant. 

'  It  may  be  propofed  as  an  Expedient  for  Ae  Prefervation 
of  our  foreign  Trade,  t^at  the  Duty  (hall  be  repaid  upon 
Exportation  ;  but  the  Event  cf  this  Provifion,  my  Lords,  ^k^ill 
be,  that  great  Quantities  will  be  fent  to  Sea  for  the  Sake  of 
obtaining  a  Re-payment  of  the  Duty,  which,  infteod  of  be- 
ing fold  to  Foreigners,  will  be  privately  landed  again  Xk^oxk 
pur  own  Coafts. 

^  Thus,  my  Lords,  will  the  Duty  be  collefted,  and  after- 
wards repayed  ;  and  the  Government  will  fuflfer  the  Odium 
of  impofing  a  fevere  Tax,  and  inair  the  Expence  of  employ- 
ing a  great  Number  of  Officers  without  any  Advantage  to  the 
^Publick.  Spirits  will,  in  many  Ports  or  the  Kingdom^  be 
very  little  dearer  than  at  prefent,  and  Drunkenncis  and  De- 
bauchery will  ftyi  prevail. 

^  That  thefe  Arts  and  a  Thoufand  others  will  be  praAiled 
by  the  People  to  obtain  this  infatuating  Liquor,  cannot  be 
doubted.  It  cannot  be  imagined,  that  they  will  fbrWar 
Frauds,  who  have  had  Recourie  to  Violence,  or  that  thofe 
will  not  endeavour  to  elude  the  Government  who  have  al- 
ready defied  it. 

*  Every  rigorous  Law  will  be  either  fecretly  evi|ded  or 
openly  violated,  every  fevere  Reftraint  will  be  fhaken  ofF  ei- 
ther by  Aril-fice  or  Vice ;  nor  can  this  Vice,  however  danger- 
ous or  prevalent,  be  corrected  but  by  flow  Degrees,  by 
itraightening  the  Reigns  of  Government  imperceptibly,  ani 
by  fnperaddinga  fecond  flight  Rellraint,  after  the  Nation  has 
l^cn  for  fometime  habituated  to  the  firft. 

^  That 
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*  That  the  Government  proceeds  by  thefeeafy  and  gentle  j^n,  x6.0coJ|; 
Methods  of  Reformation^  ought  not  to  be  imputed  toNegli-  1742. 
gence  but  Neceflity  ;  for  fo  far  has  the  Government  been 
horn  any  Connivance  at  this  Vice,  that  an  armed  Force  was 
neceilary  to  fnpport  the  Laws  which  were  made  to  reftrain  it, 
and  fecure  the  chief  Perfons  of  the  State  from  the  Infults  of 
the  Populace^  whom  they  had  only  provoked  by  denying 
them  tnis  pernicious  Liquor. 

'  Since  therefore,  my  Lords,  all  OppoCtion  to  this  pre- 
dominant Inclination  has  appeared  without  £ffe<5t ;  fince  the 
Government  evidently  wants  Power  g>  conquer  the  united 
and  inccllant  Struggles  for  the  Liberty  of  Drunkennefs  ; 
what  remains  but  that  this  Vice  fhould  produce  fome  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Publick,  in  Return  for  the  innumerable  evils 
whidrarife  from  it,  and  that  the  Govc;rnment  (hould  fnatch 
the  firft  Opportunity  of  taxing  that  Vice  wliich  cannot  be 
reformed  ? 

*  This  Duty  arifes,  indeed,  from  a  Concurrence  of  dif- 
'  ferent  Caufes,  of  juft  Defigns   in  the  Government,  and   of 

bad  Inclinations  in  the  People.  The  Tax  is  juft  and  well 
meant,  but  it  can  be  made  fuffici^nt  to  fupport  the  Expencca 
to  which  it  is  appropriated,  only  by  the  Refolution  of  the 
Populace  to  continue  in  fome  Degree  their  ufual  Luxury. 

'  I  am  far,  my  Lords,  from  Uiinking  this  Method  of 
raifing  Money  eligible  for  its  own  Sake,  or  juftifiable  by  any 
other  Plea  than  that  of  Nece/Iity.  If  it  were  poflible  at  once 
to  extinguifh  the  Third  of  Spirits,  no  Man  wno  had  any  Re« 
gard  for  Virtue,  or  for  Happinefs,  would  propofe  to  augment 
the  Revenue  by  a  Tax  upon  them, 

*  But,  my  Lords,  Rigourhas  been  already  tried,  and  found 
to  be  vain;  it  has  been  found  equally  fruitlefs  to  forbid  the    / 
People  to  ufe  Spirits  as  to  forbid  a  Man  in  a  Dropfy  to  drink.  / 
The  Force  of  Appetite  long  indulged,  and  by  Indulgence  ^ 
made  fuperior  to  the  Controul  of  Reafon,  is  not  to  be  over* 
come  at  once  ;  it  cannot  be  fubdued  by  a  fingle  Effort,  but 
may  be  weakened  ;  new  Habits  of  a  more  innocent  Kind 
may  in  Time  be  fuperinduced,  and  one  Defire  may  counter- 
balance another. 

'  We  muft  endeavour,  my  Lords,  by  juft  Degrees  to 
withdraw  their  Aflfedtions  from  this  pernicious  Enjoyment, 
by  making  the  Attainment  of  it  every  Year  (bmewhat  mora^ 
difficult ;  but  we  muft  not  quicken  their  Wifties  and  exafpe- 
rate  their  Refentment  by  depriving  them  at  once  of  their 
whole  Felicity.  By  this  Method,  my  Lords,  I  doubt  not 
but  we  (hall  obtain  what  we  have  hitherto  endeavoured  withF 
fo  little  Succefs ;  and  I  believe  that  tliougji,  in  open  Defi- 
ance 
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^n.  1$,  Geo.n.  ance  of  a*feverc  Law,  Spirits  are  now  fold  in  every  Street  of 

'    ^74»'  this  City,  a  gentle  Redraint  will,  in  a  (hortTime  divert  the 

^  "^*~    -^  Minds ot  the  People  to  other  Entertainments,  and  the  Vice 

of  drinking  Spirits  will  be  forgotten  among  us. 

Lord  Hervey  then   rofe   up  again,  and  fpoke  to  the  Ef!e<5l 
following  : 
My  Lords y 
l^td  Httvey.  €  Though  I  have  always  confidered  this   Bill  as  at  once 

wicked  and  abfurd,  I  imagined  till  now  that  the  Projedorb 
pf  it  would  have  been  able  to  have  argued,  at  leall,  ipeci- 
oufly,  though  not  foRdly,  in  Defence  of  it ;  nor  did  I  ima- 
gine it  to  have  been  wholly  indefenfibl^,  till  I  difcovered 
now  little  the  extenfive  Knowledge,  the  long  Experience, 
and  tlie  penetrating  Foreflglu  of  the  noble  Lord  wh^  (poke 
|aft,  enabled  him  to  produce  ip  Vindication  of  it. 

*  His  Lordfhip's  Argument  is  reducible  to  this  fingle  Af- 
fertion,  that  the  dfinking  diftilled  Liquors  cannot  be  pre- 
vented ;  and  from  thence  he  drew  this  Inference,  that  hnce 
it  is  a  Point  of  Wifdom  to  turn  Misfortunes  to  Advantage, 
we  ought  to  contrive  Methods  by  which  tlie  Debauchery 
pf  the  People  may  enrich  the  Government. 

*  Though  we  (hould  fuppofe  the  Aifertion  true  in  any 
Scnfe  below  that  of  abfolute  phylical  Impollibility,  the  Infe- 
rence is  by  no  Means  jull ;  Imce  it  is  the  Duty  of  Gover- 
nors to  (Iruggle  againlt  Vice,  and  promote  Virtue  with  in- 
ceifant  AfUduity,  notwithftanding  the  Difficulties  that  may 
for  a  Time  hinder  the  Succcfs  of  the  wifell  Meafurcs.  That 
Governor  who  defifts  from  his  Endeavours  of  Reformation, 
beeaufe  they  have  bieen  once  baffled,  in  reality  abandons  his 
Station,  and  deferts  his  Charge  ;  nor  deferves  any  other  Cha- 
rader  than  that  of  Lazincfs,  Negligence  or  Cowardice. 

'  The  Prefervation  of  Virtue  where  it  fubfifls,  and  the 
Recovery  of  it  where  it  is  loft,  are  the  only  valuable  Pur- 
pofes  of  Government.  Laws  which  do  not  promote  thefc 
Ends  are  ufelefs,  and  thofethat  obviate  them  are  pernicious. 
The  Government  that  takes  Advantage  of  wicked  Inclina- 
tions, by  Accident  predominant  in  the  People,  and,  for  any 
temporary  Convenience,  inftead  of  leading  them  back  to 
Virtue,  plunges  them  deeper  in  Vice,  is  no  longpr  a  facred 
Inditution,  beeaufe  it  is  no  longer  a  Benefit  to  Society.  It  is 
from  that  Time  a  Sy(tem  of  A\  ickedncfs,  in  which  bad  Ends 
are  promoicd  by  bad  Means,  and  one  Crime  operates  in  Su- 
bordination to  another. 

*  Rut,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  ncceiriry  to  fhew  theUrrea- 
fonablenefs  of  the  Inferences^    becauie   the  AiFcrtiou  from 

which 
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which  it  is  deduced  cannot  be  proved.     That  the  exceflive  Aji.  i6.Geo.  |3t. 
L'fc  of  diililled  Liquors  cannot  be  prevented,   is  a  very  da-  i74x, 

ring  Paradox,  not  only  contrary  to  the  Experience  of,  all 
pait  Times,  but  of  the  prefent ;  for  the  Law,  which  is  now 
to  be  repealed,  did  in  a  great  Degree  produce  the  EfFeds 
deflred  from  it,  till  the  Execution  of  it  was  fufpended,  not 
by  the  Inability  of  the  Magiftrates  or  Obdinacy  of  the  Peo- 
ple, but  by  the  Artifice  of  Miniflers  who  promoted  the  Sale 
of  Spirits  fccretly  for  the  fame  Reaibn,  which  incites  our 
prefent  more  daring  Politicians  to  cdablifh  the  Ufe  of  them 
by  a  Law. 

*  The  Defers  of  this  Law^  for  that  it  was  dcfe^ive  can- 
not be  denied,  were  in  the  Manner  of  levying  the«Duty  ; 
for  bad  half  the  Duty  that  was  demanded  from  the  unli- 
ccnied  Retailers,  been  required  from  the  Diftillcr,  there  had 
been  no  Need  of  Informations,  nor  had  we  been  dunned 
with  the  difinal  Accounts  of  the  Rage  and  Cruelty  of  the 
People,  or  the  violent  Deaths  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to 
grow  rich  by  commencing  Profecutions.  The  Duty  had 
been  regularly  paid,  the  Liquors  had  been  made  too  dear 
for  common  Ufe,  and  the  Name  of  Spirits  had  been  in  a  (hort 
Time  forgotten  amongft  us. 

*  From  this  Defedt,  my  Lords,  arofe  all  the  Difficulties 
and  Inconveniences  that  have  impeded  the  Execution  of  the 
Law,  and  prevented  the  EfFe<9:s  that  were  expeftcd  from  it, 
and  by  one  Amendment  they  might  be  all  removed. 

*  But,  inftead  of  ende.avouring  to  improve  the  Efficacy  of 
the  Remedy  which  was  before  propofed  for  this  univerfal 
Malady,  we  are  now  told  that  it  was  too  forcible  to  take 
Effeft,  and  that  it  only  failed  by  the  Vigour  pf  its  Opera- 
tion, We  are  informed,  that  the  Work  of  Reformation 
ought  not  to  be  difpatched  with  too  much  Expedition  ;  that 
Mankind  canno^pofGbhr  be  made  virtuous  at  once  ;  and  that 
they  muft  be  drawn  off  from  their  Habits  by  juft  Degrees, 
without  the  Violence  of  a  fudden  Change. 

*  What  Degrees  the  noble  Lord  propofes  to  recommend, 
or  what  Advantage  he  experts  from  alldVing  the  People  a 
longer  Time  to  confirm  their  Habits,  I  am  not  able  to  dif- 
cover.  He  appears  to  me  rather  to  propofe  an  Experiment 
than  a  Law  ;  and  rather  to  intend  the  Improvement  of  Po- 
licy than  the  Safety  of  the  People. 

*  This  Experiment  is,  indeed,  of  a  very  daring  Kind,  in 
whicb  not  only  the  Money  but  the  Lives  of  the  People  arc 
hazarded  :  Their  Money  has,  indeed,  in  all  Ages  been  fub- 
"ect  to  the  Caprices  of  Statefmen  ;  but   their  Lives  ought  to 

e  exempt  from  fuch  dangerous  Pradices  j  becanfe,   when 

onoe , 


i: 


C   218   > 

Ad.  16.  6ee.  U.  0"^^  fcft>  ^^7  can  never  be'  recovei-cd.  By  thi«  WH,  liow- 
1741.  ever,  it  is  contrived  to  lay  Poifon  in  the  Way  of  the  People, 
Ppifon  which  we  know  will  be  eagerly  devoured  by  a  Iburdi 
Part  of  the  Nation,  and  will  prove  fatal  to  a  great  Nnmber 
of  thofe  that  tafte  it  ;  nor  is  any  Defence  made  ofthisPro- 
jeft,  but,  that  fince  the  People  love  to  fwallow  Poilbn,  it 
may  beof  Advantage  to  the  Government  to  fell  it. 

*  It  might  not  be  improper,  n\y  Lords,  to  publifh  to  the 
Jpeople,  by  a  formal  Proclamation,  the  benevolent  Intentions 
of  their  Governors  ;  and  inform  them,  that  licenfed  Mur^ 
therers  are  to  be  appointed,  at  whofe  Shops  they  may  in- 
fallibly be  deftroyed,  without  any  Danger  of  legal  Ceumrcs, 
proviaed  they  take  Care  to  ufe  die  Poifon  prefcribcd  by  the 
Government,  and  encreafe  by  their  Death  the  publick  Re- 
venue. 

^  That  l\loncy  only  is  defired  from  this  Bill,  is  not  only 
obvious  from  the  firli  Ferufal  of  it,  but  confeifed  even  by 
thofe  who  defend  it  ;  but  not  one  has  continued  to  alTert, 
that  it  will  produce  a  Reformation  of  Manners  or  recom- 
mend it  otherwife  than  as  an  Experiment. 

'  For  this  ReAfon,  my  Lords,  1  ftill  think  my  Motion  for 
f)oftponing  the  Bill  very  rejfbnable  ;  nor  do  I  make  any 
Scrupld  to  confefs  that  I  propofe  by  poftponing,  only  a  more 
gentle  and  inoffi^nGve  Method  of  dropping  it,  that  fomcother 
Way  of  raifing  the  Supplies  may  be  attempted,  or  that  the 
Duty  may  be  raifed  to  three  Shillings  a  Gallon  ;  the  lowcft 
Tax  that  can  be  laid  with  a  Defign  of  Reformation. 

^  This  Method,  my  Lords,  or  any  other  by  which  another 
Bill  may  be  procured,  (hould  be  purfued  ;  fbr  whatever 
Scheme  the  Commons  may  fubftitute,  the  Nation  can  fuffer 
nothing  by  the  Change,  they  cannot  raife  Money  in  any 
other  Manner,  with  more  Injury  to  the  Publick  ;  fince,  the 
greateft  Calamity  which  wrong  Meafures  ctn  poflibly  pro- 
duce, is  the  Propagation  of  Wickednefs,  and  the  Eftabiifti^ 
ment  of  Debauchery.  ^ 

The  Earl  of  Bath  then  fpokein  Subftance  as  follows : 
My  LorJy, 
Bad  of  -Bath.  '  That  this  Bill  is,  with  great  Propriety,  called  an  Expe* 
riment,  I  am  ready  to  allow,  but  do  not  think  the  JullneM 
of  thatExpreffion  any  forcible  Argument  againft  it ;  becaufe 
I  know  not  any  Law  that  can  bepropofed  for  the  fame  End, 
without  equally  dcfcrving  the  fame  Appellation. 

*  \I1  the  Schemes  of  Government,  my  Ixjrds,  have  hern 
perfcrtcd  hy  How  Degrees,  and  the  l>re<5ls  of  every  Regiila- 
ticj-^upfJicd  by  the  VVifdora  of  riicceHive  Ceneratjon>.   No 

Man 
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Man  has  yet  been  fonnd,  whofe  Difccrnment,  however  pfe- An.  i6. 6eo.  11. 
netradng,  has  enabled  him  to  difcover  all  the  Confequcnccs  ,     J7^ 
of  a  new  Law,  nor  to  perceive  all  the  Fallacies  that  it  in-        ^ 
eludes,  or  all  the  Inconveniences  that  it  may  produce  ;  the 
iirft  Eflay  of  a  new  Regulation  is  therefore  only  an  Experi- 
ment made,  in  fome  Degree,  at  Random  ;  aiul  to  be  recti- 
fied by  fubfequent  Obfervations,  in  making  which,  the  inoft 
prudent  Condudl  is  only  to  take  Care  that  it  may  produce 
no  ill  Confequences  of  great  Importance,  before  there  may 
be  an  Opportunity  of  reviewing  it 

'  This  Maxim,  my  Lords,  is,  in  my  Opinion,  flri£My  re- 
garded in  the  prefent  Attempt,  which  in  itfelf  is  an  Affair  of 
very  great  Perplexity.  The  Health  ancf  Virtue  of  the  Peo- 
ple are  to  be  regarded  on  one  Part,  and  the  Continuance  of 
a  very  gainful  and  extenfive  Manufacture  on  the  other ;  a 
Manufacture  by  which  only,  or  chiefly,  the  Produce  of  our 
own  Nation  is  employ 'd  ;  and  on  which,  therefore,  the  Va- 
lue of  Lands  muft  very  much  depend. 

*  ManufiiCtures  of  this  Kind,  my  Lords,  ought  never  to  be 
violently  or  fuddenly  fupprefs'd  ♦.  If  thev  are  pernicious  to 
the  Nation  in  general,  they  are  at  lead  ufeful  to  a  very  great 
Part,  and  to  fome  who  have  no  other  Employment,  necefla- 
ry  ;  and  in  a  Defign  of  putting  a  Stop  to  any  detrimental 
Trade,  Care  is  always  to  be  taken,  that  the  Inconvenience 
exceed  not  the  Benefit,  and  Time  be  allowed  for  thofe  that 
are  engaged  in  it  to  wididraw  to  fome  other  Bufincfs  ;  and  for 
the  Commodities  that  are  confumed  by  it,  to  be  introduced 
at  fome  other  Market,  or  directed  to  fome  other  Ufe. 

<  Thefc  Cautions  are  in  this  Bill  very  jnaiciouflv  o»>ferv'i. 
The  Trade,  which  all  allow  to  adminifter  Supplies  to  De- 
bauchery, and  Fuel  to  Difeafes,  will,  by  the  Provifions  in 
this  Bill,  fink  away  by  Degrees,  and  the  Health  and  Virtue 
of  the  People  will  be  prefcrvcd  or  reftored  without  Murmurs 
or  Commotions. 

'  We  muft  confider  likewifc,  my  Lords,  the  KecefHty  of 
raifing  Supplies,  and  the  Succefs  with  which  they  have  hi- 
therto been  raifed  upon  the  Scheme  which  is  now  under 
your  Confideration. 

*  In  examining  the  NecelTity  of  procn ring  Supplies,  IfhaU 
not  expatiate  upon  the  prefent  Danger  of  the  Liberties  of  all 
this  Part  of  the  World  ;  upon  the  Diftrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Juflriay  the  Neceffity  of  preferving  the  Balance  of  Power, 

or 

*  See  his  LonJfliip's  Speech  when  a  Member  of  the  Hoofc  of  Com- 
mons, awinftSlr  Jofcph  Jcl:yU*s  Motion  f^r  bringing  in  the  Aa,  the 
Repeal  whereof  is  the  Sabjca  of  the  prefent  Debate,  in  Ckanvlbb  9 
Hiftdiy  of  the  Honfcof  Commoos,  Anno  9,  George  II. 
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An.  i6.  Geo«  n.  or  the  apparent  Defigns  of  the  ancient  and  inceOant  Di(br- 
^742.         bers  of  Mankind  ;  Topicks  'which  have  been  on  former  Oc- 
caiions  fufiiciently  explained. 

*  It  is  now  only  neceflary  to  obfen'e,  that  the  State  of 
our  Affairs  requires  Expedition,  and  that  a  happy  Peace  can 
only  be  expe<ftcd  from  a  fuccefsflil  War,  and  that  War  can 
only  be  made  fuccefsful  by  Vigour  and  Difpatch. 

*  If  by  liberal  Grants  of  Money,  and  ready  Concurrence 
in  all  neceffary  Meafures,  we  enable  his  Majefty  to  raife  a 
powerful  Army,  there  is  no  Reafon  to  doubt  that  a  finale 
Campaign  may  produce  Peace,  that  it  may  eftablifh  tlie  Li- 
berties of  Europe,  and  raife  our  Allies  who  were  fo  lately  di- 
ftrcfs'd,  to  their  fbrmer  Greatnefs. 

*  Thefe  Suppjjes,  my  Lords,  which  are  fo  evidently  nc- 
cefFary,  may,  by  the  Method  now  propofed,  be  eadly,  fpecdi- 
ly,  and  cheaply  raifed.  Upon  the  Security  which  this  Act 
will  afford,  large  Sums  are  already  offered  to  theCovemnient 
at  the  low  Intereft  of  three  per  Cent,  by  thofe  who,  if  the 
Conditions  of  the  Loan  are  changed,  will  pcrh.:ps  demand 
four  in  a  few  Dav's,  or  raife  Money  by  a  Combinattou  to  the 
Rate  of  five  or  fix.  I  need  not  remark  how  much  this  uill 
cmbarrafs  the  publick  Meafiires,  or  bow  much  it  will  encou- 
rage our  £nemies  to  an  obflinatc  RefiiVance. 

'  Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  Inconveniences  to  be  feared 
from  rejedling  this  Bill,  or  from  poftponing  it,  by  which  is^ 
plainly  intended  only  a  more  gentle  and  tender  Manner  of 
reje^ing  it ;  by  hinting  to  the  Commons  your  Difapprobaii- 
on  of  it,  and  the  Neceflity  of  fending  up  another,  which  you 
cannot  do  without  hazarding  the  Peace  of  the  Nation  and 
the  Fate  of  the  War. 

^  The  Commons  who  are  not  oblig'd  to  enquire  what  Re» 
ception  their  Bills  find  here,  may  perhaps  not  immediately 
preoare  another,  but  fuffer  Time  to  elapfe,  till  Neceflity 
fhall  oblige  us  to  comply  with  thofe  Meafures  which  we  can- 
not approve. 

*  They  may  likewife,  by  a  Kind  of  Parliamentary  Craft, 
elude  all  our  Precautions,  and  make  the  rejeding  of  the  Bill 
ineffe<5tual,  as  was  once  done,  when  a  Bill  for  a  Tax  upon 
Leather  was  rejcdled  ;  the  Commons,  determining  not  to 
be  diredled  in  the  Methods  of  raifmg  Money,  fent  up  the 
fame  Bill  with  only  a  fmall  Alteration  of  the  Title,  to  lay  a 
Duty  upon  tann'd  Hides,  which  the  Lords  were,  for  Want 
of  Time,  obliged  to  pafs. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  fhould  the  other  Houfe  difcover  in  this 
fingle  Inftance,  any  uncommon  Degree  of  Flexibility  ^^^^ 
Complaifance,  fhould  they  pariently  cndur^  the  reje^ing  of 
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the  Bill,  admit  the  Validity  of  the  Keafons  apon  which  your  An,  i6.  Geo^Ji* 
LordHiips  have  proceeded ,  and  willingly  engage  in  drawing         i74a* 
up  a  new  Scheme  for  raidng  Supplies  ;  even  upon  this  Suppo-  V^  •'^-■■•J 
iition,  which  is  more  favourable  than  can  reaibnably  be 
formed,  the  Buiinefs  of  the  Year  will  be  very  much  perplex- 
ed, and  the  new  Bill  hurried  into  a  Law  without  lufEcient 
Caution  or  Deliberation. 

*  The  Sellion  is  now,  my  Lords,  fo  far  advanced,  that        * 
many  of  the  Commons  have  retir'd  into  the  Country,  whofe 
Advice  and  Affiftancc  may  be  neceflary  in  the  ProjeAion  o£ 

a  new  Money  Bill,  fo  that  the  new  Bill  mud  be  form'd  in  a 
(hort  Time  and  a  thin  Hoofe  ;  and  indeed  the  Multiplicity 
of  Confiderations  neccITary  to  another  Bill  of  this  Kind  is 
fucb,  that  I  cannot  think  it  prudent  to  advife  or  undertake  it. 

*  The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  muft  ftrike  out  ano- 
ther Scheme  for  a  confiderable  Impoft,  which  in  the  prefcnt 
State  of  the  Nation,  is  in  itfelf  no  eafy  Tafk.  This  Scheme 
muil  be  fo  adjured  as  to  be  confiftent  with  ail  the  other 
Taxes,  which  will  require  long  Confulutions  and  accurate 
Inqairies.  It  muft  then  ftruggle  perhaps  through  an  obftinate 
and  artful  OppoCtion,  before  it  can  pafs  through  the  Forms 
of  the  other  Houfe,  and  when  it  comes  before  your  Lord- 
Hilps,  may  be  oppofed  with  no  lefs  Zeal  than  the  Bill  be- 
fore us,  and  perhaps  likewife  with  equal  Reafon. 

*  All  thefe  Dangers  and  Difficulties  will  be  avoided,  by 
trying,  for  a  fingle  Year,  the  Experiment  which  is  now 
propofed  ;  and  which,  if  that  fhould  fail,  may  be  better  ad- 
julledin  the  Time  of  Leifurc,  which  the  Beginning  of  the 
next  Seflion  will  undoubtedly  afford  ;  before  which  Time  I 
am  afraid  no  Amendment  can  poflibly  be  made. 

*  It  has  been  propofed  inaeed  by  the  noble  Lord,  that 
three  Shillings  (hould  be  laid  upon  every  Gallon  of  diftilPd 
Liquors,  which  would  undoubtedly  leiTen  the  Confumption, 
bat  would  at  the  fame  Time  deftroy  the  Trade  ;  a  Trade 
from  which  large  Profits  may  be  in  Time  gained  ;  (Ince  our 
Diftillers  have  now  acquired  ft^h Skill,  that  the moft  delicate 
Palate  cannot  diftinguifh  their  Liquors  from  thofe  which  Fo* 
reigners  import. 

*  If  the  Duty  be  raifed  to  the  Heighth  propofed,  it  muft 
be  allowed  to  be  re-paid  for  all  that  ftiall  be  exported  ;  other- 
wiie  Foreign  Nations  will  deprive  us  of  this  Part  of  our 
Trade  ;  and  it  has  been  already  (hewn,  that  by  mock  Ex- 
portations  the  Duty  may  be  frequently  evaded, 

'  Thus,  my  Lords,  there  will  be  Difficulties  on  either 
Hand;  if  a  Duty  fo  high  be  paid,  the  Manufacturer  will  be  /.      //   /     ico^ 

ruined,  if  it  be  evaded,  the  Confumption  will  be  leifened.        /-A  MirUA  i^f  ^ 
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An.G«o.  16. 11.  '  One  Inconvenience  will  eafily  be  difcover'd  to  be  the 
»r4»'«  neccirary  Confequencc  of  any  confiderable  Advance  of  the 
'  Price.  We  may  be  certain  that  an  A&  of  Parliament  wilJ 
not  mode'rate  the  Paffions,  or  alter  the  Appetites  of  the  Peo- 
ple )  and  that  they  will  not  belefsdefirousof  their  ufual  Gra- 
tifications, becaule  they  are  denied  them.  The  Poor  may 
inctced  yield  to  Neceffity,  unlefs  they  find  themlelves  able  to 
relift  the  Law,  or  to  evade  it,  but  thofc  who  can  aflbrd  to 
pleafe  their  Ta(^e,  at  a  greater  Expence,  will  ftill  riot  as 
before,  but  with  this  Difference,  that  their  Excefles  will 
produce  no  Advantage  to  the  Publick. 

'  If  an  additional  Duty  of  three  Shillings  be  laid  upon  ex-e- 
ry  Gallon  of  diftill'd  Liquors,  the  Produdl  of  our  own  Diftil- 
lery  will  be  dearer  than  thofe  Liquors  which  are  imported 
from  Foreign  Parts  ;  and  therefore  it  cannot  bat  be  expeded 
that  the  Money  which  now  circulates  amongft  us,  will  in  a 
fhort  Time  be  clandeftinely  carried  into  other  Countries. 

'  Such,  my  Lords,  will  be  theEffedl  of  thofeTaxes  which 
are  fo  Itrongly  reconmicnded  ;  and  therefore  they  ought  not 
to  be  impofed  till  all  other  Methods  of  Proceeding  have  been 
found  ineffedtual. 

'  It  is  pofGblc  indeed  that  the  Regulation  (pecified  in  this 
BUI,  may  not  produce  any  beneficial  EffeQ. ;  and  that  the 
prefent  Pradlice  of  Debauchery  may  ftill  continue  among  the 
People  ;  but  it  is  fikewife  pofiible  that  this  Tax  may,  by  en- 
creafing  the  Price>  augment  the  Revenue  at.  the  fame  Time 
that  it  lefTens  the  Conlumption. 

^  This  Propofal  has  by  fome  Lordi  been  treated  as  a  Pa- 
radox ;  but  they  certainly  fufpc^ed  it  of  Falfhood,  only  for 
Want  of  Patience  to  form  the  Calculations  neceflary  in  fuch 
Difquifitions.  The  Tax  of  the  lad  Year  amounted  to 
170,000 1,  This  Tax  is  now  doubled,  fo  that  the  fame  Quan- 
tity would  prOihjce  340,0001.  but  if  one  third  left  flionld  be 
confumed,  the  prelent  Ta^  will  amount  to  no  more  than 
220,000 1.  and  when  5p,ooo  Licences  are  added,  the  Reve- 
nue wrll  gain  100,000 1.  though  one  third  Part  of  the  Con- 
famption  fhould  be  hindered. ' 

*  But,  my  Lord%  fuppofing  no  Part  of  the  Conlumption 
hindered,  I  cannot  think  that  Bill  (hould  be  rejedted,  which 
in  a  Time  of  Danger  like  the  prefent,  ihall  add  to  the  public 
Revenue  an  annual  Income  of  more  than  200,000 1.  without 
lefiening  any  Manufadhire,  witliout  burthening  any  ufefol 
or  virtuous  Part  of  the  Nation,  and  without  giving  Ac  Icafl 
Occafion  to  any  Murmurs  among  the  People. 

'  It  is  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  whatever  Cor- 
fuption  (hall  prevail  amongft  us,  U  cannot  be  impnced  to  this 

Kll^ 
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Bill,  which  did  notmake,  but  found  the  Nation  vMated>  and  An.  16.  Geo,  th 
only  turned  their  Vices  to  pubKck  Advantage ;   fo  that  if  it        ^1^'      » 
produces  any  Diminution  of  the  Sale  of  Spirits^  it  is  indif-  ^  ~.f~"J 
putabiy  to  be  applauded  as  nronioting  Virtue.     If  the  Sale  of 
S|>irits  ftill  continues  the  (ame,  it  will  deferve  fome  Degree 
oFCornmendation^  as  it  will,  at  leaft,  not  contribute  to  the 
Incrcafe  of  Vice,  and  as  it  will  augment  the  Revenue  without 
injuring  the  People  ;    for  how,  my  Lords,  can  we  be  cen- 
fured  for  only  fufPering  the  Nation  to  continue  in  the  State 
we  found  it  ? 

Then  Lord  Toliot  flood  np  andipoke  as  follows  1 
Mj  Lords, 

*  If  we  confider  the  Tendency  of  the  Argnmcnt  uicd  by  toraTalbau 
die  noble  Lord,  the  only  Argument  on  which  he  appears  to 

lay  any  Strcfs,  it  will  prove,  if  it'  proves  any  Thing,  what 
cannot  be  admitted  by  yourLprdfhips,  without  bidding  fare- 
u-ell  to  Independency,  and  acknowledging  that  you  are  only 
the  Subftitutes  of  a  higher  Power. 

*  It  appears  by  the  Tenor  of  his  Reafoning,  that  he  con- 
iiders  this  Houfe  as  only  oblig'd,  in  Queftions  relating  to 
Supplies,  to  ratify  the  Determinations  of  the  other,  to  fub- 
mit  implicitly  to  their  Diftates,  and  receive  their  Sovereign 
Commands,  without  daring  either  to  refufe  Compliance,  or 
delay  it. 

^  If  we  join  the  Reafoning  of  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  • 
laft  to  diat  of  one  who  fpoke  before  in  Favour  of  the  Bill^ 
we  (hall  be  able  to  difcover  the  fuU  Extent  of  our  Power  on 
theie  Occafions ;  the  firft  was  pleafed  to  inform  us,  that  th6' 
we  were  at  Liberty  to  examine  the  Paragraphs  of  this  Bill, 
we  had  bo  Right,  at  leaft  no  Power  to  amend  them  ;  becauie 
in  Money-Bills,  the  Commons  left  us  no  other  Choice  than 
that  of  pafCng  or  rejedtin^  them. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  might  have  been  thought  a  fufHcient 
Contradion  of  thofe  PrivOeges  which  your  Anceftors  tranf- 
mitted  to  you;  and  the  Commons  neected  to  have  deHred  no 
farther  Conceflions  from  this  Houfe,  fince  this  was  a  publick 
Confeffionofa  fiibordinate State,  and  admitted,  either  that 
Part  of  our  ancient  Rights  had  been  given  up,  orthat  we  were 
at  prcfent  too  much  deprefled  to  dare  to  aflcrt  them. 

*  We  BHghty  however,  (BH  comfort  ourfelves  with  the 
peaceful  and  uncontefted  Pofleflion  of  the  Alternative;  wc 

might  fHU  believe  that  what  we  could  not  approve,    wc    -  ^ 

might  tefeA,  without  irritating   the  Commons.     But  now, 
my  Loras,  a  new  Dodrine  hath  been  vented  among  us ;  we 
told,  not  only  that  we  mud  not  amend  a  Moncy^Bill, 

but 
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Ah.  x6.  Geo.  II.  ^^*  ^'^^*  ^^  ^^'^  ^  *°  "^  Purpofe  to  rejcd  it,  for  that   the 
*  1742.  other  Houfe  wiJJ  fend  it  again  without  altering  any  Thing 

but  the  Title,  and  force  it  upon  us  when  there  is  no  Tinie 
for  any  other  Expedient. 

*  If  this,  my  Lords,  ftiould  be  done,  I  know  not  how 
the  Bill  might,  at  its  fecond  Appearance,  be  received  by 
other  Lords  ;  for  my  t*art,  I  fliould  vote  immediately  for 
reje<fting  it,  without  any  alleviating  or  mollifying  Expedi- 
ents. I  fhould  rejedl  it,  my  Lords,  even  on  the  laifl  Day  of 
the  Seflioil,  without  -any  Regard  to  the  pretended  Neccffit}'  of 
railing  Supplies,  and  without  fuffering  myielf  to  be  terrified 
into  Compliance  by  the  Danger  of  the  Houfe  of  ^uftria  ; 
for  though  I  think  the  Balance  of  Power  on  the  Continent 
necelfary  to  be  preferved,  at  the  Hazard  of  a  Fleet  or  an 
Army,  I  cannot  think  it  of  equal  Importance  to  us,  with 
the  Equipoife  of  our  own  Government ;  nor  can  I  conceive 
it  my  Duty  to  enflave  myfelf  to  fecure  the  Freedom  of 
another. 

'  The  Danger,  therefore,  of  difgufling  the  Commons,  at 
this  or  any  other  Jun<^ture,  (hall  never  influence  me  to  a 
tame  ReHgnation  of  the  Privileges  of  our  own  Houfe  ;  nor 
(hall  I  willingly  allow  any  Force  to  thofe  Arguments  which 
are  intended  only  to  operate  upon  our  Fears ;  and  therefore, 
unlefs  there  fhall  appear  fome  better  Plea  in  favour  of  this 
£ill,  I  fhall  think  it  my  Duty  to  oppofe  it. 

<  The  other  Plea  is  the  Difficulty,  or  in  the  Stile  of  the 
noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  thelmpoflibility  of  railing  Sup- 
plies by  any  other  Method.  That  it  is  not  eafy  to  raiie 
Supplies  by  any  new  Tax  in  a  Nation,  where  almoft  all  the 
Necelfaries  of  Life  are  loaded  with  Imports,  muft  be  readily 
allowed  ;  but  that  it  is  impoffible,  the  Folly  of  the  People, 
U'hich  is  at  leafl  equal  to  their  Poverty,  will  not  fuffer  me  to 
grant. 

*  One  other  Expedient,  at  leafl,  has  been  already  difco- 
vered  by  the  wonderful  Sagacity  of  our  new  Minifters ;  an 
Expedient  which  they  cannot,  mdeed,  claim  the  Honour  of 
inventing,  but  which  appears  fb  conformable  to  the  reft  of 
tlieir  ConduA,  and  fo  agreeable  to  their  Principlef,  that  I 
doubt  not  but  they  will  very  often  pradlife  it,  if  the  Conti- 
nuance of  their  Power  be  long  enough  to  admit  of  a  full  Dif- 
play  of  their  Abilities. 

'  Amidft  their  Tendernefs  for  our  Manufactures,  aodtbor 
Regard  for  Commerce,  they  have  ellablifhed  a  Lottery  for 
8pp,ooo  1.  by  which  they  not  only  take  Advantage  of  an 
Inclination  too  predominant,  an  Inclination  to  grow  rich 
rather  by  a  lucky  Hazard  than  fuccefsfui  Jnduilry  ;  but  give 
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up  the  People  a  Prey  to  Stock-jobbers,  Ufiircrs  and  Brokers  An.i6.  Geo.M« 
of  Tkkcts,  who  will  plunder  them  without  Mercy,   by  the        ^Jf—. 
Encouragement  of  thofe,  by  whom  it  might  be  hoped  that  '^"'^'^~'  -^ 
they  would  be  proteded  from  Plunderers. 

*  All  Lotteries,  my  Lords,  are  Games  which  are  not  more 
honed  or  more  ufeful  for  being   legal  ;  and   the  Objedion 
which  has  been  made  to  all  other  Games,  and  which  has      J* 
never  yet  been  ^nfwered,  will  be  found  equally  valid   when 
applied  to  them.     They  engrofs  that  Attention  which  might 

be  employed  in  improving  or  extending  our  ManufaAures  ; 
they  iwailow  that  Money  which  might  circulate  in  ufeful 
Trade  ;  they  give  the  Idle  and  the  Diligent  an  equal  Pro- 
fpcd  of  Riches  ;  and  by  conferring  unexpedted  Wealth  upon 
thofe  who  never  defcrved  it,  and  know  not  how  to  ufe  it, 
thev  promote  Extravagance  and  Luxury,  Infolcnce  and  J^ 
Diltblutenefs. 

*  But  thefe  Confequences,  my  Lords,  and  a  Thoufand 
others  equally  important,  equally  formidable,  may  be  obje^- 
ed  without  EfTedt,  againft  any  Scheme  by  which  Money  will 
be  ralfed  ;  Money  !  the  only  End  at  which  our  Minifters 
haye4aimed  for  almofl  half  a  Century  ;  Money  !  by  which 
only  they  have  preferved  the  Favour  of  the  Court,  and  the 
Obedience  of  the  Parliament ;  Money  J  which  has  fupplied 
the  Place  of  VVifiiom  at  one  Time,  and  of  Courage  at  ano- 
ther. 

*  To  gain  Money,  my  Lords,  tliey  have  injured  'I'rade, 
by  efUbliOiing  a  Lottery  ;  and  they  are  now  about  to  facri- 
fice  the  Health  and  Virtue  of  the  People  to  the  Prefervation 
of  a  Trade,  by  which  Money  may  be  farnifhed  to  the  Go- 
vernmcnt :  This,  my  Lords,  is  their  only  De£gn,  however 
they  may  a^,  or  whatever  they  may  profefe.  If  they  endea- 
vour toprotcA  either  the  Trade  or  Lives  of  the  People,  it  is 
only  becaufe  they  expert  a  Continuance  of  Taxes  from  them; 
and  when  more  defperate  Meafures  are  neceifary  for  the  fame 
Purpofes,  they  ruin  their  Trade  by  one  Projeft,  and  dcftroy 
their  Lives  by  another. 

Lord  Londfdale  fpoke  next  to  this  EfFed  : 
My  Lcrdsy 

*  It  is  not  without  the  utmoft  Grief  and  Indignation,  that  lotJ  LohdfdaW. 
I  find  this  Houfe  confidered  by  fome  who  have  fpoken  in 
Vindication  of  this  Bill,  as  obliged  to  comply  withevery  Pro- 

pofal   fent  up  by  the  Commons  for  railing  Money,  however 
Jeftrudive  to  the  Publick,  or  however  contrary  to  the  Dic- 
tates of  our  Confcience,  or  Convidlions  of  ourReafon. 
'  What  is  this,  my  I^rds,  but  once  more  to  vote  our- 
Vot.VIIL    Pan  2.        Ff  ^vcf 
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kk.  tS.6ee.H.  ^Ivcs  ufclcfs  ?  What  but  to  be  the  firft  tfiat  (hall  deftroy  tfafc 
I741,         Conftitution  of  the  Government,  and  give  np  that  Liberty 
V-  ^'^  mj  vrhich  our  Anccftor^  eftablilhed  ? 

*  That  this  is  really  the  Defign  of  any  of  the  noble  Lords, 
who  have  fpoken  irv  Vindication  of  the  Bill,  and  have  affcrt- 

'  ed  the  NecciTity  of  pafling  it,  without  any  Attempts  to  a- 
mend  it,  I  am  very  far  from  affirming ;  but  certainly,  my 
Lords,  this,  and  this  only,  is  the  Confcqnencc  of  dieir  Po- 
fitions,  with  whatever  Intention  they  may  have  advanced 
them  ;  for  how,  my  Lords,  can  we  call  ourfelves  indepen- 
dent, if  we  are  to  receive  the  Commands  of  the  odier  Houfe  ? 
Or  with  what  Propriety  can  we  aflume  the  Title  of  Legifla- 
tors,  if  we  are  to  pafs  a  Bill  like  this  without  Examination  ? 

*  The  BiJI  now  before  Us,  my  Lords,  is  of  the  utmoft 
Importance  to  the  Happinefs  of  that  Nation,  whofe  Wcl6re 
we  have  hitherto  been  imagined  to  (uperintend.  In  this  Bill 
are  involved  not  only  the  Trade  and  Riches,  but  the  Lives 
and  Morals  of  the  Britijb  People  ;  nor  can  we  fuffer  it  to 
f  afs  unexamined,  without  betraying  the  >*'ation  to  Wickcd- 
ncfg  and  Deftruclion. 

'  Should  we,  on  this  Occafion,  fuffer  ourfelves  to  bt  de- 
graded from  Legiflators  to  Meflengcrs  from  the  Comnons 
to  the  Throne ;  fhould  we  be  content  only  to  tranfhiit  the 
Laws  which  we  ought  to  amend,  and  refign  ourlelves  op 
implicitely  to  the  Wifdom  of  thofe  whom  we  have  fonnerly 
confidered  as  our  Inferiors,  I  know  not  for  what  Purpofc  we 
fit  here.  It  would  be  my  Advice  thar  we  fhould  no  longer 
attempt  to  preferve  the  Appearance  of  Power,  when  we  have 
Joft  the  Subftance,  or  fubmit  to  fhare  the  Drudgery  of  Go- 
vernment without  partaking  of  the  Authority. 

'  The  Time  of  fuch  Defpair  is,  indeed,  not  yet  amved; 
but  every  Kti  of  ftrvile  Compliance  will  bring  it  nearer ; 
and,  therefore,  my  Lords,  for  the  Sake  of  ourfeTves,  as  well 
as  of  the  People,  I  join  in  the  noble  Lord's  Motion  for  re- 
fuming  the  Houfe,  that  farther  Information  may  be  ob- 
tained both  by  ourfclves,  by  the  Commons,  and  by  the 
Nation.' 

The  Duke  o(  Nr^vcaftle  then  rofe,  and  fpoke  to  the  following 
Effeifl. 
My  Lordsy 
H.  tf  Newtaftle.      '  I  believe  no  Lord  in  this  Houfe  is  more  zealous  for  the 
Advantage  of  the  Publick  than  myfelf,  or  more  defirous  to 
preferve  the  Lives,  or  amend  the  Morals  of  the  People  ;  but 
I  cannot  think,  that  this  Charaftcr  can  juflly  imply  any 
liiflike  of  the  Bill  now  before  u«, 

c  If 
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'  If  I  SkoM  admit  what  tfaenoble  Lord  has  aflerted^  that  An.  16.  Geo.  IL 
the  Livc»  and  Morals  of  tlie  People  are  affeded  by  this  Bill,         »74»- 
I  cannot  yet  fee  that  his  Inference  is  juft,  or  that  our  Com*  " 
pliance  with  the  Motion  is,  tlierefore,  neceflary. 

^  That  ander  tlie  prefent  Regulation  the  Miicries  of  the 
Nation  are  every  Day  eacreafcd  ;  that  Corruption  fpread^ 
every  Day  wider^  and  Debauchery  makes  greater  Havock, 
is  confeiled  on  all  Sides ;  and,  therefore,  I  can  difcover  no 
Reafbn  for  continuing  the  Laws  in  their  prefent  State,  not* 
can  think,  that  we  ought  to  decline  any  Experiment  by 
which  that  Diforder,  whicJi  cannot  be  encreafed,  may  pofll-' 
bly  be  leflened. 

'  It  is  confeded  by  the  noble  Lords  who  declare  their  Ap- 
probation of  the  Motion  for  poftponing  the  Confideration  of 
this  Bill,  that  they  intend  nothing  icCs  than  a  gentle  and  tacit 
Manner  of  dropping  it;  by  fliewing  the  Commons  that,  though 
to  avoid  Offence,  they  do  not  abl'olutely  rejcd  it,  ycr  they 
cannot  approve  it,  and  will  not  pafs  it;  and  that,  tliercfore, 
the  Keceffity  of  railing  Supplies  rcauires  that  another  Bill 
ihonld  be  formed,  not  liable  to  the  fame  Objections. 

*  ThcConfequences  of  this  Procedure,  my  Lords,  can  only 
be,  that  dther  the  Commons  will  form  another  Bill  for  raif* 
ing  Money;  or  that  they  will  fend  up  this  again,  with  a  new 
Title,  and  foch  flight  Alterations  as  not  the  Harpinefs  of 
the  Nation,  but  the  Forms  of  Parliament,  demand, 

*  If,  in  Return  for  our  Endeavours  to  reform  a  Bill  of 
which  they  think  themfelves  the  only  coniUtutional  Judges, 
they  (honld  fend  it  again  with  only  another  Title ;  what, 
my  Lords,  fhall  we  procure  by  the  Delay,  but  a  new  Occa- 
fion  of  Murmurs  andDifconteut,  a  new  Confirmation  of  the 
Power  of  the  Commons,  and  an  Eflablifhment  of  Parliamen- 
tary Chicanery,  at  once  pernicious  to  the  Publick,  and  igno- 
minious to  ourfelves  ? 

*  That  ^he  Commons,  in  fending  back  a  Bill  that  has 
been  rejefled  in  this  Houfe,  with  only  a  Change  in  the  Title, 
ad  contrary  to  the  End  of  Parliamentary  Inflitution,  though 
confif^ntly  with  their  external  Forms,  cannot  be  denied  i 
But  as  each  Houfe  is  without  any  Dependence  on  the  other, 
fach  Deviations  from  the  Principles  of  our  Conftitution^ 
however  injurious  to  our  Authority,  or  however  detrimental 
to  the  Nation,  cannot  be  punifhed,  nor  otherwife  prevented 
than  by  Caution  and  Prudence. 

'  If,  therefore,  the  Commons,   as  they  have  formerly 
done,  fhould  return  the  Bill  without  Alteration,  we  fhall  only 
have  impaired  our  own  Authority,  and  (haken  the  Founda- 
tions of  our  Government,  by  a  fruitlcfs  bppofition.    Nor 
Ff  a  fhatt 
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An.  i6.  Ceo.  !!•  ^^^  ^*  8^'"*  *^y  Advantage,  though  they  (honld  comply 
174a.  with  our  Expeftation,  and  employ  the  little  Time  that  re- 
mainsy  in  contriving  a  new  Tax  ;  for  Corruption  mail  then 
proceed  without  Oppofition,  the  People  muft  grow  every  Day 
more  vicious,  and  Debauchery  will,  in  a  (hort  Time,  grow 
loo  general  to  be  fupprtfled. 

*  With  regard  to  the  Bill  before  us,  the  only  Qpeftion 
that  is  necefTary  or  proper,  is,  whether  it  will  promote  or 
hinder  the  Confumption  of  diftilled  Liquors  ?  For,  as  to  the 
Eflfedls  of  thofe  Liquors,  thofe  that  vindicate,  and  thatoppoie 
this  Bill,  are  of  the  fame  Opinion ;  and  all  will  readily  allow, 
that  if  the  Law  now  propofed  (hall  be  found  to  eocreale  the 
.Confumption  which  it  was  intended  to  dimini(h,it  onght  im- 
mediately to  be  repealed,  as  deftru6livc  to  the  Peo|uc,  and 
contrary  to  the  End  for  which  it  was  defigned  ;  biit  if  the 
additional  Duties  fhall  produce  any  Degree  of  Reflraint,  if 
they  (hall  hinder  the  Confumption,  even  of  a  very  finallPart, 
I  think  it  muflbe  allowed  that  theProvifions  are  juftand  uie- 
ful,  fince  it  has  already  appeared  that  this  Vice  is  too  deep- 
ly rooted  to  be  :om  up  at  once  ;  and  that,  therefore,'  it  is  to 
be  pruned  away  only  by  imperceptible  Degrees. 

'  Whether  the  Provifions  now  offered  in  the  Bill n^^t  not 
admit  of  Improvements,  whether  fome  other  more  efficacious 
Expedients  might  not  be  difcovered  ;  and  whether  tb^  Duties 
might  not  be  railed  yet  higher,  with  more  Advantage  to  the 
Publick,*  may  undoubtedly  admit  of  long  Dlfputes  and  deep 
Inquiries  ;  but  for  thefe  Inquiries  and  Difputes,  iny  Lords, 
there  is,  at  prefent,  no  Time  :  The  Affairs  of  the  Continent 
require  our  immedi;ite  Interpofition,  the  general  Op|Nre(fbrs 
of  the  Weftern  World  are  now  endeavouring  to  extend  their 
Dominions,  and  exalt  thdr  Power  beyond  the  PoffibUity  of 
future  Oppolition ;  and  our  Allies,  who  were  (^rugj^ng  a- 
gainfl  them,  can  no  longer  continue  their  Efforts  willioot  Af- 
Eftance, 

'  At  a  Time  like  this,  my  Lords,  It  is  not  prcjser  to  de- 
.  lay  the  Supplies  by  needlefs  Controverfies  ;  or,  indeed,  by 
any  Difputes  which  may,  without  any  great  Inconvdiiencc, 
be  delayed  to  a  Time  of  Tranqmh'ty  ;  a  Time,  when  all  our 
Inquiries  may  be  nrofccuted  at  Leifure,  when  every  Argu- 
ment may  be  conhdered  in  its  full  Extent,  and  when  the  Im- 
provement of  our  Laws  orght,  indeed,  to  be  our  principal 
Care.  At  prefent  it  appears  to  me,  that  every  Method 
of  raifing  Money,  without  maniftft  Injury  to  the  Morals  of 
the  People,  deferves  our  Approbation  ;  and,  therefore,  that 
we  ought  to  pafs  this  Bill^  though  it  Oiould  not  much  binder 

tbc 


t 


(     229     ) 
th«  Gonfuinption  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  if  it  (hall  barely  ap-  j^  ,5,  Geo.  II, 
pear  that  it  will  not  increafe  it.  1744* 

*  It  is  at  leaft  proper,  that,  at  thisprefling  Exigence,  thofc 
that  oppofe  the  Bills  by  which  Supplies  are  to  be  raifed, 
fhoold,  by  offering  other  Expedients,  (hew  that  their  Opjx)- 
£tion  proceeds  not  from  'any  private  Malevolence  to  the  Mi- 
niftry,  or  any  Prepoffcflion  againft  the  publick  Meafurcs ;  but 
from  a  fleady  Adherence  to  i aft  Principles,  and  an  impartial 
Regard  for  the  pu'olick  Good  :  For,  it  may  be  fufpefled,  that 
he  who  only  bufies  himfelf  in  pulling  down,  without  any  At- 
tempts to  repair  the  Breaches  that  he  has  made  with  more 
fit  or  durable  Materials,  has  no  real  Defign  of  lirengthening 
the  Fortification. 

*  It  has  been  propo(ed,  indeed,  by  one  of  the  noble  Lords, 
a  Tax  of  tl.ree Shillings  a  Gallon  fhould  be  laid  upon  all  di- 
ftilled  Spirits,  an  J  collwfted  by  the  Laws  ofExcife  at  the^ltill- 
Head,  which  would  doubtlefs  fecure  a  great  Part  of  the  Peo- 
>lc  from  the  Temptations  to  which  thej^are  at  prefcnt  expo- " 
[ed,  but  would  at  the  fame  Time  produce  another  Effcdt  not 
equally  to  be  defired. 

'  I  have  been  informed,  my  Lords,  npon  mentioning  this 
Propofal  in  Converfation,  that  fuch  Duties  will  raife  the  Price 
of  the  Liquors  fliftilled  among  us,  above  that  of  Foreign 
Countries ;  and  that,  therefore,  not  only  all  our  Foreign 
Trade  of  this  Kind  would  be  immediately  deftroyed,  but 
thatmanyof  thole  who  now  drbk  our  own  Spirits,  only  be- 
caofc  they  are  cheaper,  will  then  purchafe  thofe  of  Foreign 
Comi tries,  which  are  generally  allowed  to  be  more  pleaiant. 

*  That  this  is  really  the  State  of  the  Affair  I  do  not  affirm, 
for  I  now  relate  only  what  I  have  heard  from  others ;  but 
furely,  the  Impofition  of fo  heavy  a  Duty  requires  long  Con- 
iidera^ion  ;•  nor  can  it  be  improper  to  mention  any  Obje6lion»> 
the  Difcn(Con  of  which  may  contribute  to  our  Information. 

*  But  any  other  Regulations  than  thofe  now  oflTered,  will 
require  fo  many  Enquiries,  and  fo  long  Confultation,  that  the 
Parliament  will  expedlto  be  difmiffed  from  their  Attendance, 
before  any  Refolutions  are  formed ;  and  when  once  the  Sap- 
pfies  are  provided,  we  (hall  find  onrfelves  obliged  to  leave 
the  Law  relating  to  Spirituous  Liquors  in  its  prefent  State. 

*  Then,  my  Lords,  will  the  Enemies  of  the  Government 
imagine,  that  they  have  a  new  Opportunity  of  gratifying 
their  Malignity,  by  cenfuring  us  as  wholly  negligent  of  the 
publick  Happinefs,  and  charge  us  with  looking  without 
Concern  upon  the  Debauchery,  the  Difeafes,  and  the  Pover- 
ty of  the  People,  without  any  CompniBon  of  their  Wants, 
tr  Care  of  tlieir  Reformation. 

-  That 
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An*i6.  Ceo.n.  ^  That  to  conunue  th«  prefcut  Law  any  lon^ger,  wlU  b? 
i74»*  ^  only  to  amufe  ourfeivcs  with  ineffedluai  Proviiions,  is  uni- 
vemllj  allowed  ;  nor  is  there  any  DifFerenoe  of  Opinion , 
vith  regard  to  the  prefent  State  of  the  Vice  which  wc  arc 
now  endeavouring  to  hinder.  Xhe  laft  Law  was  well  in- 
tended, but  was  dictated  by  Anger,  and  ratified  by  Zeai  ; 
and  therefore,  was  too  violent  to  be  executed,  and,  inftead 
of  Reforming,  exafperated  the  Nation. 

*  No  fooner,  therefore,  did  the  Magtiirates  difcovcr  the 
inflexible  Refolution  of  the  People,  their  furious  Periecation 
of  Informers,  and  thdr  declared  Hatred  of  all  thofe  who 
concurred  in  depriving  them  of  tliis  dangerous  Pleafure, 
than  they  were  induced,  by  Regard  to  their  own  Safoy,  to 
relax  that  Seventy  which  was  enjoined  ;  and  were  contented 
to  purchafe  Safety  by  gratifying,  or,  at  leaft,  by  not  oppo- 
flag  thofe  Paflions  of  the  Multitude,  which  they  conld  not 
hope  tocontroul :  ThePradice  of  drinking  Spirits  continued, 
and  the  Confumptlon  was  every  Year  greater  than  the  for- 
mer. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  is  the  prefent  State  of  the  Nation  ;  a 
State  fuificiently  deplorable,  and  which  ail  the  Laws  of  Hu- 
manity and  Juftice  command  tfs  to  alter.  This  is  the  uni- 
verfal  Declaration.  W^  all  agree,  that  the  People  grow  c- 
very  Day  more  corrupt,  and  that  this  Corruption  ought  to 
be  liopped,  but  by  what  Metms  is  yet  undecided. 

'  Violent  Methods  and  Extremity  of  Rigour  have  been 
already  .ti;ied,  and  totally  defeated  ;  it  is,  therefore,  propo- 
fed  to  try  more  eafy  and  gentle  Regulations,  that  (Ml  pro- 
duce by  flow  Degrees,  th^  Reformation  which  cannot  be  ef- 
fected by  operi  Force  ;  thefe  new  Regulations  appear  to 
many  Lords  not  fufficiently  coercive,  and  are  imagined  ftill 
lefs  likely  to  reform  a  Vice  fo  inveterate,  and  fo  firndy  cfta- 
blifhed. 

*  Thefe  Ophiions  I  cannot  flatter  m}^elf  with  the  Hope 
of  Reconciling  ;  but  mufl  yet  pbferve,  that  the  Confumption 
of  thele  Liquors,  as  of  all  other  Commodities,  can  only  be 
lellened  by  proper  Duties,  and  that  every  additional  Impofi- 
tion  has  a  Tendency  to  leffen  them ;  and,  fincc,  fo  far  as 
it  extends,  it  can  produce  no  ill  KfFeAs,  dcferves  the  Appro- 
bation of  thofe  who  fincerely  dcfire  to  fupprefs  this  oidioas 
Vice  that  has  fo  much  pjrevailcd,  and  been  fo  widdy  dif- 
fufcd. 

*  It  is  indeed  polTible  that  the  Duties  now  propofed  may 
be  found  not  fuificient ;  but  for  this  Defeft  there  is  sn  ealy 
Remedy.  The  Duty,  if  it  be  found,  by  the  PIxpcricnce  of 
d  ijiii^k  Yc^r,  to  be  too  fmall,  qiay,  in  (he  next,  beeafiiv 
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i|p^giiieRted|»  and  fwelled  by  annual  Increaies>  even  to  theAii..ifi^.GcQ«ll 
Height  which  is  now  propofed,  if  no  Remedy  more  eafy        '74^ 
€an  be  found.  W^-V^^ 

*  It  may  be  objeded,  that  this  Fund  will  be  mortgaged 
fer  the  Payment  of  the  Sums  employed  in  the  Service  of  the 
War  ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  State  of  the  Duty  cannot 
afterwards  be  altered  without  Injuftice  to  the  publick  Cre* 
ditors,  and  a  manifeli  Violation  of  the  Faith  of  Parliament ; 
Bat,,  my  Lords,  diough  in  the  Hurry  of.  proividing  for  a 
preffing  and  important  War,  the  Commons  could  not  find 
any  other  Method  fo  eafy  of  railing  Money,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  but  that  when  they  confider  the  State  of  the  Nation 
at  leifure,  they  will  eafily  redeem  this  Tax,  if  it  (hail  ap^ 
pear  inconvenient ;  and  iubftitute  fome  other,  lefs  injurious 
to  the  Happinefs  of  the  Publick. 

^  It  was  not  impoflible  for  them  to  have  done  this  tn  the 
Beginning  of  this  SelTiop  ;  nor  can  it  be  fuppofed*,  that  Men 
(b  long  verfed  in  publick  Affairs,  could'  not  eafily  have  pro- 
posed many  other  Impods  ;  but  it  may  be  imagined  that  they 
chofe  this  out  of  many,  without  fufpcdling  that  it  would  be 
oppoied,  and  believed  that  they  were  at  once  raifing  Sup* 
pfies,  and  protedting  the  Virtue  of  the  People. 

'  Nor,  indeed,  my  Lords,  does  it  yet  appear,  that  they 
liave  bec»  mifbiken  ;  for  though  the  Arguments  of  the  noble 
Lords  who  oppoie  the  Bill  are  acute  and  plauEble  ;  yet^ 
£nce  they  agree,  that  the  Confumption  of  thefe  Liquors  is 
at  laft  to  be  hindered  by  raifing  their  Price,  it  is  resuonablo 
to  conceive,  that  every  Augmentation  of  the  Price  mufl  pro* 
duce  a  prop9rtionate  Diminution  of  the  Confumption  ;  and 
that,  therefore,  this  Duty  will  contribute,  in  fome  Degree, 
to  the  Reformation  of  the  People.  It  feems,  at  ieafl,  in  did 
bigheft  Degree  probable,  that  it  cannot  increafe  the  Evil 
which  it  is  intend^  to  remedy ;  and  that,  therefore,  we 
may  reaibnably  concur  in  it,  as  it  will  furnifh  the  Govern* 
ment  with  Supplies,  without  any  Inconvenience  to  tbof^ 
that  pay  them/ 

The  Bifhop  of  Osford,  then  ftood  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows : 
My  Lords  J 

'ThisSubjea  has  already  been  lb  accnrately  confidered,  and  Bliliopof0xfer4 
fo  cofHondy  difcufTed,  that  I  rife  up  inDefpair  of  propofmg 
any  thing  new,  of  explaining  any  Argument  more  clearly, 
or  urging  it  more  forcibly,  of  ftarting  any  other  Snbjedb  of 
Confideration,  or  pointing  out  any  Crrcumftance  yet  un- 
touched in  thole  that  liave  been  propc^ed. 

*  Yet,  my  Lords,  tlu)n£;U  I  cannot  hope  to  ^d  any  thing 
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ib,Gtori6.  n,to  the  Knofwled^^hichyour  Lordfliips  havealrduly  olitain- 
»74i^        ed  of  the  Subjcft  in  Debate,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  add  one 
^  Voice  to  the  Truth,  and  to  declare  that  in  the  Balance  of 
my   Underftanding,  the  Arguments  agaibft   the  Bill  very 
much  outweigh  thofe  that  have  been  offered  in  its  Favour. 

*  It  is  always  prefum'd  by  thofe  who  vindicate  it>  that 
-every  Augmentation  of  the  Price  will  necefTarily  prodnce  a 
.-proportionate  Decreafc  of  the  Confumption.  This,  my 
fJLords,  is  the.cluxrf,  if  not  the  only  Argument  that  has  been 
{ advanced,  except  that  which  is  drawn  from  the  Neceflity  of 
iraiiiii^  Supplies^  and  the  Danger  of  difguiting  the  other 
iHouff .  But  this  Argument,  my  Lords,  is  evScntly  &Jla- 
cious  ;  and  therefore  theBill,  if  it  pafles,  mud  pafs  without  a 
flngle  Reafbn  except  immediate  Convenience. 

*  Let  us  examine,  my  Lord^,  this  potent  Argument  wluch 
iias  been  fucceifively  urged  by  all  who  have  endeavoured  to 
iVindicate  the  Bill^  and  ecchora  frojn  one  to  another  with  ail 
the  Confidence  of  Irrefragability ;  let  us  coniider  on  what 
Suppofition  it  is  founded,  and  Ue  (hall  foon  find  how  eafilyit 
•will  be  difljpated. 

'  It  is  fuppofcd  by  this  Argument,  that  every  Drinker  of 
thefe  Liquors  fpendsas  much  as  be  can  poJfibly  procure ;  and 
that  therefore  the  lead  additional  Price  mul^  place  Fart  of 
his  Pleafure  beyond  his  Reach.  Tliis,  my  Lords,  cannot  be 
generally  true  ;  it  is  perhaps  generally,  if  not  univer&lly, 
falfe.  It  cannot  be  doubted  but  tliat  many  of  thofe  who  cor- 
rupt their  Minds  and  Bodies  with  thefe  pernicious  Draughts, 
are  above  the  Neceflity  of  conftraining  their  Appetites  to  ef- 
cape  fofmall  an  Expence  as  that  which  is  now  to  be  impoied 
upon  them ;  and  even  of  thofe  wbofe  Poverty  cap  fink  no 
lower,  who  are  in  Reality  exhaufted  by  every  Day*s  De- 
bauch, it  IS  at  leaft  as  likely  that  they  will  inOA  upon  more 
Pay  for  their  Work,  or  that  they  willfteal  with  more  Rapa- 
city, as  that  they  mil  fuffer  tiiemfelves  to  be  debarred  from 
the  Pleafures  of  Drunkennefs. 

*  It  is  not  certain  that  tliisDuty  will  make.thele  Liquors 
dearer  to  thofe  who  drink  them,  uncc  the  Diftiller  will  more 
willingly  dedudl  from  his  prefent  Profit  thefinallTaxtfaatis 
now  propofed,  than  fuffer  the  Trade  to  fink  ;  and  c\'en  if 
that  Tax  fhould  be,  as  is  ufual,  levied  upon  the  Retailer,  it 
has  been  already  obferved,  that,  in  the  Quantities  neceflary 
to  Drunkennefs,  it  will  not  be  perceptible. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  though  this  Argument  appears  thus  weak 
upon  the  mil  and  ilighteit  Confideration,  the  chief  Fallacy 
is  llWi  behind.  Hiofe  who  have  already  initiated  thcnifcives 
in  Debauchery,  deferve  not  the  chief  Confideration  of  this 
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Hoofe  ;   tfaey  are  fer  the  greateft  Pari  faopelefs  and  aban- An*  i6*  Geo.I|« 

doned^  and  can  only  be  withheld  by  Force,  from  complying  ^     '74**^ 
With  thofe  Defires  to  which  they  are  habitually  enflaved  : 
They  may  indeed  be  fome  Times  punKhed,  and  at  other 
Times  refbain'd^  but  cannot  often  be  reformed. 

*  Thole,  my  Lords,  who  are  yet  uncorrapted,  ought  firft 
to  enga^  our  Care  :  Virtue  is  eanly  prelerved,  but  difficultly 
regained.  Bpt  for  thofe  what  Regard  has  hitherto  been 
(hewn  ?  What  Effeds  can  be  expeSed  from  this  Bill,  but 
that  of  expofiQg  them  to  Temptations,  by  placing  unlawful 
Pleafures  m  their  View'  ?  Pleaiiires  which,  however  unwor- 
thy of  human  Nature,  are  ieldom  forfaken  after  tliey  have 
onoe  been  tafted. 

'  In  the  Conilderation  of  the  preient  QuefHon,  it  is  to  be 
remembered,  that  Multitudes  are  already  corrupted,  and  the 
Contagion  grows  more  dangerous  in  Proportion  as  greater 
Numbers  are  infe^ed. 

*  To  flop  the  Progrefs  of  tliis  PelKlcnce,  my  Lords,  ought 
to  be  the  governing  Paffion  of  our  Minds ;  to  this  Point 
ougjit  all  our  Aims  to  be  direded,  and  for  this  End  ought  all 
our  Projects  to  be  calculated. 

'  But  how,  my  Lords,  is  this  Purpofe  promoted  by  a  Law 
which  gives  a  Licence,  an  unlimited  and  cheap  Licence  for 
the  Sale  of  that  Liqupr,  to  which,  even  thofe  who  fupport 
the  Bill,  impute  the  prefent  Corruption  of  the  People  ?  This 
fnrely  i$  no  rational  Scheme  of  Reformation,  nor  can  it  be 
imagined,  that  a  favourite  and  inveterate  Vice  is  to  be  ex- 
tirpated by  fuch  gentle  Methods. 

'  Let  us  confider,  my  Lords,  more  nearly  the  Effects  of 
this  new  invented  Regulation  ;  and  we  (hall  lee|how  we  may 
cxpe£l:  fronl  thence  the  Kecovery  of  publick  Virtue.  A  Law 
is  now  to  be  repealed  by  which  the  Ufe  of  difUll'd  Liquors 
is  prohibited,  but  which  has  not  been  for  fome  Time  put  in 
Execution,  or  not  with  Vigour  fufficient  to  furmount  the 
Difficulties  and  Inconveniencies  by  which  its  Operation  was 
obffaov^ed.  The  Law  is  hov/cver  yet  in  Force,  and  whoe- 
ver fcils  Spirits  muft  now  fell  them  at  the  Hazard  of  Profecu- 
tion  and  Penalties,  and  with  an  implicit  Confidence  in  the 
KiudneTs  and  Fidelity  of  the  Purchafer, 

'  It  cannot  *)e  {tippoCed,  my  Lords,  but  that  a  Law  like 
this  mufl  have  fome  Kffed.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  fome 
are  honcfl  and  others  timorous  ;  and  tliat  among  the 
AV retches  who  are  moft  to  be  fufpeded  of  this  Kind  of  De- 
baudiery,  there  OK  (bme  in  whom  it  is  not  fafe  to  confide  ; 
tiicy  therefore  muft  fonietlines  be  hindered  from  deftroying 
their  Keaion  by  other  Kefb-aints  than  Want  of  Money,  and, 
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'  Govern- 

'  Arable 

/        "  *  tSLther 
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^d  Youth  in 

be  the  fame  in 

.lerence,  that  Wick- 

yromoied  \  and  as  the 

^rees  of  the  prefent  Race 

^;ed  that  our  Poflerity  would 

jcheme  of  Regulations,  my  Lords, 
under  the  Countenance  of  the  Legi- 
A  of  Wickcdncfs  by  which  the  Nation 
iUt  it  has  encreafed  yearly  in  Oppofition  to 
uinow  not  only  be  fufifered  but  encoiuraged, 
.  impunity  only  butProte<ftion. 
if  we  pals  the  Bill,  we  (hall  not  be  able  tO' 
«.  Merit  even  of  leaving  the  Nation  in  its  prefent 
.  we  (hall  take  away  the  prefent  Reflraints  of  Vice 
out  fubftituting  any  in  their  Place  ;    we  (hall  perhaps 
prive  a  few  hardened  Drunkards  of  a  fmall  Part  of  the 
A-iquor  which  they  now  fwailow,  but  (hall  open,  according 
to  the  Expeftation  of  the  noble  Lord,  fifty  thoufand  Houfes 
of  licensed  Debauchery  for  the   Ruin  of  Millions  yet  un- 
tainted. 

*  To  leave  the  Nation  in  its  prefent  State,  which  is  allow* 
M  on  all  Hands  to  be  a  State  of  Corruption,  feems  to  be 
the  utmoft  Ambition  of  one  of  the  noble  Lords  who  have 
pleaded  with  the  greateft  Warmth  for  this  Bill;  for  he 
concluded  with  an  Air  of  Triumph,  by  asking,  how  we  can 
oe  cenfur'd  for  only  fufTering  the  Nation  to  continue  in  its 
wmicr  State  ? 

We  may  be,  in  my  Opinion,  my  Lords,  cenfur'd  as 
Traitors  to  our  Truft,  and  Enemies  to  our  Country,  if  we 
permit  any  Vice  to  prevail,  \vhen  it  is  in  our  Power  to 
lupprefs  it.  We  may,  with  Juftice,  be  curfed  by  Pofterity 
as  the  Abettors  of  that  Debauchery  by  which  Poverty  and 
t>ucjac  (hall  be  entailed  upon  them,  contemned  in  the  pre- 
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Ao.  i6.  Geo.  IL  when  they  are  trufted  whfa  the  Secret  of  an  illegal  Trade, 
»74^\       mnH  pay  a  dearer  Rate  for  the  Danger  that  is  incorr'd. 

^  ^  '  But  when  this  Law  is  repealeid,  and  evcrjr  Street  and 
Alley  hi^s  a  Shop  licenied  to  diihibute  tins  deliaons  Poifon, 
what  can  we  exoeft  i  The  moft  fanguine  Advocate  for  Um 
Bill  cannot  furelyhope,  that  any  of  thofe  who  now  drink 
Spirits  will  refrain  from  them  only*bccaufc  they  are  fold 
without  Danger  ;  and  though  what  cannot  be  proved,  or 
even  hoped,  fliould  be  admitted,  that  fome  mi^  content 
themfeWes  with  a  finalier  Quantity  on  account  of  the  advan- 
ced Price,  yet,  while  they  take  all  Opportunities  of  De- 
bauchery, while  they  fpend  in  this  deftrudive  Liquor  all 
that  either  honed  t.aDour  or  daring  Theft  will  fupply,  they 
mult  always  be  Examples  of  Intemperance  ;  Aich  Examples 
as,  from  the  Experience  of  late  Years,  we  have  Reaibn  to 
believe  will  find  many  Imitators  ;  and  therefore  will  promote 
at  once  the  Confumption  of  Spirits  and  the  Corruption  of 
the  People. 

'  There  is  always  to  be  found  in  Wickednefs  a  deteflable 
Ambition  of  gaining  Prolelytes  :  Every  Man  who  has  ftifiered 
himfelf  to  be  corrupted,  is  dcfirous  to  hide  himfolf  from  In- 
famy in  Crowds  as  vicious  as  himfelf ;  or  defires  Companions 
in  Wickednefs,  from  the  fame  natural  Inclination  to  Society 
which  prompts  almoft  every  Man  to  avoid  Singularity  on 
other  Occafions. 

<  Whatever  be  the  Reafon,  it  may  be  every  Day  obferved, 
that  the  great  Pleafure  of  the  Vicious  is  to  vitiate 
otliers  ;  nor  is  it  poflible  to  fquander  an  Hour  in  the  Af- 
lemblles  of  Debauchees  of  any  Rank',  without  obferving 
with  what  Importunity  Innocence  is  attack*d  ; '  and  how 
many  Arts  of  Sophiflry  and  Ridicule  are  ufed  to  weaken 
the  Influence  of  Virtue,  and  fupprefs  the  Struggles  of  Con- 
fcience. 

*  The  fatal  Art  by  which  Virtue  is  moft  commonly  over- 
borne is  the  frequent  Repetition  of  Temptations,  which, 
thougi)  often  rcje^cd,  will  at  forae  unhappy  Moment  gene- 
rally prevail,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  removed  ;  but  which 
this  Bill  is  intended  to  place  always  in  Sight. 

'  To  what  Pur  pole  will  it  be,  my  Lords,  to  deprive 
nine  hardened  Profligates  of  a  tenth  Part  of  the  Liquor 
which"  they  now  drink,  which  is  the  utmoft  that  this 
Duty  will  effeft,  if  they  have  an  Opportunity  of  corrupt- 
ing one  by  their  Solicitation  and  Example  ?  The  Difference 
between  nine  and  ten  A^s  of  Debauchery  is  of  very  finall 
Impoi  t.mce  to  Mankind,  or  even  to  the  Perfons  who  arc 
thus  rcllrained,  fince  their  Forbearance  of  the  utraoft  Ex- 
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cefTcs  18  only  the  Effedl  of  their  Poverty,  not  of  tbcir  Vir"  An.  i$.Geo/H. 
tue.  »74». 

'  How  far  Is  fuch  Reftraint  from  b^ing  equivalent  to  the 
Corruption  of  one  Mind  yet  pure  and  undebauched  i  to  the 
Sedu<5tion  of  one  Heart  from  Virtue,  and  a  new  Addition 
to  the  Intereft  and  Prevalence  of  Wickcdnefs  ?  If  it  be  ne* 
ccflkry,  that  the  Supplies  ftiould  be  raifed  for  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  Ufe  of  this  pernicious  Liquor,  it  is  dcCrable 
that  it  (hould  be  confined  to  few  ;  and  that  it  (hogid  rather 
be  fwallowed  In  large  Quantities  by  hopelefs  Drunkards,  than 
offered  every  where  to  the  Taftc  of  Innocence  and  Youth  in 
licenfed  Houfes  of  Wickednefs* 

*  The  Confuraption  will,  for  a  Time^  be  the  fame  in 
both  Cafes,  but  with  this  important  Difference,  thatWick* 
ednefswodld  only  be  continued,  not  promoted  ;  and  as  the 
Poifbn  would  rid  the  Land  by  Degrees  of  the  prefent  Race 
of  Profligates,  it  might  be  hoped  that  our  Poflerity  would 
be  uninfected. 

*  Bat  under  the  prefentScheme  of  Regulations,  my  Lords, 
Vice  will  be  propagated  under  the  Countenance  of  the  Legi- 
Hature  ;  and  that  Kind  of  Wickednefs  by  which  the  Nation 
is  fo  infatuated,  that  it  has  encreafed  yearly  in  Oppofltion  to 
a  penal  Law,  will  now  not  only  befuffered  but  encouraged, 
aiui  enjoy  not  Impunity  only  but  Protection. 

*  Thus,  if  we  pals  the  Bill,  we  (hall  not  be  able  tO' 
boaft  the  Merit  even  of  leaving  the  Nation  in  its  prefent 
State  J  we  (hall  take  away  the  prefent  Reflraints  of  Vice 
without  fubftituting  any  in  their  Place  ;  we  fhall  perhaps 
deprive  a  few  hardened  Drunkards  of  a  fmall  Part  of  the 
Liquor  which  they  now  fwallow,  but  (hall  open,  according 
to  the  Expectation  of  the  noble  Lord,  fifty  thoufand  Houfes 
of  licensed  Debauchery  for  the  Ruin  of  Millions  yet  un- 
tainted. 

*  To  leave  the  Nation  in  its  prefent  State,  which  is  allow- 
ed on  all  Hands  to  be  a  State  of  Corruption,  (eems  to  be 
the  utmoil  Ambition  of  one  of  the  noble  Lords  who  have 
pleaded  with  the  greateft  Warmth  for  this  Bill ;  for  he 
concluded  with  an  Air  of  Triumph,  by  asking,  how  we  can 
be  cenfur^d  for  only  fuffering  the  Nation  to  continue  in  its 
former  State  ? 

*  We  may  be,  in  my  Opinion,  my  Lords,  cenfur'd  as 
Traitors  to  our  Truft,  and  Enemies  to  our  Country,  if  we 
permit  any  Vice  to  prevail,  \vhen  it  is  in  our  Power  to 
fi^prefs  it.  We  may,  with  Juftice,  be  curfed  by  Poflerity 
as  the  Abettors  of  that  Debauchery  by  which  Poverty  and 
Pifeaie  fhall  be  entailed  upon  them^  contemned  in  the  pre- 

feat 
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.Ad.  x6^  Geo.IL  &nt  as  the  Flatterers  of  tbofe  Appetites  which  we  ought  to 
<74^*         regulate,  and  infulted  by  that  Populace  whom  we  dare  not 

'  Had  none  of  our  Predcceflbrs  endeavoured  the  Reforma- 
tion of  the  People,  had  they  contented  themfelves  always 
to  leave  the  Nation  as  they  found  it,  there  bad^been  long 
ago  an  End  of  all  the  Order  and  Security  of  Society  ;  for 
the  natural  Depravity  of  human  Nature  has  always  a  Ten- 
dency from  lefs  to  greater  Evil,  and  the  fame  Caa(es  which 
had  made  us  tlius  wicked,  will,  if  not  obviated,  make  cs 

•  worfe. 

'  Since  the  noble  Lord  thinks  it  not  neceflary  to  attempt 
the  Reformation  of  the  People,  he  might  have  ipared  the 
elaborate  Calculation,  by  which  he  has  proved  that  a  large 
Sum  will  be  gained  by  the  Government,  though  one  third 
Part  of  the  Confumption  be  prevented  ;  ,  for  it  is  of  very 
little  Importance  to  difcufs  the  Confequences  of  an  Event 
which  will  never  happen.  He  fliouKl  nrft  have  proved,  that 
a  third  Part  of  the  Confumption  will  in  Reality  be  prevent- 
ed, and  then  he  might  very  properly  have  comforted  the 
Miniftry,  witli  ftiewlng  how  much  they  would  gain  from  the 
Refidue. 

'  That  this  Bill,  as  it  now  ilands,  will  produce  a  large 
Revenue  to  the  Government,  but  no  Reformation  in  the 
People,  is  aflerted  by  thofe  that  oppoie,  and  undoubtedly 
•believ'd  by  thofe  that  defend  it  ;  but  as  this  is  not  the  Pnr- 
po(e  which  I  am  moft  dedrous  of  pronftotlng,  I  cannot  but 
think  it  my  Duty  to  agree  to  the  Propofal  of  the  noble  JUord, 
that  by  podponing  the  Confideration  of  the  Bill,  more  exadi 
Information  may  be  obtained  by  us,  and  the  Commons  may 
be  alarmed  at  the  Danger  into  which  the  N-tion  has  been 
brought  by  their  Precipitation. 

The  Earl  ofBat/j  tlien  role  again,  and  fpoke  to  the  fbUow- 
uig  Effecit : 

Afy  Lordsy 
Barl  of  Bath.  '  As  the  Reverend  Prelate,  who  has  juft  fpoke,  appears  to 

have  mifarprehended  fome  of  my  Aflertions,  I  think  it  ne- 
ceflTary  to  rife  again,  that  I  may  explain  with  fufficieni  Clcar- 
ncfs,  what  perhaps  I  before  exprefs'd  obfcurely,  amid(l  the 
Number  of  diiferent  Confiderations  that  crouded  my  Ima- 

*  gination. 

'  With  regard  to  the  Dhninution  that  might  be  expelled 
from  this  Law,  I  did  not  jjbroiutely  aflTert,  at  lead  I  did 
not  intend  to  affert,  that  a  third  Part  would  be  lakcn  off; 
but  only  advanced  that  Suppofition  as    the  Bads  of  a  Calcu- 

latioji. 
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iatton,  by  xrhich  I  might  prove  what  mdny  Lords  appeared  Aa.  16.  Geo.  II. 
to  doabty  that  the  Confumption  might  pofTibly  be  diminiihed^  .     ^J^_i 
and  yet  the  Revenae  increafed.  Vw— •^^^ 

*  Upon  this  Suppofition,  which  muft  be  allowed  to  be 
reafbnable,  both  the  Parpofes  of  the  Bill  will  be  anfwered, 
and  the  pabllck  Supplies  will  be  railed  by  the  Soppreflion  of 
Vice. 

*  The  I^minution  of  the  Confumption  may  be  greater 
or  Icfs  than  I  have  fappofed.  If  it  be  greater,  the  Revenue 
will  be  indeed  lefs  aogmented,  but  the  Purpofes,  which  in 
the  Opinions  of  the  noble  Lords  who  oppofe  the  Bill,  are 
more  to  be  regarded,  will  be  better  promoted  ;  and  all  their  ' 
Arguments  againfl  it  will  be  at  leaft  defeated  :  Nor  will  the 
Miniihy,  I  iropc,  regret  the  Failure  of  a  Tax,  which  is  de- 
ficient only  by  the  Sobriety  of  the  Nation. 

'  If  the  Diminution  be  lefs  than  I  have  fuppofed,  yet  If 
there  be  any  Diminution,  it  cannot  be  faid  that  the  Bill  hat 
been  wholly  without  E^c& ;  or  diat  the  Miniftry  hove  not 
proceeded,  either  with  more  Judgment  or  better  Fortune  than  , 
their  Prodecdibrs ;  or  that  they  have  not,  at  Icaii,  taken  ' 
Advanta^  of  the  Errors  that  have  been  committed.  It  muft 
be  owned,  that  they  have  either  reformed-  the  Nation,  or  at 
leaft  pointed  out  the  Way  by  which  the  Reformation  that 
has  been  (b  long  defired  may  be  efledted. 

^  That  this  Tax  will  in  fome  Degree  hfnder  Drunkennefs, 
it  is  reafbnable  to  expeA,  becaufe  it  can  only  be  hindered  by 
taxing  the  Liquors  which  are  ufed  in  Excefs  ;  but  there  yet  ^ 
remain,  concerning  the  Weight  of  the  Tax  that  ought  to  be 
laid  upon  them.  Doubts  which  nothing  but  Experience  can, 
I  believe,  remove. 

*  By  Experience,  my  Lords,  wehave  been  already  taught, 
that  Taxes  may  be  fo  heavy  as  to  be  without  Effect ;  that 
Reftraint  may  be  (b  violent  as  to  produce  Impatience  ;  and 
therefore  it  is  proper,  in  the  next  EiTuy,  to  proceed  by  flow 
Degrees  and  gentle  Methods,  and  produce  that  EflPedt  imper- 
ceptibly which  we  find  our^lves  unable  to  accomplifli  at 
once. 

'  I  cannot  therefore  think,  that  the  Duty  of  three  Shil- 
lings a  Gallon  can  be  hnpoied  widiout  defeating  our  o^yn 
Ddign,  and  compelling  the  People  to  find  out  feme  Method 
of  eluding  the  Law,  like  that  which  was  pradifed  after  tlie 
Aft,  by  which,  in  the  fec«nd  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  ^ 
five  Shillings  were  impofed  upon  every  Gallon  of  Compound 
Waters  ;  after  which  it  is  well  knov/n,  that  the  l>i(liliers 
fold  a  Simple  Spirit  under  the  contemptuous  Title  of  Parl'ta- 

fttfnt 
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Ad.  i5»  Geo.  K.  ^^»'  Brandy ^  and  the  Law  being  univcrfidly  evaded,  was 
T74S.        foon  after  repealed  as  uilelefs. 

%^  I  m^-^i  J  i  Such,  my  Lords,'  or  worfe,  will  be  die  Coniequence  of 
the  Tax  which  the  noble  Lord  has  propofed  ;  for  if  it  can- 
not be  evaded,  Spirits  will  be  brought  from  Nations  that 
have  been  wifer  than  to  burthen  their  own  Commodities 
with  fuch  infupportable  Impofts,  and  the  Kingdom  will  fiwa 
be  impoverifhed  by  the  Exporutlon  of  its  Mopey.' 

The  Lord  Het-vey  anfwered  in  Subftance  as  ibilowsL. 
My  Lordsy 
tos^  Hervey.        '  I  am  very  far  from  thinking  the  Arguments  of  the  noble 
Lord  fuch  as  can  influence  Men  defirous  to  promote  the  real 
and  durable  Happihefs  of  their  Country  ;  for  he  is  folicit- 
ous  only  about  the  Profperity  of  the  Unujb  Manu&dures, 
and  the  Prefervation  of  the  Brittjh  Trade,  but  has  Aewn 
very  little  Regard  to  Britljh  Virtue. 

'  That  Part  of  his  Argument  is  therefore  not  neceflary 
to  be  anfwered,  if  the  SuggefUon  upon  which  it  is  Ibandcd 
were  true  ;  fince  it  will  be  fufficient  to  compare  the  Ad  van-* 
tage  of  the  two  Schemes.  And  with  regard  to  his  Infinu- 
ation,  that  Parliament  Brandf  may  be  revived  by  a  high 
Duty,  I  believe,  firft  tliat  no  fuch  £va(ion  can  be  contrived; 
and  in  the  next  Place  am  confident,  that  it  may  be  Befeated 
by  burthening  the  new  invented  Liquor,  wluuever  it  be, 
i/it  be  equally  pernicious,  with  an  equal  Tax.  The  Path 
of  our  Duty,  my  Lords,  is  plain  and  eafy,  and  only  repre* 
fen  ted  difficult  by  thofe  who  are  inclined  to  deviate  from  it. 


Lord  Bathurft  ipoke  next  to  the  E^fe^  following. 
My  Lords  y 
iMd  Bathurft.       ^  Whatever  Meafures  may  be  pra^fed  by  the  People  fer 
*  eluding  the  Purpofes  of  the  Bill  now  before  us»  with  what- 

ever Induftry  they  may  invent  new  Kinds  of  Parliament 
Brandy y  or  by  whatever  Artifices  they  may  efcape  the  Dili- 
gence of  the  Officers  employed  to  colled  a  Duty  levied  upon 
their  Vices  and  their  Pleafures,  there  is,  at  leaft,  no  Dan- 
ger that  they  will  pprchaie  from  the  Continent  thofe  Li- 
quors which  we  are  endeavouring  to  withhold  from  them  ; 
or  that  this  Bill  will  impoverifh  our  Country  by  promoting 
a  Trade  contrary  to  its  Interefts. 

'  What  would  be  the  Confequence  of  the  Duty  of  three 
Shillings  a  Gallon,  propofed  by  the  noble  Lord,  it  is  eafy  to 
judge.  What,  my  Lords,  can  be  expeded  from  it,  bat 
that  it  will  either  oblige  or  encourage  the  Venders  of  Spi- 
rits to  procure  from  other  Places  what  ihey  can  no  longet 

buy 


(    «39    J 

buv  for  reafonable  Prices  at  home  ?  Add  that  thofe  Drank*  An.  i6.  G«ft.i}« 
aras  who  cannot  or  will  not  fuddenly  change  their  Caftoms^  .     ^4*» 
will  parchale  from  abroad  thk  Fleafnres  virhich  we  withhold 
from  them^  and  the  Wealth  of  the  Nation  be  daily  diminUh- 
ed,  but  the  Virtue  little  increafed  ?     . 

^  Thus,  my  Lords,  (hall  we  at  once  dedroy  our  own  Ma- 
nufaAure,  and  promote  that  of  our  Neighbours.  Thus  (hall 
we  inrich  other  Governments  by  diftrelEng  our  own ;  and, 
inftead  of  IncreaGng  Sobriety,  only  encourage  a  more  ex- 
peofive  and  pernicious  Kind  of  Debauchery. 

'  In  the  Bill  now  under  our  Coniideration,  a  middle  Way 
in  propofed,  by  which  Reformation  may  be  introduced  by 
thofe  Gradations  which  have  always  been  found  neceflaiy 
when  inveterate  Vices  are  to  be  encountered.  In  this  BiU 
every  neceflary  Confideration  appears  to  have  been  regarded; 
the  Health  of  the  People  will  be  prelerved,  and  their  Virtue 
recovered,  without  delfaoying  their  Trade  or  ftarving  their 
'Manufactures. 

'  The  Efficacy  of  this  Bill  ieem's,  indeed,  to  be  allowed 
by  fome  of  the  Lords  who  oppofe  it ;  fince  their  chief  Ob- 
je^on  has  arifen  from  their  Doubts,  whether  it  can  be  exe- 
cuted. If  a  Law  beuielefs  in  itfelf  it  is  of  no  Importance^ 
whether  it  is  executed  or  not ;  and,  therefore,  I  think  It 
may  fiifely  be  inferred,  that  they  who  are  folicitous  how  it 
may  be  inforced,  are  convinced  of  its  U(efolne(s. 

*  If  this,  mv  Lords,  be  the  chief  ObjeAion  now  remaining, 
a  little  Confideration  will  eafily  remove  it ;  for  it  is  well 
known,  that  the  only  Obfbrudion  of  the  former  Law  waa 
the  Danger  of  Information  ;  but  this  Law,  my  Lords,  is  fo 
contrived,  that  it  will  promote  the  Execution  of  itfelf ;  for 
by  letting  Licences  at  fo  low  a  Price,  their  Number  will  be 
multiplied,  and  every  Man  who  has  taken  a  Licence  will 
think  him^lf  juflified  in  informing  againft  him  that  (hall  re- 
tail Spirits  without  a  legal  Permit. 

*  If,  therefore,  there  fhould  be,  as  a  noble  Lord  has  very 
reafonably  fuppofed,  Fiftv  Thoufand  licenfed  Venders  of 
theic  Liquors,  there  will  likewife  be  Fifty  Thoufand  In- 
formers againfl  unlawfol  Traders  ;  and  as  the  Liquors  may 
then  always  be  had  under  Sandlion  of  the  Law,  the  Popu- 
lace will  not  intereft  them(elves  in  that  Procefs  which  can 
have  no  Tendency  to  obftruft  their  Pleafure. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  (hall  we,  bv  agreeing  to  this  Bill, 
make  a  Law  that  will  be  at  once  ufeful  to  the  Government, 
and  beneficial  to  the  People ;  which  will  be  at  once  powerful 
in  its  Etfcifls,  and  eafy  in  its  Execution  ;  and  therefore,  in- 
ftead  of  attending  any  more  to  the  wild  and  impra^icable 
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An.  t6.  Geo,  11.  Schemes  of  heavy  Taxes,  rigorous  PuniffimentSi  (tidden  Re- 
^^     ,  formationsy  and  violent  Rcffraints,  I  hope  we  ihall  onani- 
^  "  '^~  "      znouily  approve  this  Method,  from  which  fo  modi  may  be 
hoped,  while  nothing  is  hazarded/ 

The  Earl  o^Chefterfield  then  rofe  up,  aad  (p(Ae  in  Sob* 
(lance  as  follows  : 
My  Lordly 
Barl  of  Chcftcr-     *  Though  the  noble  Lord  who  has  been  pleafed  to  excite 
^gl^  us  to  an  unanimous  Concurrence  with  himfelf  and  his  ASo- 

ciates  of  the  Miniflry,  in  pafling  this  excellent  and  wonder- 
working Bill  ;  this  Bill  which  is  to  leflen  the  Confumption 
of  Spirits,  without  leflening  the  Quantity  which  is  diiHUed  ; 
which  is  to  rellrain  Drunkards  from  drinking,  by  letting 
their  favourite  Liquor  always  before  their  Eyes  ;  to  conquer 
Habits  by  continuing  them  ;  and  corred  Vice  by  indulging 
it,  according  to  the  loweft  Reckoning,  for  at  lew  another 
Year ;  (lill,  my  Lords,  fuch  is  my  Obftintcy,  or  fuch  my 
.  Ignorance,  that  I  cannot  yet  comply  with  his  Pn^oial,  nor 
can  prevail  with  myfelf  either  to  concur  with  Mea(urcs  {o 
y  apparently  oppofite  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Publick,  or  to  hear 

them  vindicated^  without  declaring  how  little  I  approve 
them. 

^During  the  Courfe  of  this  long  Debate,  I  have  endeavor* 
ed  to  recapitulate  and  digeft  the  Arguments  which  have  been 
advanced  ;  and  have  confidered  them  both  ieparately  and 
conjointly,  but  find  myfelf  at  the  fame  Diftance  from  Cou- 
vidhon  as  when  I  firfl  entered  the  Houfe. 

*  In  Vindication  of  this  Bill,  my  Lords,  we  have  been 
told,  that  the  prefent  Law  is  ineif^^al ;  that  our  Manu- 
fadure  is  not  to  be  deflroyed  ;  or  not  this  Year  ;  that  the 
Security  offered  by  the  prefent  Bill  has  induced  great  Num- 
bers to  fubfcribe  to  the  new  Fund ;  that  it  has  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Commons  ;  and  that,  if  it  be  found  ineffec- 
tual, it  may  be  amended  another  Seflion. 

*  All  thefe  Arguments,  my  Lords,  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
examine,  becaufe  I  am  always  defirous  of  gratifying  tfaofe 
great  Men  to  whom  the  Adminiftration  of -Affairs  is  intrud- 
ed ;  and  have  always  very  cautioufly  avoided  the  Odium  of 
Difaffef^ion,  which  they  will  undoubtedly  throw,  in  Imita- 
tion of  their  Predeceflors,  upon  all  thofe  whole  wayward 
Confciences  fhall  oblige  them  to  hinder  the  Execution  of 
their  Schemes. 

*  With  a  very  flrong  Defire  therefore,  though  with  no 
great  Hopes  of  finding  them  in  the  Right,  I  venture  to  be- 
gin my  Enquiry,  and  engage  in  the  Examination  of  their 
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on,  that  the  prefcnt  Law  againft  the  Abufc  of  An.  1 6.  Ceo.  if • 
lors  is  without  EfFeft.  '  '''"• 

',   my  Lords,  it  portends  well  to  my  Enq^uiry, 
tt  Pofition  which  I  have  to  examine  is  true;  nor 
ir  to  congratulate  your  Lordfhips  upon  having 
the  new  Miniftry  one  AflTertion  not  to  be  con- 
dent,  my  Lords,  from  daily   Obferyation,  and 
c  from  the  Papers  upon  the  Table,  that  every 
the  enabling  of  the.laft  Law,  that  Vice  has  en- 
^  "^    4i  it  was  intended  to  reprefs  ;  and  that  no  Tim€ 
^    f^    .favourable  to  the  Retailers  of  Spirits,  as  that 
fled  (ince  they  were  prohibited, 
hercfore  be  expedled,  my   Lords,  that  having 
he  Minifters  in   their  fundamental  Propofition, 
ir  with  them  in    the  Confequence  which  they 
.c ;  and  having  allowed,  that   the   prefent   Law 
is  inelfedlual,  fhould  admit,  that  another  is  neceflary. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  in  order  to  difcover  whether  this  Con-* 
fequence  be  neceflary,  it  muft  firft  be  enquired  why  the  pre- 
fent Law  is  of  no  Force  ?  For,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  found, 
upon  RefledHon,  that  there  are  <:ertain  Degrees  of  Corrup- 
tion that  may  hiader  the  Effects  of  the  beft  Laws.  The 
Magiftrates  may  oe  vitious  and  forbear  to  enforce  that  Law, 
by  which  therafelves  are  condemned  ;  they  may  be  indolent, 
and  inclined  rather  to  connive  at  Wickcdnefs  by  which  they 
are  not  injured  themfelvcs,  than  to  reprefs  it  by  a  iaborioui 
Exertion  of  their  Authority  ;  or  they  may  be  timorous,  and 
inftead  of  awing  the  Vitious,  may  be  awed  by  them.  . 

^  In  any  of  thcfe  Cafes,  my  Lords,  the  Law  is  not  to  be 
condemned  for  its  Inefficacy,  fince  it  only  fails  by  the  Dc- 
fedb  of  thofc  who  are  to  difcdl  its  Operations.  The  befl 
and  mod  important  Laws  will  contribute  very  little  to  the 
Security  or  Happinefs  of  a  People,  if  no  Judges  of  Integrity 
and  Spirit  can  be  found  among'i  them.  Even  the  moft  be- 
neficial and  ufeful  Bill  that  Minifters  can  pofliblv  imagine  ; 
a  BiW  for  laying  on  our  Rftates  a  Tax  ot  the  fifth  Part  of 
their  yearly  Value,  would  be  wholly  without  Effed,  if  Col- 
Je«!itors  coald  not  be  obtained. 

*  I  am  therefore,  my  Lords,  yet  doubtfiil,  whether  the 
Inefficacy  of  the  Law  now  fubfifting  necefTarily  obliges  us 
to  provide  another  ;  for  thofe  that  declared  it  to  be  ufelefs, 
own'd  at  the  fame  Time  that  no  Man  endeavoured  to  en- 
force it  ;  fo  that  perhaps  its  only  Defeft  may  be,  that  it 
will  not  execute  itfelf. 

*  Nor  though  I  (honld  allow,  that  the  Law  is  at  prefent 
Voir.  VIII*    Part  3*        G  g  impeded 
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An.  1 6.  Geo.  11.  impeded   by  Difficulties  which  cannot  be  broken  through, 
»74»»  but  by  Men  of  more  Spirit  and  Dignity  than  the  Minifters 

'  may  be  inclined  to  truft  with  Cwnmiflions  of  the  Peace ;  yet 
it  can  only  be  colledted,  that  another  Law  is  ncceffary,  not 
that  the  Law  now  propofed  will  be  of  any  Advantage. 

^  Great  Ufe  has  been  made  of  the  Inefficacy  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  Law,  to  decry  the  Propofal  made  by  the  noble  Lord^ 
for  laying  a  high  Duty  upon  thefe  oernicious  Liquors.  High 
Duties  have  already,  as  we  are  informed,  been  tried  without 
Advantage  ;  high  Duties  are  at  this  Hour  impofcd  upon 
thofe  Spirits  which  are  retailed,  yet  we  fee  them  every  Day 
fold  in  the  Streets  without  the  Payment  of  the  Tax  re- 
quired ;  and  therefore  it  will  be  Folly  to  make  a  iecond 
J^ffay  of  iMeans  which  have  been  found  by  the  Experience 
of  many  Years  unfuccefsful. 

*  It  has  been  granted  on  all  Sides  in  this  Debate,  nor  was 
it  ever  denied  on  any  other  Occafion,  that  the  Confumption 
of  any  Commodity  is  mod  eafily  to  be  hindered  by  raifing 
its  Price  ;  and  its  Price  is  to  be  raifed  by  the  Impofltion  of 
a  Duty.  This,  my  Lords,  which  is,  I  fuppofe,  the  Opi- 
nion of  every  Man,  of  whatever  Degree  of  Experience  or 
Underftanding,  appears  likewife  to  have  been  thought  of 
by  the  Authors  of  the  prelent  Law  ;  and  therefore  they 
imagined,  that  they  had  effe^lually  provide  againft  the  En- 
crcafe  of  Dmnkennefs,  by  laying  upon  that  Liquor  which 
fhould  be  retailed  in  fmnll  Quantities,  a  Duty  which  none 
of  the  inferior  ClafTes  of  Drunkards  would  be  able  to  pay. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  they  conceived,  that  they  had  re. 
•formed  the  common  People  without  infringing  the  Pleafures 

of  others  ;  and  applauded  the  happy  Contrivance  by  which 
Spirits  were  to  be  made  dear  only  to  the  Poor,  while  every 
Man  who  coiJd  afford  to  purdiafe  two  Gallons  was  at  Li- 
berty to  riot  at  his  Eafe,  ana  over  a  full  flowing  Bumper 
look  down  with  Contempt  upon  his  former  Companions, 
now  ruthlcfsly  condemned  to  difconfolate  Sobriety. 

Hut,  my  Lords,  this  Intention  was  frufh*ated,  and  the 
Projedt,  ingenious  as  it  was,  fell  to  the  Ground  ;  for  tho' 
they  had  laid  a  Tax,  they  unhappily  forgot,  that  this  Tax 
would  make  no  Ad<Jition  to  the  Price,  unlefs  it  was  paid, 
and  thit  it  would  not  be  paid,  unlefs  fome  were  impouered 
to  coj1c(51  it. 

*  Here,  my  Lords,  was  the  Difficulty ;  thofe  who  made 
the  Law  were  inclined  to  lay  a  Tax  from  which  themfelves 
fiiould  be  exempt ;  and  therefore  would  not  charge  the  Li- 
quor as  it  iilbedhom  the  Still  ;  and  when  once  it  was  dif- 
pcrfed  in  the  Hands  of  petty  Dealers,  it  was  no  longer  to 
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be  found  without  the  AfTidance  of  Informers;  and  Informers  An.  16.  Ceo.  M\ 
could  not  carry  on  the  Bufinefs  of  Profecution^  without  the        _^7y» 
Confent  of  the  People.  ^ 

^  It  is  not  neceflary  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  the  Law, 
the  Repeal  of  which  is  propofed ;  fince  it  appears  already, 
that  it  failed  only  from  a  Partiality  not  eafUy  defended,  and 
from  the  Oraiflion  of  what  is  now  propofed,  the  Cblleding  of 
the  Duty  from  the  Still-Head. 

^  If  this  Method  be  followed,  there  will  be  no  longer 
any  need  of  Informations,  or  of  any  rigorous  or  new  Mea- 
fures ;  the  feme  Officers  that  colledk  a  fmaller  Duty  may  levy 
a  greater  ;  nor  can  they  be  eafily  deceived  with  regard  to 
the  Quantities  that  are  made ;  the  Deceits,  at  leaft  that 
can  be  ufed,  are  in  Ufe  already  y  they  are  frequently  de- 
idEtcd  and  fuppreffed,  nor  will  a  larger  Duty  enable  the  Di- 
flilJers  to  elude  the  Vigilance  of  the  Officers  with  more 
Succefs. 

'  Againft  this  Propofal,  therefore,  the  Inefficacy  of  the 
prelcnt  Law  can  be  no  Objection  ;  but  it  is  urged,  that  fuch 
Duties  would  deftroy  the  Trade  of  Diftilling,  and  a  noble 
Lord  has  been  pleafed  toexprefs  great  Tendcrnefs  for  a  Ma- 
nufadlare  fo  beneficial  and  extenfive. 

*  That  a  large  Duty  levied  at  the  Still  would  deftroy  or 
very  much  impair  the  Trade  of  Diftilling,  is  certainly  fup- 
poicd  by  thofe  who  defend  it,  for  they  propofed  it  only  for 
that  End  ;  and  what  better  Method  can  they  propofc,  when 
they  are  called  to  deliberate  upon  a  Bill  for  the  Prevention 
of  the  exceffive  Ufe  of  diftilPd  Liquors  ? 

'  The  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  kindly  to  inform  as, 
that  the  Trade  of  Diftilling  is  very  extenfive,  that  it  em- 
ploys great  Numbers >  and  that  they  have  arrived  at  exqni- 
fitc  SkilL  and  therefore  —  note  well  the  Confequence  —  the 
Trade  or  Diftilling  is  not  to  be  difeouraged. 

'  Once  more,  my  Lords,  allow  me  to  wonder  at  tlie  dif- 
ferent Conceptions  of  different  Underftandings.  It  appears 
to  me,  that  iince  the  Spirits  which  the  Diftillers  produce 
are  allowed  to  enfeeble  the  Limbs,  and  vitiate  the  Blood, 
to  pervert  the  Heart,  and  obfcure  the  Intellcfts,  that  the 
Number  of  Diftillers  ftiould  be  no  Argument  in  their  Fa- 
vour ;  for  I  never  heard  that  a  Law  againft  Theft  was  re- 
pealed or  delayed,  becaufe  Thieves  were  numerous.  It  ap- 
pears to  me,  my  Lords,  that  if  fo  formidable  a  Body  are 
confederated  againft  the  Virtue  or  the  Lives  of  their  Fellow- 
Citizens,  it  i$  Time  to  put  an  End  to  the  Havock,  and  to( 
interpofe,  while  it  is  yet  in  our  Power  to  ftop  the  Deftruc-' 
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An.Geo.  i6.  II.     *  As  little,  my  Lords,  am   I  afFcdled  with  the  Merit  of 
1742.  the  wonderful   Skill  which  the  DilHllcrs  are   faid  to  have 

attained;  that  it  is,  in  my  Opinion,  no  Faculty  of  great  iTc 
to  Mankind,  to  prepare  palatable  Poifon  :  nor  fhall  I  ever 
contribnte  my  Intereft  for  the  Reprieve  of  a  Murderer,  bc- 
caufe  he  has,  by  long  Pra<fHce,  obtained  great  Dexterity  in 
Ills  Trade^ 

*  If  their  Liquors  are  fo  delicious,  that  the  People  arc 
tempted  to  their  own  De(bru6lion,  let  us  at  Lengdi,  my 
Lords,  fccure  them  from  thefc  fatal  Draughts,  by  burfling 
the  Vials  that  contain  them  ;  let  us  crufh  at  once  thcle 
Artifts  in  Slaughter,  who  have  reconciled  their  Countrymen 
to  Sickncfs  and  to  Ruin,  and  fprcad  over  the  Pitfals  of  De- 
bauchery fuch  Baits  as  cannot  be  refilled. 

*  The  nobJe  Lord  has,  indeed,  admitted,  that  this  Bill 
may  not  be  found  fufficiently  coercive^  but  gives  us  Hopes 
that  it  may  be  improved  and  enforced  another  Year  ;  and 
perfuades  us  to  endeavour  a  Reformation  of  Drunkcnnefs  by 
Degrees,  and  above  all,  to  beware  at  prefent  of  hurting  die 
Manufaiiure, 

^  *  I  am  very  far,  my  Lords,  from  thinking  that  there 
are  this  Year  any  peculiar  Reafbns  for  tolerating  Murder ; 
nor  can  I  conceive,  why  the  Manufafture  fhould  be  held 
facred  now,  if  it  be  to  be  deftroyed  hereafter  ;  we  are,  in- 
deed, defired  to  try  how  far  this  Law  will  operate,  that 
'we  may  be  more  able  to  proceed  with  due  Regard  to  this 
valuable  Manufadure. 

*  With  regard  to  the  Operation  of  the  Law,  it  appears 
to  me,  that  it  will  only  enrich  the  Government  without  re- 
forming the  People,  and  I  believe  there  are  not  many  of  a 
different  Opinion  ;  if  any  Diminution  of  the  Sale  of  Spirits 
be  expedled  from  it.  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  this  Duni- 
nution,  will,  or  will  not  be  fuch  as  is  defired  for  the  Re- 
formation of  the  People  ;  if  it  be  fufficient,  the  Manufac- 
ture is  at  an  End,  and  all  the  Reafons  againft  a  higher  Duty 
are  of  e<jual  Force  againfi  this  ;  but  if  it  is  not  fofScicnt, 
we  have,  at  lead,  omitted  Part  of  our  Duty,  and  have  nc- 
gle^ed  the  Health  and  Virtue  of  the  People. 

*  I  cannot,  my  Lords,  yet  difcover,  why  a  Reprieve  is 
defired  for  this  Manufafture  ;  why  the  prefent  Year  is  not 
equally  propitious  to  the  Reformation  ot  Mankind,  as  any 
will  be  that  may  fucceed  it.  It  is  true  we  are  at  War  with 
two  Nations,  and,  perhaps,  with  more  ;  but  War  may  be 
better  profecuted  without  Money  than  without  Men,  and 
^e  but  little  confult  the  Military  Glory  of  our  Country, 
if  wc  raifc  Supplies  for  paying  our  Armies^  by  the  De- 
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/Iru^Hon  of  thole  Armies  that  we  are  contriving  to  pay.  An.  16.  Geo.  11, 

*  We  have  heard  the  Neccflity  of  reforming  the  Nation  by  1741. 
Degrees  urged  as  an  Argument  for  impofing  firft  a  lighter  ^ 
Duty,  and  afterwards  a  heavier;  this  Complailance  for 
Wickednefs,  my  Lords,  is  not  fo  defenfible  as  that  it  fhould 
be  battered  by  Arguments  in  Form,  and,  therefore,  I  (hall 
only  relate  a  Reply  made  by  Webby  the  noted  Walker,  upon 
a  parallel  Occaflon. 

'  This  Man,  who  muft  be  remembered  by  many  of  your 
JLordfliips,  was  remarkable  for  Vigour,  both  of  Mind  and 
Body,  and  lived  wholly  upon  Water  for  his  Drink,  and 
chiefly  upon  Vegetables  for  his  other  Suftenance ;  he  was 
one  Day  recommending  his  Regimen  to  one  of  his  Friends 
who  loved  Wine,  and  who  perhaps  might  fomcwhai  con- 
tribute to  the  Profperity  of  this  Spirituous  iVtannfa<fturc ;  and 
urged  him,  with  great  Earnefhiels,  to  quit  a  Gourfc  of  Lux- 
ury, by  which  his  Health  and  his  Intelleds  would  equally  be 
deflroyed.  The  Gentleman  appeared  convinced,  and  told 
him,  '  That  he  would  conform  to  his  Council,  and  thought 
*  he  could  not  change  his  Courfe  of  Life  at  once,  but  would 
'  leave  offftrong  Liquors  by  Degrees.*  *By  Degrees,'  fays 
the  other,  with  Indignation,  *  If  you  fhould'  unhappily 
'  fall  into  the  Fire,  would  you  caution  your  Servants  not 
'  to  pull  you  out  but  by  Degrees  V 

*  This  Anfwer,  my  Lords,  is  applicable  to  the  prefent 
Cafe  ;  the  Nation  is  funk  into  the  lowefl  State  of  Corrup- 
tion ;  the  People  are  not  only  vicious  but  infolent  beyond 
Example ;  they  not  only  break  the  Laws  but  defy  them, 
and  yet,  fome  of  your  Lordfhips  are  for  reforming  them  by 
Degrees. 

*  I  am  not  caCly  perfuaded,  my  Lords,  that  our  Mini- 
fters  really  intend  to  fupply  the  Defeds  that  may  hereafter 
be  difcovered  in  this  Bill ;  it  will  doubtlefs  produce  Money, 
perhaps  much  more  than  they  appear  to  expeft  from  it ; 
I  doubt  not  but  the  licenfed  Retailers  will  be  more  than 

'  fifty  Thoufand,  and  the  Quantity  retailed  mufl  encreale  with 
the  Number  of  Reuilers.  As  the  Bill  will,  therefore,  an- 
Aver  all  the  Ends  intended  by  it,  I  do  not  expedt  to  fee  it 
altered  ;  for  I  have  never  obferved  Minifters  defirous  of  a- 
jncnding  their  own  Errors,  unlefs  they  are  fuch  as  have 
cauied  a  Deficiency  in  the  Revenue. 

'  Befides,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  certain,  that  when  thif 
Fund  i«  mortgaged  to  die  publick  Creditors,  they  can  pre- 
vail upon  the  Commons  to  change  the  Security  ;  they  may 
continue  the  Bill  in  force  for  the  Reafons,  whatever  they 
are»  for  which  they  have  paffed  it ;  and  the  good  Jnten- 
G  g  3  tionf 
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^.  i6.  Geo,  lit  tions  of  our  Mlnifters,  however  fincere,  may  be  defeated ; 
^74^     ^  and  Drunkennefs,  legal  Drunkennefs,  dlabliihcd  in  the  Na- 
^        tion. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  is  very  reafonablc  ;  and  therefore  we 
ought  to  exert  ourfclves  for  the  Safety  of  tlie  Nation,  while 
the  Power  is  yet  in  our  own  Hands  ;  and  without  Regard  to 
the  Opinion  or  Proceedings  of  the  other  Houfe,  (hew  that 
we  are  yet  the  chief  GuarJians  of  the  People. 

*  The  ready  Compliance  of  the  Commons,  with  the  Mea- 
sures propofed  in  this  Bill,  has  been  mentioned  here  with  a 
View,  I  fuppofe,  of  influencing  us ;  but  furely  by  thofc  who 
had  forgotten  our  Independence,  or  reGgned  tlieir  own.  It 
is  not  only  the  Right,  but  the  Duty  of  eitlier  Houfe  to  deli- 
berate, without  Regard  to  the  Determinations  of  the  other  ; 
for  how  would  the  Nation  receive  any  Benefit  from  the  di- 
ftinft  Powers  that  compofe  the  Legiflature,  unlefs  their  De- 
terminations are  without  Influence  upon  each  other  ?  If  ei- 
ther the  Example  or  Authority  of  the  Commons  can  divert 
us  from  following  our  own  Convidtions,  we  arc  no  longer 
Part  of  the  Legiflature  ;  we  hafve  given  up  our  Honours  and 
our  Privileges  ;  and  what  then  is  our  Concurrence  bat  Sla* 
very,  or  our  Suffrage  but  an  Eccho  ? 

*  The  only  Argument,  therefore,  that  now  remains,  is 
tlie  Expediency  of  gratifying  thofe  by  whofc  ready  Subfcrip- 
tion  the  Exigencies  our  new  Statefmen  have  brought  upon 
us  have  been  fupported,  and  of  continuing  the  Securit}'  by 
which  they  have  been  encouraged  to  fuch  liberal  Contri- 
butions. 

*  Publick  Credit,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  of  very  great  Im- 
portance, but  publick  Credit  can  never  be  long  Supported 
without  publick  Virtue ;  nor,  indeed,  if  the  Government 
could  mortgage  the  Morals  and  Health  of  the  People,  would 
it  be  juil  or  rational  to  confirm  the  Bargain  ?  If  the  Miniflry 
can  raife  Money  only  by  the  Deftruftion  of  their  Fcllow- 
Subjefts,  tliey  ought  to  abandon  thofe  Schemes  for  which 
the  Money  is  neceflary  ;  for  what  Calamity  can  be  equal  to 
unbounded  Wickedueis  ? 

'  But,  my  Lords,  there  is  no  Neceffity  for  a  Choice  whidi 
may  cofl  us  or  our  Minifters  fb  much  Regret ;  for  the  fame 
Subfcriptions  may  be  procured  by  an  Offer  of  the  fame  Ad- 
vantages to  a  Fund  of  any  other  Kind  ;  and  the  Sinking- 
Fund  will  eafily  fupply  any  Deficiency  that  might  be  fuA 
pe&cd  in  another  Scheme. 

<  To  confefs  the  Truth,  I  fhould  feel  very  little  Pain 
from  an  Account  that  the  Nation  was  for  fbmc  Time  de- 
iermined  to  be  lels  liberal  of  their  Contributions^  and  that 

Afoney 
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Money  was  withheld,  'till  it  was  known  in  what  Expeditions  An.  i6  Geo.  IT* 
it  was  to  be  employed  ;  to  what  Princes  Si'bfldies  were  to  be        x74»- 
paid,  and  what  Advantages  \\ere  to  be  purclmfed  by  it  for  ' 
our  Country.     I  (hould  rejoice,  my  Lords,  to  hear,  that  ihe 
Lottery,  by  which  the  Deficiencies  of  this  Duty  are  to  be 
fupplied,  was  not  filled  ;  and  that  the  People  were  gro-un, 
at  lal^,  wife  enough  to  dWcern  the  Fraud,  and  to  prtJtr  l,o- 
neft  Commerce,  by  which  all  may  be  Caincrs,    to  a  Game 
by  which  the  greateft  Number  mult  certainly  be  Loiers. 

*  The  Lotteries,  my  Lords,  which  former  .%iiniileis  have 
propofed,  have  always  been  cenfured  by  thofe  that  Taw  il.tlr 
Isature  and  their  'J'cndency  ;  they  have  been  coniiucred  as 
legal  Cheats,  by  which  the  Ignorant  and  ti)e  Kafh  ure  uc- 
fraudedy  and  the  Subtle  and  Avaricious  often  enriched ;  they 
have  been  allowed  to  divert  the  People  from  Trade,  und 
to  alienate  them  from  ufeful  Induftry.  A  iVUn  who  is  un- 
eafy  in  his  Circumf knees,  and  idle  in  his  Difpufition,  col- 
J«fls  the  Remains  of  his  Fortune,  and  buys  1  ickcts  in  a  Lot- 
tery ;  retires  from  Bufincfs,  indulges  himfelf  in  Lazinefs, 
and  waits,  in  fomeobfcure  Place,  the  Event  of  his  Adventure. 
Another,  inftcad  of  employing  his  Stock  in  Trade,  rents  a 
Garret,  and  makes  it  his  Buiinefs,  by  falfe  Intelligence,  and 
chimerical  Alarms,  to  raife  and  fink  the  Price  of  Tickets  al- 
ternately, and  takes  Advantage  of  the  Lies  which  he  has 
himie2f  invented.  • 

*  Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  Traflfick  that  is  produced  by 
this  Scheme  of  getting  Money  ;  nor  were  tlicfe  Inconveni- 
ences unknown  to  the  prefent  Minifters  in  the  Time  of  their 
Predeceflbrs,  whom  they  never  failed  to  purfue  with  the 
loudeft  Clamours,  whenever  the  Exigencies  of  the  Govern- 
ment reduced  them  to  a  Lottery. 

*  If  I,  my  Lords,  might  prefume  to  recommend  to  our 
Miniders  the  mod  probable  Method  of  raifing  a  large  Sum 
for  the  Payment  of  the  Troops  of  the  Ele^oratc,  I  fhould^ 
inftead  of  the  Tax  and  Lottery  now  propofed  advife  them  to 
eflablifh  a  certain  Number  of  licenfed  Wheelbarrows,  on 
which  the  laudable  Trade  of  Thimble  and  Button  might  be  ' 
carried  on  for  the  Support  of  the  War,  and  Shoe-Boys 
might  contribute  to  tlie  Defence  of  the  Houfe  of  Juftria  by 
raffling  for  Apples.  s 

^  Having  now,  my  Lords,  examined,  with  the  utmofl 
Candour,  all  the  Reafons  which  have  been  offered  in  De-^ 
fence  of  the  Bill,  I  cannot  conceal  the  Refult  of  my  En- 
quiry. The  Arguments  have  had  fo  little  Effed  upon  my 
Underftanding,  that  as  every  Man  judges  of  others  by  him- 
I^lf^  I  caanot  believe  that  they  have  any  Influence,  even 
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.An.i6.  Geo.  n.  upon  thofe  that  offer  them;  and,  therefore,  I  am  convinced, 
1741.        that  this  Bill  muft  be  the   Refult  of  Confider^yions  which 
have  been  hitherto  concealed,  and  is  intended  to  promote 
Defigns  which  are  never  to  be  difcovered  by  the  Authors 
before  their  Execution. 

*  With  Regard  to  thefe  Motives  and  Defigns,  however 
artfully  concealed,  every  Lord  in  this  Houfc  is  yet  at  Li- 
berty to  offer  his  conjedures. 

^  When  I  confider,  my  Lords,  the  Tendency  of  this  Bill, 
I  find  it  calculated  only  for  the  Propagation  of  Difeafes, 
the  Siipreffion  of  Induftry,  and  the  Dcltrudion  of  Mankind. 
I  find  it  the  moft  fatal  Engine  that  ever  was  pointed  at  a 
People  ;  an  Engine  by  which  thofe  who  are  not  killed  will 
be  difabled,  and  thofe  who  preferve  their  Limbs  will  be  de- 
prived of  their  Senfes. 

*  This  Bill  therefore  appears  to  be  dcfigned  only  to  thin 
the  Ranks  of  Mankind,  and  to  difburthen  the  AVorld  of 
the  Multitudes  that  inhabit  it,  and  is  perhaps  the  (Irongefl 
Proof  of  political  Sagacity  that  our  new  Minifters  have  yet 
/exhibited.  They  well  know,  my  Lords,  that  they  are  nni- 
verfally  detefted,  and  that  wherever  a  B-Jton  is  deftroyed, 
^hey  arc  freed  from  an  Enemy ;  they  have  therefore  opcneil 
^he  Flood-gates  of  Gin  upon  the  Nation,  that  when  it  is  lefs 
numerous,  it  may  be  more  eafily  governed. 

*  Other  Miniilers,  my  Lords,  who  had  not  attained  to  fb 
great  a  Knowledge  in  the  Art  of  making  War  upon  their 
Country,  when  they  found  their  Enemies  clamorous  and 
bold,  ufed  to  awe  them  with  Profccutions  and  Penalties,  or 
deilroy  them  like  Burglars  with  Prifons  and  with  Gibbets. 
But  every  Age,  my  Lords,  produces  fomc  Improvement  ; 
and  every  Nation,  however  degenerate,  gives  Birth  at  fbme 
happy  Period  of  Time  to  Men  of  a  great  and  interprifing 
Genius.  It  is  our  Fortune  to  be  Witnefles  of  a  new  Dilco- 
very  in  Politics  ;  we  may  congratulate  ourfelves  upon  being 
Contemporaries  with  thofe  Men,  who  have  fhewn  that 
Hangmen  and  Halters  are  unnecellary  in  a  State  ;  and  that 
Miniilers  may  efcape  the  Reproach  of^deftroying  their  Ene- 
mies, by  inciting  them  to  dcllroy  themfelvcs. 

^  This  new  Method  may,  indeed,  have  upon  different 
•ConfUtutions  a  different  Operation ;  it  may  dcftroy  the  Lives 
of  fome,  and  the  Senfes  of  others  ;  but  either  of  thefe  Ef- 
fe^s  will  anfwer  the  Purpofos  of  the  Miniftry,  to  whom  it 
is  indifferent,  provided  the  Nation  bec6mes  infenfible,  whe- 
ther PeiUlcnce  or  Lunacy  prevails  among  them.  Either  mad 
or  dead  the  greateft  Part  of  the  People  muft  quickly  be,  or 
there  is  no  Hope  of  the  Continuance  of  the  prelent  Minifh-y. 
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'  For  this  Purpofe,  my  Lords^  what  could  have  been  in-  A°*  >6«  Ceo*  Il« 
vented  more  efficacious  than  an  Efbbliihroent  of  a  certain  ^  '74*  • 
Number  of  Shops,  at  which  Polfbn  may  be  vended  :  Poifbn 
fo  prepared  as  to  pleafe  the  Palate,  while  it  walles  the 
Strength,  and  kills  only  by  Intoxication.  From  the  fird  In- 
itant  that  any  of  the  Enemies  of  the  MiniAry  (hall  grow  cla» 
moroas  and  turbulent,  a  crafty  Hireling  may  lead  him  to 
the  Minifterial  Slaughter-Houfe,  and  ply  him  with  their  won- 
der-working Liquor,  till  he  is  no  longer  able  to  fpeak  or 
think ;  and,  my  Lords,  no  Man  can  be  more  agreeable  to  our 
Miniflers  than  he  that  can  neither  (peak  nor  think,  except 
thofe  who  fpeak  without  thinking. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  the  Miniflers  ought  to  rcfleA,  that  tho* 
all  the  People  of  the  prefcnt  Age  are  their  Enemies,  yet 
they  have  made  no  Trial  of  the  Temper  and  Inclinations  of 
Poftcrity  j  our  Succel^rs  may  be  of  Opinions  very  different 
from  ours ;  they  may,  perhaps,  approve  of  Wars  on  the 
Continent,  while  our  Plantations  are  inlulted  and  our  Trade 
obHruded  ;  they  may  think  the  Support  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  of  more  Importance  to  ns  than  our  own  Defence  ; 
and  may  perhaps  fo  far  differ  from  their  Fathers^  as  to  ima- 
gine the  Trealures  of  Britain  very  properly  employed  in 
fupporting  the  Troops,  and  increafing  the  Splendor  of  a 
Foreign  Eleftorate. 

*  Whatever,  my  Lords,  be  the  true  Reafbns  for  which  this 
Bill  is  (b  warmly  promoted,  I  think,  they  ought,  at  leaft, 
to  be  deliberately  examined  ;  and  therefore  cannot  think  it 
confident  with  our  Regard  for  the  Nation  to  fuffer  it  to  be 
precipitated  into  a  Law.  The  Year,  my  Lords,  is  not  fb 
far  advanced  but  that  Supplies  may  be  railed  by  (bme  other 
Method,  if  this  ihould  be  rejeded  ;  nor  do  I  think,  that  we 
ought  to  confent  to  this,  even  though  our  Refufal  (hould 
hinder  the  Supplies,  iince  we  have  no  Right,  for  the  Sake 
of  any  Advantage,  however  certain  or  great,  to  violate 
all  the  Laws  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  and  to  fill  the  Ex- 
chequer with  the  Price  of  the  Lives  of  our  Fellow- 
Subje<^8. 

*  Let  us  therefore,  my  Lords,  not  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be 
driven  forward  with  fuch  Hafte  as  may  hinder  us  from  ob- 
ferving  whither  we  are  going  ;  let  us  not  be  perfuaded  to 
precipitate  pur  Counfels  by  thofe,  who  know  that  all  De- 
Jays  will  be  detrimental  to  their  Dcfigns,  becaufe  Delays 
may  produce  new  Information  ;  and  they  are  con(cious^ 
that  the  Bill  will  be  the  lefs  approved  the  more  it  is  un- 
do rllood. 

^  But  every  Reafon  which  they  can  offer  againft  the  Moti- 
on 


(      250      ) 

An.  16.  Geo.  11.  on  is^  in  my  Opinion,  a  Reafon  for  it ;  and  therefore  I  Cbalf 
'74»«         readily  agree  to  poftpone  the  Glaufe,  and  no  lefs  readily  to 
Uffi^—  iJ  fgjc^  the  Biu^ 

^  If,  at  laft,  Reafon  and  Evidence  are  vain,  if  neither  Ju- 
ftice  nor  Companion  can  prevail,  but  the  Nation  mud  be 
deftroy'd  for  the  Support  of  the  Government,  let  us,  at 
leaft,  my  Lords,  confine  our  Allertions,  in  the  Preambif ,  to 
Truth  ;  let  us  not  alHrm  that  Drunkennefs  is  eftablilVd  by 
the  Advice  or  Confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual,  fince  I  am 
confident  not  one  of  them  will  fb  far  contradict  his  own 
Dodtrine,  as  to  vote  for  a  Bill  which  gives  a  Sandion  to  one 
Vice,  and  minifters  Opportunities  and  Temptations  to  all  o- 
thers  ;  and  which,  if  it  be  not  fpeedily  repealed,  will  over- 
flow the  whole  Nation  with  a  Deluge  of  VVickedneis.' 

Then  the  Earl  of  Hay  flood  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows  : 
My  Lordff 
Birl  of  Iby.  '  I  have  attended  for  a  long  Time  to  the  noble  Lord,  not 

without  fome  Degree  of  Uneafinefs,  as  I  think  the  Manner 
in  which  he  has  treated  the  Queltion  neither  confident  with 
the  Dignity  of  this  Aflcmuly,  nor  with  thofe  Rules  which 
ought  to  be  ever  venerable,  the  great  Rules  of  Reafon  and 
Humanity.  Vet  being  now  arriv'd  at  a  Time  of  Life  in 
which  the  Pafllons  grow  calm,  and  Patience  eafily  prevails 
over  any  fudden  Di%uft,  I  forbore  to  difconcert  him,  thoagh 
I  have  known  Interruption  produced  by  much  flighter  Pro- 
vocations. 

'  It  is,  my  Lords,  in  my  Opinion,  a  juft  Maxim,  that 
our  Deliberat;ions  can  receive  very  little  Afliflance  from  Mer- 
riment and  Ridicule  ;  and  that  Truth  is  feldom  difcover*d  by 
thofe  who  are  chiefly  follicltous  to  ftart  a  Jefl.  To  convince 
the  Underflanding  and  to  tickle  the  Fancy,  are  Purpofes 
very  different,  and  muft  be  prompted  by  diffetent  Means  ; 
nor  is  he  always  to  imagine  himfelf  fuperior  in  Difpute,  who 
is  applauded  with  the  loudefl  Laugh, 

*  To  laugh,  my  Lords,  and  to  endeavour  to  communicate 
the  fame  Mirth  to  others,  when  great  Affairs  arc  to  be  con- 
fider'd,  is  certainly  to  negledl  the  End  for  which  we  arc  af- 
fembled,  and  the  Reafon  s  for  which  tlie  Privilege  of  Debat- 
ing was  originally  granted  us.  For  doubtlefs,  my  Lords^ 
our  Honours  ana  our  Power  were  not  conferred  upon  os, 
that  we  might  be  merry  with  the  better  Grace;  or  that  we 
might  meet  at  certain  Times  to  divert  ourfelves  with  turning 
the  great  Affairs  of  the  Nation  to  Ridicule. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  flill  lefs  defenfible  is  this  Prafticc,  when 
-we  are  contriving  the  Relief  of  Mifery,  or  the  Reformation 
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of  Vkc,  when  Calamities  are  preying  upon  Thoufands;  and  An,  i^.  Geo.  ff. 
the  Happinefs^  not  only  of  the  prefent  Age,  but  of  Pofterity,         174a. 
muft  depend  upon  our  Refolutions.     He  that  can  divert  ' 
himfelf  with  the  Sight  of  Mifery  has  furely  very  little  Claim 
to  the  great  Praife  of  Humanity  ;  nor  can  he  be  juiUy  ex- 
emptcd  from  the  Cenfure  of  encreafing  Evils,  who  waftei  in 
laughter  and  Jocularity  that  Time  in  which  he  might  M- 
lievc  'em. 

*  The  Bill  now  before  us  has  been  reprelented  by  thofe 
that  oppofe  it,  as  big  with  Deflrudtion,  and  dangerous  both 
to  the  Lives  and  to  the  Virtue  of  the  People.  We  have 
been  told,  that  it  will  at  once  fill  the  Land  with  Sicknefs  and 
with  Villainy,  and  that  it  will  be  at  the  fame  Time  fatal  to 
pur  Trade  and  to  our  Power ;  yet  thofe  who  are  willing  to 
be  thought  fearful  of  all  thefe  Evils,  and  ardently  defirous 
of  averting  them  from  their  Country,  cannot  without  Laugh- 
ter mention  the  Bill  which  they  oppofe,  or  enumerate  the 
Confeqnences  which  they  dread  from  it,  in  any  other  Lan- 
guage than  that  of  Irony  and  Burlefqne. 

'  Surely,  my  Lords,  fuch  Conduct  gives  Reafbn  for  quef* 
tioning  eidicr  their  Humanity  or  their  Sincerity  ;  for  if  they 
really  fear  fuch  dreadful  Calamities,  how  can  they  be  at  lei- 
fnre  for  Mirth  and  Gayety  ?  How  can  they  fport  over  tho 
Grave  of  Millions,  and  indulge  their  vain  Ridicule,  when 
the  Ruin  of  their  Country  is  approaching  ? 

'  Of  this  Bill,  notwithftanding  the  Acuteaefs  with  which 
it  has  been  examin'd  and  cenfur'd,  I  am  not  afraid  to  affirm^ 
that  it  is  neither  wicked  nor  abfurd  ;  that  all  its  Parts  are 
confident ;  and  that  the  Effeds  to  be  expelled  from  it  are 
Sobriety  and  Health.  I  cannot  find  upon  the  clofefl  Exa- 
mination, either  that  it  will  defeat  its  own  End,  or  that  the 
End  propofed  by  it  is  different  from  that  which  is  profefs'd. 

*  The  Charge  of  encouraging  Vice  and  tolerating  Drun- 
kennefs,  with  which  the  Defenders  of  this  Bill  have  been  fb 
liberally  afpers'd,  may  be,  in  my  Opinion,  more  juflly  re- 
torted upon  thofe  that  oppofe  it ;  who,  though  they  plead 
for  the  Continuance  of  a  Law,  rigorous  indeed,  and  wellt 
intended,  own  that  it  has  by  the  Experience  of  feveral  Years 
been  found  ineffeAual. 

*  What,  my  Lords,  can  a  Drenkard  or  a  Profligate  be 
fiippofed  to  wifh,  but  that  the  Law  may  flill  remain  in  it« 
preient  btate  ;  that  he  may  flill  be  purlued  in  a  Track  by 
•which  he  knows  how  to  efcape,  and  ojJj)ofed  by  Refiraints 
which  he  is  able  to  break  ?  What  can  he  defire  but  that  no 
Laws  fhould  be  made  againfl  him,  but  fuch  as  cannot  be  put 
in  Execution  i 

<Thc 
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Aii»  i6.  deo.  n.  try,  and  of  being  defirous  of  avoxdlug  Information  or  £n- 
'74^^         quify?  left  they  (hould  retard  our  Me^ures  or  contradid  our 
\^   "^""vij  Aflertions. 

*  But  fince  it  is  rcafbnable  to  believe,  my  Lords^  that 
many  ofthofewho  might  afllfl  us  in  this  difficult  Enquiry  are 
now  in  the  Country,  it  is  ncceffary,  that  our  Summons  may 
have  the  EfFedl  which  is  defired,  to  defer  the  Reading  for 
fome  Time.  For  to  what  Purpo(e  will  it  be  to  require  their 
Pre(ence,  at  a  Time  at  which  we  know  it  is  impofllble  for 
them  to  comply  with  our  Orders  ?  To  dircft  what  cannot 
be  done  is  furely  in  its  own  Nature  abfurd  and  contemptible, 
and  on  this  Occafion  will  cxpofe  not  only  our  Underftanding 

,  but  our  Honefly  to  Doubts  ;  for  it  will  be  imagined,  that 
we  are  only  endeavouring  to  make  falfe  Shows  of  Caution  and 
Accuracy  ;  and  that  we,  in  Reality,  defire  to  determine 
without  the  Concurrence  of  thofc  whofe  Prefence  we  publick- 
ly  require. 

*  I  therefore  move,  that  the  third  Reading  of  this  Bill 
may  be  delayed  for  five  Days,  and  tliat  immediate  Summoas 
be  ifTuedforall  the  Lords  to  attend. 

The  Lord  Carteret  fpoke  next/ 
My  Lords, 
Iiord  Carteret.  *  If  it  is  the  Intention  of  the  noble  Lords  to  debate  once 
more  the  Ufefiilnefs  or  Expedience  of  this  Bill,  if  they  have 
any  new  Argument  to  produce,  or  are  defirous  of  another 
Opportunity  to  repeat  thofe  which  have  been  already  beard, 
I  hope  they  will  not  long  withhold,  either  from  themfelves 
or  their  Opponents,  that  Satisfadlion. 

*  Your  Lordfhips  are  fb  well  acquainted  with  the  State  of 
the  Publick,  and  know  fo  well  the  Danger  of  the  Liberties 
of  the  Continent,  the  Power  of  the  Enemies  whom  we  are 
to  oppofe,  the  dreadful  Confequences  of  an  unfuccefsful  Op- 
pofition,  and  the  Neceflity  of  Vigour  and  Expedition  to  pro- 
cure Succefs,  tliat  it  cannot  be  neceffary  to  urge  the  Impro- 
priety of  delaying  the  Bill  from  which  the  Supplies  are  to  be 
cxpe<5ted. 

*  The  Convenience  of  deferring  this  Bill,  however  plau- 
fibly  rcprefented  by  the  noble  Lord  who  made  the  Motion^ 
is  overbalanced  by  the  Neceflity  of  confidering  it  To-mor- 
row. Neceflity  is  an  Argument,  againfl  which  Eloquence 
will  be  employ'd  to  little  Purpofe.  I  therefore,  my  Lords, 
oppofe  the  Motion,  not  that  it  is  unreafonable  in  itfelf,  but 
l^caufe  it  cannot  be  admitted.  I  recommend  Difpatch  on 
this  Occafion,  not  becaufe  it  it  barely  right,  but  becaufeitis 
abfolutely  neceflfary. 

Th« 
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An.  i6.Geo.ar» 

The  Lord  Hervey  then  rofe  up  and  fpoke  to  the  following        i74»* 

My  Lords  y 

<  It  is  always  the  laft  Refource  of  Miniilcrs  to  call  thofe  Lord  Hervey, 
Meafuresneceilary  which  they  cannot  (hew  to  be  juft  ;  when 
they  have  tried  all  the  Arts  of  Fallacy  and  Illuiiony  and 
found  them  all  bafBed,  to  Hand  at  Bay^  becaufe  they  can  fly 
no  longer  ;  look  their  Opponents  boldly  in  the  Face^  and 
ftun  them  with  the  formidable  Sound  of  >iecefrity. 

'  But  it  is  generally  the  Fortune  of  Miniflcrs  to  difcover 
Neceflity  much  fooner  than  they  whofe  Eyes  are  not  fharp- 
cned  by  Employments ;  they  frequently  call  that  Neceflity, 
on  which  no  other  Man  would  bellow  the  Title  of  Expedien- 
cy. ;  and  that  that  is  always  neceflary  to  be  |done,  which 
others  alwsws  think  necefTary  to  be  avoided. 

*  At  prefenty  my  Lords,  I  fee  nothing  neceffary  but  what 
is  equally  neceflary  at  all  Times,  that  we  do  our  Duty  to 
our  Country,  and  difcharge  our  Truft  without  fufl^ering  onr- 
fclves  to  be  terrify 'd  with  imaginary  Dangers,  or  allured  by 
imaginary  Benefits.  The  War  which  is  laid  to  produce  the 
Neceflity  of  this  Bill,  is,  in  my  Opinion,  not  neceflary  in 
itfclf.  And  if  your  Lordfhips  differ  from  me  in  that  Senti- 
ment, it  mufl  be  allow 'd,  that  there  is  Time  fui&cient  to 
provide  Supplies  by  new  Methods.  • 

'  But,  my  Lords,  if  the  Motion  in  which  I  concur,  be 
over-ruled  on  a  Pretence  of  Ncceffity,  it  will  (hew  an  eager 
Defire  to  haflen  a  Bill,  which  if  referred  to  any  twelve 
Men,  not  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  their  Examination 
would  terminate  in  this,  that  they  bring  it  in  guilty  of  wil* 
ful  Murder. 

The  Earl  of  Cholmondeley  (poke  next,   in  Subflance  as  : 

follows  : 

.    My  Lords  y 

'As  there  is  no  Doubt  but  particular  Meafures  may  beE.  ©f  Cholnxm^ 
ibmetim«e  necefllary,  I  difcover  no  Reafon  that  ought  to  deiey« 
hinder  the  Mention  of  that  NecefTity  ;   for  furely  where  it 
can  be  aflerted  with  Truth,  it  is  the  moft  powerful  of  all 
Arguments,  and  cannot  be  wifely  or  honeftly  neglected. 

*  In  the  prefent  Cafe,  my  Lords,  I  can  difcover  no  Im- 
propriety in  mentioning  it ;  for  I  fuppofe  that  noble  Lord 
did  not  intend  to  reftrain  it  to  the  moft  rieorous  Senfe  ;  he 
did  not  mean,  that  there  is  the  fame  Neceflity  of  reading 
this  Bill  To-morrow,  for  the  Succefs  of  the  \\\r,  .\^  ..  cx- 
tinguifliing  a  Fire  for  the  Prefervation  of  a  Tgwn  ;  but  hat 

ihe 
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•Amx6<Oeo.n,  *^c  Reafons  for  Difpatcli  abfolutcly  over-balanced  all  the 
i74».         Pleas  that  could  be  ofTer'd  for  Delays. 

'  This  Neceflity,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  aHiam'd  to  aflert 
after  him  ;  nor  can  I  think  it  confident  with  common  Pni- 
dencty  in  the  prefent  Situation  of  our  AfEiirs,  to  defer  the 
third  Reading  beyond  To-morrow  ;  for  the  Supplies  which 
this  Bill  muft  produce,  are  to  be  employ *d  in  Attempts  of  the 
utmoll  Importance,  and  which  cannot  fail  without  the  Ruin 
of  a  great  Part  of  Mankind,  and  an  irreparable  Injury  to 
tliis  Nation. 

'  I  cannot  therefore  but  confefs  my  Surprife  at  the  Vehe- 
mence with  which  this  Bill  is  oppofed  ;  Vehemence  fo  great, 
that  fome  Lords  have  been  tranlported  beyond  that  Decency 
which  it  is  our  Duty  and  our  Intereft  topreferve  in  our  Deli- 
berations ;  nor  have  retrained  themfelves  from  ExprefFions, 
which,  upon  Refle^on,  I  believe  they  will  not  think  defen- 
fiblc  ;  from  among  which  I  cannot  but  take  Notice  of  the 
horrid  and  opprobrious  Term  of  Murkier. 

*  The  Reverend  Prelates  who  have  fpoken  againft  the  Bill, 
may  be  as  eafilv  belicv'd  to  be  as  zealous  for  Virtue  as  thofc 
who  have  indulged  themfelves  in  this  Violence  of  Language  ; 
yet  they  have  never  charged  thofe  who  defend  the  Meafures 
now  propofed  with  the  Guilt  of  Murder y  but  have  decently 
delivered  their  own  Opinion  s^  without  reproaching  thofe  who 
dffFer  from  them. 

'  For  my  Part,  my  Lords,  as  I  cannot  think  the  Motion 
for  further  Delay,  (eafonable  or  proper,  or  neceflkry  to  the 
Difcovery  of  Truth,  or  confiftent  with  the  Welfare  of  the 
Nation,  it  is  my  Refolution  to  voteagainft  it.' 

The  Duke  o£ Bedford  fpoke  next. 
My  Lordsy 
fc  of  Bedford.  >       '  The  Ardour  with  which  the  noble  Lord  appears  to  re- 
fen  t  the  Indignity  offer'd  to  the  Bill,    fhews  only  that  be 
himfelf  approves  it,  but  not  that  it  deferyes  the  Approbatfon 
of  the  Houfc. 

'  I  think  it  of  Ufe,  notwithftanding  the  plauSble  Pleas 
of  Decency  or  Politenefs,  that  every  Thing  fhould  in  this 
Houfe  be  called  by  its  right  Name  ;  that  we  may  not  dif- 
pute  for  one  Thing  and  vote  for  another  ;  and  fincc  the 
Bill  will  certainly  deftroy  Multitudes,  if  it  promotes  the  Sale 
of  diftiird  Spirits,  and  it  has  been  proved  that  it  will  pro- 
^  mote  it,  I  know  not  by  what  Appellation  to  denominate  its 
EfFeas,  if  that  be  deny'd  me  which  has  been  already 
ufed/ 

<  Thca 


(     2^7     ) 
Then  the  Qucftion  being  put,  that  the  third  Reading  of  Aa.  i6.  Ce«.  H. 
the  faid  Bill  be  put  ofF  for  hve  Days,  it  was  rcfolv'd  in  the         '74^* 
Negative,  by  52  againft   29.     And  the  next  Dav  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  Heading  thereof,  and  an  Order  made  for  fum- 
moniDg  the  Lords  to  attend. 

The  Houfe  being  met  accordingly,  Lord  Hervey  (poke  to 
the  following  EiTetft  : 
Afy  Lords  y 

'  The  Tendency  of  the  Bill,  which   we  are  now  to  ap- ,    .  „ 
prove  or  rejea,  is  fo  apparently  deftruaive  to  the  Ends  of  *^  "*'^' 
Covernmen^  fo  apparently  dangerous  to  publick  Happinefs, 
and  fo  contrary  to   the  Inllitutions   of  the  moft  celebrated 
Lawgivers,  and  the  Policy  of  the  moft  flourifhing  Nations, 
that  1  idJl  continue  to  think  it  my  Duty  to  ftruggie  againft 

*  Alraoft  every  Legiflature  of  the  World,  my  Lords,  from 
whatever  Original  he  derived  his  Authority,  has  exerted  it  in ' 
the  Prohibition  of  fuch  Foods  as  tended  to  injure  the  Health, 
and  deftroy  the  Vigour  of  the  People  for  whom  he  deCgu'd 
his  Inftitutions. 

*  The  great  Inftrudor  of  the  Jews  *,  who  delivered  his 
Laws  by  divine  Authority,  prohibited  the  Ufe  of  Swine's 
Fleflj,  for  no  other  Caufc,  (o  for  as  human  Realbn  is  able 
to  difcover,  than  that  it  corrupted  the  Blood,  and  produced 
loathfome  Difealcs  and  Maladies  which  defccndcd  to  Poile- 
rity  ;  and  therefore  in  prohibiting,  after  his  Example,  the 
U(e  of  Liquors  which  produce  the  fame  EHccls,  we  lliall 
follow  the  Authority  of  the  great  Governor  of  the  Uni- 
verfe. 

'  The  Author  of  another  Religion  |,  a  Religion  founded, 
indeed,  on  Superftition  and  Credulity,  but  which  prevails 
over  a  very  great  Part  of  the  Earth,  has  laid  his  Followers 
under  Reltraints  ftill  more  (evcrc  ;  he  has  forbidden  them  to 
dispel  their  Cares,  or  exalt  their  Pleafurcs  with  Wine,  has 
banifh'dfrom  their  Banquets  that  ufeful  Opponent  of  trouble- 
fomeRefiet^tion,  and  doom'd  all  thofe  who  receive  his  Law^ 
not  to  Sobriety  only  but  to  Abftinence. 

*  The  Authority  of  this  Man,  my  Lords,  cannot  indeed 
be  urged  as  unexceptionable  and  decifive  ;  but  the  Reception 
of  his  Impoiture  fhews,  atleaft,  that  he  was  not  unacquaint- 
ed with  human  Nature,  and  that  he  knew  how  to  adapt  *his 
Forgeries  to  the  Nations  among  which  he  vented  them  ;  nor 
can  it  be  denied,  but  the  Prohlbinon  of  Wine  was  found 
generally  ufoful,  fince  it  obtained  fo  ready  a  Compliance. 
VoL.VIlL  Part  21  Hh  *  AU 
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Am  16.  Ceo.ll.      *  All  Nations  of  the  World,  my  Lords,  in  every  Age  of 
174*'         which  there  remain  any  hiftorical  Accounts,  have  agreed  in 
^  the  Neccfllty  of  laying  Reftraint  upon  Appetite,  and   fetting 
Bounds  to  the  Wamonncfs  of  Luxury.  Every  Legiflatnrc  has 
claimed  and  pradlfcd  the  Right  of  \\1thho!ding  thofc  Ples- 
fures  which  the  People  have  appeared  inclined  to  ufe  to  Ex- 
cefs,  and   preferring  the  Safety  of  Multitudes  whom  Liberty 
would  deftroy,  to  the  Convenience  of  thofe  who  would  have 
enjoyed  it,  within  the  Limits  of  Reafon  and  of  Virtue. 

*  The  Welfare  of  the  Publlck,  my  Lords,  has  always 
been  allo\V'd  the  fupreme  Law  ;  and  when  any  Governors 
facrifice  the  general  Good  either  to  private  Views,  or  tem- 
porary Convenience,  they  deviate  at  once  from  Integrity 
and  Policy  ;  tliey  betray  their  Truft,  and  negleft  their  true 
Intered, 

'  The  Prohibition  of  thofe  Commodities  which  arc  in- 
ftrumental  to  Vice,  is  not  only  di<itated  by  Policy  hut  Na- 
ture, nor  does  it  indeed  require  much  Sagacity,  when  the  Evil 
is  knovvn,  to  find  the  proper  Remedy  ;  for  even  the  laUj.is 
who  have  not  yetreduc'd  the  Art  of  Government  to  a  Science, 
nor  learned  to  make  long  Harangues  upon  the  different  In - 
terefts  of  Foreign  Powers,  the  Necellity  of  raifing  Supplies, 
or  tlie  Importance  and  Extent  of  Manufa<5turcs,  have  yet 
been  able  to  difcover,  that  diftilPd  Spirits  arc  pernicious  to 
Society,  and  that  the  Ufe  of  them  can  only  be  hindered  by 
prohibiting  the  Sale. 

'  For  this  Reafon,  my  Lords,  they  have  petitioned,  that 
ttone  of  this  delicious  Poifon  fhould  be  imported  into  Gar- 
cia ;  they  have  defired  us  to  confine  this  Fountain  of  Wick- 
ednefs  and  Mifery  to  ftream  in  our  own  Country,  withort 
pouring  upon  them  thofc  Inundations  of  Debauchery,  by 
which  wc  are  ourfelves  overflowed. 

*  When  we  may  be  juftly  fent  to  learn  from  tlie  rude  and 
ignorant  fndiam\hc  firft  Elements  of  Civil  Wifdom,  we  have 
furely  not  much  Right  to  boaft  of  our  Forefight  and  Know- 
ledge ;  wc  mud  furely  confefs,  that  we  have  hitherto  valued 
ourfelves  upon  our  Arts  with  very  little  Reafon,  fince  wc 
have  not  learned  how  to  preferve  either  Wealth  or  Virtue, 
either  Peace  or  Commerce, 

*  The  Maxims  of  our  Politicians,  my  Lords,  differ  wide- 
ly from  thofc  of  the  Indian  Savages,  as  they  arc  the  Ef?efis 
of  longer  Confideration,  and  Reafonings  formed  upon  more 
cxtenfive  Views.  What  Indian^  my  Lords,  would  have 
contrived  to  hinder  his  Countrymen  from  Drunkcnnefs,  by 
placing  that  Liquor  in  their  Houfes  which  tempted  thenv 
to  Excefs }  or  would  have  difcQvered  that  Prohibitions  only 

were 
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li'^re  theCaufe  of  boiindlefs  ExcclFes  ;    that  to  fubdue  thcAn.Y6  Geo.  ft. 
Appetite  nothing  was  nccclfary  but  to   folicit  it ;  and  that         i74»» 
what  was  always  offered  would  never  be  received  ?  The  In^   ^ 
diansy  in   the  Smiplicity  of  Men  unacquainted  with  European 
and  Briti/b  Refinement,  imagined,  that   to   put  an  End  to 
the  Ufe  of  any  Thing,,  it  was  only  neceflary  to  take  it  away ; 
and  conceived,  that  they  could  not  promote  Sobriety  more 
efFe^ually,  than  by  allowing  the  People  nothing  with  which 
they  could  be  drunk, 

*  But  if  our  Politicians  (hould  fend  MifEonaries  to  teach 
them  the  Art  of  Government,  they  would  quickly  be  fhewn, 
that  if  they  would  accompli fh  their  Defign,  they  mud  appoint 
every  tenth  Man  among  them  to  diftribute  Spirits  to  the 
Tsine,  and  to  drink  them  himfclf  in  what  Quantity  they  flial I 
dedre,  and  that  then  the  Peace  of  their  Country  will  be  no 
longer  dillurb'd  by  the  Qiiarrcls  of  Debauchery. 

*  It  is,  indeed,  not  without  Amazement,  that  I  hear  this 
Bill  fcrioufly  defended  as  a  Scheme  for  fuppreffing  Drunken - 
nefs  ;  and  find  fome  Lords,  who  admit  that  fifty  rhoufand 
Houfes  will  be  opened  for  the  publick  Sale  of  Spirits,  aflert 
that  a  lefs  Quantity  of  Spirits  will  be  fold. 

^  The  Foundation  oi  this  Opinion  is  in  itftif  very  uncer- 
tain ;  for  nothing  more  is  urged,  but  that  all  who  fell  under 
the  Samflion  of  a  Licence  will  be  ready  to  infdrm  againft 
thofe  by  whom  no  Licence  has  been  purchafed,  and  that 
therefore  fifty  thoufand  licenfed  Retailers  may  hurt  a  greater 
Number,  who  now  fell  Spirits  in  Opporition  to  the  Law. 

*  All  this,  my  Lords,  is  very  far  from  Certainty  ;  for  it 
cannot  be  proved,  that  there  are  now  fo  great  a  Number  of 
Retailers  as  this  h&.  may  produce  ;  it  is  likely  that  Security 
will  encourage  many  to  engage  in  this  Trade,  who  are  at 
prefent  deterred  from  it  by  Danger.  It  is  poffible,  that 
thofe  who  purchafe  Licences  may  nevertheleis  forbear  to 
profcculc  thofe  that  fell  Spirits  without  ,the  Proteftion  of  the 
Law.  They  may  forbear,  my  Lords,*  from  the  common 
Principles  of  Humanity,  bccauiethey  think  thofe  poorTraders 
deferve  rather  Pity  than  Punifliment ;  they  may  forbear  from 
a  Principle  that  operates  more  frequently,  and  too  often 
more  ftrongly,  a  Regard  to  their  own  Intereft.  Thcj  may 
themfelves  offend  the  Law  by  fome  otl  cr  Parts  of  their 
Conduft,  and  may  be  unwilling  to  provoke  an  InfpcdHon 
into  their  own  Actions,  by  betraying  officioufly  the  Faults 
of  their  Neighbours  ;  or  they  may  be  influenced  by  imme- 
diate Terrors,  and  expe^  to  be  hunted  to  Death  by  the 
Rage  of  the  Populace. 

*  All  thefc  ConCderations  may  be  urged  againft  the  only 
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An.  1^.  Geo.  II.  SuppoCtlon  that  has  been  made,  with  any  Shew  of  Rcafon, 
»74a'  in  favour  of  the  Bill  ;  and  of  thefe  various  Circumftanccs 
fomc  one  or  other  will  alraoft  always  be  found.  Every  Man 
will  have  either  Fear,  or  Tity,  becaufe  alraoft  every  good 
Man  is  inclined  to  CompafEon,  and  every  wicked  Man  is  in 
Danger  from  the  Law  ;  and  I  do  not  fee  any  Reafbn  for 
imagining,  that  the  People  will  tolerate  Informers  more  uil- 
lingly  now  than  of  late  \  ears.       ^ 

*  But  fuppofe  it  (hould  be  granted,  tho'  it  cannot  be  cer- 
tain, and  has  not  yet  been  (hewn  to  be  probable,  that  the 
clandettinc  Trade  will'be  interrupted,  I  am  not  able  to  fol- 
low thefe  miniflerial  Reafoners^  immediately  to  the  Confe- 
quence  which  they  draw  from  this  Conceffion, '  ajid  which 
muft  be  drawn  from  it,  if  it  be  of  any  Ufe  in  the  DeciConof 
the  Qiieftion  ;  nor  can  I  fee  that  the  Confumption  of  Spiri- 
tuous Liquors  will  be  made  Icfs. 

*  Let  us  examine,  my  Lords,  the  Premifes  and  the  Con- 
fequences  together,  without  fuffering  our  Attention  to  be  led 
aftray  by  ufelefs  ^Digreifions.  Spirits  will  be  now  foJd  only 
with  Licence  I  therefore  Icfs  will  be  fold  than  when  they 
were  fold  only  by  Stealth  ! 

'  Surely,  my  Lords,  fuch  Arguments  will  not  much  in- 
fluence this  Aflembly.  M^hy,  my  Lords,  fhould  Icfs  be 
bought  now  than  formerly  ?  It  is  not  denied,  that  there  ^ill 
be  in  every  Place  a  licensed  Shop  where  Dninkennefs  mr.y 
riot  in  Security,  and  what  can  be  more  inviting  to  Wretches 
who  place  in  Drimkennefs  their  utniod  Felicity  ^  If  you 
(hould  favourably  fuppofe  no  more  to  be  fold,  yet  why  fhould 
thofe  who  now  buy  any  fuppofed  Quantity,  buy  lets  when 
lhe*Reftraint  is  taken  away  ? 

'  If  it  be  urged,  that  the  prefcnt  Law  does  in  Reality 
impofe  no  Reftraint,  the  intended  Aft  will  make  no  Altera- 
tion. There  is  no  real  Prohibition  now  ;  there  will  be  no 
nominal  Prohibition  hereafter  ;  and  therefore  the  Law  will 
only  produce  what  it's  Advocates  expeft  from  it,  a  yearly 
Addition  to  the  Revenue  of  the  Government,  But,  my 
Lords,  let  us  at  laft  enquire,  to  what  it  is  to  be  imputed, 
that  the  prefent  Law  Avells  the  Statutc-Book  to  no  Purpofe  > 
and  why  this  pernicious  Trade  is  carried  on  witli  Confidence 
and  Security,  in  Oppofition  to  the  Law  ?  It  will  not  (iircly 
be  confelfed,  that  the  Government  has  wanted  Authority  to 
execute  its  own  Laws  ;  that  the  Legiflature  has  been  awed 
by  tlie  Populace,  by  the  Dregs  of  the  Populace,  the  Drunk- 
ards and  the  Beggars  !  yet  when  the  Provifions  made  for 
the  Execution  of  a'  Law  fo  falutary,  fo  juft,  and  fo  nccef- 
fary,  were  found  dcfeftive^  why  were  aot  gthers  fublHtutcd 
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of  greater  EiScacy  ?  "Why,  vhen  one  Informer  was  torn  in  ^^^  ,5.  ceo,  11. 
Pieces,  were  there  not  new  Seairities  propofed  to  proted         174a. 
thofe  who  fhould  t)y  the  fame  Offence  difpleaie  the  People 
afterwards  ? 

*  The  Law,  my  Lords,  has  failed  of  a  great  Part  of  its 
EfFcd  ;  but  it  has  felled  by  Cowardice  on  one  Part,  and  Ne- 
gligence on  another  ;  and  though  the  Duty,  as  ir  was  laid, 
was  in  itfelf  fomewhat  invidious,  it  would  however  have  been 
enforced,  could  the  Revenue  have  gained  as  much  by  the 
Puuifhment,  as  was  gained  by  the  Toleration  of  Debauch- 
cry. 

*  It  has  however  Come  EfFed  ;  it  may  be  imagined,  tliat 
no  Man  can  bctrufied  whe^:e  he  is  not  known,  and  that  fome 
Men  are  known  too  well  to  be  trufted  ;  and  therefore  many 
mad  be  occafionoJly  hindered  from  drinking  Spirits,  while 
the  Law  remains  in  its  prerent  State,  who,  when  Houfcs 
are  (ct  open  by  Licence,  will  never  want  an  Opportunity  of 
complying  with  their  Appeti ties. 

'  This  Bill,  therefore,  my  Lords,  is,  as  it  has  been  term- 
ed, only  an  Experiment  ;  an  Experiment,  my  Lords,  of  a 
very  daring  Kind,  which  none  would  hazard  blit  Empirical 
Politicians.  It  is  an  Experiment,  to  difcover  how  far  the 
Vices  of  the  Populace  may  be  made  ufeful  to  the  Govern- 
ment^ what  Taxes  may  be  raifed  upon  Poifon,  and  how 
much  the  Court  may  be  enriched  by  die  Defhndtion  of  the 
Subjea. 

*  The  Tendency  of  this  Bill  is  fo  evident,  that  thofe  who 
appeared  as  its  Advocates  have  rather  endeavoured  to  de/eat 
their  Opponents,  by  charging  their  Propofals  with  Abfurdi- 
ty,  than  by  extenuating  the  ill  Coniequences  of  their  own 
Scheme. 

'  Their  principal  Charge  is,  that  thofe  who  oppofe  the  Bill 
recommend  a  total  Prohibition  of  all  Spirits.  This  Aflertion 
gives  them  an  bpportunity  of  abandoning  their  own  Caufo, 
to  expatiate  upon  the  innocent  U(e  of  Spirits,  of  their  Effica- 
cy ill  Medicine,  and  their  Convenience  in  domeftickBufinefs, 
and  to  advance  a  Multitude  of  Polltions  which  they  know 
will  not  be  denied,  but  which  may  be  at  once  made  nfelefs 
to  them,  by  alfuring  them  rfiat  no  Man  defires  to  deftroy 
the  Diftillery  for  the  Pleafure  of  deftroying  it,  or  intends 
any  Thing  more  than  fome  Provifions.  which  may  hinder  di- 
ftili'd  Spirits  from  being  drank  by  common  People  upon 
common  Occafions. 

*  Having  thus  obviated  the  only  Anfwer  that  has  hitherto 
been  made  to  the  Itrong  Arguments  which  have  been  offered 
againft  tlie  Bill,  I  muil  declare,  that  I  have  heard  nothing 
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An.  i6.  Gco.II.elfe  that  deferves  an  Anfwer,  or  that  can  pofTibly  make  any 
i74i«         ImpreiTion  in  Favour  of  the  Bill  :  A  Bill,  myLordsy  teeming 

%m  '^)^'^mj  ^i^  Sedition  and  Idlenefs,  Diieafes  and  Robbenes  ;  a  Bill 
that  will  enfeeble  die  Body,  corrupt  the  Mind,  and  turn  the 
Cities  of  this  populous  Kingdom  into  Prifons  for  Villains,  or 
Hofpitals  for  Cripples  ;  and  which  I  tliink  it  therefore  our 
Puty  to  reje<^l. 

The  Lord  LonfiaU  fpokc  next  lo  ihe  EfFed  following: 

lord  LonfJalc.  <  The  Bill,  on  which  we  are  now  finally  to  determine,  is 
of  fuch  a  Tendency,  tliat  it  cannot  be  raacle  a  Law,  without 
an  open  and  avowed  Difregard  to  all  the  Rules  which  it  has 
been  hitherto  thought  the  general  Interell  of  human  Nature 
to  preferve  inviolable.  It  is  oppofiic  at  once  to  the  Precepts 
of  the  V\'i('e,  and  the  Prafticc  of  the  Good  ;  to  the  original 
Principles  of  Virtue,  and  the  eftabliflicd  Maxims  of  Policy. 

*  I  Ihall  however  only  confidcr  it  with  relation  to  Policy^ 
bccaufe  the  other  Confideratiou  will  naturally  co-incide. 

<  The  firft  Principle  of  Policy,  my  Lords,  teaches  us,  diat 
the  Power  and  Grcatnefs  of  a  State  arifes  from  the  Number  of 
its  People  ;  uninhabited  Dominions  are  an  empty  Show,  and 
ierve  only  to  encumber  the  Nation  to  which  they  belong, 
they  are  a  JCind  of  pompous  Ornaments,  which  mull  be 
thrown  away  in  Time  of  J^angcr,  and  equally  unfit  for  Re- 
filbnce  and  Retreat. 

*  In  the  prefcnt  War,  my  Lords,  if  the  Number  of  our 
People  were  equal  to  that  of  the  two  Nations  againft  uhich 
we  are  engaged,  the  Narrownefs  of  our  Dominions  vould 
give  us  a  relilllefs  Superiority ;  as  we  have  fewer  Polls  to  de- 
fend, v/e  might  fend  more  Forces  to  attack  our  Enemies, 
who  mull  be  weak  in  every  Part,  bccaufe  they  muft  be  dif- 
perfed  to  a  very  great  Extent.  The  Torrent  of  War,  as  a 
Flood  of  Water,  is  only  violent  while  it  is  confined,  but  lofes 
its  Force  as  it  is  more  diffufed. 

*  In  confequence  of  ihis  Maxim,  my  Lords,  it  is  propofed, 
•that  becaufe  we  are  at  War  againfl  two  mighty  Powers,  we 
fliall  endeavour  to  dcflroy  by  Spirits  at  home  thofe  who  can- 
not fall  by  the  Sword  of  the  Enemy,  and  that  we  endeavour 
to  hinder  the  Produdlion  of  another  Generation  ;  for  it  is 
•well  known,  and  has  in  this  Debate  been  univerfallyallow'd, 
that  the  prcfent  Pradice  of  drinking  Spirits  will  not  only  dc- 
llroy  the  prclent  Race  but  debilitate  the  next. 

*  This  furely,  my  Lords,  is  a  Time  at  which  we  ocght 
very  iludioully  to  watch  over  the  Prefcrvation  of  thofc  Lives 
Vfhicji  we  are  not  compelled  to  expofe,  and  endeavour  to  rc- 
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brieve  the  Lofles  of  War  by  encouraging  Induftry,   Tempc-  An.  16.  Geo.  U. 
ranee  and  Sobriety.  i74»« 

*  AnotRer  Principle  of  Government  which  the  Wlfdom  of  ^ 
our  Progenitors  eftabliftied,  was  to  fupprefs  Vice  with  the 
iitmoft  Diligence ;  for  as  Vice  miift  always  produce  Mi- 
iery  to  thofc  whom  it  infedts,  and  Danger  to  thofe  who 
arc  confidercd  as  its  Enemies,  it  is  contrary  to  the  End 
of  Government ;  and  the  Government  which  encourages 
Vice  is  necellariJy  labouring  for  its  ovn  Dcilruction  :  For 
the  Good  will  not  fupport  it,  becaufe  they  are  not  benefited 
by  it,  and  the  Wicked  will  betray  it  becaufe  they  are  wic- 
ked. 

*  How  little  then,  my  Lords,  do  our  fagacious  Politicians 
nnderfbnd  their  own  Intereft  by  promoting  Drunkennefs 
and  Luxury,  of  which  the  natural  Train  of  Confequences 
are  Idlenefs,  Necellity,  Wickedncfs,  Defperation,  Sedition, 
and  Anarchy  J  How  little  do  they  underftand  what  it  is 
that  gives  Stability  to  the  Fabrick  otour  Conftitution,  if  they 
imagine  it  can  long  (land,  when  it  is  not  fupported  by  Vir- 
tue, 

*  In  Confcquence  of  thefc  Maxims,  another  may  be  ad- 
vanced, that  all  Trades;  which  tend  to  impair  either  the 
Health  or  Virtue  of  the  People,  fhould  be  prohibited  ;  for 
fince  the  Strength  of  the  Community  conflfts  in  the  Number 
and  the  Happinefs  of  the  People,  no  Trade  deferves  to  be 
cultivated  which  does  not  contribute  to  the  one  or  the  other  ; 
for  the  End  of  Trade,  as  of  all  other  human  Attempts,  is  the 
Attainment  of  Happinefs. 

'  If  any  Trade  that  conduces  not  to  the  'Happinefs  of  the 
Community  by  encreafing  either  the  Number  or  the  Virtue 
of  the  People,  be  induftrioufly  cultivated,  the  Legiflature 
ought  to  fupprefs  it ;  if  any  ManufaAure  that  adminiders 
Temptations  to  Wickedncfs  be  flourilhing  and  extenfive,  it 
has  already  been  too  long  indulged ;  and  the  Government 
can  attone  for  its  Remiffnefs  only  by  rigorous  Inhibitions,  k- 
vcre  Profecutions,  and  vigilant  Inquiries. 

*  That  the  Trade  of  Diftilling,  my  Lords,  had  advanced 
Co  Hift  among  us,  that  our  Manufa^nrcrs  of  Poiibn  are  arriv'd 
at  the  ntmoft  Degree  of  Skill  in  their  Profcffion,  and  that  the 
Draughts  which  they  prepare  are  greedily  fwallowed  by 
tliofe  who  rarely  look  beyond  the  prelent  Moment,  or  in- 
quire what  Price  mult  be  paid  for  the  prefent  Gratification  ; 
that  the  People  have  been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  daily  Stupe- 
fa^ion,  that  tliey  are  become  mutinous,  if  they  are  reftram- 
ed  from  it  ;  and  tbut  the  Law  which  was  intenaedto  fupprefs 
their  Luxury  cannot,  without  Tnmults  and  Bloodibea,  bo 
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Afi.  1$,  Geo.  Ikf^  in  Execution,  arc,  in  my  Opinion^  very  alfe&lng  Confi- 
174a.        derations,  but  the)'  can  furely  be  of  no  Ulc  for  the  Defence 
^  of  this  Bill.  # 

*  The  more  extenllve  the  Trade  of  Diftilling,  tlie  more 
n^nftfwallow  the  Poifon  which  it  affords  ',  the  more  palatable 
the  Liquor  is  made^  the  more  dangerous  is  the  Temptation  ; 
and  the  more  corrupt  the  People  are  become,  the  more  ur- 
gent Is  tlie  Neccfllty  of  extirpating  thofe  that  have  corrupted 
them. 

'  I  am  not,  my  Lords,  lefs  convinced  of  the  Importance 
of  Trade,  than  thofe  Lords  who  have  fpokcn  in  the  moft  pa- 
thetick  Language  for  the  Continuance  of  the  Manufadure  ; 
but  my  Regard  for  Trade  naturally  determines  me  to  vote 
againit  a  Bill  by  which  Idlenefs,  the  Pell  of  Commerce^  inofl 
be  encouraged,  and  thofe  Hands,  by  which  our  Trade  is  to 
be  carried  on,  muft  be  firft  infeebled  and  ibon  afterwards  de- 
flroyed. 

*  Nor  is  this  Kind  of  Debauchery,  ray  Lords,  lefs  de- 
ftrudlive  to  the  Intcreft  of  thofe  whofe  Riches  confifl  in 
Lands  than  of  thofe  who  arc  engaged  in  Commerce  ;  for  it 
undoubtedly  hinders  the  Confumption  of  aUnoft  every  Thing 
tlia;  Land  can  produce,  of  that  Corn  which  (hould  be  made 
into  Bread,  and  brewed  into  more  wholfome  Drink,  of  that 
Flefh  which  is  fed  for  the  Market,  and  even  of  that  Wool 
which  fhould  be  worked  into  Cloth.  It  has  been  often  men- 
tioned ludicroufly,  but  with  too  much  Truth,  that  ftrong 
Liquors  are  to  the  meaner  People,  Meat,  Drink  and  Cloaths  ; 
that  they  depend  on  them  alone  forSuftenance  and  Warmth, 
and  that  they  defire  to  forget  their  Wants  in  Drunkennefs 
rather  than  fupply  them.  If  we  therefore  examine  this  Qae- 
ftion  with  regard  to  Trade,  we  (hall  find,  that  the  Money 
which  is  rpcut  m  Drunkennefs  for  the  Advantage  only  of  one 
DKtiller,  would  fiipport,  if  otherwife  expended,  a  great 
ISumbcr  of  Labourers,  Hufbandmen  and  Traders,  Unce  one 
IMan  employed  at  the  Still  may  fupply  by  the  Means  of  De- 
bauchery fiich  Numbers,  as  could  not  be  furnifhed  with  in- 
nocent Victuals  and  warm  Cloaths,  but  by  the  Induflry  of 
many  Hands,  and  the  Concurrence  of  many  Trades. 

'  Numbers,  my  Lords,  are  necefTary  to  Succefs  in  Com- 
merce as  in  War  ;  if  the  Manufadurers  be  few,  Labour  will 
be  dear  ;  and  the  Value  of  the  Commodity  muft  always  be 
proporLioned  to  the  Price  ofLabour. 

^  Thcfc,  my  Lords,  are  the  Arguments  by  which  I  have 
hitherto  been  incited  to  oppofe  this  Bill,  which  I  have  not 
found  that  any  of  its  Defenders  can  chide;  for  tliey  content 
<henifdvc5  witlj  a  cowardly  conccflioa  to  the  Multitude,  al- 
low 
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low  them  to  proceed  in  \\lckednefs,  confefs  they  have  found  j^^  ,5^  q^^  jI^ 
ihcmfelves  npable  to  oppofc  their  fovereign   Pleafure,  or  to     '  1744.  * 
withhold  them  from  purfuing  their  own  Inclinations  ;  and   ^w*^*— li^ 
therefore  have  figacioufly  contrived  a  Scheme,  by  which  they 
hope  to  gain   k>me  Advantage  from  the  Vices  which  they 
cannot  reform. 

'  But,  whoy  my  Lords,  can  without  Horror  and  Indigna- 
tion, hear  ibofc,  who  are  entrufled  with  the  Care  of  the  Pub- 
bck,  contriving  to  take  Advantage  of  the  Ruin  of  their 
Couatry  ? 

*  Let  others,  my  Lords,  vote  as  their  Confciences  will 
dlreA  them,  I  (hall  likewife  follow  the  Dilates  of  my  Heart ; 
and  (hall  avoid  any  Concurrence  with  a  Scheme,  which 
though  it  may  for  a  Time  benefit  the  Government,  muft  de-* 
flroy  the  Strength  and  Virtue  of  the  People,  and  at  once  im- 
pair Qiir  Trade,  and  depopulate  our  Country. 

Lord  Carteret  then  rofe  up,  and  ipoke  in  SubAance  as 
follows  : 
Mj  Lords  y 

'  The  Warmth  with  which  this  Debate  has  been  hitherto  Lord  Carteret. 
carried  on,  and  with  which  tlie  Progrefs  of  this  Bill  has  been 
oppoied,  is,  in  my  Opinion,  to  be  imputed  to  ilrong  Preju* 
dices  formed  when  the  Queflion  was  firft  propofed  ;  by 
which  the  noble  Lords  have  been  incited  to  warm  Declama- 
tions and  violent  Invedives,  who  having  once  heated  dieir 
Minds  with  Sufpicions,  have  not  been  able  to  confider  the 
Propofitions  before  them  with  Calmncfs  and  Impartiality  ; 
but  have  purfued  their  iirll  Notions,  and  have  employed  their 
Eloquence  in  difplaying  the  Abfurdity  of  Pofitions  never  ad- 
vanced, and  the  Mifchief  of  Confequences  which  will  never 
be  produced. 

*  It  is  firft  tp  be  conCdered,  my  Lords,  that  this  Bill  is 
intended,  not  to  promote,  but  to  hinder,  the  Confumption 
of  Spirituous  Liquors  ;  it  is  therefore  by  no  Means  neccfla- 
ry  to  expatiate  upon  that  which  is  prefuppofed  in  the  Bill, 
the  pernicious  Quality  of  Spirits,  the  deteftable  Nature  of 
Drunkennefs,  the  Wickednefs   or  Miferies  which  are  produ-  , 

ced  l^  it.  Almofl  all  that  has  been  urged  by  the  noble  Lords 
who  have  fpoken  with  the  greateft  W  armth  againft  the  Bill, 
may  reafonably  be  conceived  to  have  been  advanced  for  it 
by  thofe  who  projected  it  ;  of  whom  it  may  be  juftly  ima- 
gined, that  they  were  fully  convinced  how  much  Spirits* 
were  abufed  by  the  common  People,  and  how  much  that 
Abufe  contributed  to  the  Wkkednefs  which  at  prefent  pre- 
vails' 
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An.  16.  Geo.  If*  vails  agauift  us,  Cnce  they  thought  it  ncceflary  to  prevent 
1742.         tbcin  by  a  new  Law. 

*  *  But,  my  Lords,  when  they  faw,  that  the  Abu(e  of  di- 
ftilled  Liquors  was  in  a  very  high  Degree  detrimental  to  the 
Pttblick,  they  faw  likcwife,  that  the  Trade  of  DifttUing  was 
of  great  Ufc,  that  it  employed  great  Numbers  of  our  Peo- 
ple, and  confumed  a  great  Part  of  the  Produce  of  our  Lands; 
and  that  therefore  it  could  not  be  fuppreflcd,  without  in- 
juring the  Publick,  by  reducing  many  Families  to  fudden 
Poverty,  and  by  depriving  the  Farmers  of  a  Market  for  a 
great  Part  of  their  Corn,  In  the  Low  Countries  of  the  Weft 
of  Enolandf  the  Grain  that  is  chiefly  cultivated  is  Barley, 
and  tiiat  Barley  is  chiefly  confumed  by  the  Diitillcrs  ;  nor, 
if  they  flioul  J  be  at  once  fupprelFed,  could  the  Huflnndman 
readily  fell  the  Produce  of  his  Labour  and  his  Grounds,  or 
the  Landlord  receive  Rent  from  his  Eftate  fincc  it  would 
then  produce  nothing,  or  what  is  in  EfFed  the  fame,  nothing 
that  could  be  fold. 

'  It  is  indeed  poflible,  my  Lords,  that  the  Dutch  might 
buy  it;  but  then  it  muft  be  conlidered,  that  wc  muft  pay 
them  Money  for  the  Favour,  fince  we  allow  a  Premium 
upon  Exportation,  and  that  we  fliall  buy  it  back  again  in 
Spirits  ;  and  confequently  pay  them  for  manufa^ring  our 
own  Produft.  For  it  is  not  to4)e  imagined,  that  any  Law 
will  immediately  reclaim  the  Difpofitions,  or  reform  the 
Appetites  of  the  People.  They  are  well  known  to  have 
drank  Spirits  before  they  were  made  in  our  Country,  and 
to  indulge  themfclvcs  at  prclent  in  many  Kinds  of  Luxury 
which  are  yet  loaded  with  a  very  heavy  Tax.  It  is  not 
tlierefore  probable,  that  upon  the  Impofition  of  a  high  Duty 
they  will  immediately  defift  from  drinking  Spirits  ;  they 
will  indeed,  as  now,  drink  tliofe  which  can  be  moft  eaiily 
procured,  and  if,  by  a  high  Tax  fuddenly  impofed,  foreign 
Spirits  be  made  cheaper  than  our  own,  foreign  Spirits  only 
will  be  nfed,  our  Diiiillery  will  be  delkroyed,  and  our  Peo- 
ple will  yet  be  unreformed. 

'  That  heavy  Taxes  will  not  deter  the  People  from  any 
favorite  Enjoyment,  has  been  already  fliewn  by  the  Un- 
fucccfsfulnefs  of  the  laft  Attempt  to  rcftrain  them  from  the 
Ufe  of  Spirits  ;  and  may  be  every  Day  difcovered  from  tlif 
V^t  of  Tobacco  which  is  univerfally  taken  by  the  common 
People,  though  a  very  high  Duty  is  laid  upon  it,  and  tbo* 
a  King  thought  it  fo  pernicious  that  he  employed  his  Pen 
againit  it  *.     The  Commons  therefore  prudently  forbore  to 

ufe 

•  King  James  the  Firft  wrote  k  Piece,  eaird,  A(Aunterbl&Ji  j^ji\'f 


(    267    ) 
ufe  violent  Meaforesy  which  might  difguft  the  People^  but  Aju  i4>.  Cm.  U*. 
which  they  had  no  Reafon  to  believe  fufficient  to  reform         i74** 
them  ;  and  thought  it  more  expedient  to  proceed  by  gentle  ' 
Methods,  which  might  operate  by  unperceptibie  Degrees, 
and  which  might  be  made  more  forcible  and  compuliiye,  if 
they  (hocild  be  found  ineffedluai. 

*  Another  Evil  will  by  this  Means  likewife  be  avoided, 
which  is  the  certain  Confequence  of  high  Duties  ;  this  Tax 
will  produce  no  clandeftine  Frauds  nor  rebellious  Defidnce 
of  the  Legiilature ;  the  DiltiUers  will  not  be  tempted  to  evade 
tiiis  Impoft  by  perjuries,  too  often  pradtifed,  where  the  Fro- 
lic of  them  is  great ;  nor  Smugglers  to  aiiemble  in  numerous 
Troops  with  Arms  in  their  Hands,  and  carry  imported  Li- 
quors through  the  Country  by  Force,  in  Oppofition  to  the 
officers  of  the  Cultoms,  and  the  Laws  of  the  Nation.  That 
this  likewiie  is  praAifed  upon  other  Occaiions  to  efcape  hea- 
vy Taxes,  every  Day's  Papers  inform  us  ;  nor  are  there 
many  Months  in  which  ibme  of  the  King's  Officers  are  not 
maimed  or  murdered  in  doing  their  Duty. 

'  All  thefe  Evils,  my  Lords,  and  a  thou(and  others,  will 
be  avoided  by  an  eafy  Tax,  in  favour  of  which  I  cannot  but 
wonder  that  it  fliould  be  necefiary  to  plead  fb  long,  iince 
every  Nation,  which  has  any  Pretenfions  to  Civility  or  a 
regular  Government,  will  agree,  that  heavy  Impofts  are  not 
to  be  wantonly  inflidled,  and  that  Severity  is  never  to  be 
pradis'd  till  Lenity  has  iaird. 

^  It  therefore  appears  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  Juftice, 
Reafon,  and  Experience,  unite  in  ^vour  of  this  Bill,  and  that 
nothing  is  to  be  ieared  from  it,  but  that  it  will  not  be  fuffi- 
cientlv  coercive,  nor  rcftrain  the  Ufc  of  Spirits  fomuch  as  is 
hoped  by  thofe  that  have  ftood  up  in  its  Vindication.  That 
it  can  encourage  Drunkeonefs,  or  encreafe  the  Confumption 
of  didiird  Liquors,  is  furely  impoffible  ;  for  they  are  now 
drunk  without  Redraint,  and  therefore  no  Reftraint  will  be 
taken  away ;  and  Iince  their  Price  muft  be  encreafed  by  a 
double  Duty,  it  may  reafonably  be  conceived,  that  thofe 
who  now  fpend  all  that  they  can  gain  by  their  Labour  in 
Dr unkennefs,  muft  be  content  with  lefs  than  before,  becanfe 
they  will  have  much  lefs  to  fpcnd,  and  what  has  hitherto  ena- 
bled them  to  riot  in  Debauchery,  will  no  longer  be  fufficient 
for  the  fame  Purpofes  ;  the  fame  Excefs  will  require  more 
Money,  and  more  Money  cannot  be  had. 

*  I  do  not  affirm,  my-  Lords,  that  the  Succefs  of  this  Bill 
is  demonftrably  certain  ;  nor  can  I  deny,  that  many  Argu- 
ments hive  h.en  alledg'd  t^ainft  it  which  cannot  eafily  be 
confatcd  i   all  that  I  can  venture  to  afiert  is,  that,  in  my^ 
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Am.  Gm.  16.  n.  Opinion  the  Reafons  for  the  Bill  preponderate  ;  not  thii 
'74*^         Ihofe  a^ainft  it  are  without  Weight. 

^  ^^  '-^  *  Of  thi8>  at  kaft,  wc  arc  certain^  that  the  Bill  can  pro- 
dace  no  ill  Confeouences^  and  that  if  the  Experience  of  the 
enfuing  Year  (halt  (hew  it  to  be  incSeOnsAy  it  may  be  2- 
mended  in  the  next  Scifion,  by  new  Provifiona,  which  ^t 
fhall  be  then  more  able  to  aidjuft  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Publick. 

*  All  Laws>  efpedallv  thole  which  regard  oompliotted  and 
intricate  Affairs,  have  oeen  pcrfcdted  by  Degrcea  ;   Experi- 

•  ence  has  difcovered  thofe  Deficieuces  which  Sagacity  could 
not  forefee,  and  the  Progrefs  of  human  Wifdom  has  been  al- 
ways flow.  To  cfiargc  any  Scheme  with  Imperfedion  is 
eniy  to  al ledge,  that  it  is  the  Produdtioa  of  Men,  of  Beings 
finite  in  their  Capacity  and  liable  to  Error  ;  nor  do  I  fee  what 
can  recommend  to  fuch  Beings,  more  than  what  the  Govern- 
ment is  now  endeavouring  to  pradtifc,  that  nothing  (hould 
be  done  precipitately,  and  that  Experience  fhould  always  be 
trufled  rather  than  Conjecture. 

The  Lord  Londfdale  fpoke  next  to  tlie  foiI<»Rrbg£fieft  : 
My  Lords, 
Lord  Londfdale.  <  The  Arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  have  by  no  T^Ie&ns 
influenced  me  to  alter  My  Opinion  ;  nor  do  I  now  rife  up  to 
pronounce  a  Recantation  of  any  of  my  former  Aflertions, 
but  to  explain  one  of  tliem  which  the  noble  Lord  has  been 
pleafed  to  controvert. 

*  He  obfcrves,  in  Oppofition  to  my  Argument,  that  the 
Diftillery  contributes  to  the  Confomption  of  the  Produce  of 
our  Grounds,  and  by  Confequence  to  the  Advantage  of 
thofe  who  poifefs  them  ;  but  I,  my  Lords,  am  inclined  to 
believe,  that  it  produces  a  contrary  Effeft,  and  that  it  hin- 
ders the  Confumption  even  of  that  Grain  which  is  employed 
in  it. 

*  Wc  may  reafbnably  fuppofc,  my  Lords,  that  ihcy  who 
now  drink  di(Klled  Liquors,  would,  if  they  were  debarred 
from  them,  endeavour  to  obtain  firom  Ale  and  Beer  the  fame 
Relaxation  of  their  Cares ;  and  that  therefore  more  Ale 
%vould  be  brewed  as  there  would  be  more  Purchafers ;  if 
therefore  the  fame  Quantity  of  Malt,  which  is  fulGc:ent, 
when  diftiiled,  to  produce  Intoxication,  would,  when  breu-ed 
into  Ale,  have  the  fame  Efle6t,  the  Confumption  would  f^ill 
be  the  fame,  whether  Ale  or  Spirits  were  in  Ufe  •  but  it  is 
certain,  that  the  fourth  Part  of  the  Malt  which  is  necc/fjiry 
to  furnifh  Ale  for  a  Debauch,  will,  when  raised  in  tlie  Still, 
be  fufficicnt  to  fatisfy  the  moll  greedy  Drunkard  }  and  it  is 

therefore 
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therefore  evident,  that  he  who  drinks  Ale  confumes  moreAn.  i$.  G«o.II* 
Barley  by  three  Parts  in  four,  than  he  who  indulges  the  VCe        17^ 
of  Spirits,  fuppofing  them  both  equally  criminal  in  the  Ex-  *   ^"  — 
ceft  of  their  Enjoyments. 

*  The  noble  Lord  has  taken  Occafion  to  mention  Tobac- 
co, a?  an  Indance  of  the  Obftinacy  with  which  the  People 
perfevere  in  a  Pradlice  to  which  they  are  addi^ed.  Of  the 
Obflinacy  of  the- People,  my  Lords,  I  am  fufficiently  con- 
vinced ;  but  hope  that  it  will  never  be  able  to  overpower 
the  Legiflatnre,  who  ought  to  enforce  their  Laws  and  invi- 
gorate their  Efforts  in  Proportion  to  the  Excefs-  of  the  Cor- 
ruption which  they  are  endeavouring  to  extirpate  ;  nor  do 
I  think  Co  meanly  of  our  Government  as  to  believe  it  un- 
able to  reprefs  Drunkenncfs  or  Luxury,  or  in  Danger  of 
being  fubverted  in  a  Conteft  about  Spirits  or  Tobacco. 

*  Tobacco  has  indeed  not  very  properly  been  produced 
as  an  Inflance  ;  for  I  never  heard*  that,  however  it  may  be 
diiapproved  by  particular  Men  or  whatever  Rank  or  Abili- 
ties, It  was  prohibited  by  Law  ;  nor  fhould  I  think  any  fuch 
Prohibition  neceflary  or  reafonable  :  For  Tobacco,  my  Lords, 
is  not  Poifon  like  diftilled  Spirits,  nor  is  the  Ufe  of  it  Co 
much  injurious  to  Health  as  oifenfive  to  Delicacy. 

*  The  poifbnous  and  deftrudlive  Quality  of  thefe  Liqubrs 
is  con  felled  by  the  noble  Lord;  a  Conleflion  with  which  I 
find  it  very  difficult  to  reconcile  his  great  Concern  for  the 
Diflillery  ;  for  when  it  is  once  granted,  that  Spirits  corrupt 
the  Mind,  weaken  the  Limbs,  impair  Virtue,  and  fhorten 
Life,  any  Arguments  in  Favour  of  thofe  who^  manufa<5lure 
them  come  too  late  ;  fince  no  Advanuge  can  be  equivalent 
to  the  Lofs  of  Honefty  and  Life^  "When  the  noble  Lord 
has  urged,  that  the  Diftillery  employs  great  Numbers  of 
Hands,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  encouraged.— May  it  riot, 
upon  his  own  Conceffion,  be  replied,  that  thofe  Numbers 
are  eniployed  in  Murder,  and  that  their  Trade  ought  Hke 
that  or  other  Murderers  to  be  (topped  ?  When  he  urges, 
that  much  of  our  Grain  is  confumed  in  the  Still,  may  we 
not  anfwer,  and  anfwer  irrefiftably,  that  it  is  confumed  by 
being  turned  into  Poifbn  inftead  of  Bread  ?  And  can  a 
Wronger  Argument  be  imagined  for  the  Suppredion  of  this 
deteftable  Bufinefs,  than  that  it  employs  Multitudes,  that  it 
is  gainful  and  extenfive  ^ 

'  Nor  can  I  difcover,  my  Lords,  how  the  Cate  of  prc- 
fcrving  the  Diftillery  is  confident  v/ith  tl-e  Ends  which  the 
Preamble  to  this  Bill  declares  to  be  prop:  j  fed,  or  which  the 
Advocates  for  it  appear  tq  defire.  If  the  Confumption  of 
dlfiilled  Spirits  is  to  be  hindered^  hpw  is  the  Diflillery  to 
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An.  i6.  Geo.n.  remain  uninjur'd  ?  If  the  Trade  of  DiftiJIing  is  not  to  be 
'74a'  impaired,  what  (hall  hinder  the  Gonfumption  of  Spirits  : 
'  So  far  as  this  Bill  operates,  the  Diftillers  muft  be  impoverifli- 
cd  by  it,  and  if  they  may  properly  and  juftly  ftiffcr  a  fmall 
Diminution  of  their  Profit  tor  a  fmall  Advantage  to  the  Pub- 
lick,  why  will  not  a  greater  Benefit  be  equivalent  to  a  greater 
Diminution  ? 

*  Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  apparent  than  that  the  real 
Defign  of  this  Bill,  however  its  Defenders  may  endeavour  to 
conceal  it  in  the  Mifts  of  Sophiftry,  is  to  lay  only  fuch  a 
Tax  as  may  encreafe  the  Revenue  ;  and  that  diey  have  no 
Delire  of  fupprefling  that  Vice  which  may  be  made  uftfui  to 
their  private  Purpofe,  nor  feel  any  Regret  in  filling  the  Ex- 
chequer by  the  Slaughter  of  the  People. 

The  Earl  of  Ajlesford  then  rofe  up  and  fpoke  to  the  fol- 
lowing Purport : 
,  My  Lords, 

E.  of  A  lesford  *  "^^^^  noble  Lord  who  (poke  laft  in  Defence  of  this  new 
^  '  Scheme,  appears  to  have  imbibed  very  ftrong  Prejudices  in 
favour  of  the  Diftillery  ;  from  which  he  finds  it  prafficablc 
to  draw  large  Sums  for  the  Support  of  the  Meafures  which 
have  been  lately  formed,  and  which  he  therefore  confidcrs 
as  the  mod  important  and  beneficial  Trade  of  the  Britiji* 
Nation. 

'  It  is  not  improbable,  my  Lords,  that  in  a  fhort  Time 
all  the  Provifions  which  have  been  made  by  the  Wifdom  of 
our  Anceftors  for  the  Support  of  the  Woollen  Manufacture, 
will  be  transferred  to  the  Encouragement  of  the  Diftillery 
which  appears  to  be  at  prefent  the  reigning  Favourite  ; 
for  it  is  evident,  that  both  Manufa<5lures  cannot  'fubfift  to- 
gether, and  that  either  muft  be  continued  to  the  Ruin  of  the 
other. 

*  Of  thefe  Rivals,  which  is  doomed  to  fall,  we  may  con- 
jefture  from  the  Encomium  juft  now  beftow*d  upon  the  Pru- 
dence of  the  Commons,  by  whom  the  darling  Diftillery  has 
been  fo  tenderly  treated  ;  yet  that  the  Trade,  in  which  the 
Bounty  of  Nature  has  enabled  us  to  excel  all  other  Nations 
of  the  World,  may  not  be  fuflTered  to  pcrifti  in  Silence,  I 
will  take  this  Opportunity  to  declare,  that  this  boafted  Pru- 
dence can^  in  my  Opinion,  produce  no  other  EfFedls  than 
Poverty  and  Ruin,  private  Calamities  and  general  Wicked - 
nefs ;  that  by  encouraging  Drunkennefs  at  the  Expence  of 
Trade,  it  will  ftop  all  the  Currents  by  which  the  Gold  of 
Foreign  Nations  has  flowed  upon  us,  and  expofc  ustoCon- 
queft  and  Slavery- 

The 
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The  Qucftiort  being   then   put,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs,  it  An.  16.  Geo.  II. 
was  rcfblv*d  in  the  Affirmative.  •  '74*- 
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The  following  Lords  entered  their  Diflent,  viz.  the  Abp  ntaous  Liquon* 
of  Canterhuryy  Dr  Potter  ;  the  Bilhop  of  StAfahh,  Dr  Ma-  pafs'd. 
dox  ;  BiHiop  of  London^  Dr  G'thpm  :  Bifhop  oiChkheftery  Dr 
Maw/hti ;  Biihop  oiNonvlchy  Dr  Coocb  ;  Bifhop  oiClouceftery 
Dr  Benfon  s  Bifhop  of  C?x/2?r^,  Dr  Sechr  ;  B'lmop  of  Exeter, 
Dr  Cla^-et  ;  Biihop  of  Brifloly  Dr  Butler  ;  Bifhop  of  Sarum, 
Dr  Sherlock ;  alfo  the  Lords  Romneyy  Stanhope  and  Jylef- 
ford^  the  Duke  of  Beaufort ^  and  Lord  Gower^  C.  P.  S. 

And  a  Proteft  was  entered  with  the  following  Reafbns. 

^  I.  Bccaufe  the  Aft  of  the  9th  of  his  prcfent  Majefly,  To  Proteft  on  that 
'  prevent  the  excejpve  drinking  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  which  ^^^^wn. 

*  14  by  this  Bill  to  be  repealed,  declares,  '  That  the  drink- 
*'  ing  of  Spirituous  Liquors  or  (bong  Waters  is  become  very 
''  coqamon,  efpccially  amongft  the  People  of  lo\9er  or  inferior 
**  Rariityibe'conftant  and  exceffive  Ufe  whereof  tends  greatly 
'*  to  the  Deftrudlion  of  their  Healths,  rendering  them  unfit 
'^  for  ufeful  Labour  and  Bufincfs,  debauching  their  Morals, 
*^  and  inciting  them  to  perpetrate  all  Manner  of  Vices;  and 
**  the  ill  Gon&quences  of  the  exccfRve  Ufe  of  fuch  Liquors, 
*^  are  not  confined  to  the  prefent  Generation,  but  extend 
**  to  future  Ages,  and  tend  to  the  Devaflation  and  Ruin  of 
*'  this  Kingdom.*     We  therefore  apprehend,  that  if  afi  Act 

*  defign'd  to  remedy  fuch  indifputable  Mifchiefs  was  not 
^  found  adequate  to  its  falutary  Intention,  the  Wifdom  of  the 

*  Legiflature  ought  to  have  examined  its  Impcrfcdions  and 

*  fupply*d  its  Defeats,  and  not  have  rcfcinded  it  by  a  Law 
'  autliorifing  the  manifold  Calamities  it  was  calculated  to 

*  prevent. 

*  IL  Becaufe  the  refiafing  to  admit  tlie  nioft  eminent  Phy- 

*  (icians,  to  give  their  Opinions  of  the  fatal  Confequences 

*  of  thefepoifonous  Liquors,  may  be  conftrued  without  Doors 
^  as  a  Refolution  of  this  Houfe  to  fupprefs   all  authentick 

*  Information  of  the  pernicious  EfFedts  on  the  Plealth  and 

*  Morals  of  Mankind,  which  will  neceffarily  flow  from  th.- 

*  unreftrain'd  Licentioufnefs  permitted  by  this  Bill. 

'  III.  Becaufe,  as  it  is  the  inherent  Duty  of  every  Legi- 
'  flature  to  be  watchful  in  protecting  the  Lives,  and  preferv- 
'  ing  the  Morals  of  the  People,  fo  the  Availing  itfelf  of  their 
'  Vices,  Debaucheries,  and  confequential  Miferies,  to  the 
'  Dcftrudtion  of  Millions,  is  a  manifcftlnverfion  ofthefun- 

*  damcntal  Principles  of  national  Polity,  and  contrarient  to  ^ 

<  tho!e 
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An.  16.  Geo.  n. '  f^^^f^  f^^  Eniolnmcnts  by  which  Govenunent  alone  is 

2I^tL^  '  inftituted. 

*  IV.  Bccaufc  the  Opulence  and  Power  of  a  Nation  de- 
'  pend  upon  the  Numbers,  Vigour,  and  Induftry  of  its  Peo- 

*  pie  ;  and  Its  Liberty  and  Happinefs  on  their  Temperance 

*  and  Morality  ;  to  all  which  this  Bill  threatens  Deflruftion, 

*  by  authorifing fifty  thoufand  Hocfes,  the  Number  admitted 

*  in  the  Debate,  to  retale  a  Poifon,  which,  by  univcrfd 
'  Experience,  is  known  to  debilitate  the  Strong,  and  dcftroy 

*  the  Weak  ;  to  extinguifh  Indullry,  and  to  inflame  thofe 

*  intoxicated  by  its  malignant  Efficacy,  to  perpetrate  the  molt 
^  heinous  Crimes  :  For,  what  Confufion  and  Calamities  may  ' 
'  not  be  expected,  when  near  a  twentieth  Part  of  the  Houfcs 
'  in  this  Kingdom  (hall  be  converted  into  Seminaries  of 
'  Drunkeunel's  and  Profligacy,  authorifcd  and  protected  by 

*  the  Legiflative  Power  ?  And  as  we  conceive  the  Contri- 
'  butions  to  be  paid  by  thefe  infamous  Recedes,  andihcxMo- 
'  ney  to  be  raifedby  this  deftru<5live  Proje<5t,  arc  ConfUerati- 

*  ons  highly  unworthy  the  Attention  of  Parliament,  when 
'  compared  with  the  extenfive  Evils  from  thence  arifing  ;  fo 

*  are  we  of  Opinion,  that  if  the  real  Exigencies  of  the  Pub- 

*  lick  required  raifing  the  immenfe  Sums  this  Year  granted, 

*  they  could  by  no  Means  palliate  the  having  Recourfe  to  a 
'  Supply  founded  on  the  Indulgence  of  Debanchery,  the 
^  Encouragement  of  Crimes,  and  the  Deflru^on  of  the 

*  human  Race. 

Sandwich,  Chejlerfield,    Talbot ,    Haverjham^    Dunk  Hdl- 

fux^  Briftoly  Aiiesbury^ 
For  the  above  Reafons  excepting  the  fccond.      BeJjVd, 

Oxfird  and  Mortimer ^  Ward, 

Feb.  28.  TheLbrds  read  the  firflTime  a  Bill  for  repeal- 
ing the  Pot  AA  ♦. 

Aliirch  I.  The  Lords  read  a  fecond  Time  the  faid  Bill, 
and  the  firft  Time  a  Bill  to  convi^  Perfbns  found  at  Urge, 
after  ordered  for  Tranfportation.  The  lame  Day  the  Lords 
finifiied  the  Hearing  of  the  great  Caufe  wherein  AlexarJcr 
Hur.e  Can-.phelly  Elq;  was  Appellant,  and  David  Hwie  and 
John  Sinclair y  Refpondents  ;  when  the  Decree  of  the  Lords 
of  Sellion  of  Scotland  was  revers'd,  and  Mr  John  Sinclcir 
'caft  in  the  Penalty  of  500  L  f 

March 

•  This  KBl  wat  pafsM  12  Geo.  I,  And  thereby  •  Sum  not  left  than 

one  Pound,  nor  more  than  fix,  yearly,  was  payable  by  every  Vidoalkr 
vrichin  the  Bills  of  Mortality  }  and  no  Beer  cr  Ale  was  to  be  fold  oitf  d' 
their  Houlc  in  any  Vcffel  of  Icfs  Mcafure  than  a  Gallon.. 
t  See  the  13  th  Volume  of  the  Com  mows,  P.  50,^ 
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Marsh  7.     The  Lords  read  a  firft  Time  the  Anpnity  and  An.  16.  Geo.  II. 
Lottery  Bills.     Read  a  fecoad  Time  the  iMatiny  Bill.     la  1742* 

a  Committee^  went  through  the  Bill  for  the  more  eafy  Con-  W^^y^^J 
virion  of  Perfbns  returalng  from  Tranfportationywith  feve- 
ral  Amendments.     Alfo,  in  a  Grand  Committee,  went  thro*    . 
the  Bill  for  repealing  the  Pot  A61,   and  reported  it  without 
Amendment.     Alfo  a  Bill  to  puni(h  Perfons  who  (hall  afliil 
Prilbners  to  efcape. 

March  9.  The  Lords  read  a  third  Time,  and  pafTed^the 
Bill  for  repealing  the  Pot  Adt ;  alfo  the  Bill  for  Vanifhine 
Perfons  who  (haUaflifl  Prifbners  to  efcape  from  Prifon.  Read 
a  fecond  Time  the  Bill  for  raifing  One  Million  by  Annuities 
at  three  per  Cent,  and  800,000  /.  by  a  Lottery  for  1743. 
In  a  Grand  Committee  went  thro'  the  Mutiny  Bill,  and  rc» 
ported  it  without  Amendment.  Read  a  firft  Time  the  Bill 
to  impower  Juftices  to  aft  in  certain  Cafes. 

March  10.  The  Lords  read  a  third  Time,  and  pafled  the 
Mutiny  Bill.  Read  a  firfl  Time  a  Bill  for  further  quieting 
and  eitabiifhing  Corporations,  which  was  ordered  a  fecond 
Reading,  and  the  Lords  to  be  fummon*d. 

The  faid  Bill  is  as  follows  : 
'  m  lg  (£  ]R  ^  J  jbt  as  the  Law  now'ftands,  Members  of  Bin  for  toliet 
Corporations  are  liable  tobe  profecuted  anddisfranchifed  for  quieting  Corpo» 
being  unduely  elefted,  and  for  other  Caufes  without  any  rttioni. 
Limitation  of  Time,  to  their  great  Expence,  Vexation  and 
Trouble  ;  and,  in  many  Cafes,  to  the  great  Confufion  and 
fometimes  to  the  Overturning  and  Diffolution  of  the  Cor- 
porate Bodies  of  which  they  are  Members  :    For  Remedy 
thereof,  and  for  eftabiifhing  the  Peace  and  CJuiet  of  Corpo- 
rations, may  it  pleafe  your  raoft  excellent  Majefty,  Thatit 
may  be  enafted,  ^vno  t  e  it  tfiaCteD,   by  the  King's  moft 
excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Confent  of 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons  in  this     ' 
prefent  Parliament  aftembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the 
fame.  That  from  and  after  the  Day  of 

no  Perfon  who  hath  been  or  (hall  be  in  the  adlual  PofTeflton 
of  any  Office  or  Offices  of  Mayor,  Bailiff,  Recorder,  Aldep* 
man,  Jurat,  Commnn-Council,  Capital  Burgels,  Town- 
Clerk  ;  or  other  Office  or  Offices  of  Magiftracy  or  Kipploy- 
ment,  relating  to  or  concerning  the  Government  of  any  Ci- 
ty, Corporation,  Borough  or  Cinque-Port,  fhallhe  remov'd 
from  the  (ame,  or  profecuted  for  the  '•'vercife  thereof,  tor 
or  by  reafbn  of  any  Difability,  or  Want  of  Qiialificatioa 
for  (uch  Office  or  offices,  orfor  or  by  reafon  of  any  undue 
or  irregular  FJedtion  or  Admiffion  to  fuch  Office  or  Offices, 

Vol.  VIIL    Part  2.        li  *  o« 
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,  i6.  Geo.  ri.  •  or  for  er  by  reafon  of  any  Forfeiture  of  the  (aHie  j  nor  fliall 
I74»'  ^  uny  Forfeiture  or  Penalty  be  incurred,  nor  the  Right  of  any 
fuch  Officer  or  Oificers  be  cali'd  in  Queftion,  nor  fliall  any 
of  their  Ads,  not  yet  avoided,  be  queftion'd  or  avoided^ 
unlefs  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons  be  removed  from,  or  profccu- 
ted  for  the  Lawful  Excrcife  of  fuch  Office  or  Offices  within 
after  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons  hath 
or  have  been,  or  fhall  be  ele<5ted  or  admitted  to,  or  placed 
in,  or  fird  in  the  adual  Poffeflion  of  fuch  Office  or  Otficcs, 
or  after  fuch  DifabiJity,  Want  of  Qualification,  or  Forfei- 
ture firftincurr'd:  And  unlefs  (in  Cafe ofaProfecution) the 
fame  be  carried  on  with  Effedlanddue  Diligence^  ^robiOeD 
altoai'jef,  That  nothing  herein  contained  /hall  extend,  or  be 
conQrued  to  extehd  to  invalidate  or  make  void  any  Charter 
heretofore  granted,  or  accepted  by  any  City,  Corporation, 
Borough,  or  Cinque  Port ;  nor  to  make  good  the  Ele^ion 
of  any  fuch  Officer  or  Officers,  againfl  whom  any  Judgment 
of  Oufter  fhall  have  been  enter 'd,  or  given  upon  an  Infor- 
mation, in  the  Nature  of  a  Quo  IVarrantOjOt  whofe  EledHon 
fhall  have  been  avoided  upon  any  Writ  oi  Mandamus jonor 
before  the  Day  of 

.  ,        This  Bill  took  its  Rife  from  an  Appeal  which  carac  before 

M^«  fox        ^^^  ^^"^^  "^^  '*^^  *"^  °^  December.     For  illuftrating  of  which 

bringing  u  the  "  "  nccelTary   to  obferve,  that  in  the  Report  •  of  the  Secret 

^id  Bill,  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ConduA  of  ^e  Earl 

o(Orford,  the  faid  Committee  fet  forth,  *  That  at  the  Ap- 

'  proach  of  the  late  Elections,  Mr.  Jordan,  then  Mayor  o( 

*  (Vey mouth    and  Melcomhe  Re^'iSy  and  Mr,  Tucker ^  were  ve- 
'  ry  earneftly  folicited  to  affifl  the  Friends  of  Sir  Roiert  l-Val- 

*  pole  :  But  Intreaties  being  found  fruitlefs.  Menaces  were 
'  after  made  Ufe  of,  and  Mr  OlmiuSy  one  of  the  Candidates 

*  declared  that  Mr.  Tucker^  by  refufing  to  concur  with  him, 

*  would  expofe  himfelfto  certain  Ruin,  and  the  Charter  to 

*  certain  Subverfion  ;  and  further,  that  if  fair  Means  wonld 

*  not  doy  fold  mujL* 

However  Threats  and  Solicitations  were  equally  difregard* 
ed,  and  Reprefentatives  were  returned  of  Principles  con- 
trary to  the  Intereft  of  the  then  Miniftry.  t  Soon  afterwards 
Mr.  Jordan  was  deprived  of  the  Office  of  Land- Waiter  of 
Weymouth y  though,  before  the  general  Ele^ion,  he  had  been 
oflfered  the  Polt  of  Colleftor :  And  an  Information  agaiuft 
Mr  Tucker  and  the  Corporation  was  filed  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  by  an  Attorney  oiSt  Clements  Danes',    Mr. 

Tucker 


-  •  Src  the  fnid  Report  at  Large,  in  the  f  3th  Vol.  of  the  COUIMS* 
t  See  the  Lift  of  the  Farliameat  in  the  fame  VoJvme* 
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Tucker  was  required  by  a  Quo  Warranto  to  flicw,  by  what  An.  16.  Geo,  I7« 
-Authority  he  excrcifcd   tlic  Office    of  Mayor  oifVcymuth  :         '74*^ 
lIFue  was  joined  upon  eight  Fads  which  were  all  determined  ^"""^"^  ^ 
in  Favour  oi^lx  .Tucker,  by  a  fpeciaJ  Jury  of  Gentlemen  at 
theAfBzes  at  Dorchefler,     But  Mr.  Tucker  having  alledged  a 
By-Law  of  the  Corporation,  a  Demurrer  upon   the  Allega- 
tion yras  argued  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  where  Judg- 
ment was  given  againft  Mr.  Tuckery  that  he  Ihouid  be  oujted 
or  removed  from  the  Mayoralty  in  favour  of  another  who 
had  already  been  (et  up  againllhim  ;  but  to  whom   the  Cor* 
poration  refufed  to  fubmit.     Mr.  Tucker  hereupon  appealed 
to  theHoufe  of  Lords.  , 

Printed  Copies  of  tlie  Cafe  *  were  p relented  to  every  Lord, 

and 

*iThefoIlG'wing  is  the  Cafe  c/ Richard  Tucker,  Ef^;   the  Jp- 
pellavt, 

T^?/T,7^^'^^'^'V''*!t'^''   Richard  Tucker  jcasdnlyc^f,  of  Bicht,4 
eUtted  Mmyw  of  Weymouth  jwd  Melcombe  Regis,  w  trt  uumiy  oj  'Tyrlrer    £fai 
Dorfet,  ufOH  the  h'ca^  of  St.  Matthew,  iht   Ajt^He^  m  the  lear  1740,         *    >  *  Hi 
wbkb  is  the  Cbmrter-Djiy  for  tbe  Fdecttm  pf  Mayors,  sad  the  Jivfi}t  u^» 
jectitM  toJMcb  KUctJM  being.  That  he  was  at  the  I'ime  of  fuch  his  £]ec« 
tion  one  of  the  Aldcnnen  of  the  faid  Borough  and  Town  ;  The  only  J^tte- 
^Ho»  li,  Whether  an  Aidetooan  of  the  faid  Borough  and  Town  may  be 
defied  Ma^r. 

T^fi  Borough  was  wcorftaratti  by  a  Charter  nf  King  James  T.  dated  the 
jtKtt  ^  July»  tnthe  i^th  learo)  bis  Xf(g»,  by  the  i\aH>t  ij  Mayor,  AJder- 
meo,  Haihffs,  Burgelles,  and  Commonalty  at  the  Borough  ami  Town  </ 
Weymouth  and  Meicombe  Regis,  in  the  toahty  of  Dorfet,  which  ^tabUJhts 
tbe  f^vrfaration  to  CfinfUi  tf  oae  Mayor,  divers  Aldermen  (zUtbmt  afcatatM- 
htg  tbe  A  umber,)  tVH>  Bailiffs  and  twenty  four  Capital  BurgeflTes  i  then 
niminmtes  JohnRjoy.  thefirjt  Mayor,  <a}u<  Richard  Pitt,  a»j  tea  others  only  f 
by  NoMe^  the  jirji  Aldermen,  mnd  to  conU»,ue  far  Life,  utdejs  removed  jor 
Mubehavtaar^  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Bailiffs,  and  Principal  or  Capital 
Burgefles.  'the  Charier  then  nominates  Henry  Mitchcl  and  Roger  Fry  the 
jirfi  BaiJifls^  to  cantinae  in  the  fame  Office  nntsll  ttse  other  oj  the  Burgefles 
or  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  Borough  or  Town  Jhonld  be  elected.  And  then 
apjmmts  by  Name  the  twenty  jour  jirjl  Fnnei^l  BurgefTcs,  e^  vdncb  Num- 
ber thejaid  Henry  Mitchel  and  Roger  Frf  {^the  jirjt  namituded  BaililB,; 
are  alfo  twoaj  the  firjt  nominated  Lapital  BurgcfTcs,  and  the  jaid  Capttat 
BuTgeffet  are  ta  contiMe  in  their  Offices  Jor  Lije^  uttlejs  removed  fir  Mifbe' 
havioar, 

'Tkfe  Charter  proceeds  to  give  Vireetion^  hwo  the  Mavor  and  Bailiffs  are 
mmuaUyto  be  elected -y  hmoy  when^  and  in  xehat  Cxfe^  the  Places  0/  Alder- 
mcii  vacatit,  Mpm  Uearh  or  Kemaval^  are  to  be  fuppUed  i  and  alfo,  bote 
the  Places  of  Capital  BurgefTes  vacant^  npon  Death  or  Kemoval^  are  to  be 
fufplied  i  And  toe  Jtxerai  tlanfes  in  the  Charter  fat  thofe  Pnrpofes  rejpee^ 
trvely  are  in  :/«  li,.rds  fodoanng^ 

Etulterius  Volumus,  ac  per  praefentespro  Nobis,  Haeredibus  8e  Succeflbn 
sibus  noflris,  concedimus  praefatis  Majori,  Aldermanis,  Ballivis,  Burgen« 
fibus,  Sc  Communitati  Burgi  8e  VWhe  praedi^lse  9e  SucceiToribut  fuis  quod 
Major  &  Aldermani  Burgi  &  Villae  prsedl£be  pro  tempore  exiflente  vel 
major  pars  eorum,  de  tempore  in  tempus,  perpetuis  futur],  tflmporibut 
folam  fr  pieaam  Potdbtem  et  Au^toritatem  aabeant  et  hab^ont  eligendi 
I  *  *  etnomi* 
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*Aa.  i6.Geo.II.  And  the  Council  endravoured  to  (hew  on  one  Side,  that  it 

174a.        could  not  be  the  Intention  of  the  Charter  to  exclude  an  AU 

C-  i^V*^!  ^  derman  of  (Vermouth   from  the   Mayoralty  :     And  on  the 

Debjteon     A     °^^^*'>  ^^^^  *"  Alderman  was  by  the  whole  Tenor  of  the 

peal   rcia  ing  to  Ch-irter  diftinguifhcd  from  a   Burgefs,  and  that  being  di- 

the  Charter  ofre<5led  by  their  Charter  to  choofea  Mayor  from  among  the 

the  Borough  of  Burgcffes,  they  were  not  at  Liberty  to  choofe  an  Alderman. 

WeyniMith* 

The  Council  being  withdrawn^  Lord  Talhof  fpoke  to  the 
f  jliovv  ng  Effea. 
Alj  Lords  f 
Ifiti  Tilbot,         '  I  have  attended  with  the   utmoll  Diligence  to  the  Ar- 
guments which  have  been  offered  on  each  Side,  and  ha  x 

endeavouroi 

&  nominaodi,  &  quod  elieere  Sc  nomfnarc  pnflint  Se  Taleant  annnttia 
&  quolibet  anno  in  perpetuum,  in  Guilhalda  Burgi  Se  Vi  he  przdi  •«, 
aut  it  aliqtio  ali)  liK'i  c  invenient^,  intra   Bargum  &  VitUm  pt  sdi    am 
congregui  &  afTembUti  in  Fefto  fiv"  Die  SanOi  Matthdti  Apoft'  li  f  va  ss" 
rff  Burgef  Jive  Inhabitanttbus   Burgi  Jive  VilLt  praedi^he,  oc  qiri- 
bos  qua'uor  ficnominandis  tc  citgend    Major,  AUermani.  Baltivi,  pria- 
cipales  Burgenf.  ac  alii  Butgenfes  8c  Inhabit.  Bargi   ^    Villae  przd.  pro 
tempore  rxiftente  (ad  hoc  etiam  ihidem  eodrm  diecongreg.  fc  afTcmblati} 
plenam  habea  t  tt  habebunt   poteftatem   &  au^oritarrm,  per  mijorem 
yarcem  vocum  eorundem  fic   o.ng'C^atorutn,   eligere  ft  p  asficere  anva 
fore  8c  ell'e  Majorem  Burgi   8c  Villae  p  ae  i^af.    Et  ulteriutytAtrnms^  ac 
perpn^fc'vcs  pro  Nobis,  Hasredibus  8c   Suce  lorlbus  uoAris,  c  need  nus 
praefatis  Maori,  Aldermanis,  Balliyb,  Bttrgenfibus  8c  Comxnunitati  Bor« 
gi  8c  Villae  piardifts,  8c  Succeflbribus  fuis,  quod  Major,  AIdetmaoi»    BjU 
livi,  8e  pnncipales  Burgenfes  Burgi  8c  Vil'at  praedif^c  pro  tempore  ezi  len- 
te,  vel  major  pars  eorum  de  tempore  in   tempus  perpetuis  foturh  tennpo- 
ribus  potcftatem  ac   udoriraicm  habeant  ac  hajebunt  eligendi  8c  n>mi« 
nandi,  8c  quod  eligere  ft  nomi  are   poflim  ft  vaicant  in  Gui&aida  B-jrgi 
five  Villae  rxdi^ae,  cngrcgati  ft  afTcrmblati  in  prxdido  Fcfto  five    Die 
Sandli  Matthaei  qu  libec  Anno  ia  pcrpetuuxn  du9t  deHurgewf.  «s/Imh  a- 
BiTANTiBus   Burgi  &  yaig  praeii^x   fore  ft  eiTe  Bariivot  ejufdem 
Buru!  ft  Villae.     Er  Ji  contigeret    Aldirmanos  Burgi  ft  Vil^«  prttdi^bx 
pro  temp  ire  exigence,  aut  eorum  a  i^uem  vei  aliquos  aiiquo  tempore  im- 
poftemm  m  iri  vel  a>  ofBciis  iflis  amovc-n  vel  decederi  (quofquidem  Al* 
derroan  s  ft  eorum  aliquem   vt]  aliqnos    p^o  m^la  gubernatijsie   aut  pro 
ali qua  alia  cmri  rationabili  per  M  jorem  ft  leliquoa  Aldcmunorvm  ac 
Ballivorumft  principal.  Bu  gciil*.    Burgi  ft  Vilae  prv>ti£be  pro  tempore 
erftt-nte,  vel  m.>jorein   pattern  eorui.dvm  amobiitti)  ft  jmobi;es  efie  vo- 
lumu-)  V  qus  tempore  mo  tis  amotiunia  vel  drreflu  hujufmodi  Aidertnaiii 
vel  Aid' rmaiorum  ncn  cunt  Odo  Aldermaiii  fupe  vivertei  ft  leifianeo- 
tes,qu)d  tu  c  fttotiea  bene  liceat  ft   iictlit   Majori  ft  Aldermaius  fa- 
pervivnfi  usft  r  m^nentibua,  n^c  non  B;illiyi8  ft  pri  cipalibus  Burgenf. 
Burgi  ft  Vi.  ae  predi.-'ae  pr    temp  re  exifteme,   vel  majori  parii  eofio- 
4emin  GuihaUa  ViiU  p  aeii-'la  nd  hoc  Longregatis  totqaot   defpcerint 
de  I'.ae  ifVo  numero  06^o  Aidermjnotum   ex  Burgenf.  ve!    inh  bxont* 
Burg  ft  Villae  praedifraein  Aiucrmanum  vel   Aldei manos  fiurgi  &Vi»Lc 
pnedii  z  eligerc  ft  preficere.     Etji  cpntigerit  aiiquem  vel   aliqaot  de 
pnP"idis  viginti    quatui  r  principaitbus  Burgenfibus  Purgi  ft  ViUb  pr«- 
4idl«pro  tempore  exifiente^  aliquo  tempore  impofterttm  obtre  vd  «b  '^' 

fijis 
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endeavoured  to  balance  them  with  the  utmoft  Impartiality,  An.  16.  Geo.  11, 
nor  have  I  fuffcrcd  any  Prejudices  to  influence  my  Judgment;         17421  • 
and,  therefore,  cannot  but  hope,  that  I  (hall  find  other  Lords 
of  the  fame  Opinion  with  myfelf,  fince  I  have  not  very 
often  found  Opinions  different,  but  where  apparent  Regard 
has  been  Ihewn  to  Difference  of  Interelt. 

'  Upon  conlidcring  the  Charter,  and  the  State  of  the 
Place  lO  which  it  was  granted,  it  appears  very  unlikely  to 
me,  that  an  Alderman  ihouid  be  excluded  from  being 
Mayor  ;  it  appears  yet  more  unlikely,  that  the  Charter 
/houJd  h  ive  been  mifunderltood  by  the  vionarch  that  grant- 
ed it^  and  that  it  (hould  have  been  broken  almoll  every 

Year 

ficiis  illis  amoveri  vel  decedere  (quofquidem  principales  Burgenfes  et  eo- 
rum  aliquem  vel  aiiquos  in  officiis  illis  fe  non  bene  gerentem  vel  gerea- 
tes,  ant  pro  aliqaa  alia  caiifa  ratiooaaili  per  Mijore.n,  Aidermaa  a,  Bal'> 
livos,  et  cjeteros  principaies  Burgenfv'S  Burgi  et  Viilie  pr<edict<e  vel  ma- 
jerem  partem  eorundem  amubilem  et  amobiles  eile  volutnus)  quod  tunc 
et  toties  bene  iieeat  et  liceoit  prxlatis  Majori,  Aldermanis»  Ballivis,  et 
caeteris  priocip.  Burgenf.  Burgi  et  VilLe  pr«di<5be  pro  tempore  exiitentc^ 
Tel  nuLJori  parti  eoT'indum  feipfos  ia  Gui/balda  Buigi  el  VilLe  pr<e(ii<ttje 
afieroblane  et  congregare,  et  ibidem  unum  alium  Ave  plures  alios  de  Bur- 
genf. five  Inhabitaaubus  Burgi  et  Vili^  pr.£dicl.e  in  locum  live  loca 
iffm  vel  ipibrum  pnncipalium  BorgenTium  ftc  moh  vel  amoveri  coutin.^ 
gentit  vel  contingentium  eligere  nominare  et  praeficere  ad  I'upplcad. 
ptaedi^oDi  numeriun  vigiiti-quatuor  princtp.  Bui^enf.  Burgi  et  ViiiJi 
prKdi£tae. 

*By  tte  Charter  every  Mayor,  after  be  bath  executed  that  Ojice,  hecoiiet 
an  Alderman  for  bis  Life:  Tbe  Clmufe  for  lobieb  Purpofe  it  in  the  kf^ords 
foUmoing  :—Et  ulteriut  ^oiwruu,  ac  per  prsefeates  pro  nobis,  HjereJibus  et 
Sucoeflbribos  noftris,  concedimas  prjefatis  Mijori,  Aldennanis,  3aUivis, 
Burgenfibos  Comnrmnitati  Burgi  et  VULe  prjeditt^  et  Succeiforibus  i'uis^ 
quod  qiuehbet  Perfona  qui  Oriicium  M.ijoris  Burgi  et  Vilije  pr.eiictje 
aliqao  Tempore  impofterum  exercebit,  fi  pro  maia  Gubernatione  fua  non 
amoveicur,  immediate  poft  Ex^cutionem  ejufdem  nominabitur,  lit  et  erit 
Aidermanus  Burgi  et  Villx  prxdidtae,  contmuandum  in  Otficto  illo  AU 
dermani  ejufdem  Burgi  et  VilLe  durance  Viu  I'ua  naturali,  fi  tarn  diu  in 
codem  (t  bene  geiient. 

There  is  a  Claufe  in  the  Charter^  confirming  all  ancient  Ufages,  Cujloms, 
Sec,  jilfo  a  Clay  fe  giving  Power  to  tie  Mayor,  Aldermen  ^  Bailiffi,  and 
Capital  Bitrgeffes,  or  tbe  major  Part  of  them,  to  makt  Bye-Lawt  for  the 
Government  of  tbe  faid  Borough. 

Under  this  Charter  the  Corporation  have  ever  fince  aSed,  and  it  vuu 
tiever  oijeSed,  that  an  Alderman  (if  at  the  fame  time  he  loai  a  Bttrgefs  or 
Inhabitant}  tu  s  incapable  of  being  eU&ed  Mayor  of  this  Corporation  9 
And  in  FaB  it  appears  from  tbe  Record-Books  belonging  to  the  Corporation, 
and  was  proved  at  the  Trial  of  this  Caufe  at  the  Aj/i»es  at  DorcheAer  the 
sub  Day  of  March,  174O9  that  to  tbe  Time  of  tbe  faid  Ridiard  Tttcker*< 
£UBion  there  was  but  one  Jnfiance,  to  wit,  in  tbe  Tear  1720,  wherein 
there  wo*  not  either  one  or  more  Aldermen  or  Capital  Burgeffes  upon  tbe  No^ 
Wiination  for  Mayor,  And  that  an  Alderman  has  gentrally  been  eUded 
Mayor  ever  fince  tbe  Charter  j  and  that  moft  of  the  jirji  Aldermen  named 
in  tbe  Charter  vtere  aftervfardt  eleMed  Meyors,  and  frequently  a  Capital 

Burgefi 


(  278  ) 
An.  16.  Geo.  II. Year  for  more  tHan  a  Century,  witliont  any  Kotice  of  the 
^74»«  ;  Violation ;  till  the  Slavey  of  the  late  Minillcr  had  their  Sa- 
gacity (harpened  by  a  Participation  of  the  Spoils  of  the  Peo- 
ple, and  their  Induftry  excited  by  the  Aporoach  of  Danger, 
the  Danger  of  loQng  their  Patron, .  and  maring  his  Puniih- 
ment. 

'  The  Improbability  of  fuch  a  Series  of  uninterrupted, 
unregarded  Errors  is  Co  great,  that  I  am  convinced  of  the 
Reflitude  of  the  Practice  which  has  been  now  cenfured;  and 
belie /e,  that  it  has  continued  (0  long  without  Impeachment, 
only  becaufe  it  was  known  to  be  conCftent  with  the  Charter, 
anci  113  officious  Informer  had  yet  been  found,  who  would 

attempt 


Bvrgtft  bath  been  eUBei  Mayor ;  atttf  that  feUom  an  Inhabitant  net  bein/r 
alfo  an  Alderman  or  a  Capital  Burgejs  noas  eleffed  Mayer.  77>e  FaB  haib 
a/fo  been,  and  was  proved,  that  the  Bailijfs  of  the  faid  EoroHfb  havege^ 
meraffy  been  eleffed  from  amongfl  the  Atderrnen  and  Capital  Bmrpjes  j 
j4nd  alfo,  that  the  ytldermen  have  been  generally  eleffed  from  amoufp  the 
Capiral  Burgcffes  %  altbo*  the  JVords  of  the  Charter  as  to  the  EkSiom  of 
Bailiffs,  and  alfo  Aldermen ,  are,  that  they  are  to  beeUSled  out  of  the  Bar- 
geiTes  or  Inhabitants. 

There  is  no  known  DiftinBion  in  this  Town  between  a  Burgefs  mmd  an 
.Inhabitant* 

Upon  the  FeaftofSt  Matthew,  the  Apofile,  1740,  the  Mayer  of  the  So^ 
rough,  and  the  Aldermen,  Bailijfs,  and  Capital  Buigeffes  or  Lsbahhants 
aj/emb  d  for  the  E legion  of  a  Mayor  ^  and  for  that  Furpofi  the  Ma^ 
and  A'''ermen  nominated  four,  John  Tucker,  Efq\  the  fatd  Richiard 
Tucker,  John  Friend,  and  lohn  Carfwell,  all  Burgeffes  and  Inbahitants 
of  the  fatd  Borough  :  And  tiereupon  fuch  Nomination  being  declared,  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  Bailiffs,  Capital  Bnrgeffcs,  and  other  Burgtffh^  and 
Inhabitants,  by  a  Fhratity  of  Voices,  eleBed  the  faid  Richani  Tocker 
Mayor,  ivho  tvas  afterguards  fiuorn  and  took  upon  himfelfthe  Offee,, 

tn  Hilary  Term  follvtving  fuch  Ele&ion  (to  wit)  17401,  an  Information 
in  the  Nature  of  a  Quo  Warranto  was  granted  againfl  the  faid  Richard 
Tucker,  charging  him  nvith  an  Ufurpation  of  the  faid  Office  of  Mayor ; 
which  Information  appears  to  be  profecuted  by  Mr,  Leonard  Martin  y  St 
Clement* f  Danrs,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  an  Attorn^  at  haw,  who 
is  the  Relator  in  fuch  Information. 

The  faid  Richard  Tucker  appeared  and  pleaded  to  this  Informatim  in 
the  fam  •  Term, 

He  pleaded  the  Charter  and  feveral  of  the  Clanfcs  therein  ;  andalledgcd 
according  to  the  foregoing  Relation,  that  upon  the  Feaft  of  St  Matthew, 
the  Apoftle,  1740,  one  Richard  Jordan  being  then  Mayor,  the  faid  A^y^r 
4ind  Aldermen  affemhled  in  order  to  choofe  four  of  the  Burgeffa,  &&  aod 
then  traverfes  the  Ufurpation  and  prays  yudgment. 

Upon  this  Flea  the  Frofecutor  by  his  Replication  (after  having  admitted 
the  Charter  J  denies  thefevtral  Fa^s  pleaded  by  Ridiard  Tucker. 
He  denies, 
I .  That  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  did  aiTembf e  for  the  Purpofe  alleged. 
3,  77'tf/  the  major  Fart  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  did  ciiefe  ami  no^ 
miaate  the  faid  John  Tucker,  the  faid  Richard  Tucker,  the  faid  John 
friend,  and  John  CarfweJI,  for  the  Furpofe  alledged, 

J.  72  4K  tht  faid  fottr  Ferfont  wtrt  dtchrtd  to  the  Major,  Aldermen, 


t    279    ) 
attempt  to  dlftarb  a  Corporation  in  the  Exerdle  of  their  An.  x6.  Geo«IX» 
icgal  Rights.  174^* 

'  I  need  not,  therefore,  inform  your  Lordftips,  that  I  S^n^^ir""  >  J 
think  the  Judgment  of  the  Court  of  King's-Bench  erroneous, 
and  the  Precedent  which  it  may  afford  remarkably  uange- 
rou8  ;  and,  therefore,  I  think  myfelf  engaged  in  the  Defence 
of  Truth,  the  Oppofition  of  Tyranny,  and  the  Support  of 
t^e  Conditution,  when  I  move  that  this  Judment  fhould 
be  reverfed. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  roie,  and  ipoke  to  the  follow* 
ing  Effedl  : 

My  Lords  f 
*  I  have  no  Intention  of  oppofing  the  noble  Lord  whole  ^^  HarUwick. 
Opinion  has  been  dehvered,  and  whom  I  have  heard  with 

the 

EaiUffs^  Princil>al  Burgejfes^  and  other  Bwrgejfn  and  InbahhantSy  fir  tbt 
Purfofe  alUdged, 

4.  That  tbt  faid  Richard  Tucker  was  tUBed  and  frtferred  to  ht 
I^ayw, 

5.  That  tbe  faid  Richard  Tacker  did  take  the  Oatb  9/  Office,  and  f* 
tker  Oaths  reqmfite^ 

6.  that  the  faid  Richard  Jordan  was  Mayor  ^tbe  faid  Bor$u^, 

7.  That  tbe  faid  Richard  Tucker  was  admitted  into  tbe  faid  Office  •/ 
Wayw  as  aUedged  in  bis  PUa  \  upon  afl  tbefe  fevcn  FaSIs  JJ/'ue  was  joined, 

'The  Profecvtor  aifo  in  bis  Replication^  alledges  a  Cujiom,  that  if  on  tbt 
Charter  Day  for  the  EleSfion  of  a  Mayor,  there  happened  to  be  lefs  thaw 
fight  Aldermen  ahve,  it  hath  akvays  been  ufualfor  the  Mayor,  &c.  to  go 
to  tbe  BkBion  of  an  Alderman ,  or  Aldermen,  to  make  up  tbe  Number  eight, 
before  tbe  EUBion  of  a  Mayor, 

And  further  fets  forth  {by  way  ofObjcHion  to  the  faid  Rkhzrd  Tucker'* 
Election)  that  tho*  he  admits  the  faid  John  Tucker,  Richard  Tucker, 
Joba  Friend,  and  John  Carfwel  were  all  Inhababitants  of  tbe  faid  Bo- 
rough, yet  they  were  all  of  them  at  tbe  fame  Time  alfo  Aldermen  of  the 
faid  Borough. 

The  Defendant  by  bis  Rejoinder  to  this  Replication,  after  protefting  that 
there  was  nofucb  Cufiom  of  filling  up  the  Vacancies  of  Aldermen,  &c«  faj^t 
as  to  the  Tact,  that  there  were  eight  Aldermen  then  in  Being  in  the  faid 
Borough,  upon  the  faid  Feafi  Day  of  St,  Matthew  tbe  Apofile  (the  Day  ojf 
the  faid  Richard  Tucker*!  Election)  upon  which  Fact  tbe  eighth  Iffue  is 
joined. 

And  the  faid  Richard  Tucker_/i^rri*r  pUads  in  his  Rejoinder,  further  ad» 
mi t ting  that  himft/f,  the  faid  John  Tucker,  John  Friend,  and  John 
Carfwell,  were  AUlermen  when  nominated  for  tbe  Office  of  Mayor,  that 
King  James  thefirf,  by  his  Charter,  granted  that  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
Bailiffs,  and  principal  Burgeffes,  or  the  major  Part  of  them  (of  whom  tbe 
Mayor  to  be  one)  upon  a  publick  Summons  to  be  made  by  tbe  Mayor,  Jhould 
have  Power  to  makefaeh  reafonable  Laws^  &c.  as  Jhould  feem  necejfaryfor 
the  Government  of  tbe  Town,  Sec,  And  further  faith,  that  foon  after  the 
granting  the  faia  Letters  Patent,  to  wit,  onthefirft  Day  «/ September,  /« 
the  fourteenth  Tear  of  tbe  faid  King,  tbe  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Bailiffs,  and 
principal  Burgeffes  affembled  according  to  tbe  Power  granted  to  Mm  9  and 
did  make  a  urtain  Law  in  fVriting,  caiPd  a  PyC'Lensp  (tho*  not  nom 
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An.  i6.  G<o.  II,  the  Regard  which  his  Abilities  demand,  and  which  his  Zeal 
'Z'^'     f  naturally  enforces  ;  nor  (hall  I  now  deliver  my  Opinion  on 
the  Queflion  before  us,  having  no  other  Intention    than  to 
remind  your  Lordfhips  of  the  eftabliflied    Order  of  this 
Houfe. 

*  When  a  Writ  of  Error  is  to  be  examined  here,  it  is  the 
conftant  Praftice  to  confult  the  Judges  before  any  Motion  is 
made  ;  a  Pradice  not  only  eftablifhed  by  Caftomy  but  fop- 
porred  by  Krtlfbn  ;  for  the  Difcuflion  of  a  Queftion  ought 
to  preceed  its  Decifion  ;  and,  in  order  to  the  Oifcuilion  of 
It,  every  Lord  ought  to  endeavour  to  underhand  it  in  its 
whole  Extent,  wiuch  cannot  always  be  expeded  from  thi>fe 

whole 


gxtant  in  VTriting)  that  from  theneefortb  the  Mayor  and  AUenmem  iehig  «/• 
Jembledfw  the  Nomination  of  a  Mayor,  JbouU  beat  Liberty  ^xfhenever  it 
Jbouldfegm  meet  to  name  four  of  the  Burgejfcs  or  Inhabitants^  'u>bofi>7nld  be 


then  all  Aldermen,  orsobereof  one  or  more  of  tbem  Jhould  bt  Aldermtm^  in 
order  that  out  oftbe  f aid  four ,  one  mirbt  beeUSied  Major  for  the  Year  tbea 
tnftting,  which  Law  has  ever  fince  been  objerved. 

The  Projecutor  a!mit%  the  Power  to  make  Dye-Laws,  as  in  the  now  Ptain^ 
^y«  R^otndtr  is  fet  forth  s  But  as  to  the  f aid  Plea  of  Plaintiff  /•  abvve 
pleaded  by  Way  of  Rejoinder  in  this,  that  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Bailiffs, 
andtrineipal  f^ur^e/fes  did  make  fu<h  Bye-Law  as  therein  mentioned,  the 
/aid  pro/ecu  for  demurs. 

And  the /aid  t<.icharci  Tacker  joined  in  fuch  Demurrer  ^'^ 

The  fevera I  JJues  above  fet  font b,  were  tried  at  OoxcheRtr  Afftvee  the 


I2^i&  o/"M»rch  1740,  by  a  fpecial  jury  of  Gentlemen,  and  the  Jwj 
their  f^erdiilfn  the  -  fpellant,  Mr  Tucker,  in  every  ont  ofehefaid^a 

But  ufon  arguing  the /aid  Demurrer  in  the  Court  of  King^s  Bench  iu  Eafter 
Term  following^  the  f aid  Court  gave  Judgment  ofOufier  againfi  MrTucker, 
and  that  theRelator  Jbould  recover  Cofts  againft  him,  by  the  Statute  of  the 
^thofi^een  Anne.  fVh^reupon  the  faid  Richard  Tucker  has  brought  his 
H^ritofError^andaJJigh'dtLe  general  Errors,  and  humbly  hopes  that  the 
faid  Judgment  ,dall  be  r ever  fed  for  the  following  and  other  Reafons* 

J.  An  Alderman  is  as  much  a  Burgefe  or  Inhabitant  as  any  other  Burgefs 
cr  Inhabitant,  J  lis  being  chofen  into,  the  OBce  of  Alderman,  does  net  nuie 
him  ceaje  to  be  a  Burgefs  or  Inhabitant*  If  he  is  a  Burgefs  or  bthabitoM, 
he  is  qualified  by  the  IVords  of  the  Charter  to  be  eleSled  Mayor,  And  if 
the  i>Vord5  and  Letter  of  the  Charter  allow  this  Conftruffion,  the  Senfe  amd 
Stnrit  of  the  Charter  plainly  require  it  \  for  there  is  nothing  more  evident, 
than  that  the  Charter,  fas  it  were  a  Key  to  iff  elf)    confiders  Alder  n 


rmen  or 


Capital  Bvr^effes,  as  not  ceafmg  to  be  Burgeffcs  or  Inhabitants,  hut  as  cow 
tinninr  capable  of  any  Office  vf  huh  A 


finning  capable  of  any  Offce  whah  any  Inhabitant  may  enjoy.  Henry  Mit- 
chell, and  koger  Fry  are  appointed  the  twofrfi  Bailiffs  under  theOaarter, 
notwithjianding,  /^*jl5ii^/ Henry  "Mitchell,  and  Roger  Fry,  arealfo  amo^ 
the  four  and  twentf  firft  named  Capital  Burgeffes  in  the  Charter.  And  the 
before  ft ated  Claufe  relating  to  the  EUBion  ^ Bailiffs^  ts  in  the  fame  Words 
as  that  relating  to  tie  J^  tfydr,  to  ^it,  that  the  Bailiffs  are  to  be  chofen  oat 
of  the  CurgeJ'es  or  Inhabitants,  which  as  firongly  excludes  a  Capital  Bur'-^ 
gefs  rom  toe  Ojice  of  Bailif,  as  the  other  Claufe  relating  to  the  EleSioa 
of  a  hf'ojor  doetan  y'ldtman  or  Capital  Burgefs  from  the  Offce  of  Major, 

II.  tt  is  ftaree  foffble  to  conceive  that  the  Crown ,  after  having  by  the 
Charter  fek&ed  out  and  named  j^%  of  the  principal  liurgeffa  or  JahabitoMtt 
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whole  Edncatton  has  not  made  them  acqiuunted  with  the  ^^^  ^^^  O^  1^^ 
Niceties  of  Law.  For  this  Reafon  the  Judges  are  required  ly^ 
to  attend  the  Honfe,  to  whom  every  Lord  may  propole  fuch 
Qae(Hons  as  ppear  to  him  necellary  to  a  periect  intelligence 
of  the  AfEiir  before  him  ;  and  in  Cafes  ol  tnis  Kind,  tlic 
Opinion  of  the  Judges  has  been  generally  the  Foundation 
or  Rule  of  the  Determinations  of  die  Houfe. 

*  To  move  for  the  Dectfion  of  the  Queltion,  before  the 
Sentiments  of  the  Judges  are  heard,  is  wholly  contrary  to 
the  Order  eftablilhed  by  the  Wifdom  of  the  Anceltors  of 
your  Lord  (hips  ;  to  whom  it  would  have  appeared  aDccilion 
before  Examination,  or  at  leail  an  Attempt  to  pieclpitote  a 

Sea- 

of  the  looM,  to  wit,  om  fef  Maynr^  two  far  BaiUgiy  ekvenfot  Mdtrmen^ 
tttftMtjr-foMr  jv     ttpital  Btirgefts^  Jh^'uia  mtend  tb€>eby  jor    ever  ajter  U 

or  ytffiue  Of  the  react,  X  e  immvoiajiUe  i^jfeqtiencJ  oj  wLicb  wmJ  be 
(mJo  frnjUl  a  Town  as  Weymouth)  tbat  ajter  38  are  made  ia^a['Mie,  the 
O^ve  qf  the  great^  Tr^t  ami  Fower  mji  devoixe  upou  the  attati^i  oj  the 
hihabUatiis  .lor  ij  by  the  Charter  an  AUermau  ts  luea^aoU  oj  betug  cbofen 
M  May  or  y  a  capital  Burj^efs  u  alfo  inca^aou  ^  bang  tiectea  Mayof^  or  Al^ 
derman  j  andal^  tbat  neither  aa  AUUrmaa  or  caoUai  Bnrgeji  is  caiabk  of 
htu^  aUaeia  BatUff. 

III.  t  e  Charter  appohti  bid  tkvea  Aldermen^  as  the  \nmber  of  Aider* 
men  tbougU  jufficient  for  the  Goverttment  of  this  T«rfp»,  and  dire&s  that  eve- 
ry Mayor  (ajer  ht  bai  executed  that  Offige)JhaU  oe  an  Alderman  jar  Lite  : 
jf  therefore  the  Charter  is  to  be  coniirned  nec^arUy  to  eajorce  the  ammal  Elec* 
tioaof  Mj^s  to  be  out  ol  the  Uha'tUants^  not  Aldermen^  there  mif^bt  have 
been  taittin  50  lears  after  the  Charter^  and  might  very  probably  now  have 
been  50  Aldermen  xmthut  this  little  Town  :  Aljo  the  Charter  ^rves  t40  Foaer 
to  elecl  a//  Aiderman^  muU/s  the  i\.nmber  nf  Aidermen  comes  to  he  under  e^bt^ 
biU  if  Mew  Aldermen  mMji  of  Xecejjity  be  annually  introdneed  itito  the  Corpo- 
ration^  by  ehttfittg  an  Ithabitatit  mt  bejore  an  Aldermau^  Mayor  ;  it  can- 
not be  prefnmedy  tbat  this  Power  oJ  elecHng  an  Alderman  Jbould  ever  take 
fiaee. 

IV.  the  Eleffion  tf  Mr  Tucker  is  cor^nrmabk  to  the  cotfiant  and  nmn^ 
ierrupted  Vfjtge  ever  Jince  the  Charter,  uov  Hptvards  of  12  c  lears  j  this 
^'age  nasJMlly  proved  before  the  Jn^ge  and  Jury  tP^o  triea  the  taufe^  and 
aU  the  e^ht  JJites  were  Jwnd  far  Mr  Tucker,  that  be  vas  duly  eleSed^ 
nmnnatedy  andfworn,  &c,  tnto  his  Office  oj  Mayor, 

V.  'this  Vfage  is  alfo  eonjejfed  bv  the  Demurrer^  vfsicb  adndts  atJ  cmh 
feScs  the  Bye  Lav  (not  extant  in  Writinf^  j)  and  it  xvottld  be  f>J  aangerous 
Cotfequence  to  Corpv^atioas  in  general,  as  -vodl  as  to  iLis  te^poratvm  in  par- 
ticular^  if  tkeir  Charters  are  to  be  explained  by  nice  and  eriticai  Co'tlhrnShns 
upon  H'ordt  contrary  to  the  Senfe  in  which  fucb  H'oras  hofve  been  underjood 
fir  Centuries,  and  the  Interpretation  of  them  by  conftaU  VjagCy  jrom  the 
Grattti'gnf  the  Charters, 

VI.  There  is  fearce  a  Corporatim  in  Er  gland  hut  might  be  voertumed  by 
fuch  CvmtfuRion^  and  the  Ufiwade  oj  it  lu  ite  prefe>n  tafe   is  to  prwe,  that 

tits  Corporation  was  diJpJved  from  the  fuji  ie-»r  ajter  the  Charter ,  now 
IS5  Tears  ago  :  And  a  Mntibn  to  that  En't,  and'to  draw  the  Kight  oj  this 
Co*poratton  to  Inld  a  Cor^nrattr  Affemj-y  into  j^^hon^  uas  grounded  imme^ 
diately  n^  this  Determiuati  » :  For  the  Jame  I'rofeaaor,   Mr  Leonard 

Martin, 
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.  t6.  Cto.  IK  Sentence,  without  dnc  Regard  to  the  Forms  of  the  Houfr^ 
(74^        tothofe  Forms  which  cannot  be  negle^ed,  without  obftnid* 
"      *  ing  the  End  for  which  they  were  introduced. 

<  That  this  Aflfair,  tliereforc,  may  be  more  diligently 
examined,  and  better  underftood,  I  will,  with  your  Lord- 
fhipn  Leave,  propofe  the  Chief  Qneflions  to  the  Judges^  that 
the  Arguments  upon  which  the  Sentence  of  the  Court  was 
founded  may  be  heard  ;  and  I  hope  that  every  other  Lord 
will  propofe  fuch  Queftions  as  may  contribute,  to  his  own 
Satisra^ion. 

Two  Qiieftions  were  then  put  to  the  Judges. 
I.  *  Whether  an  Alderman  of  the  Borough  oiWeymonth 
^  is  a  Burgefs  of  the  faid  Borough,  and  is  capable  of  being 

*put 

Martin,  in  Trinity  TermUft^  tt^n  AffiJanits  ^at  pomteimit  m  othir  (&- 
jetlinu  to  tht  Rights  either  of  the  Miiy^  w  Aldermen  {fave  and  tMefk  ifcaJ 
the  Mtyvr  was  an  Alderman  when  anfen  Mayvr^  and  that  the  AUffwer* 
had  been  eUBed  Alde*'men  in  the  Mayoralties  uf  and  under  Mtnert  ekHed 
frmn  arnnt^ft  the  Aldermen)  mcfved  ti^e  Cmtrt  of  King's  Bench  fv  Leofve  t§ 
file  an  Injormatiftth  in  Nature  of  a  Quo  Warranto,  ^ainft  the  Mayw  aud 
major  Part  of  the  Corporation^  tn  Jhexo  by  what  Authority  they  beU  a  cor- 
porate Ajfembfy  u^n  the  %ijl  of  September  (the  Charter  Day)  then  Ud^  t'*^-, 
for  the  Ktmiuatiw  of  a  Mayor  ?  and  by  what  Aathmty  they  made  fazk 
Kfomtudion  ?  and  a^o  by  what  Authmty  ikey  and  the  reft  ^^  Inbahitatii 
ajfembled  had  eUBed  a  Mayor  ?  l^  this  Motion  the  Court  of  King's  Beock 
granted  m  Rule  for  the  Corporation  to  Jhevo  Caufe  "udty  fttcb  mt  Injonmatiiii^ 
as  prayed^  Jhould  not  be  granted;  but  upon  Jhcwisig  Cat^e  efgmhifi  ths 
Kuhy  the  Rule  was  inlarged,  apd  now  Jlands  ev«r,  fy  reafm  that  thu 
ff'rit  of  Error  wju  depenMf/g, 

N.GiUidrY* 
W.  Murray. 

T/je  Cafe  of  the  Refpomknt^ 

IN  Hilary  Term,  in  the  ICottrteenA  Year  of  his  prefent  Maj^y,  an  2  s- 
formation^  in  Nature  of  a  Quo  Warranto,  wasjpanted  iy  Ae  Court «»/ 
Kine's  Bench,  and  filed  a^ai rift  Richard  Tucker,  0/  the  Boroxj^  and  Tactt 
of  Weymouth  and  Melwmhe^Kepi  in tbe Couutv  o/Dorfet,  EJqi  tejhe» 
by  what  AutUrity  he  claimed  tn  be  Mayor  of  the  {aid  borough  and  Toon. 

To  which  Information,  the  faid  Richard  Tucker  pleaded  the  Litters  ?j- 
Unt  tf  King  James  I.  and  allotted  that  be  was  cbqIeH  accordittg  f  the  latent 
of  them. 


dldtrmen^  Baiuji^  and  pnndpal  Burgejfes  of  the  faid  Boroi^b^  nr  the  mj- 
jar  Part  of  them,  Jhould  on  6t  Matthcw'i  Vay^  yearly^  eleB  Twa  of  the 
BurgefTes  or  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  Borough  and  T(,wu  to  be  BaHijfs^  ubo 
Jhould  take  Oaths  qf  Office^  and  Jhould  extrcife  thfe  Offices  for  one  c*ft'? 
Tear  i  Audihit  if  theMavor  Jhould  die^  or  be  removed  from  his  Of'-u, 
•tvithn  the  Tear,  the  Aldermen^  Bailiffs^  principal  Burgeffes^  and  ctbtr 
Burgefles  and  Inhabitants  for  the  Time  beings  or  the  major  Part  tf  tbatj 
Jhould  eUa  another  tf  the  Bur^eflet  or  InhabitanU  to  be  MsyoTy  ti^  fix»i 
•MTi^f^  Ufe  OJicefor  the  Refidue  0j  th$  leew.    Ttett  if  at^  of  the  AlJermes 

Jhak 
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*  put  in  Nomination^  in  order  to  be  Mayor  of  the  faid  Bo*  An.  i6. 6to»  th  ^ 

*  rough,  by  Virtue  of  the  Charter  of  the  14th  Year  of  the        W*« 

*  Reign  of  King  James  I.  " 
The  Judges  prefent,  viz.  Mr  Jnftice  Dfrn/bn,  Mr  Juftice 

Burnety  Sir  Thomas  Abneyy  Mr  Baron  Reynolds^  Mr  Baroi;i 
Cart^Ty  and  Sir  John  Wilted  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  theCb«- 
mon  Pleas y  being  directed  to  deliver  their  Opinion  with  their 
Rcafbns,  Seriatimy  upon  this  Qpeftion,  they  were  all  heand 
accordingly,  beginning  with  the  Junior y  and  declared  their 
Opinion  to  be,  *  That  an  Alderman  was  a  Burgefs,  but  not 
^  to  be  confidered  as  capable  of  being  put  in  Nomination  to 

*  be  Mayor/ 

ir. 

Jhmtld  ir>.  Of  he  removed^  or  iUpart  from  that  Offiiety  mni  mt  ibt  tmttf 
Deatb^ ,  Amotiou  nr  Departure  oj  fuA  Mdarmmny  there  fhmU  mt  he  e^bt 
Mderme»  fkrvivuigy  that  the  Mmot  mtdfitrwouig  Aldermen^  m  affo  the 
Bailiffs  Mid  principal  Bttrgeffes  /or  the  loaf  hangy  or  tbe  majer  Part  of 
tbem^  Jhokld  eleS  Jo  mutiy  as  Jhidd  he  waatu^  0/  Aat  Number  oat  rf  the 
Bwr%itff(tt  or  Inhabitants,  to  he  an  Alderman  or  Mdermen  of  th$  faid  Do. 
roi^h  andtmvn. 

And  the  [md  King  fttrther  vjSkd^  that  every  Perjon  t^  at  awf  Tvm 
theraaftery  Jbould  exercfe  the  faid  Office  rf  MayWy  tf  not  anarvedjir  MiJ^ 
haharwour,  jhaU  immediately  after  the  Expiration  of  the  fame,  become 
an  Alderman,  to  continM  in  the  fame  fur  Lrfey  ^  he  Jhedd  foUmg  hthave 
h^elf  weU  in  the  fame. 

That  if  the  Bailiffs  or  either  0/  ibemfhmdd  it«,  or  he  remtfoed  from  that 
Offiieey  teitbiii  the  TeoTy  the  Mayer ^  Aidermeny  BaHifs  and  principal  Bar 
Jteffes^  and  other  BurgcflTes  and  Inhabitants  tf  the  faid  Bam^h  and  team 
JhoHld  eUB  one  other  or  two  others^  out  of  the  Burgefles  or  Inhabitant,  tm 
he  Bailiff  or  BaiUffs. 

That  if  anyy  or  either  tf  the  twenty-fonr  eapital  or  prineibal  Bitrgeffeg 
Jhoalddiey  he  removed^  or  depart  from  that  Officcy  that  the  Mayor ,  Mder^ 
meuy  Bailijfs.  and  the  r^jl  of  the  principal  Unrfreffes^  Jheuld  eleB  another  or 
etbersy  out  of  the  Burge^es  or  Inhabitant!  of  the  faid  Borough  and  Town. 

And  the  Ir^rctttor  fhrthfr  fetsfnrth,  that  the  Vfage  bathhren,  that  n(em 
t>e  Day  appointed  for  the  EletHon  of  Mayor,  in  cafe  the  Nmaber  tf  Alders 
men  then  in  heiffy  hath  heeu  at  that  time,  lefs  than  eifjhty  the  then  Mt^y 
andfKrviving  Mdermeny  as  alfo  the  then  Bailiff's,  ana  c.ipital  and  princi- 
pal Bargeffesy  or  themafor  Part  of  them^  have  always  Reeded  to  eleBfe 
many  as  were  wantit^  oj  that  Numijtr^  out  of  the  BurgdTes  or  InhabitanU 
of  the  faid  Borough  and  Town,  to  be  an  Alderman  or  Aldermen^  bfforo 
the  faid  then  Mayor ^  Aldermen^  Baiitp,  princifal  BurgefeSy  and  Other 
Bur^eflcsand  Inhabitants,  have  proceeded  to  the  EleBion  of  a  Mayor, 

Ihat  on  St  Matthew's  D^  l^t,  the  Nmnher  tf  Aldermen  then  furvivitm 
and  remaining^  exclujive  c^  the  yiiV  Richard  Jordan,  who  pretended  to  att 
as  Mayor,  was  lefs  than  ei^ht^  {that  is'  John  Carfwell,  John  Friend, 
John  Tucker,  Richard  Tucker,  and  Edwani  Tiiard  5  and  that  the  faid 
Richard  Jordan,  and  the  faid  Aidermeny  upon  Saint  Matthew's  Day  afore' 
faidy  did  m^  proceed  to  cleR  fo  many  as  were  then  wanthtg  tfthe  Nmnher  rf 
e^h^  Aldermen. 

Jioy  in  his  Keplication,  a^^mittedy  that  the  DefendaM  Richard  Tu^er, 
end  alfo  the.  fatd  John  Todcer,  foha  Fiioid,  mtd  John  CaifweU,  ftwrc 
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htu  f  6.  G«Q.  II«     II.  <  Whether  the  Rej<M]ider  is  a  Departure  from  the  Plei 
'^^         '  *°  ^*''>  **^^  w***^  "  ^  Confequence  thereof  in  Point  of 
%m   "ji^^"*^  <  jL,a^  upon  this  Record.'    On  this  Queilion  the  Judges  ha- 
ving conierred  together,  the  Lord  Chief  Joitice  of  theCsAs- 
fBon  Pleat  acquainted  the  Houie,  **  That  tliis  is  no  Depar- 
^<  ture  in  Pleading,  and  can't  be  at  aii  material  in  the  pre* 
«  fcnt  Cafe." 

iiori  Talbot  Hereupon  Lord  Taliot  (poke  again. 

My  Lards  y 
'  I  had  not  the  leaA  Intention  of  pred{)iuting  the  Judg- 
ment of  your  Liordlhips,  or  hindering  any  Lord  from  propo* 

Img 

aUof  thmhMaUutstf  the  Ihni^h  muI  Town  tfarefMd -y  yit  be  tik^cJ 
$hiy  were  alTo  Aidtrmea  of  the  faid  Borough  and  Towa. 

AttA  them  ttse  ^ro^eintor  trMve*s'a  tve  joLLwiito  Meters,  fet  tmt  in  the 
faidJ^k^Qj  thejauKkhard  Tucker^  aadJQm*d  ^fke  Mpo»  ef^bt  ¥*Si  mev- 
timed  m  the  ApoeUant'i  ca^«. 

Tiye  Jkid  Ridianl  Tucker,  by  bis  faid  Kejouidefy  admitted^  thmt  the  faid 
Richard  Tucker,  Jolm  Tucker,  John  Friend,  aim  John  CarfweU  trere 
Aldermen,  jh  Mie>»^.A  tu  Wejata  iie^UuUtoa  i  and  Uiuuye  ti.'ut  the  Jjtd 
J^M^y  atd  oy  bis  Letters  Fmunty  farther  ottmt  to  the  Mayor ^  Aldermem^ 
liaiUjfSf  Bwr^^eSj  and  LwtmMalfy  OJ  we  Jaid  Jioroi^k  and  Ivtam^  v» 
Marnier  as  Jet  va  itt  the  jaid  SLe^^cation  i  bnt  t}>e  faid  Richard  Tucker 
eUUd^edf  that  the  jaid  Kiu^  did  tty  his  faid  Letters  J*atemtj  jttriber  hiil 
mnd  iiratit^  to  the  MMyor^  AldermeHy  BjuUffs^  and  ^rincipai  or  ca^iul 
^itrgejfes  oJ  the  Borgaob  and  MnoM  aforejaid,  the  i^vwer  oj  makiu^  By^ 
Laxoi^  ana  that  by  a  ^LaafJ'o  made^  U  was  a^^oiated  tiut  oh  Mae  rmua 
mijgbt  he  eleded  MMyv, 

2o  this  by- Law  the  Profeeuter  demurred. 

Am  the  faid  Richard  Tucker  jotndA  f »  Vemttrrer, 

Tihe  fever tU  JJfnes  aaortfe  jotned^  were  iri.d  at  the  AJfzes  hddtm  at  Dor- 
chefter,  on  the  i%t.o  Day  oj  March,  1740,  toben  a  FerdiB  vtas  jmt»d  ysr 
tbefatd  Kkhara  Tucker,  Mfor*  the  faiujcverai  IJfkes. 

J'iJe  Denmrrtr  wm  argued  i/t  Eafter- 1  erm,  I741,  ^shen  the  Comn  ttent 
uaammokflyt^  Ouniofty  that  the  hyijowja  u£t/y  iKejMa  Richard  Tucker, 
woi  not  a  ^iodBy-LaWy  and  that  be  imng  an  Aidermam  oj  ut  f*iJ  Ourtm^h 
and  iuxwif  at  the  lime  t^  his  E,ie&um  10  he  Atayor^  xoas  fjy  the  ttansr 
incapable  qf  being  chefen  Mayor  j  and  tbereitpvs  Jm^^ment  ^  Otfier  taas^sv 
9n  agut^ii  him, 

Wherem^  the  faid  Richard  Tucker  bath  brwgbt  a  Vrit  mf  Errv  te 
reverfe  the  faid  Judgment,  y  oua  hath  afjignedihe  general  Kmn  ;  but  it  is 
hnmby  hoped  that  the  faid  Judgment  jhait  Oe  ^med  jor  tbe  joikiafing 
RjeujonS, 

X.  Lt  appears  clearly ^  that  by  the  Charter  ef  Ineer^ertion,  the  Bnigeflei 
or  Jnhabltints  are  in  aU  iJe&iom  dfitit^nifhed  jrem  every  ether  broach  ef 
the  ih^y,  u**d  are  as  mncb  afeparate  J' art  tbere^  as  the  Mayor^  the  Aider* 
WM,  the  Baili^'Sy  or  the  primi^l  Bnrgejfes, 

Z*  that  by  the  Charter  oj  inwporatumf  the  Fenr  to  be  nominated  (and 
wt  §j  whom  the  Mayor  was  to  oe  cbefen)  were  tobefo  hmmnaua  ft-at  oat 
ffthe  Aldermen^  or  Bailffiy  ef  ^rind^  Brngeffesj  bnt  ont  t^  the  Bwgeflci 
«r  Inhabitant. 

%.th*t 
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ftng  (uch  Qneftions  to  the  judges  a^  might  eontribute  to  his  An.Gco.  i6.  IL 
Information,  or  give  SatisU^ion  either  to  his  Scruples  or        1742- 
Curiofity ;  I  was  very  far  from  deGgning  any  Innovations  in  *  ^^^ 
the  Orders  of  the  Hoafe,  and  made  the  Motion  without 
imaginings  and  certainly  without  knowing,  that  any  Que- 
fUons  would  be  propofed  ;  fince  the  Fulnds  of  my  Convic-^ 
tion  did  not  funer  me  to  fu(pe^  that  any  Doubts  could  be 
formed,  or  any  Difficulties  railed* 

*  With  regard  to  the  Queikions  which  have  been  propof- 
ed  with  fo  much  Gravity,  and  aniwered  with  lb  much  So* 
lemnity  of  Diction,  and  Pomp  of  Argument,  I  am  not  a- 
(hamed  to  confefs,  that  I  did  not  expedt  them  ;  and  that  I  do 
not  now  difcover  for  what  End  they  were  propofed.  I  have 
been  able  to  draw  no  Information  from  tlie  ieveral  Anfwers 
that  have  been  given,  nor  am  otherwise  inftrudted  by  them^ 
than  that  I  have  had  one  more  Opportunity  of  remarking 
how  eafiiy  Truth  may  be  obfcured,  and  how  much  the  great- 
eft  Abilities  may  be  mifapplied. 

'  The  Queition  before  ns,  my  Lords,  is  a  Queftion  not  of 
Law  but  of  Right ;  and  is,  therefore,  to  be  decided  not  by 
Criticiiins  and  by  Precedents,  which  may  be  fometimes  un- 


oertam^ 

3.  That  the  faid  Richard  Tucker  in  bis  Pleadittgt,  atJSrfl  infifted,  that 
hy  the  Charier,  the  Fo:/r  out  of  nvbom  the  Mayor  ts  to  be  chofen,  can  be  »•- 
minated  out  of  any  Pan  of  the  Body,  fo  as  they  are  BurgefTes  or  Inhabi- 
tanU  5  vet  affer^vards  by  his  Rejoinder ,  relie*  for  Us  Defence  on  a  Bye* 
Law,  juffojed  to  be  made  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Bailiffs,  andfrinapetl 
or  capital  Burgejfes,  whereby  the  ALiermen  or  Bailiffs  are  capacitated  to  bi 
put  in  Nomination  for  Mayor, 

It  is  hum'ly  infijied  that  fuch  ByC'Lato  (iffuch  there  tvere)  is  void  in 
La'Of  5  for  tto*  they  way  by  mutual  (.onfent,  and  to  a*void p^.puJar  EteBions, 
and  the  Zoffpons  arijing  from  thtm^  abridge  any  particuiar  Fleffion  to  a 
fmaller  Number  than  the  2a'ter  gave  thePowr  to  ;  yet  it  is  humbly  fab* 
mitted,  that  they  cannot  transf  r  fuch  /  ranctijc  from  that  Part  of  the 
Body,  in  tohom  it  wat  by  tbeCrjwn  invefled,  to  another  Part,  who  by  their 
Charter  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  • 

*TiM  farther  humbly  infijied  that  thit  Judgment  is  a  good  one,  and  ought 
not  to  bereverfed,  becati/'  the  faid  Kich-ri  iuclcer,  6y  bis  Plea  at  firft 
pleaded,  puts  the  Rig^t  of  his  Nomination  and  Eleiiion  on  Four  Inhabi'anti 
generally,  being  na  'fd  on  the  Charter  Day,  of  which  he  was  one,  and  oh 
bis  being  properly  chofen  out  of  theft  four  .nhabu*  nts,  by  Virtue  of  a  Grant 
in  the  Charter ;  whrre  is  he  aftenoards  is  forced  to  have  Recourfe  to  an0'> 
tber  Defence,  v'.z  That  the  Bye-  f  aw  above  ment:oned  impowers  the  Body 
to  name  four  Aldermen .  or  fo  many  of  the  foitr  as  thfy  /bonld  pleafe  out 
•fthe  Mdermai,  by  which  he  i^tfrts  hisfirfi  Defence^  viz.  Tha'  Four  In- 
kabit;«nts  generally  might  by  the  Charter  be  *>o'ntnated,  and  ii  forced  at  laf^ 
to  cover  himfcif  undet  the  tife-lutw,  which  is  ( as  is  humbly  fubmitted)  A 
Departure  from  his  nr\^  PleUy  and  what  by  Law  be  was  not  intitled  ta 
plead,  artd  that  tbtreforo  tbejud^ntnt  i»as  wtll  given  by  the  Court  of 
Kuig'soBaicli. 

J.  Strange. 
Rich.  Lloy4« 
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Jk«.i6.G€o.  Itt  certain,  and  foraetimes  contraditfloryy  biit  by  the  facred  and 
*»74»«         invariabie  Rules  of  Moral  Joftice  :  Rules,  which  I  hope  we 
'are  not  now  to  learn,  and  which  have  no  Dependence  on 
the  Authority  of  the  Judges. 

*  It  has  been  indeed  infinuated  by  the  noble  Lord,  that 
our  I^ciiion  ought  to  be  founded  on  their  Opinion  ;  but 
fttrely  amidft  his  Solicitude  for  Order,  and  his  Dread  of  In- 
novations, his  Lordfhip  ought  to  have  forborn  (uch  an  Aller- 
tion ;  an  Aflertion  not  only  never  heard  in  this  Houfe  before, 
but  inconfiflent  with  our  Privileges  ;  an  Aflertion  by  which 
we  are  at  once  deprived  of  our  Judicial  Right,  and  reduced 
from  the  higheA  Court  of  the  Kingdom  to  be  only  the  E- 
choes  of  the  Judges.  To  what  Purpofc  would  it  be,  that 
our  Fellow-SubjeAs  have  a  Right  of  appealing  to  us  when- 
ever they  are  injured  by  an  erroneous  Sentence,  if  we  arc  on- 
ly to  repeat  the  Opinions  of  thofe  who  have  already  deter- 
mined the  Caufe  ?  Or,  why  do  we  fit  here  to  deliberate,  if 
the  Sentence  is  not  to  be  ours,  but  that  of  the  Judges  ?  For 
furely  the  Sentence  cannot  be  called  that  of  your  Lordfhips, 
which  others  di^late,  and  you  only  pronounce. 

^  I  am  fo  far,  my  Lords,  from  thinking  it  my  Duty  to 
refign  my  Underftanding  to  any  twelve  Men,  however  vcae- 
rable  or  learned,  that  I  (hould  not  have  thought  it  neceflary 
to  afk  their  Opinions  ;  for,  in  giving  my  Judgment,  I  (hall 
confult  only  my  Reaibn  and  my  Confcience  ;  and  I  Ihall  ne- 
ver, I  hope,  endeavour  either  to  blind  the  one,  or  lay  die 
other  afleep ;  I  doubt  not,  therefore,  of  being  direded  right, 
nor  (hall  I  need  to  take  for  Guides  thofe  on  whom  Kature 
has  conferred  no  other  Powers  than  on  myfelf. 

^  In  examining  this  Queftion  by  the  fteady  Light  of  com- 
mon Senfe  (a  Light  which  very  feldom  deceives,  but  when 
the  Clouds  of  Sophiftry  are  thrown  over  it)  I  find,  that  the 
Senfe,  which  the  Judges  have  unanimoufly  preferred,  cannot 
be  the  true  Senfe  of  the  Charter,  becaufe  he  that  granted  it, 
underllood  it  in  another;  and  becaufe  the  State  of  the  Place, 
tnd  the  fmall  Number  of  Inhabitants,  abfolutely  require,  that 
another  Senfe  fhould  be  admitted  ;  for  it  cannot  be  imagined, 
that  any  Monarch  fhould  intend  to  have  a  whole  Town  of 
Aldermen,  a  Town  in  which  every  Man  Hiould  be  invefled 
with  Authority,  which  he  could  never  exercife  but  upon  his 
Brother  Governors. 

*  Nor  can  it  be  conceived,  that  thefe  Men  thus  dignified 
fhould  be  always  fubjedled  to  the  fuperior  Authority  of  ano- 
ther, upon  whom  no  TruH  or  OHice  had  been  conferred  be- 
fore, and  of  whofe  JufHce  or  Moderation  no  Proof  had  been 
given  :  or  that  it  fhould  be  the  Intention  of  a  iCharter,  that 
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the  firft  office  <xercifed  by  every  Member  of  it,  fhould  beAiKi6.  Geo.lt 
the  highefl ;  that  be  fhould  be  qualified,  in  Oppofition  to  ail        S742* 
the  Rules  of  Policy  hitherto  received,  by  greater  Employment  '  ^-^-^ 
for  meaner  Offices  ;  or  that  he  who  had  laudably  difcharged 
his  Truft,  fhould  be  for  ever  incapable  of  being  trufied 
again. 

*  There  is  no  End,  ray  Lords,  of  enumerating  the  i^bfur- 
dities  which  arife  from  this  Conllrudlion  of  the  Charter ; 
which  ought,  if  it  be  underflood  in  this  Senfe,  to  be  void  in 
itfelf,  as  being  inconfiflent  with  the  common  Reafon  of  Man* 
kind,  and  the  general  Principles  of  Government ;  and  fliere- 
fore  fuchas  would  be  injurious  to  the  Public,  and  reproach- 
ful to  thofe  by  whom  it  fhould  be  received  ;  a  Charter  by 
which  Society  would  be  inverted  ;  by  which  the  Many  would 
be  employed  to  govern  the  Few ;  a  Charter  by  which  Virtue 
would  be  difcouraeed,  flnce  he  that  executes  his  O/Hce  with 
Applaufe,  is  equally  incapacitated  for  Re-admifTion  to  it  with 
him  that  plunders  or  opprefles  ;  a  Charter  which  confers 
the  bigheil  Authority  on  him  who  has  the  leaft  Experience, 
and  condemns  every  Man  to  move  from  a  higher  to  a  lower 
Sphere. 

'  If  any  Lord  fhould  imagine  it  his  Duty  to  concur  in  an 
Opinion  like  this,  I  fhall  not  envy  his  Ea'fincfs  and  Tradla- 
biJity  ;  for  my  Part,  I  have  no  Reverence  for  Abfurdity  nor 
tan  orevail  upon  the  Ruggednefs  of  my  Nature  to  give  up 
Keafon  to  Complaifance. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  not  only  the  Reputation  of  your  Wif^ 
dom,  but  of  your  Juftice  likewife  is  interefled  in  this  Cafe. 
If  we  conflder  how  neceflary  it  is,  that  thofe  who  are  to  be 
govem'd,  fhould  obey  with  Willingnefs,  and  how  flowly 
thofe  are  obeyed  who  cannot  be  eiieemed,  it  will  be  thought 
by  no  Means  a  flight  Confideration,  that  this  Senfe  cannot 
be  adopted  by  us,  without  Danger  of  Contempt  and  Ridicule ; 
yet  this  Argument,  as  it  may  feem,  in  fbme  Degree,  founded 
upon  a  Regard  to  our  own  Intereft,  fbme  Lords  may  think 
themfelves  at  Liberty  to  flight,  who  will,  I  hope,  fhew  more 
Kefped  to  the  Obligations  of  Juflice. 

'  Let  us  therefore  enquire,  my  Lords,  how  we  fhall  dif^ 
charge  the  Duty  of  Judges  by  confirming  the  Sentence  which 
is  now  before  us  ;  let  us  examine,  whether  we  fhall  adt  as  the 
Guardians  of  Right^  and  the  laft  Refort  of  opprefled  Privi- 
lege ;  or  whether  we  fhall  not  appear  Inllrtiments  of  Mtnific* 
rial  Tyranny,  and  the  mean  Reporters  of  the  Sentence  of  aa 
inferior  Court, 

'  By  confirming  this  Sentence  we  fhall  not  only  deprive  a 
Magiltrate  of  his  Office,  which  he  holds  by  a  Claim  which  has 
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Ab.  i6.  Geo.  II.  ]j^,i  thought  juft  for  more  than  a  Centuiy,  and  in  the  Exer- 

'^^-'        cife  of  which  it  appears  rcafonable  to  believe,  that  he  is  dif- 

^^^"^^    turbed  not  for  Miibehaviour,  but  difcharging  his  Truft  ;  but 

we  (hall  entail  upon  the  Town  and  Corporation  perpetual 

Confufion  and  Diihirbance.  Evils  which  Government  was 

inftituted  to  prevent ;  we  fhall  fubjed  them  for  ever  to  the 

Authority  of  Men  untried  and  unexperienced ;  and  by  Con- 

fequence  to  all  the  Mifchiefs  of  an  ignorant^  if  not  of  a 

corrupt  Adminiftratlon. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  is  fufEcient  to  determine  my  Judg- 
ment; and  I  hope  it  will  be  of  equal  Weight  in  that  of  o- 
thers.  I  (hall  not  willingly  interpret  a  Charter,  which  is  al- 
ways an  A6t  of  Royal  Favour,  to  the  Difadvantage  of  tho(c 
to  whom  it  was  granted  ;  for  I  never  heard  of  a  Charter  of 

^  Corruption,  or  Ignorance,  or  Miiery  ;  and  fince  it  is  more 
happy  to  live  without  Government,  than  to  be  governed  ill, 
I  cannot  believe,  that  a  Charter  like  this,  as  it  is  now  inter- 
preted, was  ever  given.  I  therefore  conclude  the  Judgment 
erroneous,  and  once  more  move  that  it  may  be  reverfed. 

Then  the  Earl  oi  Cholmondeley  ro(enp,  and  (poke  as  follows : 
My  Lodsy 
larl  of  Choi-         *  Though  it  (hould  be  admitted  that  in  giving  Jndgment 
mondele/.  upon  QueUions  like  this,  we  are  not  obliged  implicitly  to 

re(ign  our  own  O)  inions  to  that  ofthe  Judges,  but  may  after 
having  heard  their  Sentiments  recede  from  them ;  yet  not 
only  the  CuRoms  of  this  Houlc,  but  the  plain  Dictates  of 
Common  Senfe,  apparently  dired  us  to  pay  great  Regard  in 
our  DettTmi nations  to  Men,  whole  Attendance  »he  Wifdom 
of  our  Anccllors  required  in  this  Houfe  only  for  our  Directi- 
on ;  and  who  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed  better  q  alified  than 
ourfelves  to  determine  Qiieftions  to  the  Study  o^  which  they 
ha\e  devoted  their  Lives,  who  prefide  in  our  Coi-rts  of  Juf- 
tice,  to  decide  Property  and  pafs  Sentence  upon  Li  c, 

*  To  what  Purpose  do  they  (it  here  ?  To  what  Purpo(c  has 
their  Prelence  been  required  from  Century  to  Century  ?  If 
they  are  not  to  be  heard,  or  when  heard,  not  to  be  regarded  ? 
Or',  why  does  any  Man  fpend  his  Time  in  Study,  if  the  rood 
eyten(ive  Knowledge  will  entitle  bim  to  no  Authority  ?  I 
have  hitherto  been  tf)l(^,  that  it  is  rational  to  truft  an  Ar- 
ti^  in  his  own  Art ;  nor  have  I  yet  found  my  Faculties  fuch 
as  mry  e uaUe  me  to  judq;e  better  upon  a  new  Subje^  than 
thofe  who  by  long  Converie  have  made  it  familiar. 

*  On  this  Occillon  at  leaft  I  can  di  cover  no  Reafon  for 
treat! '.g  the  Opinion  of  the  Judges  with  Coatempt  or 
Ne^li^ence ;  becaufe  it  appears  to  me  indiiputably  right, 

bong 


(    289    ) 
bang  founded  upon  the  plain  Conftrudlon  of  A^  Words  of  An.  f  6.  Gee.  n« 
the  Charter.  '74*- 

*  By  this  Charter,  my  Lords,  a  Corporation  is  conffituted 
conGfting  of  a  Mayor,  Bailies,  Aldermen,  capital  BurgelTes, 
and  Burgefles :  Of  all  thefe  Perfons  the  Power  and  Privileges 
are  didinguiHied,  the  OfHces  adigned,  the  Duration  of  die 
Offices  limited,  and  the  Choice  of  the  Officers  regulated  ; 
in  all  thefe  Parts  of  the  Charter,  the  Bnrgelfes  are  evidently 
confldered  as  diftind  from  the  Capital  Burgeiles  or  Alder- 
men ;  and  it  is  direded  that  the  Mayor  ihall  be  cho(en  from 
the  Burgedes,  and  after  the  Expiration  of  his  Oifice  (hall 
become  an  Alderman  for  Life. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  is  a  fufficient  Proof  that  he  is  fiippofed 
not  to  be  an  Alderman  before  his  Ele(flion  to  the  Mayoral- 
ty ;  and  this  Provifion,  ad  Jed  to  th^  Conftderation  of  the 
Diftin^ion  made  through  the  whole  Charter  of  the  Burgedes 
from  the  reft  of  the  Corporation,  is  fufficient  to  (hew,  that 
none  but  a  Burgefs  can  hold  the  Office  of  Mayor  by  thi» 
Charter. 

*  With  regard  to  the  Inconveniences  that  may  arile  to  the 
Town  from  this  Inllitution,  or  any  Abfurdities  that  may  be" 
imagined  to  be  comprifed  in  it,  they  do  not  regard  us  but 
the  Authors  of  the  Charter,  who  mull  be  blamed  for  any 
Defcfls  or  Weaknefles  that  may  appear  in  it  5  but  furcly  net 
Part  of  the  Cenfure  can  fall. upon  tho(e  who  only  explain  it, 
and  deliver  nothing  but  what  they  find  in  it  in  the  molt  ex- 
pre/five  Words.  The  Charter  may  undoubtedly  be  ahfnrd^ 
and  therefore  the  Explanation  which  implies  that  Abfurdity 
be  right. 

*  That  this  Charter  is  in  reality  abfurd,  I  am  not  about 
to  aflert,  becaufe  it  is  not  our  Province  to  amend  but  to  ex- 
plain it ;  but  furely  to  ihew  that  any  Explanation  is  falfe^ 
becaufe  it  implies  an  Abfurdity,  is  to  fuppofe  the  Authors  of 
the  Charter  exempt  from  the  common  Frailties  of  Humaa 
Nature. 

'  BeCdes,  my  Lords,  it  is  poffible  that  the  State  of  the 
Place  may,  fince  the  Grant  of  the  Charter,  be  much  altered ; 
and  that  the  Inconveniences, which  are  now  juflly  objected, 
might  not  have  been  feared  when  the  Inhabitants  were  more 
numerous. 

'  I  am  tlierefore,  my  Lords,  of  Opinion,  that  the  Sentence 
of  the  King's  Bench  is  founded  upon  the  Words  of  the  Char- 
ter underdood  in  their  natural  Senfc ;  and  (hall  Aerefore 
vote  for  confirming  it,  unlefs  fbrongcr  Arguments  fhall  be 
offered  againfl  it.* 

Vol.  VIIL  Part  2-  Kk  Th» 
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The  Duke  of  BeJfonL 
Afv  Lords, 

*  Though  the  noble  Lord  has  with  great  Art  defended 
Duke  of  Bedford.  '^^  Sentence  which  is  now  under  our  Fxamination,  has  with 

great  Addrefs  obviated  forae  of  the.  Objections  which  ha\x 
been  made,  and  recommended  to  oTir  Regard  the  Opinion 
of  the  Judges  with  unufual  Eloquence  ;  yetthe  Effcdt  of  his 
Rhetorick  has  only  been,  that  1  have  liilned  to  him  with  that 
Pleafare  which  a  candid  Man  naturally  receives  from  the 
Contemplation  of  great  Abilities,  but  without  that  Satisfac- 
tion which  an  upright  Mind  always  feels  from  the  Difcovcry 
of  Truth. 

*  The  Opinion  of  the  Judges  ought  undoobtedly  to  be 
treated  with  great  Regard,  whenever  (^ueflions  are  examined 
which  it  is  the  peculiar  Province  of  the  Jbdges  to  explain  ; 
nor  have  I  heard  that  any  Lord  has  endeavoured  to  degrade 
them  from  their  Authority,  or  raifehimfclf  toaCompetitioti 
with  them  in  the  Knowledge  of  the  Law  ;  tliat  Knowledge 
which  makes  their  Prefcnce  necelTary  in  this  Place,  and  in 
which  alone  it  is  reafonablc  to  fuppofc  that  they  can  give 
any  Information  to  your  Lordfliips. 

*  That  their  Opinion  therefore  is  of  great  Importance  in 
the  prefent  Qiieftion,  my  Reverence  of  their  Knowledge  or 
Abilities,  however  great,  will  not  fuflfer  me  to  allow  ;  for  I 
cannot  think  this  fo  much  a  Qiieltion  of  Law  as  of  Equity-, 
and  though  I  cannot  pretend  always  to  determine  what  is 
legal,  I  hope,  I  may  at  leaft  be  able  to  difcover  what  is  jaft ; 
becaufe  without  this  Faculty  I  (hould  not  only  be  in  Danger 
of  erring  as  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  but  as  a  Member  of 
Society;  and  (hould  not  only  be  incapable  of  the  Duties  of 
a  Peer,  but  a  Man. 

.  *  In  fuch  QiielHons,  therefore,  I  fliall  pay  little  Regard  to 
the  Opinion  of  any  other  Man,  but  (hall  confult  my  own 
Undcrftanding  ;  fince  I  think  it  not  the  peculiar  Privilege  of 
any  ProfelTioii  to  didinguifli  right,  but  the  Faculty  of  every 
Man  who  fliall  honeflly  fearch  after  it ;  and  as  the  Conftruc- 
tion  of  the  Charter  which  the  Judges  have  advanced  is  con- 
trary to  my  Undcrfianding,  I  fliall  n«^er  receive  it,  tiD  I 
can  linJ  Means  of  reconciling  them. 

'  The  Abfurditics  of  thisConftru^ion  have  already  been 
explained  by  the  noble  Lord,  and  are  indeed  fuch  as  cannot 
be  aggf.ivatcd,  extenuated,  or  avoided;  but  by  admitting 
that  Saifc  of  the  Charter  which  has  Iwcn  for  more  than  a 
Century  received,  it  is  evident  from  Experience,  the  only 
furc  Tell  in  fuch  Cafes,  that  no  Inconveniences  will  follow. 
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*  But  itis  obje<5ted,  that  this  Conftruftton>  how  long  fo- An.  x6.  Geo.  I|k 
ever  it  has  been  admitted,  is  contrary  to  the  Terms  of  the,        i74«* 
Charter ;  and  therefore  that  its  long  Reception  is  only  an  ^ 
Argument  that  it  fhould  be  fufFered  no  longer.     I  have  con- 
fidered,  my  Lords^   the  Words  of  the  Charter  with  great 
Attention,  and  can  difcover  nothing  in  them  diredllyoppo- 
fite  to  either  Senfc  ;    for  though   the  Burgefles  are  neither 
Capital  Burgefles  nor  Aldermen,  yet  an  Alderman  or  a  Capi- 
tal Burgefs   may  be  a  Burgefs  ;  ,as  a  Peer  is  a  Gentleman, 
though  a  Gentleman  is  not  ncceirarily  a  Peer,  as  the  greater 
includes  the  lefs  but  not  the  lefs  the  greater. 

*  That  it  ii  directly  fpecified  that  the  Mayor,  after  the 
Conclufion  of  his  Office,  (hall  be  an. Alderman  for  Life,  docs 
by  no  means  infer  that  he  muft  not  be  an  Alderman  before  j 
nor  is  the  Provifion  made  for  any  other  Reafon,  than  tliat  if 
the  Merit  of  any  Man  fhall  raif^him  without  the  ufual  Gra- 
dations to  the  highell  Truft  of  the  Corporation,  he  (hall  not 
fink  down  to  his  former  Meannefs,  but  Ihail  retain  fome 
Degree  of  Dignity  to  the  End  of  his  Life  j  there  are  Offices 
which  he  that  executes  becomes  an  Efquire,  but  from  which 
an  Efquire  is  not  therefore  excluded  ;  a  Seat  at  the  Board  of 
Council  bcftows  a  Title  equal  to  that  of  your  Lordfhips,  but 
furely,  my  Lords,  that  Provifion  does  not  exclude  you  frot9 
being  Counfellors. 

*  A  Charter,  my  Lords,  is  like  a  Will,  to  be  conftrued 
not  according  to  the  Letter,  but  according  to  Equity  and 
Keaibn  ;  nor  is  any  Thing  more  to  be  regarded  than  the 
Intention  of  the  Teftator.  This  indeed  is  not  always  cafily 
to  be  known,  becaufe  a  Will  cannot  be  in  Force,  till  he  thit 
made  it  is  incapable  of  explaining  his  own  Meaning  :  Bat 
the  State  of  a  Charter  is  different,  a  Charter  is  a  Wfll  cxe* 
cuted  by  him  that  made  it,  and  to  whidi  the  ^f  eaning  there- 
fore cannot  be  miftaken. 

*  That  the  King  who  granted  the  Charter  differed  from 
thofe  whom  we  have  coniulted  in  his  Conceptions  of  its 
Meaning,  is  evident  ;  becaufe  tho'  he  diredU  the  Baiiifis  as 
well  as  Mayor  to  be  chofen  from  among  the  BurgefTes,  he 
yet  nominates  two  of  the  Aldermen  the  twd  firfl  Bailiffs  j 
nor  appears,  tho'  he  was  not  ill  qualified  to  judge  of  the 
Meaning  of  Pieces  more  intricate  than  the  Charter,  to  ima- 
gine that  an  Alderman  ceafed  to  be  a  Burgefs,  or  lofl  his 
Rights  to  a  higher  Station. 

*  In  confidering  the  Charter,  my  Lords,  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  our  Duty  to  confirm  thofe  Rights  which  it  was  the 
King*s  Intention  to  beflow  upon  this  Corporation ;  andfince 
his  Intention  is  known  fi-om  his  own  Pradice,  and  his  Prac- 
tice is  the  fame  with  that  which  has  ever  fince  been  foUowedy 
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Jkfi.  1^.  Geo.!!."^)^  ^^J  conclude  that  no  Alteration  Is  to  be  made,  and  that 
274a.        the  Charter  has  been  exadly  obferv'd,  finoe  the  Intentions 
of  its  Author  have  certainly  been  followed. 

'  Bat,  my  Lords,  not  only  the  Arguments,  which  the  Pcr- 
nial  of  the  Charter  may  fuggeft,  will  influence  me  to  vote  a- 
gainft  the  Judges  of  the  King's  Bench,  but  the.  ConGderation 
of  the  Methods  of  Profecution  which  have  been  pradtis'd  on 
this  Occalion,  and  the  Confequences  which  may  be  derived 
from  this  Contell  to  all  the  Corporations  of  Great  Britain^ 

'  This  Complaint  of  the  Violation  of  the  Charter  did  not 
«ri(e  from  any  Senfe  of  Inconveniences  which  it  produced,  or 
of  Injuries  which  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Place  imagined 
themielves  to  receive  from  Ufurpation  or  Tyranny  ;  it  was 
not  promoted  by  any  Man  who  thought  himielf  unjuftlv  de- 
barred from  Authority,  or  by  any  Body  of  Men  exdTuded 
from  their  Share  in  the  Government  of  the  Town.  The 
Profecution,  my  Lords,  was'the  {Iffeft  of  miniflerial  Refent- 
ment ;  it  was  threatened  to  influence  the  Ele^on,  and  was 
executed  not  to  humble  the  Haughtinefs  of  Guilt,  but  ta 
crufli  the  Firmnefs  of  Integrity  ;  to  punilh  thofe  who  could 
not  be  terrify'd,  and  to  obtain  thofe  the  SatisfaAion  of  Re- 
venge who  had  loft  the  Pleafurcs  of  Succefs.  For  this  Pur- 
pofe  an  Attorney,  that  was  a  Stranger  to  the  Ik)rough,  was 
employed  to  harrafs  the  Mayor  with  a  Profecution,  defeated 
at  the  AlTizes  where  Men  of  plain  Senic  were  to  determine 
the  Caufe,  but  fuccefsful  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
where  Craft  and  Subtilty  were  admitted. 

^  If  fuch  Proceedings,  my  Lords,  (hould  receive  a  San^* 
on  from  this  greut  Allembly,  how  long  can  any  Corporation 
hope  to  enjoy  its  Privileges,  after  having  dared  to  rejed  the 
Overtures  of  the  Agents  of  a  Minifter  ?  Of  what  Value  will 
be  the  Immunities,which  our  Kings  have  bellowed  upon  ma- 
ny Cities -of  this  Kingdom  as  Rewards  of  their  Loyalty,  as 
Encouragements  to  Trade,  as  Marks  of  Honour  and  Diuinc- 
tion,  or  for  the  more  eafy  AdminiTlration  of  Government  ? 
If  Proiecutio|}s  like  tliis  be  allowed,  it  will  be  at  any  Time 
in  the  Power  of  a  fubtle  Villain  to  deprive  them  of  tlicir 
Rights,  to  Jifturb  the  Exercife  of  lawful  Authority,  to 
confound  all  Subordination,  to  fill  the  Courts  of  Jnflice 
with  expenQve  Suits,  and  the  whole  Kingdom  with  Perplexi- 
ty and  Terror. 

'  Such,  my  Lords,  will  be  the  Injuftice  of  confirming  tfaii 
Sentence,  and  fuch  the  Miferies  which  that  A&  of  Injufiice 
will  bring  upon  us  ;  and  therefore  I  fliall  continue  to  op- 
pofe  it,  as  I  hope  always  to  appear  an  Advocate  for  Rightj 
And  to  promote  the  Happinefs  gt  m;  Country. 

The 
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The  Earl  of  Bath  then  rofe  up  and  fpoke  as  follows  t     Am  i6.  Geclh 
My  Lords,  ^^ 

*  After  having  heard  the  Arguments  on  both  Sides,  and  ^  ,  "i^  J 
endeavoured  to  difcover  ibme  Motives  u  hich  might  deter-  **  ^ 
mine  my  Vote  one  Way  or  the  other,  I  do  not  find  the 

Proofs  on  either  Side  fufncient  to  over-balance  thofe  on  the 
other.  Since  therefore  I  am  unable  to  determine  my  own 
Opinion  by  my  own  Reafbn,  I  (hail  be  content  to  fubmit  to 
the  Deciflon  of  thofe  whofc  Studies  have  particularly  enabled 
them  to  judge  of  Queftions  like  this  ;  who  hav^  had  Oppor- 
tunities of  perufing  a  great  Number  of  Charters,  and  fixing 
their  Sen(e  by  frequent  Comparifons  ;  and  who  therefore  can 
tell  with  more  Certainty  what  is  intended  by  them,  than 
Others  who  have  not  had  the  fame  Experience. 

^  Yet  I  cannot  but  confefs,  that  the  Danger  of  dlfhirbing 
antient  Settlements,  and  calling  into  Queffion  thofe  Rights 
which  have  been  eftablifh'd  by  uninterrupted  Prefcription 
and  the  Praftice  of  many  Years ,  has  been  very  juftly  urg*d 
by  the  noble  Lords  who  have  dec  tared  againft  the  Judgment 
of  the  Court ;  nor  can  it  be  denied  that  by  confirming  the 
Sentence  we  (hall  give  Rife  to  a  very  dangerous  Precedent,  z 
Precedent  which  Malice,  or  Turbulence,  or  Ambition,  may 
employ,  to  difhirb  a  great  Part  of  the  Nation. 

*  As  I  forefee  the  Fate  of  this  Queftion,  I  hope,  my 
Lords,  that  a  Bill  will  be  propofed  by  which  the  Charters 
of  other  Corporations  may  be  fecured  from  the  fame  Attacks  ; 
and  that  the  Succefs  of  this  Profecution  may  not  give  En- 
couragement to  others. 

The  QuefUon  being  put,  theSent^ce  of  the  Court  of  King's 
3ench  was  confirmed,  by  a  Majority  of  21  againft  14. 

And  in  Purfuance  of  the  Earl  of  Bath's  Propofal,  the  fijrc-     . 
going  Bill  was  brought  into  die  Houfe. 

March  1 1 .  The  Lords  read  a  fecond  Time  the  Bill  touch- 
Ing  the  Knights  of  the  Shire  for  Eyfland,  and  committed  the 
fame^  and  order'd  the  Lords  to  be  fummoned. 

Then  read  a  fecond  Time  the  Bill  for  the  further  quiet- ^^^^^^^ 
ing  and  eftablifhing  Corporations :    Hereupon  Lord  Romncy  gyj  forferther 
flood  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  Effed,  qwetiog  Gofp» 

ntioQi. 
My  Lwdsy 

*  When,  at  the  Conclufion  of  a  late  Debate,  it  was  pro- 
pofed by  a  noble  Lord,  that  a  Bill  fhould  be  drawn  up  for  i^i^  Rflttiii|w 
^  Prevention  of  thofe  Dillurbances  in  Corporations,  which 

K  k  ^  were 
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An.  1 6.  Geo.  IT.  wcfc  feared,  and  feared  with  great  Rcafon,  from  the  Judg- 
}7^'         ment  then  given,  the  Equity  and  Propriety  of  the  Propol-1 
'  was  approved,  at   leaU  tacitly,  by  tlic  whole  Houfe;  and 
a  Bill  for  that  Purpofehas  been  accordingly  drawn  up,  and 
brought  in,  in  Conformity  to  the  Notions  which  appeared, 
at  the  Time  when  it  was  propofed,  to  prevail  in  the  Houfe, 
and  formed  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  be  very    little  liable  to 
EvaGon,  and  therefore  fuch  as,   in  my  Opinion,   « ill  carry 
the  greatcft  Security. 

*  The  Bill  is  now  after  the  (econd  Reading,  in  diie 
Courfe  to  be  referred  to  a  Conmiittee  ;  and  then,  whether 
It  be  agreeable  to  the  Intention  of  your  Lordfliips,  whether 
any  necelfary  Provifions  are  emitted,  whether  any  Ambi- 
guities may  furnifti  Opportunity  to  Artifice  and  ^ubtilty  frr 
fuch  Explanations  of  it  as  may  defeat  the  End  for  which 
it  is  dcfigned,  will  be  properly  enquired.  I  doubt  not  but 
it  will  be  found,  if  not  a  pcrfecfl  Bill,  at  lead  a  Foundation 
on  which  fuch  a  SuperftrudVurc  of  Securities  may  be  raifed, 
as  all  the  Arts  of  malitious  Profecution,  and  all  the  Efforts 
of  minifterial  Power  fliall  never  be  ableto  overturn  or  fhake. 
I  (hall  at  prefent,  thereibre,  only  beg  j'our  Lordfliips  Indul- 
gence to  (hew  the  "NecelHty  of  a  Bill  for  tliis  Purpofc,  if 
tiie  jre  cut  fhould  not  be  approved. 

*  It  is  to  be  confidered,  my  Lords,  that  the  general  State 
of  mo  i  of  the  Corporations  of  this  Kingdom  is  ncceflkrily 
fBch,  that  very  few  of  the  Members  can  be  fuppofed  to  un- 
dtrftand  the  Charter  from  which  they  derive  their  Autho- 
rity, and  that  therefore  they  do  not  regulate  their  Condn(^ 
by  confulting  it  asOccafion  may  demand,  but  by  enquiring, 
how  their  Predeceflbrs  afted  in  flmilar  Cafes,  upon  the  Pre- 
fum prion  very  generally  admitted  that  the  Precedent  on 
which  the  prefent  Officer  founds  his  Behaviour,  was  Iikewife 
j unified  by  fomc  former  Precedent,  and  that  the  Scries  of 
Precedents  was  fo  carried  up  to  the  fiHl  Jnflitution  of  the 
Corporation,  when  the  Charter  mull  be  fuppofed  to  have 
been  critically  explained,  and  accurately underftood. 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  in  many  Corporations,  the  Know- 
ledge of  their  own  Privileges  is  merely  traditional.  Example 
fupplies  the  Place  of  Rule,  and  the'  Charter  however  care- 
fully preferved  is  feldom  confulted,  bccaufc  it  is  not  under- 
stood. 

*  Hot,  my  Lords,  Tradition,  where  .it  is  confined  to  a 
fmal!  Number,  and  where  it  fomerimes  depends  upon  the 
Memory  or  Intcqritv  of  a  fjngle  Man,  may  be  very  eafily 
flian;;ed,  and  infenfible  Deviations  from  the  Charter  may 
be  multiplied  by  Degrees,   till  a  very  great  Change  fhall  he 
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made  in  the  State  of  the  Corpomtion^  who  may  yet  think  An.  1 6,  Geo.  Ii; 
that  they  are  adling  by  Virtue  of  the  Grant  which  their         »74a« 
Predcccilbrs  received,  and  exerting  no   Privileges  but  what 
were  granted  them  by  regal  Favour. 

'  It  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  to  be  rcmcmbred  in  favour 
of  thofe  who  have  in  any  Cafe  departed  from  the  ftriift  Con- 
Itrudion  or  original  Intention  of  their  Charter,  that  their 
Deviations  are  for  thegreatefl  Part  rather  Errors  than  Crimes, 
that  they  are  more  often  the  EfFeAs  of  a  real  and  unavoidable 
Ignorance  than  of  Artifice  or  Delign,  and  that  they  have 
therefore  a  natural  Claim  to  Pardon  and  Indulgence. 

*  There  is  likewife  another  Confideration  which  may  in- 
duce your  Lordfhips  to  promote  a  Bill  like  this,  a  Confide- 
radon,  in  my  Opinion,  of  very  great  Importance,  and  which 
a  Uttle  £3q)erience  in  Affairs  will  fliew  to  be  by  no  Means 
chimerical.  It  is  not  unlikely,  my  Lords,  that  many  Char- 
ters may  be  difregarded,  becaufe  they  cannot  poflibiy  be  ob- 
lervcd,  or  not  without  greater  Inconvenience  than  the  For- 
feiture of  them  would  produce, 

'  It  is  very  eafy,  my  Lords  to  fuppofe,  that  by  the  In- 
crcafc  or  Diminution  of  the  Number  of  Inhabitants,  the 
Fludhiations  of  Trade,  the  Tranflations  of  Property,  the 
Accidents  of  War  to  which  (bme  of  our  Corporations  have, 
in  the  unhappy  Times  of  our  Anccftors,  been  frequently  ex- 
poled,  the  Calamities  of  Fire  and  Inundation  which  are 
equally  to  be  dreaded  at  all  Times,  or  the  Improvements 
or  Degeneracy  of  the  circumjacent  Soil,  our  Towns  are  fub- 
}C&  to  Changes  either  fudden  or  gradual,  while  the  Charter  by 
which  they  arc  governed  continues  the  fame;  but  it  will  eafily 
be  imagined  that  the  Form  of  Government  which  was  con- 
venient for  one  State  may  be  impradlicablein  another.  The 
Government  of  a  Town  in  its  flourifliing  Condition  may  be 
committed  to  fuch  a  Body  of  Men,  under  various  Denomina- 
tions, asmay  exceed  the  Number  of  its  Inhabitants  in  its  De- 
cline ;  or  fuch  Qualifications  may  be  made  neccffary  to  its 
chief  Magiftrate,  as  in  Time  no  Man  may  be  found  to  poflefs. 

*  It  may  likewife  happen,  my  Lords,  that  by  the  Im- 
provement of  any  Manufacture  or  the  Attainment  of  fome 
new  Advantages,  a  Town  may  be  remarkably  augmented 
and  enriched,  of  which  it  is  not  difficult  to  find  Examples 
in  this  Kingdom,  the  Charter  then  may  be  found  equally 
inconvenient.  Encreafe  of  People  produces  new  Conibina- 
tions  of  Property,  and  new  Varieties  of  Claim  ;  and  when 
there  is  an  Encreafe  of  Pofleffions  which  are  the  natural  Sub- 
jeds  of  Difpute,  Difputes  will  likewife  proportionably  en«* 
crcafc  J  if  a  Charter  then  be  intended  to  enable  the  Magi- 
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Afl.  i^  Geo.  II.  fiwitc*  *^  govern  the  Town,  the  Charter  mnft  by  eqiutible 

X742.  '  Condrudion  be  enlarged  witli  the  Wants  of  thole  vbofe 
Benefit  is  intended  by  it. 

^  That  both  thefe  Cafes  have  happened  in  this  Rin|rikmi 
cannot  be  doubted  ;  nor  can  it  be  Imagined  that  many  Char- 
ters have  been  obfcrved  in  the  utmofl  Rigour,  fincc  I  believe 
it  would  appear,  if  their  Dates  were  examined,  that  Trade 
has  changed  tlie  whole  If  ace  of  the  Nation^  fince  they  were 
granted. 

'It  may  likewife,  my  Lords,  be  eafily  conceived  that 
fbme  of  the  Cliarters  may  be  in  themfelves  dubions,  imper* 
fed  or  inconlittent ;  that  tliey  may  prcfcribe  Coadkions  im- 
po/Iible  to  be  always  found  in  order  to  qualify  the  Magi- 
ftrates,  or  omit  Powers  abiolutely  necelTary  to  Govemmenty 
or  diredl  the  different  Offices  to  be  executed,  in  a  Manner 
which  mufl  produce  perpetual  Difputes. 

*  All  tlus,  my  Lords,  may  be  reafonably  fufpeded  by  any 
Man  who  confiders  the  Imperfe^ion  of  many  of  our  Laws, 
though  they  pafs  through  the  Conddcration  of  modi  greater 
Numbers  than  we  can  fuppofe  to  be  engaged  in  drawing  np 
a  Charter;  and  though  the  Forms  of  the  Legiilature  require 
that  they  fhould  be  read  at  different  Intervals,  that  wluit  is 
overlooked  at  one  Time  may  be  difcovcred*  at  another.  It 
is  well  known  that  in  the  Execution  of  many  of  thefe  Lavs 
the  Senfe  of  /bme  Paflages  was  at  firii  arbitrarily  explained 
by  the  Courts,  and  fuch  Explanation  confirm *d  by  a  long 
Courfc  of  Precedents  at  laft  eilabliCbed  as  authentic  and  in- 
dubitable, and  that  many  Defeats  have  been  fuppliod  l^  re* 
garding  only  the  Intention  of  the  Legiflature. 

*  VVIiat  the  Frailty  of  human  Nature,  even  where  it  may 
be  fuppofed  toa^  with  moll  Vigour,  lias  hitherto  made.ne- 
cciTiry  in  the  national  Laws^  may  furcly  be  allowed  in  the 
Charters  of  p^articnlar  Corporations ;  nor  can  they  be  charged 
With  any  Departure  from  Right,  in  attempting  to  rccondk 
their  Charters  with  Juflice  and  with  Rea(bn, 

^  It  may  be  urged,  indeed,  that  when  a  Charter  is  Iban4 
thus  imperfect,  or  when  the  State  of  the  Place  is  altered,  a 
new  Grant  (hould  be  folicited  from  the  fame  Power  which 
bellowed  the  former  ;  tliat  no  Society  Hiouki  prefume  to  be- 
llow Privileges  upon  themfelves,  or  explain  the  Grants  of 
the  Crown  according  to  tlieir  own  preient  Convenience,  or 
accidental  Caprice  ;  that  all  Evils  (hould  be  redre/led  by  pro- 
per Authority,  and  that  new  Charters  fhoold  be  granted 
whfiT  the  old  cannot  be  obferved. 

^  This,  ray  Lords,  may  be  eaiily  and  fjjecioufly  alledgcd 
by  |hpfe  w])o  are  deflrous  of  propagating  Dependence,  or 
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introducing  Difamtents,  Complaints  andConfufion,  but  will  ^^  ^^^  ^^  H.* 
not  be  much  regarded  by  thofe  who  arc  acquainted  with  the         ly^ 
general  State  of  Mankind,    who  know  that  thcfc  Inconve- 
niences are  often  felt  by  Degrees,  that  their  firft  Acccflcs 
are  too  flight  to  require  Complaint^  and  fecm  to  admit  of. 
Remedies  by  fuch  trivial  Alterations  as  are  unworthy  of  any 
pnblick  Notice,  or  formal  Permifiion,  or  legal  EftaWilhment; 
that  the  firft  Deviations  naturally,  fometimes  neceflarily,  lead 
to  others  of  which  the  Gradations  arc  again  finaJl,  and  if 
not  in  thcmfelves  imperceptible,  frequently  unnerceiv^d  and 
difr^ardcd  ;  and  diat  thole  who  have  wandered  forthcft  from 
their  original  £ibibli(hment,  do  not  know  when  they  left 
the  Path  which  was  marked  out  for  them,  fince  each  Man' 
has  followed  him  that  went  before  him,  upon  Suppofition 
that  his  Leader  ftili  obferved  the  Track  of  fomc  other 
Guide, 

*  It  will  likewifc  be  worthy  of  the  Candour  of  your  Lord- 
Ihips  toconCder  what  Difficulties  Men,  not  much  acquainted 
with  publick  Affairs,  may  find  or  fear  in  foliciting  a  neiT 
Charter  ;  how  ignorant  they  may  be  of  the  proper  Method» 
of  Application  ;  how  unable  or  how  unwilling  to  fupport 
the  Expence  which  thedeteftable  Praiftice  of  our  own  Times,. 
has  made  the  certain  Attendant  upon  all  Solicitation ;  how 
much  the  perpetual  Struggles  of  Party  have  influenced  the 
Determination  of  all  Queluons  relating  to  Corporate  Bodies; 
how  unwillingly  every  Man  diiTolves  a  certain  £flablifliment 
in  hopes  of  mending  it  by  a  lucky  Chance  ;  and  how  juftlv 
every  Community  may  fear,  thatif  their  Charter  was  refign 'a, 
another  would  either  not  be  granted,  or  would  be  wholly 
regulated  by  the  private  Interdfl  of  particular  Perfons,  who 
delired  either  to  punifli  or  enflave  them,  either  to  revenge 
paft  Difappointments,  or  to  prevent  future  Defeats. 

*  Thefe  ConCderations,  my  Lords,  will  eafily  appear  to 
be  reafonable  and  general  ;  that  they  are  reafonable,  even 
the  late  Profccution  which  gave  Occaiion  to  this  BiU  will 
evince ;  and  that  they  are  general  appears  ftom  this,  that 
though  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  the  Changes  which 
the  laft  Century  has  produced  in  roofl  of  our  Towns  and 
Cities,  muft  naturally  incline  them  to  wifli  for  fome  Altera- 
tions in  their  Charters,  by  which  they  may  be  better  ac- 
commodated to  their  prefent  State,  yet  we  do  not  hear  from 
any  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  of  any  Petitions  for  new  Charters, 
or  any  Refignations  of  thofe  which  have  been  formerly 
granted;  nor  can  this  feeraingNegleA  of  their  Intereft  whic^ 
apparently  prevails  in  almoib  alt  the  Towns  of  this  Kingdom, 
be  imputed  to  any  oxher  Caufi>  th^n  an  univerial  Jealoufy 
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An»  16.  Ged.  ILthat  nO  Change  can  be  obtained  for  the  better,  and  tihat  by 
>74s*        endeavoaring  to  fee  tliemfelvcs  free  ^om  lefs  Evils  they  (haU 
W.  ■"¥"  ""^  only  expoie  themfelves  to  greater. 

^  This  isy  in  my  Opinion,  a  fufEcient  Apology  for  the 
Application  of  Remedies  not  ftridly  legal,  that  they  are  eafy^ 
certain,  and  (afe,  and  that  thofe  which  the  Law  prefcribes 
are  hard  to  be  obtained,  and  dubious  in  their  £vent ;  that 
the  one  is  in  their  own  Hands,  and  may  be  ufed  and  laid 
afide  at  Pleafure,  the  other  mud  be  procured  by  long  Atten- 
dance and  expenfive  Solicitation,  and  if  obtauied,  will  be 
impofed  forever  upon  them,  and  may  be  in  Time  more  bur- 
thenfome  than  the  Evils  which  they  were  intended  to  remove. 
Thele  Reafons,  though  they  cannot  wholly  jnftify,  mufl  at 
kaft  extenaate,  any  uight  Tranlgreffion  ot  arbitrary  Laws  ; 
Mid  he  certainly  deferves  to  be  applauded  for  his  Regularity, 
who  does  not  fometimes  commit  equal  Crimes  with  left 
Temptations. 

'  It  is  tikemfe  reafonable  to  believe,  my  Lords,  that  ail 
thefe  fecret  and  unregarded  Violations  are  commonly  in 
themfelves  either  conducive  to  the  general  Advantage  of  So- 
ciety, and  therefore  confident  with  the  Intention,  tho*  con- 
trary to  the  Words  of  the  Charter,  or  at  word  indifferent ; 
and  therefore  fuch  as,  having  been  long  tolerated,  may  be 
at  length  iafely  confirmed  ;  confirmed  in  Confequence  of 
Experience,  which  is  the  fure,  the  only  Guide  in  compli* 
cated  Cafes.  That  they  are  not  detrimental,  may  be  con- 
cluded from  the  Silence  with  which  they  have  beenadled,  and 
the  Patience  with  which  they  have  been  born  ;  for  it  can- 
not be  imagined  that  one  Part  of  a  Corporation  would  fiifiTcr 
anotlier  to  recede  from  their  common  Charter  for  the  Sake 
of  any  particular  Intcreft,  or  that  the  whole  Body  would 
concur  to  violate  it  but  for  the  general  Advantage. 

^  It  therefore  appears  to  me,  that  your  Lordfhips  by  con- 
firming the  Charters  of  this  Kingdom  in  their  prdfent  State, 
will  eftabiifh  Peace,  and  promote  Happinefs,  and  that  your 
Endeavours  willddferve  the  Thanks  both  of  the  prefent  Age 
and  of  Pofterity. 

*  For  which  I  move,  that  the  BUI  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee.' 

The  Earl  o(  Cholmondeley  fpoke  next. 

My  Lords, 

9»of  Cliolmoa-     *  I  am  very  far  from  denying  in  general  all  the  Pofiljons 

^ekj.        of  the  noble  Lord.     He  mufl  be  allow'd  to  have  given  us  a 

very  (triking  View  of  the  Reafons  which  may  pofllbly  have 

^ntributed  to  the  Violatioa  of  Charters  y  be  has  (bewa  great 
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"EjetCTit  of  Obfervation,  and  great  Strength  of  Kefle^Kon*  in  ^^  i6.C3««.if. 
comprehending  and  explaining  all  the  Inconveniences  which         174a. 
may  arifc  from  a  ftri^  Adherence  to  them,  and  no  lefs  Dex- 
terity in  extenuating  the  Offence  of  departing  from  them. 

*  That  many  of  hisAflertions  are  true,  that  fome  of  them 
cannot  reafonably  be  fuppofed  falfe,  I  am  ready  to  confefs ; 
but  cannot  therefore  admit  the  Inference  ^hich  he  intends^ 
that  this  Bill  is  coniequently  neceflary  or  proper  ;  for  lean** 
not  but  think  that  itmutl  appear  more  dangerous  to  the  pub- 
lick  Happinefs^  than  the  Evils  which  it  is  defign'd  to  obviate 
or  to  remove. 

*  Let  us  coniider,  my  Lords,  what  we  are  about  to  eilaft 
by  confcnting  to  the  Bill  which  is  now  before  us  ;  it  is  pro* 
pofed^  that  idl  the  prefent  Pradlices  of  all  the  Corporations 
of  this  Kingdom,  if  not  queftioned  or  fupprefled  before  a 
certain  Time,  which  Time  is  intended,  I  fuppoie,  to  be 
placed  at  no  great  Diftance,  (hall  forever  be  confirmed,  and 
condder'd  a  Part  of  their  Charter,  that  no  Ele^on  (hould 
be  callM  in  Queftion,  nor  the  Qualifications  *of  any  Magi* 
ffarate  examined. 

*  The  firft  Refledion  that  mnft  occur  to  every  Man  whofe 
Vote  is  defired  for  a  Law  like  this,  is,  that  he  is  required  to 
aft  in  the  dark,  to  confirm  Praftices  with  which  he  is  un- 
acquainted, of  which  he  knows  neither  the  previous  Motives 
nor  the  eonfequent  Effefts  ;  and  to  fupport  Magiftrates  of 
whom  he  knows  not  how  they  obtained,  or  execute  their 
Offices.  It  is  impoffible  not  to  confider,  that  by  palfing  this 
Bill,  we  (hall  decide  a  thoufand  Queftions  which  we  have 
not  exsmin'd,  and  juilify  a  thoufand  Adtions  of  wliich  we 
have  had  no  Account. 

^  To  aft  thus,  my  Lords,  is  fiirely  unwordiy  ofan  Aflcm- 
bly  celebrated  at  once  for  Wifdomand  for  Juftice  ;  it  is  un- 
worthy of  a  rational  Being,  to  determine  without  any  Mo« 
tlves  to  influence  him  ;  it  is  the  wildeft  Deviation  from  th% 
Paths  of  Juftice  to  decide  without  hearing  the  Caufe. 

*  The  noble  Lord  has,  indeed,  endeavoured  to  ihew,  that 
this  Conduft  may  be  beneficial,  but  cannot  be  dangerous  ; 
that  though  we  do  not  know  the  particular  State  of  every 
Trenfaftion  that  will  be  involved  in  this  Bill  of  Impunity 
and  Security,  we  have  yet  Knowledge  fufficient  to  influence 
us  to  pafs  it  ;  fince,  in  his  Opinion,  it  is  reafbnable  to  con* 
eei^c^,  that  all  the  Violations  of  Charters  are  innocent  at 
lead,  if  not  beneficial ;  and  therefore  by  fecuring  them  from 
Cenfure,  wefhall  do  no  Injury  to  any  Community. 

*  I  cannot  difcover,  my  Lords,  any  Reafon  for  imagining 
thftt  Charters  are  never  broken  but  tor  good  Purpoies.    I 
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'74^*  ^  ken,  that  the  Law  Is  to  h^blamed  ;  for  tho' Laws  arc  the 
Contrivances  oply  of  hiunan  Wifdom,  and  therefoxc  may  be 
in  fome  Caics  inconvenient,  and  in  others  defedive;  and  tho' 
it  is  not  iropoiTibie^  that  the  Happinefs  which  a  Lav  is  in- 
tended to  promote,  may  be  more  advanced  by  negleding  dian 
obferving  it,  yet  I  cannot  allow^  that  private  Men  Sioiikl 
€rc&  a  Tribunal  fuperior  to  the  Legiilative  Power ;  and  I 
think  that  the  Precept,  of  which  every  Man  is  left  at  Liberty 
to  judge,  and  by  which  therefore  no  Man  is  obliged,  is  no 
Law.  Nor  do  I  readily  conceive^  that  thoie  who  break  the 
Law,  find  it  fo  much  inconvenient  to  the  Publick  as  lo  tbcm- 
leives. 

*  To  aflert  that  the  Charter  is  never  broken  but  for  the 
general  Advantage  of  thofe  to  -whom  it  was  granted,  is,  in 
my  Opinion^  to  aifert  not  only  without  Proofs  but  againft 
Experience.  Charters,  my  Lords,  are  often  broken  in  the 
Struggles  of  Party,  only  to  obtain  a  fingle  Vi^ory,  or  tem- 
porary Superiority ;  they  are  broken  fometimes  by  the  weal- 
thy and  powerful  for  more  deteftable  and  in&mons  Pnipo- 
(es,  for  die  Sake  of  engrofOng  Authority,  and  of  opprefung 
thofe  who  (hall  murmur  at  their  Adminiftration.  They  are 
broken  fometimes  for  the  fake  of  diverting  publick  Charities 
to  private  Ufes,  (bmedmes  to  aggrandife  particular  Families, 
fometimes  to  advance  the  general  Intereft  of  the  Town  to  the 
Difadvantage  of  Foreigners,  or  of  neighbouring  Places,  and 
fometimes  indeed,  which  is  mofl;  eabiy  to  be  eccufed,  by 
•mere  Negligence  or  Ignorance. 

*  If  a  View  were  to  be  taken  of  all  the  Boroughs  and  Ci- 
ties of  this  Kingdom,  I  am  afraid,  my  Lords,  InAances  of 
Charters,  violated  for  the  moft  flagitious  of  the  Reafons  which 
I  have  enumerated,  would  very  frequently  occnr  ;  for  no- 
thing can  be  more  fallacious  than  the  Inference  made  by  the 
noble  Lord,  that  no  Inconvenience  is  l^lt  or  foared  from  the 
Violation  of  Charters,  becaufe  no  Petitions  are  offered  to  the 
Parliament,  and  no  Profecutions  are  commenced  in  the 
Courts. 

^  It  is  to  be  conlidcred,  my  Lords,  how  many  Cruelties 
and  Injuries  are  fu£^ered  every  Day  in  the  Sight  of  ahnoft 
every  Man,  without  any  regular  Aopeal  to  the  Laws  for  Re* 
drefs,  and  very  often  without  Refiltance,  and  without  Com* 
plaint ;  let  us  refied^  upon  the  Reafons  of  this  Submillion, 
and  we  fliall  foon  difcover,  that  a  Prance  is  not  neoeflarily 
approved  becaufe  it  irborne. 

*  When  Charters  are  broken,  they  arc  broke  certainly 
with  feme  Teniptation  of  Advantag^e,  and  in  Confidence 

that 


that  the  Violation  tviU  pafs  nncenfured  ;  bnt  It  does  not  fbl-  Ao.  1$.  Geo.  JL 
low,  that  this  Confidence  arifes*  ftom  Integrity,  or  that  the  1742. 
Advantage  which  tempted  to  it  was  general.  It  is,  I  am 
afiraidy  my  Lords,  more  frequently  to  be  found,  that  by  the 
Violation  of  Charters,  as  by  the  Depravity  of  other  Go- 
vernments, the  Many  arc  injur'd  for  the  Gain  of  the  Few  ; 
and  that  Practices  contrary  to  the  original  Inftitution  of  Cor- 
porations, arc  continued  by  the  fame  Arts  and  the  fame 
Weakneflcs  as  all  the  other  Opprcffions  of  tyrannical  Govern- 
ment. The  Advantage  of  Oppreflion  is  immediate,  and  cer- 
tain, and  great  becaa%  it  is  extended  to  few,  who,  hecaufe 
they  are  few,  are  eafily  united  by  common  Intereft,  or  by 
common  Danger  :  The  Advantage  of  Refiftance  is  diftant 
and  uncertain,  and  perhaps  to  each  Individual  not  worth  the 
Danger  of  the  Conteft  ;  in  whicb>  if  he  (hould  be  defcrted 
by  his  AiTociates,  or  overcome  by  Artifice  or  Strength,  he 
tnuft  exped  to  be  purfued  with  the  utmoft  Rage  of  Ven- 
geance. 

*  This  Argument  is  not  now  neceflary  to  trace  thro*  thofe 
Dedu^ions  which  might  raife  it  to  Certainty  ;  it  is  enough 
that  it  appears  upon  the  moil  tranfient  View,  equally  proba- 
ble with  thofe  to  which  it  *is  oppofed,  and  that  it  may  be 
llrengthened  even  by  the  Reafoning  of  the  noble  Lord,  whole 
Eloquence  andAcutencfs  have  given  Occafion  to  it.  Let  him 
conuder,  my  Lords,  the  Reafons  why  thofe  who  are  difla- 
tisfied  with  their  prefcnt Charter  do  not  petition  for  another; 
let  him  conGder  once  more  the  Expence  of  Solicitation,  the 
Labour  of  Attendance,  the  Virulence  ^  Party,  and  theDan- 
ger«of  Dilappointment  ;  and  he  will  not  wonder,  that  the 
Violation  of  Charters  is  fometimes  borne  by  thofe  who  do 
not  approve  it.  Many  Men  who  are  opprefled  want  Spirit, 
and  others  Money  tofet  themfelves  fi*ee  ;  many  are  afraid  of 
interrupting  their  Quiet,  and  many  of  being  branded  for 
Difcontent  and  Litigioufnefs. 

^  It  is  likewife  to  be  remembered,  that  the  Charters,  re- 
prefented  as  very  little  confulted  or  underftood  by  thofe  oa 
-whom  they  are  luppoied  to  confer  Authority,  may  be  no  bet- 
ter known  to  thofe  who  (ubmit  to  the  Authority  conferred  by 
them  ;  and  to  the  noble  Lord's  Plea,  that  Charters  are  vio- 
lated by  Ignorance  more  than  by  Defign,  it  may  be  eafily 
replied,  that  the  Violation  of  Charters  is  likewife  oftener 
borne,  becaufe  they  who  are  opprefled  are  unacquainted  with 
the  Extent  of  their  own  legal  Claims,  than  approved  as  ne- 
cefTary  to  the  general  Advantage  of  the  Community. 

*  Surely  nothing  would   therefore  be  more  unreafonable 
than  to  confirm  the  prefent  Ufages  and  Culloms  of  Corpora- 
tions 


(      302      )  ... 

A**  1 6.  Ceo.  tl.tions  without  Reftriftion^  and  wlthoat  Limits  ;  to  deprive 
J74»«         perhaps  a  great  Part  of  our  Fellow-Subjedls  of  Rights  lo 
Viii  "^"'>«^  which  they  have  not  a  Claim  lefs  juft,  becaufe  they  do  not 
know  them,  or  cannot  at  prefcnt  conveniently  aflert  them, 
and  to  eftablifh  Oppreflion,  which  is  not  lefs  criminaJ,   be- 
caufe it  is  pra<5lifea,  under  the  Sandlion  of  a  Charter. 

*  If  a  Bill  fliould  be  propofed  to  your  Lordfhins  by  which 
every  Man  fliould  be  confirmed  in  his  prefcnt  Poflellions,  by 
what  Title  fbever  held,  or  by  what  Means  foever  obtained  ; 
if  it  was  propofcd  to  you  to  ena<fl,  that  flolen  Goods  not  re- 
claimed in  a  certain  Time  fhould  remain  for  ever  the  Pro- 
perty of  the  Thief,  the  Motion  would  be  rejeded  with  Indig- 
nation ;  yet  I  know  not  what  could  beurg'd  agalnfl  it,  that 
is  not  really  of  equal  Force  againil  this  Bill. 

*  That  there  are  forae  Inconveniences  in  the  prelent  Prac- 
tice, cannot  be  denied.  Some  Deviations  from  Charters  are 
perhaps  inevitable,  others  are  rather  Errors  than  Crimes, 
»nd  yet  all  of  them  fubjeft  Corporations  and  MSigiftrates  to 
vexations  Profecutions,  and  expenfi<re  (^ontefts  ;  all  of  them 
may  fometimes  furniHi  Opportunities  to  the  Agents  of  Fac- 
tion or  Ambition,  to  call  in  Law  to  the  Affiftance  of  Party, 
and  under  the  Pretence  of  publick  Juftice  to  advance  the  par- 
ticular Interefts  of  wicked  Men.  Thefe,  my  Lords,  are 
real  Evils,  and  for  thefe,  he  that  can  provide  an  adequate 
Remedy  will  defcrve  to  be  remembered  with  the  higheft  Ho- 
nour by  all  future  Ages.  But  furely,  my  Lords,  to  prevent 
thefe  Profecutions  by  legitimating  the  Practice,  however 
criminal,  that  may  give  Occafion  to  them,  is  not  more  ra- 
tional or  jnft,  than  to  decree,  that  no  Crime  (hall  be  hence- 
forward punifhed,  be(:au(e  fome  PuniHiments  have  been  un- 
iufUy  innided  ;  diat  no  Thief  fhall  be  hereafter  profecuted, 
Decaufe  fbme  Prolecutors  have  Hiewn  that  they  aded  rather 
from  Malice  than  from  Juftice. 

^  For  my  Part,  my  Lords,  I  am  afraid  that  diis  Evil 
tnuft  remain  among  the  irremediable  Inconveniences  of  Go* 
vernmcnt,  among  the  unavoidable  Confequences  of  the 
Wickednefs  of  Mankind,  and  that  as  no  Bill  can  provide  for 
all  the  particular  Interefts  that  can  be  computed,  nor  the 
contrary  PraAices  of  different  Places  that  are  to  be  adjuHed, 
fo  no  general  Law  can  be  made,  which  will  not  rather  fup- 
port  Guilt  than  fecure  Innocence.' 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows  ; 
My  Lords, 
t^rd  H^riwick,       *  As  no  human  Inflitutton  can  be  fo  abfblutely  pcffed  as 
to  be  free  from  all  iMconvenienccSn  it  requires  great  Judg- 

neni 
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aient  and  Porefig^t  to  chnfe  that  which  will  be  expoled  to  ad.'  16.  Ceo.n. 
the  feweft;  or  the  leaft  dangerous  Confequences.  Thisisthe  174a. 
mofk  that  can  be  done  by  hnman  Wifdom,  and  to  do  this 
requires  the  ftri^^eft  Scrutiny  ^  the  moft  mature  Deliberation. 
The  Scope  and  Intent  of  thii  Bill  I  approve"  of,  and  I  fhall 
grant,  that  the  Bill  is  fundamentally  right;  but  lam  afraid, 
Siat  in  the  Shape  it  now  appears  in,  it  will  produce  morea^id 
greater  Evils  than  thofe  it  is  intended  to  cure.  To  remdn 
always  liable  to  Prolecutions,  Penalties  and  Forfeitures^  is  a 
moft  unfortunate  Situation  for  a  private  Man,  and  it  is  e- 
qually  (b  for  a  pubtick  Society  or  Corporation.  Such  a  Cor- 
poration, I  fhall  allow,  muft  al\Yavs  be  very  much  under  the 
Influence  of  Minifters,  who  muft  neceflarily  have  the  Di- 
redlion  of  thofe  Profecutions,  and  the  Power  of  exacting 
thofe  Penalties  and  Forfeitures.  For  preventing  this,  I  wifh 
a  Law  could  be  contrived,  which  would  not  expofe  us  to 
greater  Evils  ;  but  I  fear  it  is  impofllble;  for  there  are  ma- 
ny Evils  and  many  Inconveniences  which  every  Society  is 
expofcd  to,  that  cannot  be  prevented  by  a  pofitive  and  par- 
ticular Law,  without  opening  a  Door  for  greater ;  fuch  E- 
vils  or  Inconveniences  mufl  therefore  be  left  to  the  Care  of 
the  Civil  Magifbrate,  and  the  Superintendency  of  the  fu- 
preme  and  abibhue  Power  of  the  Society,  By  our  happy 
Conftitution  this  fupreme  and  abfolute  Power  Tslodg'd  in  fuch 
Hands  asmay  fafely  be  trufled:  It  is  lodg'd  in  King,  Lords, 
and  Commons  ;  and  as  they  have  a  Power  to  declare  that  to 
be  a  Crime  which  was  never  declar'd  to  be  fo  by  any  Sta- 
tute; as  they  have  a  Power  to  inflift  an  adequate  Punifh- 
ment,  tho'  no  particular  Punifhmcnt  was  ever  prefcribed  by 
any  pofitive  Law,  we  have  the  lefs  Reafon  to  increafe  the 
Volume  of  our  Statute- Book,  already  too  voluminous,  by 
defcribing  every  Crime  that  can  be  imagined,  or  by  prefcrib- 
ing  Remedies  for  every  Inconvenience,  the  Society  may  be 
fuppos'd  to  be  liable  to. 

*  It  is  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Crown  to  take  Care,  that  every 
Member  of  the  Society  conforms  himfelf  to  thofe  Laws  and 
Kcgulations  which  are  eflablifh'd  for  the  good  Government 
and  Happinefs  thereof ;  it  is  the  Duty  of  the  Crown  to  pro- 
fecute  thofe  that  do  not,  and  to  exa<5t  the  Penalties  and  Fore- 
feitures  Offenders  have  incurred,  when  the  Good  of  the  So- 
ciety requires  Rigour  ;  and  the  Performance  of  this  Duty 
muft  neceflarily  be  lodg'd  in  the  Hands  of  the  Minifters  and 
Servants  of  the  Grown  :  If  they  make  Ufe  of  the  Power  thus 
neceflarily  lodg'd  in  their  Hands,  to  gain  an  illegal  Influence 
over  our  Cities  and  Corporations  with  regard  to  their  Elec- 
"tions^  I  fhall  grant  it  a  real  Evil :  I  fhoU  grant  that  the  pro- 
per 
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Aa.  i$*  Cico«n.  per'Remedy  dught  to  be  applied  as'lbon  tspoffiisie;  sod  ciuc 

'74*;  Remedy  our  Conditution  has  already  provided.  An  Im- 
peachment is  the  proper  Remedy  :  That  Remedy  is  to  be 
^plied  by  the  other  Hou(e»  who  are  certainly  the  bed  Jndg- 
esy  becauic  they  will  fird  feel  the  fiffeds  of  the  DiOemper. 

*  For  this  Reafon,  my  Lords,  I  mu(l  fuppofe,  chat  the 
Difteraper  intended  to  be  cared,  or  rather  prevented,  by 
this  Bill,  is  as  yet  imag^ary,  and  con(eqaently  that  the  Bill 
is  at  prefent  unncceilary  ;  Bat  this  is  not  alh  If  this  Bill,  as 
it  now  (lands,  (hould  be  pafs'd  into  a  Law,  I  think  it  would 
be  attended  witli  many  Inconveniences  ;  or  that  otherwife  it 
would  be  without  any  E&€t ;  for  if  you  limit  the  Prelcfipti- 
on  to  a  very  /hort  Time,  it  would  be  of  the  rooft  dangerous 
Confequence ;  and  if  you  fix  it  at  a  very  long  Terra,  the 
Bill  could  have  little  or  no  Effect,  becaufe  the  Power  of  Mi- 
nifters,  with  refpedt  to  the  Profecutions  they  may  carry  on 
again  (I  Corporations,  would  remain  fb  extenfive,  that  an  ill 
Ufe  of  it  might  produce  all  the  bad  EiFefts  it  can  do  at  pre- 
fent^ and  coafequently  could  not  be  refbaincd  by  this  Bill, 
but  by  that  Remedy  which  our  Conftitution  has  already  e- 
ftabli(h'd  -,  I  mean  a  Parliamentary  Inquiry  and  an  Im- 
peachment;  or  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  from  the  other 
Houfe. 

'  Prefcription,  my  Lords,  or  that  Right  which  a  Man 
acquires  by  a  long  uninterrupted  Pofleflion,  has  always  been 
looked  on  with  an  evil  Eye  by  the  Common  Law  of  this 
Kingdom  ;  and  the  Statutes,  by  which  Prefcriptions  or  Li- 
miutions  are  eftablifh'd,  have  been  generally,  and  ought  to  be 
ftriftly  interpreted.  So  cautious  has  our  Law  been  of  adopt- 
ing this  Method  of  acquiring  a  Right  or  an  Immunity,  that 
NuUum  Temptts  occwrtt  Regi  has  been  always  held  as  a 
Msptim  ;  and  even  to  this  Day,  it  is  held  very  difhonour- 
able  for  a  Man  to  plead  any  of  our  Statutes  of  Limitation,  in 
Avoidance  of  what  is  fuppoled  to  be  a  jult  Debt.  Now,  my 
Lords,  an  Office  in  any  City  or  Borough  is  a  Right  which 
ought  to  be  juftly  and  lawfully  acquired,  as  much  as  any 
other;  and  the  juft  and  lawful  Way  of  acquiring  fuch  a 
Right  is  by  a  due  and  regular  Eledlion,  or  Admiffion  of  a 
Perfon  properly  qualified  for  that  Office.  If  the  Pcribn  be 
not  properly  qualified,  or  not  duely  and  regularly  admitted 
or  eleded,  he  has  no  juft  Title  to  that  Office  ;  and  yet  by 
this  Bill  you  are  to  j^ve  him  an  indefeafible  Right,  if  he  can 
but  keep  Poflcffion  for  a  few  Months,  or  for  a  final!  Num- 
ber of  Years  :  I  can  fay,  a  fmall  Number  of  Years,  for  if  you 
make  the  Time  for  quieting  fuch  an  Officer's  or  Magiftrate's 
PofTeffion  pf  any  long  Duration,  the  Bill  will  have  no  £ffi^^ 

and. 
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and  if  yon  eftabiifli  a  very  fhort  Term,  it  will,  in  my  Opi-  An.  i6.  Geo.  a. 
nion,  be  eftabliftung  Injuftice  and  Violence  by  a  Law.  «74»^ 

'  Belides  the  InjalUce,  nry  Lords,  which  this  Bill  may  be  ^  ~ 
taxed  withy  it  may  be  Aid  to  be  a  Sort  of  Encroachment 
upon  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown  ;  for  as  the  King  has 
the  fole  Right  of  eftabliniing  Corporations,  he  likewife  has  a 
Right  to  take  care,  that  the  Corporation,  as  well  as  every 
Officer  and  Magilbate  that  belongs  to  it,  (hall  obferve  the 
Rules  he  has  been  pleafed  to  prefcribe  to  them  in  their  Char- 
ter ;  and  to  limit  his  Power  of  profecuting  for  any  Negle^l 
or  Non-obfervance  to  a  very  fliort  Term,  is  not  only  an  En- 
croachment upon  his  Right,  but  it  may  be  attended  with  ve- 
ry bad  Confeqaences  ;  for  good  Order  and  even  the  publick 
Tranquility  rwjiure,  that  every  fubordinate  Society  (hould  • 
obferve  the  Rules  and  Orders  which  have  been  prefcribed 
for  their  Condudl  by  the  fupreme  Power ;  and  we  cannot 
fuppofe,  that  any  Corporation,  or  an^  Magiftrate  or  Officer 
of^a  Corporation,  will  be  very  exadl  in  their  Obfervance  of 
thofe  Rules  and  Orders,  when  they  know,  that  a  Year  or 
two's  NegleA  of  Profecution,  (a  Negled  which  the  Officers 
of  the  Crown  are  too  often  guilty  ofp  will  (ecnre  tliem  againft 
all  the  Difabilities  they  may  at  firft  have  laboured  under, 
and  againfl  all  the  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  they  may  have 
afterwards  incurred.  What  Confufion  this  may  introduce, 
or  how  it  may  tend  to  diflurb  the  publick  Tranquility,  may 
be  apprehended,  but  cannot  be  eauly  forefeen. 

'  I  mufb  further  obferve,  my  Lords,  that  this  Bill  is  really 
a  Sort  of  Repeal  of  tliofe  Laws,  which  have  always  been 
deemed  the  great  Security  of  our  Church  as  by  Law  efta- 
blifhed.  When  I  fay  this,  every  Lord  may  fuppofe,  I  mean 
the  Corporation  and  Ted  Ads  :  For  if  this  Bill  bepafs'dinto 
a  Law,  the  moft  rigid  Diffenter  might  get  himfelf  chofen  an 
Alderman  of  London,  or  a  Magiftrate  of  fome  other  City  or 
Borougb,(  without  taking  the  Oaths,  or  conforming  to  what 
is  required  by  Law,  for  the  Security  of  our  Church  ;  and  if 
heicfcapes  being  profecuted  during  the  Time  to  be  limited  by 
this  Bill,  he  mignt  continue  in  that  Magiffaacy  during  Life, 
without  ever  conforming  himfelf  to  the  Eftablifli'd  Church  ; 
for  the  A&  does  not  require  his  conforming  after  he  is  ele^ed  ; 
and  after  the  Expiration,  of  that  Time,  his  EleSion  could 
not  be  declared  void  on  account  of  his  not  having  conformed 
within  the  Year  preceding  his  Eleftion  ;  fo  that  if  this  Bill 
was  pafs'd  into  a  Law,  all  thofe  Magidrates  in  our  Cities  or 
Boroughs,  who  are  chofen  for  Life,  might  be  fuch  as  openly 
frequented  Conventicles  ;  for  if  they  did  not  go  there  in 
VouVUL    Parti.  XI  their 
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An.  i6.^Gco.  II.  their  Habits  and  Enfigns  of  Magiftracy,  they  could  ndAc? 
i7*».  be  removed  nor  punilhcd  for  the  Affront  put  upon  the  Efta- 

bUlh'd  Church. 

*  To  this  I  fhall  add,  my  Lords,  that  the  pafliDg  of  this 
Bill  into  a  Law  would  be  very  inconvenient  for  the  Corpo- 
rations themlelves,  and  might  bring  many  of  them  into 
great  Confufion ;  for  their  iViagjllrates  and  Officers  would 
become  negligent,  and  confeqacntly  commit  great  Overfights 
in  the  Execution  of  their  Office,  if  they  knew  that  Uicy 
could  neitJier  be  removed  nor  puniihed  for  fuch  Negligence, 
unlefs  the  Profecution  fhould  be  commenced  widiin  a  (hort 
Time  after  the  Fault  committed,  which  might  very  probab- 
ly be  expired  before  the  ^eglcd  or  Overlight  could  be  dif- 
covered. 

*  If  the  Bill  were  ncccflary,  yet,  I  tliink  the  prcfent  a 
very  improper  Gonjundhire  for  our  .pafling  it.  We  know 
how  jealous  the  People  arc  of  the  Liberties  and  Privileges 
of  our  Cities  and  Corporations  :  Weknow,  that  an  Attempt 
upon,  or  rather  tlie  a(^ual  Invaiion  of  their  Liberties  and 
Privileges,  was  one  of  the  chief  Caufes  of  that  general  Dif- 
contcut  which  brought  about  the  Revolution  ;  and  our  paf- 
flng  fuch  a  Bill  would  make  mofl  People  fufped,  that  fome 
Attempts  of  the  fame  Nature  had  lately  been  nude.  Is 
this  a  proper  Time  to  give  any  Ground  for  fuch  a  dange- 
rous Sulpicion  ?  We  are  already  engaged  in  one  dangerous 
Wur :  We  are,  I  may  fay,  upon  the  Brink  of  being  engag- 
ed in  another.  Is  fuch  a  Conjun^ure  proper  for  railing 
a  Sufpicion,  which  mixli  produce  fuch  a  general  Difcontent, 
as  may  not  only  encourage  our  Enemies  to  invade  us,  but 
crown  their  Invasion  with  Succefs  ?  Whilft  the  Bill  remains 
in  this  Houfc,  it  is  not  much  heard  of  without  Doors  ;  but 
if  it  fhould  be  fent  to  the  other,  let  the  Bill  be  in  itfelf 
never  fo  Improper,  let  the  Objcflions  to  the  Form  of  it  be 
never  fo  (Irong,  I  fhould  be  afraid  of  its  being  rejeAed,^be- 
caufe  the  People  without  Doors,  who  could  not  hear  the 
Reafons  for  rejedting  it,  would,  from  its  being  agreed  to  by 
this  Houfe  fufped,  that  fome  Attempts  had  lately  been 
made  upon  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  of  our  Corporations; 
and  from  its  being  rcje<Sled  by  the  other  Houfe  they  would 
be  convinced,  not  only  that  fuch  Attempts  had  been  made, 
but  thM  they  had  been  made  with  fuch  Succefs  as  to  ret\(ler 
the  Bill  for  preventing  them  unfuccefsful. 

*  Fpr  thefe  Reafons,  my  Lords,  tho'  in  general  I  approve 
of  the  Defign  of  the  Bill,  tlio*  I  think  it  fundamentally 
right  ;  yet  as  I  think  it  unnece'^iy  as  I  cannot  approve  of 
the  iorm  in  which  it  is  at  prefent,  and  as  I  think  it  would 

be 
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be  rxtremely  <langcrons  to  pafs  any  fuch  Bill  at  this  JunAure^  Ah.iS.  Cto.  IL 
I  r.iuft  be  againftils  being  committed.'  '74*- 

Lord  Raymond  fpoke  next,  to  the  following  Effefl : 
My  Lordly 

*  As  I  pretend  to  no  great  Knowledge  of  the  Law,  Ifhall  Lord  Raymond/ 
not  den?rmine  how  far  this  Bill  may  tend  to  obftruft  the  Law 
Proceedings  again  ft  thofe  Corporations  that  have  not  only 

forfeited,  but  deferved  to  be  ftript  of  their  Charter ;  for' 
that  a  Corporation  may  dcferve  to  be  disfranchifed,  I  believe, 
none  of  your  Lord  (hips  will  deny  ;  and  when  we  conlider, 
that  Mobs,  Riots,  and  Infurrcftions,  generally  begin  in  Ci- 
ties and  Corporate  Towns,  I  believe,  it  will  be  granted  by 
all  thofe  who  dcfire  to  have  the  publick  tranquility  prc: 
fervcd,  that  our  Cities  and  Corporate  Towns  cannot  be  kept 
too  much  under  the  Eye  of  the  fupreme  Magiltrate.  if  this 
Bill  fhould  be  found  to  be  fuch  art  Obftrudtion  to  our  Law 
Proceedings,  that  no  Corporation,  however  guilty,  could  be 
prolccuted  within  the  Time  limited,  which  may  be  the  Cafe  '- 

if  you  make  that  Limitatjon  too  fhort,  it  muft  be 'granted  ^ 
that  the  Bill  would  be  attended  with  very  dangerous  Con' 
ieqnenccs.  But  upon  this  Occafion,  a  Doftrine  has  been 
advanced,  with  Regard  to  Prerogative,  which  I  think  fome- 
thtng  new.  It  has  been  faid,  my  Lords,  that  Prerogative 
is  defigncd  folely  for  the  Good  of  the  Society  ;  and  that 
therefore  when  any  Prerogative  is  fo  far  extended,  or  exer- 
cifed  in  fiich  a  Manner,  as  to  be  hurtful  to  the  Society,  it 
ceales  to  be  a  Prerogative,  and  comes  to  be  nothing  but  an 
illegal  Power. 

*  I  fhall  grant,  that  all  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown 
are  defigned  for  the  Good  of  Society,  fo  is  every  Power 
with  which  any  Magiftrate  whatever  is  invefted.  There  15 
no  Difference  in  this  Refpeft  between  the  Powers  with  which 
the  Crown  is  by  our  Confiitntion  inverted,  and  that  of  infe- 
rior Magiftrates,  except  only  the  Name,  thofe  Po\vers  that 
are  lodg*d  in  the  Crown  being  calPd  by  a  peculiar  Name, 
Prerogatives ;  and  thefe  as  well  as  the  Powers  any  inferior 
Magiftrate  is  inverted  with,  may  be  made  a  bad  Ufc  of,  but 
are  not  for  that  (ingle  Reafbn  to  be  abrogated  or  reftrained ; 
for  every  Reftraint  is,  in  fo  far  as  it  goes,  an  adbial  Abro-* 
gation  or  Annihilation  of  the  Power.  If  an  inferior  Magi- 
ftrate makes  a  bad  U{c  of  his  Power,  he  may  be  pnnifhed, 
he  ought  to  be  punifhed  ;  and  as. the  Prerogatives  of  the 
Crown  are,  or  by  our  Conrtitution  are  fuppofed  to  be  exer- 
cifed,  or  advifed  by  the  Minifters,  if  they  make  a  bad  Uf^ 
of  them,  they  ought  to  be  puni(hcd ;  but  as  tlie  Wlfdom  of 
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iU.  t6.  <ko.  If*  our  AneefforSy  and  long  Experience  have  found  it  necd&ry 
y4**     ^  for  the  Good  of  the  Society,  and  for  giving  our  Ga^tm" 
ment  a  proper  A€tivityy  to  lodge  fadi  Powers  in  the  Hands 
of  die  Crown,  a  Prerogative  is  not  to  be  limited  or  reftrain- 
ed  becaulc  a  Minifter  has  made  a  bad  Ufe  of  it. 

'  For  this  Rcafon,  my  Lords,  whenever  a  Queftion  conies 
before  us  about  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  we  are  to 
eonfider  only,  whether  that  Prerogative  be  neceflary  for  the 
Exercife  of  Government. 

*  Our  Corporations,  my  Lords,  arc,  I  may  fay,  the  Crea- 
tures of  the  Crown.  By  our  Conftitution  it  has  sdways  been 
thought  fit  to  leave  the  creating  of  them  in  the  Power  of 
the  Crown,  and  at  the  Time  o?  their  Creation  the  King 
may  prefcribe  to  them  whatever  Form  and  Rules  of  Govern. 
ment  he  thinks  fit.  This  Form  they  afe  obliged  to  adhere 
to,  thefe  Rules  they  are  obliged  to  obiferve  :  If  they  do  not* 
they  forfeit  their  Charter  ;  and  the  King  may,  or  may  not, 
take  Advantage  of  that  Forfeiture,  as  he  pleafcs.  This  Ptow- 
cr  has  for  Time  immemorial  been  lodged  in  the  Crown  with- 
out Limitation,  and  has  always  been  thought  neceilary  for 
prcferving  the  Order  and  good  Government  of  our  Oties 
and  Corporations.  But  nothing  that  has  been  approved  of 
and  eftabli/hed  by  our  Anceftors,  can,  it  feems,  give  Satif- 
6^on  to  the  Reformers  of  the  prefent  Age  ;  and  therefore 
this  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  is,  I  find,  to  be  curtailed^ 
and  fetded  according  to  a  new  Model,  by  which  thefe  Re- 
formers pretend  our  Liberties  will  be  more  fecure. 

*  Liberty,  my  Lords,  is  a  fiivourite  Word,  and  lias  al- 
ways been  "fo  in  every  free  Country  ;  but  it  is  too  oRen  a 
Maik  for  Ambition  and  Luft  of  Power :  Jfuliuf  C^fhr  made 
hiinfelf  Mailer  of  Rome^  in  order  to  preferve  the  liberties 
of  Rome  ;  and  the  Contenders  for  Liberty  in  Charles  Ifi's 
Reign,  brought  their  Country  under  the  abfolute  Power  of 
Oliver  CrpmwelL  I  wifti  we  may  not  be  now  drawiog  to- 
wards fome  fuch  fatal  Cataftrophe ;  for  the  Liberties  of  a 
free  Country  are  always  moft  in  Danger,  when  the  People 
are  moft  clamorous  for  Liberty,  We  have  for  many  Ages 
prefcrved  our  Liberties  under  our  prcfent  Form  of  Govern- 
ment :  But  no  one  can  tell  what  may  be  the  Conleqnence 
of  any  Innovation.  I  hope,  the  People  of  this  Country  will 
never  nguln  give  Occafion  to  (ay  of  them,  as  was  {aid  of  die 
Plebeians,  or  Commons  of  Rcme^  under  their  Decemwrs  : 
Avide  ruendo  ad  Libertatem  in  Servituiem  elapft. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  makes  me  afraid  of  every  Innovation. 
If  any  Attempts  have  lately  been  made  upon  our  Liberties, 
let  us  puniih  the  Aggreflbrs  \  but  do  not  let  os  alter  diat 
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Confiitntion   onder  which  we  have  fb  long  prefirved  ourAii.i6.GaKH' 
l^iberties.     What  is  now  propofed  will,   I  think,  make  a         i74»« 
very  great  Alteration  in  our  Conftitution,  by  taking  almoft  V^'  ■^^'** '  i^ 
entirely  away  from  the  Crown,  that  Power  over  Cities  and 
Corporatidns,  which  I  think  abfolately  neccfTary  for  prcferv- 
ing  in  them  a  due  Subordination  to  the  Government  of  their 
Country  ;  and  eonfe^uently  I  mud  be  againfi  the  commit- 
ting of  this  Bill.' 

The  £arl  of  Sandv>ich  ftood  up  next,  and  (poke  in  Sob* 
(lance  thus  : 

My  Lords  f 

*  I  ihallvery  readily  join  with  the  noble  Lord  who  fpokeEirl  <f  toJwkh< 
iaft,  in  one  Thing  he  was  pleafed  to  fay.  His  Lordfhip  was 
pleaied  to  obferve,  '  That  the  Liberties  of  a  free  Country 
^  are  never  more  in  Danger,  than  when  the  People  are  cla* 
*  morous  for  Liberty.'  In  this  I  agree  with  him  ;  for  the 
People  will  never  be  clamorous  for  Liberty,  but  when  they 
feel  themielves  opprefled.  And  then,  I  hope,  they  will  always 
meet  with  fome  amongft  us  who  will  have  CompalEon 
enough  to  give  Ear  to  their  Cries,  and  Courage  enough  to 
endeavour  to  relieve  them  from  their  OpprefGons.  In  fuch 
Cafet,  'tin  true,  the  People  have  ofren,  efpecially  in  this 
Country,  been  deceived  by  Leaders,  who,  as  has  afterwards 
appeared,  fet  themfelves  up  as  Patrons  of  Liberty,  with  no 
other  View  but  to  get  into'  Power.  But  is  this  a  Reafon 
for  the  People's  being  quiet  under  Oppreffion  ?  No,  my 
Lords,  it  never  can  be  thought  fo  :  In  this  Country,  I  hope, 
it  never  will  appear  to  be  lo.  A  brave  and  virtuous  Peo* 
pie  never  will  tamdy  fubmit  to  Slavery  or  OpprelTion  :  If 
they  ire  deierted  or  betrayed  by  one  Set  of  Men  they  will  « 
chme  another ;  and  very  probably  make  an  Example  of 
tbofe  that  had  betrayed  them,  as  they  did  in  the  Reign  of 
Charles  die  Id. 

'  It  is  a  Mifbike,  my  Lords,  which  moft  Men  run  Into^ 
to  think  tliat  Julius  Qafar  fubverted  the  Liberties  oi  Rome. 
They  were  fubverted  long  before  his  Time  by  the  Corrup* 
tion  and  Venality  of  the  Roman  Citizens  ;  and,  indeed,  it 
could  not  well  happen  otherwife  ;  for,  by  their  many  Con* 
quefts,  they  had  nude  the  Top  of  their  Commonwealth  too 
large  for  the  Bottom.  Their  Governors  of  Provinces  re- 
turned with  fuch  immenfe  Riches  to  Rome^  that  they  began 
to  have  it  in  their  Power  to  bribe  the  Roman  Citizens,  in 
whom  the  whole  Power  of  that  great  Republick  was  ulti- 
mately lodged  ;  and  from  the  Time  the  Votes  of  the  Cifi- 
Ll  I  zena 
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An.  i6.  Geo.  U.  zens  began  to  be  venal,  from  that  Time,  T  fay,  they  began 
»74»«  to  be  the  Slaves  of  thofe  that  could  bribe  tliem  If  the 
Rorr.am  had  enlarged  the  Foundation  of  their  Government 
In  Proportion  as  they  encreafcd  their  Conquefts,  they  might 
have  preferved  their  Freedom  much  longer  than  they  did  ; 
but  as  foon  as  a  few  Citizens  became  rich  enough  to  comipt 
the  Fountain  of  their  Government,  the  People  of  courfe  be- 
came Slaves  to  a  few  of  the  Grandees,  and  the  whole  Con- 
tention was,  which  of  thefe  fhould  be  the  chief  Tyrant. 
Thcfe  were  the  Circumibnces  of  Rome^  when  the  Con  tell 
happened  between  Pompey  and  Julius  Cxfar  ;  and  therefore, 
the  Conteft  was  not  then  about  overthrowing  or  cftablifhing 
the  Liberties  of  Rome^  but  whether  Julius  Cj^far  or  Pompty 
fhould  be  Maftcr  of  the  Romans, 

*  This  I  mention,  my  Lords,  to  fhew  how  carefiil  we 
ought  to  be,  to  prevent  its  being  ever  in  the  Power  of  any 
one  Mnn,  or  Set  of  Men,  to  corrupt  the  Fountain  of  oar 
Government,  which  I  take  to  be  the  two  Honfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, Whenever  any  Tiling  like  this  happens,  Opprcilion 
mud  enfue  ;  and  when  the  People  feel  the  OpprefTion,  they 
will  clamour.  What  fignifies  it  to  tell  us,  that  our  ConfB- 
tution  and  Liberties  were  overturned  by  Olhtrr  Cromv^ll  .^ 
Will  any  Lord  fay,  that  the  People  ought  to  have  fubmitted 
quietly  to  the  Tyranny  and  Oppreflion  of  King  Charles  the 
Yh'iVs  Minillcrs  ?  I  fay  Ms  Minifters,  my  Lords,  for  I  am 
very  far  from  thinking  that  he  himfclf  was,  in  his  Nature, 
either  opprcfTive  or  tyrannical;  but  it  is  as  plain  as  Hiftory 
and  Records  can  make  it,  that "  his  whole  Reign,  from  the 
Bc»pinnino  to  the  Year  1640,  was  a  continued  Courfe  of 
Ohltinacy  and  Oppreflion  upon  the  Side  of  the  Court,  and 
Patience  nnd  Suffering  upon  the  Side  of  the  I'eople.  The 
Friends  of  their  Country  forefaw,  that  fatal  Confequences 
might  happen  from  a  Civil  War  :  They  dreaded,  I  do  not 
qne.Uon,  all  that  did  really  happen,  and  tliat  made  them 
10  loth  to  engage  ;  but  at  lad:  tliey  faw  that  certain  Slavery 
would  be  the  Confcquence  of  fubmitting  tamely  any  longer, 
whereas,  !w  bravely  oppofing,  they  had  a  Chance  for  the 
Ke-c'hibliihment  of  Liberty. 

'  What  happened,  therefore,  by  the  Art  and  Manage- 
ment ofO/::'er  Croniveliy  can  be  no  Argument  for  the  Peo- 
ple to  allow  themfelvcs  to  be  made  Slaves  by  the  Mlnifters 
of  any  King  ;  bccaufe  If  the  IDifnnte  Hiould  unfortunately, 
as,  1  hope,  it  never  will,  prcJucc  a  Civil  War,  and  the 
}.\.nr]o  fhou!d  cct  the  bcuer,  it  is  hardly  pcfEble  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  focccisful  General  would  be  able  to  do  as  Olher 
i^.romv(;li  did  ;    for  he  was  not  only  in  himfclf  a  Prodfgv 
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of  Art  and  Diffitnulation^  but  he  had  under  his  Command  .\n.  i<?.  ^^.ii, 

an  Army  of  Enihufiaih,  who,  of  all  Sorts  of  Men,  are  the         1741. 

moil  liable  to  be  deceived  by  one  who  knows  how  to  touch   *«*^  ^  --^ 

the  proper  String  of  their  Madnei's.     But  on  tlie  other  hand^ 

what  happened  under  King  Charles  the  Firlt,  ou^hi  to  be  a 

"Warning  to  all  future  Kings  and  Minilters,  £0  lilkn  to  ti.e 

Cries  of  the  People,  and  not  refufe  obllinately  what  the 

Majority  of  the  Nation  think  abfolutcly  neceflary  for  fecur- 

ing  their  Liberties  againft  fuppofed    Dangers.     Let  thofe 

Dangers  be  ever  lb  imaginary,  if  tlie  People  cannot  be  per- 

iuaded  that  they  are  fo,  fomething  ought  to  be  done,  fomc 

Conccflions  ought  to  be  made  by  ti.e  Court,  in  order  to  give 

the  People  Satisfaction  ;    and  our  Hillories  may  (hew  us, 

that  the  People  of  this  Country  are  but  too  eafily  fatisfied  ; 

which  is  the  chief  Reaion  of  ourConllitntion's  being  fo  often 

in  Want  of  Amendment. 

*  It  is  really  pleaHmt  to  hearfome  Lords  talk  of  Innova- 
tions in  our  ConUitutlon.  1-or  God's  fake,  my  Lords,  \.hat 
are  tlie  Laws  we  pafs  yearly  ?  Is  not  every  publick  Law  an 
Innovation  in  our  ConftitiiLion  ?  Do  not  we  thereby  add  to, 
alter,  or  abridge,  fome  of  ilie  Powers  or  Prerogatives  of  the 
Crown  ?  If  we  had  not  made  many  Laws  for  t'.is  Purpofe, 
can  it  be  faid,  we  (hould  now  have  had  any  Literty  left  ? 
Criminals  arctvery  Day  inventing  new  Crimes,  or  new  Me- 
thods for  evading  the  Laws  that  have  been  made  for  puiiifti- 
ing  or  preventing  them,  which  obliges  us  almoft  every  Year 
to  pafs  new  Laws  againft  them  :  By  tliefe  the  Power  of  the 
Crown  is  generally  enlarged.  Miniftcrs  again  are  almoft 
always  contriving  new  Methods  for  extending  the  Preroga- 
tives of  the  Grown  to  the  OpprefTion  of  the  People,  which 
obliges  us  to  be  often  contriving  new  Laws  for  retraining 
them  :  By  thefe  the  Power  of  the  Crown,  I  (hail  grant,  is 
leflened.  What  then  ?  Is  not  our  Government  a  limited 
Monarchy  ?  Is  not  the  Power  of  the  Crown  limited  by  our 
Conftitution  and  Laws  ?  If  by  Experience  it  be  found,  that 
the  Power  of  the  Crown  is  not  in  forae  Cafes  fulficiently  li- 
mited by  the  Laws  in  being,  muft  not  we,  ought  we  not  to 
contrive  new  Laws  for  that  Purpofe  ?  Some  Lords  may,  if 
they  pleafe,  call  this  an  Encroachment  upon  the  Prerogatives 
of  the  Crown :  I  fhall  not  fall  out  with  them  about  the  Term, 
becauft  I  think  the  Prerogative  may,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
ftralned,  as  often  as  Experience  convinces  us  that  it  is  turn- 
ed to  a  wrong  VCc. 

*  This,  my  Lot'Is,  is  the  very<-afe  now  before  us  :  Very 
late  P!xpcrience  has  convinced  us,  that  with  regard   to  the 
Power  the  Crown  has  of  profecuting  Corporations  or  Offi- 
cers . 


(  3"  ) 
Ad.  i6.,Geo.  II.  ^^^  ^^  Corponti^s,  upon  any  Departure  from,  or  Mifdiee 
174a/  of  their  Charter,  this  Power,  or  Prerogative  if  you  ^«p, 
is  too  extenlive.  A  new  minifleriol  Trick  for  extendiiifi 
this  Prerogative  to  the  OppreiTion  of  the  People,  was  Sut  lau 
Sedlon  dilcover'd ;  and  now  it  is  difcover*d,  fliali  not  we 
contrive  fbmeiiew  Law  for  preventing  this  dangerous  Prac- 
tice ?  A  Prafticc,  my  Lords,  by  which  our  Conftitotion  moft 
very  foon,  if  not  prevented,  be  fundamentally  overtumed- 
To  talk  of  Prerogative  upon  fuch  an  Occafion,  and  to  boggle 
at  making  any  Encroachment  upon  it,  feems  to  mc  to  be 
Shewing  a  much  greater  Concern  for  the  Prerogatives  of  the 
Crown  than  for  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  which  I  am  (are 
none  of  your  Lordfhips  would  be  guilty  of;  and  I  think  yon 
fhould  avoid  even  the  Appearance  of  it,  and  if  io,  youmnfl 
agree  to  the  committing  of  this  Bill. 

'  1  am  furprifed,  my  Lords,  to  hear  this  Bill  repreiented 
as  fuch  an  outragious  Incroachment  upon  the  Prerogatives 
of  the  Crown,  or  as  if  the  Crown  wrre  thereby  to  be  depriv- 
ed of  tlie  Power  to  keep  any  Corporation  to  the  ftrift  Ob- 
fervance  of  theirCharter.  There  is  no  fuch  Thin^  defign'd 
by  the  Bill :  The  Power  of  the  Crown  is  not  in  this  Reaped 
to  be  in  the  lead  diminiibed.  The  Minifiers  of  the  Crown 
only  are  to  be  obliged  to  be  a  little  watchfiil,  and  to  pn^cute 
within  a  certain  Time,  if  thought  at  all  necellary,  after  the 
Mifufage,  or  the  Forfeiture  incurred  ;  and  furely  if  the  MX" 
ufage  be  fuch  a  one  as  de(erves  PunKhment,  or  Inch  a  one  as 
necedarily  requires  to  be  re<ftify*d,  the  fooner  it  is  done  it 
will  be  the  better  for  the  Publick,  and  confequently  £m:  the 
Crown.  If  Minifters  fliould  be  fo  negligent  as  to  let  die 
Time  to  be  limited  elapfe  without  Prolecution,  the  Crown 
will  always  have  a  Power  to  punifh  them  (liiHciently  £>r 
their  Negligence,  by  removing  them  from  their  Employ- 
ments ;  and  therefore  we  can  never  fuppofc,  they  will  oc  (b 
negligent,  where  the  Honour  or  Intereft  of  the  Crown  is 
really  concerned. 

*  But  this  is  feldom  or  never  the  Cafe:  Thefc  Mifnag^s 
or  Ncgleds  are  generally  with  regard  to  fome  little  Informa- 
lities or  irregular  Proceedings,  of  no  Confequcncc  either  to 
the  Crown  or  the  Corporation,  and  would  never  be  profe- 
cuted  by  Miniftcrs,  if  they  had  nothing  elfein  View  befide 
the  Intered  of  the  Crown  ;  but  when  they  are  profecuted, 
they  f.Mjc.^t  tlie  Corporation  to  the  Forfeiture  of  their  Char- 
ter, which  puts  them  to  the  Expence  of  obtaining  a  new 
one  ;  or  they  fubjrdt  the  Officer  to  a  Forfeiture  ot  his  Of- 
fice, anJ  perhaps  a  Penalty,  or  at  lealb  Cofts  of  Suit,  if 
Judgment  goes   againil  hl^i :  This  Danger^  which  almofl 

all 
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all  Corporations^  and  Oficers  of  Corporations^  are,  nioreAa.  i6.Gco.lI* 
or  Icfs,  ezpoied  lo,  and  which  may  now  be  kept  hanging         '74*« 
over  the  Head  of  an  Officer  daring  ms  whole  Life,  if  he  con* 
tinues  (o  long  in  his  Office^  oar  Minifters  have  lately  begun 
to  make  a  Handle  of,  for  influencing  Corporations  in  the 
Eledion  of  their  Representatives  in  Parliament  ;  and  as  this 
is  of  the  mod  dangerous  Confeauence  to  our  Conftitiitlony 
it  is  incumbent  upon  your  Lordfliips  to  contrive  and  pa(s 
fome  new  Law  for  preventing  it.     Whether  this  Bill,  as  it 
now  ftands,  mil  be  effedhtal  for  the  Purpofe,  I  ihall  not  de- 
termine ;  but  if  it  is  not,  it  can  be  no  Argument  againft 
committing  it,  becauie  in  the  Committee  it  may  be  render'd 
effedual. 

'  The  threatening  of  Corporations  with  Quo  Warranto* s^ 
in  order  to  influence  their  EleSions,  isaPradice,  my  Lords, 
that  has  been  fet  on  Foot  by  wicked  Minifters  long  before 
thisTimcL;  and  a  Cafe  that  was  before  ns  this  very  Seilioft 
may  (hew,  how  difficult  it  is  for  a  Corporation  to  guard  a- 
gainft  a  Forfeiture  of  its  Charter.  The  Report  of  the  Se- 
cret Committee  will  ihew  us,  how  a  Quo  Warranto  came 
to  be  Ipirited  up  againft  that  Corporation  ;  and  your  Lord- 
ihips  judgment,  as  well  as  the  Opinion  dP  the  Judges,  will 
flicrar,  that  a  Corporation  may  lofe  its  Charter,  not  only  hy 
a  Miiiifer,  but  by  a  Mllinterpretation  of  the  Words  of  their 
Charter.  A  Miunterpretation  I  mufi  now  call  it,  fince  your 
Lordfliips  have  decr^  it  to  be  fo  ;  but  I  muft  flill  think, 
that  your  Lordfliips  in  that  Cafe  fliewM  a  little  too  much 
Deference  to  the  Opinion  of  the  Judges.  For  my  own 
Part,  when  I  recoiled  the  Behaviour  of  our  Judges,  and 
the  Opinions  they  gave,  in  Richard  the  lid's  Time,  In 
CbarUs  the  Ift's  Tune,  and  in  James  the  lid's  Time,  I 
fliall  never  think  their  Opinion  of  any  great  Weight,  when 
it  happens  to  be  in  favour  of  the  Crown,  or  of  thofe  that 
recommend  them  to  their  Seats  upon  the  Bench.  The 
Meaning  put  by  that  Corporation  upon  the  Words  of  their 
Charter,  was  firft  put  by  thofe  that  were  concerned  in  ob- 
taining the  Charter,  who  were  certainly  the  beft  Judges  of 
what  was  intended  to  be  meant  by  the  Words  of  it ;  for  it 
is  very  certain  that  the  Buflnefs  of  drawing  up  a  Charter  is 
always  committed  chiefly  to  thofe  that  aprpTy  for  it  :  They, 
with  the  Afliifamce  of  their  own  Conncu,  are  always  the 
firft  Draughts-Men,  and  the  King's  Connol  only  perufe  it, 
to  fee  that  there  is  nothing  in  it  that  may  be  prejudicial  to 
the  Crown  ;  from  whence  it  muft  be  prefumed,  that  they 
were  the  beft  Judges  of  what  was  intended  to  be  meant  by 
the  Words  they  had  inferted  ;    and  the  Meaning  they  put 

upon 
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.  An.  i6.  Geo.  11.  Upon  them  xCras,  in  my  Opinion,  agreeable  to  common  Seofe 
i74»*  and  common  Reafon.  That  Meaning  was  held  to  be  right 
i^i  iwy-i  J  Iqj.  j^^^j.  j^^  Years  ;  but  at  laft  was  contefled  by  thofe  who 
were  refoly'd  at  any  rate  to  overturn  that  Corporation's 
Charter,  bccaufe  at  the  laft  Eleiflion  th^y  refofed  to  betray 
the  Liberties  of  their  Country,  by  chuflng  fuch  Reprefenta- 
tives  as  were  recommended  to  them  by  the  Court ;  and  now, 
by  the  Opinion  of  the  Judges,  confirmed  by  your  Lordihips, 
that  Meaning  has  been  declared  to  be  Vrong,  and  a  Mean- 
ing put  upon  tliofe  Words,  which  by  Accident  may  make 
near  as  many  Aldermen  as  there  are  Burgefles  in  that  Bo- 
rough. I  fhall  always  be  ready,  my  Lords,  to  fubmit  to 
the  Authority  of  this  auguft  Allcmbly  ;  but  even  your  Lord- 
(hips  Authority  cannot  moke  me  think  that  to  be  wrong, 
which  in  common  Senfe  and  common  Reafon,  I  am  perfuad- 
ed  to  be  right. 

*  I  hope  your  Lordfliips  will  pardon  my  enlarging  upon 
this  famous  Cafe  fo  lately  decided  ;  for  I  could  not  omit 
raeniioning  it,  becaufe  upon  the  Suppofition  that  your  Lord- 
fliips  were  right  in  the  Judgment  you  gave,  which  I  muft 
now  fuppofe,  it  is  a  manifcil  Proof,  that  Corporations  may 
be  innocently  led  into  a  Forfeiture  of  their  Charter  ;  and 
therefore  it  is  neither  juft  nor  fafe  to  leave  them  always  ex- 
pofed  to  the  Profecutions  of  Minifters  upon  any  fiicn  Ac- 
count. If  the  Bill  is  not  properly  calculated  for  obviating 
all  the  Diificulties  and  Dangers  that  may  be  apprehended,  I 
hope,  we  (hall,  in  the  Committee,  have  the  AlTiltance  of  the 
learned  Lord  upon  the  Wool-fack,  towards  making  it  a  com- 
pleat  and  ufeful  Bill  :  I  hope  we  fhall  have  the  Allifhince  of 
fbme  other  Lords,  who,  by  their  former  Condudl,  have  (hewn 
themfelves  no  Enemies  to  Reftraints  upon  the  Prerogatives 
of  the  Crown,  when  Experience  makes  them  appear  to  be 
necelFary  ;  and  have  even  feemed  to  think,  that  fome  Re- 
ftraint  were  become  necefTary  in,  the  Cafe  now  under  our 
Conlideration,  By  this  Affiftance,  I  hope,  we  fhall  be  able 
to  perfect  the  Bill  m  the  Committee,  and  therefore  I  fhal! 
be  for  agreeing  to  the  Motion.' 

Then  the  Earl  of  Bath  {poke  to  the  following  Purport : 
AJy  Lords, 
Earl  of  Bath*  *  I  had  at  firft  no  Thoughts  of  giving  your  Lordfhips  any 
Trouble  in  this  Debate,  becaufe  the  Bill  is  fo  very  imperfcft, 
that  I  did  not  think  the  (^nellion  would  ftand  a  Debate  ; 
but  as  I  nov/  find  myfcif  called  on,  I  hope  your  Lordfhips 
will  excLife  my  taking  up  a  little  of  your  Time,  in  order  io 
(hew,  that  this  Bill  is  quite  different  from  any  Thing  I  ever 

tliought 
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thought  of  or  propofed  upon  this  Head,  and  that  it  will  no  An.  16.  Geo.  n. 
Way  anfwer  the  End  for  which  it  is  faid  to  be  intended,  I  17431.  * 
never  thought,  my  Lords,  that  the  Power  the  Crown  has  of 
profecuting  Corporations,  when  they  are  guihy  of  ^reat  and 
notorious  Ufurpations,  or  Milufers  of  their  Charter,  (hould 
cither  be  taken  away  or  limited  to  any  Time;  for  if  the 
Power  of  Profecution  were  taken  away  from  the  Crown, 
tliofe  who  have  j^ncc  got  the  Magiftracy  or  Power  of  a  Cor- 
poration into  their  Hands,  might  be  guilty  of  very  great 
Oppreflions,  and  if  the  Power  of  profecuting  were  to  be 
limited  to  any  Time,  many  Ufurpations  might  thereby  be 
cllablifhed,  which  would  in  the  End  become  very  oppref- 
fvic,  Ufurpations,  my  Lords,  are  often  made  and  conti- 
nued for  a  long  Time,  before  any  qf  the  King's  Officers  can 
hear  of  them  :  When  thefe  Ufurpations  are  firft  made,  and 
gen<;rally  for  fome  Years  afterwards,  Care  is  taken  to  make 
a  very  gentle  U(e  of  them,  which  prevents  any  Complaint  ; 
and  till  tlie  People  of  the  Corporation  begin  to  complain, 
none  of  the  King's  Officers  or  Servants  can  ever  hear  of  the 
Ufurpation  ;  (b  that  if  the  Time  for  profecuting  were  limit- 
ed, the  mod  dangerous  Ufurpation,  by  a  little  Care  and 
gentle  Ufage  at  the  Beginning,  might  be  never  heard  of  till 
the  Time  were  expired  for  profecuting,  and  then  I  do  not 
fee  how  it  could  be  removed.  This  might  occafion  the 
Ruin  of  manv  of  our  Cities  and  Corporations,  for  it  is  not 
to  be  fuppofed,  that  a  Corporation  can  thrive  where  the 
Magiflrates  are  invefted  with  great  and  oppreffive  Pow- 
ers, becaufe  one  or  other  of  them  will  every  now  and 
then  be  making  Ufe  of  the  Power  he  has  got  into  his 
Hands,  to  the  Oppreffion,  perhaps  Ruin,  of  fome  of  the 
Members. 

'  As  I  always  forefaw,  my  Lords,  that  this  would  be  the 
Confequence  of  taking  from  the  Crown,  or  limiting  to  any 
Time,  its  Power  of  profecuting  Corporations,  or  the  Offi- 
cers of  Corporations,  for  great  or  dangerous  Ufurpations  or 
Mifufers,  1  could  never  think  of,  much  lefs  propofe  a  Bill 
for  fuch  a  Purpofe.  What  I  thought  of  was  a  Bill  for  pre- 
venting torporations  fuffering  by  mere  Overfights,  or  a  Neg- 
led  of  fome  little  Formalities  required  by  Charter  or  Cuf- 
tom,  which  are  in  themfclves  of  no  Confequence.  Such, 
many  of  our  Corporations  are  fubjeded  to,  and  may  fuffer 
by  a  Non-obfervance  of.  Nay,  miny  of  our  Manors  or 
Land  EUates,  are  fubjefted  by  their  Tenure  to  Ceremonies 
in  themfelves  ridiculous.  I  myfelf  knew  a  Gentleman  that 
holds  his  Eftate  by  this  Tenure  :  As  our  Kings  of  old  had 
often  uftd  to  make  a  Progrcfs  thro'  fevcral  Parts  of  the 
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Aa.  16.  Geo.  II.  Kin^om,  this  Gentleman  is  by  bis  Tenure  oUiged  to  le 
'74*'     ^  at  fiKh  a  Corner  of  his  Eftate  every  Time  the  King  pafles 
~        by,  and  to  have  under  each  Arm  a  white  Capon.     This  of 
itfelf  is  a  little  ridiculous  ;  but  there  is  foniething  (Hll  more 
€0  I  What  is  he  to  do  with  thofe  Capons  ?  He  is  not  to  pre- 
ient  them  to  his  Majelty  :  There  would  be  (bme  Senle  in 
thisy  becaufe  in  anttent  Times  the  King  might,  perhaps, 
have  wanted  a  Dinner  ;  but  after  be  has  mewn  his  Capons, 
he  is  to  carry  them  bade  again,  and  difpoie  of  them  at  his 
own  Plcafure. 

*  There  are  many  of  our  Corporations,  I  believe,  which 
are  fubjeft  to,  and  may  fufFer  by  the  Negle£b  of  Formali- 
ties equally  ridiculous  with  this,  or  at  leS,  fuch  as  are  in 
themlelves  of  no  Conftquencc  whether  they  be  obferved  or 
no  ;  and  againd  this  I  ihould  be  glad  to  fee  our  Cities  and 
Boroughs  guarded  by  a  proper  Law,  but  furrly  it  will  not 
be  faid,  that  the  Bill  now  before  us  is  proper  for  this  Pnr- 
pofc.  My  Lords,  it  is  for  from  being  proper  even  for  the 
Purpofe  for  which  it  is  faid  to  be  intended,  which  is^  to  pat 
it  out  of  the  Power  of  MiniAers  to  keep  a  Profecntion  hang- 
ing over  a  Corporation,  or  over  the  Head  of  any  Officer  of 
a  Coloration,  in  order  to  influence  the  Eledion  of  their 
Reprelentatives  in  Parliament.  Will  the  Bill  be  efiednai 
for  this  Purpofe  ?  Not  at  all,  my  Lords.  As  to  the  Corpo- 
ration itielt,  there  is  no  Time  propofed  to  be  limited  for 
bringing  a  Profecution  againfl  it  on  Account  of  any  Forfei- 
ture incurred  ;  fo  that  a  Minider  might  (Hll,  notwithdandisg 
this  Bill's  being  pafs*d  into  a  Law,  keep  a  Profecution  hang- 
ma  over  a  Corporation,  and-  conlequently  over  the  Head 
ofevery  Magiiirate  and  Officer  belonging  to  it,  as  long  as  he 
pleafed  ;  and  if  the  Corporation  itfelf  fhould,  by  the  Judg- 
ment of  a  Court,  be  difTolved,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  faid^ 
that  any  Magiflrateor  Officer  belonging  to  it,  could  be  con- 
tinued in  the  Exercife  of  his  Office.  Then  as  to  the  Ma- 
gifh'ates  and  Officers  themfelves,  if  this  Bill  were  pafled  into 
a  Law,  they  could  not,  indeed,  be  profecuted  or  removed, 
uniefs  profecuted  within  the  Time  limited  ;  and  as  to  thofe 
Magiftrates  and  Officers  that  are  in  for  Life,  this  might 
have  fome  Effeft :  But  let  us  confider,  my  Lords,  riiat  moil 
of  the  Magi n rates  and  Officers  of  Corporations  are  chofen 
annually,  and  confequently  a  Minifler  might  allow  an  ir- 
rcgulir  Flexion  to  go  on  for  a  great  Is' umber  of  Years, 
and  yet  bring  a  Profecution  upon  that  very  Account  againft 
the  firft  Officer  or  Magiflrate  that  fhould  prove  refrafiory 
to  his  Commands  at  an  Eledlioh.  In  like  manner,  a  Mi- 
nifter  might  allow  an  Officer  to  be  annually  cliofcn,  n  otwith- 
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ftatufing  foineDifiiEkifityor  Wantof  QoaBficAtion  in  ibatAa.i6.Gco.IL 
Officer  J  and  yet,  whenever  he  pleafed^  he  might  bring  a  .    i-!^',,  i 
Proiecution  agaii^  him  ;    becanle  fuch  Profecotioii  mi^t        ~^ 
always  be  brought  within  the  Time  limited  after  his  u& 
Election* 

'  Theie  few  Remarks,  my  Lords,  will  (hew,  that  the 
Bill,  in  its  prefent  Form,  wiU  be  very  br  from  being  e£%c- 
tual,  even  tor  the  End  it  is  faid  to  be  intended  for  ;  and 
tiiey  will  likewife^  I  think,  (hew,  that  it  will  be  very  dU"- 
ficolt  to  draw  up  a  Bill  fufficient  for  patting  it  out  of  the  • 

Power  of  a  Minifter  to  gain  an  Inflaence  over  the  Ele^ons  "* 
of  our  Cities  and  Boroughs,  by  threatning  them  with  Proie- 
cntions,  without  taking  away  from  the  Crown  the  Power  of 
proiecuting  a  Corporation,  or  Officer  of  a  Corporation,  for 
any  Miii^,  Negle^,  Difability,  orUfarpatiQn  whatfoever ; 
and  this  I  am  perfuaded  your  Lordfiiips  do  notiatend  ;  for 
it  would  be  fetting  m>  Indium  in  Imperhj  which  would  cer« 
tainly  breed  Confiifon.  Thus  your  Lordfhips  muft  fee, 
that  this  Bill  is  very  diffisrent  from  any  Bill  I  ever  thought 
of,  and  that  the  contriving  and  right  modelling  a  Bill  fuffi- 
cient for  obviating  the  EvU  complained  of,  witmmtexpofing 
die  Nation  to  a  new  and  more  dangerous  Evil,  is  a  Task 
too  difficult  for  us  to  think  of  accQi^ifliing  it  in  a  Com* 
mittee  upon  this  Bill.  Such  a  Bill  muft  be  drawn  up  at 
great  Leafure,  and  with  the  moft  mature  Deliberation ;  and 
even  after  that,  I  ffiould  be  for  having  it  printed  and  dif- 
perfed,  that  People  without  Doors  might  have  an  Opportu- 
nity to  coniider  it  before  your  Lordfhips  gave  yourfelves  iha 
Trouble  of  going  into  a  Committee  upon  it. 

'  And  now,  my  Lords,  I  (hall  conclude  with  declaring^ 
that  I  (hall  never  be  afiiamed,  but  on  the  contrary  always 
ready,  to  alter  my  Opinion,  when  I  find  good  Reafbns  for 
doing  fo.  Humatium  eft  errare  ;  and  it  is  &e  Part  of  a  can- 
did and  honeft  Man  to  acknowledge  it,  when  he  funds  he  has 
been  in  an  Error :  Nothing  but  Pride  can  prevent  his  ac* 
knowledg^ng  it  ;  and  a  Man  muft  have  a  very  bod  Heart>  if 
he  continues  to  ad  upon  an  erroneous  Principle,  after  he 
is  convinced  of  its  being  fo.  But,  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  from 
what  I  have  faid,  I  hope  it  will  appear,  that  without  being 
fnfpeded  of  having  alter'd  my  Opinion,  or  of  acting  contra- 
ry to  my  Opinion,  I  may  freely  give  m^  Negative  to  the 
committing  of  this  Bill/ 

Then  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield fpoke  as  follows :  ^ 

My  Lordsj 
*  As  I  am  fenfible  of  the  Danger  to  wMch  our  Conflitu-  Carl  of  CHefter* 

tioa        fie]4. 
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An.  16.  Geo.  tl.  tion  lies  fepofed,  by  the  Influence  which  Minifters  may  ac- 
1742.  quire  over  oar  Cities  and  Boroughs,  I  thought  that  (bme  fucfa 

^  Bill  as  this  was  abfolutely  ncceirary  for  fecuring  our  Con- 
ilitution  againft  that  Dangei' ;  and^  I  am  fure,  nothing  I 
have  heard  in  this  Debate  can  give  me  the  leaft  Caufe  to  al- 
ter my  Opinion  -;  for  moft  of  the  Arguments  made  nfc  of 
even  by  forae  Lords  who  feem  to  be  againfl;  the  Queftiony  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  (bong  Arguments  for  referring  the  Bill  to  a 
Committee.  The  Neccfllty  of  fome  fnch  Bill  as  this,  has 
been  acknowledged  by  every  Lord  who  has  fpc^e  in  the  De- 
bate: The  Bill  has  been  acknowledged  to  be  fundamentally 
right.  Are  not  thefe,  my  Lords,  as  Ih-ong  Arguments  as 
can  be  made  ufe  of  for  our  going  into  a  Committee  iipon  it  ? 
In  that  Committee  you  may  alter  every  Claufe  of  it.  And 
all  this  yon  may  do  with  the  more  Freedom,  becao&  the  Bill 
takes  its  Rife  in  this  Houfe,  and  after  it  has  palled  here, 
mult  go  through  all  the  Forms  of  the  other  Hou(e,  where  it 
will  probably  meet  with  fome  Aifiendraents,  and  will  conle- 
qwenily  come  again  under  your  Lordfhips  Confideration, 
before  it  can  5e  pafled  into  a  Law. 

*  I  fhall  not  (ay,  my  Lords,  that  we  h^c  now  any  Mini- 
ftcr  who  is  refblvcd  fo  fix  the  Chains  of  Slavery  upon  1ms 
Country.  I  (hall  not  fay,  that  any  of  your  Lordfhips  have 
fuch  a  De(ign>  or  that  any  of  you  would  be  fnbfervient  to 
a  Minifter  in  the  Profecution  of  fuch  a  one.  But,  fuppofe  I 
were  a  Minifter,  and  Was  refolved  to  overturn  the  Liberties 
of  my  Country,  by  getting  into  my  Hands  the  abfblute  Di- 
redion  of  our  Cities  and  Boroughs,  with  regard  to  their 
Etoions,  would  not  loppofe  fuch  a  Bill  as  this  ?  I  certainly 
Vould  ;  but  bad  Politician  as  I  am,  I  would  not  be  fo  very 
weak  as  to  oppofe  it  direftly.  No,  I  would  ingenuoufly 
acknowledge  the  Danger  :  I  would  acknowledge  the  Necefli- 
ty  of  doing  fbmcthing  to  prevent  it :  I  would  mourn  over 
the  dangerous  State  of  publick  Liberty  ;  but  then  I  would 
take  great  Care  to  raife  as  many  Objections  as  I  could  to  e- 
Very  Regulation  propofed  for  its  Defence :  I  would  exagge- 
rate every  Difficulty  and  Inconvenience  we  might  be  expofed 
to  by  fuch  a  Regulation  ;  and  if  no  real  Dangers  of  this  Kind 
could  be  fuggefted,  imaginary  ones  would  fupply  their  Place. 
This;  my  Lords,  has  always  l>een,  and  will  always  be  the 
Method  taken  by  thofe  who  have  Defigns  againd  our  Liber- 
ties, in  order  to  obftruCt  fuch  Regulations  as  might  defeat 
their  Defigns  ;  and  tho'  none  of  your  Lordfhips  have,  I 
hope,  any  fuch  Defigns,  yet,  from  the  Conduft  of  fome 
Lords  upon  this  Occafion,   I  am  afraid,    left  die  Public 

fhodld 
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flioold  begin  to'  entertun  fome  unjufl:  Sdfptdons  againfi  hts  An.  i6.  Geo.  IL 
Majeily's  Governnieat.  ly^^ 

*"  It  has  been  fuggefted^  my  Lords^  a&  the  chief  Objection  ^ 
to  this  Bill,  that  if  we  make  the  Term  for  the  Limitation  of 
ProfecutioQs  too  long,  tJic  Bill  will  be  of  no  Ufe,  and  if  we 
make  it  too  fhort»  it  may  be  attended  with  very  dangerous 
Confequences  ;  but  why  too  long  or  too  fhort  ?  Is  there  no 
Medium  ?  Surely  there  is  ;  and  that  Medium,  I  hope,  may 
be  hit  on  in  the  Committee,  where  alone  it  can  come  ubder 
our  Conlideration. 

*  The  Ufurpations  with  which  the  noble  Lord  who  (poke 
lall  endeavoured  to  frighten  us,  can  never  be  eftablifhed  by 
this  Bill,  or  by  any  Confequence  that  can  arifefrom  it.  An 
unqualified  Magiftrate  may  be  chofen,  or  a  Magiftrate  may 
be  irregularly  chofen,  and  by  the  Lapfe  of  the  Term  to  be 
prescribed  by  this  Bill,  may  be  confirmed  and  eftablifhed  in 
his  Magiftiacy  ;  but  this  does. not  confirm  or  eftablifh  him 
in  any  opprcffive.  Power  he  inay.  ufurp.  If  in  the  Exercifc 
of  fuch  a  Power  he  (hould  ©ppreis,  we  may  depend  on  it,  that 
a  Profecution  would  be  very  foon  brought  againil  him  by 
thofe  that  found  themfelves  oppreiled :  But  fuppofe  it  (hould 
not,  this  Bill  does  not  {ay,  that  an  unlawful  or  opprefUve 
Adt  of  a  Magiftrete  or  Oincer  (hall  not  be  queftioned  ch*  a- 
voided  ;  it  only  fays,  that  the  Adts  of  an  Officer  hrregularly 
chofen  or  admitted,  fliail  not  be  queftioned  or  avoided,  un- 
Jefs  proiecuted  within  fuch  a  Time ;  fo  that  no  Ufiirpation, 
nor  anv  A£t  done  in  confequence  of  an  ufurped  Power  (I 
mean  inch  a  Power  as  would  not  have  belonged  to  him, 
fuppofing  he  had  been  regularly  choftHi)  can  by  this  Bill  be 
eilablifhed,  nor  is  the  Time  for  proiecuting  fuch  A&s  of 
Opprefljon  to  be  limited. 

*  If  the  noble  Lord  will  confider  this  Bill  with  a  little 
more  Attention,  he  will  find  it  to  be  juft  fuch  a  Bill  as 
he  wiihes  for,  according  to  his  own  Delcription.  It  is  cal- 
culated merely  for  preventing  Corporations  from  fufFering 
by  the  Neglect  or  Non-obfervancc  of  infignificant  Formali- 
ties, and  not  for  preventing,  or  limiting  the  Time  for  their 
being  proieeuted  for  great  Crimes  or  dangerous  Mifufers 
of  their  Charter  ;  becanfe  for  fuch  Tranfgredions  a  Profe- 
cution may,  notwithftanding  any  Thing  contained  in  this 
Bill,  be  ftill  brought  at  any  Time  againft  the  Corporation  it- 
felf,  and  a  Forfeiture  of  their  Charter  may,  perhaps,  be  the 
Confequence. 

'  The  Profecution s  that  are  to  be  limited  by  this  Bill,  are 
thofe  in  which  a  Forfeiture  of  the  Charter  is  no  Part,  but  a 
Confequence  of  the  Judgment.     When  a  Magiftrate  or  Offi- 
cer 
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Aa  i5  Geo  n  ^^  has  been  irregularly  cfaofen  or  admitttd  :  "When  fimir 
i74». '  *  infignificant  Formality  prefcribed  by  tbe  Charter  has  not 
been  dulv  obferved^  or  when  the  Worda^of  the  Charter  have 
been  miuaken,  tho'  that  Miftake  may  have  been  continued 
and  repeated  for  many  Years  ;  yet,  as  the  Law  now  fiandsy 
a  Mtniller  may,  whenever  be  wul,  cauie  a  Qwo  Warrmtto,  or 
an  Information  in  the  Nature  of  a  Q^  Warranto,  to  be 
brought  aeainft  that  Ma^^ftrate,  or  thoie  MagiOraces,  and 
by  the  Ju^ment  of  the  Conn,  after  their  having  been  put 
to  a  great  Trouble  and  Expence,  they  may  probably  be  not 
only  oufted  from  their  Office,  but  fubjeded  to  a  Fine  or  Pe- 
nalty. The  Forfeiture  of  the  Corporation's  Charter  is  no 
Part  of  the  Judgment,  but  it  is  a  Conieouence ;  for  die  Cor- 
poration Qannot  then  proceed  to  a  new  Eledion  of  Magtfirates 
in  tlie  Terms,  or  upon  the  Authority  of  their  old  Charier^ 
and  mud  therefore  have  a  new  one,  which  the  Crown  nur^^ 
if  it  pleafes,  refoie  to  grant.  Snch  Profecutions  as  tfaefe, 
the  Magiftrates  and  Officers  of  our  Corporations  olten  be- 
come liable  to,  and  it  is  with  refoed  to  theie  only  chat 
fome  Sort  of  Provifion  is  to  be  made  by  ^is  Bill,  u  foch 
profecutions  as  thefe  had  been  entirely  abolifhed,  I  do  not 
think  It  could  have  been  attended  with  any  bad  Conieqnen- 
ces  to  thePubiick ;  but  I  now  ice  it  would  have  been  m» 
lentiy  oppofed.  This  the  noble  Lord  who  brought  in  the 
Bill  forcMw,  and  therefore  he  drew  it  up  in  fnch  modeft 
Terms,  that  I  am  furpriied  to  fee  it  meet  with  Oppo£tion, 
efpecially  from  tho(e  Lords  who,  at  the  fame  Time,  declare 
their  being  for  guarding  our  Cities  and  Boroughs  againft  the 
Danger  of  fufering  by  the  Negled  of  infignificant  For- 
malities. 

'  As  to  the  DifiTerence  obferved  by  the  noble  Lord  n^o 
fpoke  lad,  between  Magifbates  or  Officers  for  Life,  and 
tix>(e  that  are  chofen  annually,  I  (hall  grant,  that  it  ought  to 
be  attended,  to,  and  provided  for,  by  iome  different  Regula- 
tion  in  the  Bill,  as  to  the  Time  in  which  the  Prolecution  is 
to  be  brought ;  but  nothing  is  more  eafy  than  to  do  this  in 
the  Committee ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  there  only  we  can  proper- 
ly take  this  Difference  into  Confideration.  For  this  Reafon 
I  (hall  not  now  propofe  any  Time  for  profecuting  cither 
the  one  or  the  other  ;  but  different  Times  ought  certainly 
to  be  limited  :  "U  e  may  admit  of  a  pretty  long  Time  for 
profecuting  thoie  Officers  that  are  cholen  or  admitted  for 
Life,  whereas  the  Time  for  profecuting  Magiflrates  or  Offi- 
cers chofen  annually,  ought,  in  my  Opinion,  to  be  confined 
to  a  very  few  Weeks  after  their  Ele^^ion ;  and  when  we 
come  into  the  Conmiittee,  we  may,  I  think,  very  eafSy 

con- 
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contrive  and  add  aClaufe  for  preventing  the  Corporation'*  An.  16.  Geo.ir. 
beingy  by  the  Judgment^  brought  under  the  Necefllty  of        174a. 
having  a  new   Charter,  or  any   new  Authority  from  the 
Crown,  for  fupplying  the  Place  of  the  Magi  (irate  fo  ouftcd 
from  his  Office ;  and  we  may  add  a  few  Words  for  prevent- 
ing fuch  a  Magillrate's  being  made  liable  to  any  Fine,  when 
the  Irregularity  appears  to  proceed  from  a  mere  Ncgleft  or 
Miftake  in  the  Manner  of  his  Eledion  or  Admiflion. 

*  This,  ray  Lords,  would  prevent  any  Corporation,  or 
Officer  of  a  Corporation's  being  expos'd  to  fufFer  greatly  by  a 
NcgldiS,.  orNon-obfervance  of  forae  of  the  Formalities  pre- 
fcribed  by  its  Charter  ;  and  as  very  few  of  our  Corporations 
become  liable  to  Profecutions  upon  any  other  Account,  this 
would  be  fufficient  for  putting  an  End  to  that  miniflcrial  In- 
fluence over  our  Cities  and  Boroughs,  which  we  have  at  pre- 
fent  fo  much  Reafon  to  dread  the  Confequences  of.  It  is 
therefore  evident,  that  in  the  Committee  we  may,  with  great' 
£a(e,  make  this  fuch  a  Bill  as  will  anfwer  the  End  propofed  ; 
and  coniequently,  if  this  Bill  be  rcjedted,  without  fo  much 
as  trying  what  we  can  do  in  a  Committee,  it  will  be  con- 
cluded by  the  People  without  Doors,  that  a  Majority  of  thi» 
Houfe  is  againft  pa/Iing  any  Bill  for  fecurlng  our  Conditution 
againd  that  Danger,  which  a  late  famous  Report  has  made 
manifesto  the  whole  Nation,  and  which  has  been  acknow-. 
ledged  by  every  Lord  that  has  fpoke  in  this  Debate. 

*  A  noble  Lord  was  pleafed  to  call  our  Corporations  th6 
Creatures  of  the  Crown.  Too  many  of  them,  my  Lords, 
are  fb  :  I  am  for  making  them  lefs  fo,  and  am  therefore  for 
having  this  Bill  pafs'd  into  a  Law  ;  for  whatever  bad  Con- 
fequences it  may  be  attended  with,  lam  fure  they  cannot  be 
fo  bad  as  the  Confequences  of  our  ncgledUng  or  delaying  to 
make  any  Regulation  for  guarding  againi},  or  removing  the 
Danger  to  which  we  are  at  prcfent  expofed.  Many  of  our 
Boroughs  are  now  fo  much  the  Creatures  of  the  Crown, 
that  they  are  generally  called  CJourt  Boroughs  ;  and  very 
properly  they  are  called  fo  ;  for  our  Minifters,  for  the  Time 
being,  have  always  the  Nomination  of  their  Reprefentatives, 
and  make  fuch  an  arbitrary  Ufe  of  it,  that  they  often  order 
them  to  chufe Gentlemen  they  never  faw,  nor  heard  of,  per-* 
haps,  till  they  faw  his  Name  on  the  Minifler's  Order  for 
chufing  him  as  their  Reprefentative.  This  Order  they  al- 
ways pun(5tually  obey,  and  would,  I  believe,  obey  it,  were 
the  Perfon  named  in  it  the  Minifler's  Footman,  then  actually 
wearing  his  Livery  ;  for  they  have,  we  know,  chofen  Men 
who  had  but  lately  thrown  the  Livery  off ^tlieir  Backs^  but 
never  could  throw  it  off  of  their  Minds. 

VoL.VIIL  Parti,  Mm  *  H 
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An,  16.  Geo.  11.  '  It  has  been  fiiid,  my  Lords,  that  no  Attempts  have  beta 
1741.  lately  made  upon  the  Freedom  of  our  Corporations  :  *Tis 
Uiii  '^'^»mj  true,  no  (uch  violent  Attempts  have  been  lately  made  as 
were  made  informer  Reigns  ;  but  even  lately,  and  but  very 
lately  too,  the  Freedom  of  our  Corporations  has  been  nibblec! 
at,  and  that  Nibbling  has  been  made  fo  manifeft  by  the  Re- 
port I  have  mentioned,  that  I  am  furprifcd  to  hear  the  con- 
trary afterted  by  any  Lord  in  this  Honfe,  I  muft  fuppofe 
that  fuch  Lords  have  never  read  that:  Report,  and  mi.lt 
therefore  recommend  to  their  ferious  PerufaJ ;  for  they  \\  ill 
there  fee,  not  only  that  Corporations  have  been  profecu ted ;: 
the  Expcnce  of  the  Crown,  for  the  "Negled  or  infignificar'  I 
Formalities,  but  that  the  Caufe  of  the  Profccution's  bcinj 
brought,  was  exprefly  their  refudng  to  chufe  fuch  Reprefcn- 
tatives  as  theMinifter  diredbed. 

'  Was  not  this  an  Attempt  againft  the  Freedom  of  our 
Corporations  ?  My  Lords,  it  was  an  Attempt  not  only  againll 
the  Freedom  of  that  Corporation,  but  againll  the  Freedom 
of  all  our  Corporations  ;  bccaufe  the  Magiilrates  of  every 
.  Corporation  in  the  Kingdom  will,  from  thence,  fee  the 
Confequencc  of  their  being  difobedient  to  the  Commands  01 
a  Minifter ;  and  this  Example  muft  neceflarily  have  a 
moft  fatal  EffeA,  if  we  do  not,  by  (bme  new  Law,  remove 
or  leifen  the  Dread  of  being  expofcd  to  the  fame  Confc- 
quence.  But  fuppole  we  had  no  fuch  manifeft  Proof ;  fup- 
pofe no  (lich  terrifying  Example  bad  lately  been  made,  from 
the  very  Nature  of  the  Thing  wc  muft  be  convinced,  that 
fiich  Attempts  may  be  made.  They  have  been  made  by  all 
Minifters  inTime'paft  ;  they  will  be  made  by  all  Miniilers 
in  Time  to  come.  It  is  natural  for  a  Miniftcr  to  wi(h  to 
have  his  Friend  chofen  to  reprefent  any  City  or  Borough,  ra- 
ther than  one  he  fufpetfls  to  be  his  Enemy  :  It  is  natural  for 
him  to  make  ufe  of  every  Method  he  can  fafely  pra<ftife  in 
favour  of  his  Friend's  Election  :  Whilft  a  Corporation,  or 
the  Magiftrates  of  a  Corporation ,  are  under  Apprehenfions 
of  being  profccuted,  it  is  natural  for  them  to  bcfway'd  by 
thofe  Fears.  There  is  no  Way  of  preventing  this  Prafiice 
but  by  freeing  our  Corporations  from  every  fuch  Apprehen- 
fion  ;  and  as  this  will,  in  a  great  Meafure,  be  llie  Effe&  of 
the  Bill  now  before  us,  after  it  has  been  properly  amended 
in  the  Committee,  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  agree  to  the 
Qiieftion. 

The  Eirl  of  IJJay  then  flood  up,  andfpoke  as  follows : 
lari  of  Iflay,  Aiy  Lords , 

^  Whether  or  no  the  Bill  now  before  us  be  fundamentally 

right. 
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rights  (eems  to  me  to  be  a  Qucftion  of  very  little  Importance  An.  16.  Geo.  M, 
in  the  prefent  Debate.  The  Hill  may  be  fundamentally  right,  i74«« 

and  yet  the  Superlirud^ure  may  be  ftich  a  one  as  ought  not  '  ^  ^^ 
to  be  fupported,  and  fuch  a  one  as  cannot  be  amended.  Af- 
ter a  Bill  is  read  the  fecond  Time  in  this  Houfe,  we  are 
•  then  to  confider  whether  it  be  fuch  a  Bill  as,  with  the  A- 
mendments  ufually  made  in  a  Committee,  may  be  proper  to 
be  pafs'd  into  a  Law  :  If  it  appears  to  be  fnch  a  Bill  as  can* 
not  be  fully  amended  in  the  Committee,  without  altering  its 
Nature,  and  making  it  in  a  great  Meafurc  a  new  Bill,  we 
ought  not  to  fend  it  to  a  Committee,  becaufe  every  Bill,  by 
our  Forms  of  Proceeding,  ought  to  be  twice  read  and  confi- 
der'd  in  the  Houfc  before  its  being  committed  ;  which,  lam 
fure,  can  never  be  faid  of  a  Bill  fo  moulded  in  the  Commit- 
tee as  to  make  it  quite  a  new  one.  If  what  has  been  faid  by 
the  noble  Lord  who  (poke  lail  fhould  be  admitted,  no  Bill 
could  ever  be  thrown  out  upon  ih?  fecond  Reading  ;  for  if 
we  were  to  allow  ourfelves  tlie  Liberty  of  altering,  amend- 
ing, and  adding  whatever  we  pleas'din  theCommittec,  what 
Pretence  could  we  have  for  throwing  out  any  Bill  upon  the 
iccond  Reading?  We  could  then  have  no  Reafon  for  throw- 
ing it  out,  but  that  which  ought  to  have  made  us  throw  it 
out  upon  the  firfl ;  I  mean,  that  of  its  being  unworthy  of 
the  leaft  Countenance  from  this  Houfe. 

^  For  this  Reafon,  my  Lords,  if  I  underftand  any  thing 
of  the  Forms  of  this  Houfe,  it  has  always  been  a  Rule  not 
to  commit  any  Bill,  if  upon  the  fecond  Reading  it  appears, 
that  'fuch  Alterations  and  Additions  mud  be  made  as  will 
entirely  alter  the  Nature  of  the  Bill  ;  and  our  ftrift  Obferv-  • 
anceof  tbisRule^  is,  in  my  Opinion,  abfolutely  neceflary, 
not  only  to  prevent  our  being  ourfelves  furprifed  into  any 
dangerous  or  hurtful  Regulation,  but  al(b  to  prevent  anySur- 
prife  upon  People  without  Doors.  When  a  Bill  is  regularly 
brought  into  this  Houfe,  and  read  a  firfl  Time,  the  People 
without  Doors  hear  of  it,  and  if  any  one  thinks  himlelf 
concerned  he  gets  a  Copy  of  it.  Upon  Perufal,  if  he  thinks 
he  may  be  injur'd  by  any  Claufe  in  the  Bill,  he  petitions  to  be 
heard  againll  it,  and  your  Lordftiips  generally  order  the  Peti- 
tioners to  be  heard  upon  the  fecond  Reading  ;  but  if  new 
Claofes  fhould  be  added  in  the  Committee,  and  fnch  as  have 
little  or  no  Relation  to  the  Bill,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know 
how  any  Perfon  without  Doors  could  have  an  Opportunity 
of  petitioning,  or  of  fhewing  that  fuch  Claufcs  would  be  ve- 
ry injurious  to  him,  without  being  any  way  beneficial  to 
the  Publick.  Nay,  many  of  your  Lordfhips  might  be  fur- 
prifed,  and  might  fee  Claufes  pafs'd  into  aLaw^  which  you 
1742  Mm2  had 
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4n.  16.  Geo.  II.  ^^^  never  heard  of  till  they  appeared  in  Print  5  con&quentiy 
1741.        this  Method  of  Prctoeeding  would  be  of  more  dangerous  Coa- 
'  (equencc  to  our  Liberties,  which   have  been   made   fnch  a 
Handle  of  in  this  Debate,  than  any  Thing   that  can  enibe 
from  our  not  paiHng  this  Bill. 

*  The  proper  Queftion  now  before  us,  is  not,  therdR>re, 
whether  any  fuch  Bill  as  this  be  necedary,  or  whether  the 
Bill  now  before  us  be  fundamentally  right,  but  whether  wc 
can  amend  or  alter  it  in  the  Committee,  (b  as  to  make  k  a 
Bill  fit  for  being  pafs'd  into  a  Law,  without  breaking  thro' 
a  Rule  in  our  Method  of  Proceeding,  which  has  been  moft 
conllantly  obferv'd,  and  which,  1  think,  we  ought  never  to 
depart  from,  unlefs  it  be  in  a  Cafe  of  immediate  and  great 
Danger,  which'  is  far  from  being  the  Cafe  with  regard  to 
this  liiJl.  This,  my  Lords,  is  the  proper  QuclHon  now  be- 
fore us,  and  this  muft,  in  my  Opinion,  be  anfwer'd  in  the 
Negative,  even  by  the  noble  Lord  who  (poke  laft ;  for  the 
Claufes  he  has  propofed  to  be  added  in  the  Committee,  and 
which  mud  be  added,  if  it  be  intended  to  make  the  Bill  faf* 
ficient  for  preventing  the  Danger  fuggefted,  are  fuch  as  would 
entirely  alter  the  Nature  of  the  Bill,  and  confequently  Aich 
as  cannot  be  added  in'  the  Committee,  confidently  with  the 
Kule  I  have  mention 'd. 

^  I  hope  your  Lordfliips  will  confider,  that  as  theGentle« 
men  of  the  other  Houfe  are  more  particularly  the  Guardians 
of  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  fo  your  Lordfliips  arc  more 
particularly  the  Guardians  of  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown; 
and  as  this  Bill  is  certainly  an  Abridgment  of  the  Prerogatives 
.  of  the  Crown,  it  would  have  been  more  proper  to  have  had 
it  take  its  Rife  in  the  other  Houfe.  However,  fince  it  has 
been  brought  in  here,  I  hope  you  will  give  the  Crown  all 
the  Indulgence  which  a  private  Man  ought  to  have,  with 
regard  to  any  Bill  he  thinks  may  afFedl  any  Property  or  Pri- 
vilege he  is  poflefs'd  of.  The  Crown  is  not,  I  know,  to  ap-s 
pear  by  Petition  or  Mcfla;^e  againft  any  Bill  depending  m 
this  Houfe,  becaufe  the  King  may  refufe  his  AHent,  and 
tliereby  prevent  the  Bill's  being  pafs*d  into  a  Law  ;  but 
when  thole  who  have  the  Honoui*  to  ferve  the  Crown  find  a 
Bill  brought  into  tliis  Houle,  which,  they  think,  the  King 
ought  not  to  give  bis  AfRnt  to,  it  is  certainly  their  Duty  to 
oppofe  the  Bill  in  its  Progrefs,  and  to  endeavour  to  have  it 
rejedted  by  the  Houle,  in  order  to  prevent  their  Sovereign's 
being  fubje<5led  to  the  invidious  Task  of  refufing  it  the  Royal 
AiTent.  This  is  their  Duty,  and  therefore  in  Juftice  to  the 
Crown,  or  to  thole  who  ferve  the  Crown,  we  ought  to  give 
them  as  much  Time  as  a  private  Man  ought  to  liave,  to 
qpnCder  how  the  Crown  m:^  be  ^ffedled  by  the  Bill. 
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*  Would  this,  my  Lords,  be  the  Cafe,  if  we  were  to  add  An.  i6.G€o.  U. 
fuch  Cianfes  in  the  Committee  as  have  been  hinted  in  this         '^^' 
I>ebate  ?     The  Bill,  even  according  to  its  prefent  Plan,  will  ^ 
very  much  abridge  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown.     That 
Abridgment  the  Crown  may  be  advised  to  confent  to,  for  the 
^ke  of  quieting  thofe  Jealoufies  that  have  been  induftrioully 
raifed  among  the  People ;  but  if  you  are  to  abridge  thoie 
Prerogatives  further,   which   feems  to  be  intended  by  fome 
Lords  who  have  fpoke  in  this  Debate,  it  ought  certamly  to 
be  done  by  a  new  Bill,  that  the  Crown  may  have  at  lead  the 
ufual  Time  to  conGder,  whether  it  be  proper  to  confent  to 
that  further  Abridgment.     Therefore,  if  it  be  neceflary  to 
add  aqy  new  Claufes,  or  to  make  any   Amendments,  by 
which  the  Power  of  the  Crown  is  to  be  further  limited  thaa 
was  at  iirit  propofed,you  cannot  in  JuQlce  do  it  in  the  Com* 
mittee  :  The  only  proper  Method  you  can  take,  is  to  drop   , 
this  Bill,  in  order  that  a  new  Bill  may  be  drawn  up,  and 
brought  in,  either  this  SefGon  or  the  Beginning  of  the  next  ; 
and  when  I  fee  fuch  a  Bill,  I  (hall  then  confider,  wbetlier  I 
ought  to  agree  to  it  or  not. 

*  Bqt,  my  Lords,  as  the  Neceflity  of  our  having  fome  fuch 
Bill  palled  into  a  Law,  has  been  very  much  urg'd  in   this 
Debate  ;  as  this  Neceflity  has  been  faid  to  have  beenacknow* 
ledg'd  by  every  Lord  who  has  fpoke  in  the  Debate,  I  muft 
take  this  Opportunity  to  declare,  that  I  am  very  far  from 
being  convinced  of  our  being  under  any  fuch  Neceflity.     I 
do  not  think,  the  Crown   has  as  yet  fuch  an  Influence  over 
our  Cities  and  Boroughs  as  can  be  of  any  dangerous  Con(e« 
qnence  to  our  Conflitution ;  nor  do  I  think  that  a  Minifter 
can  with  any  Safety  endeavour  to  acquire  fuch  an  Influence. 
A  Minifter  may  have  a  perfbnal  or  a  Family  Intereft  in  two 
or  three  Boroughs  :  He  cannot  by  himfeu  alone  reprefent 
them  all  ;  andto  the  Borough  where  he  does  not  (land  him« 
felf,  it  is  very  natural  for  him  to  recommend  a  Friend. 
That  Friend  may,  perhaps  be  a   Gentleman  never  before 
known  in  the  Borough  s  But  this  is  not  peculiar  to  Miniflers, 
for  we  often  find  fuch  Gentlemen  chofen  by  Boroughs  npon 
the  Recommendation  of  thofe  who  are  known  to  be  violent 
Enemies  to  the  Minifler.     I  therefore  do  not  well  know 
what  is  meapt  by  Court" Boroughs.     All  Boroughs  are  fo,  I 
believe,  and  all   Cities  and  Counties  as   well  as  Boroughs: 
The  only  DiiTerence  is,    that  fome    Boroughs  have  their 
{■'riends  in  Court,  and  others  want  to  have  their  Friends  in 
Court.     This,    my   Lords,    has  always    been    the    chief 
Ground  of  the  Difpute  ;  and  mod  People  are  apt  to  think, 
9r  at  lead;  the/  pretend  to  fay,  the  Country  is  in  Danger, 
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An.  i6*  Geo.  II.  when  their  Friends  happen  to  be  out  of  Court.     The  Cn  of 
'74^:         the  Church  being  in  Danger  was   fomierly  made  the  {arae 

^  Vfc  of ;  and  when  I  was  young  and  attended  this  Hon(e  be- 
hind the  Throne,  I  remember  to  ha\e  heard  it  obfcrv'd,  as 
I  thought  very  juftly,  by  the  Anceftorof  a  noble  Lord  I 
have  in  my  Eye,  that  the  only  Reafon  he  conld  think  of  for 
faying  that  the  Church  was  in  Danger,  wasbccaufe  the  Earl 
tiRccl}tJler  was  out  of  Court. 

*  If  a  Borough,  therefore,  chufes  a  Courtier,  it  is  not 
becanic  it  is  more  a  Court-Borough  than  any  other  Borough, 
but  bccaufe  its  Fr.iends  happen  at  that  Time  to  be  in  Court  ; 
in  like  Manner,  when  a  Borough  chufes  fuch  as  are  againft 
the  Court,  it  is  not  becaufe  it  is  more  a  Country-Borough 
than  any  other,  but  bccanfc  its  Friends  happen  then  to  be 
out  of  Court ;  and  the  Choice  made  by  tlie  former  may  as 
little  proceed  from  any  undue  Influence  as  the  Choice  made 

.  by  the  latter.  But  every  Borough  that  chufes  a  Courtier  or 
a  tVicnd  to  the  Minifter,  mufl,  it  feems  be  a  Creature  of 
the  Crown,  in  the  Scnfe  put  upon  the  Words  by  the  noble 
Lord  who  fpokc  la(^,  in  which  I  muft  fay,  he  made  a  very 
bad  Ufc  to  call  it  by  no  worle  a  Name,  of  an  Exprcffion 
that  had  dropt  from  a  noble  Lord  in  this  Debate.  The  no- 
ble Loi'd  happen*d  to  fay,  that  all  Corporations  were  the 
Creatures  of  the  Crown,  and  when  he  made  Ufeof  the  Ex- 
prcfilon,  I  believe  every  one  of  your  Lordfliips  underftood 
what  he  meant:  He  certainly  meant  no  more  than  that  all 
Corporations  were  created  by  the  Crown,  which  is  true;  but 
the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  gave  it  a  Turn,  as  if  he  had 
meant,  that  all  Corporations  are  the  Slaves  of  the  Crown, 
and  ready  to  receive  Dh-ec^tions  from  the  3Iiniltcrs  of  the 
Crown,  which  isas  far  from  being  true  as  it  is  far  from  being 
what  he  meant;  for,  with  regard  to  the  Eledion  of  their 
Rcprefentatives,  I  know  of  no  Way  by  which  a  Minifter  can 
coinpel  any  one  of  them  to  chufc  the  Candidates  he  recom- 
mends :  I  am  fure,  that  of  threatning  a  Borough  with  a  Qno 
IVurra^to  v/ould  be  very  far  from  being  efFeftual,  and  it 
would  be  very  dangerous  for  any  Minifter  to  make  Ufe  of 
fuch  a  Method  ;  confcquently  I  cannot  as  yet  fee  the  Necef- 
fity  of  our  pafFnig  any  fucli  Hill  as  the  prefent,  and  if  he  did, 
I  fhould  be  for  dropping  this  Kill,  which,  I  think,  cannot 
be  fo  amended  as  to  be  of  any  Ufe,  in  order  to  have  a  Bill 
brought  in  that  might  be  of  fome  Service. 

*  But  whatever  fome  noble  Lords  may  fay  about  pro- 

,  viding  for  the  Security  of  our  Conftitution  againft  every  pof- 
fiiile  Danger,  it  has  never  been  the  Cullom  in  this  Country 
to  introduce  new  Regulations,  or   to  make  Alterations  in 

that 
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that  Form  of  Government  under  which  our  Anceftors  Kved  An-  »^»  Geo.  II. 
happily^  and  tranfinitted  their  Liberties  iafe  to  us :  I  fay  it  '74*;  * 
has  never  been  the  Cuftom,  but  when  fomc  Evil  has  been  ^'J^'  -'- 
really  felt,  or  fome  Attack  actually  made ;  and,  I  hppe^  this 
Cuftom  will  be  always  obferved  ;  for  if  we  (hould  reiblve 
to  provide  againft  every  Evil,  we  could  never  be  a  Seilion 
without  making  fome  material  Alteration  in  our  Form  of 
Government.  What  the  noble  Lord  meant  by  nibblihg  at 
the  Freedom  of  our  Corporations,  I  do  not  kjiow  ;  but  it 
does  not  appear  to  me,  that  any  real  Attack  has  been  lately 
made  upon  their  Freedom  by  our  Minifters.  When  the 
Members  of  a  Corporation  fall  out  among  themfelves^  as 
they  often  do'  about  their  Eledions,  the  uniuccefsful  Candi- 
dates will,  very  probably,,  bring  Informations  in  the  Nature 
of  a  Quo  fVarrattto  agamft  the  Magiflrates  chofen,  if  they 
think  there  is  any  Flaw  in  their  Eleftion  or  AdmiiBon  ;  and 
if  thefe  Informers  employ  any  of  the  Crown  Lawyers,  a 
Minifter  cannot  help  it  \  for  he  cannot  prevent  thofe  Law- 
yers undertaking  the  Bufinefs  of  private  Men  in  Cafes  where 
the  Crown  has  no  Concern.  This  cannot  therefore  be  con- 
Itrued  as  an  Attack  upon  the  Freedom  of  our  Corporations, 
and  this  is  all  that  has  been  pretended  to  be  proved  ;  for 
there  is  not  the  lead  Proof,  that  ever  any  Miniilergave  Or- 
ders for  the  Profecution,  or  fupported  it  dther  at  his  own 
or  the  publick  E^^pence,  and  much  lefs  that  he  did  ft),  in 
order  to  punifh  any  Coporation  for  refufing  lo  obey  his 
Orders,  with  regard  to  the  EleAion  of  its  Reprefentatives 
in  Parliament.  I  cannot  therefore  fuppofe,  that  any  Attack 
has  been  lately  made  upon  the  Freedom  of  our  Corpora- 
tions ;  and  if  any  Lord  thinks  there  has,  why*  does  not  he 
move  for  a  Day  to  enquire  into  it,  in  order  to  have  the 
Guilty  punifhed,  which  would  be  as  effe^ual  againft  the 
Pradice  in  Time  to  come  as  any  Law  you  can  make  ? 

Then  the  Qjaeftion  being  put,  that  the  (aid  Bill  be  com-  The  Bill  for  hu 
mitted  \   it  was  reiblved  in  the  Negative.     Contents  24.  ther  qaietiog 
Not  Contents  63.  <3orponitiooi  rs. 

And  it  was  ordered  to  be  reje^ed.  jefted. 

It  was  alfo  ordered.  That  the  Lords  prefent  this  Day  be 
appointed  a  Committee  to  conCder  of  proper  Heads  for  a 
Bill  for  the  further  quieting  and  eftablifhing  Corporations. 

March  14.     T^e  Lords  read  a  third  Time  and  pafs'd  the  Several  bjh^ 
Annuity  and  Lottery  Bill.     Read  a  fecondTime  and  coin-P»6'd« 
mitted  the  Bill  to  impower  JufUces  of  the  Peace  to  adl  in 
certain  Cafes  relating  to  Farilh  Affairs.     Alio  a  Bill  to  reftore 

the 
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An.  16.  Geo.Il.  the  Duke  of  Buceku^h  to  the  Honours  and  Titles  of  £arl  of 
1741.         Doncafter  and  Baron  Scot  oiTindat^   and  ordered  it  to  be  in- 
W    'if"     1^  grofs'd.     Read  a  firft  Time  the  Bill  to  indemnify  Feribns 
who  have  omitted  taking  the  Oaths. 

March  16.  The  Lords  read  a  third  Time,  and  paflcd 
the  Bill  for  reftoring  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh  to  the  Title  of 
Earl  of  Doncaft^f  and  Baron  Scot  of  TlndaL  In  a  Grand 
Committee,  went  thro' the  Bill  forRelief  of  Iniblvent  Debtors, 
with  Amendments.  Read  a  firll  Time  the.  Bill  for  rectifying 
Miflakes  in  the  Names  of  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Land 
Tax,  and  for  adding  other  Names  thereto.  Read  a  fecond 
Time  the  Bill  to  indemnify  Perfbns  who  have  omitted  to  qua- 
lify themfelves. 

March  17.  The  Lords  read  a  third  Time,  and  pafled 
the  Bill  to  impower  JulHces  to  a^  in  certain  Cafes^  relating 
to  ^arifhes  and  Places  to  the  Rates  and  Taxes,  of  which 
they  are  rated  and  chargeable.  Read  a  fecond  Time  the  Bill 
for  re(5tifying  Miflakes  in  the  Land-Tax  A^,  and  committed 
the  fame.  Agreed  to  the  Report  of  the  Iniblvent  Deb- 
tors Bill.  Deferred  going  into  a  Committee  on  the  Bill 
touching  the  Eleftions  of  Knights  of  the  Shire,  to  IVednef* 
day.  Then  Lord  Romney  reported  from  the  Committee 
Heads  of  a  Bill  for  duieting  Corporations,  to  the  following 
EfFea^: 

Hesds  of  a  new  '  That  a  reafonable  Period  of  Time  be  fixed,  after  the 
Bill  for  quieting  '  Expiration  of  which  the  Rights,  Franchifcs  and  Liberties 
Corporations.       <  of  any  City,  Corporation,  Borough  in  Englani  ox  Wales, 

*  or  or  any  >tembers  of  any  fuch  City,  Corporation,  <Src. 
^  or  of  any  Perfon  exercifing  any  fuch  Office  or  Francliife 
'  fhall  not  be  called  in  Quellioii,  by  Informations  in  Nature 

*  of  a  Ouo  IVarrantOy  JVnts   of  mandamus^   or  other  Pro- 

*  ceedlngs,  for  any  Informality,  Irregularity,  or  Defcd  in 
'  the  Nomination,  Eledlion,  Admiflion,  or  Swearing  of  the 

*  Mayor,  Bailiffs,  or  Freemen,   or  of  any  other  Officer  or 

*  Member  (by  what  Name  foever  called)  of  any  fuch  City, 

*  Corporation,  ifc,  who  now  are^   or  at  any  Time  herc- 

*  After,  fhall  be  in  the  adlual  Polleflion  or  Exercife  of  any 

*  fuch  Office  or  Franchife,  nor  of  any  Forfeiture  or  Difabi- 

*  lityarifingfrom  any  fuch  Informality,  Irregularity  or  De- 

*  fed:,  unlefs  fuch  Informality,  Irregularity  or  Delefi^,  or 

*  fuch  Forfeiture,   or  Difability  fhall  be  taken  Advantage 

*  of  by  forae  Profecution  commenced  for  that  Purpofc  with- 

*  in  a  certain  Time  after  the  Commencement  of  the  Bill. 
'  and  as  to  any  fuch  Officer  or  Member  as  hereafter  fhall 

*  be  within  a  certain  Number  of  Years  to  be  limited  in  the 
^  Bill,  fhall  have  been  admitted  into,  or  fhall  have  been  in 

*  the 
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'  the  atoal  Pofleilion  or  Exercife  of  any  fijch  0£Sce  or  An,  16.  Geo.  n.* 

*  Franchife  as  aforefaid ;  every  fuch  Profecution  to  be  car-         174X. 
'  tied  on  with  Effc6ty  and  due  Diligence,  and  in  Cafe  of  ^ 
'  afFeded  or  unncceffary  Delay  on  the  Part  of  the  Profecu- 

*  tor  to  be  difmilFed  with  full  Cofls. 
'  Such  Bill  to  contain  proper  Provifb's  to  prevent  its  in- 

^  validating  any  Judgment  already  given,  or  any  Charter 

*  al read V  granted  and  accepted,  or  any  Suit  already  inftitut- 
'  ed  and  ffill  depending.' 


This  Report  being  read  by  the  Clerk,  it  was  movM,  That  Debate  00  tl 

the  Judges  be  dircded  to  prepare,  and  bring  in  a  Bill  ac-  V**"  ^**  "■  ^" 

coringRr.  ^  a«rtoth.j,ag« 

* -^  tobnoginanew 

BiU  thoeupoiu 
Hereupon  the  Earl  of  Cbolmondtley  flood  up,  and  (poke  in 

Subftance  as  follows : 
My  Lords f 
^  A  Bill  for  the  Purpoles  which  are  now  under  our  Conil-  £,  of  Cholmoa* 
deration,  a  Bill  by  which  all  Corporations  might  be  fet  free         ddy, 
from  the  Influence  of  Terror,  would  be  of  great  Advantage 
to  the  Kingdom  ;  but  it  appears  to  me  from  the  ill  Succefs 
of  this  repeated  Attempt,  that  the  Security  propofed  by  it  is 
aot  to  be  obtained,  but  at  the  Expence  of  greater  Evils,  and 
that  we  mufl  transfer  our  Attention  to  fome  other  Defignt 
which  may  be  pradicable,  though  of  lefs  Importance. 

*  The  Heads  wiiich  are  now  offered  by  the  Committee  as 
the  Foundation  of  a  Bill,  differ,  I  think,  in  nothing,  or  no- 
thing  of  Importance,  from  that  Bill,  which  was  a  few  Days 
ago  rejedled ;  and  therefore  it  will  be,  in  my  Opinion,  of 
no  Ufe  to  form  them  into  another  Bill,  which  as  it  can  differ 
only  in  Words  from  the  former,  muft,  after  it  is  drawn  up, 
be  rejected  in  the  fame  Manner.' 

Then  Lord  Talbot  anfwered,  to  the  following  EfFea : 
My  Lords, 

'  As  the  Ufefulnefs  and  even  the  NecefOty  of  a  Bill,  by  Loi4  Talbot, 
which  the  Confcquences  of  our  late  Determination  may  be 
obviated,  by  whi^h  the  Independence  of  Corporations  may 
be  fecured,  and  the  Peace  of  the  Nation  be  eilablifhed,  haa 
been  univerfaliy  allowed,  I  cannot  think  that  we  fhall  per- 
form our  Duty  to  our  Country,  or  confult  our  own  Honour,  , 
by  fuffering  ourfelves  to  be  fo  fbon  difcouragcd  from  fo  bene- 
ficial a  Defign.. 

*  That  fuch  a  BiU,  as  may  promote  thd&nreat  Ends  with* 
out  equivalent  Difadvantages  is  difficult,  fqjjy  be  admitted  ; 
))ut  it  does  not  yet  appear  diat  it  is  impoffible.    And  no  Ob- 

**^  ftacle^ 
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An.  16,  <^eo.  II.  ^*clcs  that  can  be  furmounted,  ought  to  hinder  us  from  pi 

1743.  *    *  filing  fo  important,  fo  beneficient  a  Purpofe. 
L  ^^'O      *  Had  our  Anceftors,  my  Lords,  been  difcouraged 
Difficulties^    onr  Laws  had  never  been  advanced   to  foch 
V     Degree  of  Excellence,  nor  our  Conflitution  raifed  fi>  near 
Perfedbion. 

*  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofcd,  my  Lords,  that  a  BUI  of  th 
comprehenfive  Kind  can  be  perfeft  in  the  firft  Draught,  1 
that  it  will  not  require  innumerable  Touches,  Amen  dm  en 
and  provifional  Claufcs:  But  though  the  Undertaking 'is  uj 
doubtedly  laborious,  it  is  not  unfurmountable,  and  ther 
fore  the  pablick  Good  ought  to  animate  us  againd  the  F. 
tigue  of  it.  Let  every  Lord  attend  to  the  Affair  with  Dil! 
gence  and  Sincerity,  and  offer  what  (hail  occqr  to  him^  an 
the  Bill  will  in  Time  be  completed. 

*  Even  the  Heads  now  before  us  afford^  in  my  Opinion 
Materials  for  a  Bill,  which,  though  not  perfcd,  may  yet  b 
beneficial.  For  fiirely  any  Thing  is  rather  to  be  chofen  thai 
Servitude  and  Dependence  ;  and  what  can  be  cxpefted  fror 
the  Corporations  of  this  Kingdom,  but  a  blind  Submiflion  u 
the  Agents  of  miniflerial  Corruption,  when  they  find  them 
felves  in  Danger  of  forfeiting  their  Privileges  by  Inadvcrten 
cy  or  by  Ignorance  ;  when  they  know  that  Snares  are  throw i 
in  their  Way,  which  they  cannot  avoid  but  by  taking  th( 
Minifter  for  their  Guide,  and  that  they  can  only  be  faft 
from  Profecutions  within  the  Shelter  of  the  Court. 

*  Itisatleaf^,  my  Lords,  to  the  la(t  Degree  ignominious 
to  defirt  frdm  a  Defign,  upon  the  Suppofition  of  Difficulties, 
which  perhaps  may  not  be  found ;  and  therefore  we  ought 
at  leaft  to  direft  that  the  Judges,  of  whofe  Experience  and 
Sagacity  fb  much  has  lately  been  faid,  fhould  prejpare  a  Bill 
which  it  will  be  only  proper  to  rejeft,  when  we  had  that  ii 
cannot  be  amended,' 

Which  alfo  paf-      '^^^  Qucftion  being  put  thereupon,  it  was  refblved  in  the 

fes  in  tho  Nega-  Negative.     Content  23.     Not  Content  34. 

tive* 

March  21.  The  Earl  of  Straford  took  his  Seat  in  the 
Houfe. 

March  23.  The  Duke  of  Buccleuffh  took  Ac  Oaths  and 
his  Seat  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  as  Earl  of  Doncafter, 

March  25*.  The  Lords  paflcd  the  Bill  for  rcaifyiug  Mif- 
takes  in  the  Names  of  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Land-Tax. 
Alfo  a  Bill  for  allowing  a  further  Time  for  the  Inrolmcnt  o\ 
Deeds  and  Wriu  made  by  Papifts. 

Ahn-h 
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March  30.     Read  a  fecond  Time  a  Bill  to  continue  an  An.  16.  Geo.  II» 
Aft  of  the  5th  of  King  George  11.  to  prevent  the  committing         ^4^*     ^ 
of  Frauds   by  Bankrupts,   and  reported    it    without   A-  ^'  ^^~ 
mendment. 

March  31.     The  Lords  read  a  fecond  Time  the  Sinking-  several  Bills 
Fund  Bill ;  aUo  a  Bill  for  allowing  Carts  to  be  drawn  with  pa&'d. 
four  Horfes  ;    alio  the   Bill  .for  continuing  feverai  Laws. 
Pafs'd  the  Vagabond  Bill,  with  Amendments, 

April  2>  Dr.  ^tfrme,  Bifliop  of  Bangor^  and  Dean  of  Prcftrmcnte. 
Rocheflery  kifs*d  the  King's  Hand,  upon  his  being  appointed 
ArchbKhop  of  Yorky  and  Primate  of  England^  in  the  Room 
of  Dr.  Lancelot  Blackburn^  deceas'd.  His  Lordfhip  was  fuc- 
ceeded  in  the  See  of  Bangor  by  Dr.  Hutton^  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Chaplains,  and  Prebendary  of  JVeftminJler, 

April  12.  The  Lords  read  a  third  Time  and  pafs'd  the 
Bill  to  continue  an  Aft  of  the  5;th  of  King  George  IL  to 
prevent  the  committing  of  Frauds  by  Bankrupts. 

April  i"^.  The  Lords  read  a  third  Time,  and  pafs'd  the 
Bill  for  raifing  One  Million  out  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  Like- 
wife  the  Bill  for  continuing  feverai  expiring  Laws.  Alio 
the  Bill  for  allowing  Carts  to  be  drawn  with  four  Horfes  ; 
and  Notice  was  fent  thereof  to  the  Commons, 

April  15.  The  Lord  Vifcount  Lyminirtou,  newly  created 
Earl  of  Port/mouth,  took  the  Oaths  and  his  Seat  in  the  Houfc 
of  Peers. 

The  Lords  ordered  that  the  Reafons  offered  by  the  Com- 
mons at  a  Conference,  relating  to  the  Amendments  made  to 
the  Vagabond  Bill,  be  confider'd  on  thp  Monday  Se'ennight. 

April  18.  The  Lords  read  a  third  Time,  and  pafled  the 
Bill  to  indemnify  Pcr(bns  who  have  omitted  taking  the  Oaths. 
Deferred  the  further  Confideration  of  the  Bill  touching  the 
Eleftions  of  Knights  of  the  Shire  for  a  Fortnight ;  by  which 
Delay  the  faid  Bill  was  for  this  Time  loft  :  For  on  the  21ft 
the  King  came  to  the  Houfe,  and  put  an  End  to  the  Seflion, 
with  the  following  Speech  : 

My  Lords y  and  Gentlemen^ 
**  **Tr^HE  Zeal,  Prudence,  and  Difpatch,  with  which  you  ^ingt,  Speedk 
**     X     bave  carried  on  the  Publick  Bufinefs,  during  the  at  the  Ciofe  of 
**  Courle  of  this  Seflion,  give  me  the  greateft  Satisfaftion.     the  Seffioa. 

^'' That,  this  Nation,  and  the  Common  Qaufe,  may  reap 
**  the  moft  beneficial  Fniits  of  your  vigorous  Refolutions, 
*'  I  have,  at  the  Requiiition  of  the  Queen  of  Hunffarj,  or- 
*'  dered  my  Army,  inConjunftion  with  the  Auffrian  Troops, 
''  to  pafs  the  Rhine j  as  Auxiliaries  to  Her  Hungarian  IVta- 
*^  jefty,  and  for  Her  Support  and  AfTiftance,  and  to  oppofe 

"  any 


■^ro. 


■:^^- 
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An.  t6.  Geo.  11.  "  any  dangerous  Meafures,  that  might  affed  the  Balance  and 
^4**  ^  **  Liberties  of  Europe,  or  hinder  the  Re-eftablifliment  of  the 
'*  Publick  Tranquility,  upon  juft  and  folid  Foundations.  I 
**  have  continued  a  l^roni;  Squadron  in  the  Mediterranean, 
**  and  another  in  tlie  IVeJt' Indies y  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
'*  great  Work  of  diftfefling  our  Encnxies,  the  Spaniards,  and 
*^  reducing  them  to  fafe  and' honourable  Terms  of  Peace, 
''as  well  as  of  maintaining  the  Rights  of  Navigation  and 
*'  Commerce,  belonging  to  my  Subjects :  And  from  the 
"  former  of  thefe  Squadrons,  my  Allies  in  Ital^  have  found, 
''  and  dill  continue  to  receive^  a  mofl;  uleful  and  advanta- 
**  geous  Support. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
*'  I  return  you  my  Thanks  for  the  ample  Supplies,  which 
'*  you  have  granted  for  the  Service  of  the  current  Year,  and 
'*  which  you  may  be  afTured,  (hall  be  applied  to  thofc  great 
**  Ends,  for  which  they  were  given. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
"  I  have  a  firm  Confidence  in  your  good  AfFedlions ;  and 
"  it  is  the  fixed  Purpofe  of  my  Heart,  to  promote  the  true 
*'  Intereft,  and  Happinefs,  of  my  Kingdoms.  In  return  foi 
'•  this,  I  exped,  on  your  Party  that  you  will  exert  your 
*'  beft  Endeavours,  in  your  refpeftive  Stations  to  render  my 
''  Government  eafy,  and  to  preferve  the  Peace  and  Quiet 
^*  of  the  Nation." 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefty's  Command, 
prorogued  the  Parliament  to  the  7th  of  June,  And  on  the 
28th  of  j4pril  the  King,  accompanied  by  the  Duke  of  Cum" 
herland,  and  divers  Perfons  of  Diftin^ion,  embark'd  for 
Gfrmanjt 


FINIS. 
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